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WORLD SEPHARDI ' mIEEIPn NYENen

REPERATION nnEeR MYTMPR Sv

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

September 24, 1976

H.E. Yitzhak Rabin

o
Prime Minister of the State of Israel : 43% Jggﬂ
o

the Office of the Prime Minister

Jerusalem Qﬂ?ﬂf

Your Excellency,

I should like to address myself to you
in regard to the following matter related to the
construction of "Misgav Yerushalayim", Institute of
Study of and Research on the Sephardi and Oriental Jewish
Heritage, established by the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, the Council of Sephardi Community of Jerusalem
and the World Sephardi Federation.

In this connection Mr. Elie Eliachar wrote
to Mr. Haim Tsadock, Minister of Justice, on August lﬁI 1976.
I understand copy of his letter was forwarded to you IoT
your guidance, as I received same as well as the various
Israeli authorities concerned.

In consideration of the contents of said
letter and my personal involvement in the construction of
"Misgav Yerushalayim'", as member of its Board of Governors,
I must say that recent developments as exhibited therein
struck me with surprise. It is amazing that the Society
for the Restauration of the 0ld City of Jerusalem would
take such action prior to any negotiations with the parties
involved whilst a special committee appointed by your
goodself and the Minister of Justice has been dealing with
the matter related to "Misgav Yerushalayim" and the claims
voiced by the Council of Sephardi Communities of Jerusalem.

Knowing your interest and appreciating
your worthy assistance extended to us in every respect,
I am convinced that you cannot but consider such an issue

as highly pernicious.

cont'd...2
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H.E. Yitzhak Rabin, Prime Minister -2 -

Let me seize this opportunity to wish you
and all yours a very Happy New Year and Shana Tova. May
this New Year --under your distinguished leadership--
bring peace, happiness and prosperity to Israel.

Thanking you in advance for your
consideration, I am, Your Excellency, with kind regards,

sincerely yours,

—

Nessim X. Gagﬁ
President ,

T




Jerusalem, November 2, 1976
931-(4-24) Bli-1

Mr. Nessim D, Gaon,
President,

World Sephardl Federation
78, rue cdu Rhine,

1204 Geneva.

LDear NMr. Gaon

Please excuse the delay in my reply to your
letter c-ncerning "Misgav Yerushalayim". [ have
received a letter and pertinent material from Mr. Ellahu
Eilachar and, In view of the substance [ the matter,

[ have instructed that the material be forwarced to the
Minister [ Housing for his attention.

May I take this opportunity of extending to yon
and to your family my slncere good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Yitzhak Rabin

hac, Minister of Housing
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DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION for ISRAEL

To
From

Subject

215 PARK AVEMUE SOUTH
NEW YORK, M. ¥. 10003

MEMORANDUM

. & June 28, 1976
Leo Krown ' e o
Jerusalem N e
-

Melvin 5. Goldstein

Rabbi Zebulum Shoshana
783/3 Glikson |
Kiryat Gat, Israel -

. g

Rabbi Aaron Paperman, the late Dr. Joseph Schwartz'
] brother-in-law, just called me. About tem years ago,
3 he said, he had asked Dr. Schwartz to do something for
the above named so that the man could stay im his flat
ool 6 at Kiryat Gat, and this was done. I imagine Dr, Schwartz
took it up with you at that time.

Rabbi Zebulum Shoshana is the father of a rabbi at Telse
in Ohio. He came from Morocco and is very poor, and the
son in Ohio doesn't have anything either. He was given
an apartment by Amidar and then rent was demanded, but
the rabbi didn't have any money, and Dr. Schwartz - I
suppose through you - arranged for him to be permitted to
stay.

Now, the man is ten years older and a little sicker, and
they have come after him for rent again, and if he took
his whole soeial security, it wouldn't be enough to cover
the rent.

I would appreciate your looking into this and letting me
know what happens.

Best regards.

AP
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GERD RIETHENAUER
FRANKFURT/MAIN-1
FPOSTFACH 4006
WEST GERMANY 2:5.76

Mr,
ABRAHAM OCFFER
Minister of Israsel for Buildings

Jerusalem/TSRAEL

DEAR SIR:

may I convey today my very sincere compliments and congra-
tulations on you and your outstanding fine work as MINISTER
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEI!

I have been following always with particular delight and joy
your life end career in Israel Polities snd was always so very
thrilled about your life and career there in Israel and your
Ministry is really so great and responsible for your country,
end I am sure,Israel people selected with you the best man

for this Ministry of Buildings!Your works and efforts will be
elways closely watched from Germsny where Israel has really

S0 many sympathies with all honest and serious German reople,

Today 1'd like to ask you too a request and am hoping,that you
will be so kindly to oblige:

please have the great kindness and do send me as lasting remem-
brance to your life and career,one photograph of you (with your
personally signed signature on the photo pleage),Please be so
kindly and do me that joy.I'd really like to frame such fine
souvenir photo in my foyer of my house here,

