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The objc tiv=s .3 to cor'lude the implementation

of the provisions of the April 25 agreement relating

to interim arrangements anu the role of the MFO in

maintaining secu:’ v by es*ubl’shing an MFO post =i in the
area of Taba,

Sinliemeseereite details of which shall be agreed upon
by Egypt and Isra el

L

In doing “»is, both Parties will be sensitive to

the need not to v-:judice -heir positions, and to the

”

i

need that activii cs of the MFO will not contradict or
interfere with other arrangements in the area,
Following cne conclu-. n of the implementation of
¥ this agreement on interim arrangements, the Parties
agree that the MFJ wilil nct ~-ercise any other function

unless specificully agreea to in ongoing consultations

via the Liaison ystem.




.that meetings will be

. = T i"_f;___j“;j_f_ ___;‘__“ _._ ‘ 6{ \1 &3
ra':ga%);;w_( nion w3 (2

Recognlzing that the april 25 agreement F"Initial

ﬁrﬂcedures for Resolving Boundary" Questions") provides

held between Egyp£ and Israel to

establish the arr%?wents which will apply in the areas

'.in queation_pending a final deteininatinn of“thg

boundary demarcaition auestions, that the pParties will

@

request the MFG to nmgincain security in these areas,; ‘
and that such tempoirary arrangements shdll not be deemed
to affect the position of either party or prejudge the

final outcome,

The parties agree to conclude the implementgtion

C o p 7=z
of these provisions on irteri- : Trangements gn¢ e Yole

of the MFO by vstak’ishing .a MFO post in Taba, the ' .

details of which shall be ayreed upon by Egqypt and Israel,

The activi:ies of the w70 shall be conducted in a
mdnner consisteat with the provision of the APril 25 agreement
which regds as follows: "In the interim [wine period,

activities which h. ‘e been conducted in these areas shall

continue”,



'G\:ﬂ |
ey

Following the conclusion of this agreement, the

o

Parties agree that the MFO shall not exercise any other

1

function unless agreed to in the ongoing ronsultations in

-

" the Joint Liaison Systeﬁ. . f
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FRESS COMMUNIQUE ##,#f’

Deleéations representing .the arab Republic of Egypt
' and the Staﬁe of Israel, with the participation of a
delegation representing the United States of America,
"met in Ismailia Ha?ch 2=3 to resuie dfapussiﬂns on
implementing the “Iqiglal*Prﬂcedure for Resolving
Boundary Questions", which was agreed upon April is,
1982, .The meetings were conducted in a friendly and |

Pragmatic atmosphere, with all delethlnna agreeing on

thn need to make pﬂsitlve progress and achieve tdngible

resultu in the ahortest time possible,
‘The Parties continued their review, begun in May

1932, of interim arreangemente. that should apply in the

disputed Taba area pending a final determin%_}ion of the

boundary demarCation?guestiong. They discussed, in this

connection, $he pate%ﬁial rale of the Hultinational'Force

LS al

thd Observers (MFJQ); A number of useful ideas were put

forward that will serve a8 a basis for ongoing consul=-

tationa between representatives of the Parties and

mnsultatlc:-ns by theé Parties with the MFO to be held before .

the end of this month., It was agreed that representatives

of the Governments concerned would meet again, as necessary,

¥o hold further talks on interim drrangements,

The Egyptian delegation
the

negotiation GE{PEOEEdUYEI arramgements which will lead

to the resolution of mdatters of the demarcation of the

presented its idegs regarding
- the

interndtiondl boundary in accordunce with the Treaty of Peace.

The PdrtLEB were mindful of the requirement to nego=

tiate an agreed Procedure which will achieve a final and

. complete resolution, and it Wd8 jagreed that representgatives

nf %, PRt s o s
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TERRITORY AND CLIMATE

—

Eg:,’pt. Proper occupies the north-eastern corner of the Afriean continent.

The boundaries, in general terms, are on the north, the Mediterranean Sea; on the east,
8ytia, Arabin-Petraea, the Gulf of Ageba and the Red Sea : on the south the Sudan and on the
west the Libyan desert. In Asia the possessions of the country comprise the Sinaitie peninsula

“and the governorship of el Arish. In more definite terms the boundaries are as follows :
orth.—The Mediterranean Sea coast in about Jat. 31° 30" N, - . Frontiers,
Cape Borollos Lighthouse in lat, 31° 35’ 55° N o long. 31° 04’ 30" E., being the extreme
northerly point of the Delta of the Nile, ; .
The coast line extends on the egst as far as Rafa near El Arish. lat. 31° 17 49" N.. long. |
347 14° 20" E. (narble pillars), on the borders of Syria and as far as Sallum Bay on the west,
West.—The frontier follows an undefined line running approximately north aud soutl
through the Libyan desert, so as to include the Oasis of Siwa.
. £ast.—The boundary follows the Line laid down in 1907 from Rafa, near EJ Arish, to the
head of the Gulf of Aqaba at Taba (lat, 29° 29°12"N. and long. 34° 55 05" E., granite knob on the
shore). Thence down the Red Sea as far as the 22nd parallel of north latitude which forms the
northern boundary of the Sudan *

South.—The country is bounded by the northern frontier of the Sudan.t ' i

The northern coast line js generally low and the cultivated Jand is separated from
the sea by & chain of brackish lagoons, themselves cut off from the sea by Jow sand dunes; the
approach from the sea being generally shallow, The Red Sea coast is rocky and broken and the
shore almost unapproachable by any ships on aceount of the outlying coral reefs.

Coasts,

According to the latest surveye, the area of Egypt, excluding the desert and the Area.
districts of el Arish, Sinaj, Mariut, Mursa Matru, el Deba, the western oases and the town of =
Qosseir on the Red Sea, amounts to 31,140 square kilometres, or 12 026

g =M=0, equare miles, and the
area, including the deserts, defined as bounded by the meridian of Siwa, approximately 25°12° .,

the parallel of Wadi Halfa, the sea, and the Tﬁrcu-Egyptian boundary is about 930,000 Equare
Kilometres,

The cultivated and settled area, that is the Nile Vallev and the Delta, covers 33,595 square

h']nmet-ru; canals, roads, date-palm plantations, etc. ¢

» cover 4,910 square kilometres: the
“surface of the Nile, marshes, lakes and desert, amount to some 7,378 square kilometres.

-~ The country is divided into two main divisions viz : — Upper
from Wadi Halfa to Cairo,
These two divisions are

: Egypt, extending pjvisions,
and the Delta or Lower Egypt from Cairo to the Mediterranean Sea,

divided for administrative purposes iuto 14 Mudirias or provinees,

—

See report on the delimitation of the Turco-Egyptinn boundary (Survey Department Cairo, 1908) and Turco.
Egyptian Bgreement dated Ist October 1903 and Blue Book Egypt, Xo. 2 {1k,

t See the Egyptian Sudun boundary sgreewent,
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HISTORICAL TREATMENT OF TABA BORDER
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 2998, 26 Mar 82 pp 22-24

[Article by Ahmad Abu Kaff: "The Story of Taba and the Border Problem; Will Egypt
and Isracl Resort to a Third Party to Solve the Problem?!"]

| [Text] Dr Usamah al-Baz has gone to Israel for discussions with the Israelis about

| the withdrawal arrangements. Israeli sources have said that Dr al-Baz is carrving
Egyptian proposals to solve some of the differences over border points.

L]
H. E. Kamal Hasan 'Ali's visit concentrated on two subjects related to Egypt's
borders: delineating and marking the border at Rafah, the principles of whick
were agreed upon, and marking the remaining 15 disputed border points, among them
the Taba area. H. E. Kamal Hasan "Aldi exchanged points of view with the Israelis
and agreed to present their views to the Ministerial Committee for their consid- .
eration in Cairo. :

- The fact is that the dispute over Taba has to do with a triangular piece of land
extending 600 meters on each side scuth of Eilat, which overlooks the Red Sea.

' The border in the Israeli draft crosses a point about 600 meters south of the
Egyptian line. The Israelis have built a resort town in this area, and a nearly-

T completed hotel costing millions of dollars is being built by Israeli investors.

As H. E. Kamal Hasan 'Ali told the Israeli newspaper MA'ARIV, "We Egyptians have
no problem delineating the border in Taba. We have known this border for thou-
sands of years, which we have proved on the map and in natural fact."

H. E. Kamal Hasan 'Ali added, "Delineating the border has caused 14 minor disputes
and one major dispute between our two countries,"

subject to many problems (until it was settled in 1906, when the name "Taba" be-
came well known) because it created a problem between Muhammad 'Ali, the ruler of
Egypt, and the Sublime Porte. This problem was solved under Muhammad 'Ali's suc-
cessors.

The truth is...the issve of Egypt's international border in Sinai was historically '

As far as the northern border overlooking the Mediterranean is concerned, histori-
| ans and mzny who accompanied military expeditions which passed through Rafah while
| crossing northern Sinai agree that the eastern entrance to Egypt began at Rafah,
| was marked by twoe columns of red Egyptian granite next to an old tree and that
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these two columns marked the border between Egypt and Syria. Before that, the
Arab historian al-Ya'qubi, who lived in the third century A.H., said in his book
"The Countries": "The two trees at Rafah are the border separating Egypt from the
East." In modern history, the historians who accompanied General Bonaparte's cam-
paign during his march against Syria over al-'Arish road—-known in the past as
"the Great War Road'"--described the two marble columns beside the two trees at
Rafah as a border between Egypt and Syria. Furthermore, the writings of Mr Willlam
Whiteman, who accompanied the 1801 Ottoman campaign to al-'Arish to fight the
sorces of the French expedition, confirm that the campaign passed by two granite
columns at Rafah...the beginning of the Egyptian border...from the north. This
means that there is no cause for argument here.

However, what about the southern border at Taba, which is the chief problem inm °
marking Egypt's international border?

Delineating the border at Taba, as well as Rafah, has a story....

When the Ottoman Sultan Mahmud II issued the firman of 1841 appointing Muhammad ‘
'Ali ruler of Egypt and making this rule hereditary, the Egyptian government made

its eastern border a line extending from Rafah to south of al-Wajh fort in al-
Sa'udiyah [Saudi Arabia]. Egypt's soldiers were protecting the forts of al-'Aqabah,
Dubba and al-Muwaylih. When the Hijazi forts from al-Wajh to al-'Agabah surrender-
ed to the Ottoman State between 1887 and 1892, Egypt made its eastern border a line
from Rafah to the head of the Gulf of al-'Aqabah. The most important thing in

Sinai to Muhammad "Ali was the haj}j route...therefore, he insured that the hajj
caravans could pass and established certain positions on the Egyptian border, among
them Taba....

Muhammad 'Ali's successors continued his interest in Egypt's borders. Khedive
Isma'il visited Rafah at the beginning of his rule and saw the two border cclumns
standing in Rafah...under an old lotus tree which the bedouin and the residents
knew as the border betw:en Egypt and Syria [al-Sham].

However, in the rule of 'Abbas Hilmi II, in 1892...the Sublime Porte created two
problems with Egypt over the Sinai border. On 8 April, the date the firman of
appointment was issued, this firman, or "dicrito" caused a crisis because it was ‘
different from the other firmans of appointment and from the provisions of the
London treaty of 1841. The Sublime Porte had tried to make changes to the Egyp-
tian border. The British authorities, who had occupied Egypt since 1881 and had
aspirations in Sinai, did not agree. Therefore, Lord Cromer, the British Agent

in Egypt, sent a note on 13 April 1882 to Tijgran Pasha, the Egyptian Forelign Min-
ister at that time, saying, "It is not possible to change any part of the firmans
which concern relations between the Sublime Porte and Egypt without the consent of
the British government." Cromer sent this letter officially to England's Ambas-
sador in Istanbul, who conveyed it to the Sublime Porte and sent a copy, as well
as copies of all correspondence dealing with the firman of appointment to the
other countries involved, which recognized it.

The Sublime Porte had to nullify the changes, after which 'Abbas Hilmi II visited
al-Tur [Mount Sinai]. He also visited al-'Arish in 1898. 'Uthman Farid, the
Governor of al-'Arish, recorded this visit on the two border columns which sepa-
rated the Palestinian province [al-Mutasarrafiyah al-Falistiniyah] and Egypt:
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"On this blessed Saturday, 12 Shawwal 1315 (5 March 1898), the sun has risen to

bring H. E. 'Abbas Hilmi II underneath the skies of the Egyptian border. ‘here-
fore, 1 have written this in Rafah,..."

Shortly before the beginning of the 20th century, things had changed in Egypt, as
had Turkey's view of Egypt, with the appearance of the "Islamic League" movement
influenced by al-Afghani. This was paralleled by the call by Mustafa Kamil and
the Nationalist Party to work against the British occupation of Egypt. Mustafa
Kamil wanted an alliance with the Sublime Porte, headed by the Caliph of the Mus-
lims, to help him liberate the Islamic world from the yoke of colonialism. The
Sublime Porte seized this current to its own advantage and tried to strengthen
Kamil's influence in Egypt. The Ottomans establishad a military post at al-
Qusaymah and another at Mashshash al-Kuntila in Wadi al-Jarrafi, both within the
Sinai border, of course. The Sublime Porte also established a new district
[qa'imaqamiyah] in Bi'r al-Sab' in 1899,

As a result, the Egyptian government asked the Sublime Porte to appoint a joint
commission of Egyptians and Turks to delineate the border between Sinai and the
Ottoman possessions in the Hijaz and Syria, especially after the Ottoman Turks

built a garrison at al-'Agabah, commanded by Gen Rushdi Pasha; they considered

Taba to be part of the border of al-'Aqabah.

Egypt replied by sending a campaign led by Col Sa'd Bay Rif'at, Commandant of the
Sinai, according to Na'um Bey Shugayr in his book "Sinai's Ancient and Modern His-
tory and Geography"...0f course, this happened after the British Intelligence agent
Bromley made a trip to the Sinai and saw approximately 2,000 Turks on Egypt's in-
ternational border in Wadi Taba.

However...the Commandant of the Sinai could not land at Taba, according to Na'um
Shaqir.... ST
Naturally the Egyptian action prompted the Grand Vizier to send a telegram to
"Abbas Pasha on 19 April 1892 asking that no clash occur between Sa'd Bey Rif'at's
soldiers and the Turkish garrison at Taba and telling him, according to the text
of the letter published in Ahmad Shafiq Pasha:

"Because the result of this campaign may not meet with the satisfaction of upper
levels and because it is understood that you did not give any notice of your ac-

tions, we beg your knowing protectors and your conscience to try urgently to avoid
such a situation.”

