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Holocaust Remembrance Day
April 24 79,

Mr. 4iv Ofer,
dovet Halkama,
Yamit.

Dear Mr., Ofar:

1 believe there ia a reason, and n time, for every-
thing. T am glad to have had the opportunity to visit YAMIT two
weeks ago instead of in 1976. It is truly a Gen Bden which its
residents and Tarael must WOT give up despite its present tragic
gituation. Often political ang nilitary decisions are made which
c¢clrcumstances later change. Egypt has broken cease-Tire agree—
ménte with us in the past which we have mors or less overlooked
for the sake of peace and President Badat himself has already re-
Eu&at&ﬂ. and recelved several "peace gestures” from Israel. HNow

t 18 our privilege and right to ask President 3ndst for & Tpeace
gesture” apropos YAMIT! I quote him as follows in the paragraph
marked No. 2 of the englosed article in today's Jerusalem Post:
"I consider it very important to push the peace process. With
this momentum, there is no limit to what we can agras.” He fur-
ther states: "Whenever there are personal relations and convic-
tion of a great idea like peane, averything becomes easy." Con-
sequently, HOW, in my considered Jjudgment, is the time to save
{AMIT not only for ita own residents who built it for thHeir fu-
ture, but for its great historic destiny as the internationali-
zed site of STATUE SHALOM commemorating IBRAEL-EGYPT pemce, the
g1ft of the AMERICAN PEOFLE perpetuating the lofty ideals of
their magnificent BTATUE of LIBERTY, the gift of the Pesople of
¥rance. President Badet is certain to recognize the tremendous
historie magnitude of STATUE SHALOM at internationalized YAMIT
whish Egypt and Tarael will share with its dazzling internation-
al moral and cultural value and wnlimited world tourism.

TAMIT officials should immediately form a committee,
ineluding me aa Founder of STATUE SHALOM and several prominent Is-
raslis as well as Americans residing in Israel, to take the neces-
Sary steps to aghiaeve our goal. If necessary, we shall ask Prime
Minister Begin to hold a nationesl referendum for the PEOFLE's ap-
proval to internationalize the TAMIT area to build STATUE SHALOM
commemorating ISRAEL-EGYPTIAN peaace, President Sadat too held a
referendum for his people's approval of the peace treaty.

When, where shall we meat? Time is of tha esgence.
Warmest pood wlshes to you and Mrs. Ofer, also those ;n Ihgit who
g0 kindly helped me, particularly "Ely, Meir and Rabbi Tapirc Ison.
I shall never forget his act of bleas ma.

Shalom,
&

- .
Belle Gerald e Eae ?é’f_
06-19 Hamelech ASA #7 TE. M Gerald)
Mahane Dawvid
Halfa o b~ £ 20 F5
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