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.mew; it appears to have begun shortly after the visit of President Sadat to

Jerusalem and the intention had been to put it into effect before the return
of Sinal to Egypt.

A number of factors delayed the implementation of the plot including fears
on the part of some concerning the international consequences of such an act.
The strengthening of the Israeli guard at the entrance to the Haram following
the attack carried out by Alan Goodman on 13 April 1982 made it more difficult
to execute, and there were apprehensions among the conspirators at having to
shoot at Israeli soldiers. Moreover, rumours of possible attacks had led the
Israeli Government to strengthen the guard arcund the Haram still further.

The government takes an extremely serious view of this matter. All those
involved have been arrested. Two of the conspirators, who pleaded guilty,
have already been sentenced - one to ten years' imprisonment, the other to
sixty months. The trial of those who have not pleaded guilty will begin next
September.

4. The excavations

4.1- The tunnel dug, under the auspices of the Religious Affairs authorities,
beneath the Arab properties along the western wall of the Haram al-Sharif is
inn the same state as on my previous visit in November 1983, except for the

“fact that consolidation work using reinforced concrete has been carried out

along three-guarters of the section dug during 1982 and 1383. This work has
been supervised by the engineer N. Kidron and appears to have been solidly
carried out in accordance with correct engineering procedures. It will pro-
bably be completed in two months' time. The tunnel's present length, from the
arcade under the Al-Madrasa ﬁl—TankEziyya: is, according to Mr N. Kidron,

305 metres.

2 new and very important element in this situation is the decision taken

y by the Prime Minister and the Minister of Religious Affairs to halt all work

in the tunnel, except that reguired for consolidaticn and maintenance purposes.
Following my last visit to the site, the Director-General of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs had ordered a halt to the work. That crder was confirmed by
the Ministerial decicion reported in the journal 'Haaretz' of 22 April 10884,
The decision was taken following energetic representations by Mr T. Kollek,
Mayor of the City, to the authorities concerned after serious damage had been
detected in the Al-Madrasa Al-Manjakiyya, the headguarters of the Islamic
Council of Jerusalem, which is situated above & section of the tunnel dug in
1983, .

AS was to be expected, the digging of the new section of the tunnel has
caused movements in the mass of rubble and filling material extending to a
height of some nine metres above the Roman scil level followed by the excava-
tion. The same phenomencon had already occurred following the digging of the
first part of the tunnel, which is at the root of the settlement and cracks
to be found in a number of buildings constructed above, some of which form part
of the fundamental Islamic heritace of Jerusalem. Of these, the Rl-Madrasa
Al-Javhariyya and the Al-Kurd Hospice were the subject of comments in most of
my reports in the period 1971 to 1276, I pointed out last November that move-
ment was taking place in the Al-Madrasa Al-Manjakiyya, among other places in the
great stzircase and in certain walls and vaults. Sinee then, some of the cracks
have worsened. More serious still is the collapse last April of part of the
staircase; some of the steps have fallen into a hollow created by the movement



,:}ke:;aiﬁfhe'ﬁnil-ahove the tunnel. The Al-Madrasa Al-Manjakiyya is situated above a'
~ widened section of the tunnel which at that point incorporates some high @
- cisterns whose vaulting was considerably weakened and therefore constitutes

‘the tunnel was dug remained constant, the result is that at certain points
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a fragile infrastructure for the building above it. Since the level at which

the earth has been excavated well below the walls of cisterns. These there-
fore rest on banked-up rubble which, though well compacted, is cut off verti-
cally in the plane of the walls., I noted this very dangerous situation in
November 1983 and at that time issued a serious warning about it. Since then
everything has been consclidated by a reinforced concrete sheathing. 1In my
opinion, the structure of the tunnel is now solid and there is no danger of
the building above it collapsing. However, it is very probable that slight
movements will continue to cause cracks in the edifice for some time to

come, probably for several years. The case of the Al-Madrasa pl-Jawhariyya,
to which I shall return later, is a good example of such a process.

The staircase has been repaired according to correct engineering pro-
cedures and the entire building is under observation. Proposals fer con- .
solidation have already been made by Mr Kidron: they are completely inadequate
frem the structural point of view. In addition, they take no account of the
fact that the Madrasa is a historical monument and that any work done should
follow the rules prescribed for such edifices. But, from the point of view ;
of stability and security, there appears to be no urgency. It is preferable .
to wait until the preobable movement of the subsoil has stopped. In the
interim, it would be advisable to carry out a complete expert survey of .the
building, and, depending on the results of such a survey possibly some tempo-
rary works. Given the importance of the building both 25 a monument and
because of its symbolic significance (2= the headquarters of the Islamic
Council), I think it desirable that the survey should be carried out by a
specialist engineer acceptable to both parties — the Wagf and the Ministry of
Religious Affairs, which is responsible for the damage. In view of the tense
atmosphere between the parties concerned, it is unlikely that an Israeli
engineer would be acceptable to the Arab side. The choice of a foreign
specialist would therefore seem to be the best solution, His report, describing
the state of the building in detail, would serve as a reference document for
the future; it should also contain whatever suggestions were necessary to
ensure the stability of the building in the short term. ; .

The idea of a survey seems to have been accepted on both the Israeli and
the Wagf sides. The Israeli authorities favour the appointment of an engineer
from the Technical University of paifa. For the reasons given above, it is
desirable that they should accept without delay the appointment of a foreign
engineer, prgferahly an English speaker.

No precise chart of the tunnel, ether than a partial surface map, Seems
to exist at present. This map does not show the lecation of the buildings above.
Several requests have been made for a series of vertical cross-sections of the
tunnel and the buildings above to be drawn. Such cross-sections would make for
a better understanding of the processes taking place in certain buildings and
would make it possible to identify in advance danger zones where Precautionary
measures should be taken. It is strongly recommended that such cross-sections
be drawn up as soon as possible.

It has also been fregquently suggested that those in charge of the tunnel
should invite the Wagf engineers, Messrs A, Husseini and I. Awad, to
inspect the tunnel and the substructure at the foot of the southern wall of the
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Haram at least once a year in their company. Such an inspection would help

4o clarify the situation and would ease the +tensions surrcounding the guestion

©of the tunnel and possible extensions under the Haram. When I spoke about this

" question with Minister Y. Burg on 6 April 1983, I believed that the principle
of such an inspection had been accepted. However, it has not been authorized at
the time of writing.

It is regrettable that the tunnelling, which constitutes an excavation in
the deep subscil of Jerusalem, has not been'monitored by an experienced archaeo-
logist. While not directing the work, which is in principle regrettable and can
©nly be condemned, he could have been responsible for recording in scholarly
fashion the archaeclogical information yielded by the subsoil. MNow that the
archaeclogical remains exposed by the digging have been covered for ever by
concrete reinforcements, whole pages of the ancient history of Jerusalen may .
be lost for all time. .

4.2 The work on the Ophel hill is practically complete. It consisted not 50
duch of fresh excavations as of the cleaning. consclidation and presentation
to good effect of the remains of the first Jerusalem wall brought to light by
Kathleen Kenyon in 1961-1967. The area excavated by her has been slightly
enlarged, mainly on the land acguired during the British mandate by the
Rothschild family. Professor Y. Shilo, who directed the work, confirmed to me
—~-that no fresh excavation is planned on this site. According to him the whole
operation, including removal of the unstable, rubble, is coming to a close.

A system for meonitoring the stability of the most critical area has been
set up. Several clinometers have been installed on the slopes of the hill,
which will make it possible in future to keep a check on any movements of old
excavation rubble left in situ and to take action where necessary.

