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26 May 1989

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether he
will make a statement on his meeting with the Prime Minister
of the State of Israel on 23rd May.

No 157W

ME WALDEGRAVE

My right honourable and learned Friend the Secretary of

State and I had a frank and friendly exchange of views on
Middle Eastern issues with Mr Shamir. We welcomed his L
proposals for elections in the Occupied Territories as a
useful step forward, but emphasised the need for progress

towards a solution based on territory for peace.
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Written Answers to Questions

PRIME MINISTER

Human Hights

Mr. Atkinson: To ask the Prime Minister if she will say
what further improvemeats in human nghts performunce
in the Soviet Union will satisly the criteria of Her
Majesty's Government for attending 2 human rghts
conlerence in Moscow in 1991,

The Prime Minister: We have agreed in principle to a
Moscow human rights conference in 1991, provided that
recent prograss in the Soviet human rights performance is
maintained und consolidated, but obviously much remains
to be done. If we are to attend such a conlerence

the promised changes in Sovict criminal legislation
must have b-:n:nimplemfntcd.includmglh: abhoalitivn or
amendment of the political und religious articles:
there must be ellective Buaranices ol Iree Specch,
frecdum of religion und Mreedom 1o emigrate, us well as
of penuine judicial independence:

there must be no politicul or religious prisoners and no
long-term refuseniks:

the Moscow conference must be held under enaclly the
same conditions as the CS5CE meetings in the Wes:
there must be no going back on the iImprovements
which have already taken pluce and which made it
pessible lor us to sgree in principle te a Moscow
conflercnce,

All this assumes that nothing has happened in (he

meantime seriously to undermine the greatly improved

- state of East-West relations,



EXTRACTS FROM PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH AT THE DINNER FOR
PRESIDENT GORBACHEV AT 10 DOWNING STREET
ON 6 APRIL 1989

(These Extracts deal with HUMAN RIGHTS and SOVIET JEWRY)

"We very much welcome the increase in the numbers of people allowed
to leave the Soviet Union and the greater tolerance shown towards

those who want to practise their religious beliefs.

"Of course we are pleased when families are reunited and those who
want to emigrate can do so: but we also look forward to the changes
in the law which you have promised, which will make these the rights
of every person, so that they can be claimed and enforced and not

given as privileges which can one day be taken away."
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BEC RADIO 4 PROGRAMME "PM" - WEDNESDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 1989
ITEM RELATING TO PROSPECTS FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE
INTERVIEW WITH MOSHE ARENS MK

RORY McLEAN

The Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr Moshe Arens, has been in London today for
talks with the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary. Mr Arens is a
leading Israeli ‘'hawk' and has expressed dismay recently at the British
rapprochement with the PLO. Britain has been urging Israel to make a response
to what the British Government feels is a softening of the PLO position. Qur
Diplomatic Correspondent, Paul Reynolds, asked Mr Arens how the talks went:

MOSHE ARENS MK

I think that we had a very good talk. It was certainly a long talk as such
talks go. I found a friend at 10 Downing Street. Mrs Thatcher is a great
friend of Israel and has a very deep commitment to the security of the State
of Israel and the people who live in Israel. I think there was very
considerable common ground in our cpinions on a number of subjects. We're
going to maintain contact and Mrs Thatcher would like to help the peace
process in area and move forward and I think it's quite possible that she may
be able to be of assistance.

PAUL REYNOLDS
Yet Britain 1s asking for what it calls 'a positive response’ to the perceived

new position adopted by the PLO. Are you willing, after your talks here, to
give such a response?

MOSHE ARENS MK

Mrs Thatcher did not make any concrete requests of me or of the State of
Israel. The discussion was a general one looking into various alternatives.
I think she quite correctly stated that any initiative should be very well
thought out in advance. She fully understands the camplexity of the situation
and we have to be sure that any move that is made will produce a positive
result and not the contrary.

PAUL REYNOLDS

The substance of what Mrs Thatcher is saying though in more general terms is
that Israel should make some contact with the PLO or should make some positive
response.  Britain has had its own meeting with Yasser Arafat. Why have you
got on so well with her if your policies seem to be so divergent?

MOSHE ARENS MK

Mrs Thatcher did not ask of me that we make a positive response to the PLO. I
think that Mrs Thatcher is fully aware of the dangers of terrorism and of the
great care that has to be taken and deciding how it is you're going to deal
with a terrorist organisation and we have our views about the PIO as being the
arch terrorist organisation and is responsible for the worst atrocities the
world has seen since World War II.

olo



[TN CHANNEL 4 "7PM NEWS" - WEDMESDAY 1S5TH FEBRUARY 1989
ITEM RELATING TO PEACE PROSPECTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST
INTERVIEW WITH MOSHE ARENS MK, ISRAELI FCREIGN MINISTER

PETER SISSONS

--. by Mrs Thatcher for the Israeli Government to respond to recent PLO peace
initiatives. The Prime Minister urged Israeli flexibility when she met Mr
Arens earlier today - her first contact with a high-level Member of the Right
Wing Likud Party since she visited Israel three years ago. Today's meeting
reflects Britain's growing involvement in Middle East peace moves.

Moshe Arens appears keen for Mrs Thatcher to play a key part in the peace
process. His visit to Britain today is the start of a diplomatic offensive

aimed at regaining the ground Israel has lost to the Palestinians in recent
menths.

Israel's problem is that their old enemy, Yasser Arafat, is now seen in the
world at large as a man who can bring peace. The PLO is now recognised by
more than seventy countries, so the pressure has been mounting on Israel to
take a more flexible line with the Palestinians, especially in the occupied
territories. More than four hundred people have been killed and thousands

more injured in the fifteen months since the start of the Palestinian uprising
on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip.

And only last week, Israel was heavily criticised by the United States for
human rights abuses. A State Department report accused Israeli soldiers of
causing many avoidable deaths and injuries and said there were many cases of

unjustified killing which didn't result in Israeli prosecutions or
disciplinary actions.

The Super Powers and much of the internaticnal community now agree on the” way
forward - an international peace conference under the auspices of the United

Nations. Negotiations which, yesterday in the Cammons, Mrs Thatcher said
she'd be urging Mr Arens to start:

MARGARET THATCHER PM

Perhaps the most encouraging aspect of the present situation is that everyone
realises that the status quo can't last and there must be negotiations. I
believe that the negotiations must be well prepared and I shall indeed by
urging Mr Arens to take advantage of the new opportunities which have opened
up.

PETER SISSONS

Wwell Mr Arens is with us now in the studio. What are you doing to take
advantage of the new opportunities that have opened up?

