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a STATE OF ISHAKL
Ml for AfT=ire
stry Religicas

Jerusslea,Septenbor 26, 1969

..Mhm-

1, Hesa Gireet,
Tol-dviv,

Dgar Fr, Darrow,

I thank you sincersly for your lstter dated August Ist,
vhich mmdoubtedly was written cut of a sonse of love and mnxiaty fob
the weldare of the State and its inhabitanta,

I should 1ike to elarify seversl natters of importasce
portaining to our vork vith the looles comunity,

Since the establishmont of the State we hawe dome our
utnost to safeguard and supervise the Moslem lcly Flaces, During
thase twenty yuars,thore was mot o single mosque uhich ves not Pe-
puired and ronovated severnl times, #e have srvcted nev moaques in
villages whers nomo exioted b fore, We hawe erected a magniflcent
Moague in Nassreth,to which the Govermment cortriluted handreds of
thousanda of Pounds,

As regards your remaris about the Temple Homnt area, I
I vould 1ike to point omt, that the punrding of the complots area
ia in the hands of the Hoslems, In cor meetings with the heads of
the Noalem community in Jeruselem, wo have offored our assistance
in sefeguarding the aite, but all emr affereshswe bean rojectsd,

I should 1ils to nota,that entrence to the Barss esh-
Sharif area, doos not antomstically give access to the Mongaes
thessalves, bocsune at the entrance to the losques, there are Moslem
#Mﬂummmhhm

I agree uith you that thare exists an opposition to
modern dress anong adherents of a traditionsl culture, ks hawe done
oar utnost to diveusds visitorm from going to the Holy Plases in
Lsodest spparel and ve hmwe alse poster signs with instrustlons
regurding this msttars( We enclose herowith a motice pestsd st the
ligram in July 1967), snd we have applied to the Pulice to take

i-ft







-2
spoeial precautions regarding the outwerd sppearance of vieitorw.
The grouwp which you have mestioned has only prsyed in
the place, bat did not domande the destructiom of the Mosque, mnd
undoubtedly you inow that the Tosple area iz vexy holy to the Jews
alscs I would 1ike to add, that asoarding to the Jowlah treditiom,
the Holy Temple will bo cotalblished mireculously, following the
adwnt of the Meselah, It 1» true that omglll Jouish groups also vant
to pruy there, lut the Chief Rabbinsts has abeolutely prohibited b3
acossa to the sres of the Mosgue to Jews, The Oate you semtioned is
mnder Mlitary comtrodl for socurity reasoms, May I stress agmin,
that access to the area does not antail meoccosarily access to the
Mosquos, vhoose charge i1s in thoe hands of Noalem goards onlys

I hope this reply astisfiss you snd I themk you agein
for your intarest,

Yours Finceroly,

Jaocoh Ishoshas Mak.
Mroctor aof the Dopartmsent
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b _ Jordan's policy tewards the Jewlsh Holy Places
R T

The discovery of the use of tombstones Trom the Jewish cometary on
the Mount of Oldves in the congtruction of the Arab Legion camp at Bethany throws
full light on the policy followed by Jordan in regard to Jewish Holy Places [or the
past nineteen vears.

On numeroue oocielons [oreign visitors have polnted out the widesprend
desecration of the Jewish Cemetery on the Mount of Olives, which has been the
holiest of burial places for the Jewish people for centurles. In fact, in this cemetery
generations of Jewe have been laid to reet, among them famoug robbls and scholars,
ever eince the time of the First Tempile ( From the 6th Century B.C.E. to 1948 when
the Jordan Army conguered the Old City ). ;

The graves themselves heve been grogsly dezecrated and the tombetones
deliberately torn out of the ground, often used as building material. Whereas up till
now this dosecration could be presented by the Government of Amman a8 the result
of individual acts by uncontrollable clements in their society, the discoverfes made
In the military enmp of the Arab Legion at Bethany leave no shadow of doubt of the
full responsibility of the officinl Jordanian authorities. The camp Was aotually bullt .'
by the Corpe of Engineers of the Arab Legion which {8 subordinete to the central
military muthorities. The foundrtions of the camp, the pavements, the surrounding
walls, the road and interior paths, even the Iatrines of the legionnndires, were buiit
to 2 very large extent with tombstenes [rom the Mount of Olives, oo which the
Inscriptions are still clenrly visible. S8imilearly, tombstones were used in the
construction of the walls of the Garden of the Intercontinental Hotel on the Mount of
Olives. Tombstones have even been used in the construction of fortified positions of
the Jordanian nrmy. In the samo spirit of contempt for the Jowish character of this

Holy Place, n amnll mosgue has been built on the Mount directly over some of the
groves.

These desecrations have not beon limited to the City of Jorueslem. The
Jewish cemetery in Hebron hes virtually dispppeared : the tembstones have bean tom
ait of the ground and the place transformed into n field by the villagers in the aron.
Nearby a wall has been build with slabs from the tombs, covered with macabre
mortar in which many human bones arco visible. ..

To this policy of desecration and profanation one may well add the
destruction of all bul one of the synagogues of the Old City of Jerusalem - 36 in all -
among them such holy places as the centuries-old " Hurva' Synagogue, renowned
for the famous rabbis who taught there and of particular architectural interest, and
the "Nisgan Bek" S8ynagogue near the first Jewish printing press in the Holy Land.
Stoneg from this synagogue have been used in the construction of a nearhy Arab
house,

/e




The Wniling Wall and Rachel's Tomb are the only Jewish Holy
Places which hae cscoped vandalism,. Nonetheless, the Wailing Wall has been
desecrated by the outragecus construction of three publle lavetories, one of
which is directly nlengeide the Wall. Ever since the destruction of Jerusalem
in T0 C. B.,Jews from all over the world have come to pray at this High Holy
Place of their religion, the unique remains of the Tample, Bincg the conquest
af the Dld Clty by Jordsh In 15948 sccees hae been denied not only to Jews of
Israel but to all foreign pilgrime unable to furnish proof of their not being of
the Jewish religlon. During cll theee yeare the Jordanlzan suthorities have
therchy flagrantly viclated the Rights of Man, ne defined in international law.
Both the letter and the spirit of the Armistice Agredément signed with Israel
in 1249 which specifienally stipulated " free nccess o the Haly Places and
cultural institutions as well as the use of the cemetery on the Mount of Olivea.

Although these viclations have been brought to the sttention of
world public opinion countleas times, they have never aroused sufficient
reaction to make the Jordanlan government to respect the most elementary
moral principles, ns well ag her formal undertakinge under Israel-Jordan
prmistice nercemont.

Jordan's policy with regard to the Jewlsh holy places, togethor

with thelr refusal to permit Moslem citizens of Istnel to visit their holy pleccs .

in Jerusalem, such as the El Akes Mosgue, and the (net thet twice in less than
twenty yeare ( in 1948 nnd June 1967 ) the Holy City and its surroundings including
the Holy Pleces { such as Mar Ellds ) have been used as a fortress and military
base from which to stiack the Jewleh populetion in Jorusalem, entitles one toforn
an opinion on the valdity of Jordan'e claim (o constitute hersolf 2 Custodian of
the Holy Places.
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