4.3 The second-century Roman remains at the Damascus Gate have been entirely
uncovered. They can be reached beneath a concrete apron on which are laid the

‘tiles of the small square within the walls behind the gate. New shops have .
been constructed and others renovated in this busy Arab commercial area. The
Damascus Gate excavaticns were begun during the British mandate. The interiors

of the flanking towers, one of which contains an Umayyad oil mill, have been

cleared out cover the last five years and the work is complete.

4.4 At the present time, it is to be noted that all the excavations have been
halted inside and in the vieinity of the 614 city of Jerusalem, Except for the
tunnel near the Haram al-Sharif, where work resumsed two years age after an
interruption of nearly ten years, no notable excavation has been carried out
since 1979. Since then, only occasional soundings connected with infrastructure
or safety werk have been made in the city.

For the first time, a governmental decisicn to halt excavations has been
taken. It has the digging of the 'tunnel' in view. Furthermore, no other
*. extavations: are anfiounted £o¥ 6ther wites. * What iy new is' the statement that ™"
no further excavations will be carried cut on the Ophel site, where it was
previocusly feared that a vast plan was going to be carried out in additien to
the clearance work necessary for safety reascns.

B The work on providing amenities and public areas is continuing in the old
city but is proceeding more slowly than before. It chiefly comprises:
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5.1 The renewal of sewers and pavings. gince November 1983 the work has been
mainly taking place in the Christian quarters of the city, between the Holy

Sepulchre and the Damascus Gate. °As in every other part of the city, the new
paving consists of slabs of natural Jerusalem stone. In several places, parts
of the Roman paving discovered when the sewers were being renewed have been

brought up to the present street level. Throughout the Armenian and Christian

quarters, the television aerials have been removed and replaced by a cable
distribution system. L

5.2 The establishment of the green belt around the Wall of Suleyman the
Magnificent is being completed. Work has been under way since 1968 and has
consisted mainly of clearing rubble, uncovering the wall to its original
height and, possibly, the rock on which it rests, planting trees and shrubs
and, in the southern part where the wall runs through the City of Herod which
extended well beyond the present 1limits, carrying out excavations described in
many previous reports. all these egcavaticns were halted several years ago
except for a recent sounding between the Damascus Gate and Herod's Gate, why
fragments of the glacis which protected the city wall in Crusader times have

been brought to light.

6. Birkat Israel. Public works on this site, which covers the location of one
of the largest open-air water cisterns of the ancient city, is at present a
cause of tension between the municipality and the Wagf. The cistern was filled
in at the beginning of the century and its site is now cccupied by a car-park
and by temporary UNEWA huts. The whole area locks extremely shabby. The Wagf,
which is the owner of this site, and the municipality are in agreement over the
need to do something about it since the site is in the neighbourhood of the
Lion Gate used by millions of Muslim and Christian pilgrims. Talks are under
way between the two parties on a project to satisfy both. As the Wagf leaders

see it, it is important that property and tenure rights should in no way be

called in guestion. They therefore consider that the plan approved by both
parties must be carried out by them and at their expense. They also consider,
rightly, that this work should show the inspiration of islamic art.

7 The Al-Madrasa Al-Jawhariyva has been regularly examined by me gince 1971.
It will be remembered that the building, which dates from the fourteenth
century, stands over the oldest section of the tunnel and its stability has
Lbeen seriously impaired in recent ysars. The ground appeared to be stabilized
but in the past few months, new movements have been observed which have caused
the subsidence of a number of stone courses at the base of the wall supporting
the covered passageway to Ribat ¥urt. The recent ground movement caused by
the digging of the tunnel, nearly ten years after the placing of permanent
supports, shows how dangerous this t¥ype of work is, even when carried out with
care, and how long the ctabilization peried can be after ground has been dis-
turbed by excavations. This leads one to be cautious in assessing the extent

of the damage caused to buildings.

The Al-Madrasa Al-Jawhariyya wasgiventempﬂrarystrengthening51fewyearsequ
The workwas carriedout uysing a very crude technigue, which although it &id indeed
stabilize the buildind, also led to extensive damage to the interior, chiefly
in the upper rooms where the walls were reinforced with substantial concrete
slabs to which the masonry outside was tied. Things cannot stay as they are,
because this can in no way be described as the full and scientific restoration
of the building that those responsible for the damage agreed to undertake.

When the mayor of the city was informed of this, he decided to open talks with
so that the restoration can ke

the Wagf and the Ministry of Religious Affairs
undertaken without delay, by acknowledged specialists in co-operation with the

architects of the Wagf.
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8. The Citadel is one of the chief monuments of Jerusalem. It-énmbriﬂes
elements of widely varying date, extending from the Hasmonean era to the
Ottoman era. Major excavations have been carried out at various periods within
the great central courtyard. The most recent were carried out in 1968-196%
under the direction of A. Amiran and A. Eytan. They brought to light many
substructures, freguently of great interest from the point of view of the
history of the site and the city. These remains have not been covered over
but have been strengthened and partially restored. They give an appearance
of clutter and seriously detract from the monumental form and indeed from
the architectural comprehensibility of the Citadel. The present arrangement
is thus scarcely advantageous to the building. It would be desirable for a
scheme more consonant with the site to be studied and put into effect. This
might be provided by a concrete platform coinciding with the original soil
levels at the time of the construction of the Citadel and covering the most
interesting parts of the excavations, which would still be alcessible to
specialists. An outline in natural materials of different colours, set into
the paving of the courtyard, would give visitors to the mﬂnUment an idea of
its archaeological history.

9. Work on the Haram al-sSharif

9.1 Restoration work on the Al-Agsa Mosgque is continuing. The restoration
.of the cupola has been completed and is of very high quality. The mosaics on
the great arcades and pendentives need to be consolidated and restored. It is
very much hoped that the help of an expert on the restoration of ancient
mosaics will be available before the work is undertaken. Expert advice is
also reguired for the covering of the exterior of the dome with lead plates.
These have been reconstituted to the original measuresments, using old lead.
There is, however, no worker specialized in laying this type of covering
available on site to teach local workers the technigques involved.

9.2 The restoration of the Dome of the Chain is being studied. The twelfth-
century ceramic tiles have been carefully removed.

9.3 The restoration of the Golden Gate is nearing completien. The building
has been cleaned and repointed with lime grouting. The work has been carried
out in compliance with normal standards. It is perhaps regrettable, however,
that the ancient flagstone paving should have been repointed with dark grey
cement. From the technical standpoint, this is no doubt a good idea since
cement mortar is more resistant, but the result is aesthetically unpleasing.

9.4 T revisited the Stables of Solomon, which are one of the most remarkable
sites in the Haram zl-Sharif. The derelict state of the huge underground
vaults is distressing. They have been taken over by the pigeons, which are
the cause of damage resulting not enly from soiling by a thick layer of drop-
pingsbut alsc from the action of harmful salts deriving from those excrements,
which may eventually endanger the stones of the building.

10. Tha Department of Islamic Antigquities of the Wagf is pursuing the task
of drawing up & systematic inventory of the Islamic monuments of the 0ld City.
This inventory includes very exact, large-scale architectural drawings of the
mest outstanding buildings. Several dozen monuments have been most carefully
surveyed in this way.

1l. Cleaning, consolidation and conservation work has just been started at
the Al-Madrasa Al-Kilaniyva, one of the most important Mameluke monuments of

g,



the lower city. The programme of work as outlined to me by Mr Natsheh, is
indicative of well-advised caution, in the absence of the specialized work-force
required to embark on proper restoration work on a monument of this nature.