Apparently, the Turks wanted to embarrass 'Abbas Pasha, force him to clash with
the British and cause him to lose his popularity...especially since Mustafa Kamil
and the Nationalist Party held the same view as the Sublime Porte....

'Abbas Pasha replied to the Grard Vizier that when he summoned the Foreign Minis-

ter and reached an understanding with him, it was decided to withdraw the Egvptian
force from Taba to Fir'awn Island. Here the Grand Vizier sent a letter affirming

that Taba was part of the Egyptian border and asked 'Abbas to send an emissary to

reach an agreement with his envoy about delineating the border so that there would
be no clashes in the future. The Sublime Porte sent a telegram saying, "Since
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there is no dispute over the Taba post near al-'Agabah, there is no reason to draw
a dividing line. Please devote your endeavurs to preventing a dangerous situation,
which will arise if a military post is established there."

In February 1906, after maneuvering by the Khedive and the Sublime Porte...rather,
after Britain sent battleships to al-'Aqabah, Rafah and the coast of Turkey it-
self...it was decided to form a commission of Turkish and Egyptian officers to
Jdelineate the border. However, the commission was unable to begin its work, and
the border negotiations were transferred to London and Istanbul. During these
negotiations, the Sublime Porte asked that most of al-Tih be annexed to Syria by
drawing a line from al-'Arish to the Suez and from there to Nagb al-'Aqabah, with
everything east of this line going to Turkey and the remainder to Egypt. When
Egypt rejected this request, Turkey came back with a request that the Sinai be
divided intc two parts by a straight line from al-'Arish to Ra's Muhammad, with
the western part going to Egypt and the eastern to the Sublime State.

Egypt also refused to consider this request and insisted on the line set by the
-Eirman appointing 'Abbas Hilmi II, which is from Rafah to al-'"Arish. ‘

In April 1906, it came to light that Turkish soldiers had oncupied Rafah and re-
moved the two border columns and the telegraph poles.

ilowever, the British government presented an ultimatum on 3 May 1906 calling on
the Sublime Porte to comply with the Egyptian requests in 10 days. These requests
were essentially the evacuation of Taba, the return of Egyptian troops to Rafah
and the two border columms be restored to their places....

Oa 13 May 1906, Turkey capitulated, and the Grand Vizier sent a letter saying,

"1t has been decided to evacuate Taba, and orders have been issued to this ef-
fect...Staff officers who are in al-'Aqabah should meet with the officials autho-
rized by the Khedive and po together wherever necessary to conduct inquiries based
on topographical bases in order to maintain the status quo and respect the past on
the peninsula. They will draw the borderline, starting from Rafah and moving
southeast in a straight line to the Gulf of al-'Aqabah post, which is at least 3
miles from al-'Aqabah." ‘

Delineating the political border between Egypt and Palestine based on the natural
border began on 7 June 1906. Ra's Taba on the western coast of the Gulf of al-
'Agabah was chosen as the starting point (triangulation point No 1). The line
moved to Rafah, passing through al-Mafraq point, Ra's al-Radadi east of Thamilat .
al-Radadi (point No 3), Jabal al-Safra' (point No 4), the top of Jabal Juff (point
No 53), north of Thamilat-Suwaymilah (point No 7), northwest of Jabal Samawl (point
No 8) and thence to the top of the terrain northwest of Bi'r al-Magarah, to tri-
angulation point No 9. Point Ho 9 is repeated west cof Jabal al-Majrah, and from
there [the line moved] to Ra's al-'Ayn, east of 'Ayn al-Jadirat by about 5 kilo-
meters (triangulation point No 10), then to point No 11 on Jabal Umm al-Hawawit
and from there to the midpoint of the distance between two columns standing under
a tree at a distance of 390 meters southwest of Bi'r Rafah (triangulation point

No 13). Then it moved to a point on the sand hills at a distance of 420 meters
and an angle of 280 degrees from magnetic north. From this point, the line ex-
tended straight at a 334 degree angle from magnetic north to the Mediterranean
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coast, passing through a hill of ruins on the coast. The line determined 11 tri-

angulation points according to coordinates, 10 of which are astronomical observa-
tion .

The delineation of the border by triangulation points was completed on 28 June
1906. The map was drawn, and we have published it here.

On 13 September 1906 (13 Sha'ban 1324)...these points were agreed upon.

The agreement delineating the border was signed the evening of 1 October 1906 in
Turkish, Arabic and English. The eight-article agreement was signed by two Egyp-
tian representatives, Brig Cen Ibrahim Fathi and Commander Owen, and for the
Ottomans, Staff Col Muzaffar and Staff Major Fahmi.

Article 1: The administrative dividing line begins as shown on the attached map
from the point of Ra's Taba on the western coast of the Gulf of al-'Aqabah and ex—
tends to the top of Jabal Fort, passing over the top of the eastern part of Jabbal
Taba, which overlook Wadi Taba, and then moves from the top of Jabal Fort in the
following straight lines:

From Jabal Fort to a point not exceeding 200 meters to the east of the top of
Jabal Fathi Pasha and from there to the point where formed by the intersection of
the extension of this line with a perpendicular line drawn from a point 200 meters
from the top of Jabal Fathi Pasha on the line that connects the center point of
the top with al-Mafraq point. Frem this point of intersection to the hill east of
and overlooking Thamilat al-Radadi, so that Thamilat remains to the west of the
line. From there the line moves to the top of Ra's al-Radadi, then to the top of
Jabal al-Safra' and then to the eastern peak of Jabal Umm Juff. From there it
moves to a point north of Thamilat Suwaylimah designated by triangulation point
No 7, and from this point to a point west northwest of Jabal Samawi designated by
triangulation point No 8. From there it moves to the top of the hill that is lo-
cated west northwest of Bi'r al-Mugharah...from there to triangulation point No 9,
then to No 9 repeated west of Jabal al-Muqrah, then to Ra's al-"Ayn, designated by
triangulation point No 10 repeated, and from there to a point on Jabal Umm Haw-
wawit, designated by triangulation point No 11. From there the line moves to the
midpoint between two columns standing under a tree at a distance of 390 meters
southwest of Bi'r Rafah, designated by point no 13. From there it moves to a
point on the sand hill at a 280 degree angle from magnetic north, or 80 degrees

to the west, at a distance of 420 meters in a straight line from the two columns.
From this point, the line extends 334 degrees frum magnetic north (26 degrees to
the west) to the Mediterranean coast, passing through hill of ruins on the coast.

Article 2: The dividing line described in Article 1 has been indicatad by a
broken black line on the map which will Le signed and exchanged by the two parties
at the same time they will sign and exchange the agreement.

Article 3: [Boundary] pillars will be erected along the dividing line from the
point which is located on the Mediterran-:an coast to the point located en the
coast of the Gulf of al-'Aqabah so that .:ach column is visible from the following
column. This will be done in the presen:e of representatives of the two parties.
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water, fields and lands as before.
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Article 4: These columns will be maintained by the Sublime State and the Honorable
Egyptian Khedivial State.

Article 5: 1If these columns must be rebuilt in the future or their number in-
creased, the two parties must send representatives for this purpose and mark the
locations of the additional columns on the line indicated on the map. :

Article 6: All tribes which live on either side may use the water according to
past practice, which means that the past will be honored in this regard, and the
necessary assurances will be given in this matter to the bedouin and tribes. The
Sultan's soldiers, individuals and the gendarmery will use the water to the west
of the dividing line.

Article 7: The Sultan's soldiers and the gendarmery may not go west of the divid-
ing line while armed. :

Article 8: The people and the bedouin of both sides will maintain ownership of

The above is the verbatim text of the agreement. '

In implementation of the third article of the agreement, columns were erected
along the line, with each column visible from the following column. There were

a total of 91 columns of wood, which were later rebuilt of stones to form trun—-
cated pyramids with bases 1 meter square and 2 to 2 and 1/2 meters tall, with the
top of the pyramid measuring 30 by 30 cm. The first column was erected in Ra's
Taba on Saturday, 31 December 1906 and given number %1. The last column was
erected on hill of ruins on the Rafah coast on 9 February 1907 and given number 1.

This is the story of Taba, which is now repeating itself with the Israelis, 76
years after demarcation of Egypt's border with the Sublime Porte. It is asg clear
as day and does not warrant argument. :

Will this problem be solved before 26 April and the disagreements solved between
Egypt and Israel...or will they turn to a third party as is being sald...and would
this be consistent with the seventh article of the pPeace treaty between Egypt and‘
Israel?

What if no aéreemEnt is reached before 26 April, the date for completion of the
final stage of Israeli withdrawal?

~ «..This is the question!!

9882
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MAY: JERUSALEM STANCE BASED ON 5 PRINCIPLES

NC282305 Calro MEWA in Arabic 2214 GMT 28 Feb 82

[Text] Cairo, 28 Feb (MENA) —- Epypt has made its position clear on the issue of
Jerusalem in the messages it has sent to the leaders of the United States, France, the
FRG, Britain, Austria and Italy. In its issue to be published tomorrow, Monday, the
newspaper MAY reports that Egypt's position on the Jerusalem issue is based on several

principles that Egypt has emphasized in its messages to these countries. Egypt's
position is based on the following:

1. When he visited Jerusalem in his historic peace initiative, the late ®
President Anwar as-Sadat mentioned in his speech before the Knesset that
Egypt considers east Jerusalem as Arab land.

2. The late President as-Sadat made two visits to Israel the first to
Beershiba and the second to Haifa. [Word indistinct] President Anwar
as-Sadat (Zexchanged) written messages with former U.S. President Jimmy
Carter on the Jerusalem issue in which Egypt and President Carter defined
their positions on the Jerusalem issue. These messages are included in the
Camp David documents.

3. The United Nations, the international community, and all countries of
the world have adopted a unified position on the Jeruszalem question. ,
Egypt's commitment te this position is an international law one that it
cannot relinguish. )

4. There are parties ready to exploit every suitable opportunity to torpedo
the march toward peace. Egypt's concern to maintain this march requires
that it abide by the international positions and to adhere to the
principles charted by the international communicy.

3. The Egyptian delegations that have visited Israel have always observed
a commitment to the declared positions and policies which Egypt emphasizes
and is concerned about.

CONTACTS UNDERMWAY ON MUBARAE VISIT TO ISRAEL

NC272154 Cairo MENA in English 2130 GMT 27 Feb 82

[Text] Cairo, 27 Feb (MENA) -- Israeli radio reported tonight a statement by an aide
to Prime Minister Menahem Begin to the effect that Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhag
Shamir had expressed during his meeting with President Husni Mubarak the view that the
president's first visit to Tsrael should be an official one and should include a meeting
with President Yitzhaq Navon. The MIDDLE EAST MEWS AGENCY has learned that contacts are
still under way between the two countries to fix the date and itinerary of the wvisit.

GHURBAL EECEIVES MUBARAK MESSAGE FOR REAGAN

HC271645 Cairo MEMA in Arabic 1625 GMT 27 Feb 82

[Text] Cairo, 27 Feb (MENA) —- President Muharmad Husni Mubarak received Egyptian
ambassador in Washington, Dr Ashraf Ghurbal this evening to give him a message to U.S.
President Ronald Reagan. Dr Ghurbal will leave Cairo tomorrow morning for the United
States.

"Urgent' Message for Haig
NC271649 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1615 GMT 27 Feb B2

[Text] Cairo, 27 Feb (MENA) —— Egyptian ambassador to the United States, Dr Ashraf
Ghurbal has received an urgent message from Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan 'Ali to be
delivered to U.S5. Secretary of State Alexander Haig on the ambassador's rerturn to his
post in Washington tomorrow, Sunday. This was stated by Dr Ashraf Ghurbal after his
meeting with 'All today.
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Jhe U.5. envoy cxpressed a desire to visit Epypt and Israel again in the near future “in I
&n attempt to pive momentum to the autonomy talks. He said that he will not represent
the U.5. side in the technical committees meetings but that Ambassader Nat Cluverius

will continue to represent the U.S. side in these tripartite meetings. //;Ef!
a5

-

The U.S. envoy is scheduled to leave Cairo for his country at down tomorrow, Tuesday,
after a I-day visit to Egypt.

"ﬁ____-
AL-JUMHURTYAH AFFIEMS SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIANS _ \

NC212235 CAiro MENA 4in Arabic 2140 CMT 21 Feb 82 Bt

[Text] Cairo, 21 Feb (MENA) —- AL-JUMHURIYAH has reaffirmed that Egvpt's ntand-:H Palestinian
autonomy is clear and kncem; Egypt is not negotiatiug in the name of the Palestinians but
is working through the negotiations to put the real owners of the issue on the right track.
Ny
In Monday's edition, the newspaper editorially says that naturally this does not mean
that Egypt pays no attention to the Palestinian people's lepitimate rights. Palestine's
security [amnfilastin] has always been and will always be the key to peace or danger for
the Egyptian people,

In its editorial on the occasion of the arrival in Cairo of Richard Fairbanks, U.S. envoy
to the autonomy talks, and the beginning of a new round of talks aimed at arriving at a
declaration of principles concerning autonemy, the newspaper notes that' Egypt's commitment
to the Palestinian people's right to self-determination in their occupied territory, which
Israel is rejecting, not only constitutes an Arab stand on the part of Egypt but is pri-
marily a question of security for Egyptians. A

a
'ALY ON DEMARCATION OF BORDERS WITH ISRAEL e

NC192237 Cairo MENA in Arabic 2150 GMT 19 Feb 82 . ‘

[Text] Cairo, 19 Feb (MENA) -—- Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan
'Mi has said that 91 markers have been placed [words indistinect] from the Red Sea to
the Gulf which will form the firm and historic borders between Egypt and Tsrael in
accordance with its international borders demarcated in 1906,

In a statement te be published in tomorrow's AL-AHRAM, Kamal Hasan "Ald said: The consul-
tations currently taking place deal with 11 other markers which are a subject of contro-
versy, particularly near the township of Bi'r Tabah, since there is disagreement on dis-
tances ranging between 1 meter and 55 meters and the farthest distance being 600 meters
[as received]. All these problems will be surmounted on the basis of the principle
declared by Egypt that its historic international borders are sacred and absolutely

cannot be encroached upon.

