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FOREWORD

Ever since its inception In November 1974 it has been an aim
of CFl two arrange for a completely representative cross-section
of the Conservative Party, ranging from the CF! Parliamentary
Group right through to its membership in all parts of the
country, to make an official visit to Israel. Although we seek
in CFI to keep all our mambers fully acquainted with and
informed on lsrael through our regular “CFI Information
Mailing"”, it remains true that the only complete way of
“knowing'” Israel is to visit that country and gain impressions
from personal experience, .

And so it was that on Sunday, February 12th, the group
selected 1o make the First V.I.P. Tour of lsrael of the
Consarvative Friends of lsrael assembled at Heathrow Airport
London, to embark on what proved to be an unforgettable and
inspiring mission of friendship and goodwill, a unique eight
days which those of us who took part will always remember
and treasure.

This booklet has been produced so that we can present to our
members throughout the country some idea of what we did,
what we saw, and what we learned. |n these pages you will find
a detailed “Day-by-Day-Diary" of our travels and experiences.
Our impressions are summed up in the Statement which we
issued at the end of the visit and which is printed in full. We
feel that the views expressed in it will be those which every
member supports.

Qur Group included representatives of every section of CFI.
We were led by the Rt. Hon. Peter Thomas Q.C., M.P., one of
our National Vice-Presidents, and Baroness Pike of Melton,
who between them represented our Parliamentary Group in the
House of Commons and the House of Lords. The others in the
Group represented our Prospective Parliamentary Candidates
Group; our County Councillors and Csmillnrs Group; our

Student Group; our Youth Membership; Conservative Party
Agants in CF| membership and others of the Conservative
Party Organisation; Honorary Officers of our Regional and
Area Councils; and individual National Members of CF|
selected on a regianal basis. 1t was because of this widely
representative character that the Group were received on s0
many oocasions at the highest level.

At our request, arrangements were made for us to visit
Kibbutzim, Moshavim, Absorption Centres, new settlements,
predominently Christian and Moslim centres as well as Jewish,
We were free to mingle with the local residents in all places
visited and ask any questions we wished. We rated that as
highly as our meetings with so many of the leaders right up to
the Prime Minister and the President of the State.

We express our thanks to all who received us and made us so
welcome. Their names appear in our Report herawith. We
reserve special thanks for Mr. Benjamin Jaffe, Director of the
External Relations Department of the World Zianist
Organisation in Jerusalem, and Mrs. Adele Roffman, Director
of its Desk for English-speaking Countries, who did so0 much
for us as our contacts in Israel in the the arrangements for

this Taur,
/&ﬂj )7 '
MICHAEL FIDLER, J.P.

National Director.

.

SYLVIA SHEFF, J.P., B.A.L
N.nal Projects Director.
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THE LEADERS OF THE CFI VIP GROUP
(Left ra right) Amos (Towr Guidel, Baroness Pike of Melton,
Syivia Sheff J.P., B.A, (CFl Natipgna! Profects Director)

Rt. Hon, Perer Thomays QLC., MLP. (CFI National Vice-President),

Michael Fidler J.P. [{CFI National Director),

hranaan

The Rt Hon Perer Thomas Q.C M.P. and Michae! Fidler 4P,
bwing grieted an srrival by Benjamin Jaffe (WZ0) and
Menachem Savidor MK, of the Government Likud Coalition.




The CF Growp in front of “The Kotel™ (The Western Walll Jerusalam
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CONSERVATIVE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL
CFI VIP TOUR OF ISRAEL FEBRUARY 12 - 201978
DAY-BY-DAY DIARY

DAY 1, SUNDAY, 12th FEBRUARY

Our party assembled at London Airport, meeting for the first
time and literally coming from all parts of the United Kingdom.
Heading the Group were the Rt Hon. Peter Thomas, QC, MP,
representing the House of Commons, and Baroness Pike of
Melton representing the House of Lords. Prospective
Parliamentary Candidates, County Councillors and Councillors,
leaders of CF| Regional Councils, Young Conservatives and
Mational CF| members comprised the rest of the Group. (Ses
Appendix for full list of participants.) We had with us a special
telegram from the Leader of the Conservative Party, the Rt
Hon. Margaret Thatcher, MP, which we were subsegquently 1o
reéad and convay to all the leaders whom we met in lsraal.

Many members of the Group were making their first ever visit
to Israzl. Half of the Group were of the Christian faith and the
other half of the Jewish faith.