12. Considerable efforts have been made in recent months by Mr K. Salameh,

the Director of the Al-Agsa Library. A great many manuscripts have been micro-
filmed and two catalogues published. There can be no doubt, however, that the
situation remains critical as regards the state of conservation of many manu-
scripts suffering damage from mould and insects. According to Mr Salameh, the
situation is egually disquieting in other depositories in the city. No equip-
ment or specialized staff are available locally to give the works the necessary
treatment. Urgent measures are required if basic sodrce material concerning
the history of Jerusalem is to be saved. In that connection, it might perhaps
be desirable to consider the possibility of bringing all the Arab manuscripts
of Jerusalem together centrally in one of the buildings of the Haram, which
should be eguipped for the treatment and conservation of books. Given the
humid conditions in all the ancient buildings on the site, the eguipment
required would certainly need to include an adequate air-conditioning plant.
The purchase of equipment for treating the books and the training of specialigzed
staff are both matters of great urgency. A report on the question was drawn
up in April 1983 by Mr G. Brannahl, President of the Interfiaticnal Association
of Archives, Library and Graphic Art Restorers.

13. A Museum of Palestinian Folk Arts and Folklore was established in 1979

in the Islami¢ Cultural Centre in Jerusalem. It is being most devotedly
managed by Mrs Z Husseini. Many traditional costumes and everyday objects or
things used in crafts which have disappeared or are disappearing have been
assembled there. The museum has no proper basic eguipment and is short of
specialized staff more particularly for the conservation and restoration of
fabrics. The curator's task is made very difficult by the fact that the
museum has no independent financial resources. There can, however, be no doubt
that the establishment of this museum was timely, since the very radical
changes that are at present taking place in the Arab society of Jerusalem seem
likely te result, wvery shortly, in the disappearance of many customs,; particu-
larly as regards traditional costumes and domestic eguipment. It is important
for the history of Arab culture in Jerusalem that evidence of these should be
preserved.

Professor R.M. LEMAIRE
4 hugust 1984

IV. AFFLICATION OF THE CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY IN THE
EVENT OF ARMED CONFLICT (THE HAGUE, 14 MAY 1954)

10. At its 1l4th session, the Executive Board was informed, firstly, that Pro-
fessor H.R. Sennhauser (of Swiss nationality) had agreed to carry out the
functions of Commissioner-General for Cultural Property accredited to the Govern-
ment of Israel and, secondly, that the steps taken with a view to the appointment
of a Commissioner-General for Cultural Property to be accredited to the Governments
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, lLebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic had had to
be started afresh, since Professor €. Brandi (of Italian nationality) had been
unable to accept the appointment. As sconas these steps have been successfully
completed, the Director-General will make the necessary arrangements to enable the
Commissicners—-General teo discharge their task at the earliest possible date.

A o mmE————
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AYMOND M. LEMAIRE

FRAOFEBSEUR A L'UNIVEREITE Le & mal 1985

DE LOUVAIN

RL/MG/B3

A S.E. Monsieur Meir SHAMIR
Ministre Plénipontentiaire
pélégué Permanent d'Israél aupres
de 1'UNESCO

Place de Fontenoy

F 75700 FARIS

Cher Monsieur le Délégué Permanent,

J'ai bien regcu votre lettre du 28 avril 1985 m'annongant gue le
Professeur Jacob Gluck, de 1'Institut de Technologie de Haifa,
a été désigné comme expert pour établir les causes de la désta-
bilisation de la Madrassa Mandjakyie.

Je ne voudrais certainement pas metire en doute ni la compétence

ni la rigueur scientifigue avec lesguelles le Professeur Gluck
examinera cette gquestion. Toutefols, je crains gue la désignation
d'un expert israélien, aussi compétent soit-il, puisse apparaitre
aux authorités du Wagf, propriétaire du batimsnt, comme susceptible
de ne pas aveir,dans leur vision du problémes, 1'ouverture neéces-
saire pour assurer la crédibilité totale dans jes conclusions de
1'expertise,.

11 est de tradition, lorsgque deux parties sont en conflit sur un .
probléme qui leur est commun, gue 1'on désigne pour examiner celui-
ci une persorne de haute compdtence n'ayant d'attaches avec aucune
des parties et dont par le fait meme 1'indépendance d'appréciation
et de jugement ne puissent &tre mis en cause. clegt la raison pourl
laguelle j'avais vivement conseillé gue 1'on désigne pour 1'exper-
tise en pause un expert étranger & la région et dont la réputation
tant scientifigue gque morale est inattaguakble. J'avais fait valoir
cet argument tant auprés de M. pen-Dov gque M. T. Xollek.

Je ne vous cache pas gue je reste convaincu de sa pertinence. Je
ne suis pas sir, en effet, gue la désignation du professeur Gluck
dont, je lo repéte, jo ne mets pss 1a perscnnalité enm cause, nhe
contribuera pas & diminuer la tention regrettable gqui régne
aujourd'bui autour des problémes créés par rle tunnel”.

Je vous prie de croire, Cher Monsieur le Délégue Permanent, a
jdération.

1'expression de ma tres haute consi
(/QéAgpdiﬂA

BERTELSHTIDE 2064 LOONBECK - HULDENBERD I
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Hundrad-and-twenty-first Session

121 EX/11
PARIS, 15 April 1985
Original: French/English

Ttem S.4.1 of the provisional agenda

JERUSALEM AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 22 C/RESOLUTION 11.8

SUMMARY

In resolution 11.8 adopted at its twenty-second session, the
Gereral Conference requested the Director-General to keep the
Executive Board informed of developments in the situation
regarding cultural property in Jerusalem. After examining the
information which the Director-General submitted to ths Execu-
tive Board at its 120th session, the Board invited the Director-
General in 120 EX/Decision 5.3.1 'to take whatever steps he
deems necessary to obtain the additional detailed information
required, and to report to the 121st session of the Executive
Board'. In this document the Director-General submits to the
Emmﬂmﬂmﬂarqwtwtﬁammnmhutﬂmtﬂﬂﬁ
effect to the above-mentioned decision.
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At'the 120th session of the Executive Board, the Director-General informed the

Board of the action taken to give effect to 22 C/Resolution 11.8 of the Genersl
Conference and also of the communications which he had received on the safeguarding
of the cultural heritage of Jerusalem (document 120 EX/14).

2+

=

After examining this document, the Executive Board adopted 120 EX/Dacision 5.3.1,

the text of which is annexed hereto and includes the following three paragraphs:

II.

3.

'Considering it necessary, after examination of the above-mentioned report and
in the light of the relevant discussicns, to provide additicnal detailed
information, in particular on the following:
- | the effects of the digging of a tunnel along the western wall of Haram

| al-Sharif; the experts' study on the fabric of the,Al-Madrasa Al-Manjakiyya,
Considering also thatthe Israeli occupation authorities have not yet replied to the
letter of the Director-General dated 27 July 1984,

Invites the Director-General to take whatever steps he deems necessary to
obtain the additional detailed information required, and to report to the }.2_’:.
session of the Executive Board.'

COMMUNICATION RECEIVED EY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL CONCERNING JERUSALEM

The Permanent Delegate of Israel sent the Director-General a letter dated

22 February 1985, which is reproduced below:

4.

'"Paris, 22 February 19B5

Sir,;

May I refer to my letter dated 2 May 1984 concerning an attempt to
invade the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.

Two of the defendants are hospitalizedfor medical care and against
the third an action is brought in a court of law,

Thus the matter is still 'subjudice' until the court's verdict is .
pronounced.

