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The Town That Never Was

Questions over
who is a haredi,
the lack of

a master plan and
a bureaucratic
stone wall are
threatening
Ramat Modi'im's
future.

By Liat Collins
Photos: Karen Benzian
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b tale of Ramel Moditim contains
all the elements of & clsgic ba
[ fe bimngle
dilference, {
ahle lamd parcha
wilmid
American olim, religioes versas
haredim. Fwvei the Jistice Minis

EIC Erveriimcnl imn-
tch-12s, question
% in the

feredl lorrilorics, Amive

tiy's conbrovers

Min Albeck nppears i the
wirwy. Wamat Modiim hns fallen theough the
eracks, anid it many @ ed mdversarics
wabnbd st ns soon it siayed 10
Roirphly nddway between Tel Aviv amd Je
rumabom, the town is near the site where the
e nt Jeas progosed boilding the city of
Mol howse over TR THND Rssian pnomi-
prants, Today, aleost 150 fnifies Hyve in Ra-
mat Muwdiim, which is planned for double o
e thal mamber, The fown receives corln
mcipal sorvices from the Mateh Binyamin
Hepienal Conncil, and boasts its own public
schivol, comrtesy of the Educatson Ministry
fliel Pla Alheck, the fistice Ministry official
in charpe of Judca and Samaria, has yet fo be
comvinged that the lown has the nght o exist
1 empite all the talk ol catiing through grvem-
mend peid {ape b0 speoid up proceduncs for get-
timg bumisang P s wrlerway, nf Famal Mo
l'im - bocatexd some 10 km. Trom: Ben-Garion
Adrpeort, st beyond the Gircen Lime — its Irasi-
s ws wsun], Dosens, perhaps hundreds, of
famifics conmed et morigages (0 boild homes
there, all becawie of the povernment’s schize
phrenic attiide towand the lown
This hos sad implications for all those inter.
cotpd in building in Ramai Sfoli'im, simce all
morgnges o bracl are indivectly granted
throph the & Ministry. And the minis
try has heen imtmucied by Albeck that am
smaginary home it wp on an imnp:lnm:r r"|"l!
in the imaginary tven thoubd not be accepied
ax mtislactory oollateral for A mongage

al v

w the eacly 1980k, there were (wo govern

mei fints regarding the northern Modilin
region: In 1982, the povernmend gave its ap
prowal for the construction of 450 dwellings in
dape A of the “religoos-haredi” town of
Gapei Modittm. (Recouse il was over the
{ireen Line, the developors noeded govern-

et authodizmtiom, )

A vear Inter, when other developers started
tn ot into (he act on the adjacent hillop that
was (4 beooeme Hamal Modiv'im, the govern
micrl 1okl them, in ellect, you have our ap
ool bt sdministe atively, your town will be
siemsion of the previomdy suthosized
| Wsili'im. Together, the twn ar
& Haslmonaim. At the time the LIS
wenl wat paying carciul alfentson bo
emid of Jewdahi commyemtics in
restesricn andl the lsrach govormment ap
parenily fell there was no poiad in posimp oat ol
six way to anmry Uncle Sam by establishing
two such communitics where one would do

Thise almost aphitrary ansd expedient deci
woms were evenlually 1o have a profaund el
feet ni Ramial Modiim, when the areancrats
implemented them with heavy-handed
inbiffcremoe

Meanwhile, Hwe twn proups of dewe
separate ways, Whereas Ganel
ays appealed 1o haredem, Ha-
mat Mixdiim bns been markeded by the Boei
Drak-bawed Famat Modilim  Development
pamy s o “religioas urban scitlement %
whatcver reason, Ramat  Modi'im
el ol the presund two yoars lajer than
. has froen (he outsed, heen mone
siceessful than Canci Mo which boslay
ily MDA s, In 1k 198k, as the
firsl Iwsined were being o boted im rlse (wa
e, il was apparent ihat Ramat Modi'im

ls

was prowing much fasier ]
Loy, relations Detwern the twn * biods-

i aee cordial, ¥ nod desoad of Inction Int

imming. however, several of the first
ponts of Cianel Modiim, o group of Ye-
haredim from Kiryad Cno, wene ipset
I ihemechves llving next 16 an entire Eowm
ol rely religious” Jews - many [rom Eng
hsh-gpeaking @ rics - whio, ey beloved
hal mo plsce in whal ws sapposed 0 have

been harcdi turf.

In 1987, afraid that they woukd be swal-
lowed up by Ramat Modi'im, they tumed the
tables by asking Albeck o gel involved in
their dispute with their neighbors.

