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Ceconmmr 19, 1989

-

act Renowal
ﬁmmmﬂ - f/_\"x

Thank you for your latbter of November 17th and, particularly, for your
sensitivity and concern over the changes made to the outside facadcs
of tha finished budldings in Ehmoel Hanavi. It is this parsonal
involvenent that contrilutes to the success of project repewal in this
neighborhood and the special relationship between the Washingbon
communlty and the residents of Smuel Hanavi.

Regarding your specific request to tha Municipality to aid in
rrohibiting changes on new dldinga and those already finished, we
hava already issued strict orders against amy further changes. 1 am
thus scrry that you and your coomittee members tock such drastic

The following steps have been taken by the City Engineer:

a. to utilize all the anthority at cur means and not issua building
parmits of this kind.

b. to make every effort, together with cur legal department, to
remcve aexisting baloonies bullt without peonits.

In fact, this week the sub-committee for planning and construction
refused an additional request for a bullding permit for a balcony. We
will contime to usa all the legal means avallabls to prevent
mnlawful construction and enforee the bullding regulations for the
benefit of tha residents of Shmwel Hanavi, in particular, and the
residents of Jerusalem, in general.

Once again, thank you for your concern and for your effcrta in
improving tha quality of life in Jerusalem through your important
contribution in Shamel Hanavi,

Hiﬂ:bntwimrmnlightmﬂhﬂghtﬂmhh-udﬂurthmtin
what promises to be an exciting 1590,

Sinceraly yours,
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Moshe Safdle znd Associates |ne.
Architects and Flanners

Facsimile Transmittal Cover Sheet )

Message #: 7317/ Dats: SEPTEMBER 11, 1989

Huzber of Pages {Including This Cover Shest): (L
To Fax #: 011 872 2 822 114

To: __ MR, AMOS UNGER, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF MINISTRY OF HOUSING, JERUSALEM
Froms . HR. MOSHE SAFDIE, MOSHE SAFDIE & ASSOC, INC. U.S.4.

Preject:

Subject:

Hﬁggﬁ% gst receive _ﬂl pl-gu.'s of this transmission, plezss call ®

Boatow: 100 Propeczl Way, Somerviils, MA 02143-3740 USA Tel: 617/629=2100 17/839-34

Toronto: 65 Wellesley Sircet East, Toronto, O Telecopier: & : ;
Jerusalemi 4 Ho'nmek Street, Jerdsalem, 54106 Diac] i'f‘.i"[_.g?g %ﬁ'ﬂlﬁﬁ‘,ﬁ’ffﬂﬂ%m'“ t418/925-0406

Dear Amos:

i am enciosing a copy of my 1985 letter to Teddy written in my
capacity as Woodner Professor of Architecture,

[ have asked Uri to forward you a copy of the letter that I
attached to 11, to Shimon Peres,

Regards,

Moshe Safdie
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HARYARD 'SPV ERS11Y
CREADUVATE SCHOOL OF DESIGHN

25 July 1985

Mr. Teddy Kollek

Mayor of Jerusalem
Municipality of Jerussalem
22 Jaffa Road

P. 0. Box 775

Jerusalex 91000

ISRAEL

Dear Teddy:

From time to time, certain issues come up with enormous
impact on the future of the City. We discussed this when
we met, but I believe the lssue concerning the secondary
center at Manchat calls for a written statement.

The future of the downtown businesse district is at stake --
particularly its pattern of development over the next few
decades. We all recognize that dewntown has many
shortcominge which are aggravated by poor access and
parking. We are also aware of the importance of providing
for expansion and growth. Some of the expansion must
obviously cccur in the new peripheral neighborhoods. One
gquestion still remaining is where will Jerusalemites carTy
out their heavy shopping?

I believe that, once started, the Manchat Center will take
on & life of its own and have an enormous impact on other
projects as well as the existing downtown. The
availability of ample land, cheap parking, and good road
access, together with a concentratieon of population around
the site, would mean that within a short time it would
become a regional suburban shopping center in the hest Uv.s.
tradition.

The argument, put forward by Amnon, that it would be
restricted to wholesaling and bulk goods, in reality will
have no bearing. Once started, Manchat will grow and
expand as it responds to the inevitable market forces.
This was true with the Chestnut Hill (Boston) shopping
center. This ie an interesting cowparison since the
Chestnut Hill shopping center set back retail trade in
downtown Boston for two decades. Only now, with the

|.-|3||'|-._1'.-«.||:r1| 0 % % B RE Jhea S Rww W Il & B S oaeE | AR
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Mr. Teddy Kollek
Mayor of Jerusalem
25 July 1985

revitalization of Boston's downtown, 18 the pendulum
swinging back.

