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MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES EERANGERES a rinn 1@
[RRUSALEM, ISRARL grhm1

Division Consulaire

8 Le Ministdre des Affaires Etrangdres présente ses
compliments au Représentant de 1'Iran et a 1'homneur de Le

prier de bien vouloir accorder un visa
titulaire du passeport
Le Ministdre des Affaires Etrangdres saisit cette

. oecasion pour renouveler au Représentant de 1'Iran 1'assurance
de sa haute considérationm.

Jérusalem, le

Représentant de 1'Iran

en Israel,
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IN HIS SPEECH OF 21 DECEMBER 1973, THE
HOLY FATHER EXPRESSED THE CONFIDENT
HOPE THAT THE HOLY SEE WOULD FITINGLY
BE ABLE TO MAKE ITS VOICE HEARD WHEN
THE PROBLEM OF JERUSALEM BECAME THE
SUBJECT OF CONCRERE DISCUSSIONS IN
THE CONTEXT OF THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS
FOR THE MIDDLE EAST.

THE HOLY SEE(HISHES TO SET FORTH

CERTAIN CONSIDERATIONS CONCERNING ITS
VIEWPOINT ON THE MATTER,) REGARDING IT
AS IMPORTANT THAT IRREVESIBLE SITUATIONS
SHOULD NOT BE CREATED WHICH wOOLD

PREJUDICE THE DESIRED SOLUTION-. : =

1T IS COMMONLY FELT, IN FACT THAT THE
'FAILURE TO FIND A SOLUTION JO THE
QUESTION OF JERUSALEM, OR AN INDEQUATE
'SOLUTION OR EVEN A -RESIGNED.POSPONEMENT
OF THE PROBLEM COULD BRING INTO QUESTION
THE SETTLEMENT OF THE WHOLE MIDDLE EAST
2a15|s '

" '1111ur Ton.

IN HIS SPEECH OF DEC21/73, THE HOLY FATHER .
EXPRESSED THE CONFIDENT HOPE THAT THE HOLY =
SEE WOULD FITINGLY BE ABLE TO MAKE ITS VOICE
HEARD WHEN THE PROBLEM OF JERUSALEM BECAME THE
THE SUBJECT OF CONCRETE DISCUSSIONS IN THE
CONTEXT OF THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE
MIDEAST.

THE HOLY SEE ALSO CONSIDERS IT IMPORTANT m?‘:
IN THIS MATTER THERE SHOULD NOT/NOT BE CREATER '
IRREVERSIBLE SITUATION WHICH WOULD nuulg
THE DESIRED SOLUTION. :

IT IS COMMONLY FELT THAT THE Flll..l‘ 2
A SOLUTION TO THE QUESTION OF J ¢
AN INADQUATE SOLUTION, OR EVEN A RESIGNED- -
POSPONEMENT OF THE PROBLEM COULD BRING Im_
QUESTION PAGE TWO VATO092 COFD

THE SETTLEMENT OF THE WHOLE MIDEAST CRISIS.

y |
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NECILESS TO SAY THL HO!Y SEE ENDEAVORS TO KEEP
IN CONTACT W!TE THE RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES OF THE
VARIOUS CHRISTIAN CHUICHES, WHICH ARE AUTONOMOUS
PUT WrICH ARE UNITED AT LEAST IDEALLY IN THE
PEFENCE OF THEIR RESPECTIVE RIGHTS TO MAINTAIN
IN THE CITY THEIR NSITITUIIONS (CHURCHES,
SCHOOLS, OFFICES, ETC) AS WELL AS A FUNCTIONING
COMMUNITY OF THEIR OWN.

- —_—

IT HARDLY SEEMS NECESSARY TO EMPHASIZE THAT
THE MOLY SEE’S INTEREST IN THIS WUESTION HAS
A SPIRITUAL HISTORICAL AND JURIDICAL BASIS,
THAT ITS NATURE IS NOT POLITICAL BUT RELIGIOUS
AND THAT ITS AIMS ARE CONCILIATION AND PEACE.
THIS INTEREST IS DIRECTED TOWARD THE RESERVATION
AND GUARANTEEING OF THE MOLY CITY'S IDENTITY
AS A RELIGIOUS CENTER, UNIGUE ANB GUTSTAN-

~ DING IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD, IN SUCHM
A WAY THAT THE CITY MAY BECOME.A STABLE
PLACE OF ENCOUNTER AND CONCORD FOR THE
THREE GREAT MONOTEEISTIC RELIGIONS (CHRI-