Memorandum on Border Submitted
NC221958 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1655 CMT 22 Feb 82
[Text] Cairo, 22 Feb (MENA) -- Today, Egypt submitted an official memorandum during the

stance on the internaticnal border with Israel and the need to draw it in accordance with
the peace treaty and the 1905 agreement. X
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Egypt also stressed the importance of impleme
end protect the borders and prevent illegal a
and intention to lock after the Egyptian and
Palestinian parts of Rafah and ro preserve th
the principle of compensations for inhabirant
and Egypt will work to achieve their desires.

< ' ECYPT -

nting certain security measures to secure
cts, Epypt also stressed its interest in
Palestinian familles in the Egyptian and

eir property. Egypt also wants to implement
s of the area who will be adversely affected

lHEH&1ﬁﬁf1ii?ﬁéﬂ“EFEEFEHE_Egypt1au“méﬁ6f§iaﬁm, cﬁéﬁﬂhea'nt;}l'pcintu;—han-baen-prepared

in the light of the visit made recently by an
dors 'Ismat Riza and Fawzi al-Abrashi to the
particularly the humanitarian aspects, in pre
accordance with-the 1906 apreement and in keep
-, humanitarian needs of the Palestinian and Egv
affected as a result of the Teraeli accupatio
tinian and Egyptian parts of Rafah by Israel,

The Egyptian memorandum consists of the fello

1. The international borders must be drawn u
the two countries.

Egyptian delegation which' included Ambassa-

town of Rafah to study the situation there —-
paratica -for the Tedrawing of the borders in e
ing with 1ts intentfon to look after-the—. 2
ptian citizens who have been adversely
n in 1967 and the unification of the Pales-

wing:
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2. Security provisions and border protection require certain security measures to prevent
illegal acts by any partv zgainst another. This will require the adoption of security

measures which will be agreed upon with regar

3. Egypt is interested in safeguarding the 1
property and is working to reunite families ¢

4. Egypt accepts the prinsiple of compensati
be adversely affected in terms of lands or bu

3. The means by which property on both sides
by Egypt until 25 April.

6. Egypt wants to realize the azpirations of
the aspirations of the Palestinian inhabitsnt
desire is to return to their lands in Gaza.

7. Imn the light of the above, a certain peri
resettling and rehousing these Palestinians
the Western part of the border.

8. The aforementioned principle will also ap
part of Rafah. Egypt assumes responsibilicy
quarters and sources of livelihood.

d to border-crossing. !
nterests of the families as well as their H
f the border areas.

on for citizens of the border areas who will :
ildings.

of the border is exchanged will be accepted

the Palestinian inhabitants and, Judging by
s of Gaza, Egypt knows for certain that their

od must be set up to provide places for
ho will be moving to the [Caza] Strip from

ply to Egyptians residing in the Palestinian
for irmediately providing them with living

9. The above is based on the fact that all measures the Egvptians and Palestinians have
been subjected to were a direct result of previcus Israeli measures implemented afrer 1967,

10. Out of its desire to provide all possibi
and to give the necessary faciliries to safegp
Egypt sees [a need] to ssree on the manner by
two sectors of the town.

11. With regard to the Egyptian part of Rafa
current services for a certain period of time
themn.

The Egyptian committee which went to Rafah ha
will entail the removal of 160 houses. The E
arrangements for transferring and compensatin
the return of 500 Palestinian families residi
of Rafah to the Palestinisn part of the town

desire to returm to their lands.
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lities for the inhabitants of the border areas '
vard their interests and maintain family ties,
which the inhabitants will cross between the

h, Egypt sees a need to continue using the
until adequate services are provided for

s found out that redrawing the borderline
gyptian side has taken into considerarion

g the people involved. It has also considared
ng in the Canada barracks in the Egvptian part
in accordance with their requests and their
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Technicians To Enter Sinai
KC221855 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1750 GMT 22 Feb B2

[Text] Cairo, 22 Feb (MENA)} -— Next Thursday, the first team of Egyptian adminis-
trative officials will, for the first time, enter the remaining part of [Istraeli-
occupied] Sinai to permanently assume their responsibilities of operation and adminis-
tration of the various installations and establishments bought by Egypt in the southern
part of the Sinal. This operation is a prelude to Egypt's takeover of this area on

25 April following Isra2l's Full withdrawal,

This team, composed of €0 Egyptian technicians, will be followed by two more groups
arriving on 1 and 8 March.

The installations and establishments which will he operated by these technicians are
located in Numaybi', Dhahab, Sharm as-Shaykh and Ra's an-Naqab.

The arrival of these technicians in the Sinai was discussed today during the meeting
of the Egyptian-Israeli Military Committee.

Ambassador 'Ismat Riza has stated that the Isracli side of the committee today handed

the Egyptian side detailed information on the various installations and establishments
located in the remaining part of northern Sirai. He added that the Israeli side has
estimated these installations and establishments st 5143 million. He added that the

Egyptian side has formed a subcommittee to discuss the information received by Egypt

from Israel concerning northern Sinai. ‘

MENA has learned that Egvpt will only pay for the installations and establishments
which are in good condirion,

-

NEW ZEALAND SINAT CONTINGENT TO ARRIVE IN MARCH

KC222001 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1830 GMT 22 Fab 82

[Text] ¥ew Zealand Prime Minister Robert Muldoon stated today that a New Zealand
contingent will joln the Sinai multinational force in March. Muldoon added that
the nucleus of this contingent will consist of two air force helicopter teams. Two
groups charged with maintenance, ordnance and supply tasks will constitute part of
this contingent.

CATRO RADIO COMMENTARY OM ISEAEL'S ARMS REQUESTS

WC192045 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabiec 1830 GMT 19 Feh B2

[Ibrahinm Wahbi commentary]

Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin should accept U.5. advice, just as he accepts
hoge amounts of arms and aid. Indeed, the story of the desire for Israeli military
superiority over all the Arab states collectivelv has become a story that is incom-
patible with the era of peace and has led to four successive wars. It also hinders
the road to peace and the restoration of legitimate rights.

{Text] ¥shum Goldmann, former president of the World Jewish Congress, has said that '

Subsequently, there is no justification for Isrzeli Defense Minister Sharon's request
to the United States to support Israel's armament, because Israel, according to

Sharon, is no longer capable of maintaining an arms race with the Arabs.
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Indeed also, 1f he is aware of the fact that every measure has a countermeasure and that

the Arabs might also seek superiority inm self-defense, then the only solution will be the
Toad to peace. which the Arabs and the Israelis should abide by, This peace, according

to Goldmann's statements, demands that Israel 5hould accept U.5. advice, just as it receives
huge amounts of U.S5. arms and military aid.

Coldmann's statements to Israel must alsc be taken into consideration by the United States.
Some might depend on the amms race in not abiding by the road to peace and restoring the
usurped ripghts. Consequently, the United States can act according to Goldmann's statcment
that the United States should impose restrictions on the arms consignments to the Middle
East.

As Israel is receiving huge amounts of U.S5. arms, the United States should puarantee

that such arms must not be an obstacle in restoring the legitimate riphts to the Palestinians
and in establishing peace and stability, which is hindered by military operations such as

the attack on the Iragi nuclear reactor, the attack on southern Lebanon and the operations

in the West Bank, and the failure to acknuuledge the rights of the Palestinian people for
self-determination.

'ALI ON PEACE PROCESS, ARAB-ISRAELI CONTACT

RC221731 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1700 CMT 22 Feb 82 .

[Text] Cairo, 22 Feb (MENA) — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan
'814 has affirmed that there will be no overall and just peace in the Middle East without
a solution of the Palestinian problem. He added that it is not logical for Egypt to
abandon this issue afrer 25 April or to stop such negotiations after this date.

His excellency, who was replying to a question, said the Egypt 1s most certainly an Arab
country and that Egyptian-Arab solidarity will not be at the expense of Egypt's relations
with Israel. He added that the Egyptian-Israeli relations can serve as a model for

future Arab-Israeli relations. '

CATRO DAILY VIEWS FUTURE OF ARAB RELATIONS

PM221157 Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 18 Feb 82 pp 1, 3

[Chief Editor Ibrahim Mafi' Article: "Egypt's Return to the Arabs or the Arabs' Return
to Egypt"]

[Excerpts] President Husni Mubarak's l-day visit to the Sultarate of Oman arcused many
questions and much speculation. The reason for this might be the fact that Sultan Qabus
sent his invitation to the president while he was in Washington, which might refleect the
keen desire for the invitation and for the visit to take place quickly. The reason could
also be the imminent final Israeli withdrawal from the rest of the ocecupiled territories in
Sinai and the link between this and the possibilicy of Egypt's returning to the Arabs or
of the Arabs' returning to Egypt. What is more astonishing is that speculation went as
far as the supposition that President Mubarak would meet in the Omani cepital with some
representatives of the Arab countries or that he would leave Muscat to visit come

capitals of the Arab Gulf.

The principal fact of this wisit is that Egypt and Ouman are linked by good and close relations
and that the Omani leadership understands the reality of the age and supports the choice

of peace. Also Egypr, for its part, spares no effort or action that would strengthen Oman,

be it through its resources, experience, or its friends in the advanced states.

In the meantime Omani foreign policy is to a large extent identical to Epyptian policy

with regard to a close friendship with the United States and the extreme caution with

regard to Soviet penetration, while asserting the principle of total rejection of the

poelicy of polarization in the area with either superpower. Im this regard both countries
agreed to give milivary faciiities to the United States when the need arises and both refused
to give any permanent bases.
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[Question] Are you not worried by the possibility tha the prime minister wil—fond
foreign policy -- at least as far as the United States is concerned -- from Jerusalem
together with the U.S. ambassador here, Mr Lewis?

[Answer] No, I am not worried at all by such things because I do not think there should
be competition between the Isracli ambassador in Washington and the U.S. ambassador in
Jerusalem, These are two parallel channels of transmitting information between Jerusalem
and Washington, and it is important that both funcrion and operate without causing too
many problems in the system and without distorting the information being passed through
those lines. If these two channels are really active and do this job, then as far as I
am concerned it makes no difference what the volume of information passing through the
channel from Washington co Jerusalem is —- my channel -- versus the volume of information
being transmitted through the channel to Washington, which is Sam Lewis' channel.

) [Question] How do you envision your relations with the U.5., Jewry? Do you intend to
' mactivate it for the sake of Israel? Do you regard it as an ally or something that
: complements your work?

[Answer] There are certainly many people in the U.S5. who are Israeld sympathizers; there
are even many who love Israel, and not all of them are Jewish. Among the Jewish population
the percentage of Israeli sympathizers and lovers or people who feel a commitment to Israel
= is very larpe; therefore, the Israeli ambassador certainly has a special affinity with
those people,

[Question] How will you use that connection?
[Answer] Look, vou are actually asking me to provide you with specifics and I think you are

- putting the cart before the horse. Ir is necessary to first get there, study the subject,
and maybe during my next visit I could detail ov plans,

i i [Question] How long do you intend to do this job?
[Answer] You know that T will be the seventh ambassador, as MK Eban reminded me. That

1 means that in the last 33 years there were six embassadors. If you calculate —— if vyou have

i a pocket calculater — you will find out that 33 divided by six 5 5 and 1/2 years; this is
the average tenure of our ambassadors there. 1 Can assure you that vpon my return the
average stay will be lower, i

EGYPTS REJECTS DEMARCATION PLAN FOR RAFAH

TAD91045 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 9 Feb 82 pp 1, 2
[Report by military correspondent Ze'ew Schiff]

i [Text] The Egyptians have rejected all the compromise proposals put forward by Israel

for the denarcation of the international border within the town of Rafah. The Israeld
propesals are aimed at preventing any injurious effects to the local residents. The
Egyptians are insisting thar the boundary be set as it was in 1906, withoutr taking into
account the development of the town and its surroundings In the years since. The EgypLians
have also rejected compromise proposals concerning the area surrounding Tabah, near Elat.

If the Egyptians do not agree to sofren their position, many dozens of homes will have to
be demclished, hundreds of families will have to be evacuated, and orchards and cultivated
land will be rvined. In the meantime, Defense Minister Ari'el Sharon has ordered that
nothing be done which could adversely affect the local population, saying that it will be
better if the other side evacuates the residents on the border and not the IDF,

' ;
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All the efforts by lsraeli representatives to convince the Egyptians to accept a flexible
formula =~ which will take into consideration the local population when the new boundary
ie demarcated -~ have failed. Mr Sharon's proposals during his recent visit to Egypt

were limited to Epypt's agreeing to set up a special subcommittee which will discuss the
Rafah border and the dispute at Tabah and at other places in Sinai. Several meatings

have been held, but all the Israeli proposals have been rejected out of hand. Unofficial
feelers extended outside the committee have also been turned down. :

The Epyptians have evidently decided to disregard the suffering of the local population.
They undoubtedly assume chat in the end Israel will be blamed for causing the demarcation
problems., There are already indications that Egypt is directing media representatives to
thie scnsitive issue. .

Israel has put forward various proposals in order to limit the harm to the population,

from local exchanges of territory in order to allow a winding bordarline, to the possibility
of declaring a "frce zone" along the border fence. All these suggestions have been rejected
by the Egyptians. They say their land is sacred and they cannot forgo even one centimeter
of territory. Thercfore, they cannot deviate from the boundary that was decided in 1906.

In addition, they are saying in informal talks, that Israel has no right to hand over or
exchange territory that does not belong to Israel but to the Palestinisns. In these

talks they have even said that if they were to receive from Israel any land from Rafah,

in the Gaza Strip, they would hand it over to the Palestinians.

The Epyptians know that Israel usually sets up a sophisticated fence along its borders
to prevent tervorist incursions and smuggling attempts. Such a fence will also be
erected on the southern border. Its construction will necessitate the evacuation of
territory tens of meters wide along the Gaza Strip border. Another possibility is to
construct the fence in the vear of Rafah, but this would cause the local residents con-
elderable difficulties during security checks when they go to work in Israel or even in
the Gaga Strip. 4

Israel has expressed amazement at the Egyptians' indifference to the suffering of the
Arab population. It is noted that Israel will in any event agree to compensate the resi-
dents of the Canadian refupgee camp because it was Israel that roved them there and
helped them construct residential neighborhoods 10 years ago. Israel expects that Egypt
will also do fts part to alleviate the problems of the Arab population. Mr Sharon's
current order is not te harm the Arab population and to wait until the Egyptians show
gome penerosity toward them. In the event that an evacuation becomes necessary, it will
be betver if Egypt, not Israel, #xpels the residents.

