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HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Volume 126
No. 86

Oral Answers to Questions

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Gaza Strip

2, Mr. Madel: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs if he will consider taking a
joint diplomatic initiative with the Foreign Ministers of
Egypt and Israel to try and reduce tension in Gaza; and
if he will make a statement

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The Arab Israel conflict and the
situation in Gaza have figured prominently in our recent
discussions with Egyptian and Israeli leaders. We also
remain in close touch with other Governments concerned.
We are ready to play a full part in efforts 1o reduce tension
and to achieve a lasting settlement

Mr. Madel: As America 15 now preoccupied with the
presidential election campaign and as the position in Gaza
should not just drft along, does my nght hon. and learned
Friend agree that Egypt and Israel should meet at the
highest level to try to make the Camp David accords work
in relation to Gaza and, if successful. move on to
negotiations on the West Bank?
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Sir Geoffrey Howe; | am certain that the search for
progress in the peace process should not be set to one side
on the ground of elections of one kind or another
anywhere. We attach importance to the possibility of co-
operation with the Government of Egypt. | had long talks
with the President and Foreign Mimister during my visit
in the autumn. My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister
and my hon. and learned Friend the Minister of State had
useful discussions with the President and Foreign Minister
at the end of last month. The best basis on which to carry
the peace process forward remains on the footing of two
principles —the right of Israel and other states in the
area o a secure existence and the Palestinian right wo self-
determination. We think that the best way of carrying that
forward is by means of the international conference, which
is now supported by many people, including President
Mubarak.

Sir Russell Johnston: | agres with what the Secretary of
State has just said about the future in general, but does he
not agree that the situation in Gaza is immediate? Has he
given any thought to the proposal that Gaza might in some
way be administered by the United Nations in the short
term? [f so, has he discussed that with the Israelis or the
Egyptians?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: [ agree that what has understand-
ably intensified world concern about the Arab-Israel
dispute is the position not only in Gaza but elsewhere in
the occupied territories. There can be no doubt that Israel
should withdraw, as part of a comprehensive peace
settlement, from the territories occupied in 1967 ; and that,
meanwhile, she should administer the occupation of those
territories in compliance with international law  and
human rights standards.

Mr. Temple-Morris: Will my right hon. and learned
Friend stress in any initiative the enormous damage that
this is doing to the state of Israel, not least by increasing
awareness in the United States of the fact that [srael is an
occupying power in other people’s territory? Will he seek
to involve the United States in any initiative in which he
is able to assist?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: I very much appreciate the points
made b:.r my hon. Friend. We deplore violence from any
quarter in this situation, which is so fraught with conflict.
Wcl are sericusly concerned about the current unrest,
which has been particularly evident in Gaza. It illustrates
the dangers of leaving the conflict unresolved, the urgency
of the search for a peaceful settlement—and the urgency
ofthns.el objectives from Israel's point of view, too. As my
hon. Friend pointed out, the longer the situation continues
and the longer one finds Israeli occupation forces failj
to handle disturbances in a fashion compatible withl.
obligations, the sharper will be the attention that is
t'qcu?:d on the situation. We want Israel to be established
within secure boundaries as a state which is not itself
Ihuratmnd by violence. The people of Israel want to
achieve that, too. So, in their own interests, they need to
address themselves to the situation of which my hon.
Friend has complained.

~ Mr. Ernie Ross: Does the Foreign Secretary accept that,
in the meantime, there is a need for something to be done
to ensure that Israel complies with the Geneva conventions
that relate to an occupying power’s role in such a
situation? How did our representative vote when those
resolutions came before the United Nations?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The hon. Gentleman is right to
draw attention to the need for effective action, so far as
Ehnt is _possible, in relation to non-compliance with
international obligations in these territories. That is why
we supported United Nations resolutions numbers 6053,
607, and 608, and the most recent one, introduced
week, by voting in support of them. Indeed, we pla
prominent part in drafting this week’s resolution.
However, that is not all that needs to be done; it is a mark
of international concern. It is important also to do what
can be done to help conditions in the territories by aid and
atr:;:ss for trade. We have actively supported all those
things.
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Mr. John Marshall: Does my right hon. and learned
Friend agree that the conditions in the camps in Gaza are
no worse than those in the camps in the Lebanon and
Jordan? Does he also agree that it is high ume that the
Arab world, which encouraged the creation of those camps
40 years ago, used some of its oil-based wealth to solve the
problem that it encouraged in the first place?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: | understand why my hon. Friend
15 anxious to be sure that the other side of the matter is
represented and taken into account in the House. As [ said
in my original answer, it is important to recognise that we
should take account not only of the right of the
Palestinians to self-determination but the right of Israsl to
a secure existence within secure borders. It is right also to
accept that there has been some improvements since [sraeli
administration in some areas. However, the point does not
stop there, There is a stark contrast between the conditions
of those who live in refugee camps and, for example, the
Israeli settlers, who live in illegal occupation of the land
alongside them. The presence of Israel in such territories
is contrary to international law,. as resolution after
resolution of the United Mations have recognised. It is on

that basis that [ repeat the objectives that have been
common ground to all searches for peace. Above all, it is

in Israel's interest to hasten forward the process of looking
for a peaceful settlement along those lines.

Mr. Kaufman: Will the Foreign Secretary tell the House
what the Prime Minister meant by her statement
yesterday? She said that the Government favour
“an international conference 4% u [rumework conference
within which bilateral negotiations should take place betwesn
King Hussein of Jordan and lsrael * —|Qfficial Repor:, 2
February 1988; Vol, 126, ¢, 852

Although Jordan's participation is essential and
indispensable, is the nght hon. and learned Gentleman
aware that no conference can possibly succeed—nor will
any such conference be acceptable 1o other parties —
without the participation of Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, and,
above all. the Palestinians, whose plight and rights will be
the central core of any such conference? Therefore, will the
Foreign Secretary repudiate what the Pnime Mimister said?
If Britain is so unclear about her policy. overcoming the
obstructiveness of Mr. Shamir and of the United States
Government will be impossible.

(iaza Strip

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The nght hon. Gentleman should
not draw such dramatic conclusions from the point that
he has made. The United Kingdom, together with the
Twelve and most of the international community, have
come out firmly in favour of an international conference.
We believe that that is the right framework within which
negotiations can take place. The precise method of setting
that scene, of course, remains for discussion, but it is quite
plain that the Palestinians and several other people will
have to be participants in the discussion. | am quite certain
that the nght hon. Gentleman should not conclude that
that is a prescription for some narrower definition of the
conference that my right hon. Friend the Prime Minis
has vigorously and energetically supported in forum aft
forum around the world.

Mr. Cyril D. Townsend: My right hon. and learned
Friend mentioned settlements. Does he agree that the
Israeli Government have plans for further settlements and
that to build settlements in such densely populated areas
as Gaza is a great affront to Palestinian refugees” What
action will the Government take to try to prevent the
creation of further settlements at present?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: My hon. Friend is nght. If the
existing sertlements are an infringement of international
law, by the same token the extension of such settlements
is a still further infringement. More than that, they cannot
help to advance or consolidate the cause of peace. They
seek o entrench the occupation of illegally occupied
territory. They act as a challenge to violence in the
opposite direction, which itsell poses a threat to the state
and people of Israel. It is because of my passionate beliel
in the right of Israel and its people to exist as a state withj
secure borders that [ urge the people of Israel and th
leaders to recognise the need to turn from the path of the
entrenchment of illegality and to embark upon the process
of negotiation that is so important.
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1 Mr. Galloway: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commeonwealth Affairs what representations
he has made to the [sraeli Government about the
harassment of the Palesuman journalist Hana Siniora by
the [sraeli secunty forces, and if he will make a statement

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (Mr. David Mellor): Mr Siniora has not asked for
our intervention, and thus we have no reason to take up
his specific case, but we shall continue to follow it closely

Mr. Galloway: Although | am grateful for the wise and
courageous stance that Her Majesty’s Government are
taking on the issue and for many staterments on the subject
that have been made today and of late. does the Minister
agree that more than anything else. the lsraehs and
Palestinians now need less war. war. and more jaw. jaw’
Dialogue 15 impossible unless there s local leadership that
has the confidence of the political leadership — the
Palestine Liberation Orgamsation — and the local
populatuon. and 1s accceptable in the broader international
community, Dhalogue will be impossible i leaders are
systematically harassed, arrested. sometimes tortured and,
as increasingly of late, deported.

Wr. Mellor: | was glad, and | am sure that the hon
Gientleman was glad. that Mr. Siniora and his colleague
were able to go to the United States and talk directly to
Mr. Shultz. When [ was in the United States on Monday
and Tuesday. | was also glad to note that the United States

15 re-engaged in the peace process and that further action
may be anucipated from that quarter. Planly, as the h;
Gentleman says. this 1s a time for senous talking to dr

in the Palestiman people. Where that leaves the PLO 15 in
the hands of the PLO members themselves. They have the
opportunty to legtimate themselves il they are prepared
to accept uneguivocally resolutions 242 and 13 1o
renounce violence and accept Israel’s nght to exst [ they
were (o do that, they could be full parucipants in a process
in future. However, | am afraid thar the contrary 15 also
the case.

Mr. Soames : In the case of Hana Siniora and thousands
of other Palestinians, what explanaton can my hon. and
learned Frend offer to the House of the unspeakable
inhumaniues inflicted by the lsraeli Government on the
Palesimans” Does he agree that the [sraehs, of all peaple,
should really understand about the suffenng of minontes?

Mr, Mellor: | said my piece about conditions in the
occupied terntones when | was there [ believe that a re-
evaluation is necessary, because it was clear to me [rom my
recent visit to the United States that the shock waves of
what 13 happerung n the occupied termtones are
resounding around the civilised world. Some change in
tactics in the occupied terntories will have to come about
The status quo in the eyes of an increasing number of
sensible. mainstream pecple 1S not an option. Maintaiming
secunty in the territories at the point of a gun 15 not
realistic and has become an increasingly inhumane
process.
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6. Mr. Walters: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth AfTairs if in view of recent
events on the West Bank and in Gaza. he will indicate what
steps Her Majesty’'s Government propose in order 1o speed
up the middle east peace process

Mr. Mellor: We shall contnue 1o work for an
international conference under United Nations auspices as
the framework for negotiations between the partes
directly concerned,

Mr. Walters: My nght hon. and learned Friend and my
hon. and learned Friend have both nghtly condemned
Israeli repression on the West Bank and in Gaza. They
have also condemned Mr Rabin's repellent speech
advocating beatings, power and mught as the guidelines of
Israeli policy in the area. What next? Surely this must be
the time to put greater steam behind a peace imuative and
to make it clear that the Palesunians must be enutled to
choose their own representatives at any talks that follow.

Mr. Mellor: | agree with my hon. Frnend that it 1s
crucial that the concern be translated into effective action,
We believe that action should proceed in two ways. First,
immediate palliatuve action should consist, as the
Secretary-Greneral's report to the United Nauons
following Mr. Goulding's visit made clear. of enhancing
the work of the United Nations relief organisanon and
conunuing the pressure on the Isracli Government 1o
mitigate the aspects of occupation that cause the gravest
hardship. Those palliauves will not be enough. The second
strand has to be to work for a resumpuon of the peace
process. That should come from all who acknowledge that
the status quo cannot stand. That 1s why | welcome very
much, as my right hon. and learned Friend welcomes, the
resumption of interest in the United States in a peace
process. My hon. Friend will have seen that the Assstant
Secretary of State, Mr. Murphy, 15 to vimt the regon
following the wvisit carlier of the special Unuted States
emissary to Jordan. We obviously hope that that iutiauve
will bear fruit because clearly the United States has the
pnme influence on the [sraelis.
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Mr. Janper: Has the Minuster seen the admission made
this morning by Racal-Tacticom. and reported in the Daily
Telegraph, that it has been supplying goods to the PLO?
Dioes he agree with the Downing strest statement this week
that sections of the PLO have engaged in “appalling acts
of terrorism™ In those circumstances how can it be right
that no heence 1s required, apparently, for sending to the
PLO telecommunications equipment which presumably
will not be used to convey affecuonate greetings’

Mr. Mellor: | cannot add to the answer that the hon.
and learned Gentleman got to a similar question that he
addressed to my hon. Friend the LUinder-Secretary of State
for Trade and Industry, who answered the private notice
quesuon yesterday. The hon. and learned Gentleman
knows our position on the PLO. He knows that part of our
call for a sensible settiement in the middle east is that the
PLO should lemitimate itself in the ways that | have already
S€l Out In answer (O an eariier quesuon.

Sir lan Gilmoar: Will my hon. and learned Friend and
the Foreign Secretary bear in mind that if Europe does
nothing, the Amencan Administration invanably ends up
doing what the Israeli Government and the Zionist
pressure group tell it to do? Will he therefore assure the
House that the so-called peace process will not be left to
the American Government but that Europe will play its
proper part to bring it about?

Mr. Mellor: [ am grateful to my nght hon. Friend for
that queston. Plainly there is a role for others. That role
1s taken senously within Europe. Indeed, my nght hon.
and learned Friend will on Monday attend a meeung of
European Foreign Ministers who will be meetng King
Hussein, | dare say that European interests and the
European imuative will be made clear then,

Middie East

Mr. Winnick: As one who strenuously defended the
Israelis® position in 1967—1 believe that | was nght to
do so, unlike the nght hon. Member for Chesham and
Amersham (Sir I. Gilmour) — I am appalled and
horrified at the response of Israeli authorities in the
occupied territories, for which there can be absolutely no
Jusufication. Would it not be right for Israelis 1o recogruse
that the Palestinians also have a right to therr homeland?
In 40 years, they have not forgotien Palestine any more
than the Jewish people, dunng 2,000 years of exile and
persecution, forgot for one moment their Histo
homeland. nb

Mr. Mellor: That is a very brave statement, and |
commend the hon. Gentleman for it. Many of us, who
took one view in 1967, have perhaps come to look at
matters in a slightly different light today, It is plamnly
dangerous that the present situation should continue. The
scenes that we see nightly on our television screens are
damaging to the reputation of Isracl. Whatever might be
the problems of the past—there have been great faults
on the Arab side in relation to sustained aggression against
Israel—if the people of these territories are to have any
future, and if there is to be a sustained peace in the region,
it can come about only because neighbours learn to co-
eust rather than rely on the point of a gun to achieve
lasung secunity. That is why we must continue to assert
that middle east peace can be based only on all states in
the regon agreeing that each state has a rnght to exist
behund secure boundanes and that the Palestinians have
a nght to sell-determination. That is the only basis on
which a lasting peace will be achieved. .
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9 Mr. Cohen: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs what steps he has taken in the
United Nations to protest at the treatment of the United
Nations Under-Secretary General by the Israeli
Government dunng his visit 1o the pccuped termtones in
January, and if he will make a4 statement,

Mr. Mellor: None. Sir. This 1s a matter for the United
Mations Secretary General. We called on all parues Lo
facilitate Mr. Goulding’s visit which was mandated by
United Nations Secunty Council Resolution 60%

Mr, Coben: Was not the Under Secretary General of
the United Nations treated very badly by the Israeli
authonties dunng his visit to Israel and did not the army
g0 into the camps and disrupt them dunng his visit? Does
the Minister agree with Mr. Goulding, who said that the
Palestinians have every nght to be angry about the
conditions in which they are forced to live. and that a
political solution is needed” Will the Government work
towards that soluuon under the ausmces of the United

Mations and start that by opening up a dialogue with the
PLO?

Oral Answers to Questions
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

UN Under-Secretary General

Mr. Mellor: | certainly agree with that comment of Mr
Goulding's. and | was able to tell um that personally when
| saw him 1n New York on Fnday The key point about
Mr. Goulding's visit is 1o try to make progress on the
report that the Secretary General has issued following on
it. The report makes two points clear. First, there 13 a need
for immediate alleviation of the problems in Gaza by way
of the palliative measures set out n the report —
enhancing the reliefl organisation’'s work and mutigaung
the more oppressive aspects of the occupation Secondly,
as | have already said. there 15 a need to get the peace
process moving again.
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Mr. Lawrence: Would it not help our credibility with
Israel i1n these matters — and help to solve the
humanitanan problems in Gaza — if the Government
stopped sigming annuaily the United Natons resolution
that calls specifically upon the state of Israel not to rehouse
the refugees in Gaza in decent accommodation?

Mr. Mellor: My hon. and learned Friend. for whom |
have great respect. knows that it is not as simple as that.
He knows that we vole as we do because of the manner in
which it 1s sought to enforee rehousing—an element of
compulsion is involved — and because afterwards
adequate dwellings that are better than other dwellings in
which people who cannot afford to move out of the camps
live are then bulldozed down by the occupying forces.
Therefore, | am afraid | cannot help but regard the
argument sometimes used by the [srael authonities to
justify their position as rather flimsy

Mr. Faulds: In view of the Israeli Government's
arrogant disregard of international conventions and of the
appalling conduct of Israeh troops, would the hon.
Gentleman suggest to his nght hon. and learned Friend
—and my nght hon. and learned Friend —the Foreign
Secretary, that he should raise with his EEC colleagues the
need o consider the suspension. or indeed, abrogauon, of
EEC trade and financial agreements with Israel?

Mr. Mellor: As the hon. Gentleman knows, the issue is
0 be considered agan by the European Foreign Mimisters
al their meeting with King Hussein next week and we must
awaut the outcome of that.

On the European Community arrangements. it is
obviously desirable, so far as possible. to keep political
considerations out of purcly trading issues. The hon.
Gentleman will know that my nght hon. and learned
Friend took the lead in proposing that there should be
direct access to the European Community for goods from
the occupied termitories. because that s a practical way of
expressing our desire to see conditions in the occupied
terntones improve. [t will also be known that the
Commussion, while negouating the mandate for Israeli
access to the Common Market, required from the [sraeli
authonties some undertakings on the manner in which
they would carry out those access arrangemenits.
Therefore, although we have not gone anything like all the
way with the hon. Gentleman, I hope that he is sausfied
that there is an element of what he asks in what we are
doing.
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74, Mr. MecCartney: To ask the Secretary of State lor
Foreign and Commonwealth AfTairs if he will make it his
policy to instruct Her Majesty’s consulate in Jerusalem to
forward Her Majesty's Government's condolences Lo the
families of those shot dead by the Israel secunty services
dunng the recent disturbances in the occupied terntories,
and if he will make a statement

Mr. Mellor: Mo, We sympathise with all those —
Palestinians and lsraelis —who have suffered as a result
of the recent violence
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17. Mr. Ernie Ross: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what response he has
made to the statement made by the Palestine Liberanon
Organisation leader Yasser Arafat in January that the
Palestine Liberation Organisation would recogmise Israel
in exchange for lsraeli and United States’ agreement lo
participate in an international peace conference on the
middle east.

Mr. Mellor: None. The Palesune Liberanon
Organisation cannot expect to play a role at an
international peace conference until it unambiguously
renounces violence. accepts United Nations Security
Council resolutions 242 and 338, and acknowledges
Israel’s right to a secure existence.

PLO

51, Mr. McAvoy: To ask the Secretary of State t"

Forgign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will hold a
official meeung with the London representative of the
Palestine Liberation Organmisation to discuss the recent
development of Palestine Liberation Organisation policy
on the recognition of Israel; and if he will make a
statement

Yir. Mellor: No
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Occupied Territories (Deportation)

83 Mr. McKelvey: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what representations .
he proposes to make to the Israeli Government about the
breach of international law involved in the deportation of
Palestinians from the occupied terntones to the Lebanon

Mr. Mellor: We have already made representations (o
the Israelis bilaterally and together with our partners in the
Twelve. We voted for United Nations Security Counci
resclutions 607 and 608 which called on Israel to refrain
from deporting Palestinian civilians and to ensure the safe
return of those already deported
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Lord Stallard asked Her Majesty’s Government:
Whether any negotiations are in progress with
other countries about the introduction of a

reciprocal social security agreement and with
which countries.

