IS U ?

YNIW? NI?IN

t' .
&
nPvHnn YTR

_AIM ’)'J"q 20N D

i
& -




DIRECTOR GENERAL

MINISTRY OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

IFRUSALEM — ISRAEL

|"U.|]"|
1990

Bawa 1"+ "3
W12 12

TI13ADD

21 TH3IHD N
avIYen 22 In
n*2@¢11"

139 o1

N207200 23307 DIV R : 11710
(5.2.90) |"wnn vawa '*D1°*n JanN3an

D19 "D NITI13Pa 1180 1Ma ﬂmL_7: 1R ,TAAWN 20 TIXR 7 M
07DTINNN V3R wI1ana 1:1f‘31un1 =IN13n e n )N ten | *a?

_|-

NITIAUA DIZ"3 N3 N2 0732 NIYINR DYDY 20 ORI 00

. 2010
y o 113232
I
AW 11713
UM wnaInn

M (12137 AN ,NINT YIYYVIPY W (RN
«PPIR T8 N L0701 NTID WRA

Y2250 ninan

AT b Twm



-__-_-.F'-
mnT 2Ny’ T
1w nawy

1 8 -02- 1990
B1'3 Yapm

"ATARAH LE'YOSHNNAH" ORGANIZATION

for the revival of Torah institutions
and the Jewish Settlement of the Old City of Jerusalem
2 Hameshorerim St. Jerusalem 97500, Tel. 285120 284148
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Time for a New Temple?

Traditionalist Jews hope to rebui Id their sacred edifice,
but a mosque and centuries {Jf enmity stand in the way

BY RICHARD N. OSTLING

May it be Thy will that the Temple be
speedily rebuile in our days

hat plea to God, recited three times
a day in Jewish prayers, expresses
yearning Uhat makes Jerusalem's
Temple Mount potentially the most vola-
tile 3% acres on earth Though 19 centuries
have passed since Roman Lioops obliter-
aled Herod's gilded Temple, the Mounl
remains the object of intense Jewish rev-
erence. But for the past 13 centurics the
same trapezoidal tract has also been Is-
lam s holiest site after Mecca and Medina
its Al Agsa Mosque and Dame of the
Rock honor Lhe spol whenee the Prophel
Muhammad is said o have ascended Lo
the seventh heaven Christians too hold
in awe this place where Jesus walked.
Mow a conlroversy has arisen over wheth-
er, and when, a new Jewish Temple
should be buill
Temple reconstruction was no issUS
antil 1967, when Israel caplured the
Mount and Lhe Old Citly. Enger to pre-

Muslims to administer the site They per-
miit no Jew or Christian to pray openly on
the holy ground, nor will they congider
allowing even the simplesl synagogue of
chureh. The merest hinl of rebuilding the
Temple is considered an oulrage by the
Prophet’s followers, who, in the words of
an official at Al Agsa, “will defend the
[slamic holy places to the lasl drop of
their blood ™

Jewish sensitivities also hinder recon-
struction. Israsl’s Chief Rabhbis forbid
Jews 1o set fool on the Mount lest Lhey ac-
cidentnlly step on the siie of the ancient
Holy of Holies, where only the high priesi
entered, once a year. In addition, there
are various views over how and when a
new Temple could or should be raised
The Babylonian Talmud offers conflict-
ing opinions, bul Rashi, the great medi-
evitl sage, insisted that the Temple must
descend directly from heaven when Lhe
Measiah comes. On the other hand, tradi-
tion holds that God's biblical comma nd 1o
Build Lhe Temple is irrevocable, and the
Jerusalem Talmud says Jows may con-
#iruet an intermediate edifice before the

e
[ el
Eod YT HeLTiRED BOTEL, JEAURA AL

showed thal a surprising 18.3% of Israelis
thought it was time to rebuild; a mere 3%
wanted to wait for the Messiah.

