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United Israel Appeal of Canada Inc.
JIPN FTTIFIA SNCIWS FTTIUNTT 730

Chairmarr Prof J. Gross Dirpphpr-General Leo W farcus
i R i T ol P el 1 e e

August 31, 1981

Mr, David Levy
Deputy Prims Minister

Minister of Housing
Rechov Hillel 23

Jerusalem

Dear Hr., Lavy)
Ra: Or Yehuda - Project Manager.

New that your department includes all aspects of Project BRenewal;, I am addre-

saing this latter to you in the hope that you will see fit to amsiat the people

in Or Yehuda and the partnership North American communitics that I represent,

with respect to & probles that Is serious and probably unusual. The relevant

facts are as Follows: .

1l.. The Project Managar in Or Yehuda is GIdl Arbel. Some time ago he was
appui‘p:al:l by your department to the posltion of Manager of Physical
Rehabilication under Projact Renewal,

It Ia generally acknowledged that there should be a Project Manapger in
pach neighbourhood who 1s responsible for co-ordinating and managing
hoth the physical and social aspects of Project Renewal. Gidi Arbel In
fact has bean fulfilling this total positionm. Howewer, all effarca to
have his responsgibilities enlarged to officially include the eoelal

agpects of renowul have falled.

The paople in Or Yehuda, including the Hayvor of the city, have confi-

dence in G1dL Arbel and fully gupport him as their Project Manager in .

the complete sense, His performance without guestion warrants this
ponfidence. There Lo excleing progress toking place in Or Yehuda which,
a8 you &re gware, contains some of the most alisnated meighbourhoods

in Israel, and this progreas i to a large extent the product of Gldi
Arbel's initiative, leadership, and in addicion the excellent relacionahip

TSI E-'II'_

Jerusaterm Office: 48 King George Street P OB 7280, Tel 02-639046 NI 7280 T 48 2111 T AT RT3 THRDT
Cabijpg WWANEC, Sevusalem (017210 Telex: 25236 JEVAG IL ‘G700
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&

that he has escablished with the residents of Or Yehuda,

4. Having worked closely with Gidi Arbel since he came to Or Yehuda, I
also have full confidence in him. 1 might mention that he is working

in two neighbourhoods ( Schuna Bet and Schunat Amidar ). The partner-

ship of the diagpora community for Schunat Amidar {s Milwaukee, and its

leadership also expresses confidence in Gidi Arbel.

3. It 1@ evident that tha official enlargement of Gidi Arbel's asuthority
ia baing resisted because he tends to be hostile and abraisive in his
dealings with many of the represeéntatives of the Covernment and the
Jewlgh Agency. [ acknowledge that his reaction to these people often

can be intemperace. At the same time, having chserved the needless

frustrations with which he is frequently confronted, [ can to some

degree sympathize with his Iintemperance.

6. There have been some ptatements made to the effect that hias effactive—
ness a5 Project Mapager may be limited by the fact thst he is emploved
a3 ;h El Al Captain, and further by the allegation that he does not
have qualifications to deal with the soclal rehahilitation, Helther

of thess arguments have any validicy whatsoever.

In view of the fact that Gid{ Arbel is supported by the people of Or Yehuda
and by the partnership diaspora communiries, T would urge that he ba given
Eull suthority to earry out the responsibilities that ke s now carrylng
without Further delay. In fairness to all concerned including GLdi Arbel,
he should mot be expectad to perform a [function for which full official

authority Is belng withald,

He satisfactory reason has besn given to the witholding of his appointment.
Therefore 1f the desire of the people in Or Yehuda is to be rejected, it

would make a mockery of the most fundamental principle invelved in Project
Renowal.
Renewal will be successful only Lf declslions are made by the peopla in the

I ‘am of course referring to the often scated prineiple that Project

distressed neighbourhoods. Surely this matrer involves such a decision.




L might also point out that if our views on this subject are to be completely
ignored as they have been, we can only conclude that the partnership concept

ig not really teken seriocusly by the Govemeent. Surely at this late date
there can be no serious question raised abour Gidi Arbel's competence. Because
of the facts outlined in this lecrer I respectfully urge vou Eo take actisn on

this mattar st the earliest possible date,

I would appreeiate hearing from you soon.

