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TAMAR REGIONAL COUNCIL -
THE DEAD SEA REGION

espite its name, WMS;HWSM alive and
| well! This is one of the mast phenomenal bodies i of water
in the world, and is the mmufmmm
where He rained fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah,
me;mmmamwm
19:24-26),
At 400m below sea level, this is the lowest spot on earth, part of

the great rift. 65 km. | 18 km. at its widest
point, W depth of up mmﬂﬁiﬁmm’#wﬁr
mmmmmmm ns of Moab to the

and medicine.

The water, tan times saltier than the Mediterranean, has such a
high sp&mﬁc weight that one can float effartlessly with no fear of
drowning. The tremendous concentration of Bromine {20 times
higher than in the ocean) has a relaxing effect on the nervous
system; Magnesium (15 times higher] counteracts skin allergies
and clears the bronchial passages. In addition, the hot sulphur
springs along the shores of the Dead Sea and the deposits of
medicinal mud, provide treatment for a number of ailments, such
as rheumatism and arthritis,

The air is extremely dry while temperatures are high all year
round. Rainfall amounts fo no more than two inches a year. The
fow altitude enriches the air in oxygen (10% mare than at
sea-level). The low humidity, combined with the high evaporation
rate of the Dead Sea water, increase the body's metabolic activity,
and the high atmospheric pressure helps filter the sun’s
ultra-violet rays, greatly reducing the danger of sunburn on the
more than 320 cloudiess days of the year.

Ever since ancient times, the Dead Sea region provided refuge for
those in search of freedom or peace. The future King David, King
Herod, Jesus Christ, John the Baptist, Jewish zealots and
Christian manks were among the palitical fugitives who found a

haven here.

The unigue health-giving properties and the awesome landscape
- primeval, lunar, slashed by canyons and craggy cliffs and
relieved by miraculously verdant oases = combine to induce 8
feefing of enchantment and well-being for every visitol to the
area.

THE TAMAR REGIONAL
COUNCIL

he origin of the name and symbol of Tamar is the date.
T"Tamar” is Hebrew for date, and date-palm trees are
prevalent in the area, which inciudes the oasis of Ein Gedi
whose ancient name is “Hatzatzon Tamar”,
The jurisdiction of the Tamar Regional Council extends over the
Dead Sea coast, the Northern Arava, the Judean Desert heights
and the northeastern slopes of the Negev mountains. Total
jurisdiction area: approximately 2.2 million dunams {apout
600,000 acres), including some 700,000 dunams in the northern
area,
“Tamar" was founded on May 3. 1956

SETTLEMENTS AND SITES
(FROM NORTH TO SOUTH)

N ORTHERN REGION

VERED YERICHO
Mashav. Population: 200. Founded 1980. Winter crops Tropical
fruits. Date plantations

EIN HOGLA (MUL NEVO)

Founded in 1983, shortly to become a kibbutz. Winter erops.
BET HA'ARAVA

Kibbutz. Founded 1980, Winter crops. Tropical fruit. Dste
plantations,

BET HA'ARAVA SOLAR POND

Experimental project producing solar energy by a process
involving sun-heated salt water,

ALMOG

Kibbutz, Population: 80. Founded in 1977, Winter craps. Tropical
fruit. Date plantationsalhgustry: an automotive electrical Blant.
QALYA BEACH

QALYA =

Kibbutz. Population: 140. Founded in Wﬁ:{m#&&m

‘War. Winter crops. Dates and subtropical fruits. mﬂmmg,
QUMERAN

National Park. Ruins of ancient Essene town including towers,
pottery workshops. The famous Dead Sea Scrolls were found in
mmmmdmﬁﬂm '

unﬁqua uupafm' fatna.
NAHAL QIHDRON
Canyon traversing desert from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea coast,

EINOT QANE AND SAMAR

Nature reserve, rare fauna and flora, (Closed to the pubiic -
reserved.,)

METZOKE DRAGOT

Holiday village, cliff climbing, gliding school, Desert tours center,

NAHAL DARGA

Gorge with breathtaking view; dry river, waterfall cascides into
the sea.

MITZPE SHALEM _

Kibbutz. Population: 100. Founded in 1969, Winter crops and
dates. Tourism services.

