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WAR CRIMES INQUIRY PRESS RELEASE

WAR CRIMES INQUIRY - CALL FOR EVIDENCE

Today Britain's War Crimes Inquiry announced a world-wide
appeal for evidence about war crimes which may have been
committed during the 2nd World War by people who are now British
citizens or who are resident in this country.

The independent Inquiry, announced by the Home Secretary
on B February, was set up to investigate allegations that
persons who now have British nationality or are resident in the
United Kingdom committed murder, manslaughter or genocide in
Germany or German occupied territories during the 2Znd World War.
The full terms of reference of the Inguiry are attached.

Lists of suspected war criminals which have already been
sent to the Home Office by the Simon Wiesenthal Center and
others, are under examination by the Inguiry. The Inquiry also
wish members of the public and interested organisaticons, both
in the UK and abrocad, to come forward with any evidence they may
have.

The Inguiry team consists of Sir Thomas Hetherington,
former Director of Public Prosecutions,and Mr William Chalmers,
former Crown Agent in Scotland.

Speaking about the Ingquiry Sir Thomas said
"The allegations that have been made are very serious and cannot
be ignored. We will be pursuing all possible lines of
investigation and all possible sources of information to ensure
that the Inguiry is thorough and complete."

Mr Chalmers added :
"We appeal to all those with relevant information to come
forward now. We welcome the assistance of members of the public
and interested organisations, at home and abroad, in
carrying out the task with which we have been entrusted."

Anyone wishing to submit evidence should write to :
The Secretary
War Crimes Inguiry
c/o The Home Office
50 Queen Annes Gate
London SW1H 9AT.







INQUIRY INTO WAR CRIMES:

TERMS OF REFERENCE

(1) To obtain and examine relevant material, including material
held by Government Departments and documents which have been
or may be submitted by the Simon Wiesenthal Center and others,
relating to allegations that persons who are now British .
citizens or resident in the United Kingdom committed war
crimes* during the Second World War;

(2) To interview persons who appear to possess relevant
information relating to such allegations;

(3) To consider, in the light of the likely probative value in
court proceedings in the UK of the relevant documentary
material and of the evidence of potential witnesses, whether
the law of the United Kingdom should be amended in order to
make it possible to prosecute for war crimes persons who are
now British citizens or resident in the United Kingdom;

(4) And to advise Her Majesty's Government accordingly.

*For the purposes of this inguiry, the term "war crimes" extends
only to crimes of murder, manslaughter or genocide committed in
Germany and in territories occupied by German forces during the
Second World War,
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BECl TV 9 O'CLOCK NEWS  MONDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 1988 ) LY, J
NAZI WAR CRIMES, ESTABLISHMENT OF UK ENQUIRY
HOME SECRETARY DOUGLAS HURD & GREVILLE JANNER MP !

Presenter

Douglas Hurd has set up an enquiry into claims that former Nazis living
in Britain were involved in war crimes. The enquiry will be headed

by the former Director of Public Prosecutions, Sir thomas Hetherington
and the former Scotland Crown Agent, William Chalmers and they will
establish whether there is enough evidence to prosecute in a British
court and then it will be up to MPs to decide if there should be a
change in the law to allow the supects teo be put on trial.

Mike Smart

Most of the alleged war crimes occurred in areas since administered

by the Soviet Union, but not extradition agreement exists and British
courts have no jurisdiction to try murder or manslughter committed
abroad. A delegation from the Nazi hunting Simon Wiesenthal centre

has presented the Home Secretary with evidence against seventeen
people they allege committed war crimes and now live here. They included
a Gestapo informer in Latvia, two members of murder squads in Lithua-
nia, a police chief in Lithuania and another in Latvia, a deputy police
chief in Latvia and a finance minister in the Latvian government which
collaborated with the Germans and whose last known address was London.
Mr Hurd says that he needs to be advised by the men carrying out the
new independent enquiry whether the law should be changed to allow
prosecutions. Already there has been criticism that it will all take
too long.

Greville Janner

I am glad that he has taken some action but I am very worrled about the
apparent lack of urgency. I am concerned that in such an urgent and
anguished matter where witnesses may die that there is to be at least

a year apparently before the committee is even going to report and more
time after that before action is taken. I am worried in case this is a
pigeon hole.

Douglas Hurd

Bound to be criticised by people who say I have gone too far too fast and
people who say I have not gone far enough or fast enough. I don't think

I have grounds now for asking Parliament to change the law. But there
are very serious allegations, I really don't think we can just say, ch
it's too difficult, we are bored with the subject and we are going to
shut up. I think we do have to get further knowledge and that's what

Sir Thomas Hetherington and Mr Chalmers will be able to provide.
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BBCl TV PROGRAMME "BREAKFAST TIME" - TUESDAY O9TH FEBRUARY 1988
INTERVIEW WITH MOSHE RAVIV & REPORT ON THE SITUATION IN THE ADMINISTERED
TERRITORIES
REPORT BY KEITH GRAVES J 2 /t
)\ o

KIRSTY WARK

There were more disturbances yesterday in Gaza and the Israeli occupied
territories. Two young Palestinian refugees were shot and injured by Israeli
soldiers in rioting that followed a funeral of a fifteen year old boy. The
British head of the United Nations relief operation in Gaza, Mr Bernard Mills,
was among those claiming that the youth had been beaten to death by Israeli
soldiers. Our Middle East Correspondent, Keith Graves now reports:

KEITH GRAVES

The Israelis have denied murdering the latest victim of two months of
protests. Neither the Palestinians nor any independent cbservers here put
much credence on their denial and for that the Israelis have only themselves

to blame. There are scores on instances witnessed by this reporter and others

and frequently recorded on film and video where Israeli soldiers and police .
have brutally and quite unnecessarily beaten, kicked and punched Arabs, some

of them demonstrators, some innocent eye-witnesses.

They have also turned on the media witnesses including, on more than one
occasion, their own Israeli citizens. Thus they find themselves with the
daily round of protests right on their deorstep in occupied East Jerusalem
with little sympathy or credibility.

KIRSTY WARK
Well I'm joined now by the Minister at the Israeli Embassy, Mr Moshe Raviv.
Good morning Mr Raviv.

Scenes like that plus the fact that it was declared policy by Yitzhak Rabin to
beat Palestinians resisting at Israeli troops, do you feel that those
allegations about the fifteen year old boy gained credibility from those very
facts. ¢

MOSHE RAVIV >

There is an unfortunate escalation of violence and people who instigate .
violence must understand that it has its risks. We have not found a way -
nobody has found a way how to calm violent disturbances with words and
arquments alone.

KIRSTY WARK
But do you believe that it’s quite possible that Israeli scoldiers have beaten
that boy to death?

MOSHE RAVIV

We are investigating every excess and we recoil from every excess but when you
have violence you must use a reasonable amount of force in order to defend the
soldiers in very dangerous situations.

KIRSTY WARK

You ve got young conscripts, unco-ordinated activities, appalling conditions
that they re working in - outside impressions are perhaps they re being
provoked but the brutality is overwhelming and indiscriminate. How can you
justify that?

MOSHE RAVIV

The brutality is not indiscriminate and we are using a great deal of restraint
but our soldiers find themselves in very serious dangers and they have to
react and defend themselves.




KIRSTY WARK

Now Israel’s reputation’s suffering and coming under worldwide condemnation;
Israeli opinion in Tel Aviv, the American initiative to have some kind of
State of Palestine now; you've also got problems with the Furopean Community
and in fact the Israeli Foreign Minister, Abba Eban, has said that in fact
what you must do is withdrawal if you‘ve to retain some kind of reputation as
a nation yourselves, you ve got to pull out.

MOSHE RAVIV

For twenty years we are trying to get negotiations going and for twenty vears
the Palestinians have rejected every opening for negotiations. We welcome the
American initiative. We believe it is a very genuine attempt to solve a
complex problem and we re expecting Ambassador Murphy to arrive in Israel
today to start the process of negotiations.

Is it through Ambassador Murphy or is it
throuagh an international conference as others want?

MOSHE RAVIV

Every agreement that has been reached in the last forty years between Israel
and an Arab country has been reached with deep profound American involvement.
The Americans have now decided te get involved in the process and thev ‘re
exploring in what way they could be helpful to get direct negotiations going.

KIRSTY WARK
Is it time for Israel to remove itself from the occupied territories?

MOSHE RAVIV

It is time to reach agreement. It is time to sit down seriocusly and negotiate
the complex problems. We cannot do anything unilaterally and anything that
will be done unilaterally will not solve the problem.

olo
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BBC RADIO 4 - SUNDAY, 7TH FEBRUARY 1988
INTERVIEW WITH LORD IMMANUEL JAKOBOVITS - THE CHIEF RABBI - CONCERNING THE
UNREST IN THE ADMINISTERED TERRITORIES.

CLIVE JACOBS

The unrest in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank has had repercussions within
the international Jewish community, particularly in the United States and here
in Britain. This week it prompted an exchange of letters from two of
Britain’s religious leaders - the Director General of the Islamic Centre at
the Regents Park mosque, Dr Mughram al-Ghamdi protested to the Chief Rabbi of
the recent treatment of the Palestinians. ILord Jakobovits replied and both
letters were published in the Times. On Tuesday afterncon, Lord Jakcbovits
will be introduced in the House of Lords, the first Rabbi ever to become a
Peer - a peerage which many believe has more than a little to do with his
willingness to speak out on issues of faith and morality.

I went to see the Chief Rabbi last night and discussed that matter with him.
But I began by asking if the unrest and bitterness in the occupied territories
was creating division among Jews in Britain.

I would not say there was a division, in contrast to previous occasions when
there were major divisions of opinion. There is on the whole a concensus
within the British Jewish community that reflects Jewish opinion the world
over. On the one hand a feeling of considerable uneasiness over what
currently goes on, to the point of perplexity as to how to find a realistic
solution to a situation that clearly is untenable as it is at present. But
the uneasiness extends also over the reaction of the media to what currently
goes on in Israel, and the occupied territories in that there is a very strong
feeling of disquiet over the so-called “double standards’ whereby anywhere
else in the world, similar methods are used in the supression of unrest, there
are no headlines, the lenses, as it were, of the cameras don’t zoam in on it
as they do here.

CLIVE JACOBS
But surely, Chief Rabbi, just because there are worse conditions elsewhere, it
doesn 't in any way alleviate the situation in Israel?

LORD JAKOBOVITS
I'm not sudgesting that. In fact in my correspondence, I have pointed this
out that this is no justification whatever for Israeli actions which may be
excessive. But you cannot pass judgment over a situation unless you see it in
context, and unless you have a fair overall view in which you don’t merely
look at a narrow part of the whole problem, the Palestinian refugee problem
goes beyond the borders of Israel, and even if the camps in Gaza were to be
rehabilitated and economically made viable, you still wouldn’t solve the
problem of refugees living under intolerable conditions of squalor in Jordan
and in other places, notably Lebanon of course.

CLIVE JACOBS

Where do you think the solution lies?




LORD JAKCBOVITS

I think it lies at two levels. Number one I think, we ought to do far more
than is currently done at diplamatic level and at press level, to make pecple
feel - yes, we will try and evoke echoes of sympathy and understanding by
being moderates, and at the moment it is not so. It’s the extremists that get
the applause, that get the acclaim and that get the suprort. Secondly, of
course we have to remove obstacles to a political settlement. Now for my part
again, I can only deal with the religious aspect, I have publicly said time
and again that I do not believe that my religious commitments as an heir to my
Biblical heritage, force me at this moment to lay claim to territories that
are divinely assigned to the Jewish people by the Biblical boundaries that are
set to the land of Israel. That I would gladly see an adjustment of borders,
provided security is gquaranteed, that it will not increase the danger which
after all in the case of the Jewish State does not mean a regression, it is of
complete extinction of Jewish life, what the Arabs are threatening is to throw
the Jews into the sea. So therefore, we who have suffered already in the
Holocaust, the loss of one third of our people, are particularly sensitive to
any threat to Jewish security. So once security is guaranteed, .I do not see
why any religious reason should prevent us from coming to an accommodation
with the Arabs, and eventually to live together as we did in the Middle Ages
in what were after all some of the finest periods of cultural progress through
Jewish-Arabic cooperation.

CLIVE JACOBS
So you re saying maybe then Israel should be considering getting out of the
occupied territories?

LORD JAKOBOVITS

Certainly it should be negotiated, I mean what form it will take, whether the
form of autonomy as has been suggested as indeed was agreed at Camp David, or
a federated svystem whereby parts of the occupied territories are 1linked up
politically with Jordan or Eqypt, and Eqypt perhaps, provided they remain
demilitarised and don’t become a threat for terrorism and for agression. I
certainly can envisage that all this will be laid on the table and be resolved
in intensive neqotiations between the parties to the dispute.

CLIVE JACOBS

So really you re prepared to be pragmatic rather than adhere to the strictly
religious, strictly Bibliecal.

LORD JAKOBOVITS
On the contrary, I believe my religious dictates place peace as the first
priority. Because I believe in my religious commitment, I regard peace and
understanding and security as more important than where the borders are to be
drawn, and I even believe that the character of Israel will be more Jewish if
we do not have a million and a half Arabs that live under Israeli control, and
that are bound eventually to compromise the Jewish character of the whole
state.




CLIVE JACOBS

Chief Rabbi, in advocating just a few moments ago that perhaps Israel should
consider, at any rate, leaving the occupied territories, you have I think once
again spoken out, here is a religious leader speaking out, a number of people
associate you precisely with that, a number more perhaps believe that you got
vour peerace for being prepared to speak out, beinag prepared to lead,
particularly on matters for instance of morality. And others again of course
contrast that with perbaps same leaders in the Church of England, who maybe
take a slightlv lower profile. How do you react to that?

LORD JAKOBOVITS
My own interpretation of the quite extraordinary honour that has come my way
of beina the first Rabbi to be elevated to the peerage, is that it is in a
sense a sian of the times. I believe that the permissive age of the 1960 ‘s an
the 1970°s is behind us. What that philosophy of permissiveness promised, was
that once you have a free for all and we don 't have moral constraints and
self-discipline, we’'ll be happier and we ll be more secure. These promises
have not been delivered, because in fact we have more crime today, we have
more break-up of home life today, society is being eroded and we face madjor
problems here in the stability of social life. Therefore there is a search
today for more lasting values, for deeper roots, for endurina ideals that
don’t swap and change with everv shifting fad. I think that the recoanition
that Judaism should have samething to contribute, being after all, as we are,
the custodians of the oldest moral tradition out of which the others have
developed, is a reflection of the need of our times for greater certainty, for
greater outspokeness, for a stronger stand by moral values than was current in
the 60°s and in the 70°s. I think in fact that public opinion is somewhat
unfair to religious leadership in that comparing the exposure that religiocus
leaders are seeking and obtaining today, to what it was when I first arrived
to assume my present office, twenty-one vears ago, it is wvastly superior,
religion plays a much bigger role today in public life and is much more
involved in making its voice heard, say, on the inner cities or on poverty or
on wider moral and social issues.

CLIVE JACOBS
But is it not your head that appears above the parapet more frequently than
others?

