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AN mm ENT_MYSTERIES_SOLVED_AS_ENTIRE WESTER VALL REVEALED

f;u-‘ 2
. I':‘:Wﬂ:=I ,r-' —LH 2 f;.f’,-"

The entire Western Wall of the Temple Mount in Jerusalem has beéen

completely revealed, for the first time since 70 AD.

-— o

By your correspondent I..-u,’_pl,l' ‘,';j L {,;"' l,“"

1\_ £l Tpt'fﬂ-'l--,lrr\-r: mﬂf{f u_.-:']'rrLJI‘ h—-'-"“z: F fars r|, LA J,q-";!f

Following excavation work which began 20 yehrs ago n:nh&ee}mgistﬁhﬂg"[Tr
A4

have uncovered all 490 metres of the Wall, that once formed the western
girder of ancient Jerusalem's great Temple. The entire etonework that
formed the basziz of the a:igigil Temple Mount, hﬂ;d;;;AEE;n exposed. An
anclent Hasmonean water tunne{i?ﬂlt gbout 120 BC and later blocked by
Herod's builders, will be wvisible for the first time to tourists wvisiting

Israel, when it 1 opened to the public during Passover, in April, 1988.

In the course of the excavations, a number of mysteries about the
Temple Mount have been solwved. The jidea of excavating a tunnel that

would extend the length of the Western Wall, was conceived by the Ministry

of Religious Affairs following the re—unification of Jerusalem in 1967.

Intil now, vigitore to the exposed portion of the Wall (the "Wailing Wall")

could see only about ome third of the entire lmposing structure.

According to Jerusalem Region archaeocleogist Dam Bahat, the excavation

initially had no pre-defined objectives. "No one knew then what the

significance of this project was, or what we actually wented to do therd.f

At one point, around 1983, work on the site was even temporarily suspended.

History in the making
"What happened in the end", Bahat explaine, "iEEiEEt this tunnel -

lhat had no historical or archeseclegical significane ;hfined in én
entirely coincidental manner with a Hasmonean water tufinel. Suddenly,

the Western Wall tunnel became sipnificant".

r
Although the Hasmonean water tunnel, which conducted water from aﬁgnﬁ'T

‘Sﬂuflif peol near the Damascus Gate to the northern corner of the Temple Mount,



=
was excavated (and later resealed) by the British archaeologist Claude
Conder, a century sgo — uncovering it during the Western Wall excavations

Came a5 an unexpected boon.

As one of the excavation workers reports, "we saw three or four
blg stones, and behind them debris and more debris. We removed a
lot of it, and found ourselves at the entrance of a long, wet btunnel.

We discovered "real history", and rushed to tell the others about 1t",

. :
I P F f‘lr*"';,' L

The wvater tunnel measures some 80 metres in length,and is about
eight metres high. Carved out of solid rock, the Hasmonean water
cendudt is an impressive tribute to ancient engimeering skills. Not
only will it ephance visitors' tours of the Western Wall excavation,
but it is also one of the rare Hasmonean finds uncovered to dste in

Jeruvsalem.

Startling revelations

Acecording to Bahat, one of the most unexpected archaeological
findings disclosed by the excavation, is that Herod did not complete
the entire construction ef the Temple Mount, as historians and
archaeclogists believed to this day. "This is something that I can
say explicitly", Bahat affirms, "something that I could never say
before”. He points to a change in the type of masonry used at the
northern end of the Western Wall, as irrefutable evidence that Herod
enly findshed up to the last stages of construction on the Temple
Mount. Instead of finding the polished stones with characteristic
Herodian masonry marks, Bahat observes that part of the oripinal
stonework is roughly hewn, He notes that this is a surprise, for
up to now the notion persisted that the famous Temple Mount was a

work ef art par excellence - a complete, finished product.