MOSHE ARENS MK

I don't know that new opportunities have opened up but I think the
circumstances are such that a renewed effort is needed to see if we can
breathe same life into the peace process, get negotiations going. You know
Israel has been ready for peace throughout the years of its existence; has had
to fight five wars just to survive; it took thirty years for Fgypt to come to

the peace table - thirty years and five wars - and we haven't had any progress
since. 5o we will take some initiatives.

We have a new Government. Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East.
It tock some time before they put the Government together. We are now in the
process of deliberations. Also contact with foreign leaders, like Mrs
Thatcher, and I expect that our Prime Minister will come up with an initiative
that hopefully will be successful.



And who are you going to negotiate with?

MOSHE ARENS MK
Well that's the big question in the Middle East - who are the interlocutors?

There are some countries that seem to have no interest in making peace with
Israel or negotiating with Israel.

PETER SISSONS
The PLO 1s interested in making peace with Israel.

MOSHE ARENS MK

well I wouldn't be so sure of that. You know the PLO is the arch terrorist
organisation in the world.

PETER SISSCNS
But they've renounced terrorism.

MOSHE ARENS MK
Well they've renounced it and they're still practising it. We have
intercepted a terrorist gang just last wesk on our northern border.

PETER SISSONS
That's not cne of Arafat's gangs, is it?

Yes 1t 1s one of Arafat's gang. Arafat said or Arafat's pecple said that they

were on a military mission - it wasn't a terrorist mission but a military
missicrn.

PETER SISSONS

There's those who believe it actually is a group not associated directly with
Yasser Arafat.

MOSHE ARENS MK
No, no - associated 8irectly with the PLO and the PLO toock responsibility and
said this was a military action, not a terrorist action, but far more serious
the PLO threatens the lives of Palestinian Arabs in the West Bank and in Gaza.
Anybody who doesn't tow the line is threatened, is fire-bambed - four people
were killed in the first two weeks of the month of January. Anybedy who spoke
up has been told by Mr Arafat personally - he said 'I will put ten bullets in
the chest of anybody who talks about ending the intifada' - so terrorism is
continuing and this is one of the major problems that faces the area. I
discussed that with Mrs Thatcher today, that this kind of intimidation of
course makes it very difficult for people to came forward and negotiate.

PETER SISSCNS
Do you not accept that pecple can turn from terrorism to peaceful politics?

MOSHE ARENS MK
Well I would say in theory as far as ...

FETER SISSONS
The world 1s full of people who've done that.

MOSHE ARENS MK

In theory that's probably not impossible but when you lock at a group of
people who have perpetrated the worst atrocities the world has seen since
World War IT ...

PETER SISSONS

There's other groups who've carried out terrorist atrocities. I mean you
can't lay them all at the door of the PLO.




MOSHE ARENS MK

I'm not laying them all at the door of the PLO but I think the PLO is
recognised to be the top terrorist organisation. Hijacking aircraft was
invented by them; blowing up commercial airlines in mid-air - that was
invented by them.

PETER SISSONS

But they've renounced that. They say they're not going to do that anymore.
Why not give peace a chance?

MOSHE ARENS MK

well as I said to you a moment ago, they're still practising terrorism.
They're sitting out there in Tunis. They do not come from the towns and
villages of the West Bank and Gaza. They talk about the right of return to
Israel proper - to the cities and villages of Israel. They're not talking
about peace.

PETER SISSONS

But surely, say six months in Geneva with the PLO, would show you whether they
were 1interested in peace or not?

MOSHE ARENS MK ;

You gdon't have to sit in Geneva - you can sit right here in London or you can
sit in Jerusalem and see if they're continuing to terrorise the population; if
they continue to carry out terrorist acts at the present time - they do.

PETER SISSONS

Let me put to you what a Cabinet colleague of yours, Ezer Weizman, wrote in
one of our prominent newspapers yesterday. 'The PLO is the only organisation
that could have, might have, I hope has, authority on a solution between us
and them.'

MDSEE ARENS MK
And you would like me to respond to that? He also extended same compliments

to me personally in that article which you may have noticed. He calledme a
‘fascist' or a 'neo-fascist'.

PETER SISSONS
'A square-head on the borderline of fascist'.

MOSHE ARENS MK
I think that tells you something about the credibility of the man.

FETER SISSONS
But he has a point, doesn't he? He says when people say the PLO wants to
destroy Israel, he says he wets himself with laughter. They can cause

problems, he says. They are a nuisance but anyone who throws bricks and
bottles at you does it because he has no Fl6s and no tanks.

You're talking of them wanting to destroy you but they've got nothing to
destroy you with.

MOSHE ARENS MK

You know the day I left Israel, yesterday morning, at the airport before I got
on the plane a gentleman came to see me and it turned out to be - it was the
man who had driven his car a few months ago and it was fire-bombed. His wife
was killed and his youngest daughter was killed; his two other children
heavily burned; he, himself disfiqured and the reason he came to me was
because a week ago, at the same spot, a car was fire-bombed - the occupant of
the car burned alive - and he said to me 'how much longer is this going to go
on'. So I think you want to lock at it from the point of view of the victim
and then it doesn't seem that innocent at all.



PETER SISS0NS
Alright. Are you saying never ever will you talk to this organisation?

MOSHE ARENS MK
No. I'm saying that Israel should talk and find ways of talking.

PETER STISSCNS
To the PLO?

MOSHE ARENS MK

To those countries who are at war with Israel - that's Syria, Irag, it's
Lebancn, it's Jordan and Saudi Arabia, to the Palestinian population in Judea,
Samaria and Gaza. The Palestinian population in the West Bank, by the way,
are all Jordanian citizens. If it should turn out that King Hussein is not
ready to talk with them then we should find, must find, I think eventually
will find interlocutors, authentic representatives in the area. Hopefully the
PLO's not going to shoot them.

The most praminent Palestinian in the area was the former Mayor of Nablus,
... €l Masri. He was shot down in the street by the PLO.

PETER SISSONS
What about having a referendum in Israel on whether to talk to the PLO?

MOSHE ARENS MK
We just had a referendum. You know Israel is the only democracy in the Middle

East and we 1just had elections and the Party that I represent won the
elections.

PETER SISSONS

Well you haven't ruled out talking to the PLO. You're not one of these
politicians who says 'never ever'.

MOSHE ARENS MK

No - I'm saying to you who it is we should be talking to with a chance of
arriving at peace and it's not with the chief terrorist organisation. It's
with Jordan; it's with the representatives of the Palestinian population in
the area itself; it's with the other Arab countries ... if they're ready to
come forward and talk to us - right now they're not.

PETER SISSONS

What about the other principle proposition that your politicians in your own
Cabinet hold dear the notion of land for peace. Are you saying that never
ever will land be negotiated for peace?

