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Israeli settlements

The European Commission has issued in the Official Journal of the Eurcpean Communities a
formal notice addressed to traders importing goods originating in Israeli seftlements in the
West Bank, Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights thar have been placed under
[sraell adminisiration since 1967, The nofize indicutes that the EU does not recognisé these
goods as being entitled to benefit from lower rates of customs dutles under the EU/Israel
e Associntion Agreements. ,

The notice informs importers within the EU that the [sraeli authorities have confirmed to the EU
that they issue proofs of [arseli origin for products coming from places breught under Israeli
Administration since 1967.Yet according fo the European Community, these products are not
entitled to benefit from preferential treatment undar the EU/lsrael Association Agreements.
Products originating from Israeli settlements in the West Bank, Gazs Strip, East Jerusalem
and the Golan Heights may become subject to the full rate of customs duties rather than
duties at the preferential tariff treatment accorded by the EU/Israel Association
Agreements,

The Commission is under a legal abligation 1o publish such notices 10 inform importers whenever
chese are daubts that the terms of a preferential ade agreement are being implemented comectly.
Such notices allow taders to be forewarned that they may subsequently be requircd 1o pay
additional customs duties (i.e. the difference berween the preferential rate of customs daty due
under the terms of the Association Agreements and the full rate).

In paralle], and in order to protect the financial interests of the Community (as customs duties
form pert of the ‘own resources of the Comrmunity). the Coramission has notified the same
irformatien to the customs administrations of the fifteer; Member States. The Commission invites
Member States' customs adminisiations to ask the importers fo provide guarantces for the
amount of additionel customs duties that may become due subsequently, Member States are
required to send back to lsmaci the carificates of origin for products whenever the products [n
question originate in Israeli sertlements (or if they have reason to believe they mey come fram
the settlements).
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