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1.

3.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF BUILDING

Original contract price of building

A. VAT added since signing of contract

B. Additional charges submitted by contractor

Additional cost by sub-contractors for

for changes and additions

TOTAL

additional work in buildings:

A.

Telephone system

Painting

Electrical Work

Iron work for security

Main sanctuary finishing cost
Hot water sun system
Architect and engineer fees
Legal fees and costs

Additional tiling
TOTAL

Equipment and furnishings

A.

D.

E.

Kitchen and dining room
including walk-in freezer and
other electrical equipment

Tables and chairs
Classroom furniture and tables

Dormitory furnishings
beds, closets, etc.

Library acquisitions
Costs and furnishings

TOTAL

IL

IL

1L

IL

IL

1L

8,650,000
300,000

4,500,000

13,450,000

75,000
50,000
100,000
25,000
100,000
150,000
100,000

100,000

100,000

800,000

900,000
250,000

250,000

500,000

600,000

2,500,000







SOURCES OF INCOME

Matching grants

Donatione towards building
TOTAL

IL 6,000,000

6,000,000
——— e
IL 12,000,000
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GLENN GURFEIN, 21, of Great
Neck, New York, had planned to
be in India by now. A com-
munications major at the Univer-
sity of Syracuse, Glenn decided
last summer to spend the year
travelling.

His leisurely progress lowards
the distant Orient stopped in
September in a grocery store in
the Jerusalem suburb of Givat
Mordechai. He was failing to com-
municate with the grocer when
another customer, Mordechai
Schiller, came to his assistance.
They struck up a conversation,
Schiller mentioned that he was in-
volved in a magazine. called
‘““Shma Yisrael,'” and Glenn
recilled having seen it on news-
stands in Jerusalem. He had been
impressed, he said, with its strik-
ing graphics and its sophisticated,
hard-sell brand of Orthodox
Judaism.,

Schiller said the magazine was
published by Yeshivat Or
Sameah, a Jewish studies centre
for' American university students.
(It is named after the famous
Talmudic novellae of Rabbi Meir
Simcha of Dvinsk whose title is
derived from Proverbs, 13.9, ""The
light of the righteous rejoiceth.”
The Rabbi of Dvinsk died (in 1928)
without heirs, and Or Sameah'’s
founders sought to perpetuate his
name in their yeshiva.)

He invited Glenn to visit the
yeshiva, and the upshot was that
Glenn is now Gedaliah, has
deferred his trip to India, and is
diligently applying himself to Or
Sameah's beginners' crash-
course in Jewish studies.

The grocery store encounter
was not unigue. Most of Or
Bameah’'s more than 70 students
first learned of the yveshiva's ex-
istence by chance meetings in the
streets of Jerusalem or at the
Western Wall. Staff and students
are continually on the lookout for
likely new recruits among the
thousands of American
youngsters who drift through
Jerusalem, particularly during
the summer months.

**Other yeshivot wait for
students to come to them: we feel
we can't afford to wait," saya
Babbi Mendel Weinbach, one of
the three men who run Or
Sameah.

The “bait” held out to attract
newcomers is in the form of an in-
tellectual challenge:

“You've come to Jerusalem, to
the Western Wall... That means
you acknowledge your Jewish
identity. You're probably proud of
it. But what do you really know
about Judaism and Jewishness?
Practically nothing. Certainly
much less than about the subjects
you study at college. Wouldn't you
like to find out more about it?"

These encounters often result in
a pleasant but brief conversation
and nothing more. Sometimes, the
challenge provokes a critical or
provocative response, sometimes a
consent to spend a weekend, or a
week or two, at Or Sameah.

Rabbi Weinbach estimates that
over 200 youngsters passed
through Or Sameah during the
summer of 1974. The yeshiva
provided special summer courses.
In conjunction with the Jewish
Apency’'s Tora Department, it
hopes to develop a broader and
more varied schedule of student
programmes by next year.

Some of the newcomers even-
tually decide to postpone their
return home and register for one
of the yeshiva's longer courses.
But even a briefl stay sometimes
results in radical changes in a
student's outlook and life-pattern.
Back at college, he might now
think of visiting the Hillel House,
or the local community centre,
though previously he had been
remote from either. He might
syven seek out the local rabbi, or
become involved in Israel Society
activities.

THE STUDENT who stays longer
— for a year or even two (Or
Sameah has only been in ex-
istence for two-and-a-halfl years)
— can acquire a sound grounding
in Jewizh classics and Jewlish
thought.

