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The Course of Jewish History

From the earliest Biblical days up to
the present time, the ancient city of
Hebron has always been of vital
significance to the Jewish people. Here
Abraham purchased the Cave of
Machpelah and here King Pavid first
established his monarchy, Hebron was
the scene of heroic Maccabean battles
and the headquarters for the Bar-
Kochba revoli — milestones along the
unending course of Jewish history.

Jewizh Tife in Hebron continued 1o
flounish through the ages. Renowned
scholars and physicians made their
home in Hebron and established world
famous educational and charitable
mstitutions. Good relations prevailed
between the Jews and their Arab
neighbors — until a wave of death and
destruction overtook the entire Land of
lsrael. In the wake of the 1929 riots, the
magnificent Jewish community of
Hebron was destroved.

Rebirth

Soon after 1967, groups began to
organize the reestablishment of the
Jewish community. Not content to set
up simph' another Yeshiva or another
ramshackle community, their goal was
to build a wibrant center, seff-sufficient,
true to its past glony.

Carrying on the Tradition

In cooperation with the Arab
icipality of Hebron, plans for the
nsion of the Jewish presence are
now underway, with the approval and
support of the lsraeli government, The
first steps have already been taken —
the sixteenth century Avraham Avinu
Synagogue, long used as public
bathrooms, has been reconsiruched
and is now, as in days past, the
magnificent center of the Jewish
quarter; prayers can once again be
heard within its walls.

Yeshivat Shavei Hebron has opened
with over 50 students in the vacant
“Beit Romano”, a building which once
housed a central, vibrant yeshiva;
Hebron 15 again filled with the sounds
of Torah study. A long-range project to
build a campus which will satisfy the
ever-ncreasing number of students
from both lsrael and the Diaspora has
been undertaken. Soon, with the help
of G—d, Hebron will be a center of
dewish study, with groups from all ov
the world joining in classes, seminars,
and programs to advance the cause of
Torah study and Jewish identification.

Twenty families already live in the
city despite difficult conditions,
working, studying, purchasing items in
the marketplace, living with their new
neighbore in the city of the Patriarchs.
They are the first to have returned; as
the fifteen new homes presently being
constructed to blend in with the
architecture of the Jewish quarter near
completion, more wifl follow.




loward the Future

The Hebron Renewal Commission, in
cooperation with the Israeli
government, has embarked upon an
ambitious project of renewal. As a firs
step, it has commissioned a town
planner 1o prepare longrange plans for
the rebuilding of Jewish Hebron.
Playagrounds, schools, a library, a
museum of the history of Hebron, a
health chnic to service both Jewish and

b residents — a dream soon to
echime a reality

[aking the Initiative

The destroved homes are waiting;
many Jewish institubions and lands still
stand barren. We have bequn the
work, but much needs 1o be done, We
sland 1ogether with the government of
Israel planming the nex! stage of
development: building living quarters,
purchasing land, rencvating old Jewish
hulldings, setting up public facilities,
and more. Qur success depends to an
mportant degree on the dedicated
support — moral and financial — of

r friends around the world. Jews the
waorid over must feel the responsibility
of rebuilding their city, Please do your
share — help us rebulld Hebron the
city of our legacy, on the bricks of the
past, with the hope of the future

Visitors are always appreciated; you
may ensure a personal welcome by
contacting us at the Department for
Public Affairs and arranging your wvisit

n advance.
Restore the thread of histony

For more information please -:nnta-::’

Department of Public Affairs
Hebron Renewal Commission
POB 105

Kiryat Arba—Hebron

Tel. (02) 961319

935 Brady Avenue,
Bronx, N.Y. 10462 U S.A.
Tel. (212) B23.29%6
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Avraham purchases the Cave of Machpellah.

David is anointed as the first King of Israel.

Hebron is conguered by Jehudah the Maccabi.

The Cruzaders occupy Hebrom and expell the Jews.

Re=establishment of the Jewish Presence.

Riots against the Jewlsh Settlement.

Joseph Avraham Shalom donates funds for the
building of the Hospital "Hessed Avrsham".

Massacre in Habron.

1
Liberation of Hebron by Tsahal during the Six Day War.
New Jewiash Settlement in Hebron.

Establishment of Kiryat Arba.

Settlement of families In Beith Hadassah, Beith Romano
and "Avraham Avinu®.

The Government of Israel decides to renew the

Jewiszh Settlement in Hebron.
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