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REMARKS BY MAYOR EDWARD I. KOCH

AT RAMBAN YESHIVA, JERUSALEM
Sunday, May 12, 1985

As the Mayor of the City with the largest Jewish population
in the world, I am very happy to be here in Jerusalem, the capital
of the Jewish state.

It is most fitting that I am speaking in the 0ld City of
Jerusalem, liberated by the Israel Defense Forces in 1967 and
reunited with the western part of Jerusalem. The days that I

have spent here have been a great pleasure -- and a learning

experience. Jerusalem is a very special and wonderful city.
And we can all thank Mayor Kollek for helping to make it that
way.

Long before I entered public life, I knew that for millennia
our prayers were directed towards Jerusalem, the spiritual and
national capital of the Jewish people. Today, a united Jerusalem
is, and will remain, the capital of the State of Israel. The
pledge made by our forefathers has been redeemed. Jerusalem
will never again be relinquished.

Regrettably, the United States has never recognized Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel. Successive administrations in Washington
have chosen to defy history, legality, morality and even logic.

The Reagan peace initiative of September 1, 1982 -- the .

so called reagan peace plan -- echoes the arabist thinking that
has colored our foreign policy establishment since Israel's independen:
in 1948. The Reagan plan calls for Jerusalem to be negotiable.
I assert that Jerusalem is no more negotiable than Washington,
DC, Paris or London.

I needn't remind this audience of the centrality of Jerusalem
to the Jewish People. Yet, how often have I heard the phrase
that Jerusalem is central not only to Jews, but to the other
monotheistic religions as well, and thus there is a "Jerusalem
Problem" that needs to be solved.

This so-called "Problem" is pure invention. Jerusalem is
indeed holy but never has been central to Islam. During the hundreds

of years of Moslem empire, Jerusalem was never even a provincial
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capital. Mecca and Medina are the two holiest cities in Islam.
Jerusalem is not mentioned once in the Koran. During the 19 years
of Jordanian rule, it never occurred to the rulers of Jordan
to develop Jerusalem or make it a capital. Instead, their part
of the city was allowed to decay.

In contrast, the relationship of the Jewish People to Jerusalem
is a relationship which has no parallel in the history of Nations,
a passion which has remained vibrantly alive for 3,000 years.

The torah and prayer books are replete with references to
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is mentioned 634 times in our scripture,
while other rleigions, to wit, Christianity and Islam, have holy
sites here respected and protected by the Jewish People, Jeruslaem
itself is a holy site for the Jewish People. It is not only
a religious center, but the very heart of the historie and national
identity of the Jewish People.

after Jordan through an act of war occupied the eastern
part of Jerusalem in 1948, it began to systematically destroy
every remnant of Jewish life in the City. The horrors of Jordanian
occupation of the jewish capital will never be forgotten or forgiven.
The desecration of its cemeteries, the destruction of every single
jewish synagogue, the massacre of civilians at Hadassah Hospital
and Hebrew University, the denial of access to the Western Wall
of the Temple Mount. These atrocities will always remind Jews
of the dangers of weakness.

Today, under Israeli sovereignty, there is full religious
freedom for all. Christians, Moslems and Jews not only have access
to their holy sites, but they each control their own holy places.

Arab propaganda totally rejects the Jewish devotion to Jerusalem.
It claims that Jerusalem is Arab. This belated arab interest
in Jerusalem is part and parcel of the systematic attempt to
deny the jewish people the right to any part of Israel. Unfortunately,
democratic western nations lend support to the arab goal of removing
Jewish sovereignty from the land of Israel when they call for
Jeruslaem to be internationalized, divided, or made "negotiable".

Do Western leaders really wish to see all or part of Jerusalem
once again ruled by regimes that deny their own people the most
elemental freedoms? Or do they want a city where all faiths
live together and work together under the democratic rule of

law, with tolerance for all beliefs? Would they really prefer
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the havoc and the bloody religious wars of Lebanon to the security
for all in tHe State of Israel and a united Jerusalem?