At the same tme, he learns
Hebrew at the yeshiva's own ul-
pan. A bright student joining the
yveshiva with no knowledge at all

THEHAPPY LIGHT

Jerusalem's Or Sameah is an Orthodox yeshiva with a difference:

not only is it specifically designed — like a number of similar institutions in the
Capital — for “penitents,” but it fosters independence of mind and manner
within the framework of halacha. DAVID LANDAU visited it recently.

of Jewish religious culture or the
Hebrew language can emerge a
year later — if he has not wasted
his time — equipped to read the
Bible or Maimonides In the
original, able to discuss Jewish
history, philosophy and religious
observance with a reasonable
mesasure of competence, and able,
too, to find his way through the
columns of *‘‘Maariv’ or
““Ha'aretz.""

The accent Is on Talmud,
though at Or Sameah Talmud
does not command the almost ex-
clusive place in the curriculum
that It does in the traditional
yeshivot.

The decision to stay implies a
decigion to become Orthodox In
practice. But there is no intole-
rance or bigotry.Or Sameah re-
quires from its students that they
observe the mitzvot, says Rabbl
Weinbach. But it does not seek to
stifle thelr individuality, or
stereotype their thinking.

Clothes are colourful; hair
length varies. Hair length, in fact,
is often a reflection of the
student’s current attitude to the
concepts and observances that he
encounters for the first time at the
yeshiva. Glenn Gurfein arrived
with bright red tresses cascading
down his back. Gradually they
were trimmed, untll now he sports
a curly but manageable mop.

His friends are watching close-
Iy to see where the process will
stop. Sometimes, a student will
crop his hair short and start grow-
ing peyol, after the fashion of the
ultra-Orthodax, only to give up the
side-curls later for a more balane-
ed style. Such changes reflect the
wavering and re-thinking which
naturally accompany & student’s
attempts to find his own mean in
the swirl of new ideas and strange
practices.

A HEALTHY, frank, matter-of-
fact atmosphere pervades the
yeshiva. It shapes the attitudes of
staff and students towards the in-
tensely personal and emotional
experience of ''becoming
Orthodox.'" The doubts and
hesitations — and rejections —
are not hidden or repressed, but
discussed in a spirit of intellectual
inguiry. While sincerity and
rellgious devotion are admired,
religiosity of the artificial and
assumed kind is spurned.

Or Sameah is no place for the
“mysticism’' — real or illusory —
that purportedly permeates some
of the other baalei 'shuva
(*'penitents'') yeshivot that have
sprung up in Jerusalem in recent
years. Freakish religious prac-
tices, though ostensibly motivated
by the soul's fire, are quietly dis-
couraged,

Bob Gershonfeld, an M.A. in

Urban Planning with a place at
the Harvard School of Law
awaiting him, hag spent two years
at Or Sameah. A Phi Beta Kappa,
he says he has found at the
yeshiva “the right mix of intellec-
tuality and practical religion." He
was president of Hillel House at
Hartford College, Connecticut,
when he began inguiring into
Ortnodox Jewish literature. Prof.
Abraham Joshua Heschel, the
late doyen of American Conser-
vatism, encouraged him to go to
Israel and seek to widen his
Jewish horizons there. Carefully
sifting through the various
baelei t'shuva yeshivot, he
selected Or Sameah, in part, he
says, because he found himself in-
tellectually challenged by the in-
terplay of minds and experience
among its ataff.

Mendel Weinbach, a gifted
writer and natural educator, was
arabbi in New York until he came
on aliya in 1963. One of the first
residenta of the north Jerusalem
suburb of Mattersdorf, he haa
become its unofficial "“‘mayor,"’
easing the absorption process for
the quarter's many American im-
migrants. Well-known and widely
respected in ulira-Orthodox
circles, Rabbi Weinbach was one
of the founders of Or Sameah, and
it is largely due to his connections
and his personality that this
yveshiva-with-a-difference has
gained and retained the approval
of the arch-conservative, ultra-
Orthodox establishment.

‘“WE GET referrals from the
Neturel Karta,' Rabbi Weinbach
says proudly. At the same time,
he notes, to illustrate the
yeshiva's deft and delicate balan-
cing act, Or Sameah has been ask-

Above; Glemnt Gurfeln was on his way o
Indin
Above left: Rabli Nota Schiller expoundy
g complex Talmudical point to Jeff Lazare
af Pittshirgh.
Left: Glenn Siepal of New York waz g
Journalitm majar.

{Mike Goldberg)

ed by the Ministry of Abacrption
to Programme A COourse in
Judaism for use in student-
immigrant hostels.

“They're looking for Judaism
— and they| like our brand of it,"
says Nota Schiller, another
founder-member of the staff,

Catchy phrases come naturally
to 8chiller: he was once a
public-relations consultant and,
with his boundless drive and ver-
bal facility, would certainly
have achieved vast success in that
field — had he not decided to
devote his life to teaching
Judaism.