Since similar patterns have cccurred and centinue te occur
in Tel Aviv and other cities, one wonders why we should try
te resist what iz ocbviously a market trand. I belleve it
is critical for Jerusalem because the social/political
implications ef the suburbanizatien of deowntown shopping
are enormous.

The deterioration of downtown, together with the
replacement cf a portion of activity in Manchat and other
centers, will exasperate the problem partaining to the
City's division and will advance the notion that Jerusalenm
is united within a geographical territory, but in fact,
existes as two divided cities. With the exception of Bait
Safafa's population, only Jews would shop in Manchat,

Moreovar, over the next twenty years, tha removal of
shopping power from downtown and its related projects would
accslerate downtown's detericration. Hence, the only
oppertunity for a zone which would serve all the City's
population would be lost.

|
I am talking not only of the existing downtown and its
natural areas of expansion -- Mamilla and the Damascus Gate
area foremost -- but alsoc the Allenby area, the City's
wastern entrance, the Russian Compound, and the Seam area
north of the Gate. These projects have the capability of
anchoring downtown and encouraging consclidation,
infiltration, and expansicn within and arocund the
triangle. 1In time, I believe it is inevitable that these
areas would increasingly serve the full spectrum of the
City's population. It is for that reason I have sc
stubbornly promoted the Damascus Gate and Mamilla.

This is a perfect case where market forces should not be
permitted to take over. Rather, a conscious policy
directed to the objective of uniting the City should be the
prime consideration in determining land-use policy. While
other cities could afford to weaken their center because of
the many social repercussions, the very idea of a united
city was not threatened. This is not so, however, in
Jerusalem.

T Spm—S
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Mr. Teddy Kolleck
Mayor of Jerusalem
25 July 1985

FPage Three

1 apm well aware that not everyone shares my view, nor is
there unanimity on what the impact of the Manchat Center
will actually be. For example, most of the participants in
the Harvard Seminar supported the policy of not conpating
with downtown, cthers thought it was inevitable, and some
falt that the subject should be studied to better
understand the ilmpact.

I urge you to commission an in-depth study of this gquestion
before the City commits itsalf to supporting this concept.
The fact that powerful development interests exist makes
the urgency of such a study even more critical.

There were two individuals among the participants in the
Harvard seminar, whose experience would be valuable in such
a study if they were joined by Israeli counterparts. Tony
Gomez-Ibanez, Directer of the Planning Department at the
GSD, is an economist and transportation expert. Orael
Bohigas of Barcelona, an urban designer and architect,
would nicely complement the regional planning background of
Guwes-Ibanez. ‘Ynere are obviously manmy others who are
qualified to review the guestion. I urge you, however, to
pursue this before committing yourself to this policy. 1T
am available to discuss this matter further with you as I
am in Jerusalex until August 1.

she Safdie
lan Woodner Studio Profess
of Architecture and Urban Design

1"1i rpest pesrsonal regards, L
L g T " S n;)ﬂ} ;J er
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Mashe Safdle grnd Assnmatgs Ine.
N Architects and Planners \

Facsimile Transmitral Cover Sheat

Message #: "7 37/ Date: SEPTEMBER 11, 1989

Huuber of Pages (Including This Cover Sheat): L?{L
To Fax #: 011 972 2 822 114

To: MR, #MOS UNGER, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF MINISTRY OF HOUSING, JERUSALEM
Eroms . MR, ' SAFDIE, MOSHE SAFDIE B ASSOC. INC. U.5.4,

Project:

Subd ect:

If you do nat recaive all plgu: of this transmission, pleass call
ET?!EEE 2100

toni 100 Pro Way, Enl:HrriIIl. MA 02143-3740 USA TI':I- 617/620=2100 Tels

E17/E39-240

[alo: 65 Weilealey Streor Euat, Qntario, MAY 1 dx Tol: 4167935 530 ¢ 5

Jerusalam: 4 Hag Strest, ?mnltn. ‘ﬂ'ﬂl 131 pi:z miiﬂhﬂﬂ-ﬁrggﬂ Ei?ﬁh“ i "Ej“':-m“
Dear Amosg:

I am enciosing a copy of my 1985 lelter to Teddy written (n iy
CApacity as Woodner Professor oo Architecture,

[ have asked Uri tg forward you a copy uf the letler that |
attached to 1t, to Shimon Peres,

Regards, .,

Mosha Safdie

m':“uﬁ'l TI2PERT Y3 19Wn
WSO Shana nowh
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AR YARD USNTVERSTEL Y
GCRADUATE SCHOOL OF DESIGN

£5 July 1585

Mr. Teddy Kollek

Mayor of Tarusalem
Municipa'l ty of Jerusalenm
22 Jaff: rad

F. 0. B 15

Jerusal 21000

ISRAEL

Dear Teddy:

From time to time, certain issuss come up with enormous
‘mpact on the future of the City. We discussed this when
we mel, but I believe the issue concerning the secondary
center at Manchat calls for a written statement.