STIANITY, JUDAISM AND -|SLAM).| AS REGARDS

- THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION #T MUST NATURALLY

BE KEPT TR MTKD THAT. {Hﬂg LATTER 1S PRESENT

THROUGH VARIOLS ECCLESIAL COMMUNITIES =~ 1'%

(CATHOLIC, ORTHODOX, SRELK, ARMENIAN, s :

COPTAC, ETGus ANGLACAN: AND. PROTESTANT). AT
* THE SAME TIME -SERUSALEM 1S APRIVILESD: . v,

OLY PUACE AND ORESENDOWED. Wi TH THES 3§ aer £, "' '
- WIBHEST SPIdTTin msﬂ!mELIM,r 2,

~ IT HARDLY SFEEMS NECESSARY TO EMPHASIZE THAT KR

+ A SPIRITUAL, HISTORICAL AND JURIDICAL BASIS,

g JHAT ITS NATURE IS NOT/NOT POLITICAL BUT
RELIGIOUS, AND THAT ITS AINS ARE CONCILIATION _

NEEDLESS TC SAY, ON TH.S SUBRJECT THE HOLT SEE
ENDEAVORS TO KLEP IN CONTACY WITH THE RELIGIOU
ALTHORITIES OF THE VARIQUS CHRISTAIN CHURCHES;
WHICH ARE AUTONOMOUS, BUT WHICH ARE UNITED

Al LEAST IDEALLY IN THE DEFENCE OF THEIR
RCSPECTIVE RIGHTS TO MAINTAIN IN THE CITY

THEIR INSTITUTIONS (CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, OFFICES
ETC), AS WELL AS A FUNGTIIHG COMMUNITY ur

THEIR OWN. : .. 3

¥

THE HOLIY SEES INTEREST IN THIS QUESTION Il!

AMB PEACE. THE INTENTION OF THE HOLY SEE

TO PRESERVE AND GUARANTEE TO THE MOLY ¢l

ITS IDENTITY AS A RELIGIOUS CENTER, UNIQUE
AND OUTSTANDING IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD,
IN SHCH A WAY THAT IT MAY BECOME A STABLE
PLACE OF ENCOUNFER AND CONCORD FOR THE THREE
GREAT MCNOTHEISTIC RELIGIONS, cHﬂISTIlIlT!
JUDAISM AND Iﬁlhl]
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THAT JERUSALEM OU = § PO e
~ AND rnee:rﬂntg‘_;:u.-s'_Inu%"ﬂi%ﬁsmeu - -
- DERED IN“A“Y OF ITS DISTRICTS AS MRS.

: I -
: ' : AS A RESULT THE ISRAEL AUTHORITIES AR:
ll CONTINUING TO WORK TC ENSURE THAT THEIR
PRESENCE IN JERUSALEM BE IN THE WORDS
i OF MR. SHIMON PERES, OVERWHELMING STABLF
‘ ANCPERENNIAL, RELIGIOUS CULTURAL cCIviL,

AND EH@H&PILG DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC
| “e ey
19 i - .

, g T i Wt
THE HoLy SEESS POSETION «BgARD [
SERISKEN HAS FLEN STATED A KIMRER Qf
TIKES iN ITS BASIC KECUBREMONTS .,
NOFHING HAVING COME OF THE UNITED
NATIONS RESOLUTICN OF 1947 ON THE SETT-
ING LP OF A “CORPUS SEPARATIM” COMPR'S ING .
JERUSALLM AND ITS ENVIKOMS, TO BE ADMIN |~
STERED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED
NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL, THE TWO SIDES

#

5" |AS IS KNOWN, BOTH THE ISRAELIS AND THE ARABS,
ARAE AND ISRAEL] HAVE DISFUTED AMONG WITH CONZIDERABLE INTRANSIGENCE AND EACLUSLY Iy
THEMSELVES THE|SOVERE IGNTY] ( AT LEAST CLAIM AND DISPUTE THEJSOVEREIGNTY OF JERUSALEM
PARTAL) G mv.\g i

1

THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES ESPECIALLY
SINCE THEY TOOK OVER II'E WI'OLE CITY e
IN 1957, MAINTAIN WITHOUT RESERVATIONS ' : /

JURIDICTION AS IDEAL AND HiSTOKICAL - '
CENTER OF. THE NATION AND THE CAPITAL OF 7 R /
THE STATE. INCAPABLE OF BEING SURREN- <

GOLDA MEIR HAS SAIC, EVEN IF-7MIS SHOULD

CONSTITUTE AN INSURMOUNTABLE ORSTACLE TO
PEACE. ’ :

