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STATEMENT MADE TO THE PRESS AT LUQA AIRPORT BY
H.E. HERR HANS DIETRICH GENSCHER, MINISTER OF FOREIGN

AFFAIRS OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY ON SATURDAY

18, NOVEMBER 1877

The topics of discussion in my talks with
Mr Mintoff included developments in the Mediterranean,
Africa and the Middle East as well as the present status
of the follow-up conference on European Security and
Cooperation in Belgrade. As you know in Helsinki a
declaration was signed and the implementation of this

declaration is now under discussion in Belgrade.

In my talks with the Prime Minister I took
the opportunity to explain the efforts undertaken by the
member countries of the Common Market to bring about
an increasingly closer relationship of discussion with
the countries of the Mediterranean. The Euro-Arab
dialogue is certainly an expression of this effort, it
has certainly contributed to bring about a greater extent

of stability in the situation of the Middle East.

Not only is the geographical situation of
Malta important but alsc the fact that Malta has good
relations both with the countries of the Eurcpean
Community as well as the countries of the Arab world.
We are prepared and willing to use these possibilities
and opportunities Malta has, in ordey to stabilise the
situation in the Mediterranean.

v PR







It is very well known that the Federal
Republic has very vigorously and energetically supported
the concept of further economic cooperation between

the European Community and Malta.

We respect the decision taken by Malta on the
way in which the country wants to embark in future,
the way of neutrality and following from this the
decision that the continued presence of the bases
should end here by the 31st March, 197%. From this
follows that with the end of this period a new
situation will be created for Malta which will make
it necessary for the friends of Malta both in Europe
and in the Arab world to undertake a special interest

in order to support and assist Malta.

The Government of the Federal Republic of
Germany is discussing this problem with the French and
Italian Governments, which are Mediterranean countries and

are particularly concerned and involved in this question.

Another subject of our talks and exchanges was
the body substance of a declaration of neutrality of Malta.
I think there is general interest in seeing this status
of neutrality as a clear status, an undisputed status;
this too can be a contribution to stability in the

Mediterranean.
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Furthermore we discussed .the possibilities
to assist Malta by making available to Malta experts
and technical equipment. These are questions which
will have to be studied within the framework of the

Federal Government.

To sum up: I can say that we are very
grateful for the extremely friendly way that we were
received here, for the hospitality that has been
extended to us, and above all for the very kind,
candid and efficient way in which our talks were conducted
This made it possible for us in the few hours available
to us to make progress in clarifying further the questions
which were on the agenda. We also have an idea of the

progress that has been made on the island.

This morning we had a ride across the island
and this refreshed memories of my heoliday which I spent
here a few years ago and I certainly note some progress
that has been made during this time. I think that all
of us would like to stay here to spend the week-end in

Malta unless we had other appointments.

Speaking for myself I have to attend another
conference tomorrow in Brussels where the federation of
European Liberal Parties will meet and where I will deliver
a speech myself. So I am taking leave by saying good-bye
to the people of Malta and wish all the citizens of Malta

good success for a peaceful and successful development.

Thank you very much.
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After Dr. Gonscher called on Mr Karamanlic at 7.30 p.o. for i nmet-:- .‘_,.___{ )
ing attended also b Forcign Minister Mr. Dimitrios Bitsios, Dircctore I
Gencrol of the Forcign Ministry Mr. Theodoropoulos, the pAnbassadom of @rocee n\*‘\:

to Donn Mr. Aristotelic Frycas and of Gernany to Ath-.ns, Mr. Gishert Poonsgen,
and the Dircctor of the Prime Minister's Political Burcau Anbassador lfolyvie
atis, tho Creek DPrine !linister said: o,

' 5 p
—— b

‘e had a wery friendly and useful talk with the Vigqe~Chancellor. We
discucscd bilateral, international and European natters. In the bilateral-
dattere there are uo problens. Cooperation betwoen our countriss is develop=
ing in an exceptionally fruitful manner in all scctors,

"On Zuropcan and international natters we accertained an identity of
vicwe, What I would like to stross particularly is the readiness with which
the Gernan governnent is unreservedly supporting Greece's aduirsion to the
Conion Market ~- and as a natter of fact it is offering to help to et the
relevant proodduren spoedud up, The fact sliould also be underlined that Cere
pany is the Hunber One custoner of Greeol products, and that furtiernore it
offers us military aid, which will continue,

"Therefore, the conclision is that T feel fully satisficd fron ny talks
with Mr. Genscher, .