MOSHE ARENS MK

Well I remind you that Israel signed the only peace agreement we have so far -
the one with Egypt - paying a tremendous price, by the way in land - all of
the Sinai, the oil wells, the installations that we had there. We had to
remove Israelis living in the area. We paid that price and we made peace with
Egypt. I think there is no need to and it is not hopeful at all to discuss or
to try to get Israel to say before the negotiations ever start just what our
positions are going to be and what the outcome of the negotiations are going
to be. That's what negotiations are all about - everyone comes forward
without pre-conditions.

PETER SISSONS

So when are we going to get these negotiations? You talk about them actually
as if they may be just round the corner.

MOSHE ARENS MK

Well the peace process in the Middle East moves at a glacial pace and it's not
our fault.



PETER SISSCONS
Well you voted against Camp David. Is it safe in your hands?

MOSHE ARENS MK
Is Camp David safe in my hands?

PETER SISSCONS

No. Is the peace process safe in the hands of a man who voted against Camp
David?

MOSHE ARENS MK

Well I don't at all feel guilty for having voted against it because you know,
when you sign a peace agreement, the subject under discussion are the
conditions of the agreement. I thought the condition that required Israelis
to be moved, to be transferred out of the area, were conditions that were not
consistent with peace and I'd say again. I don't think that you have to move
people around when you make peace. People can stay where they are but once
the agreement has been signed - you know that in Britain - in a democratic
country that agreement cammits everybody, whether you voted for it, whether
you voted against it or whether you thought the conditions were right or not,
you're committed to it. This is the building block today on which we have to

build the super structure of peace agreements with the other countries in the
area.
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Her Indoors at
Number 10. A lavish
refurbishment was
begun this August

MRS

9 @

| KITCHEN
CABINET

‘“Thou shalt not leak’ is the
First Commandment in Mrs

Thatcher’s inner circle. But
even among her intimates
there are leakers enough for
Robert Harris to paint his
riveting picture of life at the
court of Queen Margaret

PHOTOGRAPH BY DAVID GAMBLE
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Thatcher i5

watching  televi-

s10M.

tan, her former

Home Secretary, appears on  the

screen. ‘Aaaargh!’ the Prime Minis-
ter shricks. “Thar man 15 so ugly!”

This little anecdote of life at the

court of Queen Margaret was

recently told by the journalist

Christopher Monckton, a former

member of the Prime Minister's

Palicy Unit. Mr Monckton - no eil

painting himself, it has to be said - |
printed the story in a profile of

another member of the Thatcherite
inner circle, Professor Sir Alan Wal-
ters, who i about o return to
Downing Street as the Prime Minis-
ter's chiefl economic adviser.

‘Mrs Thatcher,” Mr Monckion
wrote, presumably drawing on

|
Leon Brir-

first-hand experience, ‘is feminine
and norices evervthing about the
| men around her..." Thus poor
l.eon serves three years in the wil-
derness after Westland, and is only
now rewarded by exile to the Euro-
pean Commission. Meanwhile: *Sir
Alan’s smile, and his husky voice,
would probably be anractive to
women.'

It 15 one of the many ironies of
the Thatcher years that this most
tough and ruthless of Prime Minis-
ters is said by her intimates to be as
susceptible to charm and good looks
as a Mills & Boon heroine. Can one
imagmme Harold Wilson watching
Roy Jenkins on television and
wincing at his bald patch? Or James
Callaghan employing Dr Bernard
Donoghue as an adviser because of
his cheeky grin and crinkly hair?
| Yer that, apparently, is one of the

criteria for success in the Thatcher-
ite inner circle. Her favourite adver-
tising man, Tim Bell, is said by
colleagues to take her flowers when-
ever he wisits her, and to agonise
over which might prove the most
effective: a huge bouquet or a single
red rose. ‘Flirtation is a key part of
that relationship,’ says one of Bell's
former employees. ‘1 like,) Mrs
Thatcher once admitted, ‘to be
made a fuss of by a lot of chaps.’

It is considered indelicate - not to
say sexist - to mention it, but the
truth is that a strange sexual chem-
istry fuels the operation of the
Thatcher Government. Her rela-
tionship with Cecil Parkinson, in
particular, is evidence of her capac-
ity for forming strong artachments.
She waited four years after the Sara
Keays scandal to bring him back,
against the advice of senior Minis-

r—— T T

late-night
speech-writing
session, Mrs
Thatcher will
suddenly disappear
into her kitchen and
produce plates of
bacon and eggs

ters like Lord Whitelaw. Now he is
be Chancellor of the
Exchequer. One ex-member of the
Cabinet was recently asked whether
Parkinson now had sufficient licence
to be able to tell the Prime Mimster
when she was making a 1 ke.
‘Cecil would never tell her =ne'd
made a mistake,” was the reply.
‘He'd say, “Prime Minister, you
were wonderful. But vou'd be even
more wonderful il you did it this
way . .."" That is the way to ger on
in this Government

Sometimes the Prime Minister is
motherly: if you have a cold, as the
Home Secretary, Hurd,
discovered recently, she will cluck
about you, ordering you to wrap up
warmly and take plenty of medicine.
Advisers have rcported that in the
middle of late-night speech-writing
sessions, she will suddenly disappear
into her kitchen in the flar above
Number 1o and return to thrust
plates of bacon and eggs at her
hungry minions.

Somerimes the Prime Mini is
seductive: immaculately grobmed
late at night, making her way to
vote through the corridors of West-
minster, a slight smell of whisky on
her breath - a cool and sophisticated
woman in a man's world.

Sometimes she is terrifying, like
the female monster at the heart of a
Rider Haggard adventure story: rip-
ping apart some hapless official for
an ill-thought-our answer, or casu-
ally disposing of some Minister who
has loyally served her for a decade.

But, above all, she is unapproach-
able. After nearly 14 years as Tory
leader and 1o years as Prime Minis-
ter she is the Conservative Party’s
Virgin Queen, capable of appearing,
to any single colleague ar any

in line to

Douglas

B
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This most tough

and ruthless of
Prime Ministers
is susceptible to
charm and good

looks

given me, awesome, unpredictable,
inspiring, inconsiderate, imperious,
kindlv, cruel and utterly impossible,

HE FIRST require-
ment for any Queen s
a Courr. After 1o vears
in  power, Margaret

lhatcher has the most
extensive - and - expensive - retinue
of personal adviseérs of any Prime
Minister in our history. Study them
closely and a pattern emerges - an
interlocking network of men (there
wre hardly any women) that divides
roughly into four: the Official Fam-
ily, the ldealogues, the Groupies
and the Groomers.