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State,
Department of Health and Social Security (Lord
Skelmersdale): Her Majesty's Government have been
in correspondence with the Government of Barbados
in preparation for negotiations on the introduction of
a social security convention between their two
countries. Additionally, negotiations and discussions
are in progress on changes to the existing conventions
Her Majesty’s Government have with Australia,
Cyprus, Guernsey, the Republic of Ireland, Malta,
Norway, Spain, Switzerland and Turkey.

Lord Stallard asked Her Majesty’s Government:
Whether they will publish an up-to-date list of
those countries with which we have reciprocal
social security agreements; and
How many United Kingdom persons are
resident in those countries where we have a
reciprocal social security agreement.

Lord Skelmersdale: The table shows the countries
with whom the United Kingdom has reciprocal
agreements on social security and the approximate
numbers of British nationals resident in those
countries.

OFFICIAL REPORT

Written Answers

H SOCIAL SECURITY:
RECIPROCAL CONVENTIONS

Approximare No. of

Country resident British nationals
Australia up to 2 million**
Austria 5,100
Belgium .
Canada I million plus**
Cyprus 18,000
Denmark 10,500
Finland 1,300
France 43,000
Federal Republic of Germany 95,000
Gibraltar '
Iceland 300
Republic of Ireland 50,000**
Isle of Man -
Israel 46,000
ltaly 29,000
Jamaica 1,840
Jersey & Guernsey X
Luxembourg 2.860
Malta 3,000
Mauritius 830
MNetherlands 50,000
New Zealand 400,000+
Norway 12,300
Portugal 7,000
Spain 83,500
Sweden 17,000
Switzerland 22,300
Turkey 2,300
United States of America 750,000 plus**
Yugoslavia 300

Note: * No fgures available,

** Estimated figures,
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Beirut Hostages

Mr. Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what contacts have
been made with the International Committee of the Red
Cross regarding the locations, safety and fate of British
hostages being held in Beirut.

Mr. Eggar: The International Committes of the Red
Cross cannot be involved in negotiations with captors but
would act as a channel if necessary as part of arrangements
agreed by others. Mo claim has been made by those
holding the British hostages. A formal ICRC role is not
therefore feasible, although Her Majesty’s embassy in
Beirut has informal contact with the local ICRC
representative.

Mr. Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if any discussions
have taken place with other Governments whose nationals
are held hostage in Beirut, Lebanon, on establishing a
common strategy for dealing with the kidnappers.

Mr. Eggar: We have worked hard with our partners
and allies to formulate a common policy in dealing with
terrorism. All our European partners gave a firm
undertaking at the European Council in December 1986
not to make concessions under duress to terrorists or their
sponsors. At the Venice economic summit in June |987,
Heads of State and Government confirmed their
commitment to the same principle.
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Mr. Terry Waite

Mr. lan Taylor: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth AfTairs whether he has
received any recent information on the whereabouts of
Mr. Terry Waite; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Mellor: We continue to receive many rumours
about Terry Waite's whereabouts, Wherever practicable
they are analysed and followed up but to date none of
themn has yielded any firm or reliable information.
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1 open my letter by sending you my very warm greetings,
and deep appreciation for the outstanding service
you gave in connection with the visit of the Conservative
Friends of 1Israel Parliamentary Group to the State
of Israel at the beginning of the year.

In this connection you will know that we were in
a position to arrange for spouses to join the Members
in four cases.

The names are

Dame Joan Seccombe, D.B.E., J.P.
Mr. Michael Lord, M.P.

Mr. Lewis Stevens, M.P.

Dr. John G. Blackburn, M.P.

The agreed fee was £270 per person, and in this
respect [ have pleasure in forwarding as promised
a cheque in the sum of £1,080.

This is ecoupled with my own personal appreciation
for your every token of kindness. I look forward
to our next meeting, when I shall convey these sentiments
to you personally

1 conclude as always by sending you my warm personal
good wishes.

/

Lo ceg d;?xﬂi,f1fﬁb{Lﬁbﬂ#b;“??/j

|
Dr. Jﬁhﬁxgtﬂéfgzi;urn. M.P.
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Gaza Strip

2. Mr. Madel: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs if he will consider taking a
joint diplomatic initiative with the Foreign Ministers of
Egypt and [srael to try and reduce tension in Gaza. and
if he will make a statement

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The Arab [srael conflict and the
situation in Gaza have fgured promunently in cur recent
discussions with Egypuian and lsraeli leaders We also
remain in close touch with other Governments concerned
We are ready 1o play a full part in efforis to reduce tension
and to achieve a lastng settlement

Mr. Madel: As Amenca 15 now preoccupled with the
presidential election campaign and as the position in Gaza
should not just dnft along, does my nght hon. and learned
Friend agree that Egypt and lsrael should meer at the
highest level to try to make the Camp David accords work
in relation to Gaza and, if successful. move on to
negotiations on the West Bank?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: | am certain that the search for
progress in the peace process should not be set to one uide
on the ground of elections of one kind or another
anywhere. We attach importance to the possibility of co-
operation with the Government of Egypt. | had long talks
with the President and Foreign Mimster dunng my visit
in the autumn. My nght hon. Fnend the Prme Mimster
and my hon. and learmed Friend the Minuster of State had
useful discussions with the President and Foreign Minuster
at the end of last month. The best basis on which to carry
of internatonal concern. It 15 important also (o do what
can be done to help conditions in the termtones by aid and
access for trade. We have actuively supporied all those
things
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Mr. John Marshall: Does my nght hon. and learned
Friend agree that the conditions in the camps 1n Gaza are
no worse than those in the camps in the Lebanon and
Jordan? Does he also agree that it 15 high nme that the
Arab world, which encouraged the creation of those camps
40 vears ago, used some of 1ts o1l-based wealth 1o solve the
problem that it encouraged in the first place’

Sir Geoffrey Howe: | understand why my hon Frend
1S anxious to be sure that the other side of the matter s
represenied and taken into account in the House. As | said
in my original answer, it is important (o recognise that we
should take account not only of the right of the
Palesuinians to self-determination but the nght of Israel to
a secure existence within secure borders. |1 s nght also 1o
accept that there has been some improvements since Israeli
administration in some areas, However, the point does not
stop there. There is a stark contrast between the conditions
of those who live in refugee camps and. for example, the
Israeli settlers., who live in illegal occupation of the land
alongside them. The presence of Israel in such terntones
15 contrary to international law. as resolution after
resolution of the United Nations have recognised. [t 15 on
that bamis that | repeat the objectives that have been
common ground to all searches for peace. Above all. it 15
in Israel’s interest to hasten forward the process of looking
for a peaceful settlement along those lines

Mr. Kaufman: Will the Foreign Secretary tell the House
what the Prme Mimster meant by her statement
vesterday” She said that the Government fasour

“an internatonal conference d4s o4 framework conference
within which bilateral negotiations should take place between

=

King Hussein of Jordan and lsrael © — [Ohciad Reporr, 2
February 1988, Vol, 126. ¢ 852

Although Jordan's parucipation % essenual and
indispensable. 15 the nght hon. and learned Gentleman
aware that no conference can possibly succeed—nor will
any such conlerence be acceptable to other parties —
without the participation of Svria. Lebanon, Egyvpt, and.
above all. the Palestinians. whose plight and nghts will be
the central core of any such conferenve ' Therefore. will the
Foreign Secretary repudiate what the Prime Minister said?
If Britain 15 so unclear about her polics. overcoming the
obstructiveness of Mr. Shamir and ol the Lnited States
Government will be impossible

Gaza Strip

Sir Geolfrey Howe: The nght hon Gentleman should
not draw such dramatic conclusions from the point that
he has made. The United Kingdom. together with the
Twelve and most of the international community, have
come out firmly in favour of an international conference.
We believe that that is the nght framework within which
negotiations can take place. The precise method of setting
that scene, of course. remains for discussion, but 1t 15 quite
plain that the Palesunians and several other people will
have to be participants in the discussion. | am quite certain
that the nght hon. Gentleman should not conclude that
that 15 8 prescniption for some narrower defimition of the
conference that my nght hon. Fnend the Pnime Minuster
has vigorously and energeucally supported 1n forum after
forum around the world. .

Mr. Cyril D. Townsend: My nght hon and learned
Friend menuoned settlements. Does he agree that the
Israell Government have plans for further settlements and
that to build settlements in such densely populated arcas
as Gaza 1s a great affront to Palestinian refugees’ What
action will the Government take to try to prevent the
creation of further settlements at present’

Sir Geoffrey Howe: My hon. Frnend is nght I the
existing settlements are an infringement of international
law, by the same token the extension of such settlements
15 a sull further infnngement. More than that, they cannot
help to advance or consolidate the cause of peace They
seeck 10 entrench the occupation of illegally occupied
terntory. They act as a challenge to viclence in the
upposite direction. which 1tsell poses a threat to the state
and people of lsrael. [t 1s because of my passionate belief
in the rght of Israel and 1ts people to exist as a state within
secure borders that | urge the people of lsrael and ther
leaders to recogmise the need to tum from the path of the
entrenchment of llegality and to embark upon the proc;:-ss’
ol negoliation that 15 so important.
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Hana Siniors

3 Mr. Galloway: To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth AfTairs what representations
he has made to the lsraeli Government about the
harassment of the Palesuman journalist Hana Simora by
the Israeli secunty forces: and if he will make a statement

The Minister of State. Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (Mr. David Mellor): Mr. Simiora has not asked for
our intervenuon, and thus we have no reason to take up
hus speaific case. but we shall continue to follow it closely

Mr. Galloway: Although [ am grateful for the wise and
courageous stance that Her Majesty’'s Government are
taking on the 1ssue and for many statements on the subject
that have been made today and of late. does the Minister
agree that more than anything else, the lsraelis and
Palestimians now need less war. war, and more jaw. jaw’
Dialogue is impossible unless there s local leadership that
has the confidence of the political leadership — the
Palestine Liberation Orgamsation — and the local
population. and 1s accceptable in the broader 1Im=rn.1!.|unal.
community, halogue will be impossible if leaders are
systematcally harassed. arrested, someLimes tortured and.
as increasingly of late. deported.

Mr. Mellor: | was glad, and | am sure that the hon.
Gentleman was glad. that Mr Siniota and his colleague
were able to go to the Umted States and talk directly 1o
Mr. Shultz. When | was in the United States on Monday
and Tuesday, | was also glad to note that the United States

is re-engaged in the peace process and that further acuon
may be anticipated from that quarter. Plainly, as the hon
Gentleman says, this is a ume for senous talking o draw
in the Palestiman people. Where that leaves the PLO 151
the hands of the PLO members themselves. They have th
opportunity to legitimate themselves if they are prepared
to accept unegquivocally resolutions 242 and 338 to
renounce violence and accept Israel’s nght to exast Il they
were to do that, they could be full participants in a process
in future, However, | am afraid that the contrary 1s also
the case

Mr. Soames: [n the case of Hana Siniora and thousands
of other Palesumans, what explanation can my hon. and
learned Friend offer to the House of the unspeakable
inhumamues nflicted by the [sraelh Government on the
Palestimans? Does he agree that the Israclis. of all peopie,
should really understand about the suffenng of munonues?

Mr. Mellor: | said my piece about conditions in the
occupied territories when [ was there. [ believe that a re-
evaluation 15 necessary, because 1t was clear to me from my
recent visit to the United States that the shock waves of
what is happening in the occupied termtones are
resounding around the civilised world. Some change in
tactics in the occupied territones will have (o come about
The status quo in the eyes of an increasing number of
sensible, mainstream people i1s not an option. Maintaining
secunty in the termtones at the point of a gun 15 not

realisuic and has become an increasingly inhumane
process.
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6. Mr. Walters: To ask the Secretary of Stawe for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if in view of recent
evenis on the West Bank and in Gaza. he will indicate what
steps Her Majesty’s Government propose in order to speed
up the muddle east peace process.

Mr. Mellor: We shall conunue to work for an
international conference under United Nations auspices as
the framework for negotiations between the parues
directly concerned

Mr. Walters: My nght hon. and learned Friend and my
hon. and learned Frniend have both nghtly condemned
lsraeli repression on the West Bank and in Gaza They
have also condemned Mr. Rabin's repellent speech
advocatng beatings, power and mught as the gwdelines of
lsraeli policy in the area. What next? Surely this must be
the time to put greater steam behind a peace imitiauve and
1o make it clear that the Palestimians must be enutled to
choose their own representatives at any talks that follow,

Mr. Mellor: | agree with my hon. Frnend that it s
crucial that the concern be translated into effective action,
We believe that action should proceed in two ways. First,
immediate pallianve actuon should consist, as the
Secretary-Oeneral’s report to the United Nauons
following Mr. Goulding’s visit made clear. of enhancing
the work of the United Nauons relief orgamsanon and
continuing the pressure on the [sraeli Government to
mutigate the aspects of occupation that cause the gravest
hardship. Those palliatives will not be enough. The second
strand has to be to work for a resumption of the peace
process. That should come from all who acknowledge that
the status quo cannot stand. That is why | welcome very
much. as my right hon. and learned Friend welcomes, the
resumption of interest in the United States 10 a peace
process. My hon. Friend will have seen that the Assistant
Secretary of State, Mr. Murphy, is to visit the region
following the wisit earlier of the special Umnited States
emissary to Jordan. We obviously hope that that iunative
will bear fruit because clearly the Unuted States has the
pnme influence on the [sraelis.
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Mr. Janner: Has the Mimster seen the admission made
this morning by Racal-Tacticom, and reported in the Daily
Telegraph, that it has been supplying goods to the PLO?
Dioes he agree with the Downing street statement this week
that sections of the PLO have engaged in “appalling acts
of terrorism™ In those circumstances how can it be nght
that no licence i1s required, apparently, for sending to the
PLO telecommunications equipment which presumably
will not be used to convey affecuonate greetings’

Mr. Mellor: [ cannot add to the answer that the hon.
and learmed Gentleman got to a similar question that he
addressed to my hon. Friend the Under-Secretary of State
for Trade and Industry, who answered the private notice
question yesterday, The hon. and learmed Gentleman
knows our position on the PLO. He knows that part of our
call for a sensible settlement in the middle east is thar the
PLO should legitimate itself in the ways that [ have already
sel Oul in answer Lo an eariier question,

Sir lan Gilmour: Will my hon. and learned Friend and
the Foreign Secretary bear in mind that if Europe does
nothing, the American Administration invariably ends up
doing what the [sraeli Government and the Zionist
pressure group tell it to do? Wil he therefore assure the
House that the so-called peace process will not be left to
the Amencan Government but that Europe will play its
proper part to bring it about?

Mr. Mellor: | am grateful to my right hon. Friend for
that question. Plainly there is a role for others. That role
s taken seriously within Europe. lndeed, my nght hon.
and learned Friend will on Monday attend a meeung of
European Foreign Minusters who will be meetung King
Hussemn. | dare say that European interests and the
European initiative will be made clear then

Middle East

Mr. Winnick: As one who strenuously defended the
Israelis’ position in 1967 —1 believe that | was nght 1o
do so, unlike the right hon. Member for Chesham and
Amersham (Sir |. Gilmour) — [ am appalled and
horrified at the response of Israeli authonities in the
occupied territones, for which there can be absolutely no
Jusufication. Would it not be right for Israelis to recogruse
that the Palestinians also have a night to their homeland?
In 40 years, they have not forgotten Palesune any more
than the Jewish people, during 2,000 years of exile and
persecution, forgot for one moment thewr histonc
homeland.

Mr, Mellor: That is a very brave statement, and
commend the hon. Gentleman for it. Many of us, who
took one view in 1967, have perhaps come to look at
matters in a shightly different light today. It is plainly
dangerous that the present situation should continue. The
scenes that we see nightly on our television screens are
damaging to the reputation of Israel. Whatever might be
the problems of the past—there have been great faults
on the Arab side in relation to sustained aggression against
Israel—if the people of these termitories are to have any
future, and if there is to be a sustained peace in the regon.
it can come about only because neighbours learn 1o co-
cmlnlh:rthmral}runlhqpuiutur:;unm achieve
lasting secunity. That is why we must continue to assert
that middle cast peace can be based only on all states in
the repon agreeing that each state has a nght to exst
behind secure boundanes and that the Palesunians have
a nght to selfi-determination. That 15 the only basis on
which a lasting peace will be achieved.
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9 Mr. Cohen: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AfTairs what steps he has taken in the
United Nations to protest at the treatment of the United
Nations Under-Secretary General by the [Israeh
Government dunng his visit 1o the occumed terntones in
January; and if he will make 4 statement

Mr. Mellor: None. Sir. This 1s a matter for the United
Mations Secretary General. We called on all parties to
facilitate Mr. Goulding's wvisit which was mandated by
United Nations Security Counctl Resolution 605

Mr. Coben: Was not the Under Secretary General of
the United Nations treated very badly by the [sraeh
authonues dunng his visit to 1srael and did not the army
g0 into the camps and disrupt them dunng his visit? Does
the Minister agree with Mr. Goulding, who said that the
Palesunians have every rght 1o be angry about the
conditions in which they are forced to live, and that a
political solution 15 needed? Will the Government work
towards that solution under the auspices of the United

Nations and start that by opening up a dialogue with the
PLO?

Mr. Mellor: | certainly agree with that comment of Mr
Goulding’s. and [ was able to tell him that personally when
| saw him in New York on Friday. The key point about
Mr. Goulding's wisit 15 to try to make progress on the
report that the Secretary General has issued lollowing on
it. The report makes two points clear. First, there 13 a need
for immediate alleviation of the problems in Gaza by way
of the palliauve measures set out n the report —
enhancing the relief organisation’s work and mitgating
the more oppressive aspects of the occupation Secondly,
as | have already said, there 15 a nesd (0 get the peace
process moving again,
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Mr. Lawrence: Would it not help our credibility with
Israel 1n these matters — and help to solve the
humanitanan problems in Gaza — if the Government
stopped signing annually the United Nations resolution
that calls specifically upon the state of Israel not to rehouse
the refugees in Gaza in decent accommodation”?

Mr. Mellor: My hon. and learned Friend, for whom |
have great respect, knows that it 15 not as simple as that.
He knows that we vote as we do because of the manner in
which 1t 15 sought to enforce rehousing—an element of
compulsion is involved — and because afterwards
adequate dwellings that are better than other dwellings in
which people who cannot afTord to move out of the camps
live are then bulidozed down by the occupying forces.
Therefore, | am afraid | cannot help but regard the
argument sometimes used by the Israeh authorities to
justify their posiion as rather fimsy.

Mr. Faulds: In view of the Israeli Government's
arrogant disregard of international conventions and of the
appalling conduct of Israeli troops. would the hon.
Gentleman suggest to his nght hon. and learmned Friend
—and my nght hon, and learned Friend —the Foreign
Secretary, that he should raise with his EEC colleagues the
need to consider the suspension. or indeed, abrogation, of
EEC trade and financial agreements with [srael?

Mr. Mellor: As the hon. Gentleman knows, the issue is
10 be considered agan by the European Foreign Ministers
at thewr meeting with King Hussein next week and we must
awaut the outcome of that.