Mr. Genacher in his turn skated: "Ve diccussed Groece's adnission to the
European Econoniec Connunity and I assured the Prine HMinister of the Federal
Covernnent's undividod support on tho issue. T aléo expressed tho wish that
Grecce will soon becono a menber of the Counmunity, The talk was friendly, and
held in a climate of mutual confidence. There are no bilateral probleris bge
tween Grooee and Test Germany, T would like to thank FPrenier Karananlis for
having given me the chance to have this talk. T would like to add that the
Prine liinister's personality enjoy [reat esteen anong the German Government,
the parties of tho German Parliament, and the Gernan people. We attach great .

significance to the fact that Grocce's political life is under Hr. Karamanlis!
lcadership today”,
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ECNN YICB=CHMAIICELLOR AND FOREIGH MINISTAR ARRIVES ON OFFICIAL VISIT

Vice~Chancellor and Foreign Minister of the Federal Republic of
Germany Ir. Hans=Dictrich Genscher arrived in Athens at 4.40 Pels yester—
day on a three-day official visit on the invitation of Greek Foreign Mi=
nister Mr. Dimitrios Bitsios.

The German Foreign Minister was greeted on arrival at Athens airport
by Mr. Bitsios, Greek Ambassador to Bonn Mr, Aristotelis Frydasy and West
German Ambassjdor to Athens, Mr, Gishert Poensgen, members of the German
Enbassy staff in Athens, hight Foreign Ministry officials, and others,

Dr., Genscher is accompanied by the Director of Political Affairs of
the Germen Foreign Ministry, Mr. Blech, Director of Buropean Affairs, Mr.
Denz, and other Cerman Foreign Ministry officials, ;

Hnléoming-ﬁis Gernman colleague, Mr, Bitsios said:

"The distinguiahnd visitor who has arrived today is a friend of our
country. He has reveatedly proved this in natters of dircct interest to
Greece and is a warm supporter of the Buropecn idca and Greece's partici-
pation in the Common Market. We welcome him with sincere feelings of friend-
ship",

Replying to Hre Ditsios, the German !linister said:

"Your Excellcncy, acceptance of your invitation to come to Greece is
not only a great honour, for ne, but also o great joy, to be here as the
guest of the Greek Government, and as the guest of Greece, a country with
which uy country maintains such close and firm ties of friendship and coo=
perations I am visiting you during a decisive phase for Greece, after your
country has subritted its application for entry to the European Community,
We consider this decision of historical significance, and preceisely for
this rcason wish thrg Greece should be aware that the Federal Democracy of
Gormany intends to fully support its entry into the European Community,in
the conviction that the minor vrocedural difficulties will be OVercome,

I believe that it is also up to us, the European ,ortners, to settle these
repaining difficulties, examine matters from a broad viewpoint, and set
aside egoistic denands.

"Beyond that, your Excelluncy, I am particularly happy to have the
opiortunity ef holding talks with you, I consider you as onv of Greeccels
promin.nt porconzlitics, and an extrenely plad that we shall be able o -
discucs mattors and contirus the talks wa have had at other intcrnational
neetings on world mattors that concern tho Kediterrancan countrics, and so
to.deepon our rolations®,

it Bitsios roplied: "lr. Vice-Chanccller, I thank you for the fri.ndly
warti fuolings you have expressed for ny country, and T am certain you will
realize how cordially thex{iﬁ!urnad while you have your contactc with the
Gregl loadership’,
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Later, Foroign ilinistor D. Ritciés hosted a dinner in honour of the
geruan gucsts at the King Georpe Hotel,

Foreign Minister Biteios! Dinner O5poociit

w yr Vico-Chancellor, The ro~d that brought you to our country from
Gerpony is, traditionally, a aide avenue on which pcople and goods are
noving in both directioas. Put first and foremost it is an avenue of the
cpirit, For, likoe Cocthew Iphigenia, the Garnan coul is reaching out for
arecers, while claseical Gorman thought has stinulatcd contcuporary Greok
thirnking. It is, therefore, with tho warmest of feolings, that we velcoio
you nad LTS, Genceher, as well as your collaborators, here in . thens,

vgenturics ago, in an unequalled flash of the lhunan intellect,Grock
thirkers ghaped a cupurior way of life, and were the spiritual forbcars Of
t:e breathtaking "0do to Joy" that was born on the banks of the Rhine. In
today's world, we arc further united by our conmon attachment to the ideals
of frecdon, dedocracy and justice,

npiis long past as well as present reality have built bridgrc on whickg -
“irtory marches forvard cteadily, bridges, that cnhance the foecling of
affinity, gencrated LY our Turopuan kinship.