Although the Prime Minister
preaches the virtues of frugality, she
keeps her Court in style, In the past
few wvears, the cost of running her
| privatz office in Downing Street has
climbed steeply: from 4.4 million

in 1986 1o L4000 million in 1987 10
£5.4 million this year - an annual
“wion rate of more than 1o per
v .y well ahead of the much-toured
| national average. On top of this, in
August, work started on a lavish
| refurbishment of NMumber 1o atself,

Robin Butler,
Cabinet Secretary

Nigel Wicks,
the PM's PPS

Mrs Thatcher's
relationship with
Cecil Parkinson is
evidence of her
capacity for forming
strong attachments.
She brought him
back against the
advice of senior
Ministers

lhatcher chose the curtains

| at an estmated cost of f3j00.000. |
| Mrs

and the carpets (in a regal shade of

red) herself.
In the same period, the amount
voted o the Queen in the Civil List

has increased by less than 5 per

cent, For the first ime, the Prime |

Minister 15 costing the taxpayer

more than the Sovereign. Last vear, |

Mrs Thatcher ook from the Exche-
quer around fhoo.ooo more than
the Queen. This year, the gap has
widened o almost £1 million

The highest-paid
SNumber 1o 15 the Prime Mimster's
Principal Private Secretary, Mr
MNigel Wicks, a Grade II civil ser-
vant receiving £45,500 per year. He
i5 closely followed by her Chief
Press Officer, Mr Bernard Ingham,
who earns [43.000. Third is the
favourite of her Private Secretaries,
Mr Charles Powell, who tkes home

official  in

{34,000, The poorest-paid
employee at Number 10 is a
part-time cook who, after seven

years with Mrs Thatcher, earns just
£bg per week.
Technically, the most powerful

avil servant in Downing Strect

OFFICIAL FAMILY

_ Bernard Ingham,
Chief Press Officer

should be the Cabiner Secretary, Sir
Robin Butler -a man who bicycles
in to work and whose dunes include
taking the minutes at Cabinet mect-
ings. But the grearest day-to-day
influence in the Official Family is
exercised by Charles Powell {who,
unlike his Labour-voting brother,
insists that the family name is pro-
nounced ‘Pole’).

Mr Powell, 46, is a Foreign
Office smoothie who was seconded
to Downing Street in 1984, Insiders
deseribe him as the sort of son the
Prime Mimster would have hked to
have had - suave, charming, bright
(King's School, Canterbury, and
MNew  College, Onxford) -in  other
words, definitely not the kind of
chap who'd fail his accountancy
exams and ger lost in the Sahara.
He caught her ecye during the
negotiation of the Rhodesian
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Sir John Hoskyns,

gx-Policy Unit head

settlement, and four vears later she
| pulled him out of his posung in
| Brussels o handle loreign matters
in Downing Street

Since then, a temporary second-

nt has turned into  something

we o a permancnt relationship -
much to the envy of his superiors in
the Foreign Office. He should have
| moved on o a manor ambassador-
ship, bur unkind tongues say that
nowadavs nothing less than Wash-
| ington or Moscow would do. When
Vs Thatcher held her private talks
| Vikhail Gorbachov,
| was the only official ar her side
When  Presudent  Reagan
|over in June, Powell and his wifie,
| Carla (also a favourite of the Prime
i Minister's), joined an intimate din-

with Powell

stopped

{ner with the ‘Tharchers, the
Reagans, the Schultzes and the
Howes - an cxrraordinars mark o

favour for a Grade TTT cvil servant
[t was Powell, too, who wrote Mrs
| Thatchets
seech about the future of Furope.
When something,
Ministers listen: they know that he

recent  controversial

Powell  says

tress's voice. So, too, does Bernard
Ingham - another civil servant whao
is known around Whitchall as ‘the
Deputy Prime  Minister’, He has
been her Press Sceremry for nine
vears - the longest-serving occupant
of the job since 15 creation.

One of Ingham's dunies 15 o pre-
g summary of the national
newspapers for Mrs Thatcher. He
used 1o do it once a day, Now, such
is the Prime Minister's monarchial

pare

remoteness, he is sad to be called

upon to do it only twice a week. His
real power resides in his regular *off
the record’ briefings for the media,
held twice a day in his ground-floor
| office in Downing Streer. His per-

speaks with the authoricy of his mis- |

Sir Alan Walters,
monetarist guru

formances are the stuff of legend: a |
powerful blend of gruff Yorkshire
genialiny and saloon bar menace

NCE UPON a ame, |

Ingham worked on

The

stood as a

councillor, Now, he

gives cvery appearance of being o

True Believer. That 15 another

essential qualification for entrance
o the Court,

In a

Cwardran and |

L.abour |

famous remark hefore
becoming  Prime  Minister,  Mrs
Thatcher said that she would not
tume having
Fveryone was expected to pull in
the same direction: hers, That soon
proved to apply not just to the
Cabinet,bunto the CivilService,ton,

Ome of the first institunions 1o be
handbagged was the Central Policy
Review Staff - the Think Tank, set |
up by Lord Rothschild for Edward
Heath and subsequently retained by
Heath's two Labour successors as
Prime Minister, Harold Wilson and
James Callaghan,

The Think Tank was made up of
2 dozen or so high-flying civil ser-
vants, drawn from  ministries

wastle arguments.

THE IDEALOGUES

Brian Griffiths,
Christian Thatcherite

throughout Whitchall. Tts task was

All Souls banker

to supply Ministers - especially the | could do that kind of thing our-

Minister - with  challenging
ideas. [ts strength was s freedom

Prime

from dogma. Mrs Tharcher quickly

made it clear that she did not regard |

it as "one of us’

According to ‘Inside the Think
Tank', by Tessa Blackstone and
William Plowden, one of the suspi-
cious new Prime Minister's first acts
on entering Downing Street in 1979
was to demand that cach of s
members list whom they had spoken
to  during the previous three
months. It was a startling request,
and some refused. ‘1 thought,” said
one, ‘it showed a complete misun-
derstanding of the way intelligent
and creative people ought to go

about their daily business.” But Mrs |

Thatcher was not interested in the
sensitivities of ‘intelligent and cre-
ative people’. She wanted armourers
who would provide bullets for her
own ideological guns.

As soon as she decently could -
immediately after the 1983 clec-
tion - she scrapped it. The first its
members knew of its demise was
when they read about it in The
Times. All it churned our, com-

plined the Prime Minister, was
‘guffy swuff, like PhD theses. We

| John Whittingdale, Political Secretary and at 29 the youngest courtier

|
John Redwood, MP,

B

Oliver Letwin,
education adviser

selves.” Asked why she had axed ir,
she said it ‘ought o have ralked
more to Marks and Spencer’. |

lts place has been taken by the
Prime Policy Unit- il.
group of about six or seven, invari-
ably Conservanve Party
who are recruited (rom  ourside
Whitehall, from the City.
Thev occupy offices at the top of
Downing Street and are officially
‘on artachment’ to the Civil Service,
paid around [25,000 a year.

lts first head was Sir John Hos-
kvns, now Chairman of the Institute
of Directors and a  passionate
admirer of the Prime Minister. He
wias one of the first 1o encounter
what might be called the Virgin
Queen Syndrome: ‘She used the
fact she was a woman very power-
fully 1o get her own way. She was
deliberately  unreasonable,
tional, excitable, instead of being
calm and consensus-seeking.’ ’

Members of the Policy Unit have
varied wildly in temperament and
style, but all have been required to
share at least some of the Prime
Minister's obsessions. Monetarism,
obviously, is one. Professor Sir Alan
Walters, who served as her personal
economic  adviser from 1981 to
1983, was one of the first Britsh
enthusiasts for monetarism - like the
Prime Minister, he was seared by
the failure of the Heath Govern-
ment. ‘You know what you can do
best,’ said Mrs Thatcher when he
arrived in Downing Street, “and you
know what it is best that you do.’

