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JNF: Ronen blueprint ‘a breach ot covenant’

By DAVID HARRIS

National Infrastructure Minisier
Ailel Sharon's al o refurm
the directoraie of the [srel Londs
Administration s & serious
breach ol covenant, according o
the legal odviser of the Jewish
Mational Pund.

Sharon's proposal 1o Increase
ihe number of scats in the direc-
torate from 24 1o 36 wouakl dra-

maiically reduce the INF's

er hase. Cusrently, the JNE
m voic conirels 497 of the
JLA directorate.

This threat to break up the
JNF's power follows the organi-
rations objeclion 10 the propos-
als of the Ronen Commillec on
relorming the LA,

The recommendutions, fully
endorsed by Sharon and expecl-
ed lo come before the cabinet
this Friday. call for the JNK 1o
exchange much of the land and
property i owns in (he major
cliies in central lsrue] for fand in
ithe Qaliles and Megev.

Sharon‘s argument Is il the
INF was esabliched 10 prolecl
the land I purchased, and there
Is grester need Foi thei 1o be
operating away from the conicr
nﬁh.c counlry,

The the INF would

land

6

I

recelve could be used as the INF
secs [t This includes Toresta-
tion, land reclamaltion and the
ercation of parks,

The JNF remaing p-nlifiﬁli,-'

and ideologically opposed 1o
this proposal and has voled en
n;aue againgt the Kooen propos-
His.

‘Therelore, Sharon has now
decided 1o introduce legisiation
to lessen the organizallen’s
powei,

The situalion wherehy the JNF
hox an effective veto cannol be
tolerated any longer, Sharon
said.

The JNF yesterday sent a legal
mininn 1o Sharon which says
the plan 1o changs the direc-
torale i5 “a serious breach ol the
lewter of covenanl beétween the

Staic of Israel and the INF of |,

Movember 28, 1961."

There [t gays half of the direc-
torate, leks one, will be appoint-
ed by the NI

That ducument alsa points onl

imon IR 173 ‘0'on o

st “the covenant hulders will
do all that ls required and benc-

fieial 1o implement  the
covenanl.”
Furthermore, the  covenani

says (hat any change proposed
by one of the covenaniors can-
pol be carried out, withoul =it
months writien notice and 18
pubject Lo the approval of the
other signalory. )

A tpv%::man for Sharon sl
lugi oight the ministry s sill ¢
sludying e Jclier, )

Sharon's proposal 1o increasc
the dircctorale 1o 36 would sllow

=

“for his director-general Giora
Rom snd Waler Commissioner
Meir Ren Meir w be appoingd.

The increase would also allow
for the firsi ever won-lewish
members of the ILA.
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The repart’s opponents, pecoiling
to Tsrme| Radio, were mainly repre-
senlatives of the Jewish Mational
Fuusd, who contend that Temeli suil
should generally continoe 1o e
owned by the Jewish people collec-
tively. ns it has been uitll now,

The INY, thowgh directly in charge
ul"::l‘:lr i percent of national soil,
nevertdebess owns lange parts of mal
edate in top-markel Jocations,
incluling dowhlown Senisalem, Tel
Aviv andd TTaifa

Twig [L.A direciors, the representa-
{ives af the Treasury and the Tnledor
Minisiry, did not ghow up for the
mecling, 1lrywmcl:|lu.kd o sup-
fpun the repoi’s endorsement,

Infiasrwciure  Minister  Ariel
Sharon - the driving force Lehind
the report  sadd he will bring 1t fora
rencwed vole nest week, saying he
ls determined fu see the Ronnen rec-
ommendation Mlly endomed, A1 dse
sune time, Sharm and Agricaliune
Mininer Raphael Citan agreed iheir
fmespective minisines would joinily
explore the repon’s nplications 1o
the Firmmiing sector, aied eachide from
penl wesk's vole thode parts of the
Rodiwen mport which pertain 1o the
eonversion of agriculiural lawd inin
reshdential real extaie,
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