nohis T think, is the conrnt to add, Mr yice-Chancellor, that in
your p.irson ue wolcone one of the chanpions of the Turopean idea, I vwould
1ike to veize tiic opportunity to acsuré you that the Greck poople deeply
apprecinte the asoistance of the Gernan governaent, as well as your ovn pre=
cious personal contribution townrds our integration in the Furopean Comnuni=
ties,

e in Grocce have cnbraced the european idea ever since we consciously
¢ oce to necpotiate our “gsociation with the Common Market. Even tlhien did we
diucern the evolutionary pocaibilities opened up by the Treaty of Done, and
rocognized it as the .abodifiont of tho hopes for an cver closor pagprochenent
between the Europonn 2tates, g

gur accession is secen by us as yet another way of safeguarding eur
deroeratic institutionsa, through the solidarity of free Turopcan states,
Qur e¢conopic dovolopaent to which your country contributed so generously

has enabled us to initiate tlic negotiations for menbership with strong ]:llp.
of success, g

"Mr. Vice~Chancecllor, Our tuo peoples know through bitter experihnch
what lack of democracy Deans, and are deternined to protect their institu-
tions as well as their national independence,

nohey are alco davoted to the high ideals enshrined in the U.N. Chartor
and have allicd thonselves in the dofonse of these ideals.

#WIn our particular geograplical area, our policy ainms at tho peaceful
aettleront of disputes. whirever they exist, We hope that our attachment to
tiie -olicy will bo windicated with the assitance of all thos 04® followed
and understood the sincerity of our intentions,

;‘l’f-
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iMr Vice-Chancellor, I wﬁulﬂ not like to conclude ny remarks without
expressing our deep appreciation of the opportunity offered by your govern-
pent to thousands of Greeks to work and acquire mew ekills in your hospitable
country. -

"The great nunber of these CGrecks living in Germany, the thousande of \
Germans who visit Greoce anmually, the Greck students at your univereities, . ..
and tho mumercus young Germanas who flock to Greeco to becone acqudinted mot °
only with the legacy of our emcestors but aloo with our contemporary way of - :
1ife, all thoso contacts betweon our twe peeplos have brought thon closer . :Hc & _
together and are giving the two goveranonts more scope in developing their /! vl
inter-State relations in greater depth. vt

MYour prescnce hare offers us the pleasant and valuablc opportunity . 3 s
to work towards this goal, thus confirming the excellent clinatagfithe rev o & . L0
lations between our two countries I thank you for giwing us thin appertenity,.d _§¢
and I ask those present to raise their glasses to the bealth of ‘H.B, ,the: = 58 ?ﬁ
President of the Federal Republic Mr Sheel, to the welfare and hnppinces il
of the German people, and to the health and happindss of Vice-Chandello¥ and
Hrs Gensheer', . : ; ; 54 Pz

Dr. Genmchor's Rdply: - b ' : : i aid

Da™

Dr. Genscher replicd to Mr. Ditsios's toast as follows: 2.
N1 thank you for yous cordial welcom= to ny wife and myself, Your

hosnitality, whiceh is co characteristic of the Greek people, has made a deap

inpression on us, You'and I have known each other for years, and in tae

cource of our talks today we were able to make reference to éarlier ecounters.

{e have long since established a firo basis for relations betwean our two

countried that are charosterised by traditional friondship, Theé ecteen folt

in Germany for Groece and her people is bdsed not only on our admiration for

tho great cultumal achiovements of classical antiquity, Ve view the wiole ‘
developaent of Greek'life from the classical city-state to'the modern nation

as a uniforn process, e _ s r A

¥ ,'-u.ﬂ_ = :.' s

: _ : : ; L _ 4
ieide fron the cultural achicvenents, what impreosses us most ig'th ﬁdi&}ﬁ
Greel people's proud and indomitable determination to live in ﬁenﬁuﬂ% 'lﬁl'.i“ - e
gcame time, we admire the decisiveness and world experience with which tNe’ - "F ! ?EE
X

- ™ ol o L

Greek people and’ thoir politicul leaders know how to ensure their countxy!s :

place in the Community of nations, It is no coincidence that your histery - - :
and language have given the world two nomentous concepts: the orgnnication. .. ¥ {ﬂ
of politics as an art for coexistence among men and peoples, and democracy j,*
as the form of such cooxistence, which establishes froedon and guatice in & Vo
the best possible manner, . 2 v

l@elations botweon countries today are no longer shaped by poets, solien=
tists, diplomats and stotesmen alone. Nearly 200,000 of your fallow-countrymen
have chosen Germany as the land of their residence cither for a lodger am
shorter titre, They hold a rospoctable place in our socicty An even eater ~
punber of German tourists cope to visit your country svery year. Wh ‘men peet
and become acquainted, this leads to and undorstanding of each otherls chara- -
otoristics im u way which was almost inconceivable a few decades ago. 2%

