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Bibi, Don’t Build That Superhighway!

ENJAMIN NETAN-
vahu pledged in his
“glection camnpaign 16
rethink the Trans-
lsrael Highweay —the
planned swatne of |
concrets, eight lanes wide In some
girelches, EBrom the Lebances bonder |
1o Lthe deeerl soulh of Besrsheba.
Rall transporl, he wald eavirenmens
talists. was & Detter chojce. Now he
nusi decide whether o Reep his
ward. The decislon is a5 sifallicazt
for 1srael’s futors as the eleclion's
impact an the peace proccss of
religious-sotular relations. The road Ep
would permanentiy alter [seacls 82~
ghety and landreape pac the warse.

In one of fis lasl acts. the Peres
povermnen approved opening bids an the
1oil highway's cansiruction and speratisn.
Once the bureaucracy publicizes the offer.
qualified companies will prepare bids [or
the first 80 kilomaters of road. When com-
pieted. this secticn is to earry over 100.000
cars o day on a roule cast of the ceuniry's
poputation eenter in the Tel Aviv ared and
just west of the pre- LBET bordes.

The price to larael would be steep. Sinos toll revenues are un-
likely 1o cover land and bullding cesls. the “private secior” in-

e BT S

Israel should
learn from,
not repeat, other
countries' mistakes

ihe latter using dedicated bus
lanes. They could shaps atlraciog
medium-density cities around pub-
It transit, leaving open space within
and betwecn them. and foster com-
munities in which people dwell and
wirlt comfortabhy wilheul rehing on
private cars. Elemenis of Sodutians
can be Liken [foen sacoens stories in
places as far-flung a* Portland.
Oregon: Curitaba. Brazil and cities
ereund Western Eurgpé.

oring this potantial. officials
fasi-tracked plans for @ natlonal
highway during the sarly-80s plan-
ning panic. firsl under the Likud
then under Labor. The preject neve
undereenl a comprehensive envir-
ommenlal lmpact assessment 1S
planners relied on misleading ecomammiv
evaluations and nuldated trallie modeling
procedures.

Metaryahu's campalgn promise lsa'l Ihe
enly reason to hope the road can now be
stopped. Religious parties thal fear the
highway would degecrate ancient Jewish
burial sites now have more palitical clout.
Ribbutzlm: and other [arming communilies

that muilicd thelr protests against land expropriations before the
ciections because they backed Laber can now more [recly volce

vestment would entall either government ballouts or un(laicly
low cosmpensstion for muasie land appropriations. Moes funda-
mentally, the read would encourage reliance on privaie cars al
the expense of other medes of Lransportation. It would spread
low-density suburks castiard, erasing precious [arm land and |
apen space in the country's core. The project would speed Lhe
Las Anpetization of lerael. crealing a single sprawiing megalapo-
55 from Netanyah 1o Ashdod and eastward ta Jerusadem, 108 Te-
sidenis dependent on cars [o move.

In lsreed, all vehicles and gascline are imported. and already
constitute 8 Jarge part of a trade deficit approaching 81 billian 3
month. With the highway, (hat burden would grow heavier. Alr
pellution, approaching crisis levels in some cities, would get
vearse, The road would disrupt life in many of the 75 commu-
nities whose Jands wauld be bisected or taken for the right of
way, and harm or chliterate scores of #-fthﬂ.tﬂ]:lﬂ-l:'ﬂ gilcs,

Tt romy 1§ that with 2 ratie of cars Lo people anly hall that of
many Weatern Eurapean counirles and & third that of the U.5..
leeanl 1a In & unique position to loaplrog over the decadcs-old
technalogy représenied by & massive pational highway. It codsld |

af mbls i ro-rmislen

{heir demands for higher eonvpensation. driving up the et

On the alher hand, the s a lwre for the right. Develop-
ment aleng the highway would spread over the pre-&7 boraer.
making a retern o it impossible. The road would &ivide lsracki
Ara’ villages from ene another, and spur bullding ef Jewich coon-

munitles between them. These prospects help explain why Infra-
| siructuse Minister Arel Sharon, now respansidie for the proje
has deslared suppert for going forerard. 3o has the hawkish
rectar general of the Prime Minisier's Ofice. Avigdor Lisbornaan,

{1, a recently funded feasibillty study for a long-delayed Tel
Aviv mass-transit program ceuld provide Netanyahu with an op-
pertunity Lo prevent 2 planning disasier. To be properly cxe-
euted. the Tel Aviv project would demand very different trans-
poriation and land-use vislons than would the highway. and
| would compete with it for scarce capital and for passengers
Before bidding on the highway precesds. thercfare, Netanyzhu
sheuld dircet the ministars concerned Lo formulate & compre-
henstve natbanal palicy for suslainabie transpanation.

