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LEON REISKIN, A.LA. ok
8306 PROFESSIONAL HILL DRIVE AEQ e

FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA, 22031 * (703) 560-6444 \,13(\;;

November 17, 1989

Mr. Amos Unger, Dirsector General

Ministry of Construction and Housing
Post Office Box 18110 '
Jerusalem, Israel 91180 \

Dear Mr. Unger: L

In our meetings last June, we expressed our great concern over

the changes being made to the exterior facades of neuwly finished
buildings by the residents. You advised me that there was no-

thing your Ministry could do under present agreements. .

Please be advised that our Committee has decided to suspend
funding on any future buildings, including blocks 6 and 3 now
out to tender, until agreements can be made to prohibit changes
and enforce the agreements.

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Ronit Dolev, Director General,
Department for Renewal and Development of the Jewish Agency,
advising her of the suspension. This letter outlines restrictions
we require, that I assume and hope your Ministry can provide.

e wish to have these restrictions incorporated in the loan docu-
ments and placed on the land records of the Municipality (if
possible). UWe do not want "side letters" from the residents.
There are also requests of the Municipality that are made, which
are based on our discussions of last June on this matter. The
statements I make in my letter regarding administrative matters
concern the Jewish Agency.

1 sincerely hope that your Ministry can meet our regquests at the .
parliest time so that we may resume contruction. This is the
foremost desire of our Committee. I would appreciate your early
response to this letter.

Very trul

(e
Leon Reiskin, Chairman
Project Renewal



LEON REISKIN, A LA.

B306 PROFESSIONAL HILL DRIVE
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA, 22031 = (703) 560-6444

November 17, 1989

Ronit Dolev, Director General
Department for Renewal and Development
Jewish Agency

Post Office Box #92

Jerusalem, Israel 91920

Dear Ronit:

I tried to call you at home before sending this letter, but was
unable to get you. We were all very pleased to hear of your
advancement to Director General of Project Renewal. It is a
compliment to your abilities, and a benefit to Project Renewal.
We congratulate you and wish you good luck in your work.

Do you have a replacement as yet, can we have your office address
and telephone number, and should we continue to communicate with
you on Shmuel Hanavi? Please let us know about this.

I would now like to refer to my letter of 25 October 1989, which
Joel delivered. 1 discussed the changes to the facades by the
residents, questions on accounting procedures, our requested
actions to remedy the problems, and my decision to suspend our
funding on Buildings 6 and 3 until these matters were resolved.
In my letter I stated that this was solely my decision as
chairman. I have since discussed my position with a number of
my committee members, and those I contacted were Joel Breslau,
Jerome Dick, Phyllis Margolius, Sam Rosenstein and Sol Margolis.
These people all have had great input into Project Renewal, and
include two past Federation presidents and one to be in a feu
years. [ also discussed this with Ted Farber, our executive
vice-president, and Norman Meyer, our Project Renewal director.
All sgreed with my position to suspend funding, including Build-
ings 6 and 3, until the matters are corrected. Therefore, the
following decision is that of the committee and our Federation,
and not solely that of the chairman.

1. We want the Housing Minister to attach deed restrictions on
the apartments which would prohibit any changes to the out-
side Facades of the buildings, and that these restrictions
become a condition for granting the loans and rehabilitating
a building. Rehabilitation work could not begin until all
building residents have executed the restriction agreement
which the Housing Minister is to certify.

2. The Housing Ministry's legal counsel is to advise us of the




i

enforceability of the restrictions. The Housing Ministry is to
agree to take necessary legal action to enforce these provisions
should they be violated in the future.

3. The Municipality of Jerusalem is to provide an agreement with
us to enforce the restrictions and agree not to issue building
permits to change the facades of future buildings built, or for
those already completed. e further request the municipality
take whatever steps possible to have the worst conditions re-
moved, that of the 3-meter by 5-meter balcony on the third floor
of Block 115. The concrete columns supporting this balcony are
on jointly owned land.

4. The Renewal Office in Jerusalem and New York is to clarify our
account regarding:

A. Administrative Costs. We agreed to a 5 percent charge in
the beginning and have been charged up to 10 percent over
the years. /e feel our account should be credited for the
amounts charged over the agreed 5 percent in past years.

B. Sale of Apartments. e assume that Amidar has sold some of
their rental units. If any were sold in which we participa-
ted in the rehabilitation work, it is our opinion that ue
should share in the sales proceeds in a proportionate amount
to our contribution. This would be credited to our account
for fFuture rehabilitation work.

C. Reconciliation of Construction Costs. e were obligated to
percent of costs not to exceed $2,500.00 per unit previ-
ously, and then $4,500.00 per unit for front extensions and
§5,500.00 per unit on rear extensions. We would like to be
advised of the actual costs, which could possibly allouw =
credit to our account.

We are interested in the applicable credits so that we may possibly
have additional funds beyond our original commitment for future
buildings.