On the European Community arrangements, (L is
obviously desirable, so far as possible, to keep political
considerations out of purely trading issues. The hon.
Gentleman will know that my nght hon. and learned
Friend took the lead in proposing that there should be
direct access to the European Community for goods from
the occupred terntones. because that is a practical way of
expressing our desire to see conditions 1n the occupied
terntones improve. [t will also be known that the
Comnussion, while negouating the mandate for Israeli
4ccess to the Common Market, required from the Israeli
authonties some undertakings on the manner in which
they would carry out those access arrangements.
Therefore. although we have not gone anything like all the
way with the hon. Gentleman, [ hope that he 15 satisfied
that there is an element of what he asks in what we are
dong
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Director of Public Prosecutions

76. Mr. Janner: To ask the Attorney-General when he
last met the Director of Public Prosecutions; and what
subjects were discussed,

The Attorney-General: [ last met the Director an Friday
29 January. We discussed matters relating to the Crown
Prosecution Service,

Mr. Janner: Does the right hon. and learned
Gentleman expect to discuss with the director that
peculiarly offensive and evil document known as
Holocaust News? In particular, has he considered counsel's
opinion that the perpetrators of this document are in
breach of the law and should be prosecuted? Can we
expect action from the Attorney or the director or from
both, and if not, why not?

The Attorney-General: It so happens that that
extremely unpleasant publication to which the hon. and
learned Gentleman refers was among the subjects that I
discussed with the director on Friday. He and I have both
considered the opinions of Mr. Beloff QC, and also of first
senior prosecuting counsel to the Treasury. The director
and | remain of the view that there should be no
prosecution.
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Mr. Aitken: When my right hon. and learned Friend
advises the Director of Public Prosecutions that a
prosecution is not in the public interest, what, precisely,
are the criteria on which he bases his advice? May [ ask
him to expand on his statement to the House on Monday
by saying how he decides on priority between, say, the
public interest in maintaining the operational secrets of
MI5, the public intersst in avoiding a breakdown in
Anglo-Irish relations and the public interest in upholding
the rule of law. How and why does he choose?

The Attorney-General: [ shall answer in general terms
the question about my general criteria, but [ do not think
that the question about Holocaust News relates to Ireland.
Having satisfied myself that the evidence is sulficient to
justify proceedings, | then consider whether in any
particular cases the public interest requires a prosecution.
Each case is judged on its own facts and with special regard
to the circumstances, both of the alleged offence and of the
alleged offender, and to any other considerations affecting
public policy. This is simply an application of long-
established principles previously endorsed by the
Attorney-General's guidelines on the criteda for
prosecution now reproduced in the code for Crown

prosecutors issued pursuant to the Prosecution of Offeaces
Act 1985,

Mr. Joha Morris: Will the Attorney-General clarify the
statement that he made last Monday concerning the
responsibility for the decision on whether it is in the
national interest to prosecute? Will he confirm that that
decision is for him alone, and that if, in his view, it is not
in the national interest to prosecute, that is the end of the

matter, and the DPP has no role other than to implement
his decision?

The Attorney-General: The right hon. and learned
Gentleman knows very well that that is not the case. If he
has studied the code for Crown prosecutors, he will know
that, in every prosecution decision, it must be asked
whether the public interest requires a prosecution, even if
the evidence is sufficient and the other criteria are met. In
cases in which the DPP is the prosecuting authority, and
does not seek the consent of the Attorney-General, that
process must be carried through by the DPP. In a case in
which [ must give my consent—for example, under the
Race Relations Act 1976 —the responsibility is mine.
The hon. and learned Gentleman will remember that the
matter was fully dealt with by my predecessor in a written
ANSWEr a Year or two ago.
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- Friday
30 October 1987

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Volume 121
No. M

Written Answers to Questions
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Deportations (Israel)

Mr. Cohen asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what representation he has made
to the Israeli authorities about that Government's
deportation of Arabs and Palestinians; and if he will make
a statement.

Mr. Mellor: We have repeatedly made clear to the
Israeli authorities our view that deportation of residents
from the Occupied Territories in contrary to international
law. On 28 December 1986, the Foreign Ministers of the
Twelve issued a statment in protest at the deportation of
Mr. Akram Haniyya.




,|._ F‘ril:l-ayr Volume 121
30 October 1987 No. M

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Mr. Mordechai Yanunu

Mr. Cohen asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth AfTairs what representation he has made
to the [sraeli Government about the kidnap and trial of
Mr. Mordechai Vanunu; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Mellor: In reply to our representations after Mr.
Vanunu's disappearance the Isracli Government gave a
formal assurance that Mr. Vanunu left this country of his
own volition. We have no reason to doubt this assurance.

We have made no representations about the conduct of the
trial,
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30 October 1987 No. M4

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Israel (Nuclear Missiles)

Mr. Cohen asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs if he will make a statement
indicating Her Majesty’'s Government's view on the
development by the Israeli Government of its Jericho 11
nuclear missiles.

Mr. Mellor: We saw press reports in July of the test-
firing of a Jericho II missile by Israel. We are concerned
about the introduction of any new long-range missile into
the middle east, particularly if it is nuclear capable,
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VISIT TO ISRAEL

OF
( N MR. TIMOTHY S. JANMAN, M.P. (CONS.)
L

\Q.J) GREAT BRITAIN

13 - 20 September 1987

Sunday, 13 September - Tuesday, 15 September

Programme arranged by the International Committee of

"Jordan is Palestine"

Wednesday, 16 September

09.00 Visit Luz Industries Israel Ltd. (Solar Systems)

10.30 Visit "Yad Vashem", Martvrs' and Heroes' Memorial of the Holocaust
12.00 Meeting with Mr. Uzi Landau, M.K.

14.00 Visit the Shrine of the Book at the Israel Museum

Afternoon Walking tour of Jerusalem

Overnight at the Laromme Hotel, Jerusalem

Thursday, 17 September

08.00 Breakfast with Mr. Yoav Biran, Assistant Director General,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Visit Judea and Samaria

Overnight at the Laromme Hotel, Jerusalem

Friday, 18 September

08.30 Breakfast with Prof. Moshe Maoz
10.00 Visit the Mevaseret Zion Immigrants' Absorption Centre .
11.30 Vigsit Kibbutz T'sora

Lunch at the Kibbutz
Afternoon Tour of Jerusalem

Overnight at the Laromme Hotel, Jerusalem

Saturday, 19 September

Private wisit
Sunday, 20 September

Departure

Mrs. Hannah Dvir
Jerusalem N
Tel. 235111
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A

Abbott, Ms Diane (Hackney South and Stoke Newington) (L)
Adams, Mr Allen (Paistey North) (L)

Adams, Mr Gerard (Belfnst West) [PSF]

Adley, Mr Robert {Christchurch) [C]

Aitken, Mr Jonathan (South Thanet) [C]
Abeln.ud:r Mr Richard (Newark) [C]

Alison, Mr Michael (Selby) [C]

Allason, Mr Rupert (Torbay) [C]

Allen, Mr Graham (Nottingham North) [L]

Alton, Mr David (Liverpool, Mossley Hill) [Lib]
Amery, Mr Julizn (Brighton, Pavilion) [C]
Amess, Mr David {Basildon) [C]

Amos, Mr Alan (Hexham) [C]

Anderson, Mr Donald (Swansea East) [L]
Arbuthnot, Mr James (Wanstead and Woodford) [C]
Archer, Mr Peter (Warley West) [L]

Armstrong, Hilary (North West Durham) [L]
Amold, Mr Jacques (Gravesham) [C]

Armold, Mr Tom (Hazel Grove) [C]

Ashby, Mr David (North West Leicestershire) [C]
Ashdown, Mr Paddy (Yeovil} [Lib]

Ashley, Mr Jack (Sioke on Trent South) [L]
Ashton, Mr Joe (Bassetlaw) [L]

Aspinwall, Mr Jack (Wansdyke) [C]

ATKINS, MR ROBERT (South Ribble) [C] [US]
Atkinson, Mr David (Bournemouth East) [C]

BAKER, MR KENNETH (Mole Valley) [C] [M]
Baker, Mr Nicholas (Morth Dorset) [C]
Baldry, Mr Tony (Banbury) [C]
Banks, Mr Robert (Harrogate) [C)
Banks, Mr Tony (Newham North West) [L]
Barnes, Mr Harry (Derbyshire North East) [L]
Barnes, Mrs Rosie (Greenwich) [SDF]
Barron, Mr Kevin (Rother Valley) [L]
Batiste, Mr Spencer (Elmet) [C]
Bartle, Mr John (Leeds West) [L]
Beaumont-Dark, Mr Anthony (Birmingham, Sefly Oak) [C]
Bc:i:-:tt Marsnrcl (Derby South) [L]

gg Mr Ru}f {East Antrim) [OUP]
Be Mr {Berwick upon Tweed) [Lib]
Bell, Mr Stuart (Middlesbrough) [L]
Bellingham, Mr Henry (North West Norfolk) [C]
Bendall, Mr Vivian {Iiford North) [C]
Benn, Mr Tony (Chesterfield) [L]
Bennett, Mr Andrew F, (Denton and Reddish) [L]
Bennett, Mr MNicholas (Pembroke) [C]
Benyon, Mr W, (Milton Keynes) [C]
Bermingham, Mr Gerald (5t. Helens South) [L]
Bevan, Mr David Gilroy (Birmingham, Yardley) [C]
Bidwell, Mr Sydney (Ealing, Southall) [L]
Biffen. Mr John (North Shropshire) [C]
Biggs-Davison, Sir John (Epping Farest) [C]
Blackburn, Dr John G. {nu:f ley West) [C]
Blair, Mr Tony (Sedgeficld) [L]
Blaker, Sir Peter (Blackpool South) [C]
Blunkett, Mr David (Sheffield, Brlghtsldn:} [L]
Boateng, Mr Paul {Brent Southd (L
Body, Sir Richard (Holland with ummnl 1]
Bonsor, Sie Nichalas {Upminster) [C]
Boothrovd, Mizs Betty (West Bromwich West) [L]
BOSCAWEN, Mr ROBERT {Somerton and Frome) [C] [W]
Boswell, Mr Tim (Daven CITE
BOTTOMLEY. ME PETER (Eltham) [C] [US]
Bottomiey, Mrs Virginia (South West Surrey) [C]
Bowden, Mr Andrew (Brighton, Kemptown) [C]
Bowden, Mr Gerald (Dulwich) [C]
Bowis, Mr John (Battersea) [C]
Baoyes, Mr Roland (Houghton and Washington) [L]
Boyson, Sir Rhodes (Brent North) [C]
RBradley, Mr Keith (Manchester, Withington) [L]
Braine, Sir Bernard (Castle Point) [C]
Brandon-Bravo, Mr Martin (Nottingham South) [C]
Bray, Dr Jr.rr.!:nr (Motherwell South) [L]
Brazier, Mr Julian (Canterbury) [C]
Bright, Mr Graham (Luton South) [C]
Brittan, Mr Leon (Richmond, Yorks) [C] )
BROOKE, MR PETER (The City of London and Westminster

South [C] [M]
Brown, Mr Gordon (Dunfermline East) [L]
Prown. Mr Michael (Brigg and Cleethorpes) [C]
Brown, Mr Nicholas (Newcastle upon Tyne East) [L]
Brown, Mr Ron (Edinburgh, Leith) [L]
Browne, Mr John (Winchester) [C]
Bruce, Mr lan (Dorset South) [C]
Bruce, Mr Malcolm (Gordon) [Li
Buchan, Mr Morman (Paisley 5 L )
Buchanan-Smith, Mr Alick (Kincardine and Deeside) [C]

Buck, Sir Antony (Coichester North) [C]

Buckley, Mr George J. (Hemsworth) [L]

Budgen, Mr Nicholas {Wolverham South West) [C)]
Burns, Mr Simon {Chelmsford) [

Burt, Mr Alistair (Bury North) |

BUTCHER, MR JOHN (Coventry South West) [C] [US]
Butler, Mr Chris (Warrington South) [C]

Butterfill, Mr John (Bournemouth West) [C]

C

Cabom, Mr Richard (Sheffield Central) [L]
Callaghan, Mr Jim (Heywood and Middleton) [L]
Campbell, Mr Ronnie (Blyth Valley) [L]
Campbell, Mr Menzies (Fife North East) [Lib]
Campbell-Savours, Mr D, M. I_kainﬁlou} [L]
Canavan, Mr Dennis (Falkirk West) [L]

Carlile, Mr Alex (Montgomerv) [Lib]

Carlisle, Mr John (Luton North) [C]

CARLISLE, MR KENNETH (Lincoln) [C] [AW]
Carrington, Mr Matthew (Fulham) [C]

Carttiss, Mr Michael (Great Yarmouth) [C]
Cartwright, Mr John (Woolwich) [SDP]

Cash, Mr William (Stafford) [C]

CHALKER, MRS LYNDA (Wallasey) [C] [M]
CHANNON, MR PAUL (Southend West) [C] [M]
Chapman, Mr Sydney (Chipping Barnet) [C)]
CHOPE, MR (‘}HRJSTGPHER iSouthampton, Ttchen) [C] [US]
Churchill, Mr (Davyhulme) [C]

CLARK, MR ALAN (Plymouth, Sutton) [C] [M]
Clark, Dr David (South Shiclds) [L]

Clark, Dr Michael (Rochford) [C]

Clark, Sir William (Crovdon South) [C]
CLARKE, MR KENNETH (Rushcliffe) [C] [M]
Clarke, Mr Tom (Monklands West) [L]

Clay, Mr Bob (Sunderland North) [L]

Clelland. Mr David (Tyne Bridge) [L]

Clwyd, Mrs Ann (Cynon Valley) [L]

Cohen, Mr Harry (Leyton) (L]

Coleman, Mr Donald (MNeat ]m:u;l

Colvin, Mr Michael (Romse Waterside) [%
Conway, Mr Derek (Shrewsbury and Atclum}
Cook, Mr Frank (Stockton North) [L]

Cook, Mr Robin (Livingston) [L]

Coombs, Mr Anthony i!'::’yrc Forest) [C]
Coombs, Mr Simon (Swindon) [C]

COPE, MR JOHN (Northavon) [C] [M]

Corbett, Mr Robin (Birmingham, Erdington) [L]
Corbyn, Mr Jeremy (Islington North) [L]
Cormack, Mr Patrick (South Staffordshire) [C)
Couchman, Mr James (Gillingham) [C]

Cousing, Mr Jim (Newcastle upon Tyne Central} [L]
Cox, Mr Tom (Tooting) [L]

Cran, Mr James (Beverley) [C]

Critchley, Mr Julian { Aldershot) [C]

Crowther, Mr Stan (Rotherham) [L]

Crver, Mr Bob (Bradford South) [L]

Cummings. Mr John (Easington) ][L]

Cunliffe, Mr Lawrence (Leigh) [L

Cunningham, Dr John (Copeland) [L]

CURRIE, MRS EDWINA (South Derbyshire) [C] [US]
Curry. Mr David (Skipton and Ripon) (C]

D
Dalyell, Mr Tam (Lintithpow) fL]
Darling. Mr Alistair (Edinburgh Central) [L]
Davies, Mr Denzil {Llan:l]i}ﬁ.]
Daviea, Mr Cuentin {(Stamford and Spalding) [C]
Davies, Mr Ron (Caerphilly) [L]
Davis, Mr David (Boothferry) [C]
Davis, Mr Terry iErrm.Lnfham Hodge Hill) [L]
Day, Mr Stephen {(Cheadle) [C
DEAN, SIR PAUL 1Wmdspnng} [C]. First Deputy Chairman
of Wavs and Means
Devlin, Mr Tim (Stockton South) [C]
Dewar, Mr Donald (Glasgow, Garscadden) [L]
Dickens, Mr Geoffrey (Littleborough and Saddleworth) [C]
Dicks, Mr Terry {Hayes and Harlington) [C]
Dinon, Mr Don (Jarrow) [L]
Dobson, Mr Frank (Holborn and St. Pancras) [L]
Doran, Mr Frank {Aberdeen South) [L]
DORRELL, MR STEPHEN (Lou hbumu A
Douglas, Mr Dick {Dunfermline 'Q\Fﬁ“ gh) [C] [AW)
D%:SLA&HAMJLTDN, LORD JA.MES (Edinburgh West) [C]
Dover, Mr Den (Chorley) [C]
Dufty, Mr. A, E. P_ (Shefficld, Attercliffe) [L]
DUNN, MR BOB (Dartford) [C] [US]
Dunnachie, Mr Jimmy (Glasgow, Pollok) [L]
Dunwoody, Mrs Owyneth (Crewe and Nantwich) [L]
DURANT, MR TONY (Reading West) [C] [W]
Dykes, Mr Hugh (Harrow East) [C]

June 1957




Eadie, Mr Alex (Midlothian) (L]

Eastham, Mr Ken (Manchester, Blackley) [L]
EGGAR, MR TIM (Enfield North) [C] [US]
Emery, Sir Peter (Honiton) [C]

Evans, Mr David (Welwyn, Hatfield) [C]
Evans, Mr John (5. Helens North) [L]
Evennett, Mr David (Erith and Crayford) [C]
Ewing, Mrs Margaret | Moray) [SNP]

Fairbairn, Mr Nicholas (Perth and Kinross) [C]
Fallon. Mr Michael (Daclington) [C]

Farr, Sir John (Harborough) [C]

Farchett, Mr Derck (Lecds Central) [L]

Faulds, Mr Andrew (Warley East) [L]

Favell, Mr Tony (Stockport) [C]

Fearn. Mr Ronnie (Southport) [Lib]

Fenner, Dame Peggy (Medway) [C]

Field, Mr Barry (Isle of Wight) [C]

Field, Mr Frank (Birkenhead) [L]

Fields, Mr Terry (Live 1, Broadgreen) [L]
Finsberg, Sir Geoffrey (Hampstead and Highgate) [C]
Fisher, Mr Mark (Stoke on Trent Centrai) [L]
Flannery, Mr Martin (Sheffield, Hillsborough) [L]
Flynn, Mr Paul (Newport West) [L]

Fookes, Miss Janet (Plymouth, Drake) [C]

Foot, Mr Michael (Blaenau Gwent) [L]

Forman, Mr Nigel (Carshalton and Wallingron) [C]
FORSYTH, MR MICHAEL (Surling) [C] [LIS]
Forsythe, Mr Clifford (South Antrim) [OUP]
Forth, Mr Eric (Mid Worcestershire) [C]

Foster, Mr Derek (Bishop Auckland) [L]

Foulkes, Mr George {Carrick, Cumnock and Doon Valley) [L]
FOWLER, MR NORMAN (Sutton Coldficld) [C] [M]
Fox, Sir Marcus (Shipley) [C]

Franks, Mr Cecil (Barrow and Furness) [C]

Fraser. Mr John {Morwood) [L]

FREEMAN, MR ROGER (Kettering) [C] [US]
French, Mr Douglas (Gloucester) [C]

Fry. Mr Peter (Wellingborough) [C]

Fyfc, Maria {Glasgow, Maryhill} [L]

G

Galbraith, Mr Sam (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) [L]
Gale, Mr Roger (North Thanet) [C]

Galloway, Mr George (Glasgow, Hillhead) [L]
Gardiner, Mr George (Reigate) [C]
GAREL-IONES, MR TR%&TAN iWatford) [C] [W]
Garrett, Mr John (Norwich South) [L]

Garrett, Mr Ted (Wallsend) [L]

George, Mr Bruce (Walsall South) [L]

Gilbert, Dr Iohn (Dudley East) [L]

Gill, Mr Christopher {Ludlow} [C]