Raftald Kidron, the engineer in charge of the Western Wall
project, emphasises that the art of the construction of the Temple
Hount, &g revealed by the excavation, is a fascinating study in
itgelf. DBahat alse acknowledges the overall attention to detail,
Lhat nust have made the Temple Mount a remarkable monument in its day. —=




wal b, i~y oo The While Laylh

i ———

i

¢—"We understand better the process of how the Western Wall was built -
on bedrock”, Bahat notes. "It was chisled down in some places, so
that one could think that the whole structure was actually one. In

other places, you can't see the difference between bedrock and stone". |

Hever seen before
Kidron adds that one of the mysteries uneevered during the excavation,

is the presence of messive stones that measure 16 metres in length, three
metres in height, and are estimated to be two metres thick and to weigh
over 300 tons. No one can explain, Kidron observes, how these gigantic

rocks were transported to the site.

f - Ancther plece of the puzzle of ancient Jerusalem's glorious past,

wag discovered st the northern end of the Western Wall, where

archaeclogists uncovered the stone escarpment of the famous Antenia i .
Fortress. Built by Herod, this fmposing building complex commanded a

great view of the whole Temple area. But, since it existed for omly

a few decades before it was demolished by the Romans following the fall

of the Temple, it has been the subject of so much conjecture that it

almost became shrouded in a mystical sura., "It was basically something
theoretical. No one knew what it really was up till now", Bahat

explains. “Suddenly, as you walk along the tumnel, you see the tock

escarpment of Antonia's Fortress, something which could never he seen

before".

Exeiting touring experience
Completion of infrastructure work = securing and bolstering the Western

Wall's excavated tunnel to ensure safe and easy passageway - was the first
step, according to Kidron, toward preparing the aite for the publie.

Since the tunnel is basieally wide entugh only for one person to pass at

il ti'mE. the Sitﬁ«éill be opened as a "one-way" route, leading visitors

to the bﬁ:inning=nf the Via Dolorosa, the legendary "Way of the Cross"
Bign-posting and pictorial exhibits are being prepared; and a display

in one of the vaulted rooms near the entrance to the site, which will

tell the h:l'.sl.‘.urjr of the Western Wall, is also planned for the future,

—!?:!'E fe Ei"'"{L'}T ntﬁr ."E-f_ f "JTI;L .,L,.....q,.,aF{qu ..-.[ #EEIFI'JI-LJ ﬂf/lrﬂ-r_r.-f“k u:-f.l.i D rﬂ-'iIJHE
a‘.’}rt-‘-'-"‘_[ ]'r.‘:;. .ji:rdE\]:{E‘l.ring invested 20 years to ::umplel;e I:he excavation, the-prohmr -I'Fh.r .-f,

Aot/ @

-*r:::51‘114:i:-

! managesrs look forward to sharing this exciting touring experience with F
the Fuhlitzj There is no doubt that the Hnstcrn Kall site will provide "‘}
;ﬁﬁ ru'-n'.‘:ﬁ'*‘l',f i Fl A L.-L---‘:.'I ﬁ-._t Aqp Ve EE TG Steve 10| 'I"f‘.r-"""‘rrllrf IF
i v A ik :
et .!ru"f ' u,_'hL[- " ,.--. il ?{l"’—' "'ll?"" |!L'J f"" '—'r-:-':' ..' .;.?_L{_J L"*:L-:}Ex‘.\" llr 'l.{l.
»

Wt.c‘f’lﬂ Lol l'.i.ﬁ' rL,‘[,r,l.rr EL._,_I‘{ F $elfe cef r'll “‘_{:’l hl__ l?' < ol J;lex
1'-':|'||I-ri."|r T_I..q.-t,,-l.-upd"_;.- ﬁl'i"l-d i ’!‘lﬁhilﬂ Fibeaey -ﬁprfur
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visitors to lsrael's capital with a complete histerical presentation

of the Wall and the Temple, as it prevides new ingights into the

o mysteries of anclent Jerusalem.
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Altarnative Budget Option

The budget presented above was researched and based on

analysls of Seript Draft #1 asa it

paper).

If the Beript is changed so that the sequences involving
visitors to the Western Wall are done through photo-animation
[1a, if those acenes ure photographed on 3%mm transparencies

and then trangferred to {ilm or wvideo on an anlmation

fa (attachad te thie

tha
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the cost of the production can be aignificantly reduced aa
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