On arrival at Ben Gurion Airport on Sunday evening the Group
were entertained to a special reception in the VIP Lounge of the
Airport, welcomed by Mr. Yoram Aridor, MK, {Member of the
Knesset, the Israeli Parliament) and Deputy Minister in the
Prime Minister's Office, Mr. Menachem Savidor, MK, and othar
MKs. Also in the welcoming party were Mr. Benjamin Jaffe,
Director of the World Zionist Organisation External Relations
Department and Mrs. Adele Roffman, Director of the Desk for
English-speaking countries, who had been in charge of the
arrangements at the Israel end prior to the Tour, and Mr,
Moshe Dubsky on behalf of the British Zionist Federation. We
were intraduced to Mr. Amos Shechterman, our official guide,
who subsequently proved himself an invaluable source of
infarmation throughout the Taur,

Tired as we were by the long day’s journey we were refreshed
by the warmth of this welcome on arrival, symbaolic of our
experience everywhere throughout the whole eight days of the
Tour, We left the Airport in our special CFI coach 1o spend
our first might in lsrael at the Diplomat Hotel, Jerusalem.

DAY 2, MONDAY, 13th FEBRUARY

The first of twa long and absorbing days in Jerusalem. We
started by visiting the Holy Land Hotel to examineg in depth
the realistic model of Jerusalem during the Second Temple
period — not only beautiful in itself but showing us very clearly
the extent of the Holy City at that time in history, We then
drove to see the Oid Civy as it is today.

Perer Thomas and Michae! Fidier introducing Sylwa Sheff to
Gideon Pate M K. Minister of Construction sand Housing in the
O City of Jerusalem.




In the Old City itselt we walked through the Jewish Quarter, Clur walk continued through part of the Maoslem Quarter, and

now baing reconstructed after its demoalition and desecration into the Christian Quarter for a detailed tour of the Church of
during the 1948-1967 period of Jordanian occupation. We the Holy Sepulchre, where extensive reconstruction was in
were priveleged to be met by Mr. Gidean Patt, MK, Minister of progress. We noted how much autonomy lies with the heads
Construction and Housing who, after welcoming us officially, of the different branches of the Christian Church, and the care
took us into the office of the Divector in charge of the taken to preseive the most holy Christian sites,

reconstruction of the Jewish Quarter, where we recieived a

full explanation of what is being planned and achieved, We
heard of the importance attached to the preservation ot
ancient relics — how rebullding s arrested whenever these are
unaarthed and different building arranged to by-pass or scregn
tham, Our Tour continued with & walk through the Old City
Jewish Quarter where we saw for ourselves this very care being
exercised In practice. It was immediately apparent to us how
much tha Israelis consider themselves guardians for the world
of the Holy Places

il

Walking through the Sukhs of the Old City of Jerusalerm.

We walked through the sukhs of the Old City, through the

Christian Cuarter, to “The Kotel” (the Western Wall), the only
visible remaining part of the walls of the original Holy Temple
| of Jerusalem, This was an unforgettable and deeply emotional
Sir Jokn gnd Lady Hanmer in the L?.m.r.n' the Haoly Sepulefire, experience for all the members of our Group.
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“ View across the Mownt of Oiives to the Oid City of Jerusalem, with
\ ; the Golden Dome of the Mosgue of Omar in the background.
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Peter Thomas and Michael Figler at " The Kotel™ (The Western Walll

We then proceeded to the Knesset, the lsraell Parliament.

En route we were able to contrast the new City of Jerusalem
with the old. We drove to the Mount of Olives, passing the
Garden of Gethsemane and the Church of All Nations. From
the Mount of Olives we viewed the Church of the Ascension
and across the Kidron Valley saw the golden dome of the Rock,
with the silver dome of the El Agsa Mosgue nearby, both

Built on the site of the original Temple of Solomon. We drove
past the Jewish Cemetery on the Mount of Olives which has |
been restored after terrible desecration during the period of The CFi VIP Group viewing the Groat Me

: snorah outside the Knesset,
Jordanian occupation between 1948 and 1967 Gift of the Britich P.r.'.l'.l'amf_ln.hp Israel Parliament

H




Alter lunch, we toured the Knessat building, where we werg
led by an official guide who explained the symbolism of many
of its contents, particularly the tapestries by Marc Chagall
which depict symbalically the history of the Jewish people
fram the Creation to the present day, the flooring, and the
murals which recall the tragic memory of the Nazi Holocaust.