Gilmour, Sir lan {Chesham and Amersham) [C]
Glyn. Dr Alan (Windsor and Muaidenhead) [C]
Godman, Dr Norman A. (Greenock and Port Glasgow) [L]
Golding, Mrs Llin (Newcastle under Lyme) [L]
Goodhart, Sic Philip {Beckenham) [C]

Cioodind, Mr Alastair | Eddisbary) [C)
Goodson-Wickes, Dr Charles (Wimbledon) [C]
Gordon, Mildred (Bow and Poplar) [L]

Gorman, Mrs Teresa (Billericay) [C)

Gorst, Mr John (Hendon North) [C]

Gould, Mr Bryvan {Dagenham) [L]

Gow, Mr [an (Eastbourne) [C]

Gower, 5ir Raymond (Vale of Glamorgan) [C]
Graham, Mr Thomas (Renfrew West and Inverclyde) [L]
Grant, Sir Anthony (South West Cambridgeshire) [C]
Grant, Mr Bernie (Tottenham) [L]

Greeoway, Mr Harry (Ealing North) [C]

CGreenway, Mr John (Ryedale) [C]

Ciregory, Mr Conal (York) [C]

Grilliths, Sir Eldon (Bury St Edmunds) [C]
Giriffiths, Mr Nigel (Edinburgh South) [L]

Griffiths, Mr Peter (Portsmouth North) [C]

Ciriffiths, Mr Win (Bridgend) [L]

GRIST, MR 1AN ({Cardifl Central) [C] [US]
Grocott, Mr Bruce (The Wrekin) [L]

Ground, Mr Patrick (Feltham and Heston) [C]
Grylls, Mr Michael (North West Surrey) [C]
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Heath, Mr Edward (Old Bexiey and Sideup) [C]
Heathcoat-Amory, Mr David (Wells) [C]
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Hughes, Mr Sean (Knowsiey South) [L] .
Hughes, Mr Simon (Southwark and Bermondsey) [Lib]
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King. Mr Roger (Birmingham. Northfield) [C]
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LAWSON, MR NIGEL (Blaby) [C] [M]
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Sheerman, Mr Barry (Huddersfield) [L Co-op]
Sheldon, Mr Robert (Ashton-under-Lyne) [L]
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Shersby, Mr Michae! (Usbridge) [C]
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Smith, Mr Tim (Beaconsfield) [C]
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Soley, Mr Clive (Hammersmith) [L]
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Stern, Mr Michael (Bristol North West) [C]
Stevens, Mr Lewis (Nuneaton) [C]
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Straw, Mr Jack (Blackburm) [L]
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Thornton, Mr Maleolm (Crosby) [C]

Thurnham, Mr Peter (Bolton North East) [C]
Townend, Mr John (Bridlington) [C]

Townsend, Mr Cyril D, {Bexleyheath) [C]

Tracev, Mr Richard (Surbiton) [C]

Tredinnick, Mr David {Bosworth) [C]

TRIPPIER, MR DAVID (Rossendale and Darwen) [C] [US]
Trotter. Mr Neville (Tynemouth) [C]
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AR TAMENTARY LMDER SECRCTARY OF GTATT
FOR DEFENCE PROCUREMENT

MR TOM CLARKE (LABOUR {ﬂgﬂKLhNDS_HEST}

e Mr Clarke To ask the Secretary of State for
Defence, if he will list the countries
of the world to which the United
Kingdom has exported arms sgince May
1379,

ANSWER

(Mr Sainsbucy)

A list of 121 countries with which contracts for milicary
equipment were signed since May 1979 and which were notifim- to
the Ministry of Defence is below. As such, the list, rhough
substantially correct, may not be comprehensive, because nct
all private orders, particularly those of a minor nature ace

notified to the Defence Export Services Organisation.




ALGERLA
ANGOLA

AR YEMEN
ARGENTINE
AUSTRALIA

AUSTRIA

BAHAMAS

BAHRAIN

BANGLADESH
BARBADOS
BELGIUM
BELIZE

BENIN

BOLIVIA
BOTSWANA
BRAZIL

BRUNEI
BUREINA FAS50

BURMA

CAMEROON
CANADA
CHAD
CIHILE
COLOMBIA
CYPRUS

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

-
DHELITARRK

DOMIHTITAN REPUBLIC

ECUADOR
EGYPT
EIRE

ETHIOPIA

FIJl
FINLAND
FR GEEMANY

FRANCE

GABON

GAMBIA

GHANA

GREECE

GREMADA

GUINEA (CONAKRY)

GUYANA

HOMNDURAS

HOMNG KONG

ICELAND
INDIA
INDONESIA
[RAN

I1RAQ

[SRAEL

ITALY

IVORY COAST

JAMAICA
JAPAN

JORDAN

KENYA

KUWAIT

LEBANON
LESGTHO
LIBERTIA
LIGYA

LUXEMBURG

MALAGASY

MALAWI

MALAYSIA
MALDIVE ISLANDS
MALI

MEXICO

MOROQCCO

MOZAMBIQUE

NIGER

HMIGERTA




NORWAY

MAN

PAKISTAN

PANAMA

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
PARAGUAY

PDR YEMEN

PERU

PHILIPPINES
POLAND

PORTUGAL

PR CHINA

QATAR

REPUBLIC CF KOREA
ROMANIA

RWANDA

SAUDI ARABIA
SENEGAL

SEYCHELLES

SIERRA LEOHNE
SINGAPORE
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sthrnlIA

SPALD

SRT LANEKA

ST VINCENT

SUDAN

SURINAM

SWAZILAND

SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND

SYRIA

TANZANIA

THATLAND

TOGO

TRINIDAD &

TUNISIA

TURKEY

UAE

UGANDA

URUGUARY

USA

VENEZUELA

YUGOSLAVIA

LAMBIA

ZIMAADWE

TOBAGO




13 July 1987

Mr David Alton (Liverpool, Mossley Hill): To ask the Secretary
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what information
he has as to whether the King of Morocco, or any member of his
party, will be meeting representatives of any armaments

manufacturers at any stage during his state visit beginning on
14th July; and if he will make a statement,

No W192

MR DAVID MELLOR

Representatives of a large number of British companies,
including some with interests in arms manufacture, have been

invited to functions during King Hassan's State Visit.




Monday 13th July 1987

(Answered by the Prime Minister on Monday 13th July)

UNSTARRED Mr Tam Dalyell: To ask the
Mo, 29
(W)

Prime Minister,
for what reason it is not the practice of Hov
Majesty's Government to answer Parliamentary
Questions about the operation of arms export
control procedures in relation to individual
countries; and if she will make a statement.

THE PRIME MINISTER:

Successive Governments have agreed that it would not be
1n the public interest to disclose details of the operation

of arms export control procedures.
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13 July 1987

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what is the total
number of British diplomats remaining in British interests
sections of friendly powers accredited to the Syrian Arab
Republic, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the People's Socialist
Libyan Arab Jamahirya; and what are the equivalent number of
persons purporting to be diplomats from those same countries
currently based in friendly embassies in Britain.

No

W26

MRS LYNDA CHALKER

There are three diplomatic staff in the British Interests
Section of the Australian Embassy in Damascus, one in the British
Interests Section of the Italian Embassy in Tripoli and one in

the British Interests Section of the Swedish Embassy in Tehran.

There are three diplomatic staff

ot the Lebanese Embassy

Section of the Saudi Arabian Embassy and one

Embassy.

in London,

in the Syrian Interests Section
one in the Libyan Interests

in the Iranian




13 July 1987

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether he will make
a statement on his meeting with representatives of the League of
Arab States on 9th July regarding the war between Iran and Iragq.

No Wl22

MR DAVID MELLOR

At their request a delegation from the Arab League, led by
the Foreign Minister of Jordan, visited London on 9 July to
discuss the Iran/Iraq conflict. Similar delegations have visited
the capitals of the other Permanent Membérs of the UN Security
Council. They had talks with my right honourable and learned
Friend the Foreign Secretary and with my right honourable Friend

the Prime Minister.

We emphasised our deep concern over the continuation of the
conflict, which threatens the stability of the region and freedom

of navigation in the GulE.

The delegation expressed gratitude for our continuing
efforts in New York, and all were agreed on the value of current
UN activity aimed at an early mandatory Security Council

Resolution.
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Monday 13th July 1987

(Answered by the Prime Minister on Monday 13th July)

UNSTARRED Mr Michael Latham: To ask the Prime Minister,

No. 123 whether she will make a statement on the acticon

(W) being taken by Her Majesty's Government to bring
about the release of Mr Terry Waite and other
persons held captive by terrorist groups 1n
Lebanon.

THE PRIME MINISTER: .

We are pursuing every reasonable lead, through our staff
in Beirut and elsewhere and by maintaining close and requlats

contact with those concerned at Lambeth Palace, Lo try

Yy to

establish the whereabouts of Mr Waite, as waell as the fate

of the other British hostages held in Lebanon.




13 July 1987

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether he will list
all known examples of involvement in terrorist incidents since
1974 of persons purporting to be diplomats accredited to the
embassies in London of the Syrian Arab Republic, the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the People's Socialist Libyan Arab
Jamahirya, indicating in each case whether any diplomats
subsequently returned to their country of origin at the request
of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

No w27

MR DAVID MELLOR

In April 1984 the staff and occupants of the Libyan People's
Bureau in St James's Square were expelled following an incident
in which WPC Yvonne Fletcher was murdered by a shot fired from

the People's Bureau.

Following the arrest of Nezan Hindawi in April 1986 the
Syrian Ambassador was asked to waive the diplomatic immunity of
three attachés on his staff to enable police to question thenm
about their involvement with Hindawi. When the Syrian
authorities refused to meet our request we informed the
Ambassador that we required the attachés to be withdrawn within

seven days.

On 24 October 1986, following the conviction of Nezar
Hindawi we announced that the UK was breaking off diplomatic
relations with Syria. The Ambassador and the remaining seventeen
members of his staff were given seven days in which to leave the

counktry.




E.R. _
Monday, 15th July, 1987

WrittenHo. 102

W kr Cllve Soley (Hamwersmith): To ask the Secretary of State for
the Home Department, how many incidents of International terrorism
there have veen in: (a) the Metropolitan Police Area, and
(b) the rest of dritaln during the tollowing periods:
(1) Ist January 1981 to 29th March 1984, and (b) since
3Ut?lHaTch 1984 to the latest date ror which rigures are
avallabole.

MR _DUUGLAS HURY

statistics in the form requested are not avaiiable. 1he
rollowing table sets out the terrorist incidents which have taken
place in Great dritain since 1981, These do not include incidents
apparently caused by extremlst nationalist or anarchist groups
based In creat dritain, or by extremist animal rights activists, i

May -
December
1941 L982 L9817 1984 Lufls L 986
Shooting incidents - 1 - ] Z E
Bombing incidents
exploded 9 ! h i i
nentralised or Failed
to explode L 2 I s I - g
Arson attacks - =
Kiauappings + . !

Hi jacking of aircraft - 1




E.R.

Monday, 13th July, 1937

Written o, 25

W Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the secretary of
State for tne Home Department, whether any Arab terrorists were
subsequently identifled by police inquiries as responsible for
the Incident on 3rd June 1985 when a bomb was placed outside
the Syrian Embassy in London: and whether any charges were
subsequently brought against any person or persons.

MR_DOUGLAS HURD

No one has been charged in connection with this incldent.,
A suspect was arrested by the Italian authorities on 2 July 1985
In Rome In connection with the investigation of a number of
terrorist offences throughout Europe. He was questioned by the
Metropolitan Police about the bomb at the Syrian Embassy in
London on 3 June 1985. He has since been charged with an offence
under [tallan law and Is at present awaiting trial in Italy,




Monday 13th July 1987

(Answered by the Prime Minister on Monday 13th July)

UNSTARRED Mr Michael Latham: To ask the Prime Minister,

No. 123 whether she will make a statement on the action

(W) being taken by Her Majesty's Government to bring
about the release of Mr Terry Waite and other
persons held captive by terrorist groups 11
IL.ebanon.

THE PRIME MINLSTER:

We are pursuing every reasonable lead, through our stalf

in Beirut and elsewhere and by maintaining close and rcgula:
contact with those concerned at Lambeth Palace, Lo try to
establish the whereabouts of Mr Waite, as well as the fate

of the other British hostages held in Lebanon.




13 July 1987

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether he will list
all known examples of involvement in terrorist incidents since
1974 of persons purporting to be diplomats accredited to the
embassies in London of the Syrian Arab Republic, the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the People's Socialist Libyan Arab
Jamahirya, indicating in each case whether any diplomats
subsequently returned to their country of origin at the request
of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

No W27

MR DAVID MELLOR

In April 1984 the staff and occupants of the Libyan People's
Bureau in 5t James's Square were expelled following an incident
in which WPC Yvonne Fletcher was murdered by a shot fired from

the People's Bureau.

Following the arrest of Nezan Hindawi in April 1986 the
Syrian Ambassador was asked to waive the diplomatic immunity of
three attachés on his staff to enable police to question them
about their involvement with Hindawi. When the Syrian
authorities refused to meet our request we informed the
Ambassador that we required the attachés to be withdrawn within

saven days.

On 24 October 1986, following the conviction of Nezar
Hindawi we announced that the UK was breaking off diplomatic
relations with Syria. The Ambassador and the remaining seventeen
members of his staff were given seven days in which to leave the

country.




Eil{l

Wri

W Hr Clive Soley (Hammersmit

Monday,

tten o, 102

| h): 10 ask the Secretary of State for
the Home Department, how many incidents of international terrorism

i5th July,

198/

there have veen in: (a) the Metropolitan Police Area, and
(b) the rest of Britain during the following periods:
(1) 1st January 1981 to 29th March 1984, and (v) since

3Jth Harch 1984 to the latest date ror which figures are

availaple.

MR DUUGLAS HURY

statistics in the form requested are not avallable,

rollowing table sets out the terrorist incidents which have taken

place In Great Britain since 1981. These do not include incidents

The

apparently caused by exitremlst nationalist or anarcnist groups

pased In oreat dritain, or by extremist animal rights activists.
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E.R.

Monday., 13th July, 1937

Written o, 25

W Mr_Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of
State for tne Home Department, whether any Arab terrorists were
subsequently identified by police inquiries as responsible for
the Inclident on 3rd June 1985 when a bomb was placed outside
the Syrian Embassy in London: and whether any charges were
subsequently brought against any person or persons.

MR _DOUGLAS HURD

Mo one has been charged in connection with this incldent,
A suspect was arrested by the Italian authorities on 2 July 1985
In Rome In connection with the Investigation of a number of
terrorist offences throughout Europe. He was questioned by the
Metropolitan Police about the bomb at the Syrian Embassy In
London on 3 June 1985. He has since been charged with an offence
under [tallan law and 1s at present awalting trial in Italy,




s o>

EEC DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SYRIA
BBC WORLD SERVICE "24 HOURS" MONDAY 13 JULY 1987

FPRESENTER

And with the Iranian problems in mind, no doubt, the French foreign minister
was among the European Community foreign ministers who met in Copenhangen
today and decided to relax diplomatic sanctions against Syria. A series of
measures were imposed 8 months ago after evidence of Syrian involvement in an
attempt to blow up an Israeli airliner in London but today, EEC ministers took
one step back, deciding to resume high level contacts with Syria.  However,
the British foreign secretary, Sor Geoffrey Howe, made it clear that Britain
would not be resuming diplomatic relations, broken off after the incident,
though going along today with the Community s decision.

HOWE

Syria has moved against Abu Nidal offices in Damascus, a longstanding demand
by Britain and other western goverrment. That is welcomed as far as it goes.
It reflects the success of concerted western approach. The Syria action is
only a limited step down the road to abandoning terrorism and the 12 [?] have
decided today to respond in proportion so we haven’t ... last November, namely
the ban on high level visits [?] Britain will not itself resume contacts at
that level but we have no objection if others do so.
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13 July 1987

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether he will
outline the action which he has initiated at the United MNations
to protest about the arbitrary execution of members of the Baha'i

faith in the Islamic Republic of Iran; and whether he will make
a statement.

No W2l

MR DAVID MELLOR

For the last five years (including 1987) we have
co-sponsored the Resolution on human rights in Iran at the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR). These Resolutions
urged the Iranian Government to respect the human rights
standards set out in the instruments to which it is party. The
Resolutions also established and renewed the appointment of the
Commission's Special Representative on Iran, including a specific

mandate to investigate the treatment of Baha'is.

In 1985 and 1986 we also co-sponsored the Resolutions on

human rights in Iran at the United Nations General Assembly.




13 July 1987

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of

State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will raise with
the United Nations Human Rights Commission allegations of the use
of an electric guillotine to cut off fingers of prisoners during

1986 in the Islamic Republic of Iran detailed in a recent report

by Amnesty International.

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will raise with
the United Nations Human Rights Commission allegations of stoning
to death of at least eight people during 1986 in the Islamic

Republic of Iran detailed in a recent report by Amnesty
International.

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melton): To ask the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will raise with
the United Nations Human Rights Commission allegations of the use
ot torutre, including floggings and mock executions in the
Islamic Republic of Iran detailed in a recent report by Amnesty
International.

Nos W22, W23 and W24

MR DAVID MELLOR

For the last five years, including 1987, we have
co-sponsored the Resolution on Human Rights in Iran at the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights, At the next session of the

UNCHR in February 1988, we will again make clear our continued

abhorrence of all violations of human rights in Iran.




EMBASSY OF ISRAEL X DM

2 PALACE GREEN
LONDON W8 408 p'[}'l"-j
Telophone: 01-537 8050

™nen Tinha a'y
1987 *9123 9
1879 : 1')InYo

o
(ﬂ, 2 D1 1 R

A 0 3 3 f} 177319/23% I p¥1Y @ onen

ororhant INN:baInYM8a 73197 ¢ 11730

731772 10RAY Anoa DNIAWNY DInSeNEn orpnmiy nBad
1713153 DYANTYND OY9TWRN NEY3a B.7.87-3 Bianbqsn
1227pY AI0Y 21D ,PRIYY L INTYNNR 0707590 2980n niaad

- 1K2 MYJnpd1an nr7emn My ar myn

A2l a3

*hy pay

T39mn @ pRnyn




Wednesday. 8th July, 1887

Written No.18

| Mr George Robertson (Hamilton): To ask the Secretary of State for
the Home Department, how many visas have been refused, curtalled,
or revoked for personnel who work In the Iranian office complex .
at 4 Victoria Street, London SW1,

MR TIM RENTON

The offlce complex at 4 Victoria Street, London SW1, houses
a number of separate [ranlan undertakings. The activities of these
offices are monitored closely and while no action has yet been taken &
of the kind to which the hon Member refers, as with any forelan
national applying to come to or remain in the United Kingdom,
Iranians working there will continue to be expected to meet the
requirements of the Immigration Rules.




Wesdnesay, 8th July, 1987
Written No. 31

W Mr. Robert Parry (Liverpool, Riverslde): To ask the Secretary
of State for the Home Department if he will list the number
of political refugees in the United Kln?dom from Iran, Iraq,
Libya and Syria at the most recent available date,

MR. TIM RENTON

In the elght years between 1979 and 1986, the numbers
of natlonals of Iran, Iragq, Libya and Syria granted refugee

status in the United Kingdom were about 5,220, 440, 130 and 30
respectively. Figures for earllier years are not available, It

Is not known how many of those granted refugee status have
remained in this country.
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Friday Volume 118
26 June 1987 No. &

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT *®

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Foreign Affairs '

-

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealih
Alfairs (Sir Geoffrey Howe): This is the first foreign afTairs
debate of the new Parliament, an important occasion

On the subject of human rights, it is relevant to reflect
on the impact on human rights of the Soviet occupation
of Afghanistan. It is an imsight into the attitude of the
Soviet Union to these questions. In Europe, we have a
unique framework for pursuing these questions —
namely, the Helsinki commitments and the C5CE process.
Those commitments were freely entered into by the Saviet
Union and her allies. The Russian performance in living
up to the Helsinki commitments will inevitably, and quite
rightly, be seen as a touchstone of its good faith in other
respects.