Accept Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Meir SHAMIR
Minister plenipotentiary
Permanent Delegate of Tszael'

The Permanent Delegate of Israel's communication of 2 May 1984, referred to in

the above, was brought to the notice of the Executive Board at its 120th sessicn
(cf. document 120 EX/14, paragraph 6).
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III. MISSION OF THE PERSONMAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL T

55 In pursuance of 22 C/Resclution 11.8 of the General Conference and

120 EX/Decision 5.3.1 of the Executive Board, the Director-General instructed his
personal representative, Mr Raymond Lemaire, Professor at the University of Louvain,
to visit Jerusalem from 5 to 9 March 1985. Following his mission, which was carried
out after consultation with the Government of Israel, Professor Lemaire delivered
to the Director-General his report, which is reproduced in full below:

l. Date of the mission - 5 to 9 March 1985.

2. Purpose - to examine the cultural heritage of Jerusalem, particularly in
connection with the problems mentioned in my general report submitted to
the 120th session of the Executive Board or raised during the discussion
of item 5.3.1 of its agenda.

3. Persons met:
3.1 Israeli:

¢
Mr T. Kollek, Mayor of Jerusalem; .

Mr P. Elian, Deputy Director-General of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs;

Mr D. Ben Dov, Director of the Human Rights Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

Mr I. Gerberg, Mr Ben Dov's Deputy Director;
Mrs Y. Vered, Adviser for Jerusalem to the Minister of Foreign Affairs;

Mr A, Eytan, Director of the Department of Antiquities of the Ministry
of Culture;

Mr A. Byran, Honorary Director of the Department of Antiguities,
Member of the National Commission for Unesco;

MrA. Avigad, Professor at the Hebrew University;

MrD. Bahat, Conservator of the Monumental Heritage of Jerusalem,
Department of Antiquities;

Mr Y. Yaacovy, Chairman of East JerTsalem Development Ltd; (.)
MrN. Kidrop, Engineering Adviser to the Ministry of Religious Affairs;

Mrs R. Sivan, Curator of the Museum of the Citadel, Jerusalem; |
| |

Mr P. Bugod, architect;
Fees) Mr N. Melzer, architect,
3.2 Arab:
Mr¥. Awad, Resident Architect of the al-Agsa Mosgque and Haram al-Sharif
Restoration Committee;
MrY. Natshe, Director of the Department of Islamic Archaeology;

Mr H. Ahmad Abdallah, Director of the Archives of the Higher Islamic
Council and Wage Administration of Jerusalem;

Mr F. Hazine, Director of the Wagf, and MrA. Husseini were absent
from Jerusalem at the time of my visit.
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4.| The excavations =

To my knowledge and on the basis of a detailed inspection of the city, no new
site for excavation has been opened since my visit in July 1984. Furthermore, none
of the sites previously excavated shows any signs of recent activity. It therefore
appears that all excavations have been halted in Jerusalem at present. Moreover,
during my conversations with officials of the Department of Antiquities, no mention
was made of any new project of this sort.

It should be noted: A s

(1) That a project is currently being prepared by the architect, Nachum Malzer,
for the permanent consolidation and presentation to good effect of the remains of
the wall on the east slope of the Ophel hill (City of David). The project covers thas
remains unearthed during work carried out on the site over atmost a century,
particularly by Kathleen Kennyon (1967-1968) and Y. Shilo (1978-1983). The walls and
pitching built over the last few years to consolidate the gide of the hill will be
planted over in the course of the works, According to the archaeologists in charge,
the project marks the end of all archaeological activities on this site.

(2) The work at the Damascus Gate to uncover Roman remains has been completed. .
There are no excavations in progress. The remains of the Roman Gate have been con-
solidated. A site museum of great importance for the town of Aelia Capitolina, which
was rebuilt by the Emperor Hadrian after the destruction of the City of Herod in
the year 70, has been established in the basement of the structure and under the
public square within the walls immediately behind the Gate.

(3) The part of the site opened by Professor Mazar in his day to the south and
west of the Haram al-Sharif and located inside the wall is at present suffering from
an cbvious lack of maintenance. The uncovered remains, which date from the earliest
pericd of the city's history down to the Umayyad period, are certainly not endangered,
but the site is definitely in need of cleaning and maintenance. On the other hand, the
part of the same site located cutside of the wall, which includes mainly Roman,
Byzantine and Umayyad remaing, is well maintained and can be visited. There is no
need to discuss here the unfortunate hypothetical reconstruction work carried out
on the site three years ago, which is highly debatable in aesthetic terms. It has
been dealt with at length in previous reports.

The attention of the responsible authorities has been drawn to the possible .
consequences of the present situation. It is their intention to take prompt
corrective action. It has been confirmed that no new excavations are planned in
this sector, nor any extension to other sites adjoining the Haram al-Sharif.

5. The tunnel

The tunnel which has been dug under the buildings of the Arab quarter along
the Western wall of the Haram al-Sharif has not been carried any further; its length |
is the same as it was in July 1984. As is known, the tunnelling was halted in
April 1984 by a decision of the Prime Minister of Israel, mainly as a result of
sericus problems of stability at al-Madrasa al-Manjakiyya, the Headguarters of | 1
the city's Islamic Council (cf. my reports of 6 May 1983, 19 October 1983, and
4 August 1984).
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The consclidation of the tunnel has been completed, with the Ex&eption of
two small sections which will be completed shortly. Major consolidation work using
reinforced concrete has been carried out under al-Madrasa al-Manjakiyya, where
large ancient cisterns are located.

This work ought to emsure the overall stability of the buildings standing over
this part of the tunnel, but as the excavations have disturbed the rubble on which
these buildings rest, they could undergo smaller movements in the future. L@n expert
on stablility acceptable to the two parties has not yet been appointed in accordance
with the wish expressed by the Executive Board in October 1984 in decision 5.3.1
(120 EX/14). I have drawn the attention of the Israeli authorities to this fact
and suggested the names of some experts of international reputation.

Furthermors, the Wagf architects have not yet received the plans and cross-
sections of the tunnel; nor have they been invited to wisit it. This has been pro-
posed on several cccasions, and the idea was accepted by Mr Burg, the Minister of
Religious Affairs, in April 1983 but as yet no action has been taken. Efforts have
been made to relaunch the proposal.

I was not able to meet the architect responsible for Wagf properties, ;
Mr A. Husseini. According to Mr Awad and Mr Natshe, who belong to the same adminis-
tration and regularly visit the Islamic Council building, there has been nc major .

new damage since my last visit in October 1984. ,.J

6. The work on providing amenities and public areas

6.1 The renovation of sewers and paving has continued, mainly in the Christian
quarter and in the northeastern sector of the Arab quarter. However, as in every
other part of the city, the streets have been paved with local natural stone. I was
not informed of any problems of stability or other recent damage resulting from
this work. Moreover, according to Mr Yaacovy, Chairman of East Jerusalem Develop-
ment Ltd., the damage caused by previous work has been repaired and buildings of
uncertain stability have been reinforced, generally by means of flying buttresses
built over the street in accordance with the normal practice in Jerusalem. In this =
connection, perhaps it is worth noting that the proliferation of such buttresses
might alter inordinately the appearance of certain picturesque streets in the city
and thus impair their traditional image and balance.

