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APRIL 14, 2004

HIS EXCELLENCY
ARIEL SHARON
PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER SETTING OUT YOUR
DISENGAGEMENT PLAN.

THE UNITED STATES REMAINS HOPEFUL AND DETERMINED TO
FIND A WAY FORWARD TOWARD A RESOLUTION OF THE
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN DISPUTE. I REMAIN COMMITTED TO MY
JUNE 24, 2002 VISION OF TWO STATES LIVING SIDE BY SIDE
IN PEACE AND SECURITY AS THE KEY TO PEACE, AND TO THE
ROADMAP AS THE ROUTE TO GET THERE.

WE WELCOME THE DISENGAGEMENT PLAN YOU HAVE PREPARED,
UNDER WHICH ISRAEL WOULD WITHDRAW CERTAIN MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS AND ALL SETTLEMENTS FROM GAZA, AND
WLTHDRAW

CERTAIN MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AND SETTLEMENTS IN THE
WEST BANK. THESE

STEPS DESCRIBED IN THE PLAN WILL MARK REAL PROGRESS
TOWARD REALIZING MY JUNE 24, 2002 VISION, AND MAKE A
REAL CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS PEACE. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND
THAT, IN THIS CONTEXT, ISRAEL BELIEVES IT IS IMPORTANT
TO BRING NEW OPPORTUNITIES TO THE NEGEV AND THE
GALTLEE. WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT STEPS PURSUANT TO THIS
PLAN, CONSISTENT WITHE MY VISION, WILL REMIND ALL STATES
AND PARTIES OF THEIR OWN OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE
ROADMAP.

THE UNITED STATES APPRECIATES THE RISKS SUCH AN
UNDERTAKING REPRESENTS. I THEREFORE WANT TO REASSURE
YOU ON SEVERAL POINTS.




..I.f'-

FIRST, THE UNITED STATES REMAINS COMMITTED TO MY VISION
AND TO ITS IMPLEMENTATION AS DESCRIBED IN THE ROADMAP.
THE UNITED STATES WILL DO ITS UTMOST TO PREVENT ANY
ATTEMPT BY ANYONE TO IMPOSE ANY OTHER PLAN. UNDER THE
ROADMAP, PALESTINIANS MUST UNDERTAKE AN IMMEDIATE
CESSATION OF ARMED ACTIVITY AND ALL ACTS OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST ISRAELIS ANYWHERE, AND ALL OFFICIAL PALESTINIAN
INSTITUTTIONS MUST END INCITEMENT ACAINST ISRAEL. THE
PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP MUST ACT DECISIVELY AGAINST
TERROR, INCLUDING SUSTAINED, TARGETED, AND EFFECTIVE
CPERATIONS TO STOP TERRORISM AND DISMANTLE TERRORIST
CAPABILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE. FPALESTINIANS MUST
UNDERTAKE A COMPREHENSIVE AND FUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL
REFORM THAT INCLUDES A STRONG PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY
AND AN EMPCWERED PRIME MINISTER.

SECOND, THERE WILL BE NO SECURITY FOR ISRAELIS OR
PALESTINIANS UNTIL THEY AND ALL STATES, IN THE REGION
AND BEYOND, JOIN TOGETHER TO FIGHT TERRORISM AND
DISMANTLE TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS. THE UNITED STATES
REITERATES ITS STEADFAST COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL'S
SECURLITY, INCLUDING SECURE, DEFENSIBLE BORDERS, AND TO
PRESERVE AND STRENGTHEN ISRAEL'S CAPABILITY TO DETER
AND DEFEND ITSELF, BY ITSELF, AGAINST ANY THREAT OR
POSSIBLE COMBINATION OF THREATS.