Regpeetfully vours,

Lou Sklar =
Chalrman, Or Yehuda "Bet"
Project Renewal Committee

P.5. For ynE: Information my committee represants approximately 38 Jewigh
communities spread across Ontario, and the Atlantic provinees In Canada,

Wa do nmot Imelude the Torento communi Ly,
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February 22, 1981
BEEOERANDEUN

Tot Minlester of Education and Culture, My. Zevelum Hammer

Fromi: Barnard Hechsteln

In our mesting at your office on February 17, I presentad the
nesd for & "cheshbon hansfesh™ on what you will offer as an sccount-
ing of your achlevements in office when you coms before the Heavenly
Court after 120 yeare. 8ince we are spproaching "Wellah" of your
current term in of fice, I submitted the following points as urgent
reminders of what must still be done:

1) To include the Baslel Teshuva institutions in the same special
clauss providing Education Ministry sepport of Mechon Melr.

2) To help in gaining scceptance of the Joint Cosmittes Filot Pro-
gram Plan. (This bas since been passed, but your interest is still
required in speeding its implementation.)

3) Becognition of Basl Teshuva institutions ss saminaries and have
their tsachars pald by the government.

4) To arrangs for matching funds to be given for scholarships provi-
ded through interest from endowments to thesa inatitutions.

5) To assure that Raligicous Ministry Director General Gedalia Schrei-
bar joners his promise to allocate to Neve Yerushalayim girls the same
sums par student as those given to Besl Teshéva Yeshiver.

6) To press for an early meeting with Finance Minietry Director Gen-
eral Sodan and his committae of four to astablish eriteria which will
snable Hesder and Beal Tashuva institutlons to receive the same gov-
erncent support as universities. (The former now veceive sbout 15%
of their budgets from the Religlous Ministry, while tha universities
gat 701 from the government.) This will eliminate the need for tima
institutions to Schaerr for handouts from all ainistries and Knesset
Members such as Mslamed, inviting attacks from Biased secular Enesset
Mambars.

7) Establish official critsria for Datot the same as Chinuch so that
the gobermment will pay the teachers and eliminate the temptation of
thess institutions to list Kolalniks ss teachers.

B) Ses to it that "Chaled™ (Mifalel Kayitz) receives support for its
religious education of children from secular state elementary schools.




Hamorandum -2= February 22, 1981

9) Assurs that Ohr Somayach's programs of Yemsl Iyen for Tichen stu-
deants receive the sams sort of recognbtion and support as Casher.

10) See te it that the Religious Ministry fulfills its obligationy in
conjunction with the Minlstries of Interlior and Housing, tewards Taha-
rat Aamishpacha.

Thank you for your atisniticon to thess mAETATE.

Bernard Hocheteln

BHitr
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GiHR SOMAYACH INSTITUTIONS
Thes lonaph and Faya
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Februarl 22, 1981

Memnd to Mr. Bernard Hochsteln

Enclosed please find memorandume to Minister of Education and Minister
of Housing, including copies for your records.

The points made in the Hebrew letter to Minister levy are:

1. A request for fulfillment of the promises made to Eish Hatorah regarding
their building in 014 City.

2. A request for 25% government participation in the construction of the
Eish Hatorah Facility and financing for staff housing of 15 apartments.

3. A description of the Givat Shaul construction of Neve Yerushalayim and
a request for 25% government participation and financing for construction
of staff housing for 18 apartments for staff members and 24 rooms for coun-
gallors.

4. A reguest for financing of completing lower-level of present guarters
of Ohr Somayach at a cost of $150,000 to free space which can be converted
to four apartments for staff housing.

5. Aid for staff housing for Ohr Somayach both in Jerusalem and Zichron
Yaacov,

Please allow me to also list for your attention the points which we dig-
cussed at our Erev Shabbat meeting at your home and some other points on
which you might be able to use your influence:

1. Contact Dominitz of Agency re buildings in Jerusalem and Moshe Krohne
of Agency Torah Dept. regarding Machon Greenberg facilities.

2. Push Eitan Raff regarding 3 million loan for Ohr ﬁumayach.@”“{ﬂ“lwq(mﬁj‘;‘

3. Push Arkin and Neubach re”kisuy - giranot" from surpluses in Otzar and
Breilbart in Datot for the same from Datot plus extra matching which is
reported to be available from Datot.

4. Push Apotropos Haklali people for help to ©hr Somayach through Saad
and Datot.

5. Come to Yeshiva to see the area of new constructions, which I showed .
you the plans, so that you can appreciate what can be accomplished if we
get financing for this project.

6. Consider ways of getting Misrad Hasaad funds for Ohr Somayach in the
way you got for Neveh for "vayward girlag®

7. See if there is any way of getting funds for Ohr Somayach through
Enesset Mamber Melamed.

Yours, .
Sl ooty

Mendel Weinbach
M oe
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