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birthday; 12 V111 74

-mﬁl{lht mercaz |'hitpatrut 1%yeled in March of 1977, He came withoul
a complete medical record byt with a known history of dehydration at

sge 10 days and of miternal hepatitis during the pregnancy. Except for
the normal childhood diseases, other medical problems were seen as related
to the sbove conditions, e.g. feeding problems. €11 was relerred to Bait
Loewenstein by his doctor at sbout age 1 year and they provided him with a
program of physical therapy &l Hadera and periodic follow-up &t lananna,

!resented as a good-looking two and a half vear old of normal height and
weight, He lacked a general sensc of purpese and coordination in his
movements and activities, had strabssmus and almost pon-existent language,
When Gil learnéd to walk, (age 2) his PT was stopped but according Lo both
the metapelet and parents,§ growth spirt followed. Our ehservations also
confirmed » spirt of some 12 months in the sevenmonth period since his
last testing at Loewenstein, Several days before coming to the Mercaz, he
had a convulsion snd later in the same month, he began drug Lreatment o1
B, Loewenstein for this,

My first observation of Jlwas difficult as he was gtill out of balance ""‘
from the seizure and his normal hyperactive darling from object to ohject,

place to place was more hieghtened than uswal. | ehserved & general

retardation in all areas of functioming of aldost a year, His gross motor,

fine motor andself-help/social skills were all aboutl at an 1B-22 months

level while his iammga lanugage skills were almost non-existent, Their

absence caused us to wonderabout whether his almost mutistic ignoring of |
verbal stimuli (social) was secondary or primary, |

At this T.imﬁrql.j{lrl to receive both physical therapy and zmp specch
therapy on a regular basis, He was referrsd for nu eye exam, 8 hearing
test and a neurological re-evaluation, His parents and the staff of the
children's house 811 were willing te help in his treatment, although there
were various disagreements between the itwo parents as to their expecgations
and between the staff and the parents about the division of respomsibility,

The summer showed an improvement in (il situvation and everyone was high

and activé, Whenm the progress began to plateau, problems again began Lo

arise, These gmmwim ceneered around the reality of the parent's expectgtions

and the availability of necessary staff onm the kibbutz to care for & child .

of -nucriw. It was decided that it would be best fax to [ind a

day-care situstion used to training reterded children close to the kibbutz - ’1—;
while simultaneously continuing his individual therapy for physical as well -
as speech problems. Several possibilities were explored and in the end,

it was decided that the school in Givatm Clga is most suitable,

Respectfully,

Abigail B, Sivan-Sher, Ph.D,
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