LORD JAKOBOVITS
Well, I've added my little bit which, it so happens, has had an enormous
response in the media because some of the teachings that I believe reflect my
Jewish beliefs and Jewish laws as I see it and interpret it, happen to
coincide with current needs. For instance, we are deeply involved in the new
knowledge explosion in medicine, lets say, creating moral problems of which
you could never have dreamt before, such as artificial insemination, invitro
fertilisation, organic transplants and so on, they raise the most fundamental
questions of the value of human life, of one life against ancther life, and we
have very specific teachings that shed some light on this, I don’t say they
give ultimate answers, but they help us to establish principles that can be
applied.

So in all these areas, I believe that I am heir to a tradition that can be of
same value in the public discussion, leading to solutions of problems in which
there will be a greater degree of social cohesion and which we will eliminate
eventually the scourges of oppression, of deprivation, of the humiliation of
worklessness of idleness, that today afflict so many citizens, and in which
hopefully we’ll find a formula how to build two homes next to each other
wherebv happiness reigns inside them and peace between them.




i )" h 'i(
5 JT) A~CJ _E__:i._;_
¢ N l Wl AlztnN

BBC  RADIO FOUR THE WORLD TONIGHT FRIDAY 12th FEBRUARY, 1988 P‘flilﬂ
BACKGROUND VIEW TO TROUBLES IN THE ADMINISTERED TERRITORIES ()
INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL ADAMS BY DAVID SELLS 02

L~

DAVID SELLS

A 12 year old Palestinian schoolboy was shot dead by an Israeli Army patrol
in Mablus, in the Israeli occupied WEst Bank, today, adding to the toll of
teenage martyrs that the Israelis are creating. A 1T year old also bit

the dust - both were unarmed. Several others suffered gunshot wounds.
Since the disturbances began on December 9th, a total of 56 Palestinians

of all ages in the West Bank and Gaza have been killed. Nablus today
errupted after Friday Mislim prayers in the 0ld City, the tensest time of
the week. A patrol of some 20 Israelis was pelted with rocks, bottles,
building blocks, and flower pots. Tear gas and rubber bullets were fired
in return, but to no avail. The Israelis then opened fire. After two
months of this sort of thing, there appears to be no let-up. Michael Adams
is a senior research fellow at Exeter University's Department of Politics,
and contributing editor for the magazine, Middle East International. He
has just returned from a two week visit to Israel and the occupled territori
By common consent, the Palestinian disturbances at the outset were spontaneou
but who now, in his view, is calling the tune - Islamic fundamentalists, the
PLO, or what?

MICHAEL ADAMS

I think it is neither of those, although both have their following, and both
have a share in what is happening. But this is something I asked about a

lot - what is this new leadership, and the answer was always rather vague.
There is a new leadership, and it is young, and it is quite separate from,
although loyal to, the PLO. But nobody knows who it is, I think it probably
is true that nobody knows, because the people one would expect, first of all,
to be trying very hard to discover it are the Israelis, and the Israelis

appear not to know as yet who is directing it, or how to lay hands on them.

DAVID SELLS
Is this new leadership, did you get the impression that its influence is
increasing as the uprising goes on?

MICHAEL ADAMS .
Yes, I think it is increasing with the succesa that there has been so far.

I think I ought to say, I don't think it is a kind of centralised leadership.
There seems to be some kind of a leadership committee in each area, and it
may be that there is some central coordinating committee for the whole
region, although it would be very difficult indeed to have such a thing,
since communications are difficult between one region and another for the
Palestinians. And since they obviously wouldn 't be able to use the
telephone, so it is hard to see how, but obviously there is some sort of
coordination. I suppose it must be by runners, as it were, pecple who
travel and are able to make their way through from one place to another.

DAVID SELLS
How aware are the Israelis themselves, do you think, of the damage that is
being done by the continuation of these riots by the Palestiniana?

MICHAEL ADAMS

They are very sensitive about it, They are very much aware that television
in particular, as well as the newspapers, outside in the West are reflecting
the things they are doing, and that this reflects very badly on them.

They are particularly conscicus, of course, as always, of the effect on the
Americans, and it is worth adding that they are extemely conscious of the ill-

affects on their own socciety, ﬁarticularly on the young soldiers who evidently
have had orders to carry out what is an extraordinarily brutal programme of




repreasion. As one Israeli said - you know, this is very hard on our
soldiers, either they hate what they are doing and are humiliated by it

by going around beating up schoolchildren, or else they love it, and that
is worse.

DAVID SELLS
And yet the killing goes on. We saw again today in Mablus.

MICHAEL ADAMS

It does. There seems to be no end to it, and the Israelis seem to hover
very mcuh between the policy of live ammunition or of this repulsive policy
of beating people to the point of breaking their arms and legs. And there
are one or two other very disturbing aspects of the methods the Israelis

use. For instance, from the time I arrived in Israel, I began hearing

from Palestinians of  the use of what they called 'dum dum bullets'. Well,

at first I shrugged it off, I thought this is the kind of rumour that gains
ground in a situation like this, and in any case I didn't imagine that

'dum dum bullets' existed anymore. But I went to the chief Palestinian
hospital in Jerusalem, where the day before 53 casualties had been brought

in with gun shot wounds or else very severely beaten about, and I saw some .
of the casualties in bed, and noted their wounds, and again the doctors
started talking of these dum dum or exploding bullets. Well, I said, can
you provide any evidence for thia? And it occurred to me to ask whether
they had x~rays of these particular casualties that I was seeing. They said
yes, they did, and they brought the x-rays, and there is no mistaking it at
all that inside the body of the victim the bullet had disintergrated and

you can see up to about a dozen separate pieces of the bullet lodged in
different parts of the corpse.

DAVID SELLS
Michael Adams.




BBC2 TV PROGRAMME "NEWSNIGHT" - MONDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 1988
ITEM CONCERNING CURRENT SITUATION IN ISRAEL & THE ADMINISTERED TERRITORIES
INTERVIEW WITH ISRAELI AMBASSADOR TO LONDON, YEHUDA AVNER c*

FETER SNOW

The Twelve Foreign Ministers of the European Community today deplored what
they called "repressive measures taken by Israel in the crackdown on unrest in
the cccupied territories on the West Bank and Gaza Strip". The measures were
in violation of international law and human rights and must stop, the
Ministers  joint statement said. They were speaking after yet another day of
violence.

In Gaza a Senior United Nations official claimed that Israeli troops beat a
fifteen year old schoolboy to death and after demonstrations in the West Bank
a Palestinian man was shot dead. It brought the toll of deaths in two months
to at least fifty.

Hours after it was first reported that 1Israeli troops had killed the
schoolboy, the Bereij refugee camp where he lived, was sealed off as a war
zone by Israeli troops. According to the British Director of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency the boy, Iyad Mchammed Ajoul, was dragged fram
his home and his head was beaten to a pulp. Tonight the Israeli Army said the
boy s death was under investigation. Only yesterday doctors said ancther
schoolboy was beaten to death by the Army. There were sporadic outbreaks of
stone throwing in Palestinian villages toco. Some of them had been untroubled
up to now. Soldiers fired on a funeral where violence broke out and wounded
an eleven year old girl and fifteen year old boy.

Tonight it’'s estimated that 200,000 people are living under curfew.

In Jerusalem a Palestinian camp was sealed off. Police and soldiers
repeatedly fired into the air as they patrolled the area. All of this
followed the bloodiest day of the conflict so far. Yesterday three
Palestinians were shot dead by the Army and two more died of wounds suffered
on Thursday and Saturday.

The United States has already gone as far as it's ever gone in condemning
Israeli action. Three weeks ago it backed a UN Security Council censor of a
crackdown in the cccupied territories. Now Washington's attempting to launch
a new plan to bring peace to the area but it faces problems appear
insurmountable. First in Israel itself there is fundamental disagreement
about the shape of a sclution and the way to negotiate it. Foreign Minister
Peres is for exchanging land for peace and recognises that the only realistic
way of getting there is an international peace conference that the Arabs will
agree to attend. His Coalition partner, Prime Minister Shamir, says no” to
territorial compramise and no’ to an international peace conference. He
wants direct talks with the Arabs.

But the Arab who counts most, King Hussein of Jordan, was in West Germany
today telling Chancellor Kohl why he will only meet the Israelis under the
umbrella of a full-scale international conference.

President Reagan, like the Israeli Prime Minister, opposes an international
peace conference. He believes it 11 be a recipe for Soviet interference and
diplamatic paralysis but disturbed by the rioting in the occupied territories,
he’s now taken the unusual step in a presidential election year of putting the
Middle East back on his agenda and sending Richard Murphy, his special
representative on a special peace mission.
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Murphy spent the weekend in Damascus and he s now gone to Saudi Arabia. He's
canvassing the idea of getting Israel and the Arabs to agree first on a six
month period of autonomy for the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza and
this cooling off period would then be followed by negotiations on a permanent
settlement. Mr Murphy’s problem will be selling the idea of autonamy to King
Hussein who, so far, has rejected it out of hand.

And I'm joined now by the Israeli Ambassador in London, Yehuda Avner.
Ambassador, do you accept with the Eurcpeans that what your troops and police
are now doing is a violation of international law?

No. We are a country of the rule of law and we have a difference of opinion
that our European friends, with regard to that matter, not to least to cover
the circumstances which brought us into the West Bank and the Gaza Strip -
namely the assault upon the very life of Israel in 1967 and the defensive war
that lasted six days. But that is a somewhat complex and legalistic matter.

PETER SNOW

It s surely complex but if I may suggest it to you, the Geneva protocol of
1949, the Geneva Agreement of 1949 which your Government is a signatory to, is
quite clear that it is cutlawing brutality by civilian and military forces
against the civilians protected in occupied territories. It’'s quite clear
about that, isn’t it?

YEHUDA AVNER

We ... to adhere to that Convention to the letter and to the spirit. The
brutality ... I'm listening to your word "brutality" and when we are faced
with the nature of the not peaceful demonstrations but the most unimaginable
violence, often mindless and often orchestrated, when hoards come at you with
rocks and with Molotov Cocktails, with nail bombs and with ... and you take
every possible measure you can to reduce that vioclence without opening fire,

I must tell you that we do not have a policy of opening fire unless our troops
are in immediate threat to their very lives and this has been a difficult
weekend in which we 've had to face a most vicious kind of mobbed violence.

PETER SNOW
Can any of that excuse the apparent battering to death of two schoolboys - ane
of them apparently witnessed by a British relief worker?

YEHUDA AVNER

You are making an allegation which my Government says is under investigation.
We re not monsters and very often the kind ... of rumour and freguently
hysterical rumour that in the circumstances that is being stirred up in these
territories that you re occupying this kind of allegation. Whenever there
have been excesses (?) our troops are put under the strongest discipline and
our Israel Defence Forces are operating under tremendous restraints - self-
restraint - under great camplication.

PETER SNOW

Ambassador, moving on to Richard Murphy ‘s trip -the American special envoy.
Do you think he has any chance of squaring the circle between your Prime
Minster 's rejection of an international peace conference and King Hussein’s
insistence that that is the only way forward?

YEHUDA AVNER

I think with due respect that that is a little simplistic. Both Mr Peres, the
Foreign Minister and Mr Shamir, the Prime Minister, have welcomed, publicly
welcomed the reengagement of the United States through Mr Richard Murphy as a
special envoy to move along, accelerate the peace process as quickly as we
can. If we are able, as we must, to isclate the men of violence who are
trying to turn ... into another Beirut and Teheran - if we are able to ...
conditions where their anarchy which is designed to de-stablilise not only
Israel but our immediate moderate neighbours such as Jordan and Egqypt - if men




of political wisdom and courage could emerge with moderate voices out of the
present ... within the Palestinian people, a terribly misled people from the
days of the Mufti of Jerusalem and to the days of Yasser Arafat - the voice
that will not demand maximilism of 100% because 100%, let there be no mistake
about, this doctrine is not just for Nablus and Hebron, it’s for Haifa and
it’s for Tel Aviv and Jerusalem as well and I think that we have to give this
prospect of the Murphy mission every chance and every encouragement so that
out of the investigatory talks it is now bholding, will come a shuttle
diplomacy that will bring the peace process along and much depends upon the
Palestinians Arabs and their attitude.

olo
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TV AM ‘GOOD MORNING BRITAIN TUESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 1988
NAZI WAR CRIMES, ESTABLISHMENT OF UK ENQUIRY
INTERVIEW WITH IVAN LAWRENCE CC MP

Presenter

Douglas Hurd has ordered an enquiry into sixteen alleged war criminals
living in Britain. His announcement follows a panel of historians fin-
dings that the Austrian President, Dr Kurt Waldheim had knowledge of war
crimes though there is no evidence that he actually committed any.

But even if the Home Office Enquiry finds evidence against people in
this country, British law means that they cannot be prosecuted and
there are politicians and some MPs who believe that Mr Hurd should act
now to change that law to make that possible. One of them is Mr Ivan
Lawrence who is on the all party war crimes committee now and he is
with us now. Good morning, first of all your reaction to the , I
Suppose you can call it verdict on Kurt Waldheim, some people call it a
whitewash, what's your opinion?

Ivan Lawrence

It does not come as a great surprise to us on the war crimes group in
Farliament, but clearly he did not tell the truth about knowlng, about
being there and I think that heads of state have got to be beyond
reproach, it is really a matter for the Austrian people how they react
to that.

Presenter

Let's move to matters in Britain now. It is said, isn't it that two leading
lawyers will now be able to spend rougjly a year investigating allegations
that sixteen people resident in Britain were involved in war crimes.

Is that good enough for you, is that far enough for you.

Ivan Lawrence

I would like to say that I think that Douglas Hurd has been very brave
and has done absolutely the right thing in getting this thing moving.
He could have said no, it's no good, we cannot do it and that would
not have satisfied a large number of people in this country who be-
lieve that we have been quite wrong to provide a safe heaven to any-
body who has committed genocide or atrocities. But by having an en-
quiry which looks into firstly whether there is any evidence that

can br brought before the courts and secondly whether or not we should
change our rules, means slowing the whole thing down. And I would like
to have seen in the Criminal Justice Bill a small amendemnt made to
give us the power which we now do not have to bring any perpetrators
Lo trial and then let this enquiry consider whether there is suffi-
cient evidence to do so.

Presenter

But surely what Mr Hurd is recommending is merely if you like a standard
police practice in Britain. You must find evidence first before you can
prosecute. No good hauling people in before you have any evidence
against them.




Ivan Lawrence

The difference is that we already have the procedures in Britain for
prosecuting normal offenders. But we do not have the procedures in Britain
for prosecuting war time perpetrators because we cannot bring, we

cannot prosecute people who were not British cltizens at the time they
committed offences abroad and so we must change it so that those who

did commit those terrible crimes, and that's why it 1s not retrospective,
they knew at the time what they were doing that they were terrible
crimes, can actually be brough to trial and that cannot happen at pre-
sent and so we have to change the procedures of our British system

so that we can bring to trial anybody against whom there is sufficient
evidence to do so.

Presenter

It is fair to say that almost everybody will be sympathetic with any-
of the procedures that can bring war criminals to justice, but there
will be people who will call this a witch hunt. Again, one must re-
peat that without concrete evidence against these men you could ruin
their lives on hearsay.

Ivan Lawrence

Absolutely, and I don't think anybody wants to conduct any kind of a
witch hunt but it would be absolutely wrong to allow people who were
direct perpetrators of atrocities, of genocide to get away with it.
Our rules make it quite clear that people who commit murder, let alone
mass murder, should not be able to hide behind time and say, ah well
it is too late now. We can pursue them until the end of their days in
ordinary murders, there is even more reason why we should do it for
mass murder.