Peter Thomas paying homage at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier
wn the grounds of the Knesser,

QOur next stop was in the small synagogue in the Knesset,
where our National Director, Michael Fidler conducted a
short religious service. We were then honoured by an
appointment with several of the Chairmen of the various
Parliamentary Committees of the Knesset, In the Chair was
Mr. Burman, ME, Chairman of the Knesset Steering
Committes. The warkings of the lsraeli political system,
based very much on British Parliamentary practice but with
significant differences ware ﬂxpl.ad to us in detail. As there

iz no "Second Chamber'' consideration of Bills and Resolutions
15 assigned to special Committees for detailed examination.

Mr, Burman emphasised that while there are many points of
view in Isragl, there are certain commeon denominators, these
being Israel’s supreme concern with physical survival and
SECUTITY.

We were taken to the Visitors' Gallery overiooking the debating
Chamber of the Knesset. From there we could see the
“Question and Answer” session and the general debate which
reminded us of the British Parliamentary system in the
Commaons — on which it is modelled,

Peter Thormas making the CFI presentation of a Pewter Gobler to
Prime Minister Begin,

The Prime Minister of Israsl, Mr. Menacham Begin, MK, then
joined us in a special room of the Knesset, to give us an official
welcome to the State of Israel. Under the spotlights of the
television cameras, Mr. Begin expressed his joy in welcoming




representatives of the CFl from Britain whose importance
was recognised and appreciated. |n a deeply moving way, he
explained |srael’s security position and why that was the
paramount consideration of his Administration, He invited

us to look from the windows of the Knesset building in which
we were sitting and observe the hills from which, anly 11
years before, the Knesset was shelled, We were impressed by
Mr. Begin's obvious desire to negotiate with Egypt and others
of Israel’s Arab neighbours, but always within the context of
ensuring lsrael’s continuing security. He outlined lsrael’s
economic problems and referred to lsrael as an extension of
Europe. To us, the British delegation, Mr. Begin said, ""'We
will never forget Balfour, and if we stand together for peace
and justice, they will win the day"’.

Members of the Group were privileged to put guestions direct
to Mr. Begin which were answered in depth. The Leader of our
Group, the Rt. Hon. Peter Thomas, QC, MP, then made a
presentation to Mr. Begin of a8 House of Commons pewter
goblet inscribed to mark the occasion of our visit. 1t was here
that we got the first of our signatures on the telegram of good
wishes which we brought from Mrs. Thatcher and which Mr,
Begin signed |see page 3).

Our next meeting was with the Speaker of the Knesset, Mr,
Izhak Shamir, who explained to us the working of the |sragl
Parliament and the functions of his own Office — modelled
on that of the Speaker of the Commaons.

Guest of Honour at the evening dinner at the Diplomat Hotel
was Mr. Moshe Arad, Deputy Director General of the |srael
Foreign Office, who spoke in detail about the diplomatic
exchanges with President Sadat of Egypt and the prospects
for peace. The importance attached by the lsrael Government
10 the status of the members of the Group was iliustrated by

the off-the-record and in depth review which Mr. Arad presented.

10

Peter Thomas addressing the Speaker of the Knesset, Mr. lzhak
Shamir M.K., watched by Michae! Fidler and Baroness Pike

DAY 3, TUESDAY, 14th FEBRUARY

This second day of our visit to Jerusalem began with a tour

of further areas of Jerusalem, passing the new housing
developments. We were impressed by the aesthetic care taken
to preserve the 'Jerusalem appearance’”, notably the Jerusalem
stone, which gives such a noble aspect to even the most

modern developments and on which the Jerusalem municipality
insists for the outside walls of all new buildings.

After passing the Herzl Museum we arrived at Yad Vashem,
Israel’s memorial of the H*aust. The Group toured the



various chambers, which depicted all stages of the Nazi
Holoeaust, the mass murder and genocide of the 6 million
Jows who were destroyed during Hitler's domination of
Europe. Photographs taken during the Nazi domination of
Europe — some taken by the Nazis themselves — bear eloquent
westimany to the horrors of that period, An appropriate
reminder to mankind of man's bestiality to man. We visited
the special room set aside to register the names of every
individual who died, already containing records of millions,
irrefutable evidence of the magnitude of the Holocaust. We
yisited the memorial shrine, whare Michagl Fidler recited
the memarial prayers, and together with the Rt. Hon. Peter
Thomas, QC, MP, Baroness Pike of Melton and Mrs. Sylvia
Sheff, on behall of the Group, performed the moving
cergmony bssociated with the eternal flama

Insighe Yad Vashem, lsroel’s Museum of the Halocaust.
Mra. Kingston with Michael Fidier, against background scenes of the
Holocaust.