There are now some 80,000 persons in the Rafah region. Of them, 36,000 are Palestinians
who were recidents there before 1948, 38 000 are Palestinian refugees and 6,000 are
Egyptian subjects. The population of Rafah itself is 50,000, of which 38,000 are refugees
and the rest are local Palestinians or Egyptians. !

JRANSPORTATION TALKS WITH ECYPT BEGIN 8 FEB

TADB2020 Jerusalem Domestic Television Service in Hebrew 1900 CMT 8 Feb B2

{Text] Talks about transportation issues between Israel and Egypt began in Jerusalem ‘
this worning. Transportation experts from Israel and Egypt will be meeting for 3 days

and will try to agree on the fees to be paid by Israeli trucks that will cross to Egypt,

the departure of Israeli ships to the shores of southern Sinai, as well as arrangements

for operating the bus route from Tel Aviv to Cairo.

Talks End After Disagreement

FAD91643 Tel Aviv IDF Rsdio in Hebrew 9 Feb 82

TText] A dispute over the price of fuel to be paid by drivers of Israeli trucks in Egypt
today brought & halt to the talks about normalization in traffic between Israel and Egypt.
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Arye Grozbord heads the Israeli delegation in those talks.

[Begin Grozbord recording] A demand to pay the difference between the price at the
Egyptian stations and the Israell stations has no connection with the fuel's price to the
Egyptians. We are certainly prepared for Israclis to pay the amount of the subsidy thay
the Egyptians pay, but we definitely do not want a sort of fee to be imposed, in addition

to this, on an lsraeli truck, a fee that will prevent it from being able to compete. |
[end recording]

The Ministry of Transport said that agreements have been achieved on other issues, but
because no agreement whatsoever was achieved on the issue of fuel, there was no poeine in
slgning the agreement. The Egyptian delegation will, therefore, return to Epypt without .
signing the agreement and the matter will be transferred to a higher level,

[Begin Grozbord recording] The talks have have been stopped for the moment and the Egyptians
are returning te Egypt with the Israelq proposals, for discussions with their ministers.

The matter may have to be solved by the Supreme Ministerial Cormittee. [end recording]

MA'ARIV: RESTRAINT IN LEEANON JUSTIFIED

TA091258 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 9 Feb 82 p 5
[Commentary by Shemu'el Segev: "The visit to Juniyah and the restraint in Lebanon"]

[Text] Without going into the truth or falsity of the report in this week's TIME magazine
about a meeting held in Juniyah between Defense Minister Ari'el Sharen and the commander
of the Phalangises in Lebanon, Bashir al-Jumayyil, the fact {s that Israel last week rook
Preparedness measures on its northern border.

Haturally, no one expected a "Palestinian offensive.” It was difficult to imagine that

Just when Syria was waging & political campaign in the United Nations, President Hafiz al-As
would violate the cease-fire an the Golan, just as it was difficule to imagine that just ‘
vhen Finance Minister Yoran Aridor was fighting fer his budget, the Defense Ministry would
decide to do some "nmuscle flexing" without actually using those muscles —- a move that would
glice millions of shekels From the defense budget. Therefore, it must be concluded that

Israel in fact did intend to launch some sort of operation in southern Lebanon.

Revertheless, Israel did not rarry out an operation, since it cannot launch a major offensive
against the terrorists' bastions in southern Lebanon without isclating itself completely

and intclerably in the international arena since the Golan Heights Law has already caused
Israel to lose much of its freedom of action in Lebanon. Instead, Israel dispatched a
epeclal emissary to Vashington to explain to the heads of the State Department the gravity
with which Israel views the systematic reinforcement of the terrorists’ deployment in Lebanon.

Israel and the United States agreed in their evaluations of this reinforcement. In the past
8 months the United Statcs has had various opportunities to take note of the flow of Soviet,
Libyan and Syrian arms into the terrorists’ camps, just as it was able to follow the
systematic changes in the terrorists’ deployment between the Litani and the Zaharani. As
part of its means of supervising the cease-fire in Sinai and on the Golan, the United States
employs U-2 aircraft, based in Cyprus. These could easily detect the changes in the terrorists’
deployment. For the United States, however, the main thing is not the reinforcement of the
Palestinians' strength, but the preservation of the cease-fore -- a fact which was made
abundantly clear to the Israeli envoy.

This U.5. stand did not come as a surprise to Israel. Ever since Philip Mabib arranged the
cease-fire in southern Lebanon on 13 July 1981, the United States has regarded it as a
considerable achievement just to maintain the calm on the northern border.
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% DELAY SOUGHT OF AUTONOMY TALKES FOR HAIG VISIT

NC211846 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1830 GMT 21 Jan 82 2

[Text] Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Karal Hagan 'Ali has stated that con- |
tacts are underway to postpone the meetings of the autonomy negotiations, which are

scheduled to be held on the level of experts on Sunday, until after the visit of the 1.5,
secretary of state to the reglon. He added that Egypt's stance on the autonomy nepotia-

tions is firm and unchangeable, and that Egypt will continue the negotiations even after

26 April because its aim is not to liberate Sinal only, but also to find 2 just sclution

to the Palestinian problem. 'Ali further said that Epypt is committed to the provisions

of the Camp David accord and that it has nothing it can concede on behalf of the

Palestinian people. '

KBC THTERVIEWS MUBARAK ON AUTONOMY TALKS

KC201838 Cairo MENA in English 1825 GMT 20 Jan 82

[Text] Washington, 20 Jan (MENA) — Fresident Mubarak said today that divergences in
viewpoints on Palestinian autonomy were still wide between Egypt and Israel.

In an interview today with the NBC television, President Mubarak said that Egypt could
. make no concessions regarding Palestinian autonomy as the problem was not her own.

The president added that Egypt would attempt to benefit from its relations with Israel
to the utmost after its withdrawal from Sinai so as to achieve a comprehensive peace in
the Middle East. Egvpt, he =aid, will through its friendly relations with Israel seek
to settle the differences between the Arab states and Israel.

and from this standpoint the late President as-Sadat had undertaken his peace initiative.

|
|
!
|
|
|
| -
i The president affirmed quite openly that Israel was a reality that could not be ignored '
| i In reply to a question on the possibility of concealing the Eur:uptinn that existed within

the previous period, President Mubarak said thar if there existed one, two or even three
| ceses of corruption in Egypt it did not mean that it was rampant in Egypt.
|
I

Corruption existed throughout the world and it was better not to mention the past.

In reply to question on the statement made by Yasir 'Arafat, chairman of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation, that he did not accept any thing of the Isrseli nepetiations,
President Mubarak said that he had heard nothing to this effect.

President Mubarak stressed that that there was a possibility to exploit existyf) diploma

Telations between Egypt and Israel for the establishmen f{ peace i;/rhe are ’
// iﬁqﬁfﬁ;
CARTOGRAPHERS, ADMINISTRATORS TO ENTER SINAT /_,, /_,.-- - I :

[Text] Cairo, 20 Jan (MENA) — A delegation of Egyptian technical experts led by
Aohassador 'lsmat Rida, director of the Department of Bilateral Relations between Egypt
end Israel, will leave Cairo for Rafah on 24 January to participate with a similar
Israeli delegarion in renovating and establishing the border markers in the Rafah area
in their original locations during the British Mandate on Palestine and in accopfiance

, with the 1906 agreement. /
ot // :

WC201523 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1723 GMT 20 Jan 82
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v The technical committee will deal with any harm that might be caused to some individuals
thete because the internatisnal bordarline dn this area Passes through the middle of the
town of Rafah, dividing the fshabitancs' houses -- a matter which necessitates the
femoval of some houses and the compensation of their owners,

A delepation of Egyptian and leraeli survey and border experts will visit the area of
[Bi'r] Tabah in the next few days to renovate the border markers, some of which have heen
ruined by the weather and the wars, and to establish them in their original locations
during the British Mandate and in accordance with the 1906 agreement. .

The Egyptian side had presented maps to the higher jodnt committee, which completed its
wotk in Cairo yestarday, showing the original locations of these markers.

It 18 known that a disaprecment had arisen between Egypt and Israel on the borderline in
that atea, involving 600 meters at the southern end of the borderline,

Within the context of preparations now belng made for turning over the remainder of Sinai

£0 Egypt and raising the Egyotian flag over every inch of its territory on 25 April, it has
been decided that technical teams, including representatives of the various ministries
eoficetned with the withdrawal, will leave for Sharm ash=Shavkh, (Nuwaybah), Dhahab and all
Bouthern Sinai areas to take over installations recently purchased from the Israeli side

B0 85 to have all the utilities there managed and operated efficiently by 26 April. These
include the Ra's an-Nagh and Ra's Nasrani airpores, the jetty in Sharm aszh-Shaykh, the
200=room Sharm ash-Shavkh Hotel, the environmental school, which accommodates 2,000 students,
and another residential area of 380 houses,

It has aleo been decided to establieh an airlink between Cairo Airpert Sharm ash-Shaykh,
Ra'e an=Nagb and (Al=Jurah) as of 26 April. Every Egvprian will have the right to wvisit
the Sinai areas which have been isolated from Egyptian citizens for about 15 years.

All the utilities in the northern and southern parts of Sinai will also be linked with all '
parts of the Arab Republic of Egypt by roads end various means of communications. The

=T Sham ash=Shaykh=-Ra's Muhamnad road will Be tepaired well before the withdrawal,

Egyptian experts have worked out i corplete plan to provide all services to Sinai inhabj-
tante, cohcentrating on the opening of new schools and hespitals and securing all kinds of
Bervices, particularly in residentisl areas. Special financial treatment will be accorded

: k6 the workers there; a special incentives system will be applied to them and only

' efficient workers in all fields will be selected to work there. etk

s It has also been decided that all the development projects in Sinai should be 100 percent
Egyptian and should be supervised by Egyptian experts,
An Ezyptian information delegation will leave Cairo during the second week of February on
& visit to (Yunbuh), Sharm ash-Shaykh, [Bi't] Tabah, Ra's an-Nagb, Dhahab and Ra'= Wasrani
B0 look over these areas and write shout them for the Egyptian information media.
AL=AHRAM CITES 'ALT ON CONTINUING PLO CONTACTS

f

. RC220901 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabie 0610 CMT 22 Jan 82

[From the press review)

[Excerpt] AL-AHRAM cites an anhouncement by Deputy Prize Minister and Foreign Minister
Kamal Hasan "Ali to the effect that Egypt will not cease having contacts with the PLO,
Which has an office in Cairo, and that the PLO has a role to play in the peace process.

Kamal Hasan "Ali said: Egvpt's relations with the Arab states do not run counter to the
continuation of the peace efforts,
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TA271455 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1425 GMT 27 Jan 62

F -

‘Y. 28 Jan B2 15

—

[Government Press Office release |

[Text] Jerusalem, 27 Jan — Israel will build for the Egyptians the four Egyptian border
posts between Israel and Egypt. An agreement on this was signed today in the border posts
near He'ot Sinay by Transport Ministry Director Ceneral Dr "Uzi Landau and Director
Ceneral of the Airports Authority Dr Ramon Har'el, as Israel's representatives on the one
hand, and by Deputy Recenstruction Minister (Majdi Ma'mun) and Dr 'Ali (Abu Ziyad),

the head of the Sinai Development Authority, as Egypt's representatives, on the other.

Today's signing ceremony followad a decision reached on 27 October 1981 between Defense
Minister Sharon and Epyptian Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan *411 according to which Israel
would build the Egyptian border posts with Egyptian financing.

Following the bilateral transporativn talks it was apreed that the Israeli Tranmsport
Ministry, through its airports authority, will handle the building of the Egyptian border

posts.

In this framework four border checkpoints will be set up: In Rafah, Wizzana, Ra's an-Haqb
near the 'Ezyon airfield, and Tabah. i

The location of the Tabah border post will be decided when the joint Israeli-Egyprian
military committee ends the clarificarions and checks regarding the final border line.

EGYPTIAN EYPERTS ALLOWED TO TOUR SINAT

" TA261253 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 26 Jan B2 p 2

[Report by political correspondent Ilan Kfir]

[Text] Israel has agreed to Egypt's request to allow its experts to tour southern Sinai
to plan the Egyptian deployment in the area after the completion of the Ieraeli withdrawal.

In political contacts held between the two countries, Israel has advised Egypt not to
conduct expert tours of the Yamit area until afrer the problems with the local settlers
and mezbers of the movement to stop the Sinai withdrawal have been solved, The Egyptians
accepted this pesition.

The talks between delegations from both countries on border demarcation near Flat and Rafgh
will begin next Sunday in Tel Aviv. The Egyptians continue to imsist that the border
around Elat be set according to the British-Turkish agreement of 1906.

Israel intends to repeat its request that Epypt agree to move the berder by about 1 km
in order to leave Rafi welson's vacation village and the new hotel that is being built
there in Israeli territory.

The problem of marking the border in Rafah will also be discussed in the talks. This
might have far-reaching implications for the city's inhabitants, some of whom will
probably remain under Israeli sovereignty, others under Egyptian rule.

JERICHO MAYOR SUPPORTS PLO-TSPRAEL DIALOGUE

JN271630 Jerusalem in Arabic to the Arab World 1530 GMT 27 Jan B2

[Text] Jeriche Mayor Jamil Sabri Khalaf has told our radio correspondent that he

supports the staterent recently made by [Bethlehem Mayor] Tlyas Fray) on the necessity

for a Palestinian Arab dialogue with Israel in order to achieve a just solution to the
Palestine gquestion. He said: It is now definite that war will not solve the Palestinian
problem. Israel is an established state which is recognized internationally and is a
member of the United ¥ations. Fhalaf added: It is also time Israel recognized the rights
of the Palestinian people. All the people of the region support the achievement of peace
in the Middle Eact.
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* cHAMIR ON "NORMALTZATION' OF BORDER WITH SYRTA

PM261523 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 23 Jan 82 p 2

[Custaf von Platen interview with Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir: "Syria Wants
To Conquer Us Militarily"; date and place not given]

[Text] “Foreign Minister Shamir looked bored; he seemed to be fighting a yawn. I under-
gtood him. He knew that for the next half-hour he would have to answer the questions of .,
yet another journalist about the Golan Heights. How many times has he already done this?

[Question] Why did Israel annex the area now? What was the reason -- the real reason?
How do you see the consequences? What advantages did Israel win -- and how much do these
outwelgh the disadvantages: the Arab states' increased aggressiveness, the West's growing
enmity and Washington's cbvious irritatien?

