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EXCERPTS
OF LETTERS
AND QUOTES
FROM OUR
GEDOLIM

A great accomplishment for those that
learn Talmud
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, shiita

We must help a project as great as this
one...
Rabbi Yaakov Kamineizky, shiita

Great are the ones who are involved in
work such as this...
Rabbi Schneur Kotler, Zt'l

The Sefer Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud is
a most wondrous one..,
Rabbi Yecheskel Abramsky, Zt'l

Makes it so much easier to delve into the
words of the Gedolim of previous
generations...

Rabbi Yecheskel Sarna, Zt'l

In the name of all Bnei Yeshivos, I
congratulate the authors of the sefer...
Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz, Zr'! ‘

COMMENTS ... BY

STATESMEN

I am happy to hear that you took it upon
yourselves to implement the will of the
builder of this house by the erection of a
memorial and the perpetuation of the
spiritual creations of the great of our
people.

Menachem Begin

Your thorough-going scholarly research
of the Talmud helps to strengthen the
heritage, vision, and identity of the
Jewish people. It also helps promote
greater understanding of ancient
traditions and values among all the
peoples of the world.

Ronald Reagan

RENEW OUR DAYS AS

In 1879 Baron Shimon Wolf (William
Karl) Rothschild built two houses in
the Old City of Jerusalem for the use of
Talmidei Chachamim. This was the first
of many more such contributions from
the descendants of Meier Anshel
Rothschild to the Land of Israel.

The Rothschilds endowed the buildings
to the Jewish Welfare Organization
“Pekidim and Amarkalim™ of
Amsterdam. There was a condition
attached to the gift: These buildings are
to be used solely by Jewish scholars
and needy families engaged in the study
of the Torah.

After the liberation of the Old City in
1967, the welfare organization’s Board
of Directors gave one of the buildings
to Machon Yerushalayim — The
Jerusalem Institute of Talmudic
Research — as a center for its historic
undertaking, the attempt to salvage
great Jewish writings of the past,
Experts study original manuscripts,
deciphering, compiling, editing and
bringing all-but-forgotten masterpieces
to publication and making them
available to this generation and all
future generations.

When the Jerusalem Institute of
Talmudic Research was given the
Rothschild building the building had to
be completely refurbished. It had been
neglected by its various inhabitants and
had suffered the ravages of war. It even
lacked the most elementary sanitation
facilities.

The J.1.T.R. occupied the upper storey
immediately, because it needed the
space and because it wanted to create a
Jewish presence at that spot in the Old
City of Jerusalem, just two minutes
walk from the Western Wall.

The ground floor is still not in a fit
state to be used at all and the Institute
has to renovate the entire building.

By restoring the building, the J.LT.R. is
giving expression to its purpose of
bridging the past to the future. It is
revitalizing the past for the benefit of the
future.




“For out of
Zion shall go forth
the Torah,

and the word of G-d
from Jerusalem”

The building is located near the
Western Wall. It will be a pulsating,
throbbing memorial to the Jews who
perished in the Holocaust and to all
those Jewish communities which no
longer exist. There will be exhibits
recording and commemorating the rich
history of diaspora Jewry.
[ts primary function, however, will be
to house several projects of the
Jerusalem Institute of Talmudic
Research and act as the nerve center for
all projects, carried through in
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Ramat Gan,
Ashkelon, Netanya and New York.
Over 100 people are engaged in the
J.LT.R.’s work at its six branches: the
largest branch being, of course, the one
in il Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem’s
Old sity.
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THE STORY

The Jerusalem Institute of Talmudic
Research, is one of the foremost and
largest talmudic research institutions in
the world. Its impressive scope of
creativity, which draws upon the cream
of Torah-dedicated talents, has brought
to fruition a powerful thrust of
scholastic productivity unparalleled in
recent Jewish history.