We regret the necessity of making these conditions for future fund=-
ing. Clarifications on the accounting matters in Item 4A, B, and C
have been requested for years, but have never been provided. Ue
agreed to help rehabilitate buildings, and the area to make them
attractive for the residents, the neighborhood and the City of
Jerusalem. e were very happy to see what was being dons, and took
pride in being a part of the transformation of the area. As I

have previously stated, we would not be a part to a new slum de-
velopment, which a minority of the residents are creating. It is
our hope that our suspension will wake up the neighborhood to a
potential loss, and will activate the Municipality to their respon-
sibilities in protecting the buildings' appearances. It is our
committee's desire to meet our original funding commitment and go
beyond it if we possibly can. I question if any other American
community has had as personal an envolvement with its twinned




neighborhood as Washington has had. However, we feel the other side ,
should meet its commitment as well. It is deplorable that a small
but growing minority can be allowed to depreciate the neighborhood
for so many others and the City of Jerusalem. Please make our posi-
tion available to the Housing Ministry, Prazot, the Municipality

of Jerusalem, the accounting offices in Jerusalem and New York,

and principly to the residents of Shmuel Hanavi.

e all hope to hear from you on these matters as soon as possible.
We would like to resume our work at Shmuel Hanavi at the earliest datse.

My best regards,

e

e -~

; ...__.-" >? ; /
{ == | c’? r"’ ;
e & cﬁﬁﬂfzfxmhh_
Leon Reigkin, Chairman

Pro ject Renswal

Copies: Teddy Kollek
Amos Unger
Paul Berger
Herschel Blumberg
Joel Breslau
Jerome Dick
Ted Farber
Sol Margolis
Phyllis Margolius
Samuel Rosenstein




LEON REISKIN, A LA.

8306 PROFESSIONAL HILL DRIVE
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA, 22031 = (703) 560-6444

November 1?,-1989

Mayor Teddy Kollek
Municipality of Jerusalem
Municipal Building
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Mayor Kollek:
Last June I wrote you a letter while in Jerusalem expressing our

concern over the changes being made to the exterior facades of
newly finished buildings at Shmuel Hanavi.

I must advise you that our Committee has decided to suspend our
funding of any future buildings until agreements can be made to

prohibit changes and enforce the agreements.

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Ronit Dolev, Director General,
Department for Renewal and Development of the Jewish Agency,
advising her of the suspension. This letter makes requests of
the Municipality of Jerusalem to aid in prohibiting changes on
new buildings and those already finished. Knowing your great
efforts in making a beautiful Jerusalem, I hope you will be able
to provide the help through your various Municipal agencies to
achieve this goal at Shmuel Hanavi.

Also enclosed is a copy of my letter to Amos Unger, Director
General of the Housing Ministry on this matter. Perhaps it might
be possible to meet our requests through arrangements between the
Municipality and the Ministry of Construction and Housing.

We hope for a suitable solution to this matter at the earliest
date so that construction may resume and plans made for further
building rehabilitation. Your staff may find it easier to com-
municate directly with Ronit Dolev, who will contact us.

Very t:;;§ ynurgj::)
i £

=t / - 0

- i
)Z'-h—//?i
Leon Reiskin, Chairman
Project Renewal
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Mr. Amos Ungar

Birector General of the Housing Ministyy
vear i Uncian

Piease be advised that U committee met on Januwary 18th here in
Washington and voted unanimously to release funding for building
§i¥ and Three at Shmuel Hanavi. We will meet all our financial
Commitments for the conatruction.

i Tregret any inconvenlence we caused by ocur temporary suspension
OFf tunds, but we feel that in a way it has served the intended
purpcse. We now have the Co-oparation of the Inspection and
Housing Department of the Municipality of Jerusalem which you
advised me was needed when we met in June 19a39.

There is also now a plan for the future extensions in an orderly
manner, and we have the co-operation of the residents who are now
a part of the whole scheme.

Hopefully you will be able to have the construction start soon.

Many thanks to you for your nelp in making bulldings 6 and 3
possible, and I again apologlze for any problems which mav have
| BT 1

f=on Relekin

W UJA Faderation ol Greatar Washlnglon
5101 Montrose Road « Rookville » Maryland + 208534803 « (301) 230.7200 > FAX 2307272
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" March 27, 1989

Mr. Amos Unger

Director General

Ministry of Construction & Housing
F. 0. Box 18110

Jerusalem Israel 91180

Dear Mr. Unger:

We note, with great pleasure, that Blocks 4, 112, 111 and 114
are rapidly coming to completion. We are also told that
Blocks 3 and 6 have completed the zoning and review process
with the Municipality of Jerusalem; that the planning may be
ready shortly, and put out to tender in the near future. It
has been a wvery productive year - the best we have ever had
for the Housing Ministry, we in Washington, and mainly for the
neighborhood and residents of Shmuel Hanavi. Please accept
our thanks to you and all on your staff for your great help .
in making this progress possible.

Last June, as you may recall, we requested a schedule for
bringing the rehabilitation of Shmuel Hanavi to completion,
and a proposal of what you felt was possible of the Ministry
of Housing to do. We have not bothered you on this matter
because of the changing policital situation in Israel, but

now hope that it has stabilized so that you are able to provide
a formula on this subject. Our committee does not wish to
lose the momentum achieved in the past year, and the interest
and attention of the governing body of our Federation. With
this in mind, I request that you provide us with your thoughts
and possibly a proposal, as well, for the consideration of

our Committee and Board.

In a short time, we will have a large delegation in Jerusalem
for the Agency Assembly when we would be able to discuss the
matter with you and your staff. Amny information you could
provide us prior to the Assembly would be a great help to us..

My best wishes for Pesach, and I hope to hear from you at
the earliest possible time.

Very truly yours,

Leon Reiskin, Chairman
Washington, D.C. Project Renewal
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