6.2 According to a recent report prepared by East Jerusalem Develnpﬁent' f# ")
Ltd., the following work has been carried out to|date in connection with the remova- ‘
tion of infxastructures, paving, and amenities within the wall of Euleyman the
Magnificent:

"

renovation of infrastructure 7.750 m |
£ rencvation of paving . . 33,400 m2 |
: ﬂrainaée 5,853 m
renovation of sewers 10,416 m
new water-supply conduits ' 12,100 m
puried telephone cable 30,825 m

buried television distribution cable 20,585 m
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buried street lighting cable 12,365 m
street lighting installations 505
electricity transformer stations 4
reinforced buildings | 181

buildings demolished because of inadequate
stability 5

J The map appended to the report prepared by East Jerusalem Development Ltd.,
indicates that this work covers practically all of the Armenian, Jewish and

|- Christian quarters and also a large part of the Arab quarter, with the exception
of the sector of the city situated to the northeast and bounded by the wall, the

i former Decumanus East (el Wad Street) and the Via Dolorosa. In this sector, only

: Bab Hutta Street and a few adjoining alleyways have been included. The removal
of television aerials does not affect the Arab quarter.

|
'
’ The renovation of amenities in this quarter is planned to take place at a
! later stage. According to Mr Kollek, the city's Mayor, the resources available for
(; - the provision of amenities and development of public areas have not been appreciably
curtailed, in spite of the substantial budgetary restrictions imposed on the munici-
pality of Jerusalem because of the general eccncomic situation of the country. .

7. The1andscapingaruundthewall built in the sixteenth century by Sultan
Sfileyman has been completed. The same applies to the walk along the parapet of the
' wall,

' Since October 1984, work has been carried out on the Dung Gate in the southern
side of the wall, which was originally a very narrow gate and was widened during
the Jordanian period between 1947 and 1967. The widening of the gate has been

| maintained, as this is one of the main access routes to the Wailing Wall and the
lower part of the city. However, the concrete girder has been replaced by a
flattened arch, above which the remains of the original gate have been preserved
and restored. .
The road which enters through this gate is being improved and vehicles and
[ pedestrians separated because of the volume of traffic.

8. Birkat Israel. According to the Mayor of Jerusalem, the talks between the
municipality and the Wagf authorities on the clean-up and development of this site
have resulted in a solution satisfactory to both parties which will shortly be
implemented. L

—

a9, Al—Hadrasaal-Jawhariyyaremainsinthesamestateas.h1Dctober1984. The

Israeli authorities, who were responsible for the damage and who financed the
temporary strengthening work, are still willing to carry out or to bear the costs
of restoration, but constructive contacts have not yet been established with
regard to this matter between the parties involved. Amongst other guestions, there
is doubt as to who will be in charge of the work. Should the party responsible for
the damage carry out the work with the full consent of the owner, or should the

~. latter take the initiative with the payer's agreement? There is a will to resolve
‘the-problem on both sides, and thus it is probable that an agreement will be
reached shortly and that constructive contacts will be arranged between the partias
concerned.

s
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10. The Wagf services, and the Department cf Islamic Archaeclogy in particular, have
undartaken the restoration of al-Madrasa al-Kilanivya. The work, which concerns the
fagade for the most part, is being carried out with great care and after detailed
archaeclogical study. However, as the occupants are to remain in their homes during
the work and the practical and utilitarian improvements which they have made are to
be preserved, there is mo possibility of achieving either a real clean-up or the
reinforcenent and restoration that would ensure &t once the survival of the
building, the effective enhancement of its architectural gqualities, and its use ag
decent and satisfactory accommodation. Certainly the order and dignity of the
fagade will be restored, but it will not be possible for the interiors of the
pbuildings to be adequately refurbished or upgraded to the health standards required
for minimal acceptability as living quarters. It should not be forgotten that most
of the old buildings, mainly in the lower part of the city, are very damp, and that
some of them - generallw speaking, the most interesting cnes in architectural terms,
in particular the madrasas and mausoleums were not intended and are not suitable for
the dense family accommodation which they provide at present. They lack the lighting,
ventilation and facilities necessary for decent accommodation. Where facilities, in
particular sanitary facilities, have been added, this has been done at the expense
of essential architectural features, which have suffered extensive damage. In
additiomn: to these drawbacks, the premises are extremely damop and rubble and debris
have piled up in unoccupied premises and courtyards. The conclusion of this analysis,
which is applicable to a very large number of extremely important Islamic monuments
in Jerusalem, is that mere superficial restoration work, such as work on fagades
alone, is entirely inadequate to save this heritage and to provide impreved or merel
viable accommodation in such parts of these buildings which are suitable for use as .
dwellings without permanent damage to the buildings in gquestion.

The state of preservation of al-Madrasa al-Muzhariyya (built in 1480-1481), one
of the pearls of Mameluke architecture in the city whose restoration is currently
under study, fully confirms this diagnosis. Only major action scientifically planned
in every respect with a view to seeking to rehabilitate the building before cleaning
up its exterior, can guarantee the future of this remarkable work of Islamic
architecture. The same observation unfortunately applies toc most similar monuments in
Jerusalem. Indeed, it should be realized that most buildings have deteriorated to
such a point that solutions which involve only the restoration of their fagades with-
out regard for the rehabilitation of their internal structures may prove to be short-
lived, as the causes of deterioration will not have been removed; furthermcre, such
solutions will not help to improve living conditions in the Arab quarter which, |
particularly in buildings classed as monuments, barely meet or fall short of the

minimum requirements for health and habitability. *

11. The restoration of the al-Agsa Mosgue is continuing normally. Measures will be
adopted with a view to the renovation in the near future, of the covering of ' .
the cupola, which at present consists of silver-coloured aluminium. It will be
restored to its original form and covered as before by lead sheeting.

12. I visited the archives depository of the Higher Islamic Council and Wagf
Administration of Jerusalem, located in one of the buildings on the northern side
cf the Haram al-Sharif. The person in charge of this depository is Dr Ahmad abdallah
Yusef. The archives, part of which will soon be moved to a new depository possessing
reading rooms equipped with microfilm readers and a library, are in general in an
average state of conservation. However, many items, including a cocllection of manu-
scripts, require urgent attention involving the same type of equipment as in the
case of the manuscripts in the al-Agsa Library and in the Museum.
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Many archives, mostly of recent date and of undetermined interest, are stored

in alarming tonditions in a small octagonal structure on the Haram al-Sharif. These

archives should be removed at once to a more appropriate storage area and treated
without delay in order to prevent their rapid destruction.

i3. The reorganization of the al-Agsa Mvseum has almost been completed. An
extremely varied array of precious cobjects (manuscripts, archives, pottery, stone
and wood sculpture, costumes, ironwork, etc.,) of great interest are presented with
restraint and taste. A number of objects on display have been restored very care-
fully so that a clear distinction can be made between original parts and parts

which have been reconstructed in order to complete the essential lines of the works

of art concerned, in accordance with current practice in this field.

-

R.M. Lemaire
19 March 1985

6. In this document, the Director-General conveys to the Executive Board all
the informati-- in his possession at 29 March 1985. The Director-General is
deeply consci. i1s of the importance of the cultural heritage of Jerusalem and will
continue to do everything within his power to ensure that the resolutions of the
General Conference and the decisions of the Executive Board are put into effect,
sparing no effort with a view to the preservation of the city of Jerusalem, which
belongs to the heritage of all mankind.
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ANNEX

F B.d Culture

5.3.1 Jerusalem and the implementation of 22 C/Resclution 11.8 (120 EX/14 and
120 EX/37)

The Executive Board,
)

: Recalling all the resolutions and decisions adopted by ‘the General
Conference and the Executive Board of Unesco regarding the protectic
and safeguarding of the cultural property in the city of Jerusalen,
in particular 22 C/Resolution 11.8,

|
‘ O 2, Having noted the report of the Director-General contained in
document 120 EX/14, .

