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Ramtalie only in Israel, could cut costs fur-

IAsis ther. Constructing cube units, whole
rooms of a house often weighing as

remment  much as 40 tons, are_built in the

y provide  factory and shipped to the site. The

National delivery costs are steep but the

esapool method allows one group of workers

taking a

y salary.

year con-
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ortgages
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tion in Israel is done by smaller con-
tractors that cannot afford the huge
initial investment high tech systems
require. Add the high costs of land,
capital and taxes and the impact of
advanced building systems on costs
dhisappear

10.7.1989

The Bank of Israel said the
changes were almed at protecting the
slability of the morigage banks. Re-
cause of the recent drop in interest
rates on commercial mortgages (o
levels of around 7% in the lasi
months, compared with 11-13% in
i
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excused agiitain feeling of alarm in the face
of such neéws.

The news first released on Saturday night
was in fact not very new. The government had
been alerted some three weeks carlier 1o ex-
pert forecasts that there was a “9() per cent
chance” of an earthquake of a 6.5-7 magni-
tude on the Richter Scale occurring within the
next 50 years. Those forecasts 100 had not
been new, and the Seismological Institute
might not have bothered to pass them on but
for the Armenian quake and then the local
tremors. Publication of the forecasts had,
however, initially been held back by the gov-
ernment for fear that it might trigger, even if
unjustifiably, undue alarm or even panic.

In the hope of forestalling a panic, the
government, before putting the news oul, had
begun considering the overhaul of existing,

Soviet Armenia, and of two sma
more recent local tremors, Israelis might be be an agent of massive

The answer is that it need not, if the §
in which peopiggiive are sturdily enou
One of the fac@bout Soviet Armen
its earthquake had brought to light
massive disregard of building la
caused apparently mighty buildings
tumbling down like packs of cards.
How much better the building situ
Israel, is at best moot. That the situat
very good is, however, beyond qu
The head of the government’s Co
Standards Committee, Technion
Ya'acov Glick, told this newspape
the past 10 years he had been w
Interior Ministry, to no avail, that it
enforce standards of construction
to a major catastrophe in the e
earthquake.
Since the seismologists cannot te
ithin the next half centit
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