What are the answers to these guestions, Mr Foreign Minister? It has been saild that Israel
grasped the opportunity to annex the Golan area while the eyes of the world were fixed on
the Polish drama. Ies this correct?

Yitzhak Shamir replied with a certain amount of indignatiom: "It has nothing to do with
the situation in Poland. Absolutely nothing!"

[Question] It has alsc been said that the annexation decision was made because of an
unusually rancorous, aggressive speech made by the Syrian president a few days earlier.
Is this correct?

[Answer] As everyone knows we have tried several times to begin negotiations with Syria.
But Damascus has always refused and President al-Asad's latest declaratiom, which was
very extreme, showed that Syria is adhering to its refusal.

__ [Question] It has alse been claimed that Israel wanted to demonstrate its position,
because it had had alarming reports of a hardening attitude in Washingtenm. '

[Answer] Official U.S. policy has never aimed at driving us back to the 1967 borders.

But some statements from sources in Washington worried us, Inecluding a number of statements
which hinted that Washington took a positive view of the Saudi Arabian peace plan which
bears the name of Prince Fahd. And of course, we have not forgotten the so-called Rogers
plan from President Nixen's term, so there is every reason to believe that such tendencies
exist in the United States. [answer ends]

[ The interviewer has gotten the fish to bite, at least temporarily.

. "But," the foreign minister continued behind half-closed eyelids, "the real reason for
the government decision on the Golan Heights was as follows: long ago we decided we would
not withdraw from the area and we would sooner or later have to normalize the situation
there.

“eince we will shortly be facing a situation in which all of our borders will be normalized,
we decided to do the same with our border with Syria."

"It is true the border with Egypt will be "normalized" in accordance with the terms of the
Camp David agreement. Israel will retreat to its pre-1967 borders and relinguish the vhole

of the Sinai area to its former archenemy. Shamir's statement should therefore be inter-
preted as meaning that the government -— in part to silence the domestic oppnsition to the
return of Sinai and in part to avoid possible future attempts by the United States to exert
pressure over the Gelan Heights - decided to take action.
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A REPORT ON THE TABA [91)?HD§E§@

AND OTHER

DISPUTED POINTS ALONG THE BORDERS

Firsti?: Introduc

tion

L

1- Definition 0f Boundaries in the Egyptian Israeli

Peace Treat

Y.

Article II of the Peace Treaty states that:

"The permanent boundary between Egypt and Israel . is

recognized interna
mandated Territory
Annex II, without

the Gaza Stripe,

tional boundary be

tween Egypt and former

of Palestine, as shown on the map at

Prejudice to the issue "of the status of

The Parties recogn

ize this houndary as

inviolable., Each will respect the territorial integrity

of the other, including their territorial waters and aiy

Space™,

It is thercby concluded from that definition, that

the boundaries bet

ween Egypt and Isr

ael are the Internntianal

Boundaries as defined in 1908 betwecen Egypt and Mandated

Palestine.

fundamental, whether they be in the 1906 report on the

demarkation ol the

boundaries or in what exists on site

Such as demargatiop signs - also in the bdok "Modern and

Ancient History of

Sinai" by Naoum Bey Shokair who was the

-Kif'
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Secretary of the Committee that marked the Egyptian -
boundaries, as well as the English or Arabic Topographic
maps produced since 1907 till the present time,

2- Method of marking the boundaries in 1906

The boundary lines were marked by 91 stone pillars
in the form of incomplete pyramids, the bottom base of which
was 1 X 1 m, the height varied between 2 X 2.5 ﬁ, and the
upper base was 0.3 X 0.3 m, an iron flange was stuck into
the top of the pyramid (Naoum Shokair's book page 614 to
616) appendix 2. While marking the boundaries on sites
some pyramids were found in the same gaad shape they were
when first built, others were ruined, but still showed
signs of their original shape.

3- Preparations for remarking the boundary lines

a) During the meetings of the Military Committee

in Tel Aviv (12-16 April 1981), the Egyptian
side requesied the Israeli side to carry out an
aerial survey of the boundary line. The Israelis
promised to do so. During the Committee's
meetings in Cairo (27-28 May 1981), the Israeli
side failed to submit what they had promised,
but gave the Egyptian side an album containing

- the results of the reconnaissance of thirty one

(31) boundary pillars only. After that they

of v us
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submitted two other albums. The total ‘number
of boundary points in the three albums that
contained individual aerial photos was seventy
eight (78); out of a grand total of ninety one
(91) points,
b) During the subsequent meetings, the Israeli
GB _ side-requEEted that the border signs that were
found (which were reconnoitered by the Israeli

side alone) be taken as a basis for remarking

the line. The Egyptian side stated their re- .
Servations to that, and said they would approve
those signs after an aerial survey by the
Egyptian side.

¢) That principle was respected and abided with
during the joint field work covering all old

O border points that were found in good shape as

well as for those whose traces were found.

Neither the Egyptian, nor the Israeli sides

objected to any of the old marks.

Secondly: The beginning of the TABA problem (point 81)

1- During the joint Egyptian and Israeli field work
(1-3 December 1981), points 82 out of47 were found,

a It was the Israeli side that guided us to them.

'I.;l'lrl
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Those five points were the old demarcation points
built in 1906 in complete pyramids with their 5
iron flunges). 1In addition points 88, 89, 90 were
identified too, Again, it was the Israeli side

who guided us to them. During the field work a
verbal agreement was reached by the two sides as

to the accuf;cy of the location of those eight (8)
points,

Later however, during the joint military committee

at Elat on 14/1/82, the Israeli side withdrew tlmir.
approval.

After covering point (90), the Israeli side led us

in a direction different to that leading to point
(91), according to the Egyptian information. When
that was explained to the Israeli side, it became
evident that they thought that point (91) was lo-
cated near dom palm trees. Due to the stubborness

of the Israeli side we went to the location of the

dom palm trees; then to the location of point (91)
according to the Egyptian sides information. Tt
was on the eastern .ridges . of Wadi Taba.

Finding traces of point (91)

The Egyptian side guided the IsSraeli side to the

location of point (91) where traces of the old sign

‘ ¥ -
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were found, and which the Egyptian side thought had
been removed recently. In addition, the flunge of
the incomplete pyramid was found beside the ruins
and traces of the sign.

4- Instant reaction of the Israeli side,

After discovering the old sign number (91} the
C) . Israell side could do nothing. They said that

-~ nature doesn't bie and that those were truly the '.

remminants traces of the old border line. ‘However,
they stated their reservations tha; that sign may
not be the last one, and said they would check that
point. It should be noted that this sign is not
more than 100 meters from the gult shore and is the
last point on the eastern ridges overlooking Wadi

Taba and the Aquaba Gulf.

:) 5= The Israeli side disputes the accuracy of point (91)

and has built g2 large 15 storeg Tourist Hotel about .
650 meters inside the Egyptian borders.

Thirdly: The Israeli point of view and their Justifications

It became evident that the Israeli side was willing
to accept any international border line lying west of the
Hotel - in other words they want the Hotel to be inside

2

the Israeli borders

wlaiess
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The Israeli side based their position on the

following:

1-

o ——————

The remminants of sign number (91) that were dis-
covered, were truly a border sign, but had been
erected there erronously by a Palestinian Contractor
in 1922, 1In an attempt to Justify their ﬁnsition
regarding pdnt (91) they renaged on their agreement
regarding some of the marks that had been previously

agreed upon during the field work. That was con-

cerning boundary pillars that were_fnund in good
shape (with the incomplete pyramid and the steel
flunge). Those marks were numbered 84, B5, 86 and
87.
The Israeli side alleges that the border line ends
at the Dom palm, at the western end of Wadi Taba
where ruins of an old building exists. The Israeli
side alleges that it used to be an old Egyptian

Police building. The Israelisalso, point to some

steel angles fixed in the ground as being an old

telegraphicline that need to be located along side
the border line. It should be noted however, that
it had never been mentioned in any reference, that
the border line passed through thé Dom palms. All

that was mentioned about the Dom palms was that the

o
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1906 Egyptian Turkish border line Committee had
camped near the Dom palms and that the palms
were unique in the Sinai penninsula., As to the
ruins of the' old building, there is no proof it
used to be an old Police building, or that a
police office ever marked thé border lihe. Also,
C3 the steel angles in the ground have nothing to
do with the border 1line, and, as shown on the maps,
there never was a telegraphic line over there. .
3- 1In addition, the Israeli side aileges that the
eastern boundaries on the eastern ‘ridges _ of
Wadi Taba are the rock at the mouth of Wadi Taba,
west of the Hotel; while the eastern boundaries
of Wadi Taba are the highlands where point (91)
was discovered.
D) 4- The Israeli side tried to Justify their objections

as to the accuracy of the location of point (21)

by pointing out that signs 91 and 90 cannot be
seen from one location to the other. That ob-
Jjection is not valid; for other points such as
(5-6), (35-36), (76-77) cannot be seen from each
other either, and the Israeli side never raised

- that objection regarding them. 'In addition, the

il o n
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1906 report describes the border lines in that

area as beginning at the point at Ras Taba.

(point 91 as found by its on-site traces and ruins)
on the Western shore of the Gulf of Aquaba and
continues through the extension of the eastern
highlands overlooking Wadi Taba. However, that does
not necessitate the condition that points 91 and 90
must be mutually visible from each other.

Fourthly: The Egyptian Side's point of view regarding

the Taba problem and justifications. -

The location of the last border sign (No.91) is at
the eastern highlands overlooking Wadi Taba. This point
exists at the end of the highlands at the western shore of
the Gulf of Aquaba, a hundred meters from the Gulf waters.
What proves and ensures the soundness of the position of
the Egyptian side are the following:

1- The boundary pillar (91) was located by using sound

technical surveying practices, and can be summarized

as follows, taking into consideration that that was

the first time the Egyptian surveying team had been

in that area.

a) Boundary pillar (91) is also an Egyptian
triungulufion point No.L190 and has an old

descripticn card (copy enclosed-appendix 4)

lfi-i
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showing that it was a border sign post erected
by Dr. Ball, an English ma;. It has its
coordinutes X,y and z on the (black) Palestinian
as well as the Egyptian guides, that was made,
registered and calculated well before the
appearance of Israel. ‘
p b) The sign post (91) was registered on the aerial
Q? . photos using office aerial surveying equipment,
before any field work was done.
€) During the field work, at 1260 hours thursday
3/12/81, with the aid of aerial photos, the
location of sign point (91) was reached, straight
away. It coincided precisely with the location
shown on the topographic map and with one of
the co-ordinates of the point of triangulation,
~d) At the location of sign point (91) were found
:3 remminants of the old pyramid, in the form of
old rocks with the digit (9) on them, Digit
(1) was not clear. The types of these.recks
were similar to other well preserved boundary
pillar, located at some other points on the
borders since 1906, also, the steel flunge
was found laying on one of the nearly slopes:
all of which proves the soundness and precision
of the surveying work, both in the office and
in the field, (Enclosed are (3) photos describing

that - Appendix &
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The location of sign point (91) coincides with what

was
3.

a)

b)

mentioned about it in the 1906 Report - Appendix
It reads:

It was mentioned in the first item page 3 that
the Separating administrative line, as shown on
the map attached to this agreement, starts at

the point located at Ras Taba on the Western
shore of the Gulf of Aquaba and continues along
the eastern highlands overlooking Wadi Taba to .
the peak of Fort. =

On page 53 it was mentioned in:

"At noon these was nothing for us to do other
than place the signs on the eastern fringes of
Wadi Taba",

"At sunset we placed the last sign on Ras Taba,
then sailed on the S/S Nour El Bahr that was
writing for us in the Gulf",

Also on page 65, a description of the points on .
the eastern highlands of Wadi Taba was as follows:
"We entered Wadi Taba and placed a sign in its
eastern highlands at a point where one could see
mountain Fort. After that we Placed two other
signs on the eastern highlands of Wadi Taba and

a sign at the point where the highlands reach the

Gulf that concluded our work.

o
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c) Also, it was mentioned on page 56:
"The remaining signs were built at suitable points
on the eastern highlands of Wadi Taba as well as
at a point where the highlands reach the Gulf of
Aquaba",
The border line, as defined, on-site, from the
Egyptian point of view lies east of Wadi Taba and
coincides precisely with the coordinates of the

Triangulation point L1950, That point is at the same '

time the boundary pillar (91) on the Egyptian and

Palestinian sides and is in precise dgreement with

all following maps and sketches:

a) The sketch attached to the 1906 Report - Appendix
6 showing the boundary line Passing through the
eastern highlands of Wadi Taba.

b) A 1:100,000 map (figure 3) appendix 7,

That map was printed by the several surveying

Department of Egypt in 1911 and shows that the .
border lines pass through the eastern highlands
of Wadi Taba and is 1n agreement with the
description in the 1906 Report.
c) A 1:125,000 English map - Appendix 8.
The maps were field surveyed during 1912 ang 1913
by the British war office and the Egyptian surveying

Department, and were drawn aand printed at the

s o
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d)

e)

f)

- Y

British War office in 1915, They cleariy show that
border lines pass through the eastern ‘ridges

of Wadi Taba in such a way as to make Wadi Taba

in its entirely within the Egyptian borders.

The maps also refer to sign point (91) as being

a boundary pillar B.Pp.

1:100,000 attached maps (appendix 9)

These maps were Jointly produced by England and
Egypt. They were printed in 1938 and they

through the eastern - ¥idges- of Wadi Taba. Also,

clearly show that the boundary line passes

the map shown that the location of the sign (91)
is a Pillar.

The American maps (scale 1:250,000) attached to
the peace agreement - Appendix 10.

Although those maps were drawn to a small scale,
they show that the boundary line passes through

the eastern . ridgeg - of Wadi Taba. It should

be noted also that the words "Ras Taba" were
written at the end of the boundary 1line.

1:100,000 American maps attached to the Peace

Agreement - Appendix 11,

They indicate, too, that that the boundary line
passes through the eastern tidges . of Wadi
Taba." Also, the words Boundary Pillar as shown

along side the location of sign (91).

sl
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1:250,000 English map of Wadi Taba (Appendix

12).
That is an English map drawn in 1907 by the
British Survey Department at South Hapelton,
Writteniun its marpin is a statement to the
effect that the topographic features of the
boundary line area were taken from the work
done by the boundary committee in 1906, 1t

also clearly shows that the boundary line passes

through the eastern ridges of Wadi Taba,

and that Wadi Tabga lies totally within the
Egyptian borders.