. il
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INSTAL! ATIONS, HOUSING PROJECT AND UR AN
PLANNING SCHEMES DESIGNED TC INCRCATE
“HE JEW'SH POPULATION IN THE LVRIRONS
. AND ALSO IN THt CENTER OF THE CITY (ALL
THAS IS ALSO IN VIOLATION OF THE Q&L1-
GATION NOT TO ALTER THE PHYSICAL OF AN
QCCUPIED TERRITORY, AS JEK'SALEM 1S,
AS HAS BEEN REPEATEDLLY LAID DOwWN BY
INTERNATIONAL LAWS AND CALLED FOR BY
. UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTIONS}.
: RAE SICE, THERE IS NUOLESS 3
|.||Imﬂlﬂ!“§ IN CLAIMING SOYEREIGN
EM, IN msnsrmﬂ"ﬂ'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ"’ma
nnAn CHARACTER, OF THE CITY, AND, IN
ANY CASE, IN REGAINING .THE EASTERN
l PART, WHICH WAS PREVIOUSLY UNDER THE

CONTROL OF THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF
JORDAN FROM 1948 TO 1967. :

L] : ¥ -

= A | -r £ x - . i Aty
" “THE HOLY SEE CONSIDERS THAT 4T 1S POSSI- o ‘
Sy ?_: 1 TO REMOVE SUCH A GRAVE 'CAUSE OF ™ THE HOLY SEE CONSIDERS THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO
%Y ELICT AND TO SATISFY THE DEMANDS OF REMOYE SUCH A GRAVE CAUSE OF CONFLICT AND TO
" TME LEGITIMATE CLAIMS OF THE PARTIES I~ SATISFY THE DENANDS OF THE LEGITIMAT
qf‘ih_ INVOLVED ONLY IF THE STARTING POINT ™~ = OF THE PARTIES INVOLVED ONLY IF T o v,
; C NS M ADEQUATE VIEW OF THE IDEAL AND . POINT IS AN ADEQUATE vigw OF HE STARTING
Ff;u,-;ﬂ - "WISTORICAL REALITY OF THE HOLY CITY. = _ . | . HISTORICAL REALITY OF THE HuL::Ec:;f-“‘ AND

a‘a .“.11* @ ‘*’ """'* = 4 % S wiem ;
- .‘I-...r » oy "r.'a- > - T =AY
IR ERTC R Y T N R
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“VIEW |
VERTIBLE FACT T

ED UPON' THE INCONTRQ .
AT JERUSALEM IS THE
CENTER OF ALL THREE OF THE GREAT MONQ-
* THEISTIC_RELIGIONS, THIS "HISTORICAL"
FACT HAS ALWAYS "MARKED™ THE HOLY CITY
INASMUCH AS THE CITY:

A) CONTINUES TO BE PATRIMONY OF EACH

OF THE THREE RELIGIONS, A PATRIMONY

SACRED TO THE FAITH OF ALMOST A BILLION |«

AND A WALF OF THEIR FOLLOWERS THROUGH- [
OUT THE WORLD.  * |

B) IS THE SITE OF SHRINES AND MEMORIALS
VENERATED BY THOSE FOLLOWERS.

C) IS THE SEAT OF THREE RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITIES THAT LIVE TOGETHER 1HERE,
AND IS THE GOAL QF PILGRIMS WHO VISIT
IT IN GREAT_NUM __NUMBERS.

— i mm—

THIS COMPOSITE PRESENCE IN JERUSALEM
OF VARIOUS GROUPS, AND THEIR SIMULTA-
NEOUS POSSESSION OF IT, MEANS THAT AN

- EQUITABLE STABLE AND PEACEFUL SOLUTION o
~ OF THE PROBLEM OF JERUSALEM IMPLIES

ABQVE ALL THE RECOGNITION OF A HiSTORICAL

- AND RELICIOUS PLURAL'SM, TO BE PUT INTO
_PRACTICE BY ACCORDING EACH QF THE THREE

RELIGIONS, FN THEIR EXPRESSION AS COMMU -

-NITIES, FULL ENJOYMENT OF THEIR
 RESPECTIVE RIGHTS, EXCLUDING POSITIONS -
‘OF PREDOMINANCE AND INDEED FAVORING THE

PROSPECT OF A USEFUL HUMAN AND RELIGIQOUS
DIALOGUE.

- s;:éalf'?'hl 7

"THE IDEAL AND HISTORICAL REALITY IS MANIFESTED

IN THE FACT THAT JERUSALEM HAS BEEM AND CON-
TINUES TO BE THE MOST IMPORTANT CENTER OF -
ALl THREE GREAT MONOTHEISTIC RELIGIONS,
LMESRUCH &S TRE PEGE THREE o 2 85D
gnetoath O fhy gl - wele uﬁ-— s

WHO, NUMBERING ALMOST A BILLION AND A HALF
 THROUGHOUT - THE WORLD, REGUARD JERUSALEM AS

J A COMMON SACRED PATRIHGHY.