4 F3

l‘fl
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nThe co.xistence among the peonles of Zurope hac assumed a new level due
to the conciant corntact between broad masses of the populations of various
countriecs We know thot today no European Goverrment can guarantee its people
security and welfare by relying execlusively on iis own policicss Eurcpean
unity, and the Wostern Alliance offer our peosles the possibility to safeguard
their position in the world, and contribute to ils developments Europe cannot
and does no%t wish to zive up Greece's coniribution, and Greece has responded by
her determination to become a membor of the Europcan community with full rights
and obligationse 7rom that point of view, there is much more to Greek Community

membership than economic aspucis onlye. :

"From the very start, the Groock govurnment hes sot itsolf a eloar political
aims to offer iis contribution to the covorgrowing union among Zuropcan peoploSe
Wo rejoice at this, and I reiterates Grecce may roly on us even if thore should
be difficulticc on the road to the Cornunity which rill surely be overcomes =3
T do not wish to minimise such nroblems, but the Durone of the future will S

be achicved enly through nowerful solitical decisions. !/e cannot allow ourselves
to paralyso this develonment by adosting a selfish nolicye - i

"Your couniry is faced with difficultics of an enlirely different nature, .
dealing wita *he pgrave situation in the Lastern Mediterranean ever sinceo
the surmer of 1974, thc roots of waich go well back into historye Such a
siturtion within the south-eastern flank of the Alliance is a source of grave
concern to the Fedural lenublic of Germanys Our greatest wish is to oee
two pconlus th:tgﬂﬁ? friends, Greece and Tuskay, to »ut aside tho shadows
of the nast, and in future seck a solution to thosc s=oblemss e are willing
to do cvorything within our -ower to hel» make this a succecss

#"The democrufs in Euronc have an hictoric mission to ensure frecdom
inwards and outwords, achieve social justice, and overcome differnces in the
development of, and make their contribution te, a just balance of interests
among count ice of the third worlds We shall be able to mhieve this ozly
by a common effort. That is where the cormon oblipgation of Furopecan democracies
1i-ge ile - Germans and Grecks alike == reccgnice this oblization and will
act accordingly",

Full programme of the visit: .

The programme of Dre Genscher's visit ic as follows:

Yesterday:
16,32 Arrival in Athens

17.25 Call on Mre. Ditsios at the Foreign Minigiry for a private meeting
18430 Call on the precidert of the Nepublie
19,30 Call on the Prime Minioter

"21.00 0fficial dinner by Mre and Mrse D. Bitsios in honour of the
Federal Vice-Chancellor and Mme. Genscher at the King George Hotels

Todays

09400~10,00 Visit to the Agronolis

10430-13+00 Confercnce at the Foreipn Hinistry

13405-1%.25 Preus confercnce to German juuraalists at the Grande Bretagne

o/o
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Er hat sich zwar wacker geschlagen, aber, um
ehrlich zu sein, er wurde vdllig iiberspielt,

besonders von Ceaucescu.
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VISITING GERMN DUFFICE MINISDER Has TALKS IN ATHENS:
CORVEYS PENSOMAL MESSAGE TO PRAMILR FRQL“EEEWGELLDR SCHMIDT
. The Federal Gernon Defence Minister, lir, Georg Leber, who is paying an

officirl visit to lAthens, yesterday caolled on the Foreign Minister, lir, Bi=
tsios, gcconpanied Yy the Federal Gernan pnbassador, Mr, Onken,

Mr. Leber nnd Mr. Bitsios exchaonged viows on recent foreign policy de=
velop:ents, with particulor enphasis on Greek=Turkish relations,. -

lir, Leber reportedly expressed his country!s interest rnuurding the
orea snd security in it.

.fter the neoting, Mr, Leber drove to the Pentogon, where he wad gres= |
ted by the National Defence Minister, lir, jpverof, cnd the Deputy Chief of the '
trned Feress, Lt. General Vazolos, The neetin; begen with the projeotion of
a docunemiary on the recent ‘rned Forces exercise code-naned "Ptoleney",
showing the conbat capolility of the Fnrcuﬂ and national defence p!lpuridllli
The showing wrs =lso gttended by the {rpsd Forces leandership and senior stdff '

cfficiale. /fterwards, Mr., LeLer cnd lMr. fverof conferred on notters of in=
tereat iz Loth countrieas, especielly with rezard to cooperation in the nili-
tary sactor. i

g ondnrernto AN L ng Centrae

The two linisters, scconpanied Ty the Federal Gernon jAnbassador nnd
other orficizls, then boarded 2 helicopter that took then to the Commendo
Trzo.uing Cenire st legalo Pefko, where they nttended the presentation cere-
reny of nilitary equipnent supplied to Greek units undsr o German defonce 2id
plon,

Speaking ot the cereuony, Mre. Averof pointed out thot the equipnent
wap only o small part of whet Federsl Gernany had grentod under o HATO de=
fence gid plan, The consignnent was synbolic Lecouse the renaining equipnent
would ccver naval cond gir force nezds. .