The Israeli side did hot acknowledge that

the border lines shown on all the afore-
mentioned different types of maps were correct,
although they were all identical. That was in
spite of the fact that they came from different
sources. It should be noted that those maps &
also led to finding some old ruined boundary
pillars which the Israeli side, in their
reconnaissance report on the boundary lines,

had stated they didn't exist. Also those maps

led to confirming the precision of the location

©f all beundary pillars réconnoitered by the

Israeli side and mentioned in their report.
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b) The Israeli side neknewledges the werding

to be Argumentative regarding the definition
of the topographic features as stated in the

aforementioneq 1906 report. : |

9. Deviation of the heunderg line at Tap, (attached
L E
sketee — appendix 13). |

During the 1/2/82 meeting of the Jjoint military

Committee gt El-Arish, the Israeli sjde acknowledged

the Accuracy of boints B89 ang 90. That bPortion
of the beunderyline between peiets 90 and 91 in P
the Taba area deviates by 1590 30' from the true
" north as shown on a13 maps. That deviation jg in -
dgreement with the leeetien of point (91) whien was r
discovered in the field. 1If we look at tphe Israeli :
point of viey we find that of tle heundery line {

Passed through the Dom palms the deviation would

be 184° 3¢+ differing by 25° from the maps,

On the othep hand, if the boundary line Passed through
the rock of the west of the Hotel, the deviation

would be 176°, , difference of 16° 30" from the

maps, Therefore, it becomes clear the Israelij
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The book "Ancient and Modern History and Geograpgz

of Sinai" by Naoum Bey Shokair in 1916.

The author, Naoum Bey Shokair was appointed the .
Secretary of the Egyptian Committee delegated

to define the éastern borders of Sinai's in con-
Junction with the Ottoman Committee, oﬁ.EEXSXIBUE.
That book contained some paragraphs regarding Wadi

Taba (attached are copies of the related pages) -

appendix 14, and was as follows:

a) It was mentioned on page 605 that:
"eoe..We started discussing the principle of

the demargation lines when Rouchdy Pasha, as

well as both delegates of the Turkish Committee

stated that the Ottoman Empire had eévacuated

Taba and left it to Egypt as a gesture to save

the honor of Egypt and Britain. They said that

in exchange, they hoped the Egyptian Committee

would concur that the straight line, mentioned .

in the letter of the Subline Port would begin

from the point protruding from the mountain on

the shore of the Gulf and overlooking Wadi Taba

from the east. It then passes over the peaks

of the Negev hills that averlo?k the Aquaba

till El-Mafrik,

o A
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of Towaiba, It is eight milesg from the Fort
Of Aquaba by land and six miles by sea, 1p

1906, the Wadi causeq a dispute between

remained within the Egyptian Tﬂrritory. The

demarcation line was taken to be 4 small hila

evacuating g1 Aquaba ip 1892; the Other wag

built by Rouchdy Pasha the Commander of El

> P
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From pages 60 through 63 it ig evident that:

The Wadis that discharge into the Gulf of

Aquaba starting from the south at Sharm E1-
Sheikh ﬁtart with wndi.Adwi and end at Wadi

Taba which is the last Wadi on the Western
reaches of the Gulf of Agquaba belonéing to Egypt.
After that comesthe Wadis that discharge into

the Gulf of Aquaba and belong to the Ottoman

Empire.
The first one is Wadi El-Masri then Wadi A1l

Maharrat, then the Wadi El Araba El-Azeem,




A contour-map (scale 1 * 100,000) of the area of Taba
Showing the place of Point "90" ang the place of point 67 R
as they were found on the spot and alsp showing the Place of the
two points "gn and "b" which were proposed by the Israe]y side,
and from this, the following becomes clear:
l- The 1line 90-91 is Situated on the eastern ridge of Wadi Taba
according to the description in the Téport of 1906 and the map
a2ppended to the report and the deviation of the line to the north
is by 159° 30" "azimuth",

~2=,The line "gg-p" does not totally pass over the eastern ridge

of Wadi Taba, but Pa&sses 1in part of it by the middle of Wadi .
Taba itselr which is quite the contraryaof the description mentione:
by the Teéport of 1906. The deviation of the line "gg.p" to the
north reaches 1?63 Thus there 15 1 difference of lGDBdﬁhetween

the deviation of the 1line "90-b" and the deviation of the line
90-91: This difference is so big that it can be noticed cnufﬁpcgra—
phic maps of Small scale, The distance between the Point "gi" and
the Point "p" ig 730 meters and it 1s unreasonable to expect a
mistake in maps that goes tgo Such an extent,

3- Part of the line "90-g" jg¢ situated on the western ridge of ®

on page 3,
°
The deviation Of the line to the north totals 184 30. Thus

the difference between the deviation of the two lines "90-91" ang

¥ " a
90-a from the north is 25 which is bigger than the previous
diﬁferen:e, and the distance between the point "g1" apg4 the point

"a" is 1030 meters,




4- From this we can sum up the following:

I

Both of the two lines "90-a" ang "90-b" do not agree with
the description included in the report of 1906 and the
deviation of both lines from the north does not agree with
the deviation of the boundary line either according to the
various maps or according to nature or the map appended to

the agreement of 1906.

The line "90-91" always passes over the eastern ridge of

Wadi Taba and by this it fully agrees with the descripticn .
mentioned in the report of 1906 on page 3.

The deviation of the 1ine"90-91" agrees with all sorts of maps
of different sources whether they are American,or Britisn,

or old, or modern Egyptian maps,
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SECTION A; The Treaty of Peace Between Egypt and Israel 1979

1, The fixing of the boundary between Israel and Egypt is a question of

trealy interpretation. The treaty in point is the Treaty of Peace Between Egypt

and Israel of 1979,

2, The relevant Article for our purposes is Article II. This reads as follows:

"The permanent boundary between Egypt and Israel is the recognized
boundary between Egypt and the former mandated territory of Palestine,
as shown on the map at Annex II, without prejudice to the status of the
Gaza Strip. The Parties recognize this boundary as inviolable. Each
will respect the territorial integrity of the other, including their

territorial walers and airspace,"

3. In addition, Article I(2) talks of '"... the international boundary between
Egypt and mandated Palestine...", and there are references elsewhere in the
Treaty to the "international boundary", see e.g. Annex I, Article 1 (3) (b),

Annex I, Article 2 (1) (c) (5) (a), Annex I, Article 2(2), Annex I, Article 5 (7),
Appendix to Annex 1, Article 4 (3) (d) (this describes the function inter alia of
the Joint Commission to ", .. organize the demarcation of the international

boundary. ..".

4, Article II of the Treaty, then, defines the boundary as "... the recogn[zea

international boundary between Egypt and the former mandated territory of
Palestine, as shown on the map at Annex II,,.". In short, the Parties to the

Peace Treaty have agreed (hat the boundary between them is to be the recognized

mandatory boundary.

b. There are two important preliminary points, firstly the reference to the

map and secondly the meaning of the word "recognized".
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6.  The Map
Heading: Source: Content: Comment,

6.1 Heading: The map bears two titles. On the top "Annex II - International

Boundary", and at the bottom, in smaller script "'Sinai-South Sheet" followed

by the numbers 504110 3 - 79 (the number 3 - 79 being presumably the date

of printing).

6.2 At the side of the heading "Sinai - South Sheet'", the map ecarries a

disclaimer: '"Names and boundary representation are not necessarily author-

itative". This disclaimer seems to be in standard form.

6.3 Source: The map is a 3rd Party Map, That is to say, it is supplied

not by one of the High Contracting Parties but by another State, In this case .

the U, S.

6.4 The map was not checked over by both sides prior to signature. There

exists no map in the travaux préparatoires.

6.5 There 1s, on the face of it, no evidence that the boundary as it appears

on the map is the result of a special study on the part of the U, S. On the

contrary, the remaining existence of the left~hand title, ""Sinai - South Sheet'", and

of the apparently standard type of disclaimer go towards showing that the

boundary line was not the result of specific work by the U, 8. .

6.6 Content: The map has been signed by the Parties.

6.7 It is not in favour of the Israeli view of the boundary at Ras Taba.

6.8 The boundary line at Taba reaches almost but not completely to the coast.

6.9 The map shows the name "Ras Taba" but it is not clear on the map to

where exactly this name applies. This name could bona fide be read as applying

to the populated place marked by a circle on the Wadi slightly to the south of the

buf'der as shown. Alternatively, the name could be intended to be the name of

the promontory on the coast where the coast turns west or where the Wadi reaches

o 1y A
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the shore. Indeed, the name could be intended to refer to both the populated

place and the coastal promontory, although these are not shown at exactly

the same spol.

6. 10 Comment: It seems that the boundary was not exactly known in 1979,
The map is subject to possible conflicting interpretations (see 6.9

above).

| The map is on too small a scale to have been intended by the Parties

| to have been anything more than a guide.
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7.1 The Treaty as it relates to the Map

The conciusion that the map cannot have been intended by the Parties
as anything more than a guide is further evidenced by the terms of the Treaty.
7.2 The Treaty gives no exaet description of the boundary in words.

7.3 The phrase "as shown on ..." in Article II signifies that the map is

intended by the High Contracting Parties to be purely illustrative. Itlis

intended to llustrate the boundary as previously described in words. The
phrase does not reveal but rather negates any intention that the Parties intended
the map to prevail over the preceeding description of the boundary. Moreover,
there is no clause, such as is often inserted in such treaties, specifying whether

the map or the description is to prevail in the event of a dispute. In addition,

the description in words comes {irst.
7.4 Most significantly of all, the Parties have specified that the Joint
Commission is to be the body which has the actual specific task of demarcating
the boundary (see Appendix to Annex I, Article 4 (3) (d)).

It is validly arguable on the basis of this fact alone, that the Parties
knew the boundary needed to be worked on before it could be finally established.
This shows that no part of the Treaty neither the map nor the text was intended

as the definitive description of the boundary.

7.5 In concluslon, with regard to the map, we see that it was never intended

to be definitive.
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8.1 The second preliminary point is the meaning of the word "recognized".
B.2 In this context, Professor Brownlie writes:

"
.=

- recognition refers to the attitude of third States."

And further -

"... the strength of institutionalized and general recognition is obvious, "
(see Brownlie, 'Principles of Public International Law', 3rd ed. at p. 164).

8.3 Recognition by the States which are Involved in the dispute does not

bave the same weight. (At this point, we should notice that the Egyptian case
appears o rely on several instances of alleged Israeli recognition of the

boundary, see Section D, below).

B.4 There does not appear to be any recognition by third States of the .
boundary. (?) As is well-known, Turkey, by the Treaty of Lausanne, merely
renounced title to all territories south of her present borders, and the Mandate
itself does not deal with the point. The Egyptians claim, in a newspaper article,
to have in their possession a Turkish letter accepting the boundary as it was
demarcated by Wade following the 1906 Agreement. Such a document would
only have significant value if it dated from the period up to 1917 when Turkey
had an actual interest in the boundary as a border State. We have no actual
evidence that such a document exists. It has not been published by the British,
although it would presumably have been in their interest to publish it if tﬁar
received it in the crucial period up to 1917 when the Turks still ruled.

8.5 Here then, the relevant recognition would be that by the League of
Nations. In that regard, the main evidence are the Annual Reports (1923-1939)
submitied by the British Government to the Council of the League of Nations in

accordance with Article 22 of the Covenant and examined by the Permanent

Mandates Commission.
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9.1 These two preliminary points lead, so far, to the conclusion that the
"international boundary" is not described with sufficient preclsion in Article II
of the Peace Treaty so as to enable the boundary to be drawn in the event of
a dispute solely with regard to what Article Il says. Indeed, Article 1I was
not intended to be more than the governing rule to which the demarcators
must work.
9,2 It may further be possible to say, once all the evidence has been
collected and fully studied, that there never was in existence a "recognized

international boundary' as such,

10.1 In the absence of sufficient precision in the Treaty of Peace, we turn
now to the Agreement of 1906.

The 1906 Agreement Is not referred to in the Treaty of Peace as the
basis of the houndary.

There-may be other legally significant facts which could equally serve

as the basis for the mandatory boundary.

ey
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SECTION B: The Agreement of 1906

i1, The Language

11,1 The Authentic Text of the Agreement is only the Turkish version.

There is a record in Owen's report that the Turkish Commissioners refused

to agree to a text in any other language, including Arabic. (Probably for the
same reasons of sensibility which made them also insist on the term
Administrative Separating Line, i.e. to show that the delimitation was between
parts of the Turkish Empire, which might be one day re-united. The Turks

did not recognize the line, which they insisted be called merely an Administrative

Separating Line, as an international inter-State boundary.

11,2 The Turkish Commissioners did agree as Owen's Report relates, .
that an Arabic translation of the authentic Turkish text be signed by the
secrefaries of the delegations. This appears to have been a concession on the

part of the Turks to the susceptabilities of the Khedival Egyptians, It serves

as an unofficial translation, it was not signed or taken cognlzance of by the

official heads of the delegations, it is not referred to in the body of the

Agreement, The Arabic translation was clearly, then, not seen by the original
Contracting Parties as being a bind ing version of the Agreement.

11,3 It follows, in general international law, that the Turkish Text is the .
sole authoritative version of the agreement. For "the parties are free to

choose the language or languages in which the treaty is expressed” (McNair,

Law of Treaties, 1961, p.30). Here we are dealing with a case of a single
authentic text in one language, and not with a bilingual treaty for only one

text (Turkish) was signed,

11.4 An important fact must be noted about the English version which was

officially published by the British Government at the time in the series

pap———
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"British and Foreign State Papers', at 99 B. I, S. P, 482, This official source
makes no mention of the fact that the sole agreed authentic text is in Turkish,
nor does it say that the English version it publishes is one unilaterally

produced by one side to the Agreement. This fact itself strikes at the bona

fides of the English side.
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12,1 The Texts of the Agreement

We have a Turkish text from the memoirs of Rushdi Pasha, the Turkish
Commander at Agaba, i,e. "The Agaba Problem' published in Istanbul in 1910/1.
It seems to be the official Turkish text but we do not have this from an official
Turkish source. The same reservations apply to the Arabic version which
appears in Naum Shoeair's book (Lranslation in preparation). We also havé the
English version as published in B, F. 8. P, Much can be learnt from a comparison
of these versions.

