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1 Jonuary, 1970

The Honorable Mr, Moshe Dayan
Minister of Defense
The State of Israel
The Knesset
Jerusalem

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you about a matter
which pales in importance compared to the
momentous matters of state which you must
continually deal with; nevertholess, it is
something of extremoly great importance to
the persons involved.

I am connected with the ITRI Yeshiva,
Beit Zefafa, Jerusalom on a day-to-day
basis. This Yoshiva is located soveral
nundred meters from tho Arab settlement of
Beit Zefafa. Not lonz ago it came to my
attention that tho Yeshiva is negotiating
with various governmcntal and private parties
to have numerous Arab families evicted from
their homos in Beit Zefafa, the presumable
intention on the part of the Yeshiva being
to somehow gain title to these dwollings so
as to facilitate its plans for exnansion.
The ostensible grounds for oviction are that
many of the Arabs in the settlemont do not
have legal title to thoir homes under former

- Jordanian law.

Complaints sgainst thesoc vlillagers have
apparently been filed with the Jerusalem |
Police. In addition, a representative of the
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local Armenian Church has been present at
the Yeshiva on at lcast one occasion, since
it is locatod noearby and has some interest
in this mattor. The above information is
common lmowledge among the Yeshiva students,
and I trust is more than mere rumors

In addition, however, there are at
least two students in the Yeshiva who claim
to be witness to opon harassment of some
local Arab families on tho part of a high=-
ranking member of the Yeshiva Administration,
who, they claim, has bargoed into at least one
home in the middle of the night and threatened
the residents if they do not peimit thomselves
to be relocated. Apparcntly many of the
Arabs do have legal title to their homes and
cannot be forced out through legal means.

I bring this matter to your attention
only after much soul=-searching, for I am
thankful and dedicatod to the ITRI Yeshiva
and wish to see it grow and prosper, but not
at the exponsoc of Isracli citizenry, be it
Jewish or Arab., I have written to you mainly
becauso of your well-known sympathy to
Israel's Yeshivot and its Torah Community,
and feared that scnding such a complaint to
Jerusalem officials of dubious sympathy to
the Yeshivot could result in more harm than
good.

I trust that you will find it possible
to have this matter better investigated and
that, should the implications of this affair
be true, the Administration of the Yeshiva
might be warned to ccase the$2 activities.

Permit me to‘give you my best wishes

and fullest suppoﬂt of your efforts on be-

half of the State.

.
| Sincerely,
A Concermed Citizen

i
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