[ 3. -onsidering it necessary, after examination of the above-manticrad
report and in the light of the relevant discussions, to provide
additional detailed information, in particular on the folleowing:

the effects of the digging of a tunnel along the western wall
cf Haram al-Sharif; the experts’ study on the fabric of the
Al-Madrasa Al-Manjakiyya,

4. Considering also that the Israeli cccupation authorities have nob
yet replied to the letter of the Director-General dated 27 July 1984,
i

5. Invites the Director-General to take whatever steps he deems
necessary to obtain the additional detailed information required, anc
to report to the 1l21st session of the Executive Beoard;

' 6. Decides to include this topic on the agenda of its 12lst session so as
e|i ) to take an appropriate decision on the matter in thes light of the
i Director-General's report. '
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Frof. Dr. Jacob Glutk

Structural and sarthquake Engineering
37 Hess St., Haifa 33397

Tel. Oh-b4li156 (home)

Tel. O4-24307 (Technion)

3.14.1985

Mr, M, Zelikovitz

Director .
Depgrtment of Holy Sites

Ministry of Religious Affairs

Jerusalem

DEE.I' Sir,

Re: Expertise Concerning Western Wall Excavation Work

This expertise is based on two inspections of the Western
Wall and Moslem Quarter, which I made on two different cccaaians,k
as well as on extensive conversations with all the authorities
concerned, the persons in charge of execution of the work at the
site, the Jerusalem municipality and the workers carrying out
the sctual work since the start of excavation, the Archeological

Division and the consulting engineer for excsveation work.

1. General

The entire Moslem Quarter area, which extends nlongside the
vestern Wall, lies about 10-12 metres above the rock base under-
1ying the #ell. Tne undersoll layers are a combination of fill and
the debris of ancient structures from different periods. Most
of this composite contains orgenic meteriasl, originating in cia-
terns, wilecn have been there since ancient times. The strength

chargcteristics of the subsoil change with variations in humidity.

2
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Up to the time of the bDay War, when drainage and sewage systems, as
well as a water supply system, wers installed, the moisture Treglime
of the subsoil was affected by water cisterns and rain water only.
Flooding of the sewage wells and the underground flow of rainwater
had in the past undermined the stability of many structures in the
area. The %Pstaliatiun of the running water supply, as well as
dralnage of the area, brought about some stabilization of the sub-
501l moisture regime. However, tnere 1s still a possibility of
occasional settling of the subsoil in certain areas, Uniform
.8ettling over a large area generally does not cause damage. If a
structure is supported in part by subsoil with a tendency to settle
and in part by a stable structure, which does not settle, or, as is
evident in structures adjacent to the Wall, which are partially re-
talned by the Wall, whilch provides a stable support, and partially
by subsoil, winich tends to sattle,’diffsranuial settlement may occur.
Since the structures in question are built of stone, which 1s a
rigid system, they can not withstand such differential settlements.
A large portion of the cracking of bulldings in this area during
the past few years is due to the above. Earthquakes, which occur
from time to time in this reglon, have also contributed to the

weakening of the structures,

2e The Tunnel gnd its Effect on the Area

The tunnel is located alongside all all its entire length
adjacent to the Wall, including certain places where it has penatrﬁtad
halls and chambers filled with dirt and organic waste. Except for one
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point (which I will describe in more detail in the section dealing
Wwith the Wagf building), I found no indication of cracks in the

vaults or in the walls. Neither did I Tind any movement that could |
@

vertical rigidity of the vaults is much greater than that of the ril1, ‘

have altered the stability of the subsoil or of the structures support-

ed by the lower halls, I would 1like to empnaslize that since the

the filf-rmmuved Trom the halls and chambers never gerved to transfer
the upper loads to the rock base. It follows,that the entire load

borne by the vaults was directly trénsferred to the walls and from f
there to the rock base, without overloading the removed £i11, Sta-

tically, the removed i1l provided no support whatsoever in the load

transferring process. Due to saflety considerations, in some locations

in the tunnel, where it was likely that the load bearing resistance

']

of the walls might be weak, they were covered with g reinforced qi
concrete layer that ensured direct transfer of the load to the rocky
base.

Excavation of the tunnel itself was carried out gradually,

50-00cm at a time. Upon completion of a horizontal excavation of
50-60cm, reinforcements wers immediately installed, the soil and

stones replaced in the void between the excavation and the re- 3

inforcements. The reinforcements are made in part of a steel frame

wlth 10mm thick steel pletes, and moré recently, of prefabricated
elements.

3+ Cracks in Structures in the Moslem Quarter,

Most of the buildings in the kioslem Quarter "flost" on a

-l
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non-homogeneous substructure, composed in part of f£i11 layers, reaching
down to the rocky base, and partially on ancient structures dating beck
to various periods. As a result of changes in the humidity regime of
the subsoil, due to the installment of a running water supply and
Sewage systems, as well as the control of water leakage from sewage
and wagter pipas,'tha mechanical properties of the substructure have
recently changed. In areas in which the subsoil 1is homogeneous, changes
in humidity=could have caused uniform settling of structures, without
resulting in any damage. In areas of non:hmmcgeneous subsoil, soil
settlings are not uniform and differential settling may occur, The
rigid stone structures can not withstand differential settling. This
leads to cracking of the structures; the extent of cracking depends
on the mechanical properties of the structure ang the extent of differ-
ential settling. This accounts for the fact that structures parallel
to the Wall and located at g dlstance of about 80m are cracked, wheress
‘tructures adjacent to the Wall are not. This also explains why
itructures partially supported by the Wall,and in part by a settling
‘ubstructure are now cracked,or likely to crsck in the future,

For exauple, the Al-Jawhariyya bullding, at the point nearest
he Wall, is 12-13m diasgonally distent, in the vertical plane, from
e tunnel. The foundation of the structure, the dimensions of which.
7@ qulte large in the horizontal plane, lies on g non-homogeneous
ibstructure, ;hich is sensitive to changes in humidity. Stabilization
* the humidity regime, after the drastic changes wrought during re-
ent years,as a result of the installetion of running water and sewage
7/stems, is a slow process and non-predictable, dus to lack of knowledge

-lating to substruc ture characteristies.
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It would be impossible for me to point out any relation between the

cracks in the Jawhariyya buillding and excavation 'of the tunnel,

lo The Wagf Building

The building extends over a length of about 37Tm parallel to the

Wall and & width of 1llim perpendicular to it. The depth of the tunnel

at this poigt is 9m. Thils is the only place where I can point out any
correlatlon bétwaan excavation of the tunnel and damage to the structure.
The damage is manifested by the sinking of several steps, as a result

of the settling of the fill on which they rested. In the course of the
woxcavation of the tunﬁel, when the hall undsrnesth the steps had been
reached (see Flan No. 5), removal of the chamber fill was begun, as

had been done in previous chambers, in the hope of reaching the vault.
However, it seems that the vault had been destroyed when the upper
structure had been built, or previously, so that the excavations nesrly .
reached the steps of the Wagf., The steps then sank into the vold cre-
ated in the subsoil. Thils was rectified by cesting an intermediate
concrete slab, wnicn serves as a stable support for the steps. I
consider this a correct engineering solutlon for avoiding any further
damage. In order to assess the extent of the structure's stability
factor following these repairs, special gasuges have been 1natallﬁﬁ at
two sites alongside the cracks, in order to measure the extent of
opening of possibly active cracks. The two locations ere (8ee Wagf

building plan):

/6
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a. Site 1 - In the stair area, where the damage is the result of

b.