Presenter
What sort of crimes are we talking about. What degree of crime are the
sixteen alleged to have been involved in.

Ivan Lawrence

Not all of them have been alleged to have been involved in the same
degree. There are only very few who we can say are alleged to have
played a direct part in the mass deportation ending in death in con-
centration camps or the actual supervision of the killing of a large
number of innocent women and children.

Presenter
And briefly and finally, do you believe these people will be brought
to book and swiftly 7

Ivan Lawrence

I don't know, that's for the enquiry to find whether the evidence is
sufficient. Don't forget we have got to bring witnesses from behind
the iron curtain. It is not just documentary evidence that will
suffice. It has got to be good hard evidence that will stand up in a
British court of law. The Russians think that they can produce such
evidence for us and we will just have to wait and see, I have absolute
confidence in the two men who have been selected to do the job.
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ITV PROGRAMME "WEEKEND WORLD" - SUNDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 1988
CURRENT SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST S" 1) 4 5

MATTHEW BARRIS
First we look at the crisis in Israel.

The current revolt of the Palestinians there is unprecedented. For the first
time Arabs of all classes in both the occupied territories of Gaza and the
West Bank have joined together in six weeks of sustained riots and strikes
which have rattled the Israelis and for the first time Israel’s own Arab
citizens organised a one-day strike in support of those in occupied
territories. Whether this continues, and some think it will, the ferocity of
the clashes has confronted Israel with questions that go right to the heart of
the viability of the Jewish State.

Zionism, the philosophy of creating a separate nation State for Jews, was
invested in response to the anti-semitism of late 19th Century Europe.
Theodore Herzl believed that the only political solution to anti-semitism was

for Jews to find a safe place of their own to live by creating their own .
nation State. In his book "Der Judenstaat" he wrote: "We have everywhere
tried honestly to integrate with the national communities surrounding us and

to retain only our faith. We are not permitted to do so. If anly they would
leave us in peace but I do not think they will."

Herzl ‘s prophecy was profoundly underlined by the fate that befell Eurcpean
Jews at the hands of Hitler and this fate encouraged many other countries,
especially America, to bestow a moral blessing on Zionism. But from the
beginning there two strands in Zionism. One, associated with Chaim Weizmann
and Ben Gurion tock the view that although the primary purpose of Israel was
to be a safe place for Jews, it had a special responsibility because of Jewish
history, to maintain social justice and live in peace and tolerance if
possible with Arabs.

From the outset this dual aim was difficult. The proposed Jewish State was
rejected by the Arabs but in the ensuing War, the Israelis minimised the
threat by creating a State where Jews were in the overwhelming majority. The
Arabs fled.

But another more militant strand of Zionism associated with Vladimir
Jabotinsky and Menachem Begin tock the view that rapprochement between Jews
and Arabs was an impossibility and the only way for Israel to be safe was to
create a militarily strong Jewish State on both sides of the Jordan. This
strand came to the fore in 1967 when, threatened by an arms build-up in Arab
States, the Israelis launched a pre-emptive strike. They invaded important
strategic areas cutside their borders and after the War the Army held on to
the territory they believed was essential to guarantee security - the Gaza
Strip, West Bank and the Golan Heights.

Conservative Zionists saw this as an opportunity of securing a permanent hold
on these strategic territories and 60,000 Jewish settlers moved in to what
they claimed was theirs - the Biblical Land of Israel - but many Liberals
warned that this policy contained a cardinal error.

It potentially undermines the Israelis security because it involves
controlling one and a half million Arabs. They can’t be annexed into Israel
proper where they would soon outnumber the four and a half million Israelis.
Already there are more Arab than Jewish births each in greater Israel.
Instead these Arabs have to be patrolled. 75% of them have grown up knowing
nothing but Israeli occupation and they are bitter.




When they rebelled in violent demonstrations last December Israel ‘s internal
security was threatened on an unprecedented scale but it ‘s not just Israel’s
security that’s threatened by the occupation. To guell the revolt the
Israelis have been forced to use harsh methods. They 've shot unarmed
demonstrators. They ve also adopted a policy some Israelis have called
"collective punishment" to instill fear into the Palestinians - rounding
pecple up and beating them with clubs but however necessary this force may be
to hold down revolt, it has brought with it a moral dilemma for a humanitarian
people.

Brutal action by Israeli forces has rocked the Jewish conscience before,
notably in the invasion of South Lebanon. Then, under political pressure from
both outside and inside Israel, the Army withdrew but this time the dilemma is
much more painful. Unlike leaving the Lebanon, the leave the West Bank is to
leave territory many Israelis regard as essential to security and others see
as their own but to stay and stomach this brutality will be equally painful
because of the risk that it will become an integral part of Israel’s daily
life.

Already this dilemma has surfaced among Israeli soldiers:

Israeli Soldier

I am confused. I'm sure people above me are confused. My soldiers are
confused.

MATTHEW PARRIS

Other reports suggest young Israeli soldiers have even fought each other over
the policy of beatings and the following statement from a soldier was guoted
in a Tel Aviv newspaper last week:

Israeli Soldiers

We got orders to knock on every door, enter and take out all the males. The
younger ones we lined up with their faces against the wall and soldiers beat
them with "billy clubs" (?). After one soldier finished beating a detainee,
another soldier called him: "You Nazi" - and the first man shot back: "You
bleeding heart. When one soldier tried to stop another from beating an Arab
for no reason a fist fight broke out.

MATTHEW PARRIS

The traumatic events of the past six weeks have brought Israelis face to face
with two dilemmas. Israel’s position in the Middle East has always been under
threat but is the occupation of Arab land really going to be compatible with
Israel ‘s long term security? And even if it is, are the methods they have to
use in holding on to these territories compatible with the moral values they 'd
like to preserve in their society?

These dilemmas are not new. They sum up the essential problems of a Jewish
nation State in the Middle East but this is the first time in many years
they 've been brought home so sharply. So has the present crisis changed the
way Israelis answer these questions?

I have now on a live link to Jerusalem three Israelis who ‘ve been deeply
involved in the debate. Mr Israel Harell - you ‘ve been involved as Chairman
of the settlements on the West Bank - that ‘s Judea and Samaria. How far do
you think that Israel is going to carry on being able to sustain this level of
sporadic violence and that not begin to interfere with her own security?

ISRAEL HARELL - Chairman of the Council of Settlements

It looks to me that Israel is facing now a situation where Israel must decide
if it wants to continue the holding of the entire land of Israel from the sea
to the Jordan and keep security for the four and a half million inhabitants. of
Israel and the riots in Judea and Samaria of course there is the guestion:
Are we able or not able to do it?




MATTHEW PARRIS
That 's the question.

ISRAEL HARELL

In my opinion we are able to do it if we want to maintain and keep our own
existence. Once we are going to retreat from Judea and Samaria, I'm afraid
that the border will come back to Tel Aviv and to Natanya, Petach Tikva -
three cities that are almost on the Mediterranean Sea. Before 67 those three
cities were always in danger of invading by terrorists as well as Jerusalem
was.

MATTHEW PARRIS

Does this mean, Mr Harell, that Israel is going to have to accept continuing
violence if it is to hold on to these territories?

ISRAEL, HARELL

No, not at all. Of course we can bring to a solution. There are several
solutions - political ones that I believe that if the Israeli Government will
launch them, we might see the end of those riots. The first and that one
which is acceptable in my view and I believe that we can find partners in the
Arab world, is to grant to the Palestinians in Judea and Samaria, autonamy and
I'm talking about full autonomy. This can give them same of their
aspirations; grant them some of their national feelings. Not all of course as

a State. For instance, I can’t see that they will be able to hold an Army or
foreign relations.

MATTHEW PARRIS

But the problem is that the Palestinians on the West Bank have always rejected
this autonomous State which you propose and there’s not sign that they re
going to change their mind on that so if they do continue to reject what
you're proposing, surely you are going to have to carry on occupation by
force?

ISRAEL HARELL

If the guestion is our existence and their occupation I ‘m afraid that the
answer must be, the present state should be continued but not necessarily. I
believe that a great number of them would like to have autonomy if they can’t
have a State and they will came to .... with us, providing that we are willing
to do it. ‘There are of course another solution that I believe that might be
even better than this one but I'm not sure that in the near future we can
exercise it.

For instance, I 'm sure that you know that in the East Bank of the Jordan, in
other words in the Kingdom of Jordan, more than 70% of the citizens are
Palestinians and those who would like to have a Palestinian State could see
the East Bank of the Jordan as their own State. One should remember that the
Arabs, after all, have twenty-two States and more that 22,000,000 square miles
of size while Israel, including what you call the West Bank - in other words
Judea and Samaria - are only 25,000 square kilometres.

MATTHEW PARRIS
Thank you Mr Harell.

Rabbi Hartman - you've long argued that Israel cannot continue to conduct
herself in this way. Why do you say that?

RABBI SHALOM HARTMAN - Director, Shalam Hartman Institute

Fundamentally there are two basic values which are profoundly in conflict with
each other. There is the deep love for the whole land; the desire to come
home; the desire to build a national autonomous pecple in the Biblical
Pramise. On the other hand, there are human beings created in the image of
G-d called Palestinians who live in this land and feel attached to it. The
question that we have to face: Do the Jewish people and the Palestinians for
them to exist as a separate nation require the delegitimisation of the other?
Is it one or the other in terms of the vision of Jewish history and in the
vision of the Biblical history?




My claim is that we 've come home to find room for both people and that we do
not need to delegitimise the other in order to have cur own dignity. We ve
heard for forty years, we have no right to be here. We‘ve heard for forty
years that in a sense we are an alien growth. I claim that we have come hcme
but we have come home to find room for the Arab and not to dispossess.

MATTHEW PARRIS

Rabbi, these are moral arguments. Is there not a conflict between the moral
argument that you have just put and the military need for Israel’s security by
not surrounding herself with hostile States in strategic positions?

RABBI SHALOM HARTMAN

I believe that the only possibility for a Palestinian solution is total
demilitarisation and no offence weapons on the other side of the Jordan - on
this side of the Jordan. In other words we have to distinguish between the
security needs which we must be very exact and certain about and the political
need to contrel a whole nation.

I seek not to abuse the dignity of the Palestinians but I also seek to live in
security and dignity myself and therefore I want to separate the question of
security with the question of contrel over the Palestinians.

MATTHEW PARRIS

But Rabbi, most of your countrymen don’t seem to agree with you that this
demilitarisation could in fact add to Israel’s security. They think that it
would undermine Israel ‘s security and there is every sign of a hardening of
their attitude towards the occupied territories. What makes you think that
that is going to change?

RABRI SHALOM HARTMAN

I believe that there is a fluidity now. The positions are not hard. I think
at this moment people are asking themselves: Is this the price we must pay
for freedam and dignity? I believe in the soul of my people, is the desire to
embrace the Palestinians but not as martyrs but as vital living people. I
think the country is not moving towards the Right. I think they are a weir of
this real issue of the Palestinians. I think they are ready to discover ways
of dialogue and discussion. The Palestinians must speak now. They must
declare how they want to live with us. They must declare that they re giving
up all their plans of genoccide. They must in some way say with clear dignity
that they want to live with us in secure and dignified relationships. The
voice must come from the Palestinians now.

MATTHEW PARRIS

Rabbi, is this, as you've just explained it, a question of faith so to speak,
coming from your heart or is it a practical assessment of what you think the
Israeli people are going to do, coming from your head?

RABBI SHALOM HARTMAN

I do not live as a philosopher in the sky. You can’t live in Jerusalem and
live in Heaven. When you live in Jerusalem you must live at the earth. I ve
came home to live at the earth. I sense the grassroots pulse of this people.
They do not desire to control another nation. ~This has not been the dream of
Jewish history but they don’t want to commit suicide as well. If they can
feel that they can live securely with this other people, I am convinced
they 11 be open to them.

MATTHEW PARRIS
Thank you Rabbi Hartman.

Mr Benvenisti. I turn to you as an expert on the West Bank. You've worked
there now for many years. How significant a milestone do you think this is?
Is it just a hiccup or is it a very significant phase, this latest unrest?




MERON BENVENISTI - Director, West Bank Data Project
It is a very significant phase except I don’t think that it started now. We
had all the indications of gathering storm - we just ignored it so now we are

deep into what I would define as an almost ... inter-communal strife and the
way to explain it to the British viewer is to think about the situation in
Northern Ireland. This is also the ... that I think one should take into
account if one wants to ask the question, how soon we’ll find an answer to
that. It’s a long phase and I see violence continuing for a long time.

MATTHEW FARRIS
Rabbl Hartman felt that there was already the beginnings of a change of heart,

as he saw it, in the Israeli people and a stirring of a need for peace and the
desire for demilitarisation. Do you see that change?

MERON BENVENISTI

Well the thing is, that I see only on the abstract level or abstract dilemmas
but not of immediate choices and I do not see it on both sides - both on the
Israeli side and on the Palestinian side. What we see now the positions are
hardening. There is much more rage, much more anger and the level of violence
- we just heard now that three more were killed about half an hour ago - will
cause terrible longterm effects on the "psychy" of both people.

MATTHEW PARRIS

Are there any longterm signs then that these divisions are going to be healed,
that they are going to be reconcilable?

MERON BENVENISTI

Well yes, in the longrun one must hope that they ‘11 reconcile but if you ask
me what is my prediction, it is quite gloomy, at least in the foreseeable
future unfortunately.

MATTHEW PARRIS

I was asking you not so much what you hoped but what you expected and you
expect the foreseeable future will be bad?

MERON BENVENISTI
Will be as bad as it is now. Maybe there will be less violence but the cycle

will continue with short periods of quasi-calmer situations but it’s always
going to be beneath the surface.

MATTHEW PARRIS
what 1if the violence gets very much worse - is there any chance do you think
that the Israeli State will pull back from its present positions?

MERON BENVENISTI

No because I don’t think that the phase of - the problem defined as
disposition (?) of the territories - that phase is unfortunately over.

MATTHEW PARRIS

What on the other hand, if the violence got very much better? In fact if we
had a period of a year or two with a very low level of violence or none in the
occupied territories, do you think that Israel would then re-assess her

position then and move perhaps towards the demilitarisation of which the Rabbi
spoke.

MERON BENVENISTI
No. I think that then the question is no longer an extraneous question. It
is an internally generated conflict so what one should hope, is the local
leaders on both sides will see to it that they’ll create some level and normal
humanistic dialogue instead of the dialogues for violent deeds that they are
conducting now.

MATTHEW PARRIS
Howe much worse do you think that this conflict could get or would have to get

before those signs of a recognition by the people on the grounds, those signs
begin to bear fruit?




MERON EBENVENISTI

I don’t know. That is why I have to provide you with my ... forecast, not my
really forecast so I think it’ll have to be maybe even worse until people will
realise that they are facing an enemy.

You see one of the problems is that they do not even recognise that there is
an enemy, let alcone a partner.

olo
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EXTRACT FROM INTERVIEW WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY, SIR GEOFFREY HOWE, ABOUT HIS
FORTHOOMNG VISIT TO THE USSR AND ABOUT MATTERS OF THE MIDDLE EAST

GCRDON CLOUGH

Will you be pressing the Russians to join an arms embargo against Iran which
they have failed to do even though they call for the ceasefire with the other
members of the Security Council?