Very cordially greetings to you and your dear people and family

in Isreel,looking really forwards to hear very soon again from you

from Israel,

MY ADDRESS very respectfyjily [you
Mr,
GERD RIETHENAUER
D-6000 FRANKFURT-MAIN=-A
POSTFACH 4006
WEST GERMANY ﬁ%?uj
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Jerusalem, 8 February 1976
To the
Embassy of the Netherlands
Jerusalem
We acknoledge the rEcelpt of the letter of his Excellency . ‘
the Ambassador of Netherlands to this Ministry dated
February 6, concerning the allocation of an apartment for |
Mr. Yaacov Hadida.
We beg to Inform you that an apartment on rental basls has
been accorded by the Ministry of Housing to the petitioner.
The present circumstances for subsidized rental housing in
Jerusalem allow to hppe that an apartment for MR. Hadida will
be available in the not very distant future.

Yours respectfuly, . |

=

Steiner Shmuel

Assistant to the Minister
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ROYAL NETHERLANDS
EMBASSY

11 300 D fﬂ/ p/"”

-

}f‘i /‘b} Y,

| Y_\'<

Dear Sir,

- Referring to an application filed by
Mr. YA'ACOV HADIDA, identity card no. 6815561,
a driver in the service of the Netherlands
Embassy, I would greatly appreciate it if, in
view of the urgency of the case, the approval
of his request regarding the allocation of an
apartment-on a monthly rental-basis and as
near as possible to the location of the Embassy
- could be accelerated.

Thanking in advance for your kind

cooperation in this matter, I remain,

Yours sincerely,

J >

(c.B. \‘Arriﬁn )

|
Ambassador of the Netherlands

‘ pypyy 112708
To the Ministry of Housing, Twn nJw’

Jerusalenmn 10;".19?6

I W-1-T4

Jerusalem,. Febrary 8.

AMBASSADE VAN HET KONINKRIJK DER NEDERLANDEN ,’

1976
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Shalom,

I am most appreciative of the time you spent with me
when I was in Jerusalem. You contributed significant-
ly both to my orientation and to my appreciation for
your area of work and interest.

Ag time goes on, we hope to have writers assigned from
various U.S. magazines and news syndicates to cover
aspects of Jerusalem, I can, with full confidence,
recommend that they be put in touch with you.

Many thanks again for your cooperation, I enclose
an article that appeared recently in the Los Angeles
Times that I thought you might enjoy reading.

All good wishes,

Charlotte Klein

g By T
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"The Delicate Web of Ho e We Live By

LOS ANGELES TIMES
Decemba: 25, 1975

-BY J. BARRIE SHEPHERD |

While hope "never stops at all,” it would
seem to have its own times and occasions,
Within the Christian tradition, this of course
is the season par excellence for hoping.

The symbols, the songs, the biblical texts
appointed in the church lectionaries—all are
filled with a gradually dawning conscious-
ness. "Behold, the days are coming," they cry;
"Prepare the way"; "Light shines in the dark-
nezs"; "Watchmen on the walls, get ready!”

"This biblical and liturgical emphasis on
hope is paralleled for many of us in deeply
rooted personal ways. Just when the year
reaches its lowest ebb, when the calendar ap-
proaches its coldest and darkest hours, our
thoughts turn to the holiday season, and we
begin to plan and ecraft, to compile and con-
coct good times for the gloomy days ahead. It
is the time for hope, that abiding Christian
virtue, :

"Hope springs eternal in the human breast,"
wrote Alexander Pope; the familiar words
"While there's life, there's hope® are variously
attributed to Terrence, Cicero and John Gay.
And as-we scan the record of human action
and reflection, we begin to suspect that these
sayings express a truth—ihat hoping is some-
thing basic to all that we are as human beings.

In "Man Is Not Alone," Abraham Heschel
wrote: "Yet man lives not by needs alone, but
by aspirations for that which he does not
even know how to utter. A person is what he
aspires for." We hope as we live,

‘But there is a paradox about this quality
we call "hope.” For, if we would see it at ils
slrongest, its most intense, then we must look
precizely where there would seem to be abso-
lutely no grounds for hope at all.

We see this trait in the history of our faith.
Izrael in the prison camps of Bahylon,
stripped of every last shred, every possible
vestige of grounds for optimism, heard the
message of Yahweh, through the prophet
Isaiah, in some of the most moving Hebrew
poetry the world has ever heard: Nahaimu,
nahamu ami, yomer Elohechem . . .—"Com-
fort, comfort my people, says your God, speak
tenderly to Jerusalem and cry to her that her
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is par-
dﬂ]'.IE-d.."