The future of the downtown business district is at stake --
particularly its pattern of development over the naxt few
decades. We all recognize that dewntown has many
shortcomings which are aggravated by poor accees and
parking. We are alsc aware of the importance of providing
for expansion and growth. Some of the aexpansion must
obviously occur in the new peripheral neighborhoods. One
question still remaining is where will Jerusalemites carry
out their heavy shopping?

I believe that, once started, the Manchat Center will take
on & life of its own and have an enormous impact on other
projects as well as the existing downtown. The
availability of ample land, cheap parking, and good road
access, together with a concentration of population around
the site, would mean that within a short time it would
become a regional suburban shopping center in the best 1.5
tradition.

The argument, put forward by Amnon, that it would be
restricted to wholesaling and bulk goods, in reality will
have no bearing. Once started, Manchat will grow and
expand as it responds to the inevitable market forces.
This was true with the Chestnut Hill {Boston) shopping
center. This is an interesting cowparison since the
Chestnut Hill shopping center set back retail trade in
downtown Boston for two decades. Only now, with the
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Nr. Teddy Kollek
Mayor of Jerusalem
25 July 1985

revitalization of Boston's downtown, is the pendulum
swinging back.

Since almilar patterns have occurred and continue to occcur
in Tel Aviv and other cities, one wonders why we should try
to resist what is obviocusly a market trend. T believae it
ls eritica’ for Jerusalem because the social /political
implications of the suburbanization of downtewn shopping
are enormous.

The deterioration ofr downtown, together with the
replacement of a portion of activity in Manchat and other
centers, will exasperats the problem pertaining to tha
City's division and will advance the notiecn that Jerusalem
is united within a geographical territory, but in fact,
exists as two divided cities. With the a¥Ception of Beit
Bafafa's Population, only Jews would shop in Manchat,

MoreovVar, over the naesxt Lwenty years, the removal of
shopping power frem downtown and its related projects would
accelerate downtown's deterioration. Henca, the only
Opportunity for a zone which would serve all the City's
Pepulation would bhe h:war'lt.I

I am talking not only of the existing downtown and its
natural areas of expansion -- Mamilla and the Damascus Gate
area foremost ~- but also the Allenby area, the City's
wastarn entranca, the Russian Compound, and the Seam area
north of the Gate. These projects havée tha Capability of
anchoring downtown and encouraging consolidation,
infiltration, and expanslon within and arcund the
tiiangle. 1Tn time, I beliave it iz inevitable that these
arcas would increasingly serve the full spectrum of the
City's population. I+ is for that reason [ have =g
stubbornly promoted the Damascus Gate and Mamilla

fhis is a perfect case where market forces should not be
permitted to take over. Rather, a conscious policy
directed to the objective of uniting the City shoulq be the
Prime consideratien in determining land-use policy. While
other cities could afford to weaken their center bacause of
the many social repercussions, the very idea of a united
city was not threatened. Thie is not so, however.K in
Jeru=salem.
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Page Thras

L am well aware that not evervone shares my viaw, nor is
there unanimity on what the impact of the Manchat Canter
Will actually be. For example, most of the participante in
the Harvard Seminar supported the policy of not competing
with downtown, cothers thought it was inevitabla, and = o
relt that the subject should be studied to battar
understand the impact.

I urge you to commission an in-depth study of this guestian
pefore the City commits itaslf to supporting this cencapt.
The fact that powerful development interasts eviet makas
the urgency of such a stndy evan more critical.

There were two individuals amang the participanta in the
Harvarv seminar, whose experience would be valuable in such
a study if they were joined by Israeli counterparts. Tony
Lomez-lbanez, Director of the Planning Departnent at +he
S0, im an economist and transportation expert. Orael
bohigas of Barcelona, an urban designer and architact,
would nicely complement the regional planning background of
wusss—ibanes. LNere are obviously many others wha ave
qualified to review the guestion. I urge you, howavar, to
pursua this before committing yoursalf s this polioy T
am avalilable to discuss this matter further with you am T
am L0 Jerucales until August 1.

Harmest personal regards,

/
H A 5 J“Ef
[ UA\?,— e '\.,_.H--—-—"'J
11.1511'&' Safdie ;) E} fJ 7

tan HWood studic Professc
&t Arel ire and OUrban Design
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