Outside the Yad Vashem buildings we saw the memaorial
manument and the beautiful sculpture of Rachel weeping
far her children. Reflecting on the importance of the
memories of the Holocaust being passed on to future
generations, we were impressed to see bus loads of young
Israeli girl soldiers arriving to be taken through Yad Vashem

lsrael obviously makes sure that the next generation
should never forget.

Mr. Moshe Yoval explaining the significance of ¥Yad Vashem to S}l'h"f.i
Shalf and Michas! Fidier oursicle the Memorial Halls,

Mext we drove to visit an Absorption Centre, the one chosen
baing Mevasseret Zion. After an explanation from the Leader
of the Centre, we met four couples who with their children
had recently arrived in Israel and were staying at the Centre
where they were learning Hebrew and receiving assistance in
finding jobs and homes. This enabled us to check on the
practical results achlﬁ by the Absorption Centres. The

n



four were from South Africa, Britain, Uruguay and Hussa The President entertained us for tea, and addressed a special
Each answerad questions about why they had gone to Israel welcome to us. He explained the limited functions af his
“on Aliya" (literally “going up™'; this term |s applied to Jews Office, which appeared to be almost entirely ceremonial, His
leaving any country overseas to emigrate to lsrael to settlel.
We learned how the parents studied and acclimatised
themsalves to their new country while their children went
to school at the Centre.

In the afternoon a visit was paid to Bethelehem, whare
members of the Group visited the Church of the Nativity and,
an the outskirts, saw Rachel’s Tomb. This proved to be one
of the very few places where we saw soldiers of the lsraeli
Army on guard — guarding the Holy Places against possible
desecration. In general, the guards in Israel were more
invisible than unobtrusive!

Our “'semi-State Visit" followed, when the Party called at the
Residence of the President of lsrael, Profeéssor Ephraim Katzir,

Peter Thomas presenting the House of Commong Gobiet 1o the Prasident.

warm persondlity made a tremendous impression on the Group,
gspecially his illustrated comments which proved him to be a
raconteur of no mean ability, He told us the story about the
Australian who was taken to visit Israel’s borders with Syria,
Lebanon, Egypt and Jordan and then came back and said,
“Mr. President, |'ve seen all the borders, now where is the
country?", Israel’s security problems were highlighted by
another story — the true story about Dr. Kissinger who, in
conversation with the President, had said in reference to the
Gaolan Heights, "'l don’t kny why you fuss about two
millimetres on my map'’. To which the President had replied

Professor Ephraim Katzir, President of the State of lirsel welcoming "It may be only two "“"!:""h'“ﬂ‘a on your map but you should
the CFI VIR Group in the Official Hcsﬂ!pnif the President. see how far it 15 on mine .
12
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Premier Menachem Begin
ISRAEL

Dear Prime Minister Bepgin :

1 call for Statehood for Israsl with the present borders, with no with-drawals,
with supreme soversignty as a State of the Union equal to all 50 States ; with

full and equal rights to every person living in Israel now, as free Americans,

with full American citizenship.

Durding my campaipn for Vice President (Democrat) in 1960, I will use svery

appropriate forum to advance my alternate solution to the Middle-East tangle ;

Statehood for Israel via Flebiscite ; because I believe that all of the people

in Israel who are involved intrinsically in this tangle should have a say-by-vote

in their Destiny. &

As Prime Minister, Sir, you can see the advantage of this alternate solution
to the defense of Israel. Your job will be accomplished. We will defend the
Sovereign State of Israel exactly with the same fervor and bravery and full
dedication as we will defend the Sovereizn State of Hawaii, the Sovereirn State
of Alaska, the Sovereiecn State of khode Island, the Sovereign State of Montana,
the Sovereign State of New York, the Sovereign State of Mississippi, or any
othar grain of American soil.

I enclose my trilogy entitled "SHALOM TO YOU ISRAEL", which contains my
invitation to all of the pesople in lsrael who yearn so for Peace.