111 removal. According to the Municipelity Report on measure-
ments taken at this site, i1t msppeers that the settlements have
subsided and at present,represent sbout 2» of the total amount
during the most active perlod. There are clear indications that .
the substructure has stabilized. Nevertheless, the cracks must
be menitored, and measurements of crack development should be
followed up. The results should be compared with the previous
measurements. As soon as there 1s any evidence of accelerated
crack development, a plan for strengthening of the substructure
must be put into effect at once.

Site 2 - In the arca above hall number 151. The ceiling of the
hall consists of a vault, with no signs of settling or cracks.
This means that the substructure on whlch the hall rests has not
gsettled. Therefore, cracks appesring in the level esbove the hall .
can not be attributed to settling of the substructure above the
tunnel. I would like to point out thet in the necrby vielnlty,

at a dlstance of seversl metres from the tunnel, there is =
water cistern still in use, which may be leaklng and mlght have
altered the rate of humidity of the subsoil in the region.
According to the Munlcipality Report, it appears that there is
slow end yet unrestrained development of cracks. This shows that
the factor involved is appasrently the constant change in the
mechanical properties of the soil, due to changes in the molsture
at this site. At this stage, there does not appear to be any

danger of damage. However, crack development must be followed up

and the results compared to the previous ones. As soon as there
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is any evidence of accelerated crack development, immediate strength-

ening of the substructure in this area should be carried out.

Summary

Quarter may be attributed mainly to

1.

2

3

Thse deteriorated condition of several

-

structures in the Moslem

the following phenomena:

The non-homogeneous humidity regime of the substructure. Until

redistribution of the load on the subsoil 1s achieved,

settling 1s predictable.

differential

Barthquakes wnicn have taken place in this region and weakened

the structurea,

Lack of proper maintenance,and erosion with time.

Apert from local settlingtuf the steps in the Waqf building,

1 soe no connection between the excavation of the tunnel and .

damages in the loslem Wuarter,

cc: ongineer N. Kidron

54 Street of the Prophets, Jerusalem

Sincerely,

Jde Gluck

SNSRI 4
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REYMGND M. LEMA.IHE LE- l‘l‘ mars 1985

PROFESEEUR 4 LUNIVERSITE !

DE Louwvaiy

RL/MG/58

A Monsieur David Ben-Dov
Directeur de 1la Division des
Droits de 1'Homme

Ministére des Affaires Etran:
JERUSALEM

Cher Monsieur,

Je tiens tout d'abord 3 Vous remercier pour 1'accueil,
chaleureux comme de coutume, qui m'a &té réservé lors @
de mon sé&jour 3 Jérusalem la semaine derniare.

Je rédige en ce moment mon rapport au Directeur Géndéral.
En relisant mes notes ainsi que celles que j'ai prises
lors de la derniére réunion du Conseil Exécutif je me
rends mieux compte que lors de notre entretien de Xa
nécessité d'yne réponse au voeu du Conseil en ce qui con=-
cerne la désignation d'un expert international pour les
problémes de 1la Madrassa Al Mandjakiyye, seul point
expressement repris dans la résolution adoptée par ce
Conseil en rapport avec le Probléme de Jérusalem.
Je crains fort que si aucune reéponse n'stait faite avane
l'ouverture de 1a session prochaine ou si cette réponse
n'était pas positive, ce fait ne soit 1'ocecasion pour
certaines délégations de reprendre des positions intran-
sigeantes et par le Fait méme de modifier 1'atmosphére
plus conciliante qui s'est dégagée en octobre dernier.
Décider si cette ambiance plus calme doit étre préservé
Ou non est un probléme de politique &trangdre qui rela
exclusivement dy Gouvernement israélien; toutefois je
crois vtile d'atiirer Son attention sur ce pcint. .

i
Vous m'avez dit que 1'on craignait que cet expert n'émette
des avis techniques teintas d'options politigues &ventuel-
les. La partie adverse pourrait craindre la méme chose.
Un expert de grande réputation ne pP2ut se permettre de
telles fantaisies s'il veut conserver sa crédibilita
internationale. Afin d'assurer une approche sereine du
Probléme je vous ai dit que j'&taig prat 3 accompagner
cet expert 3 Jérusalem ef 3 l'assister dans son travail.

Je vous ai cité comme Personnalités suscaptihl&s d'accom-
pPlir cette tiache -

le Prof. N. Ambraseys de 1'Impérial College 3 Londres,
Ou son premiesr assistant, M. Menu. E

J'y ajouterai le Prof. Klaus Pieper, de 1'Université
techniqre de Braunschweigqg,

le Prof. Marec Leleune, de 1'Universita de Louvain,

BERTELSHEINE 2054 LDONEEEH-HUL!’JENEEH‘G
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le Prof. Fritz Wenzel de 1'Université de Karlsruhe,

et M. Paul Beckmann, directeur technique du bureau d'stude
Ove Arup & Partners 3 Londres.

Afin d'éviter toute contestation ultérieure il est sou-
haitable que le choix de l'expert regoive 1'agréement
du propriétairs du b3 iment, c.a.d. dn Wagf. Je suis
disposé i ndgocier cet accord si tel est le souhait des
autorités isradlienne

Il est évident gque tdutes ces démarches ne pourront &tre
accomplies avant la prochaine réunion du Conseil. L'impor-
tant est qu'elles soient annoncées et que la décision
éventuelle du Gouvernement isradlien soit annoncée au
Directeur Général le plus vite possible et, en tous les
cas, avant et non pendant la réunion du Conseil Exécut!.
L'annonce de cette décision par le Directeur Général aWa
un effet plus profond que si elle était faite par le repré-
sentant d'Israél pendant la discussion au sujet de Jérusa-
lem, prévue 3 1'agenda. i

Croyez bien que cette lettre ne vise nullement 3 in#luencer
de quelque manidre que ce soit, les déecisions qui seront
Prises. Elle a pour seul but d'attirer votre attention et
celle du Gouvernement israélien sur un point qui pourrait
avoir &chappé 3 son attention.

]
En attendant le plaisir de vous| revoir, sans doute 2 Paris
4 l'occasion du Conseil Exécutif, je wvous prie de croire,
Cher Monsieur, 3 l'expression mes sentiments de haute

considération er 3 mon cordial 'souvenir.
|

Prof. Dr. R.M. LEMAIRE.
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RAYMOND M., LEMAIRE Le 14 mars 1985 .

FPROFEESCUM A L'UNIVERSITE

OE LOUWUVAIN

A Monsieur David Ben-Dov
Directeur de la Division des
RL/MG/58 Droits de 1'Homme
Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres
JERUSALEM

Cher Monsieur,

Je tiens tout d'abord 3 vous remercier pour l'accueil,
chaleureux comme de coutume, qui m'a &té réservé lors
de mon séjour 3 Jérusalem la semaine derniére.

Je rédige en ce moment mon rapport au Directeur Général.
En relisant mes notes ainsi que celles gque j'ai prises .
lors de la derni&re réunion du Conseil Exécutif je me
rends mieux compte gue lors de notre entretien de la
nécessité d'une réponse au voeu du Conseil en ce qui con-
cerne la désignation d'un expert international pour les
problémes de la Madrassa Al Mandjakiyye, seul point
expressement repris dans la résolution adoptée par ce
Conseil en rapport avec le probléme de Jé&rusalem.