Danny Missim, himsell Sephardi and n wet-
eran resident of Ramat Modiim, claims with
o litthe iroay that his Ganel Modi'im neigh-
ham wrote Plia Albeck: “Those Westernerns
down the moad are muining the atmosphiere,
preventing [the haredim] from creating "Bei
Brak Fasi."™

Ramnt Maodi'im residents contend that Al-
beck has shown inflesibility. They say it is &
case of two groups which fate, in the form of
Bamat Modiim and an srbitrary government
decision, has thoown tnpether. The knot bind-
ing these two basically incompatible commi-
nities should, say the residents, be fom asun-
der for everyome's henefil

Aul Alsock did nothing of the sort, The
charter says that the lown wonald e religions-
haredi, mesmng, according to Albeck, that

the town would be for people who are Chrtho-

dox in an altra-Ovthodox way, and not for
F'I:t'f"h,' who are cither religions or hareds
Therelore, she announced, Ramat Modiim,
as o merely religions town, had no right 1o
exist, The town's inhabitants, cach of whom
hadl invesied fens of thousands of dollars in
their homes, suddenly discovered that they
were unwekoome, if not illegal, squatiess

amal Miosdi'im is not 8 settlement cslab

Nishsed by zealots sncaking caravans onbo
» remnte Samarian hilltop in the middle of the
night and refming to be moved. On the con-
trary, residents repeatedly point owt thal
Prime Mimisier Yitzhak Shamir was present af
the groumihrenking ceremdany in 1984 in the
mid- 1980, the government,, inchuding the las
tice Minkstry, was fully aware that consins
fisn was proceeding in the town, and plot
owners were given the necessary permils, os
well a3 morigages.

Mot only the residents feel beteayed, how-
ever. Albeck saya, "They cheated me in a Tig
way, They ehouldn't be so prowd that Shamir
was of The groundbreaking ceremweny when
they deeeived him, too."” The cheating which
Alberk soowset the Ramat Modi'im rouidenis

Prime Minister Shamir stands under the banner declaring, ‘Ramat Muodi®bm.

A relighous wrhan setflement,” al the groamdbreaking ceremony.

of commilting arises from another lsrachi pe
culiarity: The insistence on calogonoing peo-
ple into religisus groups despite the ahsence
ol @ begal or workable definition of “haredi”
and “religious.”

“The residents pretended they wens hare
dim.™ says Adbeck, “and 1 had no reason o
dispute them. The women wore hendoover -
inps, they wese graduates of (he Eem youilh
mowement and their chikiren studied in single-
wew schonls,™ notes Albeck, who by this defi-
nitson hersell [alls into the hareds camp

The Tsrncli-hom amd mmited Albeck cannol
comeeive of peipe whe live by these standariks
il comssdering fhemselves haredi; the Amer
amil Englich-born residents, on the othcr
d, are equally upset by the sugpestion thal
pretendest to be somethang thay are not:
headvovering, sepamte education and even
I o mot pecessarily a haredi make abroad
e can only wonder mi the vehemenoe ol
the Cinnei Modi'im resbilents who objecied 1o
heing abtanrbed by Ramat Modi'im resideniy
el whe teodd journalists that ‘the women here

FEBRUARY 21, 1992 17



Bonbder-sirewn vacant Inds anal the sheleton shell of homes of would-be Ramal Modi'im residenis stand next to completed villas.

s aronml wAth nncovered heads, m sharta and
with lare chests,” " velated one residend. " Bat
the wisnen aee monddestly dressed, even i you
can e their necks and wnists, ™

Shickmg closer tn the kefter of the kBaw than
perhaps, Allseck, gays. "I have sug-
1w relovant government bodies that
ens he splil, heesise this w i
c i Joi oof therr problems, Pl this docs not
mean they have n rrghr ino exisi. They don't
Mawst of them are there on [alse pretenses and
huibding illegnlly, The government coubd have
their komes demolished ™

e theent of demasdition made = great im
pression on Ya'now Elefant, the former head
the Ramal Modiim icsidents association, He
heenmes mpael ax he recounts a erocinl mect-
ng with Albeck. "She inststed that sinee Siape
A ol Cinmed ModiUim badd been desipanted Tor
hnecdim amd Ramat Moh'nn was an extension
of Cianes Mok ki, we also had 1o e hareds &
WE WErE he allowed 1o live in the area. She
wan gven prepared b write up demadition

