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£ b/
su'!{ﬂ?isé L Ministry of Relicus
Affairs

W for Contact with the Dm

JIMI]-IE 11.5'?33

Dr. leonard 5.Friedman, .
100 Fifth Aveme,

New York N.X. 10011,

U.S.A.

Dear 3Sir,

The enclesed check has been found im
the charity box near the Ketel Hama'aravi.
Evidently, ralmwater bas penstrated the bex,
causing damege to the check,

If you wish to replace the cheek,it
shall be distributed for charitabls purposes.
Thank you.

Respsctfully yours,

J. Ralbag
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5. "It s indismtnbla, t the necessary reconstruction of the Jewish
quarter, destroyed by acta af‘ war, meant the partial destruction of remains
preserved in the sub-soll or that it would be impossible to carry out exca-
vations for a very long time 1f not for ever, and that 1t is therefore per-
feotly Justifipble to excavate now".

"The work in hand is not threatening the stability of any building. The

most important remains such as the wall of the first precinet, the Homan
house destroyed by fire in the year 70 and discovered with part of its
furniture, the Byzantine Basilica identifled with the famous Nea Busihia,
built by Juatinian are or will be preserved under concrete slabs and md.e ;
scaessible. They augnent the archaeological heritage of the city".

ii?é%i. CLEARANCE WORK

10. Concerning the underground chambers ebove which "there stand, in particuler,

proportion of the most important Muslim mornuments in Jerusalem such ag
the Cotton Market, mosques, famous tombs, Muslim schools, the courts, the Muslim
Court, ete...",

"They are very strongly constructed and apart from a few cracks due to earth
tremors are in an excellent state of preservation. The underground chambers
have, over the centuries, become filled with masses of black earth. Some
had been kept free and were used either as cess-pools or as water reservoirs
in a neighbourhood which is a sanitary horror. Few chambers or corridors
were completely filled and the upper part of the vaults generally remained
clear of debris which emabled C. Warren, who first discovered these under-
ground chambers a eentury ago, to make a'rough and ready count of them.

The same state of affeirs prevails in the underground chambers which are not
yet cleared. This observed fact i1s important as regards the stabllity of
the group and the safety of the bulldings standing above it, since in fact
the clearance work is not altering the former aituati-::-n at a].l as the vaults
have always genulnely boeme the weight of the buildings on top". .

"The work now in hand consists of empt,,ring the chambers of the masses of
earth and rubbish accumulated there".

"The present operations cannot be equated with excavation of the conventional
type. What is in faet going on is a freeing of a subterranean monument
which is justifisble on the score both of the undoubted cultural interest
of the structure .and of the improvement in senitation which it will effect
when the work is finished and the polluted waters are evacuated by new
conduits”.

"Wherever Jamage due to earth tremors might have given cause for concern,

the nacessary reinforcement work has been carried er the super-
vision of M-, a&?sln, the gazineer detalled by thedmmicip'a puthorities to
keep a check the work proceding from the safety In this respect,
therefore, 1t can be claimed that the situation has becn definitely improved
compared to what 1t was. I personally inspccted certain buildings erected
ahove the area that has been gleared, and did not observe the slightest sign
of subsidence or recent cracking".




12.

13.

88 EX/4T - page S

v "Ft must, howevér, be poinfed out that, in two ‘places where the chambers azainst

‘the wall of the Temple endlosure are not contiguous, narrow tunnels have ‘been

dug in the earth banking; to free the Wall, which can be inspected %o a limited
* height to within' the vieinity of Bab-cl-Hadid".

M"hese tunnels; “the léngest of which extends for twenty metres, are solidly
braced by meéans of natal tubes, 'However, this is undoubtedly a temporary
solution and 'the grea*ést attention will have to be glven to the definitive
comsolidation, If the: stabllity of the bulldings erected above them is not

to be imperilled,” -Uneasinees sbout this on the part of the owners of these
properties is perfectly undergtandable and Justified; 1t would be a good
thing if they eould be reassured on this point. Technically, the execution
of the work, necessary for the purpose presents no major problems, but much
depends upon:the care &nd prudence with which they should be exscuted, J

CONSERVATION, OF JERUSALEM'S MONUMENTAL HERTTAGE

ol ¥ £ F
With regard to the Jewish OCuarter "in the process of being restored and
rebuilt”,

"The work is being directed by a private firm of architects which has, in-
disputably, set about it with enthusiasm and the will to do it well. They

..are preserving those buildings or parts of buildinge which can, in their
view, bg seved, and ineorporating them in residential construciions which
meet present-day. needs. There is, however, no doubt that, both in congep-
tion end as regards certain restoration techniques, the work is often below
what one might have hoped. A fact emerging from discussions which I had
with some of those in charge, was that they are not abreast of the principles
and techniques of restoration generally sccepted in the world. This state
of affeirs is all the move to be regretted in that nelther expense nor
effort 1s spared to preserve the old parts, and, if only the required tech~
pical props were there, there would be everything needed for doing a really
sound Job - which, after all does not happen so very frequently when the '
pehabilitation and restoration of an old district is undertaken”.

With regard to the Arab huildinzs end monuments,

""In his report of § July 1969, Mr, Angelis d'Ossat drew the attention of the
Iireator-General of Unesco to the "out-dated methods by which the thorough-
« going rengvation of the Omar Mosque was undertaken some ten years ago",

MCertain 'restoration operations' recently carried out on the entrance portico
of a Madrassa in Ala ed Din Strest close by Bal el Nadhir, are misconcelved -

as an certain reconstruction operations cre beinz done on a2 bullding belonzing
to the Wagf in the same street",

"In view of the exceptional importance of the buildings and monuments conecer-
ned, technical assistance is vital, and urgently needed".

THE TOVN PLANNING OF JERUSALEM

With regard to the Jerusalem Master Plan 1968,

"This Plan in no way alters the structure of the appearance of the 0ld Town,
bounded by the Ottoman Ramparts".
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called Bab al Janaiz (the Gate of the Funerals), for the
funerals went out by it in ancient times,*

SUMMARY

The statements above given from diverse sources COV-
ering over seventcen centuries make certain points
quite clear,

1) That throughout the ages and under all conditions
the Jews regarded the site of the destroyed Temple as a
Holy Place and that whenever opportunity offered they
gathered in its neighborhood for prayers and lamenta-
tion.

2) That these were actual gatherings for definite
and formal services and not sporadic prayers of in-
dividuals.

3) That as carly as the 3rd century in literature and

. as early as the roth century in definite reports of trav.
ellers it appears that of whatever remained of the

Temple, the Western Wall, regarded in tradition and.
accepted by archaeologists as of Solomonic origin, was

r Holy Place before which the Jews congre-
_gated. That aside from any other services which may
have been held on I riday night, on the New Moon,
on the gth of Ab, and in later years more frequently
there has been in existence since 1708 a printed form of
prayers to be used before the Western Wall, a book of
mare than forty pages published at different times and
in various countries indicating that the Wall was a
place of pilgrimage for Jews outside the Holy Land
as well as for the Jewish inhabitants of Palestine, who
resorted to the Wall with a regular order of prayers.
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