Walters -a  fz-year-old  keep-fit
fanatic, who is said not 1o possess
an  ounce of either far or
self=doubt - certainly believed he did
know what was best. He was one of
the prime movers behind the B |21

Minister's

members

often

Cm-




great deflationary budget of 1g8i,
which he now modestly clams to
have been ‘the foundation of Bri-
tain’s cconomic renaissance’. Wal-
ters, the Prime Minister's favourite
economist, i5 set to return to Down-
ing Streer for a second stnt early
| next vear - an appointment which is

is in profound disagreement over
monetary policy.

| God and the Family. Chnstopher
Monckton, former editor of
Catholic newspaper The Universe,
| served in Downing Street for four
vears, from 1982 to 1986. Ferdinand
Mount succeeded Sir John Hoskyns
|as the Unit's head in 1982 on the
| strength of his book ‘The Subver-
sive Family', a passionate defence of
the instruton which happencd tw
car Mrs Thatcher’s eye.

i, Monetarism and the Family
meet in a kind of Thatcherite Holy
Trinity in the man who is currently
chief of the Policy Unit, Professor
Brian Griffiths. A pious Welshman
of 46, he occupics a small second-
floor office above the door to Num-
ber 1o, Griffiths was previously
Dean of the City University Busi-
ness School. In 1084, the Prime
| Minister made him a director of the
| Bank of England in an attempt to
stiffen its monetarist spine. She
brought him into Downing Street
the following year.

Griffiths is a devout Christian
who sees a theological justification
tor Thatcherism: ‘I believe that
monetarism is perfectly compartible
with the Christion view of the
v 'd.' He helped write the Prime
N ster's rtecent specch to  the
Church of Scotland, in which she
stated that the Good Samaritan was
only able to be Good because he had
money. Griffiths gave a presentation
to staff at Conservative Central
Office the other week at which,
according to one of those present,
‘he managed to weave morality into
every single Government policy’.

Gniffiths has six disciples who
make up the current Policy Unit
teamn: George Guise (who handles
indusiry), Greg Bourne (energy),
Carolyn Sinclair (home affairs), lan
Whitehead (inner cities and health),
Peter Stredder (local government)
and Andrew Dunlop (Scotland and
social  security). They prepare
papers on their particular subjects

the

widely {and correctly) seen as a kick | |
in the teeth for the Chancellor, |
Nigel Lawson, with whom Walters |

Other Prime Ministerial enthusi- | |
asms reflected in the Policy Umit are

- 5 wmE—y e

and are periodically called in 1o
brief the Prime Minister.

It s a cloistered ammosphere.
*They're all very anonymous while
they're inside Number 10, says one
Whitchall civil servant. “They only
tend to become well known when
they leave.” Many of them are anx-
ious to become Tory MPs. John
Redwood, for example, a merchant
banker and Fellow of All Souls,
served as head of the Policy Unit
from rg83 to 1985 and now sits in
Parliament for the safe Conservative
seat of Wokingham. Redwood has a
reputation for being bright, knowl-
edgeable and a favourite of the
Prime Minister’s. He 15 thus cor-
dially disliked by most of his fellow
backbenchers.

Another frightfully clever chap on
his way up 15 Oliver Letwin.

Letwin, 32, is a Keith Joseph-like
intellectual. When he was an under-
graduate at Cambridge, his z1st
birthday party consisted of a perfor-
mance of Milton's *Comus’ in Trin-
ity Fellows' Garden. During his
time in the Policy Unit he advised
the Prime Minister on education. In
the 1987 election he fought Diane
Abbott in Hackney. He is now on
the lookout for a safe seat.

The final member of the Idealo-
gues worth mentioning is Mrs
Thatcher's Political Secretary, John
Whittingdale, a boy-prince of 2g.
His main task is to help in the
twice-weekly preparations for Prime
Minister's Questions. ‘He's very
much like an overgrown school pre-
fect,” says one Whitehall insider.
“Very charming: always saying
things like “delightful™ and “spafi-

Above: Sir Jeffrey
Sterling, P&0
Chairman. Left,
from left to right:
Maurice
Richardson of
Rothschild;
Rupert Murdoch;
Woodrow Wyatt,
insider journalist

colleagues  have

ing".'
already marked him down as a man
to watch. He may only have been at
Dwowning Street a year, but he auto-
matically possesses the true court-

Jealous

ier's most prized asser:  regular

access to Her.

N THE DELICATE web of

advice and influence which

radiates out from Downing

Street, certain names recur.

One is that of the merchant
bankers N. M. Rothschild.

John Whirtingdale worked at
Raothschild before going to Number
10. So, oo, did John Redwood, who
remains a director. Oliver Letwin
left Dowming Street for Rothschild,
and is now working there advising

foreign governments on  privat-
isation. Michael Richardson, M»
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M. Rothschild’s managing direc- |
tor, is a close personal friend of the

| Prime Minister |

The relationship between  the
two = they are both aged 63 - 15 said
to date back to the Sixties, when

Mark Thatcher was ar Harrow ar |

[ the same tme as Richardson's son.
| According to a recent article in the |

| & pecrataor,

among  Richardson’s

‘more onerous  personal  duties” s

[
| the task of advising Mark on his |
| personal financey |

Rothschild acred as the Govern-
ment's adviser in the privatisation of
both British Gas and British Petro- |
in the

[leum. It is also involved

| sellmg-olf of the warer and electric-
| ity industries. |

The Prime Minister has plenty of
other Big Business Groupies, in

| industry and the City, who have |

artached themselves to her and her

| Government. One of the most pow-

| erful 15 Sir Jeffrey

| amimg other things - on the deregu-
! lation  of broadcasting.

Sterling, the
C nan of P&0, who has an
oftie ar the Deparmment of Trade
and Industry where he advises-
He was
strongly tipped as the Prime Minis-
ter's choice o become the next

Chairman  of the Independent
Broadcasting Authomnty,  Now, |
{thanks partly w0 his advice, the

Independent Broadcasting Authority I
is 1o be scrapped.