onilers apming familics who were not prepansd

i declige 1hemselves haredim

I i ely chamexd in thai, For my pan,
Hwtrand i be comudered Sinpe B
I s, she el wi winild pisl receive

prrvermment recogmdtion i services wndil after
LR Tnomibies the Figure designated in the
gowvernment proclamtion swlhorizing stapge A

were abready loving in Cianel Maocdiim. Al e
timme, lomer years alter developmend had began,
asily 110 fa

e wen lics living these. 'We

lelt this me=cting with a leching of utler
b prcieen
Alheek alen decnled that. 10 predt ihe
egitni pighita” of Ciames Modiine, she had

o o shevgier marriope of
creating the “unil

al lensd om peapscr
mg ihat she wae

i s B b e wie s ol
veparclies ol i the resualt
{ I | L TER T T

AT

ity ehily W &l

v W fuaml Aowdi o

I i By e ek dlistesa™ b

vime pepmesenBalive g Wl Lierio Al
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nppﬂ'mrd town council, along with a third ap-
pointee representing the ministry. Interior Min
ister Arye Deni's side, David Milgrom, was m
charge of selecting the three councilmen, one of
whom, claims Elefant, i Milgrom's study pari-
per. Feeling powerless under these ciroum-
stamees, the Ramat Modiim representative ki
er resigned, leaving two  oosincllors, both
haredim, neither of whom lives there

.
( onsidered n nelghborhood of Haghav-
Ju'im_ Rampt Moditim, in the wake of

Afbeck's raling, hnd the worst of both worlids
The Match Binyamin regional council, headed
by Pinhas Wallersiein, began 1o collect local
tanes ad postibly the highest rate in Samaria
However, fse comnctl introduced few services
ather than parbage collection. Elefam recallx
ihnd, when n pi;m bursi near his howse, the
Match Rinyamin official e contactcd told him
that the coupcil had no responsibility for Ba
mat Modiim's infrastracture. Tt took a ot of
badgering for repain o be done

COm a walk aroamd Ramat Modi'in, you can
find boubder-sirewn vacand lots and the skele-
tomd of large homes next (o completed wllas,
The sireets have been poved af the residenis”
capense amd the sidewnlks have ihe look of
having been construcied recently. Despile the
Inrge number of children in the lown, play-
premunids pned pnlh are few mnd primilive

Wallerstem hlames the way the fown was
developed., “Lrsanlly, o town is creaded by the
governmen! and comes with all the necessary
mnfrastructure,” be says. *Bul becawe Romat
Masdi'im was developed entirely, by & privioie
cnpstruction company, fhis wasn't the case.”

Wallersdein denles rh:ugH that e is delils.
eralely withbolding services lrom Ramat ho-
di'im hecause of the dispute. “These people
nte mot cheats o lars,” says the regional
connetl head, contradicling the Justice Moms
iy line. ““They are a good class of people, the
type we woulbd like 1o ntiract to the arca, They
exmilid eopirilsie & greal deal ™

Nt the barcascratic maze i oped encisarag
g Ramul Moditim residents 1o realiee their
T il fisp developsient of the arci. Bepig
Ak rivtslinteve Hailsn made Mie diffecili fos

resplents and perspective residents. But the
worse was yet lo come

In Janwary 1989, Albeck ordered Mateh
Binyamin 1o cease giveng oul bublding permits
in tha town and banking establishments
stopped making morigages available there

Beeause of o legal techndcality, her actions
can s juatihed, The Ramat Modi'im develop
e hind not received approval for the master
|'|I.1.n {fochm? miar] Ihr}' had submitted in
1943, mninly because they couald o ade-
quately prove ownership of the site on which
they planned 1o pul op the setilement

From a stricily fepal stamdpoint, as far as
miipapes are concerned, if thene is o mnsler
plan, the fown, For all prulirn'- purposes, does
ol exisl, Withiurl an approved plan, there
cnn he o bailfing permdis; without buailfing
pormils, e monpages. Residents claim, how
ever, theee are several Jowish oommunitics in
Iwben amed Samaria where morigages and
busilding permils are given oul despate the fact
that the town pl.ln has nod been approved.
They claim this is the case with Dolev and
Kaochay Ya'ir. a foct disputed by Albeck snd
Wallerstein, Residents of Ganed Modiim have
meantime hod no problem with their mor-
gages despite ihe smilar dispules,

