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The Western Wall Excavations

The Western Wall as experienced by most visitors
today is only 2 fagment of what remains 10 us

from the days of the Second Temple. About half

the height of the Wall is hidden underground,

while: more than o thirds of its length, (an )
additional one thousand, one hundred and ffty

feet!) remains concealed under laer structures,

Visitors who will enter into the excavations
uncovering the Wall will enter intc another world.
There they will see siones of the Wall weighing
over 400 tons, stones that weee set in place by the
Jewish Peaple maore than two thousand yvears ago,
They will twuch the bedrock where Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob stood, the rock which saw the
foundarions of the Temple Laved oot by David and
built by Solomon.

The wisitor who will walk the long narrow passage

revealing the Wall will feel with his own feer

something of the scale of what was there. And as

he does so, his feelings, focused through all that &

he has seen in the Museum area before, will come

alive. For 2 few special moments the visitor who, 1
perhaps an hour ago was like a stranger in this

place, will find himself come home to Jerusalem, 1

The Westera Wall Heritage Foundition
£ Haomer 51.

Old Cary, Jerusalem 97500 Isrzel

Suite 1810 475 Fifth Avenue

New Yook Ciry, N.Y. 10017
{212)7T540508
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THE
WESTERN WALL
HERITAGE
FOUNDATION

very day visitors from the Diaspors,

lsraeli families, IDF groups, vouth, and

school children - all come 1o the

Western Wall, drawn by an unspoken
hope of making contact with something precious,
cternal and awesome. And every day, far 100 many
urn away from the place without ever really
reaching the obgect of their visit. They reach the
Western Wall of course. But it does not speak 1o
them - not in 3 language they can easily
umderstznd.

The Western Wall Heritage Foundation was
founded 1o find solutions to this simation - 1o
help the Western Wall speak to visitors of all ages
and backgrounds,

The Museum of the Western Wall

Hefore visitors even get close to the Wall, they're
gring to have the opportunity to pass through
exhibits in which the barriers of time will seem o
fall away. We call this series of prepared

 @erperiences o be siuared in the Kotel area’s
tunnels and passageways The Museum of the
Western Wall.

The Museum of the Western Wall will nog be 3
museum in the conventional sense, o 4
repository of anifaces. I will be, instead, a series
of multi-sensory recreations and simulations
designed 1o help the visitor learn, feel, and
umderstand what the Wall means 1o the [ewish
People &nd to the Word.

Visitars will come out of The Museum of the
Western Wall moved, consciousby aware and
informed enough 1o realize something of the
meaning of the place they are about visit. They
will emerge ready 1o visit the Wall
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