He got to know Mrs Thatcher in
the early 1g80s. "He wanted 1o be
an eminence grise,” said his rival, Sir
Wigel Broackes, Chairman of Tra-
falgar House, ‘and he is." The Prime
Minister and Denis Thatcher have
been entertained, unaccompanied, to
lunch at the P&O offices - a rarely
bestowed symbal of insider access.

liring the early summer, Ster-
ling and Brian Griffiths hosted a
series  of ‘power breakfasts’ for
media  execunves to the |
future of broadcasting. Among those
who anended was another tycoon |
who is said to have the ear of the |
Prime Minister: Rupert Murdoch.
Indeed, according ro a biography of
Murdoch, so far published only in
the USA, he is said to ‘boast pri-
vately to friends’ of the power he
exercises over Thatcher, and to have
‘dressed her down for her cninicism
of the Reagan Administration’s

discuss

invasion of Grenada'. The lare edi-
tor of The Times, Charles Douglas-
| Home, told the author, Thomas
| Kicrnan, in 1984, that ‘Rupert and
| Mrs Thatcher consult regularly on
| every important matter of policy ..

The image-makers have had a field-day with
Mrs Thatcher. She has submitted, as surely no
male counterpart would ever have done, lo
being remade. In 1979 (left), her make-up was

He is the phantom Prime Minister
of the country.’

Two other colourful characters
who claim to enjoy direct access to
Mumber 1o are the businessman
David Hart and

Hart is a Thaicherite Renaissance
man - novelist, journalist, wheel-
er-dealer, roller-skater, property
developer, adviser to Sir fan Mac-
Gregor during the miners’ strike.
Woodrow Wyart, a columnist on the
News of the World, is said to be able
to pick up the phone and get the
Prime Minister on the other end.
How much notice she takes of him
when he rings off is another marter.

Another journalist Mrs Thatcher
takes notice of 15 Wyatt's fellow
Murdoch colummst, the TV inter-
viewer Brian Walden. He s

reported to have joined the ranks of |
the Groomers - the half-dozen or so .
image |

regular speechwriters and
consultants who futter around the
outer circle of the Court

This group includes the play-
wright Sir Ronald Millar, whom she

the Iial.'rll:n-uq,m-utﬁ
Chairman of the Tote, Lord Wyarr. |

Norman Tebbit
claims that Mrs
Thatcher
stmply isn’t
‘clubbable’ and
so has far fewer
cronies than
any male
Prime Muinister

heavy, her hair wig-like, and she was wedded to
fussy bows. Now (right), all is lightness: her hair
is softer, her make-up more natural, her smile
assured. Alogether, she looks years younger

pezd i
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knighted in 1g80; he has been help-
ing on her speeches since she
became Tory leader in 1975, The
journalists Paul Johnson and John
O'Sullivan are also said to have sub-
mitted drafts. Strangely - in view of
his position on the left of the Tory
Party - the Overseas Development
Minister, Chris Patten, 15 also a
regular specchwriter. The position
dates back to his days in the
Research Department of Conserva-
tive Central Office, and is another

sign of Mrs Thatcher’s reluctance to|

change advisers. Once vou're in,
you never really leave (although Sir
Alfred Sherman, who helped found
the Centre for Policy Studies when
she became leader, 18 rumoured 1o
have fallen from grace).

Up unnil last year, the advertising
executive Tim Bell could probably
have counted himself Groomer-in-
Chief. Like Charles Powell and
Cecil  Parkinson, he is another
handsome, charming, soothing pres-
ence behind the Throne. During the
1987 election he held the Prime
Mimistertal  hand in  secret B
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at Chequers and upstairs at the flar
in Downing Street (the meetings
had to be held in secret because Bell
had parted company with Saatchi &
Saarchi, siill the official Conserva-
tive Party advertising agents),

Bur when inspired accounts of
these backstairs intrigues began o
appear after the election, the Prime
Minister was furious. She 15
reported to have cxploded to her
longest-serving media adviser, Sir
Recoe: ‘It raally s
['ve just won an election

| Gordon
unseemly
by 100 seats, and all anyone can talk
about is which advertising agency
wrote which ad in the campaign.’
All leaders have their kitchen
cabinets. Unlike many around the
world in the past 40 years, Mrs
Thatcher’s has not been plagued
| with corruption. None of the sup-
| porters and businessmen she has
| ennobled has ended up in jail for
| tax evasion, or committed suicide
| while under invesugation by the
Fraud Squad, as happened 1o a cou-
| ple of members of Harold Wilson's

up drinking brandy with the Boss
unnl dawn - the price one had to
pay for being a crony of Churchill’s
[ 26l (Rab Butler found it so difficult o

inner circle. None 15 required to sit |

The ideal
courtier
should have
those typically
English,
stlvery-haired
good looks

Above: Sir Ronald
Millar,
speech-writer
(left), Tim Bell,
her election
adman (right).
Media men: Brian
Walden (far left),
Gordon Reece
(left)

keep up with Winston's consump-
tion of alcohol that he used 1o
empty his glass into his shoe when
the PM wasn't looking, and squelch
off home as soon as he decently
could).

Jack Kennedy's intimates used to
lay bets with the President as to
who would be the first to sleep with
a particular beauty in the White
House typing pool. There has been
none of that in Downing Streer
Stalin used to force members of the
Soviet Politburo tw ger drunk and
dance with one anather at his dacha
to the strains of Georgian folk runes
on a wind-up gramophone. Again,
there have been no reports of Cecil
Parkinson and Bemard Ingham

smooching cheek o cheek during
the long winter nights at Chequers.

One reason, perhaps, is that Mrs
Thatcher does not allow anvone to
get too close to her. This aloofness
may be the product of a certan
fastidiousness in her character: she
does not relax casily, if ar all. It
could also be because she's a

| woman. Norman Tebbit mantains

that she is simply not ‘clubbable’ in
the way that men tend to be, and
has far fewer cromies than a m
Prime Minister would tend to accu-
mulate,

MNevertheless, if one had
describe the ideal Thatcherite court-
ier, cermin obvious features do seem
to suggest themselves. He (never
she) should be in his late 405 or
carly 5os. He should have charm
and the ability ro fatter. [deally, he
should have those rypically English,
silvery-haired good looks (as a bare
minimum, he should have his own
teeth and hair). He should be com-
petent but not necessarily brilliant.
He should be able to weather the
Prime Minister’s wrath. He should
be discreer. Above all, he should
believe in God, the Family, Sound
Money and Margaret Thatcher -
and, preferably, in reverse order. B

j{1]

KEITH McMILLAN
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e ——— ® Many of Mrs Thatcher’ s close
assoclates, both in her Fnchley cunstrtuency and among
her mimsters are ans Does this mean that a | peculiarly v ! Y

Jewish flavour can be detected in the affairs of state? e A ' 3 |

Anthonr Blond, hirnsalf a Jew examlnes the ewdence
mlﬂll‘l‘l

Jewlsh Ca hl.nri ministers, present and past: Trade Secretnry Lord
'fﬂilrll fﬂlh"“ﬂ nm‘l ir I:Jlil C !lamrllul ngri I-H.uwn formmer Fdllu.nllnn

" MRS THATCHER




‘ HEY ARE successful and she
likes success; they are rich

and she likes rich people and

they are professional and she

likes rpeupie who deliver'™:

“She is prouder of ber Jews than they are
of elves”; “She’d like him [the
Chief Rabbi] 1o be the Archbishop of
Canterbury!™, “She feels at ease in their
company, like spending time — she
never holidays — in the summer with the
Walfsons in Cornwall”™; “Remember, half
her constituents (in Finchley] are Jews".