During the election campaign I was struck, as perhaps
were other hon. Members, by the number of people who
raised with me the question of human nghts. [ was struck
also by the strength of feeling with which they did so. [
think that the whole House will join me in stressing the
importance of improving Soviet performance on human
rights. In the last few months there has been some increase
in the rate of Jewish emigration that it allows. Again [
hope that the whale House will agree with me when I say
that we look for further substantial improvements in that
respect.




House of Commons
Friday 26 June 1987 &

Foreign Affairs

[Sir Geoffrey Howe]

A better climate of East-West relations would also
make a number of regional issues casier to deal with,
although by itself it will not solve them. This is one of the
challenges to which the Government will respond in the
years ahead—the promotion of peaceful settlements to
some of the endemic disputes in the middle east, Southern
Africa and more widely. That task is made much harder
by the fact that so often the nations and cultures that are
involved in these disputes are themselves disintegrating or
are internally fragmented.

One vivid example of that sad disintegration is the
Labanon. When President Gemayel was here recently, we
made clear to him our continuing support for Lebanon's
territorial unity and integrity. However, we cannot close
our eyes to the tragic divisions in Lebanese society—the
bitter fighting and the continuing presence of foreign
troops. [ am sure that the House will join me in paying
tribute to the dedication of our Beirut embassy, which is
continuing to work in very difficult and dangerous
circumstances. Like all of us, it is watching for any
encouraging signs about our hostages. The lack of firm
news is agonising for the families, who have our deepest
sympathy. The continuing detention of innocent people is
a constant reminder of the suffering that terrorism inflicts.

Such outrages do not benefit the terrorists’ cause. Quite
the reverse; they stiffen our resolve to stand firm. That
policy is widely respected around the world. We remain in
the forefront of concerted international efforts to prevent
terrorist outrages and to reduce the room for manoceuvre
for those who perpetrate them.

We need to take account of the root causes of terrorism;
not to excuse them, but to understand them. That is part
of the importance of the central Arab-Israel issue. We
discussed that again this week with Foreign Minister
Peres. [t is no platitude to say that the Government remain
deeply concerned about the lack of progress towards a
negotiated settlement.

We and our European partners firmly support the
principle of an international conference. It remains the
most practical way forward to negotiations between the
parties that are directly concerned. [t would help to
enhance Israel’s security and lead to justice for the
Palestinian people. In our view, the conference should act
as a framework within which direct negotiations between
the parties can take place. [t should not have the nght to
impose solutions, nor to veto agreements that are reached
between the parties. Britain is, as ever, ready to play her
full part. Indeed, our history and responsibilities in the
Security Council as a permanent member make it our duty
to do so.

Much preparation will be needed before any conference
can succeed. We welcome the efforts that have already
been made, notably by Mr. Peres and His Majesty King
Hussein, to reach agreement on arrangements for a
conference, and those efforts should be energetically
pursued.

No opportunity must be missed to take a major step
forward in the process. All the permanent members of the
Security Council and other parties should be involved. My
right hon. Friend the Prime Minister is looking forward
to discussing this further next month when she sees King
Hussein in London and President Reagan in Washington.

Mr. Cyril D. Townsend (Bexleyheath): Will my right
hon. and learned Friend spell out the Government's
position with regard to the Palestinian Liberation
Organisation being invited to take part in such a
conference, bearing in mind, whether we like it or not that
it represents the views of the Palestinian people? .

: Sir Geoffrey Howe: I understand my hon. Friend's
interest in that important question but I shall not try to
spell out the precise form of representation at the
conference because, as he will recognise, it is one of the
most important questions. Plainly, and [ think that there
15 a concensus on this, Israel, her neighbours and the
permanent members should be represented at the
conference, but it is equally clear that proper Palestinian
representation must be assured as well. I hope that my
hon. Friend will forgive me if [ do not go further now, but
we are lreading in a sector which is of importance to all
those who potentially wish to take part in this conference.

I turn now to the other main middle eastern question
— the Iran-Iraq conflict, about which we are deeply
disturbed. [tis a shocking fact that hundreds of thousands
of young lives have been lost in this senseless fight. The
number of deaths is now about the same as Britain's losses
in the trench warfare of the first world war. Iran and Irag
should realise the damage that the fighting does to the
stability of the region. They must start loo king realistica
for a peaceful settlement. '

The role of the United Nation's Secretary General is
critical in that, and that is why we and the other four
permanent members have been discussing how to
stimulate progress. The Security Council met in informal
session earlicr this week. We want to mobilise the full
authority of the United Nations to bring home to both
belligerents the need to stop fighting and start talking. Our
hope is that before long a resolution can be put forward
which will command the necessary degree of support. Such
progress will reduce the threat to freedom of navigation in
the Gulf, which has increased in recent months. The attack
on the USS Stark showed the high rsk of miscalculation
of cun!’rontation. Royal Navy ships in the region are
protecting our right to free navigation. Already this year
they have successfully accompanied |19 merchant ships.
They are not there to seek confrontation. Their presence
is designed to protect genuine British interests, and we
oppose any action which would increase tension in this
important international waterway.




House of Commons
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Foreign Affairs

Mr. Nigel Spearing (Newham, South): Has the Foreign
Secretary noticed the speculation in Washington on this
topic using the words, “A surgical operation” and
comparing it to potential fruits claimed from the
Falklands and Grenada? Does he agree that there is always
a risk in any surgical operation, including that of
gangrene?

Sir Geolfrey Howe: | am not sure that [ follow the point
that the hon. Gentleman has made in his analogy, but he
is right to draw attention to the need to avoid any action
that increases tension in the area. The situation is tense,
and no one wants to make matters worse in any sense. It
is a topic that 1 look forward to discussing later today,
along with other regional issues with my colleague from
Oman, Mr. Yusul Alawi,

That brings me to the question of our relations with
fran. The level of our relations has been sharply reduced
in recent weeks. | want to emphasise quite clearly that that
has been their choice, not ours. The House will not need
to be reminded of the Iranians’ violent abduction of Mr.
Edward Chaplin, who was our No. 2 in Iran. Such
behaviour undermines the basis on which Governments
deal with each other. We were right to react strongly to
such an incident and our partners and allies understand
why we did so. Nevertheless, we remain ready to build a
constructive long-term relationship with Iran. But that can
only happen on the basis of strict reciprocity of
representation. We are interested in the substance of
relations between states, not in the preservation of an
empty shell. On that basis we ask that others respect, as
we do, the civilised code of diplomatic behaviour. Our
consistent approach to matters of that kind has set a
standard which is widely respected.

Mr. Denis Healey (Leeds, East):

As the Foreign Secretary rightly said,
however, the immediate danger arises in the middle east,
though also in south-west Asia, because the conflict
between Israel and the Arabs is still unsettled and because
of the prolonged, tragic and bloody war between Iraq and
Iran. In the past few years, [ have often reflected upon the
words of my favourite poet:

»and what rough beast, its hour come round at last,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born™”

The risk that a conflict in the middle east during the
period of this Government would drag in the United States
and the Soviet Union is very real. I wish that 1 had more
confidence in the will and ability of the American
Administration to face those dangers rationally. In the
past two years we have seen President Reagan sub-
contract American policy in the middle east to an
unbalanced middle-ranking officer who privatised the
policy by involving a motley crew of retired generals and
business men of all countries and none. The result was that
he allowed Israel to manipulate American policy and
involve America in sending arms to Iran. That made

America enemies throughout the Arab world. When this
seedy imbroglio finally came to light—and we have not
heard the end of it yet by any means—President Reagan
treated an attack by an Iragi aircraft on an American
destroyer as an excuse for reversing his policy towards Iran
and instead threatened to bomb the territory of a country
to which he had been supplying arms for the previous three
years if a local naval commander suspected the possibility
of an attack. The rules of engagement given to American
ships in the Gulf are hornfically dangerous in the present
circumstances.

Mr. Howard Baker, the President’s excellent new chief
adviser in the White House, suggested the other day that
it would be sensible to arrange commeon action between ‘
Russia and the United States to safeguard shipping in the
Gulf. [ solidly agree with Mr. Baker. However, he was
slapped down by someone in Washington within hours of
making that suggestion. I believe that his suggestion is the
only possible way to move towards greater stability in the
Gulf. It would set a very encouraging precedent for the
international conference, which would help to tackle the
settlement of the Arab Israeli problem which the Foreign
Secretary endorsed this afternoon.

It is intolerable that the British Government should
appear to go along with the American claim that the Gulf
is an American lake or that if Nicaragua is in America’s
back yard, the gulf is in America’s front parlour.

Mr. Cyril D, Townsend |Bexleyheath):

I hope that the Government will be unsparing in their
attempts to get the Isracli forces of occupation in southern
Lebanon to move out of that country. They have no
conceivable right to be there so long after their last
invasion of the Lebanon. It is monstrous that UNIFIL
— the international force in the Lebanon — that is
supported from our British bases in Cyprus, is not allowed
up to the internationally recognised boundary with [srael.

[ also hope the Government will be unceasing in their
attempts to find out what is happening in those prison
camps that Israel has set up in south Lebanon. Amnesty
International has produced an extremely good report on
what is apparently going on in one of those camps called
Khiam. We, as Members of Parliament and individual
citizens, must rely on the Government of the day to help
us to find out what is happening and to protest in the
strongest language on our behalf to the [sraeli authorities.
It is also monstrous that individual Lebanese citizens are
taken into Israel and kept in captivity with the absolute
minimum of any form of legal process.
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Foreign Affairs

{Mr. Townsend]

[ wish to turn to the extraordinary and exciting
prospect of an international conference on the middle east.
Will the United States play the part that it will need to play
if we are to make progress? [ briefly intervened in the
speech of my right hon. and learned Friend the Foreign
Secretary, because it seemed essential to me that the
Palestinian Liberation Organisation should be invited to
take part in that conference.

A couple of years ago | visited the occupied West Bank
and Gaza. [n the slums and the degradation and despair
of those settlements [ met Palestinian after Palestinian who
made it absolutely clear that, as far as they were
concerned, the PLO represented them. The King was not
their representative, but according to eight out of 10
people the PLO did. Il we are to make progress on the
crucial issue of the middle east and the new Palestinian
state, we must involve the representatives of the
Palestinian people. 1 hope that my Government will not
continue to duck this point as they have been inclined to
do in previous years.

Of course, Syria must be involved in the search for a
peaceful settlement. That brings our attention to the fact
that we have still been unable to restore diplomatic
relations with Syria. That country has a major role to play
in the middle east and is of great importance to that area.
I believe that we were absolutely right to expel the Syrian
ambassador and his stafT, but there is a French saying, “To
govern is to foresee.” Before long 1 hope that we shall see
the resumption of low level diplomatic relations between
our country and Syria.

Some of my colleagues are in favour of cutting off
diplomatic relations, but I say to them that the countries
with which we most need diplomatic relations are not nice,
sensible places like Switzerland. Any fool could be
ambassador in Switzerland, and | would volunteer my
services tomorrow. It is the froward children of the
international community, the awkward squad, and those
who treat their citizens abominably with whom we need
diplomatic relations. Those are the countries where British
subjects need some protection and help and where British
business men need support. | call upon the Government
to do all they can to resume diplomatic relations with Syria
ere long.

During the election campaign we were all conscious of
the mounting tension in the Gulf. | am a strong supporter
of the United MNations. The only thing wrong with the
United MNations is its 160 individual members who do not
use that organisation properly. 1 could not help but notice
that when the multinational force withdrew from Beirut
some years ago the British Government handed the
problem over to the United Nations. We had tried, but it
was all very difficult; the Americans had tried, but it was
was all very difficult. It was left to the United Nations,
which, in previous years, has not been our most blue-gyed
boy. I would like to see the Government show some
support for the concept of United Nations control of the
waterways of the Gulf. It is curious that at the moment
there are American, British and Soviet warships
accompanying — | gather that that is the OK word,

rather than escorting—international ships going about
their legal and proper duties in the Gulf.

I do not believe that the United States alone or the
European Community or NATO should have responsibil-
ity for such shipping. It must be controlled by an
international organisation. I look to the United Nations
lu_q!ay a part, and I shall be interested to hear the
Minister’s thoughts on greater UN involvement in the
Guif when she replies this afternoon.

I should like to end where I began. When I was first in
Cyprus as a young soldier, [ went to Beirut, courtesy of the
Royal Navy. | remember how struck [ was with the
L:!:am::n of those days. There there were marvellous
um:vemrju. schools, roads and banks. It was the
:Smtzzrlami of the middle east. To be honest, [ was more
interested in the night clubs and the contents therein, but
I sl-tall not go into that. But it wasa Prosperous, suc
nation. | was invited back in 1982 to observe
presidential elections, with colleagues from different
parties. [ was appalled by the damage that had overtaken
l;l_'m'r. prosperous and successful country. Surely there is a
simple lesson there. While that country may have had
good universities, schools and roads, it did not have good
defence forces. The Syrians, Israelis and Palestinians have
all moved into that territory to conduct their operations
and campaigns on that nation's soil. If we want peace,
good universities, schools, and so on, we must be prepared
to defend our own borders in the most appropriate way.
The noble Lord Home, when he was Foreign Secretary,
used the phrase, “to deal in conciliation from a basis of
strength.” That has been the traditional approach of the

Conservative Government. [ look forward to it continuing
over this Parliament.

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (Mrs. Lynda Chalker):

My hon. Friend the Member for Bexleyheath also we
on to talk about the middle east. He spoke particula
about the conflict in the Gulf at present. He referred to the
dreadful conflict, and it is dreadful. Many hon. Members
consider that the Uniled Mations activity is moving
forward perhaps all too slowly. I can tell my hon. Friend
that the United Nations Secretary General has been
consulting the parties involved and has made his good
offices available. The five permanent Security Council
!m:mh:rs _hav: agreed the text of a drafi resolution, and it
is now being discussed with other members of the Security
Council. That draft resolution covers a cease-fire
withdrawal and an exchange of prisoners. The work is b;
no means complete yet, but we sincerely hope that the
Secretary General of the United Mations, and indeed the
Security Council, will be able 1o bring influence to bear on
both sides to cease the terrible fighting that is going on in
the Gulf at present,

My hon. Friend the Member for Bexleyheath went on
to talk about the middle east and the need for an
international conference. He will know that this week my
right hon. Friend the Prime Minister and my right hon.
and learned Friend the Foreign Secretary met Mr. Shimon
Peres. An international conference on the middle east is
very much in everyone's mind at present. We sincerely
hope that, when such a conference comes about, there will
be representation of the Palestinians as their future will be
being discussed. The parties concerned are the ones to
agree on the most appropriate formula to bring that about.
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OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Saudi Arabia

33. Mrs. Dunwoody asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what follow-up
discussions he plans concerning the middle east in the light
of the visit by King Fahd in March; and what is Her
Majesty's Government's policy towards re-establishing
diplomatic ties with Syria in the absence of any statement
by that country renouncing its role in international
terrorism,

Mr. Renton: We are in regular discussion with the Saudi
Government on a wide range of regional and international
issues. The state visit ol King Fahd was a most useful
opportunity to pursue our dialogue at the highest level. On
Syria we have made it clear that there is no prospect of the
re-establishment of our diplomatic links until we have
evidence, over time. of a change in Syrian support lor
lerrorism.

35. Mrs. Renée Short asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth affairs what effect problems
associated with the finalisation of payment terms for
previously agreed defence contracts between Britain and
Saudi Arabia have had on relations between the two
countries,

Mr. Renton: There are no major problems. [ am glad

to say that United Kingdom-Saudi relations remain
excellent.
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8. Mr. Robert C. Brown asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if there has been any
progress in gathering support for the United Nations
Secretary General's initiative to bring the Gulf war to an
end.

Mr. Renton: We continue to play a very active role in
discussions within the United Mations aimed at making
progress towards a negotiated settlement of the Iran/Trag
conflict, building on the ideas put forward by the
Secretary-General. Regrettably there are few signs that
serious negotiations are likely to start in the near future.
We will continue to give every support to the Secretary-
General.

Mr. Ernie Roberts asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether Saudi
Arabia has made any specific proposals or requests for
improving regional security in the Gull following the
intensified level of hostilities between Iran and Irag and
the increased threat to international shipping.

Mr. Renton: Saudi Arabia has made no specific
proposals of which we are aware. However, Saudi Arabia,
like other member states of the Gulf Co-operation
Council, has regularly expressed concern about the threat
to shipping in the Gull; we are in agreement about the
need lo preserve freedom of navigation in the area and
remain in close contact on this subject,

Mr Hoyle asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs whether the continued use by Irag
of chemical weapons has been placed on the agenda for the
forthcoming meeting of European Economic Community
Foreign Ministers; and if he will make a statement,

Mr. Renton: No. However, we take every suitable
opportunity, both bilaterally and in concert with our EC
partners, to express our concern to the [raqgis over their
continued use of these abhorrent weapons, and to press for
an early peaceful settlement to this tragic conflict.
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Arab-lsraeli Dispute

3. Mr. Dykes asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs if he will hold discussions
with his European Economic Community counterparts on

the prospects for an international conference to resolve
Arab-Israeli disputes.

Mr. Renton: My right hon. and learned Friend does so
regularly, most recently at the informal meeting of Foreign
Ministers at Corsendonk on 4 and 5 April.

Middle East

28, Mr. Cyril D. Townsend asked the Secretary of Et:.
for Foreign and Commonwealth AfTairs il he will make a
statement on the implications for the peace process in the
middle east of the situation in southern Lebanon.

Mr. Renton: Developments in southern Lebanon have
some effect on the climate for middle east peace
negotiations. We call on the Israclis to complete their
withdrawal from southern Lebanon and on all concerned
to facilitate UNIFIL's deployment, in accordance with its
mandate, to the international border.

30. Mr. Alex Carlile asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Alffairs il any progress has
been made towards setting up a middle east peace
conference.

34. Mr. Walters asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealith Affairs if he will make a
statement on developments aimed at a middle east peace
settlement.

Mr. Renton: We are continuing our efforts to help the
parties to the Arab/Israel conflict reach sufficient common
ground to allow the convening of an international
conference aimed at achieving a comprehensive peace
settlement in the middle east.

"
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FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Passports (Forgery)

4. Mr. Adley asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs what action he intends to take
to prevent further forgery of British passports by Israel or
other foreign states.

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr. Tim Eggar): We deplore
the recent incident involving the misuse of forged Brtish
passports by the Israeli Government. In response to strong
protests, the Israelis gave assurances that there will be no
recurrence. Added secunty features in the machine-
readable passport to be introduced next year should make
forgery more difficult and more detectable.

Mr. Adley: Can my hon. Friend confirm that that has
been done on three occasions, and that it was done with
the full knowledge of the Israeli Government, and that the
British Government have no information about what use
was made of those passports? Does my hon. Friend not
think that a light slap on the wrist to the Israeli
ambassador for that grotesque deception is in marked
contrast to what the Government's reaction would have
been should such deception have been carried out by an

Arab Government? Why are there double standards in this
case?