It is unconscionable that the leaders of the free world
can even speak of negotiating, dividing or internationalizing
Israel's capital. Israel's parliament is here; the Prime Minister's
Office is here; the Government is here. Yet, with the exception
of Costa Rica and El1 Salvador, the embassies are not here. They
are in Tel Aviv. In addition to exposing embassy officials to
the perils of Israeli traffic while they drive to Jeruslaem to
consult with Government leaders, the presence of the embassies
in Tel Aviv is an insult to the Israeli people and a challenge
to Isralei sovereignty and nationhood.

As an American I say it is unacceptable that the embassy
of the United States is not here in Jerusalem. It is also unacceptable
that American officials are proscribed from attending public
functions in the eastern part of the city. This is nothing less
than a refusal to fully recognize the legitimacy and sovereignty
of the State of Israel. This intolerable situation must be changed.
1 support and salute those U.S. members of congress who have
called upon the president to move the American embassy to the
capital of Israel, Jerusalem.

Israel is the only nation on this planet that other nations
seek to deny the right to determine where its capital will be.
1t should be noted that while american does not recognize east
berlin as the capital of East Germany, (Berlin, after all, has
been occupied by the allied powers for 40 years) nevertheless,
America keeps its embassy in East Berlin. It is time for America
and the free world to stop treating adversaries and arab despots
better than the only democracy in the Middle East. There is
no excuse for an American embassy to be in any Isralei city other
than its capital, Jerusalem.

As we strive to achieve justice for Jerusalem and Israel,
other questions must also occupy our attention.

Two days ago, 1 visited Hebron, Judaism's second holiest
city where our patriarchs and matriarchs are buried. Following
the exodus from Egypt, Hebron was conquered by Joshua and, until
the 1929 massacre of Jews in the city, there was a thriving Jewish
community living there. David was annointed King of Israel in
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Hebron in the year 1007 B.C.E. and ruled Israel for seven years
from this holy city before moving the capital to Jerusalem.

I had the privilege of witnessing the re-establishment of
Jewish life in Hebron. I wisited Beit Hadassah and Tel Romeida.

I spoke with families in the renewed Jewish quarter and saw the
restored Avraham Avinu Synagogue, first built in the 16th century.

It is in Hebron, in Judea, in Samaria, where Jewish history
occurred. If Isralis do not demand their right to participate
in Judea and Samaria, do they not abdicte their right to Tel
Aviv and Haifa? It is in the hills of Judea and Samaria where
the prophets walked.

Israel's ties to Judea and Samaria go beyond ancient history
or religion. These ties derive from modern history and from inter-
national law as well. The area is also crucial to Israel's security
and survival. Visiting Israel and viewing the terrain, I must
agree withlsrael's ambassador to the United Nations who noted
that Israel's survival is contingent on the retention of the
Judea and Samaria mountain ranges. GSpecifically, he stated that
Israel is "not going to survive into the 21st century if we do
not remain in military control". The mountains serve not only
as a geographical buffer from a Jordanian attack that could split
the country in two in an hour, but alsc as training ground and
early warning, while providing the strategic depth needed to
mobilize the Israeli rer_.ves. 1t is an illusion to imagine
that the surrender of these geo-strategic borders in exchange
for an unenforceable peace treaty with the arabs will lead to
peace. This concept is dangerous and could lead to the destruction
of Israel. VYes, there should be discussions between Jordan and
Israel on ultimate agreed upon boundaries at the peace table,
but enly when Jordan says what it will give to Israel then and
only then should Israel say what it will give to Jordan. Mutuality,
not unilateral action is required.

The Middle East is constantly buffeted by national and
religiousturmoil and strife. Deterrence adn strength -- not
weakness —-- are the keys to survival, stability and peace in
this region. Arab laders hope they might yet have the opportunity
to reduce Israel to vulnerable borders and thereby eliminate
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Israel in stages. The Reagan plan for peace inthe Middle East,
which would give sovereignty over Judea and Samaria to Jordan,

can only encourage the Arab world in its aim of eliminating Israel.
Truncated borders —-- an Israel nine miles wide in the center

-- would be an incentive for increased terrorism, would endanger
the very existence of the State, and would nullify Israel's position
as a strategic barrier to the expansionist aims of the soviet
union. Yes, the Arab populations on the West Bank and in Gaza
should ultimately govern themselves. How that is achieved is

for the peace treaty between Jordan and Israel to determine.