The early Christians, torn apart both as in-
dividuals and as a community by the chains
and fires of persecution, with no conceivable
grounds for optimism and every conceivable
reason for despair, heard the words of Jesus,
through Saint Luke: "Now when these things
begin to take place, look up and raise your
heads, because your redemption iz drawing
near” (Luke 21:28),

And this same paradoxical aspect of hope is
beginning to appear in the literature of today
—not 50 much in the literature of the West,
which still clings, for the most w rt, Lo vari-
ous forms of optimism or despair; but rather
in the writings that have been emerging from
the totalitarian societies, where even to put
pen to paper is an act of courage and true hope.,

At the end of Alexande Solzhenitsyn's
novel, "The First Cirele,® Volodin, a young

Hope is the thing with fea:hers
That perches in the soul,

And sings the tune without the words,

. And never stops at all.
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By Patrick Lynch, The Times

Soviet diplomat, finds himself imprisoned in
the bowels of Moscow's dreaded Lubyanka
jail—imprisoned for attempting to save an-
other person's life. There, after a night of
"processing” in which he is systematically de-
prived of all that made up his former identity
—rank, family, respeet, clothing, comfort and
rest, even his name—he is led forth from his
cell for questioning, "his head held high like a
bird drinking water" with everything sud-
denly simplified and totally clarified, ready
for battle, and full of a strange, frrational

J. Barrie Shepherd is pasior of Westminsier
Presbuterian Church in Wooster, Okio. The ar-
ficle first oppeared, in somewhat different
form, in the Christian Century.

hope. Maybe we cannot know hope fully until
we have known despair,

Hut granted all of this—granted that we do
live by our hope, and that if we had no hope
we would have nothing to live for—what do
we hope for? I3 iL not true that most of the
things we hope for most of the time are real-
Iy so pelty as to be nol worth hoping for at all?

What do we hope for? A white Christmas,
a full maithox, promolion or a raise in pay,
good news of any kind, no cavities, a few
moments of peace and quiet with nobody ask-
ing for anything, health for our families, a
new pair of gloves, perfume and a flower or
twao, These. and such as these, are the daily

bread of our hoping—the tiny, fragile threada
and filaments that make up the fa'nrﬁc of our
existence.

The Hebrew word for hope has the root
meaning of "to twist" or "to twine," and is re-
lated to the word kivin for “spiderweb”. So
much of our hoping has a spiderweb quality
to it—a quality of incredible strength out of
weakness, of spectacular beauty from the
tiny, insignificant, even petty strands of our
living. We live in, we live by, & network of
hopes; each one lending strength o the oth-
ers, and all of them somehow supperting us,
leading us into the future.

Yet spiderwebs, though strong for their size
and beautiful beyond belief, are broken every
morning. When fate—or, to be more blunt,
death—brushes past, then the filigree is torn,
and the web falls along with the flow
the field. What then, where then, is t pe
that can carry us into death, and beyond?

I think it cannot be precisely defined, this
hope of curs; it cannet be explained, laid out
in advance. If jt could, then it wouldn't be
hope any longer: It would be plan, goal, re-
ward, or even punishment.

Like these mysterious, bulky packages that
appear around the house just before Christ-
mas, hope has to be unknown, or it wouldn't
be hope any more. And yet, there are a few
things we can say about this hope that “e
are given Lo get by with.

1t has something 1o do with h!lrth—thh ia
for sure. But with an unexpected birth, one
that no one will believe is really true, is the
right one, in the right place, the right time,
the % oper cireumstances.

as something to do with peace—this too
sm:m*: certain, But, once again, not the kind
of peace that we desire or think we hope for.
It will be a peace that will surprise us, shoclk
us, bring us to our knees; a peace that will
demand nothing, except our whaole sel

It has something to do with myst hiz
cannot be doubted. Prophecies, kings and
seers, astrologers, magi and virgins, stars, sta-
bles, shcpherds sheep and angels pmmde the
ingredients, And this mystery, too, is hard for
us to recognize, even to look for in this
eminently practical 20th century of ours. It
will boggle the mind when it comes; it will
blow our rationalistic heads clear through
into eternity.

It has something to do with a baby—we
know this much also. And so we should be
especially attentive in these latter days to
children, seeking to discover in them a sign, a
promise of this hope that we share without
really grasping it.

It has everything to do with God—of this
we can rest assured—the power that gives
life, and takes life from us again, the source
of all the gifts with which we bless and curse |
ourselves alang the way.

Let us, then, hope together on this Christ-
mas, that in His unexpected, peaceful, mys-
terious, childlike coming, God might fill the
empty stockings of our hoping with his over-
flowing joy, His life, His presence in our days
and years forever.

1575, The Chrlgtian Centory Eoundation
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President Giscard d'Estaing's recent pilgrimage to
Auschwitz with Samuel Pisar, the youngest survivor, as his
personal guest, had a profound impact in our country.

To commemorate the moving ceremony which took place
at the site of the infamous death camp, the French Publishing
House of Robert Laffont dedicated a small album in limited .
edition.

Because of the universal significance of this pil-
grimage, and President Ford's visit to Auschwitz soon
after, Mr. Robert Laffont felt that an English version
of the album should also be issued to a few personalities
and friends. Since you are among them (on both counts) I
wanted personally to send you this exceptional document.

Thirty years after Auschwitz, as new clouds of violence
gather on the horizon you will feel, I believe, that these
words should be read by all those inveolved in shaping the
future, and especially by our children who have no memory
of these horrors.

Sincerely vours,

b by 8

Jean-Jacques Servan-Schreiber
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