Fromically, I'I|r|'-|u_:l'm||1 the mid-1980k, the
lustice Minisiry took no steps (o prevent the
developer from sclling over 51 million of
o, despite e smbiguous ownership of the
Famai Modi'tm site, The developer did not
comviner the government of is claim 1o the
land until 1988 Towewer, in 1989, Albeck,
wher had pol been worked up about the plot
sales, iwmped the morgage ban based on the
fact that & town plan had never been approved

which in turn had been based on the gues-
tiimizble ownership back in 1983

Afbeck didn't require the developer o re
sl the plan within & certnin period. She
tid order the developer, however, 1o shop
sellimg plots. Monciheless, the forin, owned h}r
i Brak lwyers Shmuel Appel amd David
e W with a simple sieniagem 1o get
aromnd the prohibifem: they set up a markel-
iy sxibasd

:, whios immigrai-
in Ramat Modi'im

five years ago afier beaving their kibbutey Says
Irn Hartman, 1 knew when we hnugf‘ri e
lanad that the I:||.||'I|!||1g permil hasl nod yel been
granted, bat all the oificials | spoke 1o said,
an™t WIRTY, There are no prnhlrrm "1 even
hawe n letter saying that “in principle’ my
building plans are acceptable. But now the
developera won't even et me look al the
plans. 1 feel we keep going from one frusirat-
ing sluation to another,™

The developers were apparently in oo hurry
to resubmit the master plan, Residents charge
that the developen intended 1o wear down
their resistance by sialling; the residenis
would be so relieved that 8 masier plan had
been approved, they would ignose aspecis of
the plan that they would otherwdse have op-
posed. Appel and Ze'ira refused to comment,

The developers wailed undil the spring of
1991, soame eight years after the first application
anil two years after the morigage ban, to resub-
mid the plan, The residents, however, would not
be put off, despite clabma that they were pres-
sured by povernment officials nat 1o file objec
tions b0 the plan; discovering thal ihe develop-
ers had contrived 1o put up additional howsing in
areas thad had been fkﬁipﬂll’:ﬂ s parl[am.i angl
that the plan contained & host of other features
they objected 1o, they submitted a kaundry list
of challenges to the proposed masier plan

*The uncenainty & nerve-racking.” Hariman
contimees. “If | manage to Gnish building the
frame of the house, by another legal quirk the
Housing Ministry loan will be considerably lower,
5o, you're mever quile sure whene yoo .

thmqu, however, familics interested in
building in Ramat Modi'im were led fo

belbeve that there was & light ol the end of the
morigage ban tunnel. It is accepled praclise
that once n master plan s submitied, plot
owmners nol affected by any of the challenges o
the plan are immediately provided with provi-
siomal building permits, allowing them 1o ob-
tnin morigages, Al a public foram in Famat
Modi'im last month, Wallerstein promised
that once the developers submitied the plan,
he would make sure the permils were avail-
able. Albeck also says that omce the masier
plan is approved, the problem should largely
solve itsell. Bui objections 1o the plan cowld
take years (o hear and solve

In the meantime, many of the families af
fected continue 1o live in remtal housing,
wherte they will have to remain for the foresee-
nhle future, Hortman explaing his fockings of
helplessness, lrustration and anger as he is
foreed bo fritter sway thousamds of doblars on
rent - money he'd st aside to build his home
“Wie're comstanily nervous about nof finishing
By the enad of July when our rental contract
riams owl and we have to renew il al a higher
e, 'm paying back maere (o the bank i
muorigage [ees (han | would have had we man
aprl! o pet the Housing Minisiry's young-
:nuplf morigage, for which we are e,
And T'm still paying rent and cond n
fees, which are skyrocketing

Lawrence Feldman, a vetoran American
immdgrant, bought land in Ramai Modi'im in
1989, He wanted 1o transfer the mortgage he
had received for an apartment in Jerusalem,
but in the wake of Albeck’s intervention, he
was unable to do o, Therelore, afier be sold
This fiat, e was uquimd 1oy dheposid the halance
of his mortgage in the bank, where the money
has been frozen ever since. However, he be-
gnn buildmg in 1989

“I had the money to finance most of the
construction, so 1 figured it paid to get the
building (rame up while the morigage problem
WA 'h-cin; setiled,” Feldman says. “Last yeEar,
with my house mosily I:I'ImFI|t‘|1:. I simply ran
out of funds; the money is frozen in the bank
The house has just sat there, unfinished, since
last October,

“None of the ohjections b the town plan
affect my plot in Ramat Moditim. There's no
reason whalsoever wh:.' 1 shvuld nat be given n
Building permil immediatcly. But in this coun
try, apparenily, buresucracy rubes ™

In the meantime, Ramat Modi'im remains
some port of phavom villnge; & povernmeni
ghest town &
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