SIR GEOFFREY HOWE

Certainly. I regard the moment when the Security Council unanimously passed
the Resolution 598 as a very important one. I regard it the mcment when the
five Foreign Ministers of the Permament Members of the Security Council came
together in September agreeing on the next step as a very important one. I
shall be pressing Mr Shevardnaze to join with us in delivering the arms
embargo that should be now put in place.

GORDON CLOUGH
Do you think the Russians are as serious in their intention of leaving
Afghanistan?

SIR GEOFFREY HOWE
I've discussed it many times with Mr Shevardnaze and indeed with Mr Gorbachev
when he first came to Britain in 1984 and I believe that they have a real wish
to get out of Afghanistan, I believe they recognise that it was a mistake to
get there. We shall have to wait and see whether they can and will translate
that into action.

GORDON CLOUGH
Do you think there is a role for the Russians in trying to solve the Arab-
Israel dispute?

SIR GECFFREY HOWE
I think that since we all believe that the way ahead is through a conference
under the United Nation’s auspices.

GORDON CLOUGH
The Americans don’t believe that, so who is the “all’?

SIR GEOFFREY HOWE

The great majority of the world and indeed many Americans, many members of the
Israeli government do believe that. The volume of people believing that the
United Nations has a part to play is very large and it’s actually fanciable to
pretend that one can advance to major changes in the Middle East without the
Soviet Union being involved.

GORDON CLOUGH

You re also picking up same human rights questions, you re taking a list of
cases and you 've seen a couple of people involved in family reunification
cases. How important is this aspect of a visit like this at a time when East-
West relations have much improved compared with what they used to be?

SIR GEOFFREY HOWE

I think it’s very important. What I 'm concerned about now is to try to produce
a change of attitudes so that Soviet citizens become entitled as a right to
enjoy the same freedom of movement as we all take for granted, rather than
these individual cases being used, as they so often seem to be, as convenient
morsels to make available at convenient times in the international process.
That ‘s putting it a bit harshly. There has been a real change in the Soviet
Union, but not I think sufficiently fundamental, sufficiently real for what
the world weculd like. '
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BEC RADIO 4 PROGRAMME "TODAY" - THURSDAY, 26TH NOVEMBER 1987
ITEM CONCERNING THE SEARCH FOR ALLEGED NAZIS
INTERVIEW WITH MEIL SHER \
INTRODUCED BY ‘JOHN HUMPHRIES “\%
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JOHN HUMPHRIES (

It was reported at the weekend that the law in Eritain)fglgning to be changed
so that men suspected of War Crimes outside Britain can be tried here. By
coincidence, America’s top Nazi hunter, Mr Neil Sher, has come here to talk to
the Home Office and MPs about how they do it in the United States. Mr Sher,
who ‘s official title is Director of the Office of Special Investigations, is
with me.

You set up your office in 1979, why?

NEIL SHER ®
That ‘s correct. In 1979 there culminated a strong effort on the part of the
United States Congress by ... support, to once and for all deal with the
issues of alleged Nazi persecutors and alleged Nazi criminals. For many years
there had been allegations that such people were living freely in the United
States and so finally in "79 our Government decided that they were going to
create an office, who’'s only mission was to investigate these pecple and take
appropriate action under our law.

JOHN HUMPHRIES
And what have you done?

NEIL SHER

We bhave investigaed over a thousand individuals and brought to Court over
sixty. The aim essentially is to strip them of American citizenship which

they illegally secured and then deport them and nineteen people have in fact

been deported or otherwise removed from the United States. About twenty six

or so have been stripped of citizenship and another six are waiting to be
deported. They re going through the appeals processes and we have about
twenty five cases pending in various US Tribunals - US Courts - right now. .

JOHN HUMPHRIES

Have you come here to suggest that we should set up a similar office of
investigation?

NEIL SHER

It s really not my province to suggest to the British authorities what they
Can or cannot do with their law. I am here really to indicate that if there
was any assistance they need, this is the message I will give, in having to
find evidence if they ‘re interested, where you can find witnesses, people to
contact. There's no need to re-invent the wheel and I would add that in
Canada and Australia similar efforts are under way and I ve been to Australia
and Canada and their representatives have been to our offices in Washington to
discuss the matters with them.

JOHN HUMPHRIES

It must be becoming increasingly difficult to trace and to prove crimes
against these pecple.




NEIL SHER

I think there is no guestion and anybody involved in this will tell you that
time is the biggest enemy. Witnesses are passing away or becoming infirm;
defendants are dying - but what it really does is ensure that we work as

quickly as we can and as hard as we can. Documents become very very important
because a document doesn’t lose a memory and doesn’t die.

JOHN HUMPHRIES
What is the motive behind this - the motivation behind now? Is it vengance.

NEIL SHER

No I don't think that’s really it at all. Certainly in the United States
there is extremely strong sentiment at being a country founded by immigrants
and being the place that we re proud of our tradition of giving safe haven and
refuge to the persecuted people over the world and particularly today’s
Thanksgiving Day and for Americans it’s particularly important we think in
these terms. We really think it’s a abhorent to have in our country the

oppressors, the persecutors. It simply does not sit well and it goes against
everything our country stands for.
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Thursday
3 December 1987

Volume 123
No. 57

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Oral Answers to Questions

HOME DEPARTMENT

Nazi War Crimes

8. Mr. Winnick: To ask the Secretary of State for the
Home Department if he will make a statement on what
action he intends to take in regard to those living in the
United Kingdom who are alleged to have committed Nazi
crimes in the last war.

Mr. Hurd: We are urgently considering the policy and
legal implications of documents provided by the Simon
Wiesentha! centre. | hope to be able to announce our
conclusions soon.

Mr. Winnick : I appreciate what the Home Secretary has
just said, but would it not be quite wrong if those held
responsible for the most monstrous Nazi war crimes were
allowed to get away scot-free because they happen to be
living in the United Kingdom? Therelore, is not the real
choice lor the Government one between changing the law
on extradition, as we have been urging on the Insh
Government on another matter, or allowing legal
proceedings to take place in this country?

Mr. Hurd: The truth is that we have no jurisdiction as
things stand over crimes, however serious, committed
overseas by individuals who were not British citizens at
that time, nor is there, under present arrangements or
likely arrangements, a possibility of extradition, nor can
Eherc be any thorough further investigation without
Junsdiction. We have to decide whether we should assert
jurisdiction by a change in the law and if so how that
should be defined. That is far from easy. The ethical and
legal considerations are very serious and do not all point
in the same way. We are considering how to proceed.




House of Commons

Thursday 3 December 1987
Oral Answers to Questions
HOME DEPARTMENT

Nazi War Crimes

Mr. Stanbrook: Will my right hon. Friend agree that,
however much we detest the perpetrators of war crimes,
we should not institute extraordinary legal changes to
enable mere allegations to be pursued?

Mr. Hurd: The difficulty is that it is hard to pursue
beyond the stage of mere allegations when there is no
jurisdiction. There is certainly no question of creating
crimes or offences retrospectively. It is a question of the
width of our jurisdiction over crimes that are recognised
by everyone as crimes,

Mr. Flannery : When massive evidence is accruing about
crimes committed during the war as in the case of GECAS
in Edinburgh, will we tolerate a situation where a trial
needs to take place to let us all know whether the crimes
have been committed, or will we leave a man like that and
apparently 16 others in this country and do nothing about
them after all that we think that they have done?

Mr. Hurd : The hon. Gentleman clearly has not listened
to the exchanges over the past two minutes. I have set out
the considerations and the options that we are considering,

Mr. Marlow: Will my right hon. Friend please be
extremely wary on this issue and take note of the fact that
the supporters of this particular proposal are motivated
not by justice, but by the demands of propaganda? Will he
also be aware of the fact that many of his hon. Friends
would be extremely concerned il he were to pursue such
legislation which would, in effect, be retrospective?

Mr. Hurd: The question is how we deal with extremely
serious allegations. 1 do not want to repeat myself in case
I get the balance slightly different, but 1 have set out
deliberately all the considerations. We must be very
cautious about this because the considerations either way
are very serious. As soon as we have reached a conclusion,
we shall let the House know.

Mr. Alex Carlile: If the Home Secretary announces
jurisdictional changes in due course will he also consider
the necessity of announcing specific funds so that proper
police investigations can be carried out into the allegations
that have been made?

Mr. Hurd: Any change would certainly produce costs.
There is no doubt about that. 1 do not believe that the hon,
and learned Gentleman or anyone else would think that
that consideration should be decisive.




Monday, 7th December, 1987

Written No. 273

Mr Ron Brown (Edinburgh, Leith): To ask the Secretary of State
for the Home Department, what representations he has received
seeking action against Mr A Gecos. o resident of Edinburgh,
in relation to aolleged war crimes; ond if he will make a
statement.

JOHN PATTEN

Around 2,000 mostly in the form of pre-printed postcards.

We are now considering the policy ond legal implications of
the documents provided by the Simon Wiesenthal Center.
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‘ Notices of Motions: lé‘th November 1987 1167

-
k 331 HOLOCAUST NEWS

Mr Michael Latham
Mr Greville Janner
Mr John D. McWilliam
Mr Ted Leadbitter
Mr Eddie Loyden
Mr David Cleltand
: * o
Ms Joyce Quin Mr Dennis Turner Mr John Cummings

That this House views with repugnance the publication, Holocaust News, the aim of which
is to deny the events of the Holocaust as lies, exaggeration and preposterous tales, which
have been perpetrated by Zionist-Jewry's stunning propoganda machine: considers its
nation-wide distribution to schools, local councils, private addresses, honourable Members
and many others as a clear altempt to stir up racial hatred contrary to the Public Order Act
1986; and urgently calls upon the Government to take appropriate action.”.

No.48 Notices of Motions: 20th November 1987 1185

331 HOLOCAUST NEWS

Mr Michael Latham
Mr Greville Janner

Mr John D. McWilliam
Mr Ted Leadbitter

Mr Eddie Loyden

Mr David Clelland

* |l
Mr Frank Cook Mr Jacques Arnold

That this House views with repugnance the publication, Holocaust News, the aim of which
is to deny the events of the Holocaust as lies, exaggeration and preposterous tales, which
have been perpetrated by Zionist-Jewry's stunning propaganda machine; considers ils
nation-wide distribution to schools, local councils, private addresses. honourable Members
and many others as a clear attempt to stir up racial hatred contrary to the Public Order Act
1986; and urgently calls upon the Government to take appropriale action.”,

No.49 Notices of Motions: 23rd November 1987 1209
331 HOLOCAUST NEWS
Mr Michael Latham
Mr Greville Janner
Mr John D. McWilliam
Mr Ted Leadbitter
Mr Eddie Loyden
Mr David Clelland
* 28
Mr Jeremy Hanley Mr David Knox Mr George Robertson
Mr Ernie Ross Mr William McKelvey Mr John McAllion
Mr Mr Donald Anderson Mr John Butterfill Mr Ivan Laurence
Rev Martin Smyth Dr Michael Clark Mr Brian Sedgemore
Mr Neil Thorne Mr Allen McKay Mr Robin Squire
Mr Harry Barnes Mr Spencer Batiste

That this House views with repugnance the publication, Holocaust News, the aim of which
is to deny the events of the Holocaust as lies, exaggeration and preposterous tales, which
have been perpetrated by Zionist-Jewry's stunning propaganda machine; considers its
nation-wide distribution to schools, local councils, private addresses, honourable Members
and many others as a clear attempt to stir up racial hatred contrary to the Public Order Act
1986; and urgently calls upon the Government to take appropriate action.”.

* The figure following this symbol gives the toral number of names 4':9" Members appended, including those nomes
added in this edition of the Notices of Questions and Mations.
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k PARLTAMENTARY QUESTION FOR ORDINARY WRITTEN ANSWER

ON TUESDAY 17th NOVEMBER 1987

QUESTION MR. JIM COUSINS: To ask the Secretary of 3tate or
" the Home Department, if ke will take action against
G

the publishers of an alleged historical Journal
called Holocaus:t News under the Race Relations Act:

and if he will make a stalement.
MEMBER'S CONSTITUENCY: NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE CENTRAL (LAB)
ANEWER THE SOLICITOR GENERAL: I have been asksd to reply.

The publication has been examined by the Director of
Public Prosecutions, and he has concluded that it

does not, in his view, contravene the law.
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26 October 1987

¥

k¥

14
52

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Yolume 121
No. 30

Written Answers to Questions

HOME DEPARTMENT

Mr. Gecas

Mr. Winnick asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department what is the latest position regarding his
inquiries into the allegations of Nazi war crimes made
against Mr. Gecas; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Hurd: On 17 July the Simon Wiesenthal centre
presented  documentary materdal containing serious
allegations against Mr. Gecas and two others. This
material is still under examination, In the light of our
assessment we shall consider what action is open to us.




Monday
26 October 1987

Yolume 121
No. 30 e

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

HOME DEPARTMENT

Foreign Visitors

Mr. Winnick asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department (1) what are the numbers refused admission
as visitors into the United Kingdom in the last five years
due to involvement in wartime Nazi organisations; and if
he will make a statement ;

{2) if wartime involvement i the WaiTen S8 is a reason
for refusing someone admission into the United Kingdom
as a visitor; and if he will make a statement,

Mr. Renton: Decisions on the admission of passengers
to the United Kingdom are taken on armval here and on
the basis of the circumstances of the individual case. A
passenger may be refused leave to enter on the grounds
that his exclusion is conducive to the public good and
factors such as that referred to by the hon. Member may
be relevant to that decision. Central records are however
not maintained of the detailed reasons for the refusal of
leave to enter, to passengers seeking entry as visitors,

Mr. Winnick asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department what is now his policy towards the admission
into the United Kingdom as visitors who are leading
members of the French npational front; and what
representations he received over the proposed visit by the
leader of that organisation.

Mr, Renton: Decisions on the admission of passengers
to the United Kingdom are taken on their arrival here and
on the basis of the circumstances of the individual case. We
have received a small number of letters opposing the recent
proposed visit of M. Le Pen, of which two were from hon.
Members.




Monday
26 October 1987

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Volume 121
No. 30

Written Answers to Questions
HOME DEPARTMENT

Extradition

Mr. Wareing asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department how many requests he has had in each year
since 1979 to extradite persons residing in the United
Kingdom to face charges of alleged war crimes; how many
extraditions have taken place; what steps he plans to take
to investigate such allegations; and il he will make a
statement.

Mr. Hurd : Since 1979 the United Kingdom has received
three requests from the Soviet Union for the extradition
of people accused of war crimes. In 1986 two requests were
received, one relating to a person who had died and the
other to a person whose whereabouts were unknown. One
request has been received this year, However, in the
absence of an extradition treaty it is not possible 1o
extradite to the Soviet Union. We are examining
documentary material provided to us by the Simon
Wiesenthal centre which contains serious allegations
about the wartime activities of three people. In the Light
of our assessment of this material we shall consider what
action is open to us.
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FCO PRESS CONFERENCE: Tuesday, 25 August 1987

THE GULF

Asked about reports of a Kuwaiti decision to re-register a tanker

under the British flag, Spokesman said that re-registration was a
purely commercial matter.

MR ANTON GECAS

In answer to a question, Spokesman confirmed that the British
Embassy in Moscow had received a note from the Soviet authorities on
24 August, which detailed allegations against Mr Gecas and requested
that he should be handed over to the Soviet authorities. Spokesman
said that the FCO would respond to the note in due course and

confirmed that there was no extradition treaty between the United
Kingdom and the Soviet Union.




