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“"And Jacob et up a pillar of stone. .. and called the place
where G'd spoke with him Beth-El, (Gen. 35)

INVITATION

to the

CORNER-STONE LAYING CEREMONY
of our
DORMITORY

with the participation of
The Honorable Dr. JOSEPH BURG

Minister of the Interior

THURSDAY, SIXTH DAY OF CHANUKA
DECEMBER 20, 1979, 11:00 a.m.

Transportation from Plaza Hotel at 10: 15 a.m.

After the Ceremony our Guests are invited to tour some of the
Battlefields of the Maccabees.

“And they shall build the waste cities and inhabir them. (Amos 9)
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“And G-d said unto Jacob: Arise,
Go up to Beth-El and dwell there. . .” (Gen. 35, 1)
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night. The brothers Jonathan and Simon are able under the
cover of darkness to secure the body and bring it to Modein
for burial in the grave of his fathers. (Maccabees I, Ch, 9,20)
We know that after this tragedy the two afor-mentioned
brothers carried the struggle to a successful conclusion.
From the windows of our newly completed Bet-Midrash,
the Chanuka lights shine out over the land, bearing witness
to the Chanuka miracle: “In those days, so in our times.”

Progress Report:

The Yeshiva Center of Bet-El comprises today close to 35
families with 75 children, a “Hesder™ yeshiva program of
20 boys and a program for 25 students from abroad.

The Yeshiva staff comprises five lectures in Talmud and
related Jewish subjects, and 16 administrative personnel.
The Yeshiva has completed a dining hall built of solid stone.
The main Bet-Midrash, an impressive all-stone-structure will
be dedicated with the kindling of the Chanuka lights,
A modern dormitory is under construction. The Mikveh has
been completed. 48 comfortable prefabricated houses
comprise the remaining Yeshiva campus. 12 dunam of
gardens have been planted. Who would have believed that
barely a year ago, a lonely tractor broke ground on this
rocky hill.

Bovs of the Hesder Program

Familiar notes:

We wish to thank most heartily Mr. and Mrs. Morgenstern
of Bayit-Vegan, who opened their home for an evening of
“Friends for the Yeshiva of Bet-El”. We acknowledge their
graciousness and than them for their successful efforts.

The Yeshiva wishes to extend its sincerest condolences to
the bereaved Maidenbaum family upon the demise of the
beloved Nat Maidenbaum 91 . A mere three weeks before
his being called to his eternal reward the Yeshiva was privi-
ledged to receive a visit from him. Upon seeing the Yeshiva
complex spread out on the hill, he expressed his belief that
Bet-El would develop into a town in the near future. The

General View of prefabs

Hebrew poet that he was, we are sure he prepared in his
mind & poem of reborn Bet-El and the promise of the
Prophets fullfilled, The Yeshiva had decided to honar his
memory by dedicating to him one of the main study halls
in the dormitory under construction. May the family find
a measure of healing and comfert in carrying forward
the noble and dedicated work of the dearly beloved Nat
Maidenbaum.

Ber Midrash

Dormitory Project:

Our most urgent project is the dormitory for 120 students,
presently under construction. The mountains of Bet-El are
circa 200 metres higher than Jerusalem. Accordingly, we
enjoy a milder summer, but also a much harsher winter,
often with snow. A solidly built, well insulated and properly
heated dormitory facility is a must in our area, Security
considerations intensify the need, particularly for our
students from abroad. The modern building is designed
with private conveniences for each unit. These facilities will
also serve our friends during their vacations and visits.

We are happy to report that the building company of
PERETZ & BEN GIAT, a well known and reputable Jeru-
salem construction firm, who have in their generosity already
donated to us our dining hall, have agreed to construct the
dormitory at cost. Even so, it is a seven to eight million
pound project. By the time of completion, within the year,
the cost may rise considerably. The Torah goes to great
lengths to describe the mode of Jacob's slumber at Bet-El.
Rashi tells how the very stones quarreled which one should
be under the Tzadick’s head. Is it too much of a modern
Jacob’s (Katzale) dream that our friends will quarrel, who
will be the first to provide our Yeshiva students with a good
rest!

