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EMEASSY OF THE UMITED STATES COF AMERTCH

TEL-AVIV, ISRLEL

JENIARY 17, 1963

HIS EXCELLENCY
LEVI ESHRIL
DRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL

JERISALEM

CEAR MR. FRIME MINISTER

WITH THE EELE OF MR. GECEGE WIODS, I HAVE FEVIEWED THE PROGRESS OF OJR
JUINT STUDIES ON DESALTIMG. AFTER CAREFUL CCHSIDEFATICM, I 2 HARVE RCCEPTED
ME. WOODG' FEOMENDRTION FOR UNITED STATES PRRTICIERTION IN THE
CORSTRUCTION OF A DESALTING PLANT IN  ISRAEL WHICH WOULD FRODUCE 40
MILLION GALLONS OF DESALTED WRTER PER DAY, I BELIEVE HIS FROPUSAL IS AN
AMMTRARLE BFESOLUTICH OF THE COMPLEX BEOCWCMIC AMD TECHNICAL PROSLEMS WHICH
CUOR TOW CGOWERMMENTS HARVE JOINTLY BEEM STUDYING FOR SEVERAL  YEARS.
NOCCRDINGLY, AS ORE OF MY LAST OFFICIAL ACTS, I HAVE INCLUDED A FEQUEST
PR AUTHCRIZATION OF B MAXIMB OF 540 MILLION FOR THIS FPROJECT IN THE
IEGISLATIVE FROGEAM WHICH T &AM EBECOMMEMDING TO THE OQRNGEESS FOR OOR

FISCAL YEAR 1970,
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I MOIST, COF COORSE, EMPHASIZE THAT MY ACT IS & RECCMMEMOATTON TO 2THE
CORCEESS. BY CUR CCRSTITUTICHAL PROCEDORES, IT CRMNOT AT THIS STAGE EE
CONSICERED & COMMITMENT OF MY GOVERMMENT. THAT CCMMITMENT BEMARTNS PEFOE THE
CURGEESS ML THE KEXT PRESIDENT TO COMSIDERE., HWEVER, I [DID KHOT WANT @ TO
LEAVE OFFICE WITHOUT TELLING YOU FERSOMALLY WHERE I AM LEAVING THIS MATTER

WHICH YO AND I HRVE DISCIUSSED 50 QFTEM.

IMN CLOSIMG THIS, MY LAST OFFICIAL MOTE TO YOO, I WISH TO EXPRESS MY
SATTSERCTICH TN THE CLOSE BELATTONSHIFE WE AMD THOSE WORKING WITH US HAVE
ENJCYED. OOF RSSOCTATION HAS MACE ME REENMLY AMD SYMERTHETTCALLY ANRRE OF

YOO PECELEMS .

I SHALL OONTINUE T FEAY FUR FEACE BETWEEM ISFAEL PND HER MNEIGHBORS. AS
YOU BMNOW, MOTHING HAS OOCUPIED MORE CF MY TIME AND EMERGIES IN CEFFICE THAN
THE FROBIFMS OF PEACE-MAKTNG. GREAT CHASTACLES MUIST BE (VERDOME, GREAT
SNCRIFTCES MUST BE MADE, AND RISES MOST HE TREEM, IF WAR IS TO EE

TRANSEPCRMED IWMTO PERCE.

[ DO WOT DNODERESTIMATE THE DIFFICIILTIES ISRAREL FARCES IN THIS PBESFECT. YET
I LEAVE OFFICE WITH & CEEP CCAWVINCTICHW THAT IF FEARCE IS T3 EE ACHIEVED
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE ARAB STATES, BUTH SIDES MUST BRING A GREATER EFFORT
AMD & GREEATER DARTMNG TO THE TASK. UNLESS STATESMEN ARE WILLING T TAEE
IMRLL RISES TOOAY TO ENPFLORE EVERY POSSIBILITY FOR FERCE, T FERR THEY WILL
BE IHWCUREING FOR THEIR CEILDREN AND GRANDCHITLOREM THE TEERIBLE RISE OF
ENDOEING BOSTILITY WITH THEIR REIGHBCES. ISRAEL ASTONISHED THE WORLD WITH
ITS CAPABILITY IN WIMMNING MILLITARY VICTORY IN JME 1%7. I GSHALL PRAY
THAT YOUR GOVERMMEMT TN THE CREICIAL MOMTHS TMEEDIATLY BHEAD MAY FIND THE

COURAGE TO BE AS DRRING AND AS IMAGIMATIVE IN THE PURSUIT OF FEACE.
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A5 THE PROTOGRAPHS OF OUR FECENT LUMAR FLIGHT WHICH I AM SEMDIMG YOO
SOEGEST, THIS SHRIMEING GLOBE L[S FAPTOLY BEOMING & SINGLE KEIGHECEHOOD.
EVEN THE MOST DISTENT KATIONS MW LIVE CLOSER TO EACH OTHER THBM #VILLAAES
IN A SIMGLE MATICW DID CHLY A FEW CENTURIES AGD. OOONIRIES ARE LEABNING
THAT THEY MUST WORK TOGETHER FOR COPMON ENDG IF ANY ARE TOQ SURVIVE AND
BROSEER TH THE MEW WOELD OF INTERDEPEMDEMNCE WHICH SCTENCE AND  TECHMOLOGY

AFE  HELPTHG TC CREATE.

