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A HEART FOR THE NEW
TOWN BEING BUILT BY
THE MINISTRY OF
CONSTRUCTION & HOUSING
NEAR JERUSALEM
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Ma’ale Adumim is a new town situated east of Jerusalem being built by the Ministry of
Construction & Housing. It is being built in stages for a planned population of 5000
families

Maale Adurmim is located in the Judean Desert on a ridge that 15 500 metres above sea
level and 300 metres below the level of Jerusalem. Temperatures are approximately
2-3°C higher than in Jerusalem. The town planning utilizes the hilly topography of the
site. Built areas are siluated on the ridges while the valleys and wadis will be planted
with green areas in the future.

A team of specialists, including climatiogists, investigated the area and ils
recommendations influenced the character of the plan. The plan was also influenced by
the special views afforded by Jerusalem to the west and the Judean Desert on all other
sides. {CONT
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After consideration of all the above mentioned factors the present plan was conceived in
which low building is located on the slopes of the hills and higher construction on the
ridges. The central public park will be in the ravineg between the ridges. As such, most
inhabitants will have a view from their apartments of the park, Jerusalem or the desert
{according to their specific location)

A large number of buildings are buill around closed courts protected from the winds
Emphasis has also been placed on covered walkways to increase shaded areas in
summertime

The first phase of the town 15 planned for approximaltly 1,600 dwelling units. A1l the
intersection of the two nidges on which phase | is sited a civic centre will be erected to
include shopping, educational, cultural and sports facilines.

This centre, which construction will start in the coming months, will expand with the
growth of the town, and will house a supermarkel, stores, banks and offices, The first
elementary school 15 being bullt nearby with 18 classrooms, a gymnasium and two
kindergartens. During phase one this school will operate after hours as the community,
cultural and sports centre In the future an addimional elementary school, kindergartens,
a comprehensive school, a synagogue, swimming pool, and sports grounds will be built
at this site. At the spol where the civic centre meets the pubhc park a youth and colture
centre will be built comprising a library, seminar rooms and clubs.

An auditorium is planned for the south west section of the civic centre which will provide
for cultural events for the town’s population

As the ridges on which the housing is situated are long narrow, there are often large
distances to the civic centre. In wview of this an internal transportation system, utilising
trolleys or mini-buses, is planned 10 operate in specially designated lanes, conneciing
the dwelling areas and the town centre, This system will provide efficient transporation
to the centre thus allowing all the inhabitants 1o enjoy the variety of 115 services.

The sale of the first apartments began recently, There was a considerable response.
mainly from young couples. For the first 350 dwelling, 1.150 candidates enrolled, the
final choices being determined by lottery. In the near future another 550 apartments will
be offered for sale Inaddition construction will commence on 72 lote purchased recantly
and allocated for private building

Ma'ale Adumim was planned to provide a high standard of living for its inhabitants, The
inhabitants of the town will be able to live an independent, fruitful and full community life
in this new civic framework
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The civic centre of Ma'ale Adumim will provide shopping, educational, cultural and
entertainment facilities to the entire town. In an effort to create a lively and diverse place,
daytime functions (such as shopping and education) have been located together with
evening and mighttime functions (such as clubs, sports and entertainment facilities)
The following functions will be comtained in the civic centre

educational — day-care. kindergartien and elementary school

cultural and entertainment — auditornium, community centre

commaercial shops, offices and a supermarket

puplic services — city council, health-care clinic, mother and child climic, fire-station,
and public transportation. 150 dwelling urits and an immigrant absorbtion centre will
also be included.

The various facilities are to be arranged around four squares which descent the slope and
along which the main walkway, connecting the bus and trolley terminal to the central
park. There 15 comlete separation between vehicular and pedestrian movement in the
town center The enclosed squares and covered walkways will protect the users of the
centre from sun and desert winds. The resulting combination of a rich variety of activities
and favourable chimatic conditions with no vehicular disruption will provide a beautiful
and pleasant atmosphere for life in the new lown
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The community centre will be the focus of cultural activites for Ma'ale Adumim
Naturally the community centre will mirrar the gquality of ife inthe new town. [t5 success
will be an indication of the level of cultural and social activity and will in turn encourage
these activities. The community centre 15 divided into three wings:

On the ground floor two wings are arranged around an interior courtyard. One wing
contains the entry area with administrative offices It also houses a club for the elderly
whose proximity to the centre of cultural activity will integrate them more fully into the
town's life. A child care centre for working women or those leaving their children while
shopping is also located in this wing

The second wing contains the library which overlooks the park and opens onto the
courtyard, Weather permitting. it will be possible to read out in the courtyard or hold
hiterary seminars under the open sky.

The third wing is located on the second floor and provides for various clubrooms for
adults as well as youths

The location of the community centre on the central town square will make it the core of
the city's cultural and social life.
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2. DAY CARE CENTRE
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The day care centre which will be operated by one of Israel’'s Women s orgamizations will
enable working women to leave their infants in safe hands during working hours. The
convenient location of the day-care facility near the elementary school in the town centre
enables parents {or older brothers and sisters) to leave infants there while occupied with
othar activities in the centre.

The day-care facility includes 4 classes:

1 class for 12 babies from 6 months to 1Y% years old.

1 class for 20 infants from 1% years to 3 years old.

2 classes for 25 children from 3 to 4 years old. )
Each class has an enclosed interior court providing a protected playground, The t:abne_s
playground is covered. There is 8 common yard for the whole da-y-ca_re centre which will
be used mainly by the older children. The centre also contains a kitchen and a sha_rt_ar
which is to be used as an office and staff room. The importance of this day-care iacuh_w
here is underscored by the common effort required by both parents, particularly in
younger couples, when starting life in 8 new town
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The auditorium is planned in a prominent location on the first sguare of the town cenire
where the new visitor first comes in contact with the Ma’'ale Adumim civic centre. The
new auditorium will be the focal point of this square. The spacious entrance foyer is an
extension of the square itself and encloses a gathering place, cafeteria and stairs to the
hall. The stage storage areas are located adjacent to the foyer on the same level beneath
the stage itself.

The hall which seats 750 to 800 is on the upper level. Its seating area slopes downwards
to the stage. The stage will accommaodate a variety of functions, such as assemblies,
congresses, concerts, cinema, and theatre, Storage for stage sets is located an either
side of the stage

The auditorium will be essential to cultural events and entertainment in the new town
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