We are priviledged to offer the rooms, halls and other faci-
lities of the dormitory for dedication and commemoration
purposes. A detailed list is available at request from our
office. 73 Mar '
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Editor’s note:

We are most happy to be able to present to our circle of
friends of reborn Bet-El, our first Newsletter. It is significant
to note that a mere year ago the sight of our sprawling
Yeshiva Center was a rocky hill, bare and devoid of human
habitation since the Bar-Kochba era. This too is a new
beginning. Our desire is to bring to you not only Yeshiva
news, but the progress of the settlement of the entire area,
the heartland of Eretz Yisrael, of which we are a part. We
fervently believe that these are the actual building stones of
the other Bet-El on Mr, Moriah
May we invite your comments, contributions and family
news. We hope you'll enjoy these columns and pass them
on te family and friends.

Rabbi Yehuda L. Bohrer

Approach of Yeshiva-Center

A Message From Our Rosh Yeshiva, Harav Zalman Melamed,
Shlita
A Dwvar Torah from one of the Rav's Mussar Shiurim:

A well known saying of Y1 declares ynn prym nva!

that is, if you have laboured and not been success-
ful, don’t believe it. However, if you have laboured and
were successfyl, do believe. The Hebrew word is yraxn ,
“Taamin™. The Rav asks, why is this a matter of faith , of
ANnN, “Emunah™ — belief? Proper would have been the
word “found™, or “possess”, but not “Emunah”, However,
explains the Rav, '0 demands of us to make an effort,
trusting in nrawn . He blesses our endeavors -12% nr¥nn 0
Ann mpnn anY¥n-disproportionate to our efforts, and
therefore it properly says 1*pRnN,
This moral is evident in the Chanuka story, We have to
search for the oil, Then we are assured not only of finding
the cruze, but that it will be enough to last for eight days.
"1 we have experienced this truth in our own efforis in
the growth of our Yeshiva Center.

n"ya

Kazale’s Corner: T'Pa

Many of cur friends have already met “Mr. Bet-EI", our
general director Mr. Yaacov Katz, popularly known all over
Israel as “Kazale”. Injured severely in the Yom Kippur War,
the building of the city of Bet-El in the Shomron, has
become his mission in life. In his more serious moments he
will say, “Although [ have an infirmity I am still a “kohen”,
a priest. While | cannot serve in the Temple when the
Mashiach comes | do now service in the Mikdash Meat of
old-new Bet-El.

Kazale Tells the following story: “AND IT WILL COME
TO PASS AT THE END OF DAYS™ (Isiah II).

During his last trip to the United States, while flying from
Chicagoe to Los-Angeles, Kazale was terribly depressed.
Before leaving Chicago, he had received the upsetting news
that work had stopped at the building site of the Yeshiva.
Now mulling over the problem, 20,000 feet in the air, the
passage from [siah, containing the promise of “Geulah”,
redemption, kept going through his head. Slowly a melody
formed itself. By the end of the flight, a song had been
born. Upon Yaacov's return to lsrael he worked on this
song with the Yeshiva's band. Today this song of promise is
the leading song on the new record the Yeshiva has put
out. The record includes many other songs composed by
the students of the Yeshiva,

Historical Notes on Bet-El:

Yehuda Hamaccabee's last battle was fought in the area of
Bet-El. This great hero met his death on the slopes of Mt.
Baal-Hatzor towering over historic Bet-El. This is the same
mountain on which Father Abraham stood when he received
the promise, “For all the land which thou seest to thee will
[ give it, and to thy seed for ever.” (Genesis, 13,15).

Looking eastward from the roof of our main study hall you
can read the battle plan of Yehuda Hamaccabee fighting the
Syrian-Hellenistic general Bakchides. Surprised by the
Syrian, unable to call up more men in time because his
alarm system seemed to have failed (see Maccabees [ Ch. 9),
Yehuda was left with 800 men. When the handful of faith-
ful urged their leader to postpone the battle, he admonishes
them not to forsake the fight for there will be no other
chance — 50 too in modern Israel, there is no second chance.
The Syrians were encamped in Birah (the present-day Arab
town El-Bireh, through which the road to Bet-El passes),
with 20,000 infantry and 2000 cavalry. Yehuda decides to
attempt to break through the Syrian phalanx in an effort
to get to the Syrian commander. Bakchides, however, having
studied apparently the Maccabean tactics feigns a with-
drawal toward Mt Baal-Hatzor, Yehuda in pursuit is en-
circled from behind by the remaining enemy forces. A
murderous battle ensues, causing heavy casualties on both
sides. Yehuda himself is slain. The battle rages into the
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