THE WORLD HAS MROE SCME PROGRESS TO THIS ERD IN PFECENT YEARS. NEW FORMS OF
INTEENATTONAL DOOCFERATICH BRE ENVIDENT IW MANY RBEAS., T BELIEVE THAT THIS
PROGEESS WILL OCME INTO BETWG WHICH IS AS SOLIDLY GROONDED IM OOMMON

INTERFEST AND QOMMTH THSTITUTICNS AS NATICMAL COMMIRTITIES AFE TODAY.

BUT THAT WILL PREQUIRE (QURAGE, FOREBEARANCE, AND FATIENCE. BOTH OUR

COUWTREIES MIST PLAY A PBRT IN THIS GREAT VENDUEE. D[DESFITE MY RETIREMENT

FrROM THE PRESIDEMCY, MY IMTEREST IMN ISRREL'S ROIE AMD MY FRIEMDSHIP FCR

ITS FEOFLE WILL BEMRIN STROWG AND (RMODIMINISHED, AS WILL MY DEDICATLON TO

THE GORLS WHICH BOTH OUR CUUNTRIES SHARE.

SINCEBRELY,

LYNDOH B, JOHMZ0N

.'..t-"'n‘.n'-" LI ATTITATT T ATRTERET OTE

JEAIRAT A3E H"!'ﬂ:‘!:l ur
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CEAR MR. FRESIDENT,

&5 YOO LAY DOWN THE GREAT OFFICE OF PRESIDENT COF THE TUHMITED STRATES OF
AMERICR,; I FEEL MWED TO SEND YOO B MASSAGE OF FRIEWDGHIE, GEATITUDE AND

RESFECT .

DURTHG YOUR BRESIDENCY, YOU WERE CALLED UBON TO MBKE HEAVY CECISIONS
AFFECTING THE PEACE BMD FREEDCM OF MEMKINDG, YOU FACED THIS CHALLENGE WITH
OOURAGE, C0OL JUDGEMENT, AND WITH PARTICULAR SENSITIVITY FOR THE RIGHTS
AND LIBERTIES OF SMALL, NATIONS. AT THE GSAME TIME YOU INITIATED AND
CARRIED THROUGH MASSIVE PROGRAMS OF SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOEMENT [N
YOUR OWN COUNTRY, THERFEY ADVANCING THE INTEREST AND WELFARE OF MULTTTULES
OF PMERICANS AND SERVING AS AN EXAMPLE OF ENLIGHTEMED HUMANE LEADERSHIP TO

FWERMMENTS IN OTHER FREE LANDG.

AS TIME GIES oW AND CONTROVERSY YIELDS TO OBJECTIVE JUDGERENT, THE
FRSSICHS OF THE HOOE WILL HE SEEM IM THE LIGHT OF BALANCEDL HISTORIAN'S

JUDGERMENT . YOUR LERDFRSHTE OF EMERTCR AND OF THE FREE WORLD WILL THEN FIND
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ITS RIGHTEUL FLATE IMN THE AMMWALS OF O0R AGE.

IN ISRREL ¥OUR PRESTOEHCY WILL ATWRYS BE FEMEMHERED FCR THE FRIEMDSHIFP AND
IMNOERESTANDING WHICH ¥ HAVE MENIFESTED FOR THE HIOPES, AND THE PROHLEMS OF
CUR FROFLE. IN JURE 1967 AND O OTHER OCCASIONS SINCE THEN, IT HAS, I
BELIEVE, BEEN YOUR SITRNG SIAND WHICH PREVENTED OUTSIDE FORCES FROM
DIRECTLY INTEFVENING IN THE ARAB-ISRAELD COMEFLICT. SIDE BY SIDE WITH THIS
VITAL COWNTRIBOTION, YOU EAVE CIERELY DEFIMED A JUST RND» LASTIWG PEARCE IH
THE ARERS AS THE CENTRAL INTERNATIONMAL OBJECTINE. THOUEH FEACE IS HNOT YET
WITH U5, IT I5 MY FIFM CONVICTION THAT IT WILL CCME AND WHEN IT DCES, YOO

WILL BE BCENCWMILEDGED IN HISTORY AS AMCHG ITS FIRST ARCHITECTS.

I FEEL THART I SHOULD SAY A SPECIAL WORD OF GREATITUDE O EERALE OF MY
EVERNMENT AND MMSELF FOR THE FACT THAT IN THE CLOSING WEEKS AND DARYS OF
YOUR ACMINLSTRATION YOU EAVE MADE TWO CROCIAL DECTSIONS WHICH #CAN MERN
MICH FOR THE FREVENTION OF WoER, AMD FOR ADWANCEMEMT COF ISRAEL'S BECONOMIC
PROCRESS, I REFER TO THE TECISION O PHRNTCMS AWD TO Y¥OUR FECOEMEMDATICH
T THE COCHGEEESS O THE CONSTREDCTICH OF DESALTING PLANT IN ISBREL, OF WHICH

YOU KINOLY INFORMED ME IN YOUR MOWING BND ELOCENT LETTER OF JRNUARY 17TH.