Mext week larael's Ministry of Reli-
gious AMairs will sponsor @ first ever Con-
ference of Temple Research lo discuss
whether contemporary Jews are obliga Led
to rebuild. However, severnl small organi-
sations in Jerosalem helieve the question
is seitled. They are realously making
preparations for the new Temple in spite
of the doctrinal obstacles and the cerlain-
by of provoking Muslim fury

These groups eschew violence bt of-
fer no explanation of what ghould be done
about the Muslim shrines thal now occu-
py the holy ground. They point oul that
animal sacrifices and other aspects of
Temple worship are 5o ingrained in Juda-
ism Lhat they take up a third of the 613
biblical commandmenls, plus major por-
lions of the Talmud and the daily ritum
Temple restorntion is also a fixation fo
literal-minded Prolestants, who deem &
new Temple the precondition for Chrisl's
Secomd Coming

Two Talmudic schools located near
the Western (Wailing) wall are tenching
nearly 200 students the elabarate details
of Temple service. Other groups are e
searching the family lines of Jewish
priests who alone may conduct sacrifices
Next year an organizing convention will
be held for those who believe themselves
io be of priestly descent. Former Chiefl
abbi Shlome Goren, who heads anolher
Temple Mount organization, believes his
research has fixed the location of the an-

l_-.c-rw: pence, Tsrael eonlinues (o allow

Messianic em. A 1983

newspaper poll | cient Holy of Holies so thal Jews can en-

hl Photngraphs lor TIME by David Rubénger




ler the Mount without sacrilege. He in-
sists, "l cannot leave this world without
assuring that Jews will once again pray on
the Mount."™

No group is more zealous than the
Temple Institute, whose spiritual leader,
J0-year-old Rabbi Israel Ariel, was one of
the first Israeli paratroopers Lo reach the
Mount in 1967, “Our lask." states the in-
shitute’'s American-born directlor, Zev Go-
lan, "is to advance the cause of the Tem-
ple and o prepare for its eslablishnent,
not just talk about ji "

Dhuring six years of research, the insti-
tute has reconstructed 38 of the ritoal im-
plements that will be required when Tem-
ple sacrifices nre restored, it will complete
the other 65 items as funds permit. A mu-
seum of the completed pieces has drawn
10,000 visitors during the current haly
days. In addition (o such items as trum-
pets, lyres and lots, the institute js prepar-
ing vestmenis for the priests-in-waiting,
According to Seriplure, the clothing mumst
be painstakingly made with flax spun by
hand into six-stranded threads.

One difficulty is the requirement (as
i Numbers 19: 1-10) that priests purify
their bodies with the cremated ashes of an
unblemished red heifer before they enter
the Temple. Following a go-ahead from
the Chiel Rabbinate, instilule operatives
spent Iwo weeks in August scouling Eu-
rope for heifer embryos that will shortly
be implanted into cows at an Israeli cattle
ranch

As for rebuilding, none of the Broups
are believed to be stockpiling limestone
and marblo just yet. For years, however, a
miniature Temple model has lured tour-
ists to Jerusalem's Holyland Hotel, and
the instilute js prepaning blueprints for
a more nuthentic replicn that will cost
31 million. All money for the various proj-
ecis will come from Jews: Christian wiefl-
wishers are not allowed 1o contribule

To rmabbis like Jerusalem’s Pesach
Schindler, such efTorts are historically
interesting  bul spiritually  superfluous
A member of Judaism’s Conservalive

Vessel tor ceremantal inconss

. =52 '.'iI'I‘ I.
[rusll.ly woven Fﬂl‘-‘!ﬂ_}' vestments

“Sooner or later, it will he d—'nﬂr. "

branch, which shuns Orthadox literalism
regarding the Temple, Schindler contends
that “religion evolves. We have respect
for the past, but it has no operational sig.
nificance. With the establishment of the
siate of Israel, we have all our spirilual
centers within us. That is where the Tem.
ples should be buijl

Bul historian David Solomon insists
that a new Temple is essential: "It was
the essence of our Jewish being, the unify-
ing force of our people.” The Temple In.
stitute’s Golan admits it may be a long
ime before the building rises. “No one
can say how, and no one wants to do it by
force. Bul sooner or later, in a week of
In & century, it will be done And we will
be ready for ilL" He adds wiih quiel ur-
gency, “Every day’s delay is a stain on the
nation,™ ~— Reported by Marfin Levia/
Jerus alomn

Mo, Gl o, Ty
Harp bullt to Bilsle specifications
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Minister of Religious Affai
Zevalum Hammer
Ministry of Religious Affaifs..
2436 Yaffo Street

P.O. Box 130589

Jerusalem Israel

April 19, 1830

Dear Mr. Hammer:
] am appalled to think that we are permitting violence and the
threat of violence to determine acitivities in the area of the

Kotel and within the 0ld City itself.

When an o0ld man is restricted from handing out pamphlets and

women are restiricted from praver "to protect them", it is an act
of cowardice on the part of the government. [ shudder to think
how far these thugs will be permitted to push their demands

before the government realizes that it must defend the populace
from the violent by suppressing the activities of the vioelent,
not the activities of those expressing themselves within the
rights defined by law.