CRIMES OF WAR: TIME FOR JUSTICE r"l
SCOTTISH TELEVISION, 22 JULY 1987 N;,

DEBATE FOLLOWING STV 'S TELEVISION DOCUMENTARY REGARDING NAZIS IN THE UK

(Early part of programme missing)

SHEENA MacDONALD
-+ Yyou suggested it was not a good ideas to continue pursuing these men,
what s your understanding of justice in this context ?

IVOR STANBROOK, MP

My understanding of justice in this context is that this particular campaign
1s inspired not so much by justice as by vengeance and I don’t believe that
vengeance is a proper standard by which we can judge anybody and in particular
I am against changing or bending ocur law so as to accommodate this particular
campaign by the Wiesenthal Centre.

MacDONALD

I am sure Mr Zuroff will have a response to that but first of all I would like
to go to Professor MacCormick who is the director of social and philosophical
study of law at Edinburgh University. Neil MacCormick, what is a war crime ?

MacCORMICK, PROFESSCR, LAW FACULTY, EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY

A war crime is in simple terms a crime committed in the context of war. War
is often an excuse or a justification for killing people but many acts which
can be committed in war are criminal as for example as Efraim Zuroff remarked,
killing innccent non-combatant men, women and children is a crime even if
committed in time of war.

MacDONALD
So would you agree with his definition of justice or would you sympathise with
Ivor Stanbrook 's point of view ?

MacCORMICE

I don t think either was defining justice. Justice camprises many elements.
One element is that retributive justice as defined by Mr Zuroff. There are
other aspects of justice including the justice of a fair trial, and the fair
airing of allegations and so forth. I think that an important part of justice
is as was said, bringing to accusations, proof and punishment to those who
have comitted crimes.

MacDONALD
So 40 years on would you feel that is the thing to do ?

MacCORMICK 3

It & a general rule of most civilised legal systems that crimes as such don 't
as we say prescribe. If somebody commits a murder 40 years ago it remains a
murder 40 years later and the fact that somebody has succeeded in  concealing
themselves for a period of time doesn 't make it cease to be a crime or cease
to be punishable in any ordinary system of law.

MacDONALD
Richard Holloway, may I come to you. You are Bishop of Edinburgh. Would you
accept that point of view ?




RT. REV. RICHARD HOLLOWAY, BISHOP OF EDINBURGH

Yes I think I would. I would be interested in the de-emoticnalising the thing
and I think that one important part of justice is establishing the truth,
finding what actually happened. What you then do about it I think we could
debate. You might want to be merciful, you might want to punish exorbitantly
but I think you can’t do any of those things, you can’t debate them until the
record is established and I think that in this particular debate we are
actually talking about filling the record up as far as we can and I think I
would support establishing facts that are establishable and the longer we wait
the more difficult that will become.

MacDONALD

Peter Archer, you are an ex-solicitor general and you serve on the Cross Party
Parliamentary War Crimes Group. Now presumably establishing evidence ar
information or the facts is part of your brief ?

RT. HON. PETER ARCHER, MP, WAR CRIMES GROUP

Oh certainly I would be very anxious that there shouldn 't be any miscarriages
of Jjustice and I can see that it’s distasteful and difficult to drag up
samething which happened more than forty years ago and put somecne who's an
elderly person into the dock as it were but I think we are talking about an
episcde in history which let loose evil of a guite unigue character. I don't
think there is anything in modern history to compare with it and I think the
whole international community would insist that this just can’t be forgotten.
It is our business and indeed if we tried to escape the difficulties by simply
sweeping it under the carpet it would be deeply offensive to the relatives of
the victims.

MacDONALD
But it has been swept under the carpet for a long time. It’s over 40 years
now since the war ended. Professor Bernard Crick, you ‘re emeritus professor

of peolitics at London University and a visiting professor at Edinburgh
University. Now you have called for an end to the hunting of what you
describe as “foul old men’. Obvicusly then you sympathise with Ivor
Stanbrook. Why is now, more than 40 years on, is it the time to end the hunt,
not to pursue the hunt ?

PROFESSOR BERMARD CRICK, POLITICAL DEPARTMENT, LONDON UNIVERSITY

I think the crime of the holocaust was so enormous and horrible that 1t
transcends the possibilities of human justice. I think yes, it does call for
vengeance but a lot of vengeance was done at the time in hot blood, by
killing, but what can be better justified in hot blood by killing than it can
by prostituting systems of justice 40 years after. Not many old men in the
dock, don’t forget, but old men witnessing. Yes, that was him, that was him,
they ve seen photographs, they ve read books, they ‘ve spent all their lives
hoping for vengeance. This is not justice. There are 3 motives for all this
happening. As Mr Zuroff said, there is justice but I don't like his
definition of justice in terms of punishment. I'm a platonist in this sense
and although I'm a humanist my ethics are Christian. I'm sorry, I do have to
say this very bluntly. I think that justice consists of doing what is right
and also in atonement and also in forgiveness and as a non-believing humanist
I also believe in atonement. This is hopeless after all these years. The
second motive is vengeance and the third motive, damn it, is to do with the
internal politics of the State of Israel, the determination of the older
generation to keep on staging state trials because they believe that the
patriotic young generation who are tremendously patrioctic, who have grown up
in Israel, wheo have had military service, who are almost Greek in their
attitude to public service and democratic politics - I don't agree with all
the policies of the State of Israel, yet nonetheless they think they are not
Jewish enough because they do not remember the horrors of the holocaust. I
wish the young could be given a rest from the horrors.




MacDONALD

Efraim Zuroff, I think you should respond to that point first and also to the
point that’s been made that this is actually vengeance rather than true
justice.

EFRAIM ZURCOFF, WIESENTHAL CENTRE

First of all, in terms of the politics of the State of Israel, I think that
the issue in hand is not what the State of Israel would do but rather what the
government of Great Britain will do.

STANEROOK
That ‘s the issue that you want to make.

ZUROFF

I beg your pardon. We came here to present evidence to the Hame Office and
our feeling is, is that it is the Home Office which must take action. The
government of the State of Israel cannot dictate to Great Britain what to do
and regardless of what ultimately happens to the individuals in guestion, the
first question relates to Britain. How will Britain respond to these
allegations ? How will Britain respond to the evidence ? We feel we ve
submitted evidence of a conclusive nature regarding one suspect, preliminary
evidence regarding 2 additional suspects, and allegations regarding additional
suspects. We think that it’s only proper that the government of Great Britain
investigate these charges. That’'s number 1. This has absolutely nothing to
do with the State of Israel. It ‘s true that ultimately these suspects might
be extradited to the State of Israel, although I think it’'s doubtful. This is
a possibility although there are legal obstacles, there are technical
obstacles, but that is definately not the issue at hand and has nothing to do
with this. Moreover, I want to point out that having personally attended the
trial of Ivan Demjanjuk, I take exception to your statement regarding the
youth of the State of Israel. The youth of the State of Israel have proven in
the course of this trial that they have an intense interest in the holocaust,
they are very interested in what is going on and the recent opinicn polls in
Israel show that if the older generation are worried they have absclutely
nothing to worry about because the overwhelming majority of the people of the
State of Israel are interested in seeing that justice is achieved. Now, but I
think the other statement is very serious and that is calling our campaign a
campaign of wvengeance. First of all, it’s true that as Jews we have 3
personal motivation in pursuing this matter but bevond the personal level
there is a level that relates to society, a universal level. The guestion 1s
how dees society respond to the crimes committed during the holocaust., Wwhat
1s the message that society is broadcasting. The message until now has been,
if you commit a crime and you are able to escape for 40 years, we will aive
you a prize and let you die in peace and tranquility because after all, you ve
already succeeded in escaping for 40 years, so why drudge up cld crimes. But
if God forbid, Mr Stanbrock, someone had murdered your child and time had
passed, would the passage of time in anyway dull your desire to see that evil
person were brought to justice ?

STANBROOK

Obvicusly this is a perscnal matter and as regards the persons themselves, one
has every sympathy for the way they feel. This was a terrible, terrible crime
which was committed over the course of a number of years involving many
millions of people possibly and no cne has any sympathy with the perpetrators
but we are discussing whether the state as such should change its rules,
change its administraticn of justice, change its rules of evidence in order
that after 40 years or more, these pecple should be brought before same sort
of court and punished, notwithstanding the fact that the evidence such as we
hear about it is not really sufficient by British law. You expect us to
change our British law to accommodate your




ZUROFF
Excuse me. You 're confusing two issues. You 're confusing a practical issue
with a moral issue. You began by attacking us on moral grounds.

STANBROOK

Well the moral issue is simply that you must prove this and what you call
evidence is only allegations. You just said they are allegations. Must we
investigate allegations brought by an agency like yours which is just cut for
vengeance ?

ZURCFF
Did you see the evidence we presented to the Home Office ?

STANBROOK
Of course not ...

ZUROFF
So how can you say they are allegations ?

STANBROOK
The Hame Secretary did and he ‘s not proceeding is he.

MacDONALD

Can I put this point to Peter Archer who serves in the Parliamentary War
Crimes Group. 1Is it so impossible to change the system we have in order to
deal with the allegations ?

ARCHER

Well whether we have to change the system depends on what will be the just way
of proceeding with this. Clearly there are difficulties about investigating
samething which happened a very long time ago. Witnesses memories do fade
and one can see some of the problems.

MacDONALD
Morally should one therefore give up ?

ARCHER

First of all, yes - the moral issue is whether you just forget about it and
say, well if it’s going to be difficult let’s not bother, and secondly it
seems to me that this isn’t samething Which everybody has forgotten about over
the years. Back in 1947 there was a very real attempt to set up an
international court which could consider these things. [ still think that
would have been the most sensible way of dealing with it. In the event, it
never happened and so we have to decide whether it would be better in same way
to confer jurisdiction on the courts of this country or to extradite to Scviet
Russia where these matters happened or to extradite to Israel which by its own
law has jurisdiction over crimes against Jews and these are very real
technical difficulties. But I don’t think because we have technical
difficulties we forget about it.

MacDONALD

Id like to go into greater depth about the practical difficulties, the
technical difficulties later on but at the moment I 'd like to establish your
moral standpoints, if you like, I mean do you, Peter Archer, think that it is
morally quite reasonable to continue pursuing alleged war criminals in 1987 ?

ARCHER

I think it’s more than reascnable, I think it's mandatory of us because if we
were to forget about it, crimes of this order, I can well imagine that
relatives of the victims, many of whom are still alive, would feel that
Justice really had been abdicated.




CRICK

It seems to me a lawyer 's naivete or arrogance to think that because peocple
are not prosecuted in court they are forgotten. All my life as a political
philosopher I've been talking about the holocaust and about the uniqueness of
totalitarianism but it does not affect my view of justice that after 40 years,
it is almost impossible to get jutice in any court with plaintives and
defendents so old and particularly and I must say it bluntly, in Israeli
courts and on the incredible confidence of Mr Zuroff who told his London press
conference in February that we have never had any doubt about the accuracy of
the evidence from the Soviet Union. I meant, this is a black and a terrible
joke. Peoples” judgement becomes corrupted by vengeance. We hate the memory
of the holocaust but it is not simply a matter for courts, it is a matter for
contempt and the morality of mankind. It is almost trivialised by trying to
bring old men to justice and this obsession of your one institute, and I don 't
think it’s a general obsession. I go to Israel every year. I don’t think
it s a general cbsession in fact of Israelis. I think you misrepresent your
own country. I think you are taking a partisan point of view in that respect.

MACDONALD
Richard Holloway, is it morally wrong to bring old men to court ?

HOLLOWAY

No. I can’t believe that it is and I am not taking sides on who pursues wham,
The film that we saw, presumably the Lithuanians and the Russians are in
pursuit there. I would have thought that it becomes very difficult to
establish justice the further away you are from the crime - I accept that and
you may have to reach a point where you have to say it ’s no longer possible to
do justice here but I think that that’s something we decide technically and in
terms of the probability of history of establishing fact, but I don’t think
that the mere passing of time alters the moral significance of the act and
therefore alters our imperative need to establish the act. We may then decide
to be clement upon the criminal. I wouldn’t want to execute these old men or
maybe even send them to prison, but if they are guilty of these things I think
that ought to be established and part of their atonement is acknowledging what
they did and becoming ... you can’t forgive scmeone who doesn 't repent, to use
technical Christian language but even humanists would recognise that. You can
only dismiss a crime if a person says yes, I did it and then you can say, go
in peace, we forgive you. But if he says defiantly that in fact he didn t do
it and you know that he jolly well did then you have to establish beyond doubt
that he did it and then justice renders a verdict. Now I think that the jury
is still out on this one.

MacCORMICE

I think we are getting into this point, aren’t we, what the weight of evidence
is or in principle can be. Where a charge is very grave there, above all, you
must insist upon rigorous standards of proof. I don’t think that any of us
here would disagree with that point, that it’s essential that the gravest
charges is subjected to the most rigorous proof. But that’s not a reason, I
think myself, for saying at the outset, 40 year old evidence can’t be
reliable. The reason for warning ourselves of the difficulty of proving quite
adequately to the proper standards of proof which are in my opinicn exacting
in a matter of this kind and it may be that for other reasons there is no
tribunal before whom a particular persen can legitimately be brought but that
should be a conclusion of enguiry, not a premise of it, it seems to me.
Therefore it does seem to me that our government, and I 'm not quite sure why
it’s only the Home Office, for example the people that are resident in
Scotland, the Lord Advocate would have something to say about such allegations
of serious crime. These matters should be locked into and looked into with

all the proper rigour in my opinion.




MacDONALD

We are talking about samewhat slippery concepts in a way here, justice,
retribution and indeed vengeance. It’s been suggested that this justice is in
fact a victor’s spoils, that in fact if the outcome of the war had been the
other way then bombers of Dresden might be in the dock, the people who planned
the bombing of Nagasaki and Hiroshima might be in the dock charged with war
crimes. Would that be fair, Efraim Zuroff ?

ZUROFF

I think we have to distinguish between crimes committed in the process of
final solution which were crimes of a different type and this is particularly
the perniciocus nature of those crimes is what we are talking about and why
think it’s so important that these individuals, people at the trial are
ultimately punished for the crimes if they are proved to be quilty.

MacDONALD
So the fact that the allied forces won the war in a way 1is irrelevant.

ZURQFF
I think so, yes.

STANEROOK

It s not really relevant to the legal position because there are no members of
the Nuremberg tribunal other than the victors themselves. If we'd had some
neutral members, states, represented that might have had some claim to being
an international tribunal and as Peter has just said, we didn’t succeed in
establishing an international crimes tribunal. If we had done so, then that
might have represented a very fundamental step by the British jurisdiction at
any rate, but we hadn't got that and so we have to rely upon the British
system, the British tradition and the British tradition, whatever one might
say about the moral position is that after a time the British public are
inclined to think of atonement and think of forgiveness before they think of
vengeance.

MacCORMICK
I think if that were the general view of the British public, the response to
the digging up of the Yorkshire moors would have been dif ferent,

MacDONALD

But in fact there has been, would you agree, a degree of apathy amongst the
British public. One could argue in fact that this latest investigation
depends on media interest, Is there a degree to which the politicians are
cynical in that they will not act on this unless there is sufficient public
interest to make it worth their while ?

