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IN THE JORDAN VALLEY
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AN OUT-OF-TOWN URBAN SETTLEMENT

Ma'ale Ephraim was established in 1978 as
the urban center for all the settlements of
the Jordan Valley. We serve as the “big city”
for the dozens of kibbutzim, moshavim and
communal settlements that surround us.

Over 300 families currently reside in Ma'ale
Ephraim. The master plan envisages the
town eventually becoming a significant
urban community with 10,000 inhabitants.

We are geographically located 200 meters
above sea level and 490 meters above the
Jordan Valley. From our mountaintop
homes above the central part of the Jordan
Valley, we look out over a beautiful
panoramic landscape reminiscent of the
very genesis of the Jewish nation. The

fascinating Amon Mountains spread out
below make a really breathtaking view. And
the air here is something special — its a
pleasure just to breathe!

It is worth bearing in mind that Ma'ale
Ephraim does not figure in any political
debates. This is an area about which there is
universal consensus, a place with neither
security nor political problems.

Distance-wise, Jerusalem is 4 comfortable
SO-minute drive away, while Tel Aviv and
Tiberias (via the Jordan Valley highway
below us) are each only an hour’s drive.
Indeed, we are within easy access of
anywhere in Israel.

The scenic villa area of Ma'ale Epbraim

| s EDUCATION IN MA'ALE EPHRAIM

Ma'ale Ephraim boasts a wide range of
educational institutions, encompassing all
ages and a variety of fields. From the very
inception of the settlement, we gave
education top priority —and this policy is
already bearing fruit.

Among the educational institutions:
® Day care centers for toddlers (3 months to
3 years) under highly trained supervision.
® Pre-kindergartens operated by the Local
Council and staffed by licensed
kindergarten teachers. The children here
enjoy almost total exemption from
school fees.

® Kindergarten-club for working parents,
operates until 4 p.m.

e Fully equipped kindergartens.

® Elementary school, junior high school and
high school with a wide choice of
vocational streams. An important
advantage is that most of the teachers
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live here in Ma'ale Ephraim.
This affords personal, direct contact
between teachers, pupils and
parents.
® Pupils have at their disposal a well-stocked
library, reading rooms, computer room,
workshops, biology laboratory, electricity
laboratory, gymnasium and sports courts.
® Ma'ale Ephraim has a music conservatory
where children are taught to play musical
instruments. The conservatory is run by a
fully-trained team of professionals.

® Our cultural and sports center bubbles with
activity: sports activities including basketball
and volleyball in modern covered courts,
fitness room, rhythmics room and three
tennis courts under construction. .

There is also a fabulous swimming pool
surrounded by lawns, which the residents
of Ma'ale Ephraim enjoy at their leisure.

The new gym ball for various sporting and
cultural activities



ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

A modern telephone exchange with
hundreds of spare lines, means that you can
have a phone installed in your home or
office with no waiting. There is also
provision for easy installation of facsimile,
telex and other communications networks.

Aerial photograph of the setilement

P INDUSTRY

The industrial zone stands apart from the
residential areas. During the last two years,
food, metals, printing and cosmetics plants
have opened here, with some of the most
modern equipment and machinery in the
world. Some 60 residents of Ma'ale Ephraim
are employed in these plants.

Any investor or entrepreneur interested in
opening an industrial plant here is assured
extremely low rent and preferential terms,

Every factory established in Ma'ale Ephraim
is eligible for a Government grant covering
38% of the total investment. Loans are
available at preferential terms. In addition to
all this, the Council maintains constant
liaison with every investor throughout the
building and start-up stages, thus saving a
great deal of time and running around
berween the' various Government Ministries.




