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Renewing the Jewish ement in Hebron
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four hundred shekels of silver - What is that botwesn me and thes™
Four thousand years ago, those wore the téerms concluding the first real estate
deal between Ephron the Hittite amd the first Jew, Avraham, Thus, Avraham
purchased the portion of land Iscluding the Cave of Machpellah where he buried
his wite SaTih.

Since then, the Jewish Settlement almost never ceased in Hebron., The fathers
dwelt and were buried in the city] Eing David was anointed there as the first
King of Isreal; and it was in Hebron that Shimon Bar-Giora raized the flap of
ageinst the Nomans. Thersfore, we may state that the Jewish Presence in
Hehiron was comstant until 1920,

reEvalt

In this year - 1929 - g horrible massacre was perpetuasted by the Arab rioters,
which cut off the process of establishment of the Jewlsh community in the City
of the Fathers. In 1930, Jewish refugees from Hebron addressed a memorandum to
the High Gowvernor of Palestine demanding to:recover the Hebrew City and o rensw
the Jewish Fresence in Hebron.

In the War of Independance in 1948, Hebron fell in the hands of the Arab Legion
and was included in the Jordanian Kingdom. After our return to the City during
the Six Day War, we found here the Yeshivoet in ruins, the synogopues desecrated,
gnd even the cemetery had boen turned to & ploughed fiesld.

Dir way back to the old City of lebron was characterized by the firm determination
of the following developments: Im 1970, Kiryat Arba was founded in the hills
overlooking Hebren; later on, the old cepetery was restored; mothers and children
re-gstablished the Jewish community in Beith Hadassah; Avraham Avinu Synogogue

W renﬁuu&ﬂ; and in hpri[, 1980} the Israeli fovernment decides to renew the
Jewish Settiement in the City of Hebron.

Today, an oversll plan, based umon the charvacteristics of Hebron, has been worked
out and wi1l be implementod by the Ministry of Construction and Housing.

Histor®cl background ™Mo Ui
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Avrahaa purchases the Cave of Machpellah.

David 15 ambinted as the first King of lsrael,
Hebron 1s conquered by Jehudah the Maccahi,

The Crusaders pccupy Hebron and expell the Jews.
Re=gstablishment of the Jewish Prescnce.

tiots ugﬂjnﬂt the Jewlsh Sertlement.

Joseph Avrzham Shalom domates funds for the

building of the Hospital "Hessed Avraham', |
Massacre in Hebron.
Returning to Hebron by Tsahal during the Six [hay War. |
Mew Jewish Settlement in Hebrop.

Establ ishment of Kirvat Arba,

Settlement of families in Beith Hadassah, Beith Reimpno

and “Avraham Avim",

The Government of Israel decides to renew the

Jewish Settlement in Hebron,
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A Short Story From The Jewish Community In Hebron

"In Hebron, there is a big courtyard inhabited by Ashkenazim and Sephardinm,

The gate of this courtyard opens to the North of the World, and into it
spaller courtyards and homes are bullt as a marvelous cluster. A great
skare of beauty has been given to this place. From thiz Jewish Courtyard
vou £an go through the Gentiles neighborhoods straight to the East and
reach the Cave of Machpellah,

The Sephardi community has the Avraham Avino. Synagogue and nearby there
i5 the ‘Ashkenazi Synagopus. Among those twe Synagogues reigned a great
coptroversy: In which one of the two Synagogues did Avraham Avinu appear
to compléte the Minyan?"
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® Beith Hac®ssar compound. 0T 1M w3

The First Floor was built in 1909 by the rich man Jaseph Avraham Shalom, e L1909 niEd DIBE DaK 01T 13aR Y70 Andal AVERTR e
and the Second Floor, twenty years later, was by Habbi 5elliman, son of pImIanGe L Y30 AnthR T Ja WETRD " YTY-0Y AR RTMD AAY BYTEYS
Rabbi Elyahu Mani from funds domated by the Sasszon family of India. ST TR 110 Dhomm
Medical services were provided free to the Jewish inhabitants in Hebron, F L B 1 - R e Iy s R s 5 O e e O e b e 1 0 T i B R B e )
The doctors' and pharmacists' salaries sz well as the medicinas wara [rﬁ'id JBPI0A0 YTY=0% 1R DYaYanS 197 oYAR 1IN

bv the Yeshivoth.
NI 11-2 0 O? CAYEE ARy B2AYRTRY 19330 GR DYEREm 0172

Today we are in the process of restoring the building and adding a Third ’,—i. _pBas oA
Floor., It will be adequate for cleven families and one synagogue. E ’-'r
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Government Decislon = 553, Hehron SYRFFEET M AT

T L 5 TRRLE L Tyl 1

Jerusalem 17, Missan 5740
Aprll 4, L 980

"We decide to sgres o the proposal made by the Minister of
Construction and Housing as follows:

8] To act for developing the Jewish Courtyard Compound in the
Jewish Quarter for the purpose to revive commmity 1ife...”

The rengwal of the Jewish Quarter in Hehrom has been fFocusded in
three main sphoros:

The Jewish Courtyard — in this site is located the Avrahan
Avinu Synagogue which has been already restored and has
resumed sxtensive religious services, Recently fanilies
have inhabited their conerete houses,

a)

k] Beith Bosdano Area == the Yeshiva has been -E-]wned and mBny
scholars learn and live on location., A few famdlies slsa
enlarge the comemity.

c)] Beith Hedassah Compound -- the building has beed renovated
and both families and singles are livimg there. Also, neathy
the removation of Belth Haorokesh, Beith Hasson and Boith

Shneorson has been completed.

Planning for the coptinuation of restoration of the Jewish {fuaTtorT
in Hebron imcludes: pew buildings and renewing apartment units;
developing infrastructure; providing sdequate community servieces
such a5 educational, public lmstitutlons including kindergarten and
yeshivoth; synagogues; museun; and commercial buildings FPor trade
and tourism,

All the povernment offices are joining vogether in their efforts to
coardinate the development of Jewish resettlement in Hebron,

The Jowish Quarter in Hebronm s being restored and the Jewish Community
is boing re-established - to the Clty of the Fathers, Sonz are returning.

Towlrds the future . T2 MmN
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