12, 2 The Map of the Agreement

The English Map:

The Agreement is accompanied by a map. We have the English map .

Annexed to the Agreement in the form not of the original actually signed and
exchanged in Rafah on 1 October 1906 in accordance with Article III, but of [
what purports to be a later printed version of this original,

This map is not sufficiently precise so as to show when the ASL reaches

the coast. It is not on a large enough scale to show this, Most probably the

p——

state of the art of map-making in 1906 would have allowed a much more detailed
and precise map to be drawn. For some reason, this was not done or not
published by the English side. (If there is found to exist a difference between .
the scale and precision of the published English map and the actual original map
signed and exchanged, this too would affect the bona fides of the English side.)

12.3 There are several inconsistencies and discrepancies between the English

text and the English map annexed to the Agreement. However, on the face of it,

the ASL shown on this English map is not congenial to vur case.

12.4 The Turkish Map;

We also have, in Rushdi's book, an apparently contemporary Turkish
map show an ASL which is much more in our favour than the line that appears

in any other source.
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13, Text or Map Prevail ?
13.1 The basic agreement to establish a Demarcation Commission is to

be found in the "Exchange of Notes between the British and Turkish Govern-
ments relative to the maintenance of the status quo in the Sinai Peninsula
and the tracing of a line of demarcation between Turkey and Egypt -
Constantinople, May 14 and 15, 1906". This Exchange of Notes contains the
agreement of the Parties to it (Turkey and Britain, not Turkey and Egypt

are in the Agreement of October 1906) to the establishment of a Demarcation
Commlssion whose task is to be the drawing up of the demarcation line in
map form. The relevant part of the Exchange of Notes (at 99 B. F. 8. P. 394)
is as follows:

"His Majesty's Government have received with pleasure Your
Excellency's declaration that ... instructions have been sent to

the Ottoman Staff Officers now at Akaba to delimit and record on

a map, jointly with the officials to be appointed by His Highness
the Khadive, the line of demarecation..." (emphasis added).

13.2 The boundary is delimited by a text i.e. a description in words - in
Article I. The Administration Separating Line (ASL), established by Article I,
was indicated on duplicate maps which were signed and exchanged at the time

of the Agreement according to Article 1. Article III then provides for the

erection of coundary pillars along the ASL "in the presence of the Joint
Commission',

13.3 As we shall see, the point on the coast at Ras Taba where the ASL
reaches the shore is not described with sufficient precision by the words of
Article I of the Agreement, The point is described in Article I in words

and by reference to the map. It was not meant to be precisely located without

reference to the map and cannot in fact be located precisely on the basis of

the text alone - the text alone is ambiguous.
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13.4 The key article is Artiele 5. This reads in the English version as
follows: f

"Should it be necessary in future to renew these pillars, or to increase
them, each Party shall send a Representative for this purpose. Fhe
positions of these pillars shall be determined by the course of thd:
Beparating Line as laid down in the map." -

The Turkish text is not significantly differant.
13.5 That is to say chat this trealy determines that the ASL as laid down in
the map is to be the determining factor if it is ever found necessary to rénéw
or increase the pillars. Articke 5 does not exactly say that the map is also to
prevall in the case of a disputejas to the course of the boundary, but this would
nonetheless seem to be its sense. For the words "renew or increase" would
seem to cover boundary disputes which arise from the position of the pillars or
from the ahsence of pillars whith have been lost. 1 hoen |
13.6 In general then, the mhp prevails in the events of a diserepandy between

the text (Article I) and the map:! Moreover, this refers to the Turkish map.

e T T e
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14,1

14,2

14.3

follows:

i Tk -

An Examination of the Relevant Articles of Lthe Agreement

Article 1 of the Turkish text reads in translation as follows:

"There is a separating line on the eastern side of Wadi Taba with its
beginning at "Ras Taba" which is situated on the western shore of the
Gulf of Akaba as can be seen on the map attached to this agreement

and Eg reaches to a hill /peak called "Jebel Fort" while passing
upon/crossing over hills/peaks overlooking onto/into this Wadi and from
this hill peak Eﬂ continues straight on as follows:"

Article I of the English varslon reads as follows:

"The Administrative Separating Line, as shown on the map attached to
this Agreement, begins at the point of Ras Taba, on the western shore
of the Gulf of Agaba, and follows along the eastern ridge overlooking
Wadi Taba to the top of Jebel Fort;"

Article I of the Arabic translation reads (provisionally in English) as .

"Ths administrative separating line as it is shown in the map attached
to this agreement begins from the point of Ras Taba which is situated on
the western coast of the Gulf of Agaba and it continues to the peak of
Jebel Fort as it passes upon/crosses over the tops of the eastern hills
of Taba which overlook Wadi Taba. Hereafter, from the peak of Jebel

Fort the line turns towards the following points"
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15, Consideration of Article I
15.1 This Article contains several ambiguities. It was, of course, never

intended to be read without the original map (in its Turkish version), Itis
questionable whether sufficient precision can be reached with the Article alone
to enable the line agreed on to be reconstructed. It may even be that the line
was never agreed on with sufficient precision originally on 1 Gctober 1906,
As will be seen, the materials in our hands which relate to Article I together
wl.t.h the interpretation of Article I itself do provide at least two alternative
conclusions for the position of the ASL.

(This is not the place to go into all the discrepancies between the
English and Turkish versions, but it will be useful to describe some of them.

It must be noted that the English version is by no means a literal translation

of the Turkish text. )
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15.2 The Line on the Eastern Side of Wadl Taba

The question is where about on the hills this line is. Does it follow
along the top of the hills or does it run along the Wadi side of the slope of
these hills at a height which must be ascertained.

15.2.1 The most unambiguous and least favourable version is in the Arabic
translation, There the line is on".., the top of the eastern hills of Taba
which overlook Wadi Taba..."

15.2.2 The English version is ambiguous, despite first impressions. It

reads "... and follows along the eastern ridge overlooking Wadi Taba..."
The word ridge can perhaps imply the top of the hills but it can also refer to

the body of the line of the hills as such and not be necessarily the tops of the

hills. More significantly, there exist contemporary British documents which use .

specific phrases to refer, if necessary, to tops of hills. See for example "crest

of the ridge of this hill" in Article 1, ss. 10 and 11 of the English text of the

1914 draft "Agreement respecting the Boundary between the British and German

territories in East Africa from Mount Sabinio to Lake Jipé; and see "top of a

high ridge", Article 14 of "Agreement concerning the Demarcation of the Anglo-

German Boundary between Nigeria and the Cameroons from Yola to the Cross

River', of 12 April 1913; both in Brownlie, "African Boundaries", at p. 933

and 561 respzctively. . .
Moreover to the extent that the word ridge might be taken to mean the

top of the hills, the English version is inconsistent, misleading (perhaps intention-

ally so, though we have no proof of this intention which would amount to a lack

of bona fides). The Turkish text uses the word Tepe 12 times. Nine times the

English version uses the word to refer to the top of a hill. Twice the translation

reads hill and once it reads ridge. This translation seems arbitrary and

inconsisiant,

-
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15.2.3 Thea Turkish Text

The Turkish text itself Is also ambiguous. The word "Tepe' contains
the possibility of both meanings. To our translators and experts it naturally
means hill; but the dictionaries have also got the usage top of hill and in
some dictionaries this is the first use given.

15.2,4 There are numerous contemporary examples of boundary lines at the
base or on the sides of hills. A relevant one is at the existing pillar marked
86 (itself the subject of dispute) in the present ASL. It seems fair therefore
to conclude that the line need not necessarily run along the top of the line of
hills but could run along the slope.

15.2.5 In addition, arguably, in actual geography, there are two lines of hills .

which could be referred to, at least from the area to the west {(up country) of
the main road where a line of foothills begins.
One, the lower line of hills closer to the Wadi bed ending at the hill

between the hotel and Nelson's Village. The second higher and more northe rly

ridge ending at the present Israell checkpoint.




- 18 -

s :.‘r =

15.3 The position of Ras Taba. The question is whether it refers to an

actual place on the shore-line or to the area in general.

15.3.1 All 3 versions agree that Ras Taba is on the shore. The Arabic

and English versions speak of it being a point on the shore. The Turkish

text does not refer to a point.

15.3.2 The British map does not bear the words Ras Taba at all. While

the map in Rushdi's book marks it as being on the shore.

(The map in Wade's report shows the legend Ras Taba at a place

up country near to Jebel Fort. )

Moreover, Ras in Arabic is used to mean either a coastal promontory

or the top of a hill. Here by reference to the Agreement, it refers to a coastal .

promontory, Thus, probably, Ras Taba, Is a place actually on the shore line.

In the terms of the English and Arabic versions (which do not here contradict

the Turkish text) a "point'" on the shore.

15.3.3 The next question is where on the coast is the Ras, The coast line turns

at two points. Firstly, by the present Israeli check-point and secondly, at the

hill between the hotel and Nelson. The second of these is the most likely point

to have been traditionally terms Ras because it is by far the more marked turn

in the coast. It forms more of a promontory.
the point where the Wadi flows into the sea.

It is the only prominent hill near .

15.3.4 Our conclusion 15 that Ras Taba s identifiable with the hill on the coast

between the hotel and Nelson's Village.

5
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15.4  Overlooking

All the versions agree that the ASL is on hills overlooking Wadi Taba.
Two ambiguities remain according to all the versions (in the present state
of translation. ).
15.4,1 Firstly, does the Agreement require overlooking over the Wadi (from
the hills on one side to those on the other) or into the Wadi (i.e. such that the
bed of the Wadi is visible. Clearly the latter option is more favourable to us.
For from the top of the higher more northerly line of hills it is impossible to
see into the bed of the Wadi because a direct view into the bed of the Wadi
is obscured by the bulge of the slope of the hills and by lower level (more

southerly) foothills close to the Wadi bed.

15.4.2 As we have seen (see 15. 2.5 ahove) there are two lines of hills. The
Interpretation overlooking into would support the reference to fha lower line

of hills closer to the Wadi bed. Rushdi's map supports this view.

15.4.3 The second ambiguity is whether the line at all points is to be over-
looking the Wadi or whether just the hills are to be overlooking whilst the ASL

is in a different place and it is not required to conform to the need to overlook.

If the ASL is to be overlooking throughout, then we could claim that the reference

is to overlooking Into. If the hills are to be overlooking then we would still

claim that the reference is to the lower foothills which overlook into the Wadi
bed, while the ASL itself could be fixed with reference to other criteria (the

chief of which being intervisibility).
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16. Artlele III - Intervisibility

l6.1 There is no significant difference between the Turkish text and the
English version, |
16.2 The Article requires intervisibility between the boundary pillars.
16.3 There exists no such intervisibility according to the Egyptian claim on
Taba, There is no intervisibility between pillars "91" and 90 as they are
presently situated.
16.4 According to the Israeli Department of Surveys, there are 8 areas of
Taba from which there is intervisibility. The most northe rly point of which
begins on the south side of the hill between the hotel and Nelson's Village.
16.5 The ASL appearing in Rushdl's map appears to start from somewhere
in the area of the hotel compound. It does appear to satisfy the requirement of .
Intervisibility. The English map is not detailed enough to be of use.
16.6 At p. 65 of Wade's Report, we read "Oct. 18... Descended (from Mufraq)
Into Wadi Taba and set up a beacon on its east cliff at a point from which the
beacon on Gebel " Fort" is visible. Then two more along the line of east cliffs
o Taba and one at the point where they strike the gulf, and the work was complete."
Note: (a) with reference to the argument in 15. 2 above, Wade does not say
he places the beacons on the top or erest of the "cliffs'.
(b) Wade is setting up temporary beacons. These are not the final @
boundary pillars. (We do not yet know when they were set up except for
the mention in Shocair. )
(c) Between the coast and Jebel Fort, he sets up four beacons.
(d) He only mentions the idea of intervisibility with regard to the
first one coming from Jebel Fort.
(e) Arguably, then, Wade did not act according to Article III of the

Agreement,




) .
(f) Questions of bona fides may arise.
(g) Inthls point, the general presumption in International Law of
stability, effectivensss and finality of boundaries may act to "cure" this defect.
(h) We know of no Turkish formal acceptance of the existing ASL as

marked on the ground by Wade or at any cther time (but see 8.4 above).

\
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17, Cugclusiﬂn to Section B. n.

17.1 By joining what we have sald above about the line of hills (15. 2), the
position of Ras Taba (15. 3) overlooking (15. 4) and Intervisibility (16), we arrive
at a viable argument for the ASL to run on the slope of the eastern hills turning
onto the line of foothills which end «t the hill batween the hotel and Nelson.

Thie hill we identify as Ras Taba. The line should be all the while over-

i - e e

looking into Wadi Taba and there must be intervisibility between the boundary
pillar next in line (90) and a pillar which would properly be set at Ras Taba.
The line on Rushdi's map supports a conclusion of this kind. It gives an

ASL appearing to end in the hotel compound.
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SECTION C: Practice after 1906 (until 1979)

(All of this Section still contains much uncertain material)

18,1 1916-1917 Shocair describes how In December 1906 and January-
February 1907 the temporary beacons marked cut by Wade were replaced by a
line of pillars. (?)

He describes the pillars in the positions they now are (?) The numbers
on the pillars do not date from this period. We cannot tell when these numbers
came from, but the conerete number plate would seem to date from a period
after 1906-7, There are differences in the sequence of the numbers actually
in place and that in the travaux préparatiores of the Agreement of 1906. Thus
Owen's Report has a pillar 84 bis which we do not have. (It could be our 85).

18.2  1917-1948 [

18.2.1 We simply do not know exactly when the border pillars may have been
renewed during the Mandatory period. This does seem to have occurred, because
some of the pillars may date from mandatory times. But if it was done then

It was done of course without any non-British supervision - and is therefore

open to question,

18.2,2 There exists a series of correspondence between the Survey of Egypt

and of Palestine in Mandate times (part of which we have). The question of the
border arose occasionally. The letters reveal some inconsistencies themselves .
before finally settling on the 1906 Agreement as the basis of the boundary.

18.2.3 The Egyptians themselves also revealed uncertainty in their official
publication, in connection with the settlement of thelr western boundary with Italy-

Libya in 1925 of a map which shows their eastern boundary not according to the

Agreement of 1906 but according to an earlier Firman. This map was hurriedly

withdrawn and is now rare.