“The number of Jews in the Cabinet? 1
don't suppose it ever crosses her mind, |
't know what you're talking abowt.”
This last, my only attribution, is from Sir
Keith, now , Joseph, and is a subjec-
tive view from a master of introspection.
In truth the Prime Minister is open, &%
she is in most matters, about her admira-
tion for the qualities of industry, deter-
mination and charity she detects in Jews,
h ogﬂsiuuailr her enthusiasm is

misg "
Her bootstrap Methodism does nat
induce & taste for the Chyreh of England

any more than her social origing propel
her to high Tory tables, Bishop Hugh
Montefiore therefore was astonished
and, he confesses, delighted to be ashed
ta dinner at No 10 for Shimon Peres on
January 22, 1986, Present, as he put it
were “all her Jews" — Sir Keith Joseph,
Nigel Lawson, Lord Young, Malcolm Rif.
kind. and, on the eve of his resignation,
Lean Brittan. Sir Geoflery Howe was in
attendance.

The, Chief Rabbi, then Sir Emmanuci
Jakobovits, said grace and, “as this is an
ecumenical evening,” said Mrs Thatcher,
“I have asked our Jewish Bishop, Hugh
Montefiore, to say grace too”. He saw the
loak in their eyes, but she did not, For
Montefiore, even to the most irreligious
Jew, is & renegade (2 meshumad). It is
one thing to have been forcibly converted
to Christianity for reasons of state or
hunger, but another to have done 35 vol-
untarily and so successfully

Mrs Thatcher admires Jews for having
made it on their own, She admires some
lodians for the same reason, Mrs
Thatcher's Indian Patels may be quite as

interesting, but they are not elected to
Parliament in the same ratio — 19 times
their proportion of the png:uhuqn. Does
this constitute a special {nterest which
could be a danger to the realm? Na,
because Jews are incapable of acting in
concert. The first Christians were Jews
and so were their persecutors. Saul of
Tarsus was efficient in both roles.

Since Moses, since the prophets, since
Josephus, through te anti-semites like
Karl Marx, Jews have never spoken with

«one voice. (The only Jew Marx liked was

his uncle, who paid for the publication of
Daz Kapital )

The late Lord Stockton's remark, pas-
sibly apocryphal, but not unlikely,
“There are more Old Estonians than O
Etonians in the Cabinet,” is more funny
than I'rig::lﬁlinl. There is every conceiv-
able difference between Leon Brittan,
for instance, and Sir Keith Joseph, in
their instinct, manner and background.
They have only their Conservatism in
common, Leon Brittan left the Labour
Party over Suez, aged 17. Harold Lever
maintains that, apart from their social
acceptability through a generation of

affuence, Suez was the factor in shifting
the traditional Jewish allegiance from
Left to Right. Did not Israel, the First
Lord Sieff. support in every sense Nye
Bevan?

At one moment, 1970, the only Jewish
Tary members of Parliament were both
baronets (Sir Keith Joseph and Sir Henry
d'Avigdor Goldsmid.) In 1979 there were
35 Labour Jews and nine Tory. In 1986
Ihere were 17 Conservative and seven
!.habuur :fwi{% MhPs.. :u.s Stephen Eggi

ume, atcher's popular politi
secreta the time and {i“mserfﬂ:i nice
Jewish (Sephardic) from Manches-
ter, says, “the Jews have changed and so
has the Conservative Party,”

Sir Heith Jossph, who founded the
maonetarist Centre for Policy Studies,
taught Margaret Thatcher everything
she wanted to know. Sir Alfred Sherman,
son of a Jewish immigrant and, in his
own words, to the Right of Enoch Powell
in matters of race, who talked himself
out of the Prime Minister's favour,
claims with justification that he taught
Keith Joseph.

Joseph convinced her that 8 successful

economy like Germany can be more
effective in the provision of wellare to its
subjects than a welfare state. This is a
doctrine which she has gobbled without
Guestion, along with other Joseph nos-
trums, like the “bankruptability™ of the
uitions, de-nationalisation and de-man-
ning, even of dons, which is maybe why
the Prime Minister was not honoured by
the University of Oxford,

Sir Keith has been described by the
Guardian as “the inventor of Thaicher
imn"; He ju the sor of an
but ented , He burst into tears
at p school, Lockers Park, when
his father was bowled out for a duck. 13
he “the nicest man to hit politics . . . or be
hit by them™? (Harold Lever). Is his
mind in any way Jewish? On the tele.
phone he resisted, almost frantically, the
suggestion that Mrs Thatcher was in any
way susceptible to Jews, Given his back-
ground — a patrician, the second bar-
onet, Harrow and Magdalen, & good war,
All Souls, tall, dark, handsome and rich
—he would, wouldn't he?

The manner of the conversion, at the
age of 16 at Rugby, of Hugh Montefiore,

: e am— -

scion of England's mast ancient and dis-
tinguished Jewish family, is germane,
since it points up the parochialism, the
indifference and incapacity of the Jewish
community in this country compared to
that in the United States. (Adolescents
and young men are often spiritually
tender, but while T was canvassed by
every Christian sect at Oxford, | never
saw the hair of a rabbi.)

 In March 1987 Sir Keith Joseph, hav.

&lhﬁﬂl buf a “privale mlm; [E‘

lsea E:r-L;mw' Wil part bl }
human link between the Tsrasll and the
Russian Embassies and attended the

memorial service for the Holocaust, in

Hyde Park, but “I've never been piousy

and only attended the above events sinee

leaving office.”

He was careful when in maiostream.
Fﬂiti:s not to be identified as a Jew,

ounger lewish politicians like Leon
Brittan and Malcolm Rifkind, maybe
because they have never experienced the
vaguely anti-semitic air of T.5. Eliot, are
not so inhibited. Brittan can speak

Continued on page 18




Continued from page 14

Hebrew. Brittan's rise, too
fast it was thought at the
time of his collapse, per-
sonified Mrs Thatcher's
“almost mystical belief in
Jewish ability” (Chaim
Bermant). He was appoint-
ed to the Cabinet 20
months after her election.