THE FUTURE

There are several programs planned for the
further development of Ma‘ale Ephraim,
some of which are currently under way:

® Additional residential areas

® Further expansion of the commercial area

® Development of tourism and leisure
facilities

® Establishment of a hotel

® Further development of public institutions

® Expansion of industrial zone

The swimming pool survounded by greenery

Ma'ale Ephraim has'A+ status as a
development settlement and as an area
eligible for preferential aid. In practice, this
status provides residents with a number of
important benefits:

® Grants and maximum level mortgages for
home purchase, regardless of
Housing Ministry eligibility status

®7% exemption from income tax

® Special moving grant from the Center for
Referals to Development Towns

® Exemption from purchase tax on new
apartment

@
D19

Our address:

Ma'ale Ephraim Local Council,
Mobile Post Mizrach Binyamin 90638,
Israel.

Tel: 02-941221, 941223

The bakery that serves the chain of Kaldron
conditory shops.
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Ma‘ale Ephraim Local Council,
Mobile Post Mizrach Binyamin 90638,

Isracl.
Tel: 02-941221, 941223
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garden city is growing up in the
Z‘ Judean Hills.
Efrat was founded on March 15,

1983, in a magnificent mountainous loca-
tion south of Jerusalem (near Gush
Etzion), amid vineyards and forests. It
rises 1o a height of 960 meters above sea
level.

The city’s founders, led by Moshe
Moskovies, chairman of the Judean Hills
Development Company, were guided by
the idea of an open urban community
between Gush Etzion and Jerusalem
which would serve as a bridge between
the bloc of Jewish settlements and Israel’s
capital. Emphasis was placed on quality:
good people and good building. A popu-
lation was sought, both religious and
secular, which would take an active part
in community affairs. Today, Efrat is
inhabited by native Israclis, as well as
groups of immigrants from the United
States, South Africa and other countries.

In designing the city, great care was taken
to keep the residential neighborhoods
separate from commercial and industrial
zones. The residential area was built as a
series of neighborhoods planned in ac-
cordance with the social philosophy of an
open city.

Efrat’s seven hilltops are named for the
seven species grown in the Land of Israel.
Each hilltop is a separate neighborhood
with its own spiritual-cultural center. Ac-
cording to plan, the city will reach
Solomon’s Pools and be inhabited
5.000 people. Convenient approach




roads, pedestrian walkways, corner
gardens and children’ playgrounds are
an integral part of Efrat’s progressive,
modern design. Duplexes, private homes
and terraced apartments of various types
and sizes are now under construction,
Efrat was designed as a vibrant educat-
ional and industrial center, to serve both
local residents and the surrounding settle-
ments.

Major emphasis has been placed on
education. The city runs a broad range of
educational and cultural institutions.
There are nurseries, day-care centers,
kindergartens, and a state-religious
elementary school with extra coursework
in Judaica, a high level general studies
program and a locally-designed computer
system. The kindergarten and ele-
mentary school system has over 560
pupils. Institutions for higher education
include the Shvut Yisrael Hesder
Yeshiva, which was the forerunner of
settlement in the area, and the Neve
Shmuel Yeshiva High School, with 240
students. This yeshiva is part of the “Or
Torah Yisrael” network founded by
Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, the town’s Rabbi,
which runs other Torah institutions in

Ym0 Ay TR TV Tk s ipan

Efrat is built in a distinctive style. The
country-style homes surrounded by
greenery and flowering gardens reflect
the special atmosphere of the place:
friendship and good neighborliness, a
plethora of educational-cultural activi-
ties, active involvement in local affairs.

If the idea of returning to the land of our
forefathers and helping rebuild Gush
Etzion appeals to you — come join us in
Efrat!
o
y {
B o o I e
Yinon Achiman
Mayor
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Gush Etzion.

After school, the youngsters are involved
in the Bnei Akiva youth movement and
activities at the community center, which
serves as focal point of social and cultural
activity for children, teenagers and adults.
The center offers music lessons, sports,
performances in the arts and other festive
events, A heated swimming pool is
located only 4 minutes away from Efrat,
at the Yellow Hill in Gush Etzion.

Aside from its many other duties, the
Efrat local council oversees the aesthetic
and developmental aspects of the city. It
works in conjunction with ciggens’
committees on such issues as ed ion
and culture, social and community
affairs, security, construction, gardening
and religious services.

An industrial park for science-based
industry providing 700 jobs is currently
under construction,
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