ARCHER

Well of course it’s easy for all of us to forgive crimes committed against
other people. We can all of us bear other peoples  misfortunes with fortitude
and so we do depend on the media frequently to focus public opinion on these
matters. If it weren't for the media and I have my quarrels with the media.
If it weren’t for the media a lot of these things would never come to light
and a lot of injustices would never be rectified.

HOLLOWAY

Yes I mean I agree with that but could I go back to what you said earlier
about the way that the allied forces fought the war. I mean I think to some
extent we offended against the laws of war as well and there are laws and we
are actually talking about appropriate ways to fight in a properly declared
war and I think that we probably have to accept a level of guilt for
cbliteration bombing which was inconsistent with the means appropriate to
pursuing a war. I think that it s very difficult to bring that kind of thing




to justice simply because of the stretched out nature and the distance nature
of the thing. The awful thing about the holocaust was the highly personal
upfrontness of the thing. People actually putting pistols to other peoples’
heads, identifiable as individuals shooting individuals who themselves were
known in the village and I think that does alter...

MacDONALD
That makes it worse ?

HOLLOWAY
I think it makes it more easy to categorise but I think we alsc have to accept
ocur share of unjust execution of the last war.

CRICE

I think the holocaust was in fact nothing to do with the war, that the nazis
would have attempted this terror they called the final soluticn, war or no war
and I think it was a campletely irrational factor and the ghastly amoral
Goering said at Nuremberg he thought the final solution was a terrible
mistake, it was a waste of military resources in a what should have been a
rationally fought war, but this strengthens my feeling that this thing is so
vast and terrible that it has to be comprehended in our culture, in our
history, in ocur teaching, in our literature and I think it is. It has been
one of the major themes of all of us who grew up in that wartime generation
have had this with us all our lives and may shock Mr Zuroff profoundly but I
find this hunting of old men is actually trivialising the issue and I think
the only way to deal with the memory of the holocaust is as some have been
doing in your country and in mine and elsewhere of dedicating their lives to
peace and I can't avoid as a student of politics the slight implication that
there is a political division in Israel in which it is convenient to raise the
ghosts of the past rather than to deal with the most pressing problem of your
country at the moment - how to bring peace in a divided area of the world.

HOLLOWAY
How do you exercise that .... it must be an awful kind of blot in their
psyche and that’s why I find it very difficult to judge what they are doing,
hunting these old men as you put it. If you have this burning thing inside
you, having seen 6 million pecple...

MacCORMICK

May 1 intervene for a second. It seems to me that we should not forget the
uniqueness of the holocaust nor after all of what was unique about it, it 1is
murder on a mass scale and it s genocidal murder and it ‘s murder coupled with
racial insult so that members of the same race group are bound to feel
stronger than others about it afterwards but it’s not the only case of
genocide, 1it's not the only case of racial murder and it’'s not the only
instance of war crimes and I think this does have a certain moral for us at
the present. Most or many contemporary methods of fighting war it seems to me
are apt to involve the knowing destruction of the innocent. War crimes are
not in the past. The discussion and continued discussion of what is criminal
in war doesn’t merely, in my opinion, have a retrospective element in it, it
has a prospective element in reminding us of the morality of what we may be
about to do.

MacDONALD

Efraim Zuroff, you've dedicated your life, your lifetime of work and the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre indeed is completely dedicated to this. What is your
motivation, what is it you are aiming to do ? Is it retrospective or is it as
Neil MacCormick suggests prospective, to discourage others, to remind pecple ?




ZUROFF

That s precisely the case and I think that motivation as I said before is that
both on a personal level as a Jew who is personally affected. I think that
every Jew is personally affected but it’s also on a universal level. The
message here is very simple. We are talking about crimes comitted against
human beings and the question is how will society respond to the commission of
crime against innocent civilians. What is the message that society is
broadcasting? My personal feeling is that a lack or a failure to bring these
pecple to justice in a sense is saying that we don ‘'t view the crimes as that
serious and they don’t require taking action. Afterall there is action is
taken against people who speed on the roads, there’s action taken against
people who conmit far lesser crimes.

MacDONALD
Do you accept any of Bernard Crick’s point that these are old men, that the
evidence is shakey ?

ZURQOFF

The fact that these are old men is totally irrelevant. The fact that 40 years
have passed is totally irrelevant. The guestion is the following. Did these
people commit these crimes or not ?  If they committed the crimes, we propose
to present the evidence and incidentally no one is saying that we intend to
fabricate evidence. There are many cases which can't be brought to court
because precisely as you say, there are legal difficulties, there are
technical difficulties, we can't find the witnesses and many criminals will
not be prosecuted. We know that. But in cases where evidence exist and it s
genuine evidence and it 's legitimate - not bring a case because 40 years have
passed ? What kind of morality is that ?

MacDONALD
What kind of morality is that, Bernard Crick ?

CRICK

Well there’s without sin cast the first stone. I think it would have been
better for modern Israel to have set itself up as the state that would
dedicate itself to peace...

ZURCOFF
What does Israel have to do with this ? This is Britain that has to decide.
It 's easy for you to throw it on Israel.

CRICK

Who are you to act in this god-like way and accuse us. Who is this “we you
keep on speaking of ? Is it the State of Israel or the conscience of
humanity?

ZURCFF
The we is the following .....

CRICK
I think you are speaking for the Likud party’s view of the State of Israel and
not my friends in the Mapam, in the Mapali either.

ZUROFF
This has nothing to do with Israeli politics...

CRICK
Rubbish !




ZUROFF
There are charges against people living in this country. Those charges were
presented to the Hame Office. Who's authorised the deal

CRICK
But what if we bring charges against you for co-operating with South Africa
and for co-operating with the arms deal with the Contras ?

MacDONALD
Ivor Stanbrook, do you perceive as this having anything to do with Israeli
politics at all ?

STANBROCOK
I'm sure that it is a very important aspect of the whole matter because after
all, Israel was born itself in violence.

MacDONALD
Because the Soviet Union is applying for extradition of certain individuals...

STANBROOK

Yes, and that’s another reason for us being very suspicious of the whole
thing. No question I think, of anycne being extradited to Russia. Not only
because we have no treaty but because of their record on human rights. We
simply wouldn 't trust them to give a fair trial. Even if the evidence were
forthcoming and it ‘s the instinct of every Briton, I believe, that there is no
sufficient evidence to justify making such a drastic change to our law.

MacDONALD

Right, we'll consider the evidence, the fairness of the Russian system and the
practical possibilities of doing anything about these issues in the second
half.

We 've been discussing the moral and philosophical issues involved in the
renewed pursuit of alleged Nazi war criminals. But who are the real war
criminals ? Are the men who were listed by the Simon Wiesenthal Centre and
the Soviet Union the worst criminals or were they simply obeying orders and is
in wartime obeying orders a good excuse ? 1'd like to put that point first to
Richard Holloway.

HOLLOWAY

No I don't think it is. I think it would probably mitigate circumstances and
you would have to grade the people who were responsible for the policy which
was handed down as orders but we are all moral beings. Even within war there
have to be certain moral structures observed. There are rules of war and [
would think the average soldier would know that shocting a defenceless woman
with a baby in her arms, even though ordered to do it, couldn 't possibly be a
legitimate aim in war. I would think that a person who did that would know
that obeying orders was no justification for what he did but maybe he was
scared out of his wits by his lieutenant and I think that would mitigate
because I think sheer cowardice - I don’t know what I would do in a
circumstance like that but it wouldn’t justify my committing a crime.

MacDONALD
Peter Archer, it’'s a trivial parallel but I ‘m sure you ve been whipped into
the lobby as you have obeyed orders. Is there a hierarchy of culpability ?

ARCHER

Well I'm not sure that politicians are a very good analogy. Civil servants
are probably a better analogy. There are discussions in this country at the
mament as to whether a civil servant who sees that a minister is doing




samething wrong and discloses it is culpable or not. But personally, all my
instincts say that if you have sameone in a very difficult position, a private
who is being told by his colonel to do something, then any system of justice
ought to take that into account as a mitigating factor. What I think matters
in the context we are discussing is whether samecne was acting on orders
against all his instincts and wishing desperately that he didn’t have to do it
or whether he went out of his way to do more than his orders dictated, whether
he was actually enjoying what he was doing and that may be the important
distinction.

MacDONALD
Efraim Zuroff, do you accept that distinction ?

ZUROFF

Yes I do, but I would like to add that in many cases, we are not talking about
people who were coerced, we are talking about people who volunteered for the
test and we obviously have to check each particular case, but that’s
certainly the case in many of the instances that we are talking about.

CRICK

I agree with Mr .... Efraim campletely on this point. I think it's quite
indefensible to plead [?] command against any breach of moral law or ideas of
universal human rights or natural law and I m not even sure why the cammon
soldier, unless Peter Archer as a fellow socialist thinks that common soldiers
aren‘t capable of understanding those things. No, of course not and this is a
mitigating factor in sentence but not in guilt but with respect to the
presenter I think this is a red herring and in a discussion we are holding. I
doubt if any of us would really think that was the excuse and indeed, indeed,
indeed, these people often, the zealots, did more than they were ordered to
and the old decent conservative German army officers completely lost control
and were guilty for not trying to stop things and just getting drunk in their
mess while the zealots did it.

MacDONALD
A red herring, Ivor Stanbrook ?

STANEROOK

Yes, I suppose it is but we must remember of course that we re speaking in the
context of the British system of justice and we are very fortunate to be
British citizens where as a principle of British law it s been established for
many many centuries that superior orders are no excuse. Now, take the
position of Europe and the war and even today in South Africa, I think one
must accept that these circumstances produce different conclusions for
different people. We are very fortunate in Britain having the system of
justice we 've had. It doesn’t necessarily apply elsewhere.

MacDONALD
Well let's talk a little....

MacCORMICK

1 must say I want to fly a flag for the universality of moral principles on
this point. It doesn’t seem to me that who you are alters the question of
whether superior orders excuse you or not and I think the standard is a bit
kind to the British systems of justice in the sense that although it was
adoption [?] of the common law, certainly our own military regulations were
not adjusted until after the Nuremberg trials and made it guite clear that it
was the duty of the soldier to disobey unlawful orders so we ve all learnt
things fram that experience.
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ARCHER

I think we should make it clear duress is a defence certainly under English
criminal law and often [?] in Scottish criminal law and I think that it ‘s
right that it should be. There must be same examples where a reasonable human
being couldn 't be expected to withstand the pressure.

MacDONALD

let's look a little more at the British system of justice in direct context
here. It might be useful infact to consider the practical implications of
this kind of pursuit of alleged war criminals, bearing in mind that there have
been very recent precedents for war crime trials. As Bob Tomlinson recalled
earlier this evening in Scottish Television’s documentary, Crimes of War.

TOMLINSON

Justice has always been pursued. It still goes on and not just in the Soviet
Union. Klaus Barbie has been convicted of war crimes in France, John
Demjanjuk was expelled from America to Israel for trial. Karl Linneas was
deported from America to Estonia where he had already been tried in absentia
and found guilty and Canada tabled a bill in its parliament so that Nazi war
criminals found living there could be put on trial in Canadian courts.

HNATYSHYN (CANADIAN JUSTICE MINISTER)

I think it’s a pretty impressive and important step in the history of our
country to ensure that Canada is recognised as a country which is not a haven
for war criminals.

TOMLINSON

But one country stands alone. There has never been a war criminal extradited
from Great Britain. There has never been a war crimes investigation in Great
Britain. There has never been a war crimes trial in Great Britain.

MacDOWALD

Well Greville Janner MP in the House of Commons today called for an immediate
investigation of these fresh allegations. The Hame Office made no response
today but yesterday made a statement in which they said they are studying
closely the material which they received from the Simon Wiesenthal Centre in
order to assess the scope for further action. What further action would you
like, Efraim Zuroff ?

ZURCFF

As I said previously, we want these charges investigated and if the persons
are found guilty as we believe they will be, we want them to be punished for
the crimes. The guestion of how to do that within the context of British law
is very complex. Not being a British citizen I think I 'm hardly the person to
provide advice here.

MacDONALD

50 you ve got no specific things that you want to happen ?

ZURCFF

I have ideas. In other words the possibilities. There are only a limited

number of possibilities - either a prosecution in Britain, deportation or
extradition.

MacDONALD

Right. Well let s look at those options because none of those are possible at
the mament. Peter Archer, there is no effective extradition with the Soviet
Union. Do you think there should be ?
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ARCHER

No. My inclination on this would be to say that this is not the appropriate
way of dealing with it. I am not necessarily knocking the Soviet system of
justice but I think that what would inevitably be a political show trial
probably shouldn’t take place in the Soviet Union. That wouldn’t be my

solution.

MacDONALD
Should we implement the kind of legislation that Canada has implemented so
that war crimes trials can take place in this country ?

ARCHER

That would be the option which at the moment at least, I prefer. I can see
difficulties about it. You would need legislation of course to confer
jurisdiction on the English or Scottish courts because they don’t have it at
the moment and and you would have to get a lot of witnesses over here from a
long way away and they would be in unfamiliar surroundings. You would need to
have all the proceedings translated, I can see all that but of all the courses
of action, each of which has its difficulties, I think that s probably to be
preferred.

MacDONALD
Would you push for that ?

ARCHER
Yes.

MacDONALD
If you did it might eventually come to a vote in the House of Comons. Ivor
Stanbrook, would you vote for it ?

STANBROOK

No, I think these accusations must be treated seriously and if I haven 't seen
the evidence, if I were to see the evidence and myself to be satisfied that
there was a case which was fit to go to a British court then I would be in
favour of changing our laws so as to give British courts jurisdiction over
offences committed abroad because that is the difficulty. At the moment,
British courts have no jurisdiction over offences committed abroad except
where they were perpetrated in the case of violent crimes by British citizens.
We don't extend it beyond that but I think that change would be justified if
it is true this evidence is worthy of being put before a British court. I
don’t believe that it is and all that we ‘ve heard from Mr ... Efraim here....

MacDONALD
Why don t you, Ivor Stanbrook ...

STANBROOK

Because first of all you start off with 45 years during which that ... people
concerned, witnesses concerned, the evidence has been allowed grow and be
changed and altered and for the evidence to be falsified and for countries
like Russia which has no record whatscever in the field of justice to produce
that sort of evidence one is bound to think that it’s not Fit to go before a
court.

MacDONALD

There are two points there. 1I'd like to go to Neil MacCormick. One is that
Russia is not fit to judge this kind of thing or to present credible evidence.
The second is that Iver Stanbrook has not seen or heard of any evidence or
information that he would regard as credible. What's your viewpoint on those
two points ?
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MacCORMICK

Well the first is the guestion of extradition and the fitness or unfitness of
other countries. On the point of extradition one has to remember - if I'm
being a little long winded - that we are discussing a grave infraction of
rights by people and that’s what’s vital is that in vindicating the crimes one
doesn’t infringe rights oneself. Now the only legitimate way of extraditing
samebody from this country is under proper legislation in fulfillment of a
bilateral treaty. No such treaty exists. Therefore it would be under the
present state of the law unjustifiable to extradite people to the Soviet Union
at the present time and if, but only if, an adequate bilateral treaty could be
negotiated would it became legitimate.

MacDONALD

Could you imagine that happening ?

MacCCORMICK

I can t imagine it happening in the early future by the will of either party.
Also, I think that there may be rather special problems about the position of
the Soviet Union in respect of events in the Baltic republics. But there was
one remark in the film that may be quite surprising that Lithuania only became
a part of the Soviet Union in 1940 which suggests that it was not well
remembered how this disasterous event took place. There are special problems
I think about that which make me feel that an extradition to the Soviet Union
would not be seen as a particularly just way of proceeding in this case. I
therefore do came down on the side of those who think the appropriate thing is
to deal with the matter in this country rather than in another country
although it would involve bringing witnesses in but I think that would be
appropriate.