The feundatlons of an sdvansed, sustainable and ntegrated
transportation system could be one of the Netamyahu govern-

rhamics ssaidant ednsias The Teane Tersel Tiohwae ominld e 5

F. 24
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Bibi, Don’t Build That Superhighway!

ENJAMIN HNETAN-
yahu pledzed in his

: G pEmieta s the latter wsing dedicaled bus
Ty il
b e et B D lanes, They could shzpe atiraeiive

"giection campaign ta medium=-density cities around pub-
relliink the Trans- lic Lrnnsgit. leaving opon space wilhin
Israel Highway— the | ; . and between them. and foster com-
planned swathe of T ™ e A munities in which people dwell and
conerete. eight lunes wide in same |2 AEAS G i £ T work comfortably withsul rebang on

private carg. Elemenis of solutlons
can be laken [rom success stories in
places a2 far-fung as Portland.
Oregon: Cuntaba, Brasl: and clues
arpund Western Ewrope.

lgnoring this polential, officials
agt-tracked plans for & national
hiphway during the early-30s plan-
ning panie, first under the Ukud.
then under Labor. The prajecl

sireiches, from the Lebaness booder r
to the desert peudh of Beersheba. |
Rail cransport, he wid enviranmen-
talists. was & bofler choice, How he
musl decide whether 2 Xeep s
word. The decision 15 s significant
for lscael's Tuture as the cleetlon's
impaci on he peace DProcess of
religious-secular relations. The read
would permanently aher Istacl's 20+

e hpﬂn;p:i Ealr':“‘w k P:.f . :nnfmr.u.l :i:-.;n uuﬂ::;FT:;
in one ol s acts. the Pereg
government dpproved opening bids an Lhe ISTEIEI ShDLLId planmers relied on misleading economic
10l] higheay's consiruction and operation, evaluations and nutdsied iraflic modeling
Once the bureaucracy publicites ”EL?."F‘ learn ﬁ-[}mr m:u ; R
ualified compantes will prepare bi as Me CAMIpRIFN promise sl
Iqh: [h-I:I:'EIﬂ kilemeers of road. When com- not ]".E'F.Eﬂt_ ﬂthEl' enly reason to hops the road can now be
pleted. this esciion is o carmy over 100,000 i : slopped. Religious parties (hal fear the
cars a day on 2 roule casl of the couniry’s countries’ mistakes mghway would desecrate ancient Jewisl:
population center in the Tel Aviv area and hun.'ll siles now have mare palilical clout.
ust west of the pre- 1957 border. Hiblutzim and other farming communities

The price 1 l&rasl would be steep. Since tall revenues are un- that malled Uhelr protests ngainst land expropriations before the
lkely 10 cover land and buliding cests. the “private sectnr” In- | elections because they backed Labor can naw more freely voice
vesrment would entall either government bailouls or unfalrly faelr demands far higher compensation. driving up the cost.
ssw eompeneatian for masstes land appropristons. More funda- On the other hand. the project has & hure for the right. Develop-
mentaliy, the road would encourage rellence on privale cars al ment alang the highway would spread over the pre-87 border,
the expense of other modes of Lransportalien. It would spread making & return (o i imposaible. The road would divide lsracli
lw-gensiy Suturbs castvard. erasing precious farm land and Arsb villnges from one anather. and $pur Duliding of Jewish com-
open space in the country’s core. The project would spaed the | mundties between (hem. Those prospecis help explain wiy Infra-
Los Angelization of lsrasl, creating & single sprawling megalopo- siructure Minjsier Arie] Sharcn, now responsible for the project.
112 fearm Melanyah to Ashded and eastward te Jerusalem. iis re- has declared support for going forward. So his the hawkish
sidenis dependent on care (o move. | rector general of the Prime Minister's Office. Avigdor Liehe

In tarael, ell vehicles and gascline are imported. and already Silll, 3 recently funded feasibiity study for 2 long-delayed T
constitulc & barge part of a rade deficit approaching 81 bllisna | Avivmase.(rangl program eauid provide Netamyahu with an op-
rronih, With the highwey, that burden would grow beavier Alr partunily Lo prevent 2 planning disaster. To be properly sxe-
peliution, approaching crisls levels in zome citles. would get cuted, the Tel Aviv project would demand very different trans-
warse. The road would disrupt 1ife in many of the 75 commu- portaticn and land-use visions than would the highway. and
nitiss whose lands would be bisected or taken for the rightof | would compets with it fer searce capital and for passongers.
way. and harm or ohlitarate scores of archaeclogical sites, Before bidding on the highway proceeds, therclore. Netanyahu

The irany is that with a ratic of cars 1o peaple only hall that of sheuld dircet the mintsters concerned 1o formulate a compre-
mramy Western European couniries and a third Ut of the LS., hensive aational policy for susisinable trangportation.
lerasi b8 in & unigque position to leapfrag uver the decadnz-old The foundations of an sdvanced. sustainable and Integrated
technalogy represenied by a massive national bighway. It could pranspoctation systeo could be gne of the Netanyalu govern:
learn from. rather than repeatl, the mistakes of other countrize ment's proudest bepgacles. The Trang-laracl Highway would bea
that have realized the sconsmie, social and environmental costs | monument 1o ineTia, lack of vision. and the sacriflce of pro-
of road-based (ransporiation. Flanncrs could meet the | lessional considerations to potitieal crds 9
tranapariation needs of thie smali, densely papulated country | O Vashow Garb, @ resecrher o Harsel Dndeersfiy and the He
through wise land use und efficlent rall and bus syelems. Beowe Diigersan, O wiriilng a bosk on ihe palirics gf roads n leroc
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