SO00N===A GREAT EVENT==-WHEN A SMALL HANDFUL OF NON-SELFISH POLITICIANS

IN ISRAEL GRASP THE TORCH OF INITIATIVE AND JOIN THE UNION OF SOVEREIGN STATES
COF AMERICA AND THEREBY PROVIDE HER CITIZENS THE REAL OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE
LAST ING PEACE

Sincerely,

?‘:}’ ?o%ﬁv} ThAL Liopw

Ray Rollinson, THE LION
RAY ROLLINSON FCR VICE PRESIDENT, 1980
"THE GREAT POET FROM YONKERS"

Columbia, New Jersey (07832
(phone ; 201 496 4552)

enclosure : "SHALOM TO YOU ISRAEL"
a trilogy with each poem containing the common theme of ;
an invitation to all the pecple of Israsl from America to
live in peace as free Americans in the Sovereipn State of
Israel.
TGPPFIX
copies : this is a public document,



SHALOM TO YOU ISRAEL

( once of three )
this
FREE MAN
INVITES
ISRAEL
TCO APFLY
FOR STATEHOOD

S0 THAT SHE MAY
TAKE HER RIGHT FULL
PLACE ALONG SIDE
ALL OTHER PROUD

AMERICAN STATES

OF THIS GREAT UNION
OF DEMOCRATIC

MEN WHO LOVE FREEDOM
ENOUGH TO FROVE IT ===

AND WHO HAVE FROVEN IT ===
AND HAVE CARVED A NEW STATE
OUT OF THE WILDERNESS

IN ORDER TO PRESERVE

THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS
AND CUSTOMS OF WORSHIP

AND WHO ARE WILLING TO SHARE
THE RESPONSIHILITIES

OF BEING AMERICANS

OF TOLERANT COMPASSION

FOR THEIR CIVILIZED NEIGHBORS

WHO DESIRE TO CELEHRATE

THEIR CONVICTIONS IN PEACE TOO

TGPFX
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SHALOM TO YOU ISRAEL

( twice of three )

and

WHEN ALL
OF THE

ARGUMENTS
PRO AND CON
HAVE EEEN VOICED

AND ALL PILPUL
DEFERENCED TO :
THEN, === === AT THAT TIME :
AND NOT UNTIL § === === ===

THEN., === === NO ONE WHO SEEKS
THE TRUTH WILL DENY
THE VOICE OF THE HEART
WHICH SPEAKS TO REASON
THESE WORDE OF LOGIC :

"A MOTHER SHOULD NOT HOLD
A DEAD SON IN HER ARMS."
=== WHLIND FOOLS SEEK PERFECTION."

wwe w== "WE FIND STRENGTH IN NUMBERS,"
=== === === UPLEDGED DOLLARS CANNOT MATCH
EACH GRAIN CF DESERT SAND."

WHAT LIFE IS THERE IN KILLING ?

THERE IS NO LIFE IN KILLING.
JACKALS WILL NEVER ATTACK
A BAND OF BULL ELEPHANTS,

WET BIRIS SHOULD NOT FLY AT NIGHT.

THE EAGLE PROTECTS ITS YOUNG.

"SHALOM TO YOU ISRAEL,"

ol ¢ Bl ¢




SHALOM TO YOU ISRAEL

( thrice of three )

S00N ===

A GREAT
EVENT ===

WHEN A SMALL
HANDFUL OF
NON-SELFISH

POLITICTIANS

IN ISRAEL

GRASP THE TCRCH OF
IRITIATIVE

TO JOIN THE UNION
OF SOVEREIGN STATES
OF AMERICA

AND THEREBY PROVIDE
HER CITIZENS THE

REAL OPPORTUNITY

TO ACHIEVE LAST ING PEACE
AS FREE AMERICAN
CITIZENS THE SAME WAY
THAT FREE AMERICAN
CITIZENS LIVING IN

THE SOVEREIGN STATES OF MAINE,
COLORADO, NEW JERSEY,

OHIO, ALABAMA,

CALIFORNIA, FLORIDA,

ALASKA, INDIANA,

RHODE ISLAND, AND HAWAIT,

ENJOY THEIR FOUGHT FOR FREEDOMS

TGPPFRY
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Mr Ray Rollinson,
Ray Rollinson for Vice Fresident,
ggiumhla, New Jersey 07832,
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