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Department of Religlous gtudies,

OBAFEMI AWOLOWO UNIVERSITY

ILE—IFE, NIGERIA.

Telagrams: ‘IFEVARSITY IFE’
Telaphane ffs (035) 230290 (10 lines)

]
vovnns i FOBEURTI G oo oo THHG -

¢rof. Eparaim E. Urbach
(President of the Congreas)
world Union of Jewish Studies
The Hebrew Oriveraity, Givat Ham
91904 Jerusalem, Iarmel .

Dear Frof. Urback,

Re; Application for Travel Scholarship for the
Panth World Congress of Jeawish Studies .

1 am & Nigerian (Ig) scholar in Biblical studies and a graduate of Louvaln
University (K.U.L), Belgium 1974 - 1982 . Among other courses, I have taugnt
ocoursea in History and Heligion of Israel I & IT to our Part IV undergraduate
students and the current vice-chafirman of our Natiocnal Association for .
" Biblieal Studies (MABIS) here in Nigeria . I am also fully iovelved in
Jewigh/Ohristian Relations, eapecially the Roman Catholic angle in recent
times . I was ona of the consultants at the historic African Christiana/
Jewish Consultation in Nairobi im 1986 uwnder Ir. Gehart Riegner; my very
good friend and Prof,.(Poku of Chana . In July 1967, I was sponscored by your
Oniveraity to attend the Study Workshop on University Teaching of Jewish
civilization under P=of. Shemariahu Talmon . I was at the last year's mamoth

gathering at Oxford for the Remembering for the future conference on Jews
and Christians during and after the Hn%émuut where I read a powsrful paper:
¥ Bomasn Qatholicism and the Mazis : A Review of the

attitude of the Church during the persecuticna of the
Jews im Hitlar's Europs ™

published in Vol:I of the Conference Freprinta, pp. 93 - 108 in which I
poignantly eritigqued the Church's silence in the midst of the horrendous
massacres of the Jewlsh race becauss they were Jews in Germany and Eastern

Burope ., The paper was reported in the Guardian, Monday 11, 1988, p. 2

undar the section ™ Home Wewa " that ¥ The main ascuser of the Catholio

Church is Ir., Chris Manus of Ife University, Nigeria., ..." .

I tell you these stories to let you know the level of my commitment in Jewlish
studies and diaousaions . Here in Rigeria, 1 &m a member of a Christian
Ecumenical association, in faci, & think-tanok for important Christian groups
reviewing the atate of our diplomatic relations with larael . Consequently,

I believe that more and more exposures o Jewlsh gatherings and studies
gtand to benefit me for my work here and, in faci, all of us in the long run .
I wrote to Mr. Assaf last December indicating my intemtion to attend this
world gathering asking for travel grant . He agreed to exempt me from
reglatration fess . This cannct help me, Prof. Urbach . I am appealing to
yvou to approve travel grant for me or 1o secure me some external aid to
enable me Jjoin you in the August meeting . Before God and man, I must tell
you our Tniversity cannot sponsor my travel . Therew is no fands here at all.
And as I told Mr. Assaf, my own pay is no more than USF 200 per month which
hardly feeds me and my family of 5 girls and 3 dependant. relatives . Prof.
let me not misas this rare opportunity for cross-fertilizing scholarly ideas
on subjects I teach to African students and church leaders . Mr. Assaf can,
if you so wish, pass you the copy of my earlier letter addressed to Ban-
Zicn Pischler on this subject which he responded to. I shall read a paper :

Parallels in Bibliecal = ..2I and African Thought: The Covenant
{Ighandu) among the Igho as a case example ,

With B rely yours,
. net gt

cc. Ben-Zion Fischler who wrote me on the 19 Jan '69 (reed. 10.2.89),
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