Mr. Eggar: There are no double standards. | assure my
hon. Friend that his information is correct. This is the
third time on which such an incident has occurred, but we
have made it perfectly clear to Israel that such behaviour
by a friendly Government is completely unacceptable and
bound to prejudice our relations. We have sought and
secured a calegorical assurance of non-recurrence.
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15. Mr. Allen McKay asked the Secretary of State for
Forcign and Commonwealth Affairs whether, during his
receni visit to Moscow, he discussed with the Soviet
Foreign Minister the proposed international forum on
human rights.

Mr. Renton: Yes, Sir. My right hon. and learned Friend
drew Mr. Shevardnadze's attention to this proposal,
tabled by Western delegations at Vienna, and urged that
it be given serious consideration.

Mr. McKay: Does the Minister agree that, in
discussions on human rights with the Soviet Union or any
other country, our voice would be stronger, and more
notice taken of it if we expressed our views on human
rights in countries such as South Africa and Saudi Arabia
on which this Government seem to be strangely silent?

Mr. Renton: The hon. Gentleman is incorrect. We raise
our voice about abuses ol human nights wherever they
occur, whether in Chile, South Africa or Indonesia, and
when we think that there is a genuine case.

Mr. Janner: When the Foreign and Cummunweap
Secretary and the Prime Minister were in Moscow a
discussed human rights issues, their approaches on the
persecution of Jewish people in that country were much
appreciated by both sides of the House. However, have
any people allowed out of prison, labour camp or exile
been released from the soviet Union or must those such as
Ida MNudel, Viadimir Slepak, who was on hunger stnke,
and Josef Begun, simply be left to rot in Moscow instead
of being allowed out of the country in accordance with the
universal declaration of human rights?

Mr. Renton: | take the hon. and learned Gentleman's
point and thank him for his kind words about the work
done by the Prime Minister and my right hon. and learned
Friend the Foreign Secretary on the issue of the Jewish
refuseniks and others. The hon. and learned Gentleman is
right in pointing out that it is not enough to be released
from a prison camp or 4 gulag. It is now necessary for
some of those who have been released to obtain their exit
visas. We shall work towards that. The hon. and learned
Gentleman might like to know about one of the family
reunification cases raised by my right hon. and learned
Friend the Secretary of State. Mrs. Anna Abdulkadyrova
has just received permission to leave the Soviet Union to
visit her daughter in this country.
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USSR (Human Rights)

1%. Mr. Lawrence asked the Secretary of State for .

Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether during his
recent visit to Moscow, he had an opportunity to raise
with the Soviet Foreign Minister the plight of the long-
term refuseniks: and whether he received any assurances
on the subject of the reunification of divided families

Mr. Renton: My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister
and my right hon. and learned Friend both raised the
question of refuseniks and urged that all who wished to
leave the Soviet Union should be allowed to do so, Mr.
Gorbachev said that the Soviet Union was considenng the
question of exit visas and reunification of families with the
utmost care, and with positive results where possible.

25. Mr. Alton asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs what recent representations
he has received concerning human nights abuses in the
Soviet Union,

Mr. Renton: A very large number. These were fully
taken into account in conversations my right hon. Friend
the Prime Minister and my right hon. and learned Friend
had in Moscow on this issue.
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Written Answers to Questions
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Israel

Mr. Adley asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Alffairs if he will make a statement on
discussions with the Israeli Government concerning forged
passports used by agents of the Israeli Government ; what
assurances he has received from that Government that
there will be no repetition of this behaviour; what impact
he anticipates this behaviour will have on travellers to and
visitors in adjacent Arab countries; and if he will make a
statement

Mr. Renton: We protested in strong terms to the Israeli
Government at the misuse of forged British passports and
sought an assurance that such unacceptable behaviour
would not be allowed to happen again. The possible
implications for British citizens in the Middle East were
among the points which we raised with the Israelis. The
Isrueli Government subsequently expressed regret and
informed us that steps had been taken to avoid
recurrences. On the basis of these assurances we regard the
incident us closed,
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Israel

Mr. Marlow asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs if he will seek to make it the
policy of the European community to make any further
granting of EEC trade concessions to Israel dependent on
progress by that country towards a peaceful solution to the
middle east conflict.

Mr. Renton: No. We do not believe that such action

would help our objective of bringing all the parties to the
Arab-Israel dispute together for constructive negotiations,
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Mr. Oakes asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department (1) if he will hold discussions with other EEC
countries to obtain a common system of security to
prevent the forgery of passports;

{2) what research has been conducted to ensure the
security of British passports against forgery;

(3) what steps he is taking to ensure that British
passports are protected from forgery by the highest
standards of modern technology;

(4) how many instances of forged British passports have
been discovered by his Department in each of the last five
years;

(5) if he is satisfied with the security of the present
British passport against forgery; and if he will make a
statement.

Passports

Mr. Waddington: No passport can be immune from
abuse, and a careful watch is therefore maintained by the
passport department and the immigration service to check
such abuse of British passports. In 1986, the only complete
year for which figures are available, some 170 cases were
recorded where passport details had been altered in
various ways, and nine counterfeit documents were
discovered. The security features to be incorporated in the
common EC format machine readable passport due for
issue from July 1988 will take account of experience gained
so far.

While adopting common security features in all EC
passports would not necessanly have operational
advantages, there is close co-operation with our European
partners. During its presidency of the Community last
year, the United Kingdom prompted an initiative further
to enhance this co-operation by ensuring the exchange of
information and expertise so that, where abuse is detected,
all states are able to respond to it,
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Passports .

Mr. Adley asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth  Affairs what is Her Majesty's
Government's policy towards foreign Governments who
are proven o have forged British passports for use by their
agents; and il he will make a statement.

Mr. Eggar: We take the greatest exceplion to such
actions by foreign Governments and make this clear, as
well as seeking firm assurances against any recurrence of
such unacceptable behaviour,
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Volume 112
MNo. 75

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Oral Answers to Questions
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Postal Communications

3. Mr. Sumberg asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether the United
Kingdom delegation to the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe review conference in Vienna will
roise the subject of the free movement of postal
communications between the United Kingdom and
countries in eastern Europe; and if he will make a
statement.

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth
Office (Mr. Tim Renton): Our delegation has already
raised this issue in debate on a number of occasions. With
other Western countries, we have tabled a proposal aimed
at ensuring freedom of transit of postal communications.

Mr. Sumberg: | am grateful for my hon. Friend’s reply,
butl does he not agree that the Soviet record in these
matiers is a yardstick by which their general commitment
to human rights should be judged? Will my hon. Friend
advise our pariners in Europe and at the Vienna
conference that no agreement should be reached with the
Soviets until the subject of the free movement of postal
communications can be sorted out?

Mr. Renton: My hon. Friend is right when he says lh:?

freedom of postal communications is one area where we
should be watching carefully porgress on the Soviet side.
That is inherent in the implementation of the Helsinki final
act, and we shall be pressing the Soviets continually on
that point.

Mr. David Atkinson: 1s my hon. Friend aware that
many of the recently released Soviet dissidents have
retuned home in very bad health but that Soviet law
currently prevents the mailing of medical supplies to them
from the West? Will he take up this matter in Vienna and

also when my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister goes
to Moscow?

Mr. Renton: | thank my hon. Friend for drawing our
attention lo that matler. [ shall certainly ask our
delegation in Vienna to raise it with the Soviets. When my
right hon. Friend the Prime Minister and my right hon.
and learned Friend the Foreign Secretary go to Moscow
at the end of next week, | have no doubt that human nghts
abuses will be high on their list of priorties. It is one
matter that [ shall see is in their briel as well.
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Soviet Union (Human Rights)

6. Dr. Blackburn asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether he is
satisfied with the Soviet response to representations made
by the United Kingdom delegation at the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe review conference in
Vienna on the subject of human nghts and freedom of
religious rights.

Mr. Renton: Mo, Sir. Our delegation has vigorously
raised human rights issues, including freedom of religious
rights, at Vienna. We still await satisfactory answers to
many of our guestions, particularly from the Soviet
delegation.

Dr. Blackburn: Will my hon. Friend note that there is
considerable support in all parts of the House and
throughout the country for the Bntish delegation to stress
the abhorrence in this country at the restriction of human
and religious nghts, both Jewish and Christian, in the
Soviet Union? Will he give an assurance that action will
be taken on these very important issues?

Mr. Renton: | very much agree with my hon. Friend
It is important to ensure that the spotlight is focused not
just on the hundreds who may be obtaining release but on
the thousands still suffering either for their Christian
beliefs or because, as Soviet Jews, they cannot obtain exit
visas. The Vienna conference provides an opportunity,
and our delegation will continue to stress this.
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Mr. Janner: | thank the Government for their approach
to this 1ssue. Does the Minister agree that the release,
however welcome, of people such as Josel Begun, Slepak
and Ida Nudel from prison or exile is not enough and that
they must also be released from the Soviet Union, even il
Members of this House and their spouses are nol allowed
into the Soviet Union? May we expect the Prime Minister
Lo protest aboul both matters when she is in Moscow?

Mr. Renton: | thank the hon. and learned Gentleman
for his support, 1 note that he has a later question——

Mr. Janner: It will not be reached.

Mr. Renton: | hope that it will be reached. That
question relates 1o the lack of entry visas lor some
parliamentary colleagues to go to Moscow, which 1 very
much regret. 1 have no doubt at all that my right hon.
Friend the Prime Minister and my right hon. and learned
Friend the Foreign Secretary will have the whole question
of human rights and the points raised by the hon. and
learned Gentleman very much in mind when they wvisit
Moscow at the end of next week.

Mr. Cormack : Does my hon. Friend accept that his last
remarks will be very reassuring to most people? Will he ask
our right hon. and learned Friend the Foreign Secretary
and our right hon. Friend the Prime Minister to stress to
Mr. Gorbachev that if he is to create an atmosphere of
international trust which could be the basis for real
progress in disarmament talks it is essential that proper
freedoms are granted in his own terntories and that Jews
and Christians are allowed to worship in peace and

freedom?

Mr. Renton: | am sure that the whole House agrees with
my hon. Friend. It is a matter not just of securing the
release of the famous few but of ensuring true and proper
freedoms for the obscure many. | have no doubt that my
right hon. Friend the Prime Minister and my right hon.
and learned Friend the Foreign Secretary will have that in
mind next week.

Mr. Anderson: Does the Minister agree that although
we should continue to ensure that the Soviets pay a very
heavy political price for their failure Lo release the 1,500
and more Christians who are in prison simply because of
their religious activities, it would be wise at the same time
to give some credit for the progress and positive signals
since December and the release of Sakharov from internal
exile? Does the Minister agree that in this, as in other
matiers, we should have a twin-track policy?

Mr. Renton: Yes, | think that the hon. Gentleman has
a fair point. We are cautious about the developments that
have taken place in the Soviet Union bul we arc certainly
ready to put Mr. Gorbachev's comments and promises to
the test. The real issue is that glasnost should apply not just
to some but to all. Only then shall we be convinced that
there is fundamental change in the Soviet Union,
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1. Mr. Allen McKay asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether he will seek
opportunities 1o raise the question of the reunification of
divided families both with the Soviet Foreign Minister and
at the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe
review conference in Vienna.

13. Mr. Lawrence asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether he has
received any official response from the Soviet authorities
to representations which he and his ministerial colleagues
have made during the past six months on individual cases
of abuse of human rights in the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.

Mr. Renton: There has been no official response. But
a number of cases that we have raised over the past six
months have now been resolved, for example, those of
Irina  Ratushinskaya, Joself Begun and Alexander
Ogorodnikov, who are now at liberty, We shall continue
to press for further improvements in human rights and
family reunification cases in bilateral contacts with the
Soviet Government and at the Vienna CSCE Review
meeting.

Mr. McKay: Bearing in mind that there are more than
9,000 Soviet Jews who have been waiting for more than
five years for permission to emigrate from the Soviet
Union, will the Foreign Secretary advise the Prime
Minister that, when she meets Mr. Gorbachev, she should
make it clear to him that Her Majesty's Government will
not be satisfied until all those Soviet Jews who wish 1o
emigrate to other countries are allowed to do so?

Mr. Reaton: I very much take the hon. Gentleman's
point. When [ was in Moscow in January | was promised
by Mr. Kashlev the head of the Russiun delegation in
Vienna, that the number of exit visas this year would
increase by an order of several magnitudes from that of
last year. However, so far | notice that for February there
have only been 146 exit visas for Soviet Jews, compared
with more than 4,000 per month in 1979, Therefore, | am
sure that my right hon. Friends will have the hon.
Gentleman's point in mind when they go to Moscow next
week,
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Mr. Lawrence: May 1, too, thank my hon, Friend for
the work that he is doing in this area? May | ask him, when
he next meets the Russians, 1o tell them that, happy as we
are that they are ending their abuse of human rights in
respect of a few individual cases, they cannot persuade the
West that they are serious about their undertakings on
peace and security which have been entered into
internationally il they are breaking wholesale their
international undertakings on human rights? Will he also
say that, instead of doing a bit here and there to keep the
West sweet, they should honour those international
undertakings to the full?

Mr. Renton: I very much agree with my hon. Friend.
As I have said, now we must think not only about the
famous lew who are in the spotlight, but about the
thousands who are either still in prison as prisoners of
conscience for their beliels or who have been waiting 10
or 15 years for an exit visa. My right hon. Friends will
certainly have those points in mind next week.

Mr. Mikardo: While I join warmly in the appreciation
expressed to the Government for their work and the work
of others in this area, may I ask the Minister whether it is
not the case that, in making representations in Moscow
about the crime of keeping families divided, our hand
would be strengthened if we stopped keeping some families
divided?

Mr. Renton: The hon. Gentleman's analogy is
somewhat obscure to me, but 1 thank him for the tribute
that he paid. It is important that we should continue to put
pressure on the Soviet Union over the whole area of
human rights and to make certain that the promises that
are now being made from the top are genuinely fulfilled
to help the human rights position of the many thousands
who are still suffering in Soviet Russia.

Mr. Dykes: May I, too, express appreciation for the
many hours of work that the Minister has put in on human
rights and divided families with the Soviets? Is he aware
that the fourth Member of Parliament who was recently
refused a visa, namely, me, was refused on the day when
a Soviet fireman was here receiving honours for his work
at Chernobyl? Will he confirm that Soviet visitors,
including political visitors, are free to come here on
individual or official visits and that they do so frequently?
Will he kindly explain to Mr. Zamyatin that the crucial
dilference on the divided family syndrome is that our
problems arise because people want to come into the
country whereas in the Soviet Union people want to leave?

Mr. Renton: | am sorry that my hon. Friend was not
able to obtain his entry visa to the Soviet Union and I hope
that he will continue to apply and, on another occasion,
that he will be successful. It is, indeed, ironic that it is only
from the Soviet Union that literally thousands of people
are wishing to obtain exit visas and to leave. There is no
such record from this country or the United States. That
is a point that we must continually press on the Soviet
authorities, including the Soviet ambassador in London,

Mr. Mason: 1s the Minister aware that in 1985 when
Mr. Gorbachev came to office there were 383,000
outstanding invitations to Soviet Jews from their friends
and relatives to go to other countries? In his first year :‘
office he released fewer than 1,000, last vear he releas
1,100, and this year the figure is about the same.
Therefore, will the Minister call upon the Prime Minister
to draw Mr. Gorbachev's attention to those figures? Is the
Minister further aware that in January this year Soviet
emigration rules were tightened to make it even more
difficult for Soviet Jews to emigrate?

Mr. Renton: 1 thank the right hon. Gentleman for his
remarks. | have already commented on the rapid fall-off
in exit visas for Soviet Jews and others, particularly since
the high point reached in 1979 when more than 50,000 exit
visas were granted. That compares with last year's total of
5,000, of which 1,000 were for Jews, We shall continue to
stress that point. I note the right hon. Gentleman's point
about the change in the emigration rules and 1 raised it in
Moscow. I was told that, nevertheless, the authorities
expected a great increase in exit visas this year. We are
waiting to see that happen, but so far it has not. The proof
of the pudding will lie in the eating. We shall continue 1o
press vigorously for iL

Sir Anthony Kershaw: May | add my voice to thuse.
urging my hon. Friend to explain once again to the
Russian authorities that, despite some window dressing,
their refusal to honour their obligations with regard 1o
human rights will cast some doubt upon their sincerity in
disarmament negotiations?

Mr. Renton: [ believe that what we have to do now is
accept what Mr. Gorbachev and some of his Ministers are
saying with caution, but put it 1o the test. We have to test
them—and I have no doubt that my right hon. Friends
will have this in mind in Moscow next week —to see
whether the major changes which they have promised that
they are envisaging really will happen. 1 certainly take my
hon. Friend's point that until there is a radical change in
the human rights position in the Soviet Union it is difficult
to accept wholeheartedly all that they promise us about
arms control.,
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18 March 1987

Mr Tony Marlow (Northampton North): To ask the Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will seek to make 1t
the policy of the European Community to make any further granting
of EEC trade concessions to Israel dependent on progress by that
country towards a peaceful solution to the Middle East conflict.

No We7

MR TIM RENTON

No. We do not believe that such action would help our

objective of bringing all the parties to the Arab-Israel dispute

together for constructive negotiations.




_FCO PRESS CONFERENCFE : WEDNESDAY 18 MARCH 1887

IRAQI OFFICIALS' CALL

Asked whether he could give further details of & call on Mr Renton
yegterday by two Iraqi officials, Ambassador &l Esisi and Yir al Zahawi,
Spokesman replied that the call bad been at their request to discuss
the Gulf war and prospects for peace. The use of chemical weapons in the
confliet had also been discussed and Mr Renton bad taken the opportunity
of raising the case of lir lIan Richter.

In reply to another gquestion Spokesman said that evidence of the
use of chemicsl weapons in the Gulf conflict bad been produced by the ‘
United Nations., HMG strorngly condemned their use.




18 MARCH 1987

MR ToMm TORNEY (BRADFORD SOUTH): TD ASK THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS, WHAT ADVICE HIS DEPARTMENT
GIVES TO BRITISH CITIZENS INTENDING TO TRAVEL TO SAuDI ARABIA
ABOUT THOSE OFFENCES WHICH CARRY AMPUTATION AS A POSSIBLE PENALTY
IN THAT COUNTRY; WHAT IS HIS POLICY WITH REGARD TO MAKING
REPRESENTATIONS TO THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT IN CASES WHERE BRITISH
CITIZENS FACE SUCH PUNISHMENTS; AND IF HE WILL MAKE A STATEMENT.

No 70

MR TIM EGGAR

ALL BRITISH NATIONWALS TRAVELLING OVERSEAS ARE ADVISED TO .
RESPECT LOCAL LAWS AND CUSTOMS. AN ADVISORY BOOKLET "LIVING IN
SAUDI ARABIA - A BRIEF GUIDE", STATES THAT AMPUTATION IS A

POSSIBLE PENALTY FOR THEFT IN SAuDI ARABIA.

THE SAUDI AUTHORITIES ARE AWARE THAT CERTAIN PENALTIES ARE
ABHORRENT TO BRITISH OPINION. APPROPRIATE REPRESENTATIONS ARE

MADE IF INDIVIDUAL CASES INVOLVING BRITISH NATIONALS ARISE.
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any information about the number of Turks in Bulgaria
who have been given permission to visit relatives in Turkey
since |985;

{2) what information his Department has collected
about the numbers of Turks who have been allowed to
emigrate from Bulgaria since 1982,

Mr. Renton: The information requested is not readily
available. 1 will write to my hon. Friend as soon as
possible.

Lebanon

Mr. Beith asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what recent discussions he has
held with his counterparts in the European Community
Council of Foreign Ministers about the situation in the
Lebanon.

Mr. Renton: The situation in Lebanon was among the
subjects my right hon. and learned Friend discussed with
his EC colleagues at their meeting in Brussels on 23
February.