Anaruth Bernard
24380 Custis
Southfield Michigan 48075
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February 12, 1990
17 Shevat, 5750

Rabbi Zevelun Hammar
Minister of Religious Affai
236 Jalffa Rd.

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Rabbi Hammar:

We are writing this letter two weeks after the fact, in order to allow for a
more objective perspective, On Friday, January 19, 1990, late in the
afternoon (approximately 4:15 p.m.), we led a group of American Jews to
the plaza adjoining the Kotel. We shared the responsibility of leading 35
people from three synagogues in the Chicago area on a ten-day study
Kallah to Jerusalem. We had been to the Western Wall several times
already. In fact, upon arriving in Jerusalem on Sunday, January 14, we
brought most of the group to the Wall at 8:30 p.m. in order that their first
vision of Jerusalem would be of this holy and ancient site.

Our purpose in coming to the plaza on Friday at 4:15 p.m. was to worship.
A short Kabbalat Shabbat service had been prepared with appropriate
readings regarding Israel, Jerusalem and the Wall. This had been done on
other occasions and while we resented having to be so far away from the
Kotel itself, we knew that the Mehitza could not be removed (rom the
Wall. Having made the concession of being in the plaza, not next to the
Wall, you can imagine our shock and dismay when several "guards” came
and tried to break up our "mixed" worship service.

Let us express our outrage at the rude behavior of someone interrupting a
waorship service, The initial reaction by some of our congregants ranged
from mild shock to fear. As Rabbis we became angry and sang our
prayers louder. Ultimately, a compromise was reached because the guards
were distracted, even possibly worried, when someone from our group
recognized the Honorable Governor of lllinois, James Thompson, who at
that time, was standing near the Wall. A member of our congregation
went and got him and his bodyguards, For whatever reason, one guard
from the Wall realized that we were not going to stop or leave, 50 he
suggested we merely move into two semicircles -- men on one side, women
on the other. Had some of our people not looked so frightened, and had
we had an opportunity to consider the value and the impact of our
protest, we would have refused to break into the two semicircles,

There was a real agony in that moment on Shabbat at the Wall when we
were forced by coercion and fear to observe a traditional custom which




insightfully, in its time, insisted on separation of the sexes in order to
protect men from the distraction of women, so that men's prayers would
not be nullified by diminution of their intentionality, Kavanah.

But today, such a distinction and separation demeans the egalitarian
spirituality so foundational to progressive religious persons.

We were distracted, not by women near us, but by the intrusive presence
of guards constantly hovering around us as other persons, walking
through the plaza, were attracted to our service. We were distracted by
the guards mumbling Hebrew warnings that ours was not a licensed
service. Distracted by the increasing throngs of men and women standing
side by side at the chain, who were closer to the Wall, gawking at men
and women who were scparntcd. praying at the Wall. What nonsensical
idiocy. We who had come to pray in this sacred place were seéparated, but
those who came to watch with no spiritual intent could stand together,
Though each of us was distracted, we ecach concentrated so as to raisc
ourselves and our group above the Jerusalem here to the other Jerusalem
on High.

Will there ever be an erev Shabbat when Jews will worship near the
Temple Mount, near the Kotel, when chains and Mechitzahs will not be

necessary; when only God, a Divine Presence beyond gender and
separation, will embrace those who come to pray, not those who come to
watch?

At a time when Israel is struggling against the erosion of her own
conlidence: when issues of war and peace have been reduced to daily
battles between rocks and rubber bullets, ags and distorted media
coverage; when Israel’s Zionist dream of the ingathering of the exiles
may be on the verge of exploding with 100,000 - 400,000 Soviet Olim;
when walls are being torn down in Berlin to symbolize the end of an era
of fear and destruction; why is this place not free from the petty political
battles of differing ideologies? This Wall, as the last remaining element
of the Holy Temple, belongs not to one group, but to all groups. The
United Jewish Appeal poster with one lone Jew silhouetted against the
huge Wall, captioned "We Are One,” is a curse, not a truth, if being one
means a solitary, stagnant one, rather than a pluralism, [luid, always
emerging onc. The Western Wall must be kept outside of our different
ideologies so that women at the Wall, Reform and Conservative Rabbis
and lay persons who come to Jerusalem -- all of us who lay claim to the
sanctity of this place -- can be allowed to express who we are, not merely
imitate who someone ¢lse chooses for us to be.