Y

18.2,4 The British also reveal uncertainties. The official Naval Intelligence
World War Two Handbook for Palestine B, R. 514 was part of a country by
country series of secret research surveys. It refers to the border twice as
being at Bir Taba - L.e. at the extreme southern boundary of the Israell claim.
18.2.5 The fact that the Police and Customs entry post for Palestine was
at the Rallway Station at Qantara East (on the Suez Canal) and not at Rafah shows
that there was some special arrangement which might demonstrate uncertainty
as to full Egyptian sovereignty over Sinal.

_' As far as can be so far ascertained, the Railway itself in Sinai was
British Imperial property and so cannot be used to support a claim by either side.
18.2.6 The (presumably) Egyptian border post marked on maps [s situated not

right up on the alleged boundary but a little way south near Bir Taba. .
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SECTICN D: The Presumption in International Law of the Finality,

Stability and Effectiveness of Existing Boundaries .

19,1 Briefly, this presumption stands for the idea that inter-State boundaries,
however mistakenly or unfairly arrived at, should remain as they are . Behind
this is the idea in international law of trying to establish stability so as to
prevent frequent border confl icts around the world. It must be noted that this

is a strong presumption in international law and (s one of the major obstacles

to the Israeli case. The presumption would be used, for example, if there is

a discrepancy between a line agreed in a Treaty or Map and the line actually
marked on the ground.

19.2 This presumption is reflected in the principle of continuity termed in

P ———————

Latin America uti possidetis and incorporated in C. A. U, .

Cairo Resolution of 1964, which, with regard to post-colonial boundaries,

P—

states inter alia as follows:

"Considering further that the borders of African States, on the day
of their independence, constitute a tangible reality. .. Solemnly !
declares that all Member-States pledge themselves to respect

borders existing on their achievement of national independence. "
This mention, of course, is not law binding on Israel. But it is quoted

here to set our dispute in its post-colonial African context. The Egyptians

date their own independence from 1922, .

19.3 Although the law here is not neat and certain, it appears the presumpt- |
ion is not irrebuttable. It would not apply if the discrepancy were proved to

result from the bad faith of one of the States concerned, for example In the

form of corruption of officers demarcating the boundary. (Coercion of the State

by the use of force or an ultimatum does not have the same effect. )




o o ———— s i,

- 28 -

As In many other legal systems, good faith tends to be presumed.
Proven examples of bad faith are rare.
19.4 If we could prove any Instance of lack of good faith by the British
(see above 15.2.2 and 16.6 (f)), then British recognition of the line while
Britain was the mandatory would be of little use, because any original British
"tricks" would negate the effect of such recognition. Although one cannot
go too far with this as in Africa n general many former colonial administrative
borders have solidified into accepted international boundaries even though

the British ruled on both sides.

P——— g B e
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20, Acquiescence and Recognition of Title implied from Conduct

20.1 This principle is part of the general established rules in international

law, reflected In many cases, for the acquisition of title to territory. Itis

based on the same general aim of stability in inter-5State boundaries as the

presumption at 19 above and it has an essentially similar result.

20.2 In our case, the principle would apply, in the case of a discrepancy

which has existed for many years between a line agreed in a Treaty or Map

and a line actually marked on the ground so as to support the line marked

on the ground.

20.3 Logic and law would probably unite to make this principle truely

relevant to describa the legal effect of the passage of many years only or mainly

in well-administered areas. .

20.4 It appears from the evidence presently available that in our case we

are dealing with what was, in the crucial Mandatory period, when it was

controlled by the British on both sides, very much an area neglected by central

gl'nvﬂrnments in Cairo and Jerusalem and one about which they knew very

little, (see e.g. above at 18, 2. 2/3 /4).

21, In the event of either of the two points at 19 or 20 being resolved in our

favour, we might then be able to say that the line has never been demarecated

and should be done again afresh. - .
(This Section is based, inter alia, on Brownlie's already classie

Introduction in his "African Boundaries'", p. 18.).
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SECTION E: The Egyptian Case
22, This Section is based on two different strands, firstly what we would

expect the Egyptians to claim and secondly, with some caution, on what we
can learn from published Egyptian sources (newspapers and journals).

22,1 Egypt has a continuity of Governments and source malerials. Egypt
claims ("Cctober" 26 November 1982) to have recently received from Turkey
a copy of the original map of 1906.

23, Egypt does not yet refer straight to the Peace Treaty and say Israel
signed a map showing Taba as Egyptian, but in published sources goes at once

to and emphasizes the Agreement of 1906.

This Is a claim we would have to take

reticence. The possibility that the Peace Treaty map is bad for Egypt in anothar

seriously and it probably will still arise. We have no explanation for this

area has been checked but appears unfounded. It may be that the Egyptians,
emotionally, would be reluctant publicly to advance a reason which, however
strong, shows their claim to Taba to be recent and not part of ancestral Egypt.
24.  Maps

24.1 Egypt claims that all the "international" (sic) and other maps are

against Israel: By international they may be referring to U.N. maps or to

other 3rd Party maps. There are two preliminary points to be made about mapb.
24.2 Maps in international law are at the very least no better evidence than

any other source. They can have no greater reliability than the source on

which they are based. One map will often rely on previous maps, and repeat
mistakes therein blindly, or a map which may be the result of serious study

will have greater evidential weight. Thus the pro-forma disclaimer on maps

with regard to a particular fact recorded thereon could mean that no proper

study has been done with regard to that fact (compare the disclaimer on the

actual Peace Treaty map, at 6.2 and 6.5 above).

P ———
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24.3 The other point is that maps, just like any other governmental act
can go towards establishing the Acquiescence and Recognition of one side's
claim by the other dealt with above (at 20.). A disclaimer can also in effect
be saying that the map publisher does not have the required authority to issue
legally binding statements as to the fact at issue - the boundary.
24.4 Still in our case, we cannot avoid the uncomfortable fact that &Ilrnc-sl;
without exception all the maps we have so far seen from whatever source
show Taba as in Egyptian Sinal,
24.5 The Egyptians have claimed to have maps signed as part of the Rhodes
Armistice Agreement, 1949, showing Taba as Egyptian, Gfficially, it appears

there was no signed maps of this Agreement. (This is still being checked. )

24.6 But there are Israeli maps of post-1949 and British Palestinian maps
of the Mandalory period showing Taba as Egyptian. As well as nodoubt maps
from the Cfficial Geographers of other countries which show the same thing.
Despite the inherently suspicious way which international law has dealt with
maps in the past, (see 24. 2 above) the sheer number of the maps against us,
and their apparent similarity is a great cause for concern.

Moreover, where the maps are of Israeli, or more importantly in
our case, of British Palestinian Mandatory origin, then they wil go towards
establishing our Acquiescence in, and Recognition of, the Egyptian claim. .
25. The Egyptians validly ask - if Israel has a claim on Taba why did
she not make it in 1956 ? This, too, is a serious question. In anawér we could:

1) Point to the fact that they presently claim that pillar 52 is wrongly

positioned just as we claim that pillar 91 is wrongly positioned, and

ask why didn't they act earlier.
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2) Distinguish between the Armistice Line, stated to be non-binding as
to the final course of the border, and the international frontier. And
then say that in 1956 we were forced to retreat to the Armistice Line,
and were not able to relate to questions of ultimate true frontier
which would be a question suitable only for a final Peace Settlement
which the Egyptians refused to discuss in 1956.
26. Of course, the Egyptians also have an alternative reading of the 1906
Agreement. To the extent that our argument is based on ambiguities in the
texts these can, of course, be argued both ways. Although the point of lack of
intervisibility according to the Egyptian elaim (sea 16 above) remains strongly

in our favour.




=

SECTION F: Conclusions
27.1 The Israeli case has perhaps reached the stage where it is legally
respectable.
27.2 There are probably sufficient inconsistencies and ambiguities in the
straight Egyptian claim as would have enabled us - given goodwill on both sides
that is obviously absent here - to ask for a "re-delimitation" of the boundary.
27.3 The Egyptian case is still superior.
27.4 Note: In support of our claim that pillar 91 is not in the correct place,
we can cite the present Egyptian claim that pillar 52 is incorrectly positioned;
i.e. our claim is not simply far-fetched.

27.5 Note: According to the Egyptian claim at Taba, there is no inter-

visibility as required by Article III, 1906.
27.6 N.B. The Egyptian claim extends to the north of the 1949-1967 Armistice

Line. So we cannot give up our claim without a compromise settlement.

s (,/f’:f

David Kornbluth
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JERUSALEN. OCTOBER 31.

DEAR DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FORELIGH AFF#

._.
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ALI,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF OCTOBER 25, 1982 REGARDING
THE RENEWAL OF THE HECOTIATIONS ON THE DUTSTANDING
TECHNICAL UESTIONS COHNCERMWIHKMG THE INTERHWATIDHAL EOQUMDARY

HE ARE.AND ALHAYS HAVE BEEN,IN FAVOUR OF COHMTINUINE THE
DIALOGCUE BETHEEMN OUR COUNTRIES IN ALL MATTERS OF MUTUAL

' i
INTEREST.: INRCLUDING THE AFDREMENTIOHED HEGOATIATIOHS

iEL e L
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A5 REGARDS THESE HEGOTIATIDHS.THE FACTS THATY IT HAS THE
TURN OF THE EGYPTIAN DELECATION TOD PROPOSE THE DATE AND
THE PLACE OF THE HEXY MEETING (THE LAST MEETING HAVING
BEEHR HELD IN BEERSHEBAl, AMD THAT IT FAILED TO DD 50.SEENS
TO HAVE BEEW OVERLDDKED MOREDVER., OM SEVERAL OCCASIONMS
SINCE JUNE BILATERAL MEETINGS HERE REQUESTED THROUGH THE
LIAISON SYSTEM OH A HUMBER OF ISSUES.IHCLUDIMG.INKTER
ALIA.MATTERS PERTIMENT TO THE SUBJEECT OF YOUR LETTER.HE
SHALL OF COURSE BE PLEASED TOD RESUME THESE TALKS AT A
HUTUALLY COMUYEMIEHWT DATE TD BE AGREED UPOHN AND CDORDIHATED
THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANHKELS

IN THIS COMTEXRT, I SHOULD LIKE 7O MEHNTIDN THAT THE TALEKS 1H
HHICH OUR TWD COUNTRIES HAVE EWGAGED FOR OVER THO YEARS.BY
MEANS OF VARIOUS JOIWNT COMNMITTEES.DPEALINGC AMDHE OTHER
THINGS HITH QUESTIONS OF THE BOUNDARY DEMARCATIOH.HAVE HAD
OHE AIME-NAMELY.TOD REALISE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
TREATY OF PEACE AND TN ENHAMNCE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
BILATERAL RELATIDHS BETHEENW OUR THO COUBTERIES

REGRETABLY DOUR BILATERAL RELATIOMS HAVE RECEMTLY BEEN
REDUCED TOD A LOW €BB. HOT OMLY HAS THE DIALOGUE BEEM
HALTED FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES.BUT HWE HaAVE alLs0
HITHESSED SEVERAL WDRRISOME DEVELDPHENTS IN EGYPTIANW
ACTIDHS HHICH ARE AT UARIAMCE HWITH THE TREATY OF PERCE aND
OTHER AGREENMENTS BETHEENH OUR THD COUNTRIES THESE
DEVELOPMENRTS MHEED TD BE ADDRESSED

YOU UWILL RECALL THAT A HUNBER OF SCHEDULED VISITS AND
MEETIHES WERE UNILATERALLY SUSPEHDED BY THE EGYPTIAMN
SIDE.THESE INCLUDED A MEETING OF THE CONMITTEE OH TRADE
ARD COMMERCE,. HHICH. 1M ACCORDANCE HITH PARAGCRAPH IXLE) OF
THE PROTOCOL 0OF SEPTEMBER 24, 1981, WAS SCHEDULED TOD MEET
IN ISRAEL OH JUHE 14. 19B2; AND A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ?

X POSTAL SERVICES.HMHICH HAS TO MEET IN EGYPT ALSO 1IN
JUNE., IH ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 8 OF THE AGREED MIHUTES
OF MARCH 24, 13582. 1 SHALL REFRAIN FROM LISTIHG ALL THE
OTHER ACTIVITIES WHICH HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN OTHER AREAS. |
IHCLUDIRG TOURISH,CULTURAL AND YOUTH EXCHANGES.

IN CONSEQUENCE.PRESSING MATTERS REBUIRING OUR URGEHNT

ATTENTIDN HAVE NOT BEEWN DEALT WITH. THESE INCLUDE THE

DINUNITION OF OUR TRADE RELATIONS WHICH HAVE ALNOST BEEN
FROZEN.AND THE EXCLUSION OF ISRAEL FRON THE ACRICULTURAL

FAIR IN CAIRO IH OCTOBER.IMN THIS REGARD.I AM BOUND TO ADD

THAT WE VIEW WITH COHSIDERABLE GRAVITY THE COHTINUED




=
- lerm

SHEOAT e e crien m

ny

biv]

IWPN NPIMm-PIinn mvn &

BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL VESSELS BY 'MARTRANS', THE EGYPTIAN
HATIOHAL SHIPPIHNG COMPAMY,AHND THE FACT THAT THIS LONC-
OUTSTANDING MATTER MHAS MDT YET BEEM RESOLVED.DESPITE
REPEATED ASSURAHCES BY EGYPT THAT 1T WOULD BE CORRECTED.AS
RECORDED IM PARACRAPH 1IVLA) OF THE PROTOCOL OF SEPTEMBER
24, 1981, AMD PARAGRAPH C €2) DOF THE AGREED MINUTES OF OQUT
TALKS IN EGYPT ON FEBRUARY 25. 139812.

IN DORDER TO RESOLVE THESE PRESSING PROBLEMS.AHND - EQUALLY
INPORTAMT- 1IN DORDER TD REVIVE THE DPIALOGUE HHICH IS5 AN
INHERENT ELEMENT IH THE INPLEMENRTATION OF THE TREATY OF
PEACE.1 BELIEVE OUR COUNTRIES SHOULD ACT QUICKLY TO RESUNE
OUR TALKS ONH ALL THESE SUBJECTS, IHCLUDING THE MATTER
REFERRED TH IN YOUR LETTER OF OCTODBER 25

HE SHALL BE HAPPY TO AGREE HKRUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE DATES MWITH
¥YOU TO THIS END

YOURS SINCERELY.

YITZHAK SHAMIR
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