Mr. tverof thuonked Mr, Leber on lLeholf of the Stote and the Arnmed For=
cos for what he termed g useful and fricndly pesture, ~nd pdded the hope that
ilr, Leber hzl gothercd the inpression th-t Greece looked upon Foderal Gerna-
ny r8 r friendly country, c country of progress with which Greece hod good
and eloge relations that remained undisturbed,

ﬂpl sin= t. lr, iverof!s zddress, Mr, Leber expressed his rleasure ot
tein  lven the opportunity to Le anon; Gruek officials and soldiers as their
[ue8%, an stressad that the invitctian they extended to hin wos a great ho=
nouz tg hin, %@ was, he said, particulerly inpressed by the fact that he had
Hed the opportunity to have useful talks with the Greek Defence ond Foreign
Sinigtars,

"we linve core here todsy to aese part of' the materisl which ny country
{;ives yours," ha g-id. "You, MNr, finister, have nlready spoid thot this is port
of the lhardware raceivad Uy the asrny, irrespective of the maoterinl which is

ofn
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received Ly the pir Force and the Novy. The vehicles which we see¢ here today
constitute only n synbolic sanple of the weapons and hardware which you, Mr,
Minister, have Just described as ossistance, This is, of course, - their ain,

But 'aesistance! would not perhaps Lo the corract word for this npterial, It

is, of course, nid, But it is 2lso n demonstrotion of the connon effort which >
links us together within the 4lliance,

'We oll know that no country in the i1lionce is in o position to de=
fend itselys alone, Each one of us neads the other's solidarity and pssiston-
ce, Vle consider it o Privile;e to display solidarity,

"I ao particularly pleased rt tha fact that what we are synbolically

doins here =t this nonent is the expression of the £00d relations between

our governnents and the friendship axisting between our two countries, This

friendship 15 sonething that helps us n-intnin peace and security, os well os

the. sense of froternity of our soldiers, .
"The Alliance snd this haridware is not directed ngainst any specifio

target. It is used for the preservation of peance and independence, I wish

that you ney use it for Dany yeoars in peace, and it Day never be necessary

to use it in war,»

Following Mr, Leler's ndiress, he was briefed on the nission cnd the
work of the connando unite. He then watched spectacular exercises ond displays
with the Poarticipoation of frognen, reconnaissance -nd denolition units, ond
paratroopers,

4t the end of the exercises, the Gernan Minister expressed his adnirp=
tion for this elite corps of the Creek prry, and eongratulated the nen who
took part in the exercises and dispiays,

Mr. Averof lapter expressed his utrmost satisfoction to the conmandos who
perticipated in the exercise, those who organiged it, -nd to Mojor Ceneral
Ge Vorries, Director of Conncndos o t the sroy Connend, Hr, pverof rdded thot
the boldhess of. the oxercises, the precision yith which thoy were carried out,
ond the results achieved caused the ndniration of his Gernan counterpart, and .
tha t it wes with : profound sense of pride that he heard yr, Leber's opinion
on then. He 0lso scid that he was Porticularly sztisfied to hpve once aganin
asgertained that the training ond norale of the greek irned Forces are very
high,

In the afternocon, thc two Hinistors visited Delphi,

Mee ting with Prenienr

Later in the evening, Mr, Lober cclled on the Prine Minister, Mr, Karo-
nanlis, acoonpanied by the German inbassodor to Athens, Mr, Onken, ond Mr,
Averof, Mr, Korananlieg and JMr, Leber confarred for alnost an hour on natters
of connon interest to the two countries,

Mr. Leber conveyed to the Prine Minister » personal nessagce fron Chan=
cellor Helmut Schnidt and his rersonal greetings. plthou:h the contents of
the message were not rinde known, -n offieial stotenent issued sfter the reet=

Scheid & ¢ portunity to reaf-
i id that Choneellor Schridt sveiled hinself of the oppor
I?ﬁnﬂiha Goriion peoplel!s x. 2. z2kip for the people of (Greecce, as well as the
intorosts of the Born Cover.swnt in « closer cooperation with the Goveranent

of Ureecg,=
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