After leaving the Labour
Party. he became Presi-
dent of the Conservative
Association at Cambridge,
where he got a Douoble
First in Law. “Anti-semi-
tism,” he declared in a lec-
ture, “is exclusively a Left-
wing and not a Right-wing
phenomenon”, Well, yes.
It may be mow, but 40
vears ago when the Stern
Gang murdered Lord
Movne the opposite was
true,

L.eon Brittan was the
patsy in the Westland
affair and went down like
a gentleman. He has now
been ransomed, healed
and restored, but only to
Europe. Mrs Thatcher
might not have been able
to treat his third cousin
(via Lithuania), Malcolm
Rifkind, with such impu-
nity, for this Scottish lad
has no enemies. They are
proud of him in Edin-
burgh. His father Elijah
was a pillar of the Ortho-
dox Synagogue, a building
used by 200 or so families where the
reader of the Torah is prone to be cor
rected by a member of the congregation,
in a sharp Scottish accent, should he
make a mistake in Hebrew.

Rifkind — the name is the Robinson of
the Jewish world — regards his religion
as “supremely irrelevant”. His concern
for the Russian dissident Natan (Anatoli)
Shcharansky, for the Falashas (Black
Jews of Ethiopia), and his insistence on
visiting a synagogue in Moscow, are the
gestures of a humanitarian rather than
those of a passionate Jew, although he
was appointed the political columnist to
the Jewish Chronicle after Gerald
Kaufman, | .§

The most unexpected of “her Jews" is
that irregular man of parts David Hart,
son of “Boy" Hart, a Jewish merchant
banker and fromm (pious), except that he
married an Irish girl. In his warm and
efficient Elizabethan Suffolk manor, No
10 groupies like Sir John Hoskyns, Sir
Alan Walters (always in with David
Hart) and Sir Ronald Millar are enter-
tained at a long hierarchical and cheer-
fully quarrelsome refectory table,

At a foggy fireworks display recently a
local squire mistook the gardener's boy
for Michael Portillo. Hart, who has only
just joined the Conservative Party, is a
franc-tireur from the Right, sponsoring
and entertaining the Union of Demo-
cratic Mineworkers and the dreaded Dr
Teller of SDI, but is libertarian in his
opinions of the police and censorship.

BE——— B Ay TUERE

PALIL ARMIGER
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The Chief Rabbi, Lord Jakobovits: a favourite of Mrs
Thatcher for his firm beliefs, but he is not her man

“David,” the Prime Minister once said,
“has a butler.” He also has, according to
a Spectator profile, “surprising intelli-
gence”. He uses both,

An Old Etonian, David Hart does not
share many tastes with Keith Joseph, an
old Harrovian, or with Nigel Lawson,
who went, like his father, to Westmin-
ster, or with “0ld Estonians” Rifkind and
Brittan and Young, or with David Wolf-
son. ... But they are, except for Lawson,
committed to “The Lady”. Their wives,
it has to be said, are not. o

With his mild manner, intelligence and
highmindedness, Malcolm Rifkind could
be voted the most likely of her Jews o
succeed (perhaps even o succeed her?)
but he is more loved than lovely and the
electorate might fancy a more outstand-
ing exterior. At one of David Hart's
receptions at the Reform, well attended
by ministers, the writer Nick Luard was
haranguing the Secretary of State for
Scotland for not celebrating the anniver-
sary of the Scottish hero John Muir,
founder of Yosemite National Park.
“Hold on,” said his interlocutor, “T'm not
Rifkind, I'm Fowler.”

Nigel Lawson, whose grandfather
came from Latvia, went to Christ Church
and was City Editor of this newspaper at
249, then for three years helped the Prime
Minister, Sir Alec Douglas-Home, with
his matchsticks, entering Parliament in
1974, the same year as Brittan, with
whom he collided in 1981 when both

| Kensington Council grant for his

were at the Treasury and Brittan was
promoted over his head. He protested
and was consoled with the Department |
of Energy. Nigel Lawson plays a lone
hand and is conspicuously clever, |
unflinching under criticism then — the

house — and now — the row with the eco-
nomic journalists over “targeting the
poor”’

Joel Barnett, a Manchester Jew and his
sparring partner in the Commons, said of
Nigel Lawson; “He made it clear that, at |
least in his view, he had greater ability .
than most members on either side of the
House™,

The Chancellor, apostle of triumph-
alism, benefactor of the rich, is the least
Jewish of Thatcher's Jews, though his
first wife was a Salmon, as in Jo Lyons.
Although Jews in Parliament and
Government are now doubting Zionists,
they are usually nominal supporters, but
Nigel Lawson is not a member of the
Conservative Friends of Israel.

His attitude to the poor is not in
tradition of Judaism. Jews, whose
strength in giving has been specifically
commended by the Prime Minister, are
commanded daily to an act of charity
from an early age. Every Jewish home,
however poor, has a poor box which must
be added to on every day except the Sab-
bath. s there a poor box at No 117

Equally, though many a Jewish breast
heaved with noisy pride upon the eleva-
tion of the Chief Rabbi to the House of
Lords, “Manny" Jakobovits is better
known for his strictures on modern soci-
e#.- than for his compassion. Consider
this:

“The long hair of males and the short
dresses of females, The blaring pots-and-
pans instrumentation of modern music,
the spilt inkpot patterns of contemporary
art and the erotic contortions of modern
dancing, not to mention the wife-swap-
ping and baby battering .. .."

Is this not Thatcherism incarnate?
Robust stuff, and refreshingly diﬂe.
from the concern of Anglican bishop
concert with the Tory wets, over the
Falklands war and dental and inner-city
decay. No wonder the Prime Minister
prefers the Chief Rabbi.

But the Chief Rabbi is not, Shimon
Cohen, his private secretary, insists, a
political animal. He supports Mrs
Thatcher over the banning of “terror-
ists" from broadcasting and will encour-
age her to go further down that path, but
that is not because he is her man. He sees
himself as a religious leader with a duty
to be outspoken about violence and delin-
quency, and, unlike some bishops per
haps, he is not embarrassed by what he
believes. However, this does not make
him, as the editor of this newspaper has
claimed, Right-wing. i

Mrs Thatcher is also firm in her
respect for family life, Jewish mothers
would understand her concern for, and
promotion of, her children (a characteris-
tic which, it is said, Edwina Currie does
not share). They would also understand
her wish to be a grandmother, Among
Orthodox Jews, truancy, drugs, wife-
beating, alcoholism are rare, though
sadlv frand is nnt eyt ba i




