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Mr Dayan attacked by Cabinet °

colleagues over ‘creeping
annexation’ of the West Bank

From Moshe Brilhant
Tel Aviv, Nov 10

The prermse of Mr Moshe
Dayan, the Israel Defence Mims-
ter that fsrael must rule occu-
pied Joidanian territory hke a
regular Government so long as
there was no prospect of a politi-
cal settlement was sharply
attacked here last mght by other
senior ministers

The criticisms were voiced at
a meeting concerned with the
occupied areas by Mr Yigal
Allon, the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, and Mr Pinhas Sapiwr, the
Finance Mimster The meeting
was adopting guidehines for the
1 abour Party’s platform in next

car's parhamentary elections
Klr Dayan himself will speak at
a later session

Howerer, ie was strongly de
fended last mght by Mr Shimon
Peres, the Minister of Transport,
who said the trangulhty and
Brmpeuty achieved by Mr

nans policies were a source
of pride to Israehs and Jews
evriywhere

The critics opposed the
Defence Mimster’s plans to 1n
tegtate the economes and infra.
structure of Israel and the West
Bank on the ground that options
must be kept open for a terri
torial compromise, Mr Peres
said integration did not close
options any more than inter.
national power or telephone
Iines in Europe effected national
boundaries

Mr Sapir attacked what he’ »

described as the *creeping
annexation ” of the West Bank,
which would mean adding one
nitihon Arabs to the population

He quoted statistics showing
that f Jewish immigration con
tinues at the rate of the past 20

vears, the Arabs, because of ,,ter added

their higher birthrate, will con-

stitute some 43 per cent of the
\ population 1n 25 years’ time “Is
N

£ [ 4

this the Jewish state we bled gon the model u<ed by Zionists
for ?* he asked during their fight agamst the

M1 Peres replhed that the | British mandate 1s %cmg ful
Finance Mimister lacked Ziomist | filled 1n spite of nusgivings by
faith He produced s own | members of the ruling coalition
figures showing how the Jews | A nahal settlement, operated by
had been outnumbered during | soldier farmers, has been set up
various stages in the struggle Jin a mght operation 1 the
for the rewvival of the Jewish | Samaria mountains, near the
State, and observed that by Mr | village of Akraoa
Sapir’s logic they should have| 1t 1s expected to lead to pro-
given up tests from the left wing Mapam

The critics also called for a | Party, which 1s a member of the
curb on the number of Arabs | Government coalition but
brought from the occupied areas | opposes settlement except for
to work 1n Israel Mr Sapir | defence 1n border areas There
noted that there had been par | are strong grounds for suspicion
tial paralysis in the construction { in the choice of the nahal site
industry on November 2, when | and the manner of the opera
ls‘ome ll&)rab workfersh stayed at | nion

ome because of the anmver-
sary of the Balfour Declaration ca{,‘;eﬁulﬂy‘ &’élt;?:aﬁg;m‘x:ﬁ
This emphasized the political } no,5on of Arab crops at Akraba,
danger of allowing Arab labour { yhch 15 10 mules south west of
to domwnate any sector of the| Nablus, the chief town of
ot Samaria Mr Dayan confirmed

The avallab!h? of cheap Arab | that the destruction of 125
labour also had slowed down| acres of crops had been * autho-
the automation of Israel’s indus | rized by the appropriate de-
try, Mr Sapir declared He | fence authorities” He said the
noted that Arabs were employed | decision to spray them with
largely in jobs Jews did not want | chemicals had been wrong,

to do, which created a moral though the crops had been
problem The economy of the [ ]legally planted

occupied areas should be de-
veloped so that the Arabs could The Defence Mumster denied
find employment at home reports that a total of 1,500
All the speakers expressed | 8cres had been sprayed He
pride n the improvement of | 8sscrted that a ban on working
Arab standards of lving since | the land was imposed so that
marauding bands from Jordan

they came under Israel rule, but
Mr Sapir said it would be naive | c0uld be tracked This explana
tion was not accepted, even in

to expect this to improve pros
e p B side the Cabinet

ects for peace
The Army had fenced oft

“The higher the standard of
living and the level of education, | 1,250 acres of Akraba’s land
for a firing range and moved

the shaiper the problems be-
the border three miles east

come Those who believe that
When the villagers noticed that

raising hving standards can com-
the land was not being used by

gensate for national aspirations
ave not learnt well the lessons j the Army, they moved mn to
plant crops

of history ”, the Finance Mims-

Private assurances were given
Eric Marsden writes from | at the time that there were no
Jerusalem . Mr Dayan’s recent ! plans for a Jewish settlement

N

call for the “creation of facts* 'in the area ,
' /
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