THIRD, ISRAEL WILL RETAIN ITS RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF
AGAINST TERRORISM, INCLUDING TO TAKE ACTIONS AGAINST
TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS. THE UNITED STATES WILL LEAD
EFFORTS, WORKING TOGETHER WITH JORDAN, EGYPT, AND
OTHERS IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, TO BUILD THE
CAPACITY AND WILL OF PALESTINIAN INSTITUTIONS TO FIGHT
TERRORISM, DISMANTLE TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS, AND
PREVENT THE AREAS FROM WHICH ISRAEL HAS WITHDRAWN FROM
POSING A THREAT THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE ADDRESSED BY ANY
OTHER MEANS. THE UNLTED STATES UNDERSTANDS THAT AFTER
ISRAEL WITHDRAWS FROM GAZA AND/OR PARTS OF THE WEST
BANK, AND PENDING AGREEMENTS ON OTHER ARPANCEMENTS,
EEISTIHG ARRANGEMENTS REGARDING COMNTROL OF AIRSPACE
TERRITORIAL WATERS, AND LAND PASSAGES OF THE WEST BANE
AND GAZA WILL CONTINUE. THE UNITED STATES IS STRONGLY
COMMITTED TO ISRAEL'S SECURITY AND WELL-BEING AS A
JEWISH STATE. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT AN AGREED, JUST,
FAIR AND REALISTIC FRAMEWORK FOR A SOLUTION TO THE
PALESTINIAN REFUGEE ISSUE AS PART OF ANY FINAL STATUS
ACGREEMENT WILL NEED TO BE FOUND THROUGH THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE, AND THE SETTLING
OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES THERE, RATHER THAN IN ISRAEL.
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A3 PART OF A FINAL PEACE SETTLEMENT, ISRAEL MUST HAVE
SECURE AND RECOGNIZED BORDERS, WHICH SHOULD EMERGE FROM
NEGOTIATTIONS BETWEEM THE PARTIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
UNSC RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338. 1IN LIGHT OF NEW
REALITIES ON THE GROUND, INCLUDING ALREADY EXISTING
MAJOR ISRAELI POPULATIONS CENTERS, IT 15 UNREALISTIC TO
EXPECT THAT THE OUTCOME OF FINAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS
WILL BE A FULL AND COMPLETE RETURN TO THE ARMISTICE
LINES OF 1949, AND ALL PREVIOUS EFFORTS TO NEGOTIATE A
TWO-STATE SOLUTION HAVE REACHED THE SAME CONCLUSION.

IT IS REALISITIC TO EXPECT THAT ANY FINAL STATUS
AGREEMENT WILL OWLY BE ACHIEVED ON THE BASIS OF
MUTUALLY AGREED CHANGES THAT REFLECT THESE REALITIES.

L ENOW THAT, AS YOU STATE IN YOUR LETTER, YOU ARE AWARE
THAT CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES FACE THE STATE OF ISRAEL.
AMONG THESE, YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS STATED THAT THE
BARRIER BEING ERECTED BY ISRAEL SHOULD BE A SECURITY
RATHER THAN POLITICAL BARRIER, SHOULD BE TEMPORARY
RATHER THAN PERMANENT, AND THEREFORE NOT PREJUDICE ANY
FINAL STATUS ISSUES INCLUDING FINAL BORDERS, AND ITS
ROUTE SHOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT, CONSISTENT WITH
SECURITY NEEDS, ITS IMPACT ON PALESTINIANS NOT ENGAGED
IN TERRORIST ACTIVITIES.

AS YOU KNOW, THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE THAT IS VIABLE,
CONTIGUQUS, SOVEREIGN, AND INDEPENDENT, SO THAT THE
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE CAN BUILD THEIR OWN FUTURE IN
ACCORDANCE WITH MY VISION SET FORTH IN JUNE 2002 AND
WITH THE PATH SET FORTH IN THE ROADMAP. THE UNITED
STATES WILL JOIN WITH OTHERS IN THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY TO FOSTER THE DEVELOPMENT OF DEMOCRATIC
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND NEW LEADERSHIP COMMITTED TO
THOSE INSTITUTIONS, THE RECONSTRUCTION OF CIVIC
INSTITUTIONS, THE GROWTH OF A FREE AND PROSPEROUS
ECONOMY, AND THE BULLDING OF CAPABLE SECURITY
INSTITUTIONS DEDICATED TO MAINTAINING LAW AND ORDER AND
DISMANTLING TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS.