In his home-town of Toronto, he
was principal of a Jewish high-
school until leaving for Israel in
1968. A ba’al {'shuva himself, he
can directly share his own in-
timate religious experiences with
his students. Penitence is the
theme of some of his most
poignant poems, which have been
published and acclaimed in
Canada.

It was Schiller who interested
Toronto millionaire Joseph
Tannenbaum in Or Bameah. A
bridge-builder turned realtor,
Tannenbaum and his wife Faye
covenanted §500,000 over 20 years
to the yeshiva, It was Mr. Tannen-
baum's generosity that enabled
Or Bameah last year to buy itas
modern premises on Rehov
Shmuel Hanavi — but these are
already becoming cramped as the
full-time student body, now near-
ing 80, grows continuously.

NOTA SCHILLER Isthe editor
and moving spirit of “*‘Shma
Yisrael"' magazine. The first
issue; published last summer,
proved & huge success both In
Israel and on American college
campuses. More than anything
else, the magazine, with ita im-
aginative graphics by Ben
Gasner, himself an Orthodox
American immigrant, and
magnificently professional
presentation, has won Or Sameah
recognition as an arresting and in-
novative phenomenon on the
Orthodox Jewish scene.

Wouk's contribution, “"Why Daf
Yomi?,” was a plercingly
profound Iinsight into the
algnificance of Talmud study in
the Jewish ethos. (Daf Yomiis the
daily study of one page ( daf) of
the Talmud.)

The second issue has now
appeared, and it is little short of
excellent, offering a selection of
superbly illustrated articles. In
his ‘'Forethought,'” Nota Schiller's
brother Mordechai writes:

““The underlying theme,
throughout, whether in a discus-
sion of Jewish Jerusalem, Jews in
Russia, or Judalsm in art and
food, is putting Jewlsh issues back
In context. When we say "Shma
Yisrael ..."" we are, at the same
time, saying, ''... the Lurd our
Gud, the Lurd ia One.”"" When we
demand "Let my people go....."
let us remember the rest of the
verse: ‘... that they may serve
Me."

It sounds like the introduction
to a rabbinical sermon, and in a
way it is, because the message of
the magazire {s the message of
Orthodox Tadaism. But that
message has probably never been
presented and delivered in so
original or attractive a manner.

The third founder-member of
Or Sameah is Rabbi Carl
Rosenberg. He served as a high-
achool principal In Pennaylvania
and later established a successful
insurance business which has now
enabled him to retire to Israel,
relatively yvoung, and devote
himself entirely to the yeshiva,

The dean of the yeshiva is Rab-
bl Dov Bchwartzman, formerly of
America, and now one of
Jerusalem's foremost Tal-

" mudists.

All the founder-members pledg-
ed at the outset to commit
themselves totally to the yveshiva,
undertaking to go into debt to keep
it running. Fortunately, because
the three of them are as effective
fundraisers a8 they are educators,
this had never been necessary,

Now, the yeshiva is hoping for
the active support of the Jewish
Apency and of several Govern-
ment ministries. Its teacher-
training programme, recently
launched, has already won the
recognition of the Education
Ministry, and the yeshiva course
itself has merited gix eredits from
no less august an institution than
Yale University.

The Yale student, Zvi Keefer of
MNew York, has returned to the un-
iversity, completed his philosophy
and psychology degree (with the
help of the Or Sameah credits)
and Is now doing research in
educational psychology. Another
yeshiva would consider Keefer a
failure, a Jost case, but Or
Sameah sees him as one of its
finest successes. Far from dis-
couraging its students from pur-
suing their secular education or
professional careers, it sees in a
student returning to his campus
after a year or two in Jerusalem a
harbinger of authentic Judaism to
the huge body of American Jewish
college youth in the main totally
unacquainted with their religious
heritage.

AMONG tne more ambitious
projects which Or S8ameah has
launched ia an Orthodox im-
migrants' colony at Segev, near
Acre,

""We were asked by the Housing
Ministry and the Jewish Agency’'s
Bettlement Department to provide
a list of 30 young couples from the
U.8. who would be willing to settle
in Segev,”” Rabbi Weinbach ex-
plains. The Government is vitally
interested in Jewish settlement in
the Galilee, and offered every
possible assistance to the would-
be olim, Or Sameah screened
applicants carefully for
professional and social aptitude.

The first six young families are
due to arrive in the summer, with
their community leader, hand-
picked by Or Sameah. A “‘post-
graduate'' course in Jewlsh
studies will be prepared for the
young men, who are to divide
their time between studying and
pursguing their trades or
professions, either in Segev or
commuting to Haifa,

Rabhbi Schiller talks of opening
& branch of Or Sameah in the U.B.
He ia also involved in preparing a
series of talk-and-musie
programmes which the Broad-
casting Authority has com-
missioned for its overseas radio
service.
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