Single European Act

Sir Russell Johnston asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what consideration
he has given to the communication from the European
Commission, entitled “Making a Success of the Single
Act”

Mrs. Chalker: The Commission’s paper was discussed
by Foreign Ministers on 22 February. My right hon. and
learned Friend made clear that the first requirement was
for measures to be taken to control expenditure, including
agricultural expenditure and called on the Commission to
put forward detailed proposals building on the ideas in its
paper. He made clear that Britain stood by the conclusions
of the Fontainebleau European Council of June 1984 and
saw no case for going beyond them.

Diplomatic Immunity

Mr. Lawrence asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AfTairs on how many occasions in the
past 10 years members of the diplomatic administrative or
technical staff of foreign missions, or members of their
families, have escaped arrest or prosecution for serious
offences as a result of their status.

Mr. Eggar: The figures for 1974 to 1983 were given on
page 16 of the Foreign Alffairs Committee report “The
Abuse of Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges” of
December 1984,

The figures for subsequent years to date are as follows:

Number

BT 48
1985 53

1986 8

1987 6

In accordance with the report, “serious™ is defined as
falling into a category which could in certain circum-
stances attract a penalty of six months imprisonment or
more; in fact, we are advised that very few of the alleged
offences would have been likely to attract a custodial
sentence. There has been a significant fall in the number
of alleged serious offences since the notification to the

10 MARCH 1987
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Diplomatic Corps of the stricter standards set out in the
White Paper on diplomatic immunities and privileges
{Cmnd. 9497).

Mr. Lawrence asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs how many foreign diplomats
have been withdrawn from their posts in Britain following
allegations of serious crime against them in the last 10
years.

Mr. Eggar: The figures for withdrawals of diplomats,
administrative and technical staff members and depen-
dants where applicable from 1982 onwards to date are:

Number
1982 14
1983 17
1984 13
1985 25
1986 17
1987 3

Figures for withdrawals for the years 1976-81 could be
obtained only at a disproportionate cost.

Mr. Lawrence asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs on how many occasions in the
last 10 years when an allegation has been made that a
diplomat has committed a serious offence has that
diplomat not been required to leave Great Britain.

Mr. Eggar: [ regret that the information in the form
requested by my hon. Friend is not readily available, and
could be obtained only at disproportionate cost.

Mr. Peter Bruinvels asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs on how many
occasions in the last 10 years foreign Governments have
refused to waive the immunity of diplomats alleged to have
committed sexual offences; and if he will break down this
figure by year, by country of origin of the diplomat, and
by nature of the offence.

Mr. Eggar: Statistics for 1974 to 1983 relating to
alleged sexual offences by persons with immunity were
given on page 16 of the Foreign Affairs Commitiee report
“The Abuse of Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges."”

The figures for subsequent years to date are as follows:

Number
1984 J_il:“:l; il;d;cz:!_muuh, one gross ind:-_::_n:y}
1985 2 (both gross indecency)
1985 none
1987 none

It has not been the practice to name individual missions
whose stafl are reported to have committed offences.

One waiver was requested and refused in 1984 and also
in 1985. The other alleged offenders in 1982 to 1985 were
transferred without a waiver being requested, We have no
centralised records of waivers requested before 1982 and
figures could be provided only at disproportionate cost.

KMS Lid

Mr. Foulkes asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AfTairs if his Department at any time
over the past five years has had contracts with KM35 Lid.

Mr. Eggar: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office
last employed KMS Ltd from May to August 1982
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cach of the past five years; where most clamping has
Dﬂcu":t'd",wh"“ plans he hus to extend the arcas in which
clamping is carried out; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Douglas Hopg: The number of vehicles clamped by
the Metropolitan police since operations began on 15 May
1983 is as follows:

Nurnber
1953 26,808
1984 44,101
1085 14,510
1986 26,028
19R71 14,665
' From 15 May.

* To 15 February.

The designation of areas in which wheelclamps may be
used is a matter for my right hon. Friend the Secretary of
State for Transport. Since wheelclamping operations
began they have been conducted in the area originally
designated (paris of the London boroughs of Camden,
Kensington and Chelsea, and Woestminster). The
designated area was extended by the Immobilisation of
Vehicles 1llegally Parked (London Boroughs of Camden,
Kensington and Chelsea, and Westminster and the City of
London) Order 1986 (5.1, 1225) and from 2 March this
year the Metropolitan police began progressively to extend
their arca of wheelclamping operations with the intention
of covering the whole of the extended designated area by
the end of the year. The City of London police commenced
wheelclamping operations on 20 October 1986 and had
clamped 232 wvehicles by 31 December. A further 270
vehicles had been clamped up to 13 February 1987.

Television Licences

Mr. Colin Shepherd asked the Secretary of State for the
Home Department what was the cost of the television
licence for the years 1974, 1979 and 1987 in terms of 1985
prices.

Mr. Mellor: The information requested is as follows:

Television licence fees Television licence fees
as ar 31 March at 1985 prices!
Monochrome Colour  Monochrome Colour
£ £ £ £
1974 7 12 26 -
1979 10 25 18 £
1987 18 58 16 153

' Calculated by reference o changes in the retil price index—
rounded to the nearest £
Estimate.

Nari War Criminals

Mr. Torney asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department if he will make a statement on his meeting on
2 March with the Simon Wiesenthal's organisation
regarding the presence in the United Kingdom of alleged
Mazi war criminals; and what action he proposes to take
in the light of his meeting.

Mr. Hurd: | had a valuable meeting with represen-
tatives of the Simon Wiesenthal centre who explained the
background to their recent submission of the names of 17
alleged war criminals and invited us to establish special
machinery to investigate these allegations. | explained that
our courts have no jurisdiction over the alleged offences

355
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and that we have no extradition arrangement with the
Soviet Union, where the alleged offences ook place. |
urged the centre to provide information to substantiate
their allegations, as the case for any change in the law
would depend on the weight of evidence brought forward.
Meanwhile we are continuing our inguiries into the
documentary material cited by the centre ; the whereabouts
of those named by the centre; and the statements which

they made following their entry into the country and when
applying for British citizenship.

Departmental Computers

Dr. Hampson asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department to which firms his Department has awarded
contracts for computer hardware for each year since 1984 ;
and what was the valoe of each contract.

Mr. Hurd [pursuans ro his reply, 25 February 1987,
column 253]: The total number of contracts completed in
1985-86 was 286. Three hundred and seventy six contracts
have been placed in 1986-87 to date. Orders in excess of
£10,000 have been placed with the lollowing companies;

AlT Corporation
Apricot

Artificial Intelligence
Bell Technical Services
Brainstorm Compulers
British Olivetti

British Telecom
Burroughs (now known as “Unisys™)
Cambridge Instruments
Camtech

Concurrent Computer Corporation
Cyfas Systems

Dacoll

Databasix

Data General

Digital

Doric Computer Systems
Ferranti

Giffin Factors

Harris Systems

Hewlett Packard
Honeywell

1BM

ICL

Isp

KCS

Knight

Kode

Leasco

Lexisystemn

MBS

Meiko

MNCR

Mewbury Data

Perdix

Perkin Elmer

Picdar

Prime

Racal Norsk

Silicon City

Simnetts

Sound Techniques
Software Sciences
Thormn EMI

Vector International
Vistec Business sysiems
Wang

Dr. Hampson asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department what his Department has spent on (a)
computer hardware and (b computer software for each
year since 1984 ; and what is the projected expenditure for
1987.
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Monday 9 February 1987
[Continuation from column 46]
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Convention on Human Rights

Mr. Foulkes asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AfTairs, pursuant to his answer of 4
February, Official Report, column 666, concerning the
European convention on human rights, which Uniled
Kingdom dependent territories have so far adopted the
first protocol to the convention.

Mr. Eggar: The territories to which the Convention
applics have been consulted about the extension to them
of the first protocol. We await replies. When they have
been received a declaration will be made on an extension
of the protocol.

Jordan (Diplomatic Immunity)

Mr. Peter Bruinvels asked the Sccretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether any requests
have been made to the Royal Jordanian embassy for a
waiver of diplomatic immunity in respect of any of their
employees; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Tim Eggar: It has not been the practice to reveal
the names of individual missions to which we have applied
for waivers of diplomatic immunity,

If my hon. Friend has in mind recent press reports of
a case involving alleged indecent assault, it is in our view
most unlikely that the courts would regard diplomatic
immunity as applying in that instance: the question of a
waiver is nol therefore relevant.

Sri Lanka

M. Nellist asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what reports he has received on
the present situation in Sri Lanka, from the High
Commission there since the beginning of 1987; and if he
will place in the Library a summary of those reports.

Mr. Eggar: We receive regular and detailed reports
from our High Commission in Colombo on all aspects of
the situation in Sri Lanka. Since the beginning of 1987,
fighting between Tamil militant separatists and
Government forces has continued in the north and east.
The rest of the country is peaceful; there has been no
intercommunal violence, The December proposals for a
peaceful settlement are still on the table.

It is not our practice to place reports from diplomatic
missions in the Library of the House.

Jews (Soviet Union)

Mr. Mason asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth AfTairs what is his estimate of the number
of Jews who were allowed to leave the Soviet Union in
February 1987,

5
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Mr. Renton: According to our information, 146. This
is a slight increase over the figure for January, but falls well
short of expectations. We shall continue to press for
significant improvement.

Mr. Mason asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs if he has ascertained the reasons
why visas were refused 1o a delegation of British Members
of Parliament who wished to visit the Soviet Union to
wilness a presentation of honours to Russian Jews; and if
he will make a statement.

Mr. Renton: The Soviet authorities said that they
regarded the presentation of these awards as a provocative
action. We have made it clear that we do not accept this.
Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Moscow expressed his great
regret that visas had not been forthcoming for the
delegation.

Mr, Mason asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs whether the Russian Jews who
were to be honoured by the all-party Parliamentary
Committee on Soviet Jewry have vet been to the British
Embassy in Moscow to receive their awards; and if he will
make a statement,

Mr. Renton: Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Moscow
presented the awards on  behalf of the all-party
parliamentary committee on 23 February at a ceremony
held at the Embassy. losif Begun, who was only released
from prison that day, was unable to attend. All others to
whom the award had been made attended.

Lebanon

Mr. Winnick asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs what is his latest information
as to how many British citizens are still in Lebanon,

Mr, Eggar: I refer the hon. Member to the reply which
I gave to my hon. Friend the Member for Burton (Mr.
Lawrence) on 16 February 1987. The estimated number
has not changed substantially since then. Her Majesty’s
Embassy in Lebanon provide us with regular information
on the British community.

Entry Visas

Mr. Lloyd asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what advice he gives to entry
clearance officers concerning the giving of visitors' visas
to finances, fiancées and spouses who have been refused

entry clearance; in particular, where the purpose of the
visit is Lo attend and appeal.

Mr. Eggar: No special advice is given. Entry clearance
officers resolve each case in accordance with the
immigration rules,

Mr. Tony Lloyd asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs why visitors' visas
were refused 1o Khalid Mahmood (TH/19995/86; IMM
79914) at the British embassy in Islamabad.

Mr. Egpar: The information requested is not
immediately available. 1 shall write to the hon. Member as
soon as possible.
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any information about the number of Turks in Bulgarna
who have been given permission to visit relatives in Turkey
since 1985,

{2) what information his Department has collected
about the numbers of Turks who have been allowed to
emigrate from Bulgana since [982.

Mr. Renton: The information requested is not readily
available. I will write to my hon. Friend as soon as
possible.

Lebanon

Mr., Beith asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what recent discussions he has
held with his counterparts in the European Community
Council of Foreign Ministers about the situation in the
Lebanon.

Mr. Renton: The situation in Lebanon was among the
subjects my right hon. and learned Friend discussed with
his EC colleagues at their meeting in Brussels on 23
February.

Single European Act

Sir Russell Johnston asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what consideration
he has given to the communication from the European
Commission, entitled “Making a Success of the Single
Act.”

Mrs. Chalker: The Commission’s paper was discussed
by Foreign Ministers on 22 February. My right hon. and
learned Friend made clear that the first requirement was
for measures to be taken to control expenditure, including
agricultural expenditure and called on the Commission to
put forward detailed proposals building on the ideas in its
paper. He made clear that Britain stood by the conclusions
of the Fontainebleau European Council of June 1984 and
saw no case for going beyond them.

Diplomatic Immunity

Mr. Lawrence asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs on how many occasions in the
past 10 years members of the diplomatic administrative or
technical stall of foreign missions, or members of their
families, have escaped arrest or prosecution for serious
offences as a result of their status.

Mr. Eggar: The figures for 1974 to 1983 were given on
page 16 of the Foreign Affairs Committee report “The
Abuse of Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges™ of
December 1984,

The figures for subsequent years to date are as follows:

Nurmher
.EUE4 48
1285 53
1386 18
1987 [

In accordance with the report, “serious™ is defined as
falling into a category which could in certain circum-
stances attract a penalty of six months imprisonment or
more; in fact, we are advised that very few of the alleged
offences would have been likely to altract a custodial
sentence. There has been a significant fall in the number
of alleged serious offences since the notification to the
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Diplomatic Corps of the stricter standards set out in the
White Paper on diplomatic immunities and privileges
(Cmnd. 9497),

Mr. Lawrence asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs how many foreign diplomats
have been withdrawn from their posts in Britain following
allegations of serious crime against them in the last 10
Years.

Mr. Eggar: The figures for withdrawals of diplomats,
administrative and technical staff members and depen-
dants where applicable from 1982 onwards to date are:

Number
1982 14
1983 17
[ELE] 13
1985 5
1986 17
1987 k]

Figures for withdrawals for the years 1976-81 could be
obtained only at a disproportionate cost.

Mr. Lawrence asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs on how many occasions in the
last 10 years when an allegation has been made that a
diplomat has committed a serious offence has that
diplomat not been required to leave Great Britain.

Mr. Eggar: | regret that the information in the form
requested by my hon. Friend is not readily available, and
could be obtained only at disproportionate cost.

Mr. Peter Bruinvels asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonweaith Affairs on how many
occasions in the last 10 years foreign Governments have
refused to waive the immunity of diplomats alleged to have
committed sexual offences; and if he will break down this
figure by year, by country of origin of the diplomat, and
by nature of the offence.

Mr. Eggar: Statistics for 1974 to 1983 relating to
alleged sexual offences by persons with immunity were
given on page 16 of the Foreign Affairs Committee report
“The Abuse of Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges.”

The figures for subsequent years to date are as follows:

Number
1984 3 (two indecent a;!-nult. one gross indecency)
1985 2 (both gross indecency)
1986 none
1987 none

It has not been the practice to name individual missions
whose staff are reported to have committed offences.

One waiver was requested and refused in 1984 and also
in 1985, The other alleged offenders in 1982 to 1985 were
transferred without a waiver being requested. We have no
centralised records of waivers requested before 1982 and
figures could be provided only at disproportionate cost.

KMS Ltd

Mr. Foulkes asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AlTairs if his Department at any time
over the past five years has had contracts with KMS Ltd.

Mr. Eggar: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office
last employed KMS Ltd from May to August 1982
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ﬂﬁucl:mhl of the past five years; where most clamping lltas
n:m;,""'hal plans he has to extend the arcas in which
clamping is carried out; und if he will make a statement.

Mr. Douglas Hoggp : The number of vehicles clamped by
the Metropolitan police since operations began on 15 May
1983 is as follows:

Number
GH_‘.\I :ﬁ.éﬂs
1984 A4, 101
198% 34810
1986 26,028
19877 14,665
! From 15 May.

? To 15 February.

The designation of areas in which wheelclamps may be
used i1s a matter for my right hon. Friend the Secretary of
State for Transport. Since wheelclamping operations
began they have been conducted in the area onginally
designated (parts of the London boroughs of Camden,
Kensington and Chelsea, and Westminster). The
designated area was extended by the Immobilisation of
Vehicles Illegally Parked (London Boroughs of Camden,
Kensington and Chelsea, and Westminster and the City of
London) Order 1986 (5.1. 1225) and from 2 March this
year the Metropolitan police began progressively to extend
their area of wheelclamping operations with the intention
of covering the whole of the extended designated area by
the end of the year. The City of London police commenced
wheelclamping operations on 20 October 1986 and had
clamped 232 wvehicles by 31 December. A further 270
vehicles had been clamped up to 13 February 1987,

Television Licences

Mr. Colin Shepherd asked the Secretary of State for the
Home Department what was the cost of the television
licence for the years 1974, 1979 and 1987 in terms of 1985

prices.
Mr. Mellor: The information requested is as follows:

Television licence fees Television licence fees

as at 31 March at 1985 prices!
Maonochrome Colowr  Monochrome Colour
£ £ £ i
1974 T 12 26 44
1979 10 25 18 L2
1987 18 58 116 153

' Calculated by reference 1o changes in the retail price index—
rounded to the nearest £.
2Estimate.

Nazi War Criminals

Mr. Torney asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department if he will make a statement on his meeting on
2 March with the Simon Wiesenthal's organisation
regarding the presence in the United Kingdom of alleged
MNax war criminals; and what action he proposes to take
in the light of his meeting.

Mr. Hurd: 1 had a valuable meeting with represen-
tatives of the Simon Wiesenthal centre who explained the
background to their recent submission of the names of 17
alleged war criminals and invited us 1o establish special
machinery to investigate these allegations. | explained that
our courts have no jurisdiction over the alleged offences
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and that we have no extradition arrangement with the
Soviet Union, where the alleged offences took place. 1
urged the centre to provide information lo substantiate
their allegations, as the case for any change in the law
would depend on the weight of evidence brought forward.
Meanwhile we are continuing our inguiries into the
documentary material cited by the centre; the whereabouts
of those named by the centre; and the statements which
they made following their entry into the country and when
applying for British citizenship.

Departmental Computers

Dr. Hampson asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department to which firms his Department has awarded
contracts for computer hardware lor each year since 1984 ;
and what was the value of each contract.

Mr. Hurd [pursuant to his reply, 25 February 1987,
column 253]: The total number of contracts completed in
1985-86 was 286. Three hundred and seventy six contracts
have been placed in 1986-87 to date. Orders in excess of
£10,000 have been placed with the following companies:

AIT Corporation
Apricol

Artificial Intelligence
Bell Technical Services
Brainstorm Computers
British Olivetti

British Telecom
Burroughs (now known as “Unisys™)
Cambridge Instruments
Camtech

Concurrent Computer Corporation
Cyias Systems

Dacoll

Databasix

Data General

Drigital

Daoric Computer Systems
Ferranti

Giffin Factors

Harris Systems

Hewlett Packard
Honeywell

IBM

ICL

JSH

KCs

Knight

Kode

Leasco

Lexisystem

MBS

Meiko

NCR

Mewbury Data

Perdix

Perkin Elmer

Picdar

Prime

Racal Norsk

Silicon City

Simnetis

Sound Technigues
Software Sciences
Thorn EMI

Vector International
Vistec Business systems
Wang

Dr. Hampson asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department what his Department has spent on (a)
compuler hardware and (b) computer software for each
vear since 1984 ; and what is the projected expenditure for
1987.
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Monday 9 February 1987
[Continuation from column 46]
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Convention on Human Rights

Mr. Foulkes asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, pursuant to his answer of 4
February, Official Report, column 666, concerning the
European convention on human rights, which United
Kingdom dependent territories have so far adopted the
first protocol to the convention.

Mr. Eggar: The territories to which the Convention
applies have been consulted about the extension to them
of the first protocol. We await replies. When they have
been received a declaration will be made on an extension
of the protocol.

