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AFRIL 14, 200&
dIS EXCELIFRCY
ARIEL SEARON =

ERIME MINTSTER OF ISRASL
| DEAR MR, PRIME MINISTER,

THARR ¥0U FOR YOUR LETTER SETTING OUT YOUR.
DISENCACEMENT 'PLay, :

THE URITED STATES REMAING HOPEEUL AKD DETERMINED T0
FIND 4 WAY FORWARD TOWARD & ZESOLUTION OF THE
ISRAELT-PALESTINTAN DISPUTE, I REMAIN COMMITTED .TO MY
JUNE 24, 2002 VISION OF TWO STATES LIVING SIDE BY SIDP
1IN PESCE AND SECURITY AS THE FET TO FEACE, AND TO THE
ROADMAP AS THE ROUTE TO GET TEERE,

WE WELCOME THE DISENGACEMENT PLAN YOU FAVE PREPARED,
UMDER WEICH ISBAEL WOULD WITEDRAW CERTAIN MILITARY
IRSTALLATIONS AND ALL SETTLEMENTS FROM GAZA, AND
WITHDRAW

CERTAIN MILITARY INSTALLATIONS AND SETTLEMENTS IN THE
WEST EANE. THESE _

STEPS DESCRIZED IN THE FLAN WILL MARE BEAL PROGRESS
 TOWARD REALIZING MY JUNE 24, 2002 VISION, AND MAKE 4
REAL CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS FEACE. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND
TEAT, TN TEIS CONTEXT, ISRAZL SELTEVES IT IS5 IMPORTANT
TO BRING NEW OPPORTUNITIES TO THE NEGEV AND TOF
GALILEE. WE ARE EOPEFUL THAT STEPS PURSUANT TO THIS
FLAN, CONSISTENT WITH MY VISION, WILL REMIND ALL STaTES
ARD PARTIES OF TEEIR OWE CBLIGATIONS THDER THE =
ROATMAD ’

TEE UNITED STATES APPRECIATES TEE RISES SUCE AN
UNMDERTAKINC FRESENTS. [ THEREFORE WANT TO REASSURE-
T0U oW SEVERAL POTRTS.
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| FIEST, TEE UNITED STATES REMAINS COMMITTED T0 MY VISION
(ARD TO ITS IMFLEMENTATION AS DESCRIBED IN THE ROADMAP.
THE UNITED STATES WILL DO 175 UTMOST TO PREVENT ANT
( ATIEMPT BY ANYONE TO IMPOSE ANY OTHER PLAN. UNDER THE
ROADMAP, PALESTINIANS MUST UMDERTAKE AN IMMEDIATE -
CESSATICY OF ARMED ACTIVITY AND ALL ACTS OF VIOLERCE
(AGAINST ISRAFLIS ANYWEERE, AND ALL OFFICIAL PALESTINLAN
| LRSTITUTTONS MUST ERD INCITEMERT AGAINST ISRAEL. TEE
 PALESTINTAN LEADERSHTP MUST ACT DECISTVELY AGAINST
| | TERROR, INCLUDING SUSTAINED, TARGETED, AND EFFECTIVE : : : -
~ OPERATIONS T0 STOP TERRORISM AND JISMANTLE TERRORIST '
- CAPABILITIES AND INFAASTRUCTURE. PALESTINIANS MUST
'UNDERTAXE A COMPREEENSIVE AND FUNDAMENTAL POLITTCAL
BEFOEM THAT INCLUDES A STRONG PARLTAMENTARY DEMOCIACY
(AND AR EMPOWERED FRIME MINISTER.

(SBCOND, THERE WILL BE MO SECURITY FOR ISRAELIS OR
;PALESTINIANS UNTIL THEY AND ALL STATES, IN TES EEGION- _
ARD BETOND, JOIN TOGETEER TO FICET TERRORISH AND : . .
DISMARTLE TERRORIST ORGANLEATIONS. 'TEE UNTTED STATES -
‘BEITERATES ITS STEADFAST COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL'S
<SECURITY, INCLUDING SECURE, DEFENGLELE BORDERS, AND TO
FEESEEVE AND STRENGTHEN ISRAYL'S CAPABILITY T0 DETER
| AWD DEFEND ITSELF, BY ITSELF, ACAINST ANY THREAT OR
| /FOSSIBLE COMBIMATION OF THREATS.