MITZPE MIKHWAR

Observation point with magnificent panoramic
eastern Dead Sea coast and Moab Mountains.

view of the

E IN GEDI & MASADA REGION

EIN GEDI HELD SCHOOL
Operated by the Society for Nature Protection. Population: 50.
Research center. Hostel, Study rooms. Exhibition hall,

NAHAL DAVID
Nature reserve, fresh water springs, waterfalls, pools and unigue
ifora and fauna.

TEL GOREN
Ancient Synagogue and the old Jewish settlement of Ein Ged);
remnants of ancient agriculture.

NAHAL ARUGOT
Nature reserve; swee! waler pools, waterfalls, flora and fauna.

EIN GEDI BEACH
Tourist facifities, camping site and Holiday Village, gas station,
restaurant, mini-market,

EIN GEDI

Kibbutz. Population; 650, Located on its present site since 1960,
with civilian status since 1956, Ein Gedi's industries are divided
between tourism and agriculture, Tourism enterprises; a guest
house, fast-food restaurants and hot springs. Agricultural crops:
dates, winter crops, subtropical groves, field-crops, turkey raising.
Other industries: a motion picture and photography film
processing lab, minerals marketing, a house-plants nursary.

HAMME MAZOR (EIN GEDI HOT SPRINGS)

Therapeutic bathing facilities (pools) attached to the beach;
contain hot sulphuric water from nearby mineral springs. Modern
bathing facilities, The water, naturally hot and rich in minerals, is
famous for its effects on certain rheumatic problems. Also
avaifable natural black mud packs and other treatments.

NAHAL HEVER
Canyon with outstanding cliff views and ancient caves. A number
of ancient scroll renmants were found here (The Hever Scrolls).

NAHAL MISHMAR
Caves which housed remnants from Bar Kokhba period

NAHAL ZE'ELIM

Wide river bed; springs and hollows surrounded by special fauna
and flora

METZADA (MASADA)

Central and most renowned historic site in the Degd 588 reglon.
Metzada was King Herod's fortress-palace befare becoming the
last refuge for Jewish zealots after the Romans W
Jerusalem and the Temple (78 C.E.). 960 men, women and

children chose to take their own lives here rather than surrender.

mmmﬁmmmﬂ Herod's luxurious

and mmm

i d by

'MASADA 55

Tourist services complex at foot of Metzada; Restaurant, cafeteria
-and souvenir shops.

Ew soaca ano Hame: zonan recion

s g 8

EIN BOOEQ TOURIST COMPLEX
Tourist services and modern hotels. International treatment
center for psorigsis. Promenades and public beaches.

HAMME ZOHAR (ZOHAR HOT SPRINGS) TOURIST COMPLEX
Health spas and hotels. Zohar hot springs, rich in sulphur, are
particularly benaficial in the treatment of muscular aifments,
diseases of the joints, and allergies. Therapeutic services: sulphur
pools and baths, therapeutic mud, physiotherapy, and maore.

NEWE ZOHAR

Regional center with housing estate for service and lourism
personnel employed in the region, The offices of the “Tamar”
Regional Council and the Development Corporation are also
located here. The center includes a camping resori, grocery store,
police station, first-aid station, fire station, and Bet HaYotzer
Museum devoted to Dead Sea research and history.

NAHAL ZOHAR AND METZAD ZOHAR

Canyon landscape west of Newe Zohar, with ruins of two ancient
strongholds dating from Israelfite and Roman eras.

campsite (bathing in the Dead Seal.

MEeTzapA (MASADA) (on foot)

34 hours {cable-car ascent and descent of mountain); 6-7 hours
(ascending and descending by foot),

Visit: The most expansive and highly reconstructed
archaeological site, scene of one of the most exciting episodes of
Jewish history.

NAHAL BOGEQ & NAHAL ZOHAR - ANCIENT RUINS AND
LANDSCAPES

Departure: Ein Bogeq, 4-5 hours; 20 km. (13 miles) ride plus 3
km. (2 miles) walk.

Vigit: Nahal Bogeq and Metzad (Fort) Bogeqg — Ein No'it (15
minutes steep climb) — Nahal Zohar and Metzad Zohar.

Har (MT,) SDOM AND THE FLOUR CAVE

Depariure: Newe Zohar; 4-5 hours; 20 km. (13 miles) ride plus 3
km. (2 miles) walk.

SDDM (SODOM) REGION

SDOM MOUNTAIN AND CAVES
Historical site. A pure salt mountain, Caves formed by water
dissalving the salt inside.