CRICK

I wrote the life once of a man who died in 1950 - Gecrge Orwell - so I was
involved in interviewing a lot of old men on their memories and it was
largely a waste of time. They insisted on being interviewed but they'd read
§0 much in the meantime that their memcries were completely muddled. The only
thing is effective documentation. Now there may be effective documentation
but alas it is not what people want. It’s show trials. They want old people
standing up and saying I remember him, that was it, let me tell you about ....

MacDONALD
For ocur information...

CRICK
Now this is not British justice...

MacDONALD
At what age does one become an old man ?

CRICE
Or old woman. Well 40 years on from pecple who held effective military
comand. We are dealing with pecple of a minimum age of 70.

MacDOMALD
Well in their late 60s..

CRICK

I m sorry, I mean I know same gerontologists and gerontological sects [?] you
know and every thing can be done but on the other hand there are problems with
ageing memory. At 57 I'm beginning to doubt my own memory and all kinds of
things.
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MacCORMICK

But that s to say that you have to do the best justice you can. After all, a
civil claim could arise in this country, even arising from events abroad which
would provided that for some reason or other it had not been possible for the
evidence to be discovered until recently. It would be very difficult to
establish even at the lower standard of a civil claim based on 40 year old
evidence but we wouldn’t back off trying it if there was evidence there to be
considered.

HOLLOWAY

I'm a layman here, it’s highly technical but I would have thought that most
sane opinion in the country in Scottish terms would call for a fiscal report
to see if there is enough to go to trial. I don’t know if there is. I can’t
assess the evidence. There are people who can. If there is evidence there
then I think it ocught to be tried but I think we ought to look at the evidence
first and assess it.

MacDONALD

Peter Archer, you've credited the media, the Simon Wiesenthal Centre has
gathered evidence. Do you think the government should send its own
investigators to the Soviet Union as many other countries have to look for the
evidence themselves.

ARCHER

I would have thought that was the sensible way to proceed, yes. Clearly in
any particular case whether there is sufficient evidence to put someone on
trial must depend on how much evidence you ve got already and hew much
evidence you could possibly accumulate. But I would have thought normally, if
you didn 't think there was encugh evidence already the sensible thing is to go
and interview the people who at least claim to remember these matters.

CRICK

But surely there is no law under which - now here I have same sympathy with
the Wiesenthal Centre - there is no law at the moment which we can put them up
on trial. It is outside the jurisdiction of the British courts except well, I
think I can guess what Neil is going to say and I am very sympathetic. If the
British common law cculd stretch to say that there 1is an even higher
international law in which the common law is a part - gosh, let's try that one
on. That would liberate the British legal system, but the more likely thing
is that some of these pecple might have got into the country illegally and
that ‘s a question I want to put to the lawyers.

MacDONALD
Checking naturalisation ?

CRICK
Yes.

MacDONALD
Is that a feasible option ?

ARCHER

Could I just say first, the order in which you do these things is a matter of
convenience. Whether you investicate first to see whether there is anyone who
might be in this position of being placed on trial or whether you first pass
the legislation to give the United Kingdom court jurisdiction, doesn 't seem tao
me to matter very much. It’'s not a question of principle,

CRICK
You have no authority to decide for the vote [?] How could you send
people...
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I would personally want first of all to see whether there was anyone likely to
be 1in this position so that we didn’t have long arguments about samething
which was academic. I don’t think that s a matter of principle. But turning
now to the question of divesting someone of their nationality. It is true
that someone who has acquired British nationality by naturalisation, if it can
be shown that they omitted to disclose scme essential fact, can be divested of
their nationality. If you do that, then the Home Secretary would be entitled
to deport them. He wouldn’t be entitled to deport them to any specific
destination. He couldn’t say this person has got to go to Russia. If they
could find same other country which would take them then they would be
entitled to insist on going there. It seems to me that the likelihood here is
that it would all be a waste of time, certainly I think it would be wrong in
principle to use this as a disguised form of extradition. I think you
normally, it’s either samething that falls within the extradition provisions
or it doesn’t.

MacDONALD

So your favourite option is to establish some kind of system within the legal
system of this country whereby alleged war criminals can be brought to trial
here,

MacCORMICK

If I can intervene here just for a moment just to say samething. It’'s been
said that there’s no law that they broke at the time and no law of this
country. I think this is to confuse the issues of substance of law and issues
of jurisdiction. It was not lawful by any system in the United Kingdom to go
shooting pecple, innocent people at that or any other time, nor was it lawful
in Lithuanian law, nor was it lawful in Russia, nor indeed was it lawful in
Germany. None of these systems made it lawful. The guestion is only one of
jurisdiction and changing the conditions in which people can be brought before
a particular court is not wicked retrospection in my opinion.

MaCDONALD

Can I ask Ivor Stanbrock and indeed Bernard Crick if this was all happening 10
years ago or indeed 20 years ago, would you be more sympathetic to men like
Efraim Zuroff ?

STANBROOK

No, I don't think so. The question is the sufficiency of the evidence in any
event. Ten or 20 years ago, it’s true, it might be possible to get evidence
that would satisfy the court.

MacDONALD
What kind of evidence would satisfy you, can you say ?

STANBROOK

I would want to have the direct testimony of the witnesses who not only
identified the person concerned but actually saw him committing the offences
concerned. But there’s a long way to go there. The longer we get from the
time of the crime, of course, the more unlikely it is that we will get
satisfactory

MacDONALD
But given that morally you feel this is a pursuit of vengeance anyway, you
wouldn 't be in the position of going to the Soviet Union....

STANBROOK
I take the view that a mere allegation made by a notorious organisation like
the Simon Wiesenthal Organisation is quite insufficient...

15




MacDONALD
Why do you say notoricus ?

STANBROOK
I beg your pardon ?

MacDONALD
why do you say notoriocus ?

STANBROCK

Well because I think they re pursuing this as a matter of vengeance and not as
a matter of justice. I'm just saying that from what I 've read about .... but
the point is this thing could be investigated if the evidence were adequate to
satisfy British law

ZURQFF
Why won't you let the people read the evidence ? You're so quick to condemn
the effort. Let the people read the evidence and decide.

STANEROOK

Well you've already breached British standards of justice by giving enough
publicity in a television programme in connection with one individual and that
I think is absolutely disgraceful on the part of the television company
concerned.

ZURCFF
We did not produce the television show. For your information ....

STANBROOK

-..which should produce the evidence to the Hame Secretary, certainly, but
shouldn't go round identifying people before there’s been a chance of
establishing a judicial system against them.

ZURCOFF

The evidence was provided to the Hame Secretary and the names were not
released. Only one name is known. Others were not released and the fact of
the matter is they are not known. They are known cnly to the Home Office.

STANBROOK
I find it inexcusable ...

CRICK

What are we all as human beings really trying to do ? We are trying to make
sure that even if we can 't stop war that there will never be genocide again
and I am absolutely apalled at the triviality of thinking that the pursuit of
old men has very much to do with that compared with - God in heaven - we ve
got all of our history books, we ve got all of our literature that has written
well and thoroughly about the holocaust. Israel itself cannot hold up its
head proudly because of its connections with South Africa, because of the
virtual lack of interest in Cambodia. There is sin even in Israel. There is
sin amongst ourselves.

ZURCFF
What does that have to do with the issue in hand ? You are running away from
the issue,

CRICK
We ve got to look in a much wider way ...you are making this a narrow issue.
You are persisting on this narrow issue.




ZURCFF
You are running away from the issue, you are running away from the issue. The
issue is Britain. What will Britain do ?

CRICK
I do not want to see genocide again in the world.

ZURCFF
Nor do I for that matter.

CRICK
Well you won't get it through appearing in British courts. That is
ridiculous.

MacCORMICK

It seems to me that the motivation of an accuser is always supremely
irrelevant. Somebody might accuse samebody else out of malice or anything
else. If the accusation turns out to be true and a crime has been camitted
that is the issue. On the other hand, it is often a question whether there
is a public interest to be served in carrying on a prosecution. Bernard Crick
and Ivor Stanbrook seems to be saying that there is no public interest served
by this kind of public prosecution and those of us who think that the specific
evils of war crimes are worth reminding about would, I think, suspect that
there is a public interest even in this rather exceptional sort of case.

STANBROOK
In mere allegations, nothing more ?

MacDONALD
Richard Holloway, here we all are taking part in a television programme. What
do you think should happen ?

HOLLOWAY
About these particular ...

MacDONALD
About these particular allegations at this particular time in B7.

HOLLOWAY

I think they should be tested to a further point in our British .. with all
the British legal constraints possible and given that it’'s going to be very
difficult to get any kind of verdict in Britain I think that the record cught
at least to be established. What we do with the poor old man - I would be
merciful to him but I think the record ought to be established.

MacDONALD
Peter Archer, will the government pursue these allegations ?

ARCHER

well the government know that better than I do. It is a matter to which they
must clearly direct their minds and they must tell the public what they ve
decided and why and same of us will be asking them to do that.

MacDONALD
Ivor Stanbrock, do you think we will ?

STANBROOK

I think... we will give them proper consideration and if they amount to
evidence which justifies their being put before a British court and no
question of jurisdiction being transferred elsewhere but if it justifies
coming before British court it may well suggest samething but I personally am
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very doubtful that any of this is satisfactory evidence to go before a British
court.

MacDONALD

Efraim Zuroff, are you optimistic that the British government will do
anything ?

ZURCFF

It's hard for me to say. I'm hopeful that the British government will do
samething. I think the evidence is very conclusive and I think it would be
very hard to ignore the kind of evidence that we submitted on Friday.

MacDONALD
And what s the best they can do ?

ZURQFF
It s up to them to decide.
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23 July 1987

Yolume 120
No. 25

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

HOME DEPARTMENT

Mr. Antonas Gecas

Mr. Winninck asked the Secretary of State for the
Home Department (1) what documentary evidence has
been received by Her Majesty’s Government from (a)
overseas Governments and (b other sources regarding
the wartime activities of Mr. Antonas Gecas; and when the
Governmen! will be reaching a conclusion of the outcome
of such evidence,;

(2) 10 what specific alleged Nazi wartime crimes the
documentary evidence received by Her Majesty’s
Government relating to Mr. Antonas Gecas refers;

{3) what representations have been made to him seeking
the extradition of Mr. Antonas Gecas for alleged Nan
wartime crimes against humanity; and if he will make a
statement.

Mr. Douglas Hurd: On 7 July representatives of the
Simon Wiesenthal Centre gave the Department a
substantal volume of documentary material in support of
their allegation that Mr. Gecas had been involied in
crimes of mass murder during the Nazi occupation of
Lithuania. We have also examined other documents
identified in the original list of names which the centre sent
us last November. We dre studyving the recent material in
order to assess the scope for further action. No request for
the extradition of Mr. Gecas has been received

Mr. Winnick asked the Secretary of State for the Hnmc.
Department under what circumstances Mr. Antonas
Gecas was given British citizenship; what information he
gave at that time regarding his activities duning the last
war; and il he will make 2 statement

Mr. Hurd: Mr. Gecas was granted citizenship of the
United Kingdom and Colonies in 1956 following an
application for naturalisation under section 10(1) of the
British Nationality Act 1948. The information which he
supplied at that time will now be examined alongside the
materal handed to my Depariment on 17 July by the
Simon Wisenthal centre,
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23 July 1987 No. 25

HOUSE OF COMMONMNS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
HOME DEPARTMENT

War Criminals

Mr. Winnick asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department what is Her Majesty's Government's policy
towards the bringing to justice of United Kingdom
inhabitants held responsible for Maz crimes against
humanity, and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Hurd: The policy of successive Governments has
been that those accused of serious crimes committed
abroad should be extradited, provided the requirements of
our law are met. Last week [ received from the Simon
Wisenthal Centre documentary material in support of
allegations that people responsible for war crimes are
living in this country. | am examining this material in order
to assess the scope for further action.
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24 July 1987

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Volume 120
No: 26

Written Answers to Questions
HOME DEPARTMENT

Mr. Antonas Gecas

Mr. Janner asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department if he will investigate further allegations
against Antonas Gecas contained in the new Scottish
television film about him and other suspected war
criminals living in the United Kingdom,

(2) if he will initiate investigations into new information
provided to him concerning alleged war criminals living in
the United Kingdom

{3) whether he will now take action concerning the
further allegations against Antonas Gecas and other
suspected war criminuls living in the United Kingdom.

Mr. Hurd: The allegations made in the Scottish
Television programme are being studied together with the
material supplied to us on 17 July by the Simon Wiesenthal
Centre
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Thursday. 23rd July, 1987

Written No, 345

ir David Winnick (Walsall North): To ask the Secretary of

state for the Home Uepartment, what is HMG's policy towards
the bringing to justice of UK Inhabitants held responsible
for Nazi crimes against humanity; and if he will make a

statement.,

MR_JOHN PATTEN

Ihe policy of successive Governments has been that those

accused of serious crimes committed avroad should be extradl ted,

provided the requirements of our law are met, Last week
my rt hon Friend the Home Secretary recefved from the

simon Wiesenthal Center documentary material in support of

allegations that people responsible for war crimes are living
in order fto

In this country. He is examining this material

as55ess the scope for further action,




Thursday, 23rd July, 1987

Writlen Nos, 250,253 and 254

e, David Winnick (Walsall North): 1o ask Lhe Secrelary of
“late Tor the Home Department what documentaryv evidence has
Leen recelved by MG Trom a)over seas governments b) other
sources reaarding the war time activities of Mr Antonas Gecas;
And when the Government will be reaching a conclusfon ol the
teome or such evidence,

e David Winnlck (Walsall North):  lo ask the Secretary of
sSlate for the Home Department to what specific alleged llazi
war=time crimes does the documentary evidence received hy
HHG relating Lo M Antonas Gecas refer,

M, David Winnick (Walsall North): 1o ask Lhe Secretary of
State for the Home Nhepartment, what rem esentations have heen
made to him seeking the extradition of Wr Antonas Gecas for al leged
Mazi war-time crimes against humantty: and it he will make
a statement.

2. JOHn PATTEN

n 7 July representatives of Lhe Simon Wiesenthal Centep
aave the Department a substantial volume of documentary mater|al
i support of their alleoation that Mr Gecas had heen Involved
L]

Hocrimes of mass muder during the Nizj occupation of Lithuanla.

W have also examined olher documents ldentifled In the orlalnal

[1st of names which the Lenter senl us last Hovember, We are

stiedving the recent material In order to assess the scope for

further action, Hu reguest for the extradition of Mr Gecas
has been receijvet],




Thursday, 23rd July, 1987.

WrittenNo, 251

W Mr, David Winnick (Walsall North): [0 ask the Secretary of
state for the Home Department, what 1s the policy towards the
removal of British citizenship from a naturalised citizen
found to have been involved in Nazi war-time crimes agalinst
humanity: and 1f he will make a statement.