A glance at a map of Israel illustrates how absurd it is
to demand that Israel vacate Judea and Samaria. Today, Israel
faces a greater military threat than in 1967 or 1973 when arab
armies outnumbered the I.D.F. in manpower and in weapons by a
three-to-one ratio. The current ratio, according to military
analysts, is six-to-one, and the arabs now possess the kind of
sophisticated weaponry they lacked in 1973. Strategic depth
and control of the high ground become more necessary than ever.

Israel is being asked to endanger its security in exchange
for a peace treaty -- a piece of paper.

The reality of the Middle East is that treaties and promises
are rarely, if ever, kept. lraq and Iran had a treaty, but when
Saddam Hussein perceived Iran to be vulnerable after the fall
of the Shah, Iraq invaded. The Middle East is an area where
treaties are discarded as rapidly as yesterday's newspaper.

The Cairo agreemetn in Lebanon, the armistice agreemetn
of 1949, the cease-fire agreemetn of 1970 and countless others
were all violated by teh Arabs. And, sadly, enarly every paragraph
of the Camp David Accords -- to which the United States also
affixed its signature -- has been broken by Egypt. The failure
of the Egypt-Israel peace treaty underscores the fragility of
middle east treaties.

The Arab-Israel conflict is not a conflict over borders,
but a conflict over the very existence of the Jewish state. The
core of the conflict is the arab attempt to remove Jewish sovereignty
from the Middle East. We must not be fooled by"Peace Plans”
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. often disguise far more sinister aims. Talking about a Palestinia
State in the"West Bank", Yassir Arafat's Deputy, Abu lIyad, recently
said: "The Palestinian State which shall arise shall be the
beginning of the end of Israel... every one of us wants the retrieval
of Jaffa and, indeed, every last inch of Palestinian soil."

Arab-Israeli peace can only result from Israeli strength
-- military strength, economic strength, political strength and
geo-strategic strength. Only when the Arabs perceive that Israel
is too strong to be destroyed and that Israel has no intention
of retreating tovulnerable boders will they come to terms with
the Jewish State.

The United States can help strengthen Israel, and thereby
strengthen itself, by increasing its strategic cooperation with
Israel and by purchasing Israel's excellent and low-cost weapons
for America's armed forces. But, even more important, the United
States must reverse its present course and support Israeli control
over the vital areas necessary to its security.

But the real strength of Israel lies in its people =-- in
the city dweller and the kibutz worker, in the bugsinessman and
the factory worker. It is the pioneer settlers reclaiming and
rebuilding in the desolate areas of judea and samaria, which
are devoid of Arab cities, who will assure that these vital areas
remain in Israeli hands. The very names echo the bible:
shiloh, Elon, Moreh, Sheclk.m, Hebron, and, of course, Yerushalayim.
This is where Jewish history unfolded, where it is being made
today, and will continue to be made in the future.

The Arab people have 20 nations, including three-guarters
of the Palestine Area, in which to express their national sovereignty.
The Jewish People have only tiny Israel -- 50 miles wide from
the Mediterranean to the Jordan. Many Israelis and Americans
tend to forget this fact.

Vast parts of Judea and Samaria are as much a part of the
land of Israel as are Jeruslaem and Tel Aviv and should remain

under Iseraeli sovereignty. I believe that an Israel whidh is
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resolute -- and not indecisive -- on this issue will command
greater cooperation and respect from the Arabs in Judea and
Samaria and from Israel's enemies and friends.

Furtehrmore, Jewish settlement in Judea and Samaria is an
obstacle to war. Without settlement, Israel will lose Judea and

Samaria, which will encourage Arab bellicosity. This must not

happen . One need only recall that in 1948 and 1967 when Judea
and Samaria were in arab hands, Jordan attacked Israel. In 1973,
with Israel in control of the area, Jordan refrained from a direct
attack.

On behalf of the people of the City of New York, I salute

. you and bring you greetings of solidarity, affection and peace.
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