A PEACE SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN ISRAELIS AND
PALESTINIANS WOULD BE & GREAT BOOM NOT ONLY TO THOSE
PECPLES BUT TO THE PEOPLES OF THE ENTIRE REGION.
ACCORDINGLY, THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT ALL STATES
IN THE REGION HAVE SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES: TO SUPPORT
THE BUILDING OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF A PALESTINIAN
STATE; TO FIGHT TERRORISM, AND CUT OFF ALL FORMS OF
ASSTSTANCE TO INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS ENGAGED IN
TERRORISM; AND TO BEGIN NOW TO MOVE TOWARD MORE NORMAL
RELATIONS WITH THE STATE OF ISRAEL. THESE ACTIONS
WOULD BE TRUE CONTRIBUTIONS TO BUILDING PEACE IN THE
REGION.
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MR. PRIME MINISTER, YOU HAVE DESCRIBED A BOLD AND
HISTORIC INITIATIVE THAT CAN MAKE AN IMPORTANT
CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE. I COMMEND YOUR EFFORTS AND TYOUR
COURAGEQUS DECISION WHICH I SUPPORT. AS & CLOSE

FRIEND AND ALLY, THE UNITED STATES.INTENDS TO WORK
CLOSELY WITH YOU TO HELP MAKE IT A SUCCESS,

SINCERELY,

GEORGE W. BUSH
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
April 14, 2004
His Ea:nellm.:y
Anie] Sharan
Prime Minister of Isracl

Dear Mr, Prime Minister:
Thank you for your [etter Setting out your disengagement plan,

The United Stayes appreciates the risks such an undertaking represents, I therefore want to
TEARSUre you on several points,

First, the United Stazes TEMAINS committed 1o my visjon and to its implementation as described in
the roadmap, The Unjted States will do its upmogt to prevent any attempr by anyone o impoge
any other Plan. Under the roadmap, Palestinians must underiake ap immediate cessation of
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and beyond, join together to fight terrorism and dismanyle terrorist arganizations, The United
States reiterates its steadfast commitment to Israel's security, including securs, defensible
borders, and to preserve and strengthen Israel’s capability to deter and defend itself, by tsels,
8gainst any threat or possible combination of threats.

Third, Israel will retain its right to defend itself against terrorism, including to take actions
Bgainst terrorist organizations. The United States will Jead efforts, working together with Jordan,
Egypt, and others in the international community, to build the capacity and will of Palestinian
Institutions to fight terrorism, dismantle terrorist organizations, and prevent the areas from which
I b ;
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A peace settlement negotiated between Israclis and Palestinians would be a great boon not only
to those peoples but to the peoples of the entire regjon, Accordingly, the United States halieves
that all states in the region have special responsihilities; to support the building of the institutions
of 2 Palestinian state; to fight verrorism, and cut off all forms of assistance to individual and.

Mr. Prime Minister, you have described a bold and historic initiative that can make an important
contribution to peace. I commend your efforts and your courageous decision which I support.
As a close friend and ally, the United States intends to work closely with you to help make it a
success.

Sincerely,
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MOVRRT WNY
PRIME MINISTER
April 14, 2004

Dear M. President,

The vision that you articulated in your 24 Jume 2002 address
consututes one of the most significant contributions toward ensuring 2
brght furure for the Middle East Accordingly, the Stare of ‘Israel has
accepted the Roadmap, as adopted by our governmenr. For the first tima. 2
pﬂcdcﬂmdjuatﬁomu]ampmmmdfmnhcmhiemnmtnfpm,
opepmg 3 genuine window of opportunity for progress toward a settlement

 between Ismael and the Palestinians, involving rwo states kving side-by-side

n peace and secudry.