Je crains fort que si aucune réponse n'était faite avant
1'ouverture de la session prochaine ou si cette réponse
n'était pas positive, ce fait ne soit l'occasion pour
certaines délégations de reprendre des positions intran-
sigeantes et par le fait méme de modifier 1l'atmosphére
plus conciliante qui s'est dégagée en octobre dernier.
Décider si cette ambiance plus calme doit &tre préservée
ou non est un probléme de politique é&trangére gui reléve
exclusivement du Gouvernement isra&lien; toutefois je
crois utile d'attirer son attention sur ce point.

Vous m'avez dit que l'on craignait gue cet expert n'émet
des avis technigues teintés d'options politiques éventuel=
les. La partie adverse pourrait craindre la méme chose.

Un expert de grande réputation ne peut se permettre de
telles fantaisies s'il veut conserver sa crédibilité
internationale. Afin d'assurer une approche sereine du
probléme je vous ai dit que j'étais prét & accompagner

cet expert & Jérusalem et 3 l'assister dans son travail.

Je vous ai cité comme personnalités susceptibles d'accom-
plir cette téache

le Prof. N. Ambraseys de 1'Impérial College d Londres,
ou son premier assistant, M. Menu.

J'y ajouterai le Prof. Klaus Pieper, de l'Université
technigue de Braunschweiq,

le Prof. Marc Lejeune, de 1l'Université& de Louvain,

BERTELSHEIDE A0B4 LOONBEEK - HULDENBERG



le Prof. Fritz Wenzel de 1l'Université de Karlsruhe,

et M. Paul Beckmann, directeur technigue du bureau d'étude
Ove Arup & Partners 3 Londres.

Afin d'éviter toute contestation ultérieure il est sou-
haitable gue le choix de 1'expert recoive l'agréement
du propriétaire du bitiment, c.a.d. du Wagf. Je suis
disposé @ négocier cet accord si tel est le scuhait des
autorités israéliennes.

Il est évident que toutes ces démarches ne pourront étre
accomplies avant la prochaine réunion du Conseil. L'impor-
tant est qu'elles soient annoncées et que la décision
éventuelle du Gouvernement isra&lien soit annoncée au
Directeur GEné&ral le plus vite possible et, en tous les
cas, avant et non pendant la réunion du Conseil Exécutif.
L'annonce de cette décision par le Directeur Général aura
un effet plus profond que si elle Etait faite par le repré-
sentant d'Israé&l pendant la discussion au sujet de Jérusa-
lem, prévue a l'agenda.

Croyez bien gue cette lettre ne wvise nullement 3 influencer,
de guelque maniére gue ce soit, les decisions gui seront
prises. Elle a pour seul but d'attirer votre attention et
celle du Gouvernement israélien sur un point gui pourrait
avoir échappé i son attention.

En attendant le plaisir de vous revoir, sans doute 3 Paris
d l'occasion du Conseil Exécutif, je vous prie de croire,
Cher Monsieur, @ l'expression de mes sentiments de haute
considération er 3 mon cordial souvenir.

Prof. Dr. E.M. LEMAIRE.
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V. Repair of museum exhibits at the
Archaeclogical Centre

The laboratory of the Archasclogical Centre of
Iran has been made responsible for repairing and
safeguarding priceless objects unearthed during
archaeological excavations, alse the items kept
at the Iran-e-Bostan Museum, This laboratory
co-operates with other museums,

Below is a brief account of the work carried

out by the laboratory: 4

A bronze statue dating from the Seleucid period,
which was in an advanced state of decay, has
been repaired,

A second millennium B, C, amphora from the
Iran-e-Bostan Museum, previously in pieces,
gummed together with sticky paper, has been
restorec at the laboratory,

An oil painting (404 x 196 cm) dating from the
Qajar Dynasty, kept at the Army Museum, has
been repaired. The backing of the painting had
deteriorated and was torn in several places,
The canvas was lined, the backing, which was
covered with a black fiim, was cleaned, the
tears were repaired  * 4 the colours were res-
tored and brighiened,

JORDAN

The Jordanian Government has recently sue-
ceeded in obtaining the addition of the Old Clty
of Jerusalem and its walls to the World Heritage
List and has submitted applications for the addi-
tion to that List of the remaining historical sites
of Jordan, particularly Jerash and Petra, The
Department is in the process of posting special
identification plagues as per the model suggested
by Unesco, at all historic sites and buildings and
mMuseums,

KUWAIT

It pleases us to state that no armed conflict has
occurred in Kuwait since Kuwait ratified the
Convention,

With regard to immovable cultura] properiy
such as the gates of the Old Kuwaiti Wall, the Red
Palace at Al-Jahra and other archaeclogical sites
on Faylakah Island, the Department of Archae-
ology has assigned permanent guards to such sites,

As regards measures to be taken for the pro-
tection of cultural property, we have to state that
in accordance with the Kuwaiti Archaeology Law,
following the issuance of Amiri Decree Ko, 11 in
1960 and as defined in Article 18 of the said law,
it is stipulated that the Department of Archaeology
and Museums, together with the Security Author-
ity, have to take every possible messure to safe-
guard anclent monuments, historical buildings and
other cultural property as foreseen in the Interns-
tional Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict,

With regard to the implementation of the pro-
tocol dealing witlithe import and export of sultursl

i B i e . i S~

property, the Kuwaiti Law has dealt with this
fssue in Section 3, Articles 35 to 41, 'The law
states that the Department of Archaeology and
Museums has the authority to control the import
and export of such items, in order to prevent their
loss from the Kuwaiti territory,

Traders in antiques should obtain a special
licenc for their trade, All antiquities traded in
should be registered and have a sales permit,

The Department of Archaeology has the right
to sanction or refuse a licence to export antiqui-
ties, and also has authority to {ssue instructions
to customs and port officials to confiscate any
antiquities not licensed to be exported. This
Kuwaiti law of archaeology is in conformity with
all similar laws enforced in other Arab States, It
s also in accordance with the propeged law of
archaeology, adopted by the Third Arab Confer-
ence on Archaeology, which took place in Fez,
Morocco, from 8 to 18 November 1956, It is also
in agreement with the provisions of the Convention
forthe Protection of Cultural Propertyinthe Event
of Armed Conflict, whichwas adopted in The Hague
on 14 May 1954,

The Kuwaiti Archaeology Law stipulates that
the Security Authority has to lend assistance to the
Department of Archaeoclogy and Museums and help
in safeguarding the archaeclogical sites and monu-
ments in the event of armed conflict as well as in
peacetime, in compiiance with the text of the =aid
International Convention,

The following are places of historical import-
ance [n Kuwait:

1, The gates of the Old Kuwaiti Wall which were
built in 1820,

2. The Red Palace in Al-Jahra which was built
al the beginning of the present century,

4, lmmovable ancient items on Favlakan Island
which include the prehistoric ruins of a temple that
goes back ito the ancient Greek age (Hellenic era)
and the Bronze age.

4. Movable ancient monuments which go back to
the Bronze and Greek (Hellenic) age in addition to
traditional folklore items,

LIECHTENSTEIN

The text of the Convention has been published in
the official compendium of the laws and treaties of
Lischtenstein,

There is no military service in Liechtenstein,

The Liechtenstein Commission for the Protec-
tion of Cultural Property has decided to mark cul-
tural property with protection signs, Cultural
property of particularimportance (e, g, the Chateau
de Vaduz, the Natiomal Museum) will have the dig-
tinctive emblem of the Convention marked on them,

The inventory of Liechtenstein's cultural prop-
erty has been drawn up,

It is intended to build special premises for the
protection of movablg cultural property. There
are already pruteeiva rooms in the Natlonal
Museum and the Chiteau de Vadue,

No deci