TEIED, ISRAEL WILL RETAIN ITS RIGHT 10 DEFEND ITSELF
AGATNST TERRORISM, INCLUDING TO TARE ACTIONS ACATHST
TERRORIST ORGANTZATIONS. THE UNITED STATES WILL LZab
EFTORIS, WORKING TOGETEER WITH JOROAN, EGYPT, AMD
OTEERS IN THE INTERNATIOMAL COMMUNITY, TO BUILD THE
'CAPACTTY AND WILL OF PALESTINTAN INSTITUTIONS TO FICET
| TERRORISH, DISMANTLE TERRORIST CRGANIZATIONS, AND
PREVENT THE AREAS FROM WHICE ISRASL HAS WITEDRAWN FROM
- POSING A THREAT THAT WOULD HAVE TO 32 ADDRESSED BY ANT
OTHER MEANS. THE UNITED STATES UNDESSTANDS THEAT AFTER
TSHAE]. WITHDREAWS FROM CAZA AND/OR PARTS OF TEE WEST
BANK, AND FENDIRG AGREEMENTS ON OTEER ARRANGEMENTS,
ERISTING ARBANGEMENTS REGARDING GONTROL OF AIRSBACE,
TEFRITORIAL WATERS, AND LAND PASSACES OF TEE WEST BANK
. AFD GAZA WILL CONTINUE. THE ONITED STATES IS STRONCLY
COMMITTED TO ISRAEL'S SECURITY AND WELL-BEING AS A
. JEWISH STATE. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT AN ACREED, JUST,
JAIR AND REALISTIC FRAMEWCRE POR A SCLUTION TO THE
| PALESTINIAN FEFUGEE ISSUE AS PART OF ANY FINAL STATOS
AGREEMENT WILL NEED TO BE FOUND TEROUCE THE
. ESTABLISEMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE, AND THE SETTLING
‘OF PALESTINLAN REFUGEES THERE, RATEER TEAN T ISRAFL.
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A5 PART OF A FINAL PEACE SETTLEMENT, ISRAZL MUST HAVE
SECURE AND RECCCNIZED BORDERS, WEICE SHOULD EMSRCE FROM
NEGUTIATIONS BETWEEN THE PAATIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
.=+ UNSC RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338. IN LIGHT OF NEW
REALITIES ON THE GROUND, INCLUDIMG. ALBEADY EXTSTING
MAJOR ISRAELI POPULATIONS CENTERS, IT IS UNBEALISTIC T0
EXFECT THAT THE OUTCOME OF FINAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS
WILL BE-A FULL AND COMPLETE RETURN T0 THE ARMISTICE
LINES OF 1949, AND ALL PREVIOUS EFFORTS TO NEGOTTATE &
TWO-STATE SOLUTION EaVE REACHED THE SAME CONCLUSTON.
1T IS REALISITIC TO EXPECT THAT ANY FINAL STATUS -
AGREEMENT WILL OJLY BE ACEIEVED ON THE BASIS OF
MUTUALLY AGRFED CHANGES TEAT REFLECT THESE REALITIES.

1 ENOW THAT, AS YOU STATE IN YOUR LETTER, T0U ARE AWARE
THAT CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES FACE TEE STATE OF ISRAEL,
ABQHG THESE, YOUR GOVEANMMENT EAS STATED THAT THE
SARRIER BEINC ERECTED BY ISRAEL SEOTLD BE A SECURITY
RATHER THAR POLITICAL BARRIER, SHOULD BE TEMFORAKY
SATAER TEAN PERMANENT, AND THEREFORE NOT PREJUDICE ANY
FINAL STATUS ISSUES INCLUDING FINAL SORDERS, ARD 1TS
ROUTE SEOULD TAKE ISTO ACCOOMT, CONSISTENT WITH
SECURLTY BEEDS, ITS IMPACT ON PALESTINIANS NOT ENGAGED
[¥ TERRCRIST ACTIVITIES.

. A8 TOU ENOW, TEE UNITED STATES SUPPORIS THE
ESTABLTSEMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE TEAT IS VIABLE,
CONTICUCUS, SOVEREIGN, ARD TNDEPENDENT, S0 TEAT T==

- PALESTINTAN PEQFLE CAN BOILD THELS OWE FUTURE IN

' ACCORDANCE WITE MY VISION SET FORTM IN JUNE 2002 AND
WITH THE PATH SET FORTE IN THE RUADMAF. THE UNITED
STATES WILL JOIN WITS OTHERS 1N TEE INTERNATICMAL
CREMMNITY TO FOSTER TEE DEVELOFMENT OF DEMOCEATIC
POLITICAL INSITTUTIONS AND FEW LEADERSHLP COMMITTED TO
THOSE INSTITUTTONS, THE RECONSTRUCTION OF CIVIC
INSTITUTIONS, THE CROWIH OF A FREE AND PROSPERODS
ECONOMY, AND THE BULLDING OF CAPANLE SECTRITY
INSTITUTIORS DEDICATED -TO MAINTAINING LAW AMND ORDER AND . =
DISMANTLING TERROBIST ORCANIZATIONS.

A PEACE SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN ISRAELIS ARD
PALESTINIANS WOULD BE A GREAT BOON HOT QNLY TO TEOSE
PEQFLES BUT TO THE PEOPLES OF THE ENTIRE RECION.
ACCORDINGLY, TEX UNITED STATES BELIEVES THAT ALL STATES - -
IN TEE REGION FAVE SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES: TO SUPPORT
TEE BUILDING OF THE TNSTITUTIONS OF 4 PALESTINIAN
STATE; TO FICHT TEBRCRISM, AND CUT OFF ALL FORMS OF
ASSISTANCE TO INDIVIDUALS AND GEOUFS ENCAGED 1IN
TERRORLSH; AND TO BEGTN NOW TO MOVE TOMARD MORE NORMAL
RELATIONS WITE THE STATE OF ISRAZL. THESE ACTIONS
HUETEU BE TRUE CONTRIBUTIONS TC BUILDING PEACE IN TOE
REGION.
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MR, PRIME MINISTER, YOU HAVE DESCRIZED A BOLD AND

HISTORIC INITIATIVE THEAT CaX MAXE AN IMPRTANT

CONTAIBUTION TO PEACE. T COMMEND YOUR EFFORTS ARD  YOUR
- COURAGEQUS DECISION WHICH I SUPPORT. 4S A CLOSE

FRIZND AMD ATLY, THE UNITED STATES.INTENDS TO WORK

ELOSELY WITH YOU TO HELP MAKR IT A SUCCESS,

SINCERELY,
CEORGE W. BUSH
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