MR. DAVID RENTON

Ihe circumstances of any particular case would be considered

In accordance with the provisions of section 40 of the British
Nationality Act 1981,
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Kriegsverbrecher-Archiv |
der UNO wird gedifnet ' ‘

New York (dpa)

Friedensnobelpreistrager Elie Wiesel hat sich
der Forderung Isrsels nach éiner ung des bei
der UNO in New York lagernden Kriegsverbre-
cherarchivs angeschlossen. Vor Journalisten in .
der UNO sagte Wiesel, wenn dieses Archiv weiter
geschlossen bleibe, \wiirde das notwendigerweise
bedeuten, dal die Stimme der Geschichte zumn

scher Uberlebender des Holocaust, gab zu beden-
kea, dall damit den Nationalsozialisten in die
Hande gespielt wiirde, die auch versucht hiitten,
~ibre Opfer ein zweites Mal zu titen, indem sie
die Spuren ihrer Graber ausléschten und, vor al-
lern, die Erinnerung an die kriminellen Taten®.

'In die rund 40000 Akten, die in den Jahren 1043~

| Schweigen gebracht wird®. Wiesel, selbst ein Judi- t
1

! bis 1947 von Junsten der Siegermiichte zusam-T

|

Iow

mengetrugen und spater der UNO iibergebeny
worden waren, dirfen heute nur RegierungenC
Einblick nehmen. Allerdings laufen zur Zeit Be—'-
strebungen, die Unterlagen Gber Kriegsverbre-|
chen der Achsenmachte, ihre Titer, Zeugen und,t
Opler einem weileren Parsonenkreis — vor alle
Wissenschuftlern zuganglich zu machen.

Der amtierende Botschafter Israels bei
UNO, Johangn Hein, berichtsw in der Pressekogn-
lerenz, Jetzt aile 17 Staaten, die seinerzeit an
der Sammlung des Malerials beteiligt waren, sich
bereit erklart hatlen, am 22 September mit UNO-
Generalsekretar Javier Perez de Cuellar iiber die
kunftige Regelung des Zugangs zu diskutieren.

Dus iber Jahrzehnte praktisch vergessene Ar-
chly war in den Blickpunkt der Offentlichkeit

Sirulen, nschdem darin eing Akte ber den ehe- .

maligen UNO-Generhlsskretir und heutigen
dsterreichischen Prisidenten Waldheim entdeckt

0 9

X5
?,}'l—f

1315

By YITZHAK RABI

UNITED NATIONS (J TA) — Bri-
taln and Canada joined Israel and
11 other na in requesting that
the files on Nazi war criminals
compiled by the UN War Crimes
Commission be opened to the
public.

The two countries informed UN
Secretary General Javier Perez de
Cuellar of the change in their posi-
tion. Only four of the 17 former
members of the defunet War
Crimes Commission still oppose
opening the files. They are France,

IFTEQ HouNTAI~
2y /7/8>

Join call to open UN files

Poland, Czechoslovakia and India.

Last week Belgium, China,
Luxembourg, New Zealand and
Norway joined Israel’s request. It
had been supported earlier by the
US, Australia, Denmark, Greece,
The Netherlands and Yugoslavia.

Israeli diplomals have noted that
while a majority of the former
members favors making the files
public, final authority rests with
the Secretary General. An'archive
containing 40,000 flles on war
criminals is stored in a building in
mid-town Manhattan,
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

Thank you for your letter of 7 May about the United
Nations War Crimes Commission (UNWCC).

As a former member of the UNWCC, we were consulted last
year by the UN Secretary General about the preoposal that the
files of the UNWCC be opened to public access.

Under the existing rules, which we believe have worked
well over the years, Governmente are allowed access to the

principal files upon written reguest naming individuals about .

whom they are seeking information, and on undertaking to

preserve the confidentiality of the files. Bona fide non-officir)
researchers are allowed access to documents on the work of

the Commission. There is, therefore, no hindrance to Governments
examining the files for the purpose of prosecuting those
suspected of war crimes. The files contain allegations and
information which have never been subject to any judicial
procedure. To open them to public access would increase
opportunities for untested information to be used against
individuals, who may be unaware of the allegations against them.

The R+ HArn Marlum Dase




yauu \

For ghis reason we have, as you know, had reservations
about unrestricted access to the UNWCC files. Most other
countries who are former members of the UNWCC have thus far
taken the same view, However, we are Keeping an open mind
on the question and should naturally be ready to consider
carefully any specific proposal for changes in the existing
rules which the UN Secretary General, as custodian of the

files, might put forward.

GEOFFREY HOWE

END
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EXECUTIVE

LONDON ,

Ith July 1987, is

in Europe, not least in Austria.

The Executive reiterates that it

Lo expose and

propogate lies about the reality

of sentiments of the kind

"The Liberal International erc::ig$ Committee, meeting

gravely disturbed by recent expressions

actively attack those

that once

1 Whitehall Placa,

London, SW1.4a 2HE
Tak London 838 59053311
Cables: Worldlib Landan }
Telex; BES55551 LIB HG. G.

NTERNATIONAL

COMMITTEE MEETING

11 JULY 1987

in London on

of antisemitism

1s an imperative duty of all Liberals
who promote antisemitism and who
of nazism, and actively fight any trace

cleared the way for the Nazis."
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Tondon finds
three more
alleged Nazis

By DAVID HOROVITZ

Jerusalem Post Correspondent
LONDON. — The Home Office has
found three more alleged MNazi war-
criminals living here, bringing the
total to nine. i

But the Home Office is not plan-
ning to take any action against the
nine — named on a list supplied by the
Los Angeles-based Simon Wiesenthal
Centre — until more evidence is pro- |
vided against them. '

Home Secretary Douglas Hord has |
agreed to investigate the immigration
applications of the nine, to check for
irregularities, but the police are not
to be called into the investigation for
the tihe being.

The Wiesenthal Centre, mean-

while, is being delayed in its efTorts to
find further evidence against the nine
by the Soviet authorities.
* When the centre's officials were
here last month the Soviet Embassy
promised full cooperation in their
efTorts to speak o witnesses living in
the Soviet Union and to examine
Soviet archives.

But the centre's researcher,
Ephraim Zuroll, who applied for a
visa to the Soviet Union last month,
has still not received one.

The Soviet Embassy, while admit-
ting that its promised cooperation
has not been forthcoming, wouald give
no reason vesterday for the visa de-
lay.

(0N

| of the British Museum

'Modern ‘pilgs’ follow |

Chaucer to Gerbury

LQNDCIN (AP). - Pilgrims arc @ dressed like Chaucer’s
going to Canterbury again in mem- sliwho will act out the tales
ory of Gep[fmy Chaucer, the first 4 route to help raise
great English poet. Wor cstablishing a Chaucer
A group of enthusiasts is to start slasterbury.

out tomorrow on the same journey @Mindy, Thursday, the.day

"which 500'yéar§ ago léd Y¢' The ddFriday, they cross Lon-

glish narrative poem with an immar- hen go toa “pilgrims
tal cast of storytellers, from knight to «8
nuns and miller to monk. Others will #lmg them dishes based on
make the journey at later dates. ey recipes, made from
Although Chaucer is revered dlible in those days.” said
throughout the English-speaking #ekering, who owns the
world, official England has ignored siie called Filgrims,
the 500th annl:vclrssrz.r of the pilgrim- @ the site of the Tabard
age. There isn't even a postage gy the original pilgrims
stamp . dlifor the five-day horse-
It is odd because Chaucer is #imcy to the shrine of
regarded as our ather great poet @ Thomas Becket g
% »

Canterbury Talei, the Middle En- ﬂpﬂy:n in Southwark
L
-

beside Shakespeare, and he was the

first to write in recognizably modern

English - although a lot of school- W pigrims will start their
= a thick soup of peas,

dils. onions and carrots,
ol they can dunk their
wlibread.
Wllow baked fish, chicken
"It would be nice to see it marked SWBoney and seasoned with
with some event, But dates and such and parsley, and salad of
from Chaucer’s time are rather S8 and onions. The meal
vague - perhaps that's the reason,” #9ped off with a choice of
Kelleher said s applemaoy, which is
“We don't even know the date of #ed apples with a crusty
Chaucer’s birth. Schalars say the few #8ardy tart, a custard with
facts we do know from tales would fit #®and parsley in a pastry
I387 as the year of his pilgrimage,
and April the most likely time,"* he Wwellers couldn’t hire
said. The tales begin. in the phrase #mals in London 1o go all
familiar to millions of English litera- #ers 10 Canterbury on
ture students. “Whan that Aprille 3o they will have to drive
with his shoures soote. . (“When & way. But they plan 1o
April, with its sweet showers,..”) dlE stage into Canterbury
The anniversary pilgrims include i the cathedral, '

.ll-'-l"xei e .

boys would disagree,” said William
Kelleher, a manuscript specialist at
the British Library. The library con-
tains the former library departments

r"':I II ;l} |r b
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Syria seeks rencwed ties with UK

By DAVID HOROVITZ
Jerusalem Post Correspondent
LONDON. - Syria has launched a
concerted behind-the-scenes cam-
paign to restore diplomatic ties with
Britain, offering to lift out its ban on
British Airways overflights, and 1o

give assurances about the type of

embassy it would maintain in Lon-
don If allowed back, it was reported
yesterday,

The report in yesterday’s lndepen-
dent newspaper added that *Britain
says it does not want to continue on a
‘confrontational’ course with Syria,”

The article” quotes a Syrian
businessman, “speaking with the au-
thority of the highest ranks of the
Syrian government,” as saying that
“the authorities in Damascus pri-

v_:m:l;.- concede that Britain was
right" o sever ties in the light of
conclusive Syrian involvement in the
Hindawi El Al bomb plot last year.
Former ambassador o Britain,
Loutoef al-Haydar has been
punished, the paper said,

Syria's desire 1o restore ties stems
from its assessmentaf Britain’s infly-
ence both in the EEC and with the
U.b.,_ the report stated. Damaseus is
working hard to secure the release
from Beirut of three British hostages
mcluding Anglican Church Envoy
Terry Waite, the paper added, but is
by no means stronp enough in Leba-
nan to guarantec their freedom yet,

_ But, as of yesterday. there was no
sign whistsoever of a softening in the
British stance,

Won’t prosecute Nazis,

Tories trail in critical by-election

By DAVID HOROVITY
Jerusalem Post Correspondent
LONDON. - Voters go to the polls
today in the Greenwich by-election,
widely regarded as a critical indica-
torin the run-up to & general election

later this year.

In the 1983 clections, Greanwich
was held by Labour with a majority
of over o thousand, with the Con-
servatives second and the centrist
Alliance a distant third, Yesterdav,
however, bookmakers were quoting
Labour and the Alliance as joint
favourites to take the seat, with the
Tories well behind at the end of one
of the dirtiest campaigns in recent

memaory,
~ Nobady is quite sure who initiated
it, but Labour's Deidre Waod
appeared 1o have been the victim of
a carefully-orchestrated sinear cam-
paign, including allegations that she
behiaved with heartless brutality to-
wards an alcoholic father. In addi-
tion, her hard left-wing reputation
has scared many traditional Labour |
voters into the camp of Alliance |
candidate Rosie Barnes,
Conservative candidate lohn
Antcliffe has fuiled to capture either |
headlines or the voters' artention
and i4 trailing in a distant, dismal
third place,

—

By DAVID HOROVITE

Jerusalem Post Correspondent
LONDON. = Although the Home

Office here has established that at
least six alleged Nazi war eriminals
are alive and well in Britain, the legal
technicalities it outlined in a note to
MPs an Tuesday effectively rule out
any possiblity of the six being prose-
cuted in the UK.

Four months after the Los
Angeles-based Simon Wiesenthal
Centre sent Premier Thatcher a list
af 17 suspeeted Nazis in Britain,
Home Sccretary Douplas Hurd
finally announced on Tuesday that
six of those named were indeed here,
another two probably were, three
were dead and six more untraceable.

Hurd accompanicd that
announcement with a detailed,
three-page legal note to the All-
Party War Crimes Group, which
stated, essentially, that the alleged
Mazis could not be prosecuted here,
nor extradited to the Soviet Union or
lsrael, and could probably not even
be deported.

In the light of the document, said
War Crimes Group chairman Mer-
lyn Rees, himself a former home
secretary, “our best line is probably
deprivation of citizenship.” Reesex-
plained that if it could be proved that
the alleged Mazis had acquired Brit-
ish citizenship 'by fraud, false repre-
senitation or the concealment of any
material fact, and that it would not
be conducive 1o the public good for
the person to remain British,” then
citizenship could be tuken away.

Fellow War Crimes Group mem-
ber Greville Janner threatened
yesterday 10 use parliamentary pri-
vilege to name the six if the govern-
ment did not take further action.
Janner has already used parliamen-

tary privilege to name one of the

Home Offlice declares

men listed, Antanas Geeas, and he
told The Jerwxalemm Poxt that he
worald name others if he became as
convinced by the evidence against
them as he was in Gecas’s case.

Two representatives of the
Wiesenthal Centre are due here
Monday for meetings with Hurd *
the all-party group. If the two are no
satisfied with the efforts of the Home
Office, they may well decide to make

the list of names public, The Posi,
wils told.

The suspicion that the Home
Office document is the first stage ina
government attempt to wash its
hands of the whole affair was height-
ened by the inclusion of a final
parugraph in which the government
denied that it had operated a policy
of non-pursual of Nazi criminals
since 1948,

The paragraph stated that the
Scottish TV programme which level-
led this charge had mistakenly inter-
preted government documents.

The 1948 British government in-
structions 1o end war crime trials and
extradition requests applied only to
the UK zone in Germany, the Home
Office stated, and not to the UK
itself.

War Crimes Group insiders w
not convinced. As one source put it,
“We've all seen the 1948 govem-
ment documents, and I think we all
know which areas they applied to.”

The Board of Deputies of British
Jewry urged the government yester-
day to investigate and take action
against the six alleged MNazis. "It
cannot be & seven-day wonder or
brushed under the carpet,” said
Hayim Piller, the board"s secretary-
general, ... because we are dealing
with people alleged to have commit-
ted murder and mass-murder,”

MR rD(\b) g

yehudi Menuhin receives top royal honour
| LONDON {AF). = Vialin virtuoso Sir yeludi Menuhin has been made 2

Merit, one of the highest honours conferred by the

member of the Order of
British monarchy, Buckingham Palace ammoanced 3':‘.‘-!1:T|..|l|}f. Tl

Seventy-year-old Menuhin, New York-bori and 2 nlu.1I1 L : .I-_.n.m]'
national joins other artistic Iur:unu{r:;ii mu'l"l] a5 actor Laurence Qlivier anc

ielist Graham Greene in atding Gl o his amce.
i1|T'—H1|::- é::rju.: of Merit, founded in 1502 by King Edward ¥l 1::1| h-::?_ml..r
special achievement, consists of 24 members at any given larnlc.l:‘v :rnﬁ“" 5
appoiniment fills one af the vacancies ereated by the death of sculptor Henry

Moore and former prime minister Harold Maemillun
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3 February 1987

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

srly \,v7

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Yolume 109
No. 44

Written Answers to Questions

THE ARTS

“Perdition” (Play)

Mr. Marlow asked the Minister for the Arts, pursuant
to his reply to the hon. Member for Northampton, North
of 29 January, if he is satisfied that the decision of the
board of the Royal Court Theatre to cancel *Perdition™
was laken on artistic grounds,

Mr. Luce: [ refer my hon. Friend to the answer | gave
him on 29 January. This is not a matter for me but for the
board of the Royal Court Theatre, which is responsible for
decisions about what is to be included in its programme,
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