We will return to Jerusalem with other study groups in the near future,
and we will return to the Western Wall for other erev Shabbat services.
And we will stand with women and, next time, we will not be pushed
aside or compromised; to do 5o would be to deny our love of Zion and our




individual and Rabbinic commitments to an Israel for all Jews. Isracl's
dignity deserves no less of a commitment lrom us,

We implore you to rectify the injustice being done to Jewish history
before our vision of the Wall becomes as fractured as the reality of the

pcople who stand before it.

Most sincerely,

/
(YA A Gtk
oseph A. Edelheit
Rabbh Emanuel Congregation

Donald N. Glyg¢kman
Rabbi, Ansh

teven L. Denker
Rabbi, Temple Sholom

e Rabbi Uri Regev
Rabbi Richard Hirsch
Rabbi Eric Yoffie
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Rabbl Gayle Pomerantcz
Congregation Emanu-E]
Anguello Blvd. & Lake S8t.
San Franclsco 94118

Greetlings,

rt

I recelved your letter of February l1l2th, and I must say that 1
was So0rry to see that you were unwilling to understand the
x

i1ty of the i1ssue, and ilndeed, of the site.

sensltivity and comple

1 of my offtice to

have asked the dlrector genera

In any case,
glve you further detalls.

Zevulun Hammer
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 The Congregation Emana-Bi
{ gl Bosdomared aned Loks Hhoost
‘Tf Torn Hancison SHF1S
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418 TO1-28

GAYLE POMERANTIL ~
HEEBEI

01 -03- M
Ministry of Religion L1va Yapnl
Jerusalem
Israel O L

February 12, 1990
Dear Mr. Hammer:

[ am writing you to protest the Ministry of Religion’s recent
ruling which prohibits women from worshipping as a group or
reading from the Torah at the Kotel,

As a rabbi of a large congregation in the United States, and an
avid supporter of Israel, I am deeply offended by your decision to
exclude women from worshipping freely and within the bounds of
Halakha at the Kotel. The Kotel is a powerful symbol to all Jews
alike; it should not and must not become off limits to women who
choose to raise their voices in worship there together.

This Shabbat [ will be delivering a sermon from the bima of the
Congregation Emanu-El protesting the Ministry’s recent ruling. 1
would like to be able to deliver a sermon in the near future
praising the Ministry’s retraction of the current regulation
prohibiting women's free worship., It is difficult to encourage
support for Israel and her policies when they are exclusive of
fifty percent of the population’s rights.

After the Israelites crossed the Sea of Reeds, Miriam led the
Israelite women in prayer and song. Women today must be granted
the same right as these women once had; the right to come together
to 1ift their voices in song to God. We demand this right!

Sincerely, :

ﬂ,:'i.f A [i";ﬁf? i "; -;?"?-f- /A /“5,

Rabbi Gayle Pomerantz
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Decdmber 20, 1989

Rabbi Getz

Chief Babbi at the Western Wall
Ministry of Religious Affairs
King David Street

Jerusalem, Israel.

Dear Rabbi Getsz,

On October 31, 1989 Rabbi Mair and Rabbi Samuel Chamberger were asked to
perform a marriage ceremony for Frances Pastan and myself.

The assurance of a katuba was made by the Rabbi's before the first check .
of 590.00 for Rabbi Chamberger was paid., After the ceremony Rabbi's Chamberger
and Mair were again asked for a katuba. Rabbi Mair asked for another payment
of 560.00 for expenses and again promised to mail the katuba to us.

Enclosed are copies of the endorsed checks given in payment.

We have never received this promised katuba and are again asking for it.

Sincerely,

~ N ,S\ .
T -
SN "‘-L:.\_\ ﬁﬂ\ AN l*‘:‘l-;_l-":m_l‘.l_t;— -
Eugenel L. Horowitz I

118 Monrce Street #602
Rockville, MD 20850
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6.9.89
Naomi Scokoloff, Ph.D. .
Assistant Professor of Hebrew .

229B Denny Hall DH-20
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195

Dear Dr. Naomi Sokoloff,

I received your letter and read it with interest.

The subject of the customs of prayer and behaviour at
the western wall is a delicate and complex subject,
and is of long standing tradition.

We have dealt extensively in the matter and I have .

referred your letter to the Director General of our
office who is dealing with the subject.

Sincerely Yours,

. Zevulun Hammer
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