" AND IS SITE OF SHRINES AND usuunlnts %

VENERATED BY THE FOLLOWERS OF TRESE RELIGIONS.

CITY IS THE SEAT OF THE THREE RELIGIOQUS
COMMUNITIES THAT L:VE TOGETHER THERE.

THIS  COMPOSITE PRESENCE IN JERUSALEM OF VARLOUS
GROUPS, AND THEIR SIMULTANEOUS POSSESSION OF
IT, MEANS' THAT AN EQUITABLE, STABLE AND PEACE-
FUL SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM OF JERUSALEM

IMPLI'ES ABOVE ALL THE RECOGNITION OF AN . 1:

HISTORICAL AND REL.GIOUS PLURALISM, TO BE

PUT INTO PRACTICE RY ACCORDING ALL OF THE g
THREE RELIGIONS, IN THEIR EXPRESSION. AS
COMMUNITIES, FULL ENJOYMENT OF THEIR RESPECTIVE
RIGHTS, EXCLUDING. POSITIONS OF PREDOMINANCE

AND INDEED FAVORING THE PROSPECT OF A USEFUL
HUMAY ANMD RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE.

#s
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y THE NIOLY SEE’S VIEW IS fi:T SICH *  THE HOLY SEES VIEW 1S THAT SUCH CONSIDERATIONS
CONSIDERATIONS ARE OF PRIMARY AND ARE «'F PRIMARY AND DETERMINING IMPORTANCE
DEVTERMINING IMPORTANCE WITH REGARD W!TH REGARD 70 THE PROBLEM OF POLITICAL

TO THE PRCBLEM QF POLITICAL [scvsﬁslﬁn'r'r ITSiLF.

\ SOVEREIGNTY ITSELF. | THAT IS TO SAY: WHATEVER POWER MAY MAPPEN

“" THAT IS TO SAY: WHATEVER POWER MAY ': ' TO EXERCISE SOVEREIGNTY OVER JERUSALEM
HAPPEN TO EXERCISE SOVEREIGNITY l » (WITHOUT EXCLUDING THE HYPOTHESIS OF A POWER

OVER JERUSALEM (W!THOUT EXCLUDING THE OF AN INNATL CHARACTER) OUGHT TC#ENSURE
HYPOTHES'S OF A POWER OF AN INTERNATIONAL THE SATISFYING AND SAFEGUARDING OF THE ABOVE
CHARACTER) OUGHT TO EMSURE TEHE SATISFYING MENTIONED REQUIREMENTS, AND AT THE

AND SAFEGUARDING OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONER THE INNATE COMMUNITY CUGHT TO BE THE
REQUIREMENTS, AKD AT THE SAME TIME THE GUARANTEE -OF INTERESTS THAT INVOLVE NUMEROUS
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OUGHT TO BE THE AND DIVERSE PEOPLES.

GUARANTEE OF INTERESTS THAT INVOLVE ~
NUMEROUS AND DIVERSE PLOPLES. -
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~GI?EI Tu‘THt NEED +
» STATUTE “INTERNAT INALLY

THIS HEEEE%
FOR.A "SPE
EHAI&HTEED' FOR JERUSALFM SUCH AS THE

HOLY SEE IN EARNESTLY HOPING FOR.
THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ™STATUTE™ INCLUDES

TWO ORDERS OF GUARANTEES::
(A) FREEDOM OF RESIDENCE, FREEDOM

OF WORSHIP, RESPECT FOR, PRESERVATION
OF AND FREE A 0 THE HOLY PLACES
AND MAINTENANCE OF INSTITUTIONS
CHURCHES HOMES ETC. PROTECTION OF
HISTORICAL RIGHTS AND OF THOSE
RELATING TO OWNERSHIP,AGUIRED BY

THE INDIVIDUAL COMMUNITIES,
PRESERVATION“AND SAFEGUARDING OF THE
HISTORICAL AND URBAN COMPLEX OF THE
HOLY CITY. .

{l) EQUAL EHJUIHEHT OF THE RIGHTS
OF THE THREE RELIGIOUS ,COMMUNITIES,
WITH EH!R!HTEE FOR THE PROMOTION?

OF TEEIR SPIRITUAL, CULTURAL CIVIL

AND SOCIAL LIFE, INCLUDING ADEQUQTE
OPPORTUNITIES: FOR ECONOMIC PROGRESS
EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT ETC. ;

»

e

e

.