DEAD SEA WORKS

Large industrial complex. Intricate system of dykes and
evaporation pans, exploits the enormous mineral wealth of the
water for tha production of raw chemical materials, essential for
industry, agriculture and medicine. The plant is one of Israel’s
most important exporters of fertilizers and -hemicals such as
Potash, Bromide, Chioride and common sa't.

NAHAL PRAZIM AND THE FLOUR CAVE

Canyon carved in soft limestone. The Flour Cave is named so
hecause of the powdery chalk substance which lines it.

KIKAR SDOM (SODOM P.’!.A.W.F 1 Visit: Har Sdom Cave - Salt quarry — Sdom Camp / Salt Reserve -
Salty marshes, water springs and unique wild fauna. Ammi‘az Plain - Flour Cave {on foot).
EIN TAMAR

Meshav. Population: 100. Founded in 1982 Winter crops. Tropical
fruit. Date plantation.

NE'OT HAKIKAR

USEFUL INFORMATION

! o ; (Gas Stations
Moshav. Founded as a farm in the early 1930's. Population: 320. Ein Gedi: Newé Zohar: Ein Hazeva; Arad.
Winter crops. Tropical fruit. Date plantatior.
Restaurants
N Ein Gedi fnn; Mezada 55, Dead Sea hotels; Sdom Apple.
ORTH ARAVA REGION .
Cafeterias
NAHAL HA'ARAVA Qumeran; Einot Zukim; Mezada {Masadal; Ein Bogéq; Hammé
Wide river bed draining the plain from aboJat 100 km. north of Zohar; Newe Zohar; Arava Highway.
Eilat. Public Phones
NAHAL ZIN See: Hotels and Bathing Beaches; Newé Zohar Gas Station; Ein

Gedi Field School; Mezada (Masada),

Canyon passing through crater landscapes of extraordinary
Information

beauty.
HAZEVA

Ancient caravansary, starfing point of Ma'de Aqrabmw
tree is considerad among the oldest of its kind ig dﬂ world.

EIN HAZEVA <
Agriculture farm and mosfia. Pﬂp&#ﬁﬂ!ﬂ. 40, MM

crops. Road services, gas station and restaurant. Unigue reptile
axhibition.

mrrm }

: :
| THE SMALL CRATER) :E&rmmmfmﬁ:mm.mm !
wwr ufmmm “wm mﬂmm Tel. 84306

mwmmwmm Limes system
{netwark of military roads and watchlowers).

MAMSHIT (KURNUB)
Nabatean trade town BC.
P g won oo Somen ol
MISHOR ROTEM (ROTEM PLAIN] |
Aﬂmmmw an R
,-,Mmimmﬁ Mﬂli_ !.ml-!-u'. Ryt i

Site of aﬂafent seftlement. Pﬂnaramic views,

HAR AMASA
Kibbutz. Founded 1382 in the Yattir forest (15 km. west of Arad).

SUGGESTED TOUR ITINERARIES

(Travel distances refer to round trips).

Ambalnm

Ein Ged) (daytime), Tel. B4348; Neweé Zohar (daytime), Tel, B4181;
(night) Tel. 84211.

Police

Jdericho, Tel. 02-922521; Arad, Tel. 100.

Dead Sea region telephone code: 057.

EiN GEDI - NAHAL DAVID NATURE RESERVE (on foot]
ﬂﬂ_‘i&ﬁ?ﬂﬁ: Ein Gedi Field School; 4-5 hours; approx. 6 km, (3.5
miles).

Visit: Ein Ged/ Fleld School (Museum and chservation) — Nahal
David Reserve (bathing in the waterfalls and natural pools,
watching ibexes).

EIN GEDI RESERVE - ANCIENT SETTLEMENT AND
AGRICULTURE fon foot]

Departure: Ein Gedi campsite; 4-5 hours; 7 km. (4.5 miles).
Visit: Ein Gedi waterfall — Tel Goren (the ancient Ein Gedi with
remains of synagogue and ancient agriculture) - Ein Gedi

Design and production: TAN ADVERTISING
Editor: Juval Shahaf
Air Brush: Avner Levona
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Settlement
Planned Settlement
Tourist site and services
Antiguities
Industrial Works
Thermal baths
Bathing beaches
Lookout point
Grade A road

Grade B road

Dirt road

Riverbed
International Border
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