This formula sets forth the comect sequence and principles for the
attainment of peace. Its full implementation represents the sale means o
make genwine progress. As you have stared, 2 Palestinian state will never be
mwmmwmmnwhamww
the terrorists and dismande their mfrastucturs, Maoreover, there must be
sﬁiquse&'amtcinsﬁmmumfommdmaldmomqmdlfnmy,
ncluding new leaders not compromised by terror. We ace commirted to
thisﬁumulzuthemlywmthrvuy:whichng:mmmbemchﬂ
We believe that this formula is the only viable one.

The Palestinian Authomty under its Current Jeadership has tken no
mnmma:timmpmihﬂﬁesmde:thcﬂmdmsp. Tertor has not
ceued,:efonnnfth:lecs&nimmcuﬁxymﬁashunﬂthcmmdmkm
and zeal institutonal reforms have not taken place. The State of Israel
contiaues to pay the heavy cost of constant temor., Tsrael must presecve its
capability to protect iself and deter its eneoes, and we thus retamn our aght
to defend ourselves against terrorism and to take achons against terronst

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the Usnired Stares of America
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Jerusalem, lsrael

i
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Having reached the conchusion that, for the fime being, there exists
mPﬂsﬁnimparme:wi;hwhnmmadmmepnceﬁ:ﬂytnmdunﬂm
mdsﬁ:ce&emm;h:pmeisunhdpﬁﬂmthuchimwfmshmd
gnﬂs,Ihav:doddadtuiniﬁmapmcmnfgﬂualihwwiﬁ:h
hapenfre&udngﬁdﬁmbmmlameﬁsmd?ﬂlﬁ&:&ms. The
DimygunthhnisdaﬁgzedmﬁpmmsemﬁnywImﬂmdmﬁe
our palitical and economic siustion. It will enable us to deploy our forces
more effecﬁvelyunﬁlﬂmhthneﬂmcundiﬁﬂnsinthﬂml:sﬁﬁhnmﬂmﬁty
ﬂlowfnrtheﬁﬂlimplemmtaﬁannfﬂmhldmapmrﬂuma

Imnh.fn::mu:::ﬁaw.themﬁnpﬁndpksafﬁqumg:gmlmt
Phnﬁwmwhmhmmmrundﬂmkmgmduthemﬁmp,
TEprasents an i _ mdmlmcliphn,misnotinmmistemwiththe
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Weviewﬂaeuhiﬂvcmnfa'setﬂmmtbﬂwmhndmdﬂne
Palestinians as our central focus and are commimed 1o realizng tins
objective. Progress toward this goal must be anchosed exchusively m the
Roadmap and we will oppose any other plan.

Inﬂ:isrega:d,wueﬁxﬂyawecfﬂm:apunibﬂiﬁ:sfadng:he
State of Ismel These mchude himitations on the growth of sertlements;
rmnvﬂafmﬁnﬁzndm@oau;md:trpsmme,mﬂ:emmt
pesited by secusity needs, freedom of movement for Palestinians not
engaged in texrorism. Under separate cover we are sending to you a full
description of the steps the Smte of Israel is mking to meet all ins
responsibilities. '

raform mePﬂesmmmmmmmthmmﬁmap obligations to
fight tecror. Tsrael also suppams the American’s efforts, working with the
Intemational Commumity, to promote the reform process, build instttons
and improve the economy of the Palestinian Authorty and to enhance the

 welfare of its people,in the hope that a new Palestinian leadersiip will prove

a.blemﬁ:]ﬁllirsnb]igtﬁmsundezﬁemadm:p. .

I want to0 again expeess my appreciation for your courageous
h@u;lnpmthgwnmghhﬂm,}wrhmpomiﬁ&aﬁwm
mrma.hmtheM:deeEas?uamreﬁr&nghm&:iupmpl:md,
primanly, ynu:pmmﬂﬁ:endshipmdpmfoundmppo:tfmtheSme of

Arie] Sharon

-

@
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