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EXHIBITION OF METHERLANDS ARCHITECTURE




One of the great tasks facing us today is o cope
with the consequences of the almost universal in-
crease in population and to provide, besides housing,
additional space and accommadation for life's many
other activities

In mesting these needs, we must do full justice to
hurman dignity, taking into account the actual and
potential demands that the human race has a right
to make.

To make full prevision for all this, we would need
to look further into the future than is, in fact,
possible. After all, the appearance of town and
country is to a great extent determined for many
years at a time by architecture in the widest sense.

It is one of the factors governing the happiness and
physical and mental wellbeing of the individual,
the family and the whole human race.

Town and country planners, civil engineers, archi-
tects and the many others concerned in shaping the
future of town and country are confronted by an
exciting but difficult task, and it is very important
that nations should not keep their attainments to
themselves but should contribute as much as pos-
sible to an exchange of ideas on new ways of
solving the problems.

| am delighted that this exhibition of Dutch archi-
tecture will now be seen In Israel, | hope that it
will give many lsraeli visitors, and especially pro-
fessional colleagues, some idea of the way in which
the special problems facing the MNetherlands have
been solved




In conclusion, | would also express the hope that
it will shortly be possible to hold an Israeli exhibi-
tion on the same subject in the Netherlands, and
that this exchange will contribute to the growth of

understanding between our two countries

UL

M, VROLILIK,
Minister for Cultural Affairs,
Recreation and Social Welfare




The Metherlands is a small and very densely-popula-
ted country, located in the delta of the Rine, Meuse
and Scheldt. |t canstitutes a link in the communica-
tions between Western Europe and the seas of the
warld. The population is fast increasing, industriali-
zation is going rapidly ahead and a high standard
of living, with all its conseguences, Is now genera{
in the Netherlands

Dutch building is at present enjoying a boom. Hou-
ses; schools, offices, factories, churches, etc. are
being bullt in larger numbers than ever before.
S5till more are needed, but the Government has to
impose certain restrictions in view of the limited
building capacity. Its building policy rightly aims
first and foremost at quantity, so that the demand
may be satisfied as far as possible. Intensive re-
search iz being carried out to discover building
methods reguiring less labour and less material.

Traditional brick buildings predominate, though

concrete and stee| frameworks are being adopted
more and more. Industrial building methods are
also being used, but they account for no more than
a small percentage of the total volume of building.

The architect is faced with a difficult task, Besides
having too much work on his hands, he is han-
dicapped by the fact that there is invariably a long
delay between his drafting of plans and their being
executed, As a rule, the actual drafting and buil-
ding have to be completed with all possible speed,
so that he has virtually no time to subject his work
te mature reflection. Unless the architect can some-
how control the flow of work, he has practically
no chance of achieving continuity in his creative
development. In the Metherlands, as elsewhere, ar-
chitects” bureaux employing large professional staffs
have been established. Another difficulty is that
efforts are being made to dispense with the archi-




tect in bullding projects, this being possible because
the title of ‘architect’ is not protected by law.

The building boom is influencing the standard of
architecture. In the last 20 years the principles of
the ‘new building’ style have become common pro-
perty, Any departure from those principles elicits
astonishment and disapproval. Thanks to the press,
television, cinema and other means of communi-
cation, the architect iz kepl informed of develop-
ments in the architectural sphere throughout the
world, and this cannot fail to influence his own
views

Dutch architecture can be regarded as good-average.
This is in no way a derogatory assessment. Any
country with a good average standard should con-
sider itself fortunate. It is better than boasting a
few brilliant examples while the general level is
sub-standard. Mevertheless, the leading Dutch ar-
chitects ara concerned about the situation, and
are sufficiently aware of the shortcomings of Dutch
architecture, to want to do their utmost to im-
prove its quality and standard.

The MNetherlands has recently lost two of its prin-
cipal architects: Oud and Rietveld. Oud in parti-
cular was tireless in his efforts to maintain the
standards of the architectural profession. His works,
though limited in number, were significant. Riet-
veld designed furniture, interiors and dwellings,
and his development can be clearly traced from its
earliest beginnings. In the last few years of his lite
he was given important commissions, the majority
of which, tragically enough, have not yet been com
pleted, It is a tribute to the significance of his work
that the 'temporary’ pavilion which he built for
the exhibition of sculptures in Arnhem is to be re-
assemblied on the 'Hoge Veluwe" museum site, the
project being financed from contributions made
by the architectural profession. Rietveld’s ideas and




creative talent, characterized by simplicity, have an
important influence on the younger generation,
The octogenarian Dudok is slill going strong (see
his harbour office at Amsterdam ).
Presentday Dutch architecture is virtually dominated
by Van den Broek and Bakema, Through their long-
standing connection with the Institute of Technology
at Delft, they have had great influence on the future
generation of architects
They also run a large office and are acquiring an
international reputation, The town hall of Marl in
Germany and the large auditorium for the Institute
of Technology in Delft are among their most famous
works.
Van Embden and Van Tijen are the leading archi-
tects engaged in building an Institute of Technology
at Enschede. The employment there of a number
of young architects means that new avenues are
being opened for Dutch architecture. When desig-
ning the Municipal Children’s Home in Amsterdam,
Aldo van Eijck chose a path of his own, His plan for
a church showed originality of conception and form.
The chief characteristic of the above architects is
their endeavour, by introducing richer plastic design,
to utilize avaijlable space so that there is a proper
relationship between buildings and those who use
them. The main obhject of the exhibition is to pre-
sent Dutch architecture in the spatial conditions by
which it is governed, and to show that the human
being’s present and expected future use of a buil-
ding are the rnost important considerations affec
ting its design
The aim of the exhibition is to emphasize this fact
by presenting the most striking examples. If this
can be done with photographs and maodels, the or-
ganizers will have achieved their purpose.

W, VAN GELDEREN,

Architact BN A
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