THIS RESPECTIVE GIVES RISE TO THE MEED

FOR A QUOTE"SPECIAL Raxf BOUR \WASGSQ2 ESFD
STATUTE, INTERMATINALLY GUARANTEED"UNQUOTE

FOR JERUSALEM, WHICH THE HOLY SEE IS EARNESTLY
HOPING FOR. THE CONTENT OF THIS QUOTE STATUTE
UNQUOTE WOULD INCLUDE, AMONG OTHER THINGS, TWO
ORDERS OF GUARANTEES:

(A) PARITY,FOR THE THREE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES
OF FREEDOM aF WORSHIP AND ACESS TO THE HOLY
PLACES; OF RESPECT FOR AND PRESERVATION OF g
THE SAME OF PROTECTION OF RIGHTS OF OWNERSHIP,

AND OF OTHER RIGHTS AQUIRED BY THE INDIVIDUAL
COMMUNITIES: OF THE PRESERVATION AND SAFEGUARDING
OF THE HISTORICAL AND URBAN ASPECTS PROPER TO

THE CITY.

(B) EQUAL ENJOYMENT OF THE RIGHTS OF THE THREE
RELIGIOUS COMMUNI I 1ES, WITH GUARANTEES FOR THE °*
PRUMOTION OF THEIR S¥iniTUAL, CuLiURAL, CIVIL
AND SOCIAL LIFE, INCLUDING APEQUATE OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ECONOMIC PRuGRESS, EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT ETC.
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THE HOLY SEE DECLAKES ITSELE READY
70 COYTRIBUTE ACCORDING TO TS
SSIBILITIES AND IN THE SUITABLE
FORMS, TO THE MORE PRECISE DEFIN|-
TIONOF THE SAID "STATUTE" IN ITS
VARIOUS ASPECTS: FOR EXAMPLE:
THE JURIDICAL FORM OF THE COMMITMENT
THAT THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND
THE PARTIES CONCERNED WILL UNDERTALE |

REGARDING THE SETTLMENT OF THE

JERUSALEM QUESTION. .
THC SURSTANCE OF THE "STATUTE” ITSELF :

FROM THE DEFINING OF THE TERRIROTY

(WEICH WIL E 70 INCLUDE AT LEAST

THEULD CTTY WITH MOUNT SION MOUNT MORIAH AND
THE MOUNT OF OLIVES) TO THE LISTING OF

THE HOLY PLACES FROM THE RIGHTS CONCERNING:

THOSE SAME HOLY PLACES TO THE RIGHTS

CONCERNING THE RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC CHHHUHITIES
THAT LIVE M JERUSALEM.
THE SUERVISION AND G

S THAT ~

THE INTERNATICNAL COMMUNITY WELL-HAVE-
10°GIVE TO T!E 'STiTUTE' OF "HE HOLY
cITY.

IT WILL BE NECESSARY, FURTHEMORE, TO
ngiihg_lﬂﬁ_lﬁnﬂlronv AND LTST THE HOLY
PLACES, AS WELL AS PROVIDE FOR THE
GUARANTEES AND FOR THE SUPERVISION
WHICH THE INNATE COMMUNITY WILL HAVE
TO GIVE TO THE “STATUTE™ AND FOR THE :

JURIDICAL FORM OF THIS COMMITMENT AND
OF THE EEQURD OF THE INTERESTED PARTIES.
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‘ Emﬁ,{#. AL 5‘;3 (IH“T”“L;A;;"”*- Ty INMARY TOCALITIES OF THE HOLY LAND APART
; pri o ’s g ﬂa%wa FROM. JERUSALEM THERE ARE IMPORTANT SHRINES
: : i prs - ' AND HOLY PLACES OF ONE OR OTHER RELIGIONS '
i :mngr%ﬁ”ﬁ"ﬂfgt]"sﬁcgf B o (CONFESSION.  SUITABLE GUARANTEES .mmsgus
OF ONEOR OTHER RELIGIOUS CONFESSION. e o :?:KEEEIS‘H ?:Hﬁ:ufaéﬁu AKD IN- .
» ., SUITABLE GUARANTEES ANMOGOUS TC PROTECTION, SHOULD BE o IDICAL -
| THOSE FOR THE CITY OF JERUSALEM AND . PUACES Atsh DED FOR THESE
. - IN SOME WAY LINKED TO ANY INTERNATIONAL AT & :
JURIDICAL PROTECTION SHOULD BE PROYIDED FOR TRESF S8 eomo Gt A e
| Puaces ALso. ! |
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