While the projects undertaken by
Machon Yerushalayim call for a strong
background in Talmudic studies, other
¢lements, usually associated with
scientific endeavors, also feature
significantly. For instance, one aspect
of the Institute’s activities centers on
redeeming from oblivion old volumes
not in circulation, as well as
interpreting and publishing some hand-
written manuscripts. Throughout the
past two millennia, Torah scholarship
has focussed on the study of Talmud.
The Torah giants of each generation
contributed their original
interpretations and insights to help
others better understand the sacred
words of the Sages quoted in the
Talmud. Many of these scholarly works
have been lost over the long and
perilous path of exile; and not all of
those commentaries that did survive are
readily available, since many volumes
can only be found in prestigious public
libraries or priceless private collections.
Furthermore, there are thousands of

manuscripts that have never been
published and eagerly await their day
of redemption to quench the thirst of
Torah students.

The task on hand, then, is to facilitate
the publication of these Torah
manuscripts, beginning with
deciphering, explaining, and annotating
them. And the published works,
especially the rare prints, have to be
assembled, and made available at
reasonable prices. In addition,
commentaries pertinent to specific
sections of the Talmud were often
published in other contexts (related
topics, responsa literature, etc.). As an
additional undertaking, these
commentaries should be brought
together for easy reference.







The various study halls will house
projects of the Jerusalem Institute for
Talmudic Research.

* Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud, a
monumental endeavor to excerpt and

condense the commentaries and glosses

to the Babylonian Talmud, from
Maimonides on to the present era.
These excerpts are taken both from
explanatory works and from responsa
which often shed an entirely new light
on the text. Thus, to each page of the

Talmud, the sources and comments are
quoted and the problems they raise and

solutions they offer given in condensed
form.

Over 2000 different works are quoted in
each of the volumes of the Otzar, many

of them hitherto unknown to the
majority of contemporary scholars.

« Or Hamizrach (the Writings of the
Great Sephardic Rabbis) — the
publication of the previously
unpublished manuscripts of the great
Sephardic Rabbis, which will shed a
new light on the wealth of scholarship
of Sephardic Jewry.

* Torat Chachmei Ashkenaz (the
Writings of the Sages of Medieval
Germany) — the publication of the
hither to unpublished manuscripts of
the Golden Age of German Jewry in
the second half of the 13th century,
which served as the basis of the
codified *Halacha' still in force today.
= The Periodical *Moriah™, which
contains articles on subjects of interest
to the “Torah World™, It has the
largest circulation of any Torah
periodical.
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Exhibit Hall

* The coordination of the J.I.LT.R.'s
projects at its other branches. These
include:

# “Yad David" — the publication of

the 20 volume opus of Rabbi Josef
David Sintzheim, the Chief Rabbi of
France during the time of Napoleon
[ e ' [ and one of the greatest luminaries
N of French Jewry.
| # The perpetuation of the scholarship
P . of the Jews of the Hungarian Empire
— the publication of manuscripts,
A the cataloging and microfilming of
important documents and the
creation of an archive containing
books, original manuscripts,
Executive Offices microfilms of relevant material from
w2 other libraries and historical data.
s The publication of manuscripts
writen in Prague by men steeped in
. A Torah.
~ = e The publication of writings by
] P sages from Poland — the careful
ST . perusal and editing of some of the
e . wealth of material written during the
= years when Poland was a rich center
7 "r\-.‘ for Jewish knowledge. This is part of
N a world-wide effort to keep alive the
memory — and the message — of
Polish Jewry.

Gilad Str.

)
]
W

el

The experts at the Jerusalem Institute of

. Talmudic Research are editing works

f - written centuries — and thousands of
> miles — apart. For most of the original

= authors a visit to Jerusalem was a dream

- = which never come true.

But it is to Jerusalem that the world is

turning to receive the benefit of their

scholarship — at long last.