ME. FPESIDENT:

MY 1 SAY THAT YOU RPE TMSCRIBED FOR ALL TIME O THE TABIETS COF OJR
HETTOM'S MEMORY. OR PECPLE WILL ARIWAYS LOCE OB YOU IN OUR TRADITICHAL

PHEASE AS OWE OF THE RICGHTEOUS MEN OF THE WCELD.

I HCFE TC BE FRIVILEGED TO MAINTATM #AND DEEFEN THE OCONTACT WHICH HAD
TEVELOPED BETWEEN US AND LOOE FOBWARD T MEETING YOO AGRIN PERSCHMALLY IN

THE MEAR FUTUERE.
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WITH CORDIAL WISHES FROM MRS, EAHROL AND MYSELF TO MRS, JOHNSCH, YOOR

FRMILY AMD YOIRSELF,

SIMCERELY YIRS,

LEVI ESHFIL"
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THESE PRINCIPLES ARE REFLECTED TH THE SECIRITY OOMNCIL RESCLUTION WHICH
CRLLS FOR. THE ESTABLISHMENT COF A JUST ARMD LASTING FPEATE BUT DOES HNOT
SPECIEY THAT THE SECURE AND RECOEIIEZED BOUNDRRIES TO WHICH ISRRELT FORCES

WOULD WITHDRAW SHOULD BE FRECISELY THE LIMES HELD FRICR TO JUNE 5. 1367,
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OR G ANY OTHER, DATE.
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THESE FRINCIPLES ARE BEFLECTED TH THE SECURITY OOWMCIL RESCLIOTICN WHICH
CRILS FOR THE ESTAELISHMENT OF A JUST AMD LASTIMG FPERTE BUT DOES  NOT
SPFECIFY THAT THE SECIFE AND FECOEIIZED BOUWDRRIES TO WHICH ISRRELI FORCES
WOULD WITHDERW, SHOULD BE IDENTICAL WITH THE LIMES HELD FRIOR T JUME 5,

1967, OR ON ANY OTHER DATE.
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THE MITED STHTES GAWERMMENT HAS NOTED CERTAIN CONSTREUCTIVE MEW ELEMENTS

IN THE LATEST COMMIMICATIONS FROM THE GOWERMMENT OF THE SCWIET TRITON,
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THE UMITED STATES TAFES MO POSITICN AT THIS TIME W THE CHOICE AMONG
ALTERMATTVE POSSTELE RRERANGEMENTS FUR GUARANTEEING MARITIME EIGHTS IM  THE

STEAIT OF TIRAM.
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"THE FPEMCH GOWVEERMENT CONSIDERS THAT THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST,
FAR FROM EASING AS OESIFED, HAS BEOOME AGGRAVATED TO SIXH AN EXTENT THAT
IT IS WECESSARY THAT THE SECURITY OOUNCTL BE EMABLED TO FRCE P T THE
RESEMSIBILITIES DEVELOFING UBCH IT MCER THE CHARTER. TO THAT EKD, THE
FEENCH GCVERNMENT FROPOSES THAT THE REFPRESENTATIVES OF FRANCE, THE U.5.,

THE USSR AWD J.K. IN THE SECURITY COUONCIL MEET AT THE END OF JaWNUBRY TO
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SEEE IN COMJUCTICN WITH THE SECEETRRY GEMERAL OF THE .M. & MERNS WHERERY
THEIR GCWVERMMENTS COJLD CCHTRIBUTE TC THE ESTABLISHMENT OF & JUST AND
IASTIMG PEACE IN THE MIDOLE EAST SPECIFICALLY BY L[EFINIMG THE TERMS OF
IMFLEFENTATION OF COFNCIL FESOLUTION NO. 242 QF MW, &7, THE FRENCH
GOVERMMENT 15 OF THE QOPINION THAT THE EXCHANGE OF VIEW COULD BEAR W THE

FOLLOWING BOIMNTS.

1. THE FEESENT STATE OF THE IMPLEMEMTATICH CF SECURITY COOMNCIL RESCLUTICH

WO, 242 AND IN PRETTCULAR THE MISSTON ENTRDSTED TO ME. JARRIHNG.

2, STUDY OF THE MEANS FOR FROMOTING AMD GUARRNTEEING IMPLEMENTRTION CF
THAT BESCLUTICH AND ERRTICULARY THE FLAM SEMITTED EBEY THE USSE O THIS

MARTTER.

3. MEASURES TO PREVENT THE SITUATION FROM WORSENING DURING SOCH EXCHANGES
CF VIEWS THE CLOSEST COMTACT WOULD BE MAIMTATMED WITH THE STRTES D[OIRECTLY

COHCEFNED,
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