Chatzazrot Str.

second floor

Library

\ 4]
\ "
&

| o
i i =
[+

b

H

(1]

M

&=



il [

THE TREASURY OF TALMUDIC COMMENTARIES

he first major project that the

Machon launced was the

Otzar Mefarshei Hatalmud—

Treasury of Talmudic Com-
mentators, an endeavor to excermpt
and condense the commentaries and
glosses of the Talmudic and halachic
authorities to the Babylonian Tal-
mud, from the Rambam (Maimo-
nides) on to the present era. These
excerpts are taken not only from
explanatory works, but also from
responsa, which often shed an en-
tirely new light on the text. Thus—
arranged according to each page of
the Talmud—are the sources and
comments quoted, the problems they
raise and the solutions they offer, ina
condensed form. The result is an
encyclopedic survey of all. major
comments of the Talmud. To be sure,

everyone from the experienced scho-
lar to the ordinary talmid prefers to
consult commentaries in their origi-
nal form, so they may interpret them
on their own, rather than rely on the
readings of others. In addition, some
of the ameila shel Torab—the labor-
ing over Torah study—is lost in con-
sulting a digest presentation. None-
theless, its exceptional value as a
learning aid cannot be overestimated.




THE LIVING MEMORIAL

The Jerusalem Institute, by revitalizing
focal points of Jewish scholarship
through the centuries, is creating a
living memorial to the Jewish heritage.
Each year we mark “Kristallnacht”,
that dreadful night when hundreds of
synagogues were destroyed and
thousands of Torah Scrolls and other
religious books and articles were
burned throughout Nazi Germany and
Austria.

This act demonstrated that the Nazis
were not only determined to annthilate
the Jewish people but were also
committed to destroying our religion,
our faith and our spiritual heritage.
The Mazis succeeded in murdering Six
Million of our parents, brothers and
sisters throught tortuous treatment and
horrible deaths. They even succeeded in
robbing us of our spiritual treasures by
destroying priceless works of leading
Jewish scholars who had lived on the
European Continent for over a
thousand years. Most of these works
were irreplaceable and are now gone
forever. Others are scattered
throughout the seven continents.
Original manuscripts that were never
brought to publication were there by
lost to us: commentaries on the
Talmud, as well as works on Halacha,
Jewish philosophy, liturgical songs,
zemiros and others are no longer
available to us. Many measures have
been taken to commemorate the tragic
loss of the Six Million: memorial
sculptures have been raised and days of
commemoration are convened each
year. Research has been undertaken at
various universities to attempt to find
out how it all happened and why, and
what the effects will be on survivors, on
their countries of origin, and so on. Yet

very little has been done to carry out a
methodical search for the spiritual
heritage and remains of that era.
Original manuscripts that personify the
glory of what was lost are gathering
dust in public and private collections
and do not reach publication.
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Past Presidents
Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner, Zt'l
Rabbi Betzalel Zolty, 71l

Advisory Board (Israel)
Rabbi shlomo Z. Auerbach
Rabbi Eliezer Goldschmidt
Rabbi Yitzchak Kolitz
Rabbi Onvadia Yosef

Advisory Board (USA)
Rabbi Mordechai Gifier
Rabbi Yaakov Perlow
1 Rabbi Yaakov Y. Ruderman
i Rabbi Aharon Schecter
y Rabbi Shimon Schwab
Rabbi Yisroel Spira

Executive Board
Rabbi Joseph Buxbaum
Rabbi Abraham Kabalkin
Directors, Jerusalem

\ Rabbi Nathan Greenberg
Executive Director, Jeriisalem

Rabbi shmuel Steinharter
National Divector, USA

Rabbi Yaakov Pollak
Chairman of American Friends

Board of Directors
Julius Berman

Jack C. Bendheim
Avrohom Fruchthandler
Rabbi Menachem Genack
Joshua Graft

Avrohom Halpern

Moshe Krausz

Armand Lasky

Menahem Ben Mashiah
Hermann Merkin

Rabbi Dr. Bernard Rosensweig
Ralph Tawil

Rabbi Dr. Abner Weiss
Allen Zelinger
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MACHON YERUSHALIYM

10 GALED STREET , OLD CITY JERUSALEM , P.O.B.100 TEL. 2724686
Q 1020 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 Tek #’H 377-6064
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