Jordan (Diplomatic Immunity)

Mr. Peter Bruinvels asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether any requests
have been made to the Royal Jordanian embassy for a
waiver of diplomatic immunity in respect of any of their
employees; and il he will make a stalement.

Mr. Tim Eggar: It has not been the practice 1o reveal
the names of individual missions to which we have applied
for waivers of diplomatic immunity,

If my hon. Friend has in mind recent press reports of
a case involving alleged indecent assault, it is in our view
most unlikely that the courts would regard diplomatic
immunity as applying in that instance: the question of a
waiver is not therefore relevant.

Sri Lanka

Mr. Nellist asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what reports he has received on
the present situation in Sri Lanka, from the High
Commission there since the beginning of 1987; and if he
will place in the Library a summary of those reports.

Mr. Eggar: We receive regular and detailed reports
from our High Commission in Colombo on all aspects of
the situation in Sri Lanka. Since the beginning of 1987,
fighting between Tamil militant scparatists and
Government forces has continued in the north and east.
The rest of the country is peaceful; there has been no
intercommunal violence. The December proposals for a
peaceful settlement are still on the table.

It is not our practice to place reports from diplomatic
missions in the Library of the House,

Jews (Soviet Union)

Mr. Mason asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what is his estimate of the number
of Jews who were allowed to leave the Soviet Union in
February 1987,

= ]
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Mr. Renton: According to our information, 146, This
15 @ slight increase over the figure for January, but falls well
short of expectations. We shall continue to press for
significant improvement,

Mr. Mason asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth AfTairs if he has ascertained the reasons
why visas were refused to a delegation of British Members
of Parliament who wished to visit the Soviet Union to
witness a presentation of honours to Russian Jews: and if
he will make a statement.

Mr. Renton: The Soviel authorities said that they
regarded the presentation of these awards as a provocative
action. We have made it clear that we do not accept this.
Her Majesty's Ambassador in Moscow expressed his great
tegret that visas had not been forthcoming for the
delegation.

Mr. Mason asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs whether the Russian Jews who
were 1o be honoured by the all-party Parliamentary
Committee on Soviet Jewry have yet been to the British
Embassy in Moscow to receive their awards; and if he wil
make a statement.

Mr. Renton: Her Majesty's Ambassador in Moscow
prescnied the awards on behalf of the all-party
parliamentary committee on 23 February at a ceremony
held at the Embassy. losil Begun, who was only released
from prison that day, was unable to attend. All others to
whom the award had been made attended.

Lebanon

Mr. Winnick asked the Secretary of State for Forcign
and Commonwealth Affairs what is his latest information
as 10 how many British citizens are still in Lebanon,

Mr. Eggar: I refer the hon. Member to the reply which
I gave to my hon. Friend the Member for Burton (Mr.
Lawrence) on 16 February 1987. The estimated number
has not changed substantially since then. Her Majesty’s
Embassy in Lebanon provide us with regular information
on the British community.

Entry Visas

Mr. Lloyd asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what advice he gives to entry
clearance officers concerning the giving of visitors’ visas
to financés, finncées and spouses who have been refused
entry clearance; in particular, where the purpose of the
visit is to attend and appeal.

Mr. Eggar: No special advice is given. Entry clearance
officers resolve each case in accordance with the
immigration rules.

Mr. Tony Lloyd asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs why visitors' visas
were refused to Khalid Mahmood (TH/19995/86; IMM
79914) at the British embassy in Islamabad.

Mr. Eggar: The information requested is not
immediately available. I shall write to the hon. Member as
soon as possible.
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and the rest of it, she is not willing to bring about any The Prime Minister: [ refer the hon. Gentleman to the '

changes in her own party, and, moreover, undermines reply that I gave some moments ago. [

i nr‘!h"‘., rights that Conservative party members Mr. Tony Banks: Will the Prime Minister find time
already have? today to condemn utterly the vicious, personal and |

The Prime Minister: I confirin that appointments for dishonest attacks being waged by certain MEWSPAPETS
which 1 am responsible, including that of the Chancellor against Deirdre Wood, Labour’s candidate in the
of the Duchy of Lancaster, will continue to be a matter for Greenwich by-election? Since the Prime Minister clearly

the Prime Minister. has such influence with those newspapers, will she call in i
¥ ; P : : ditors and see whether she can get some form of code |
Q2. Mr. Latham asked the Prime Minister if she will  thee ,
list her official engagements for Tuesday 24 February. of honest conduct to be used for by-elections?
The Prime Minister: I refer my hon. Friend to the reply The Prime Minister: | am the first to condemn vicious
that | gave some moments ago. personal attacks, from whatever quarter they may come.

I'am the first to say that politics everywhere should be

Mr. Latham: Is it not deplorable that in the week when about constructive policies and not about personalities,

the Russians rightly released Yosif Begun they also refused

visas to three hon. Members for an entirely honourable Q4. Mr. Dykes asked the Prime Minister if she will list

purpose connected with a visit to Moscow for human  her official engagements for Tuesday 24 February. |

rights? Will she please tell Mr. Gorbachev that if that is The Prime Minister: 1 refer my hon. Friend to the reply

his idea of openness, it certainly is not ours? that | gave some moments ago. ‘
The Prime Minister: | agree with my hon. Friend that Mr. Diykes: Will my right hon. Friend join me today in

it was a matter of regret that visas were refused to hon. welcoming the unanimous statement of the EEC Foreign

Members of the House to attend the ceremony to present  Ministers supporting the idea of an international
awards to seven leading refuseniks. However, | am sure conference on peace in the middle east — an idea
that my hon. Friend will be glad to know that our emanating from a number of sources including the Soviet
ambassador in Moscow has expressed regret to the Soviet  Union? Will she. on her forthcoming visit to the Soviet
authorities that the visas were not forthcoming and that Union, discuss this matter with Mr. Gorbachev?
he was able to present the awards on behall of the ) - . :
commitiee and, unfortunately, the recipients were allowed The Prime Minister: Yes, I join my hon. Friend in
to enter the embassy for that purpose without hindrance. § Welcoming that pronouncement of the EEC Foreign
: i i . Ministers. Of course, the suggestion for an international
) D". Owen: Will he Prime Minister confirm that if th conference as a background for middle east negotiations
link with pensions had not been broken in 1980 the singl between the two parties directly concerned has been
pension would now be £3-95 extra and the married pensio around for a long time. | think it first came from Jordon.
would be £9-40 higher? While it is impossible to give an® [ must be clear that all participants in any such conference

increased pension to every single person irrespective of would have to accept United Nations Security Council
their income, the Government policy ought to be—like resolutions 242 and 338 as a basis for taking part.
the SDP-Liberal alliance policy—to restore the link for : i i ;

all those pensioners who have no other source of income. Mr. Kinnock : The Prime Minister claimed earlier today

] ¥ that Britain’s industrial base is now healthier than at any |
The Prime Minister : I see that the right hon. Gentleman time for at least a gencration. While 1 wish that were true
has joined the great give-away — perhaps up to £28 .

. : can I ask her to explain how she can make such a claim
billion, we do not yet know. Our pledge to pensioners at when manufacturing investment is still 20 per cent. lower
the last election was that their pensions would be protected )

ABELE s than it was in 1979, when manufacturing output has yet
agamst inflation. They have been more than protected

! ! : 4 . i to reach the levels that it was at in 1979, when
against inflation, Pensions have been paid to a million

: manufactured exports have gone up by 15 per cent. under
more pensioners because thr.-_rc are tlhat many more people. .. premiership and manufactured imports have gone up
The right hon, Gentleman tries to give the impression there

; y by 50 per cent. under her premiership? If that is what she
should be higher pensions but he never says what the thinks is healthy, thank heavens she is not a doctor.
greater burden of national insurance contributions would

be on the working population, The Prime Minister: Yes, mar_mfnc:luri_ng is much
healthier now than for a generation. It is no longer
overmanned. The atmosphere in industrial relations is now
infinitely better than it ever was under previous
Governments. Manufacturing productivity has gone up
faster than in many other countries and management is

Mr. Terlezki: Will my right hon. Friend agree that
whilst we welcome the release of 140 innocent people from
slave labour camps, and whilst it is very important to
negotiate about disarmament, it is also very important to
negotiate about human rights? When she goes to Moscow now able to manage. We now have very healthy

will ke tell Mr. Gerbachev that we will give him a vote manufacturing industry — something we never had
of confidence only when he practises what he preaches? hafiive.

The Prime Minister: [ agree with my hon. Friend. The
releases from prison that have been made are welcome but
there are many thousands more to go. We shall be
discussing human rights with Mr. Gorbachev. We
welcome what has happened, but, as my hon. Friend
points out, many other improvements remain to be made,

Mr. Kinnock: When manufacturing industry is that
much smaller, how it can be that much more healthy is
very difficult to perceive. [Hon. Memnars: “Oh."] Perhaps
the Prime Minister can explain that to the 2 million people
who have lost their jobs in manufacturing industry. How
can it be more healthy when it is 17 per cent. less

Q3. Mr. Tony Banks asked the Prime Minister if she competitive than it was in 1979, when engineering,
will list her official engagements for Tuesday 24 February. construction and other industries have severe skills
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column 687, he will state the time Whl_:l'll. fet) thcl alarm
signal from the Guide Onward was mm_al]y ru:cwr_:d at
Pentland Station, (#/ information regarding the incident
aboard the vessel was first logged at Edinburgh rescue co-
ardination centre and (¢) the rescue co-ordination centre
called out the Sea King helicopter from RAF

Lossiemouth.

Mr. Freeman: A distress message from the fishing vessel
Guide Onward was received by the Pentland maritime
rescue sub-centre at 10.13 pm on 14 February 1987
Information about the incident was then passed to the
rescue co-ordination centre at Edinburgh at 10.17 pm,
following which the rescue co-ordination centre called out
a Sea King helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth at 10.19
pm.

Israel (Arms Embargo)

Mr. Deakins asked the Secretary of State for Defence
if the United Kingdom continues to observe the arms
embargo on Israel introduced after the invasion of
Lebanon in 1982 ; and if it affects the training of members
of the Israeli armed forces by Britain and invitations to
Israel to visit British military exhibitions,

Mr. Archie Hamilion: We remain disappointed by the
residual Israeli presence on Lebanese territory and
continue to maintain restrictions on arms sales to lsrael.
This policy is kept under review. Proposals for military
training and visits of members of the Israeli defence force
are in cach case considered carefully on their merits.

Western European Union

Mr. Terlezki asked the Secretary of State for Defence
what is his policy on the role to be played by Defence
Ministers within the Western Furopean Union; and if he
will make a statement.

Mr. Stanley : The Western European Union provides a
forum for Foreign and Defence Ministers of the seven
member states to meet jointly to discuss issues related to
European security. Defence and Foreign Ministers play
full and complementary parts in these discussions.

Mr. Terlezki asked the Secretary of State for Defence
which tasks are assigned to the Standing Armaments
Committee of the Western European Union and the
Independent European Programme Group; and if he will
make a statement.

Mr. Archie Hamilton: Following the revitalisation of
both the Western European Union and the Independent
European Programme Group towards the end of 1984, the
Standing Armaments Committee has helped to provide
political impetus towards increased European armaments
co-operation, assisting the IEPG in translating this into
practical achievement; it also advises the WEU Council on
these matters. The IEPG is directly responsible for the
harmonisation of operational requirements and research
goals, and for promoting the establishment of
collaborative projects to meet these needs.

The effectiveness of these arrangements will be
reviewed from time to time.

Mr. Terlezki asked the Secretary of State for Defence
what stage has been reached in the British-German-Italian
programme for production of a joint armoured howitzer;
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if he envisages strengthening the programme in the
framework of armaments co-operation in the Western
European Union; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Archie Hamilton: 1 refer my hon. Friend to the
answer | gave to the hon. Member for Kingston Upon
Hull, North (Mr. McNamara) on 16 February at column
489. 1 see no reason to raise the matter in the WEU,

Exercise Brave Defender

Mr. D. E. Thomas asked the Secretary of State for
Defence what plans he has to repeat the national military
home defence exercise, Brave Defender, last practised in
1985, during the current year.

Mr. Stanley: None.

ENERGY

Gas Supply (Report)

Mr. Powley asked the Secretary of State for Energy
whether he has received the Director General of Gas
Supply’s annual report, pursuant to section 39(3) of the
Gas Act 1986; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Peter Walker : The Director General of Gas Supply
Mr. James McKinnon, has today published his annual
report and I have arranged for copies to be placed in the
Libraries of both Houses.

MNuclear Accidents

Mr. Chris Smith asked the Secretary of State for
Energy, further to his reply to the hon. Member for
Islington South and Finsbury on 21 Januvary, Official
Report, column 569, mentioning formal registers of
accidents, incidents and untoward occurrences at licensed
nuclear installations, what is the name of such registers,
what are the instructions governing whether an entry is
made in such a register; for what period such registers are
retained in use; and what relevant copies or extracts are
held either by his Department or by Her Majesty's Nuclear
Installations Inspectorate ; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Goodlad [pursuant to his reply, 3 February 1987,
c. 577]: The register of incidents is called the register of site
incidents. The incidents which are recorded are defined by
a directive by Her Majesty’s Nuclear Installations
Inspectorate of the Health and Safety Executive under the
nuclear site licence. The registers are kept on site by the
licensees for 30 years or less if directed by the HSE, Copies
or extracts are not held by my Department or HMNIL

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Democracy

Mr. Deakins asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, pursuant to his reply to the
hon. Member for Stretford (Mr. Lloyd) on 18 February,
Official Report, column 905, in which countries, other than
Nicaragua, it is an objective'of Her Majesty’s Government
to establish a full pluralist democracy.

Mr. Eggar: It is an objective of this Government's
foreign policy to uphold the right of self~determination,
the rule of international law and respect for human rights,
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WEDNESDAY 13th FEBRUARY
NOTE

¥t Indicares ¢ Question which was included in the random selection process, The number

*t1
¥ 12

*13

#*14

*t3

*16

*t7

*18

*19

¥ 710

#t11

#*tl2

#113

*t14

Atl5

*t16

*t17

*T18

shows where the Question appeared in the selection,

Mr Jim Callzghan (Heywood and Middleton): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will seek to pay a visit to Brazil.

Mr Roger Sims (Chislehurst}: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, when he expects the new Governor of Hong Kong to take up his post.

Mr Lewiy Stevens (Nuneaton): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth ARairs, if he will make a siatement oo Her Majesiy's Government's relations with
Poland.

Mr Tim Yeo (South Suffolk): To ask the Sccrctary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Afairs, if he will make a statement about the Sino-British Agreement for the
return of Hong Kong to Chinese rule in 1997 in the light of recent political events in
China.

Mr Joha M. Taylor (Solihull): To ask the Secretary of State for Forcign and Common-
wealth Affairs, which member nations are now net contributlors to the European Economic
Community budget.

Mr Harry Greenway (Ealing MNorth): To ask the Secrctary of State for Foreign and
Commonwzalth Affairs, what recent representations Her Majesty’s Government has made
to the Soviet Union in Afghanistan ; and if he will make a statement.

Mr James Wallace (Orkney and Shetland): To ask the Secretary of State fer Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, what is his assessment of the policy implications for the
United Kingdom of an early deployment of the strategic defence initiative ; and if he will
make a stafement.

Mr Nichelas Baker (North Dorset): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs, when he expects to be able to announce any further developments in
the Geneva arms control talks.

Mr Richard Caborn (Sheffield, Central): To ask the Secreiry of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps Her Majesty’s Government is intending to take to
secure the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 433 on the
independence of Namibia.

Mr Greville Janner (Leicester West): To ask the Secrstary of State for Foreign and
Commonwezalth Affairs, whether he will make a statement on the current state of the
Unitzd Kingdom's relations with Ttaly.

Mr Nicholas Scames (Crawley): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on the lntest figures in arms control
racks.

Mr Paddy Ashdown (Y:ovil): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, what rocent representations be has made to the Government of Israel on
the latter’s policy of encouraging settlement on the West Bank.

Mr David Atkinson (Boumemouth East): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and

Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement of progress on the curment Conference
on Co-operation and Security in Europe Review Conference in Vienna.

Mr Aflan Rogers (Rhondda): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commeon-
wealth Affairs, what respense his government gave to Mr Madrigal, Foreign Minister of
Costa Rica, whea he visited London to discuss his proposal for a new initiative in
Central America.

Mr Dennis Canavan (Falkirk West): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affqairs, whether he will seek to arrange discussions on disarmament
with representatives of the Government of the Soviet Union.

AMr Robert N. Warelng (Liverpool, West Derby):  To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AfTairs, what discussions he has had with the United States Govem-
ment about its intentions with regard to the International Court of Justice ruling of 27th
June 1986 in respect of Nicaragua.

Mr Emie Ross (Dundee West): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Alfairs, if he proposes to initinte any discussions within the Euw EE
omic Community about the role within an overall settlement in the Midle East of
promotion of human and civil rights on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip.

Mr Ron Brown: (Edinburgh, Leith): To ask the Seceetary of State for Foreign and
Comomnawealth Affairs, if he has received recent representataions calling for the restora-
tion of diplomatic relations with Albania ; and if he will make a statement.
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%119 Mr Clement Freud (North East Cambridgeshire): To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the conssquences
for United Kingdom-Gambian relations of the proposed confederation between Gambia
and Seaegal.

#120 Mr Alex Carlile (Montgomery): To ask the Szcretary of State for Foreign and Coonmoa-
wealth Aairs, if he will make a statemont on cirrent relations with Poland.

721 Mrs Ann Clwyd (Cynon Valley): To ask the Secretary of State for Forc]g‘nlar.d Com-
monwealth Affairs, if Her Maojesty’s Government will take steps to siop any imporiation
of arms, ammunition and military equipment from South Africa into the United Kingdom.
or via the United Kingdom to other countries.

2122 Mr Davic Winnick (Walsall Norik): To ask ike Se
poawenlth Affairs. if he will make SNSRI ON

cretaty of Sips

g for Foreign and Come
i British citizens £l

in Lebanon.
%723 Air Robis Cwsheti (Sirmingham, Erdinpon):  To ask the Ssorctary of State for Foreim
- tih Affair P e A e T i frealas g an
and Commonwealih Affairs, if he will mzke a sialzment on actions taken to impieniat
the decisicn of the Commonwealth review meeting in August and the Evropean Econonnc

Community Foreign Ministers’ meeling in Ssptember relating to South Africa.

4124 Mr Gerald Howarth (Canncck and Bumntwood):  To ask the Secretary of State for Foreizgn
and Commonwealth Affairs, what recent representations he has received o the subject
of human righis in Eastern Europe.

%125 Mr Donald Anderson (Swansea East): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, when he last met Dr Worrall, the former South African Ambas-
sador in London ; and what was discussed.

%126 Mr Andrew MacKay (East Berkshire): To ask the Sccretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, what information he has on the prospects of a withdrawal of
Soviet troops from Afghanistan.

#1127 Jo Richardson (Barking): To ask the Secrctary of State for Foreign and Cumrnf-n_w:llh
Affairs, what steps have been taken by Her Majesty's Government to sccure the right of
the British media to report on the situation in South Africa in light of the impediments
imposed by censorship,

3128 Mr Ken Eastham (Manchester, Blackeley): To ask the Secretary of Siate for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, if, in the light of the dacision by Barclay's Baok to pull out
of South Africa, Her Majesty’s Government will now revise its policy on South Africa
with a view to encouraging other banks and companies to disinvest from South Africa,

%129 Mr Martin Flanvery (Sheffield, Hillsborough): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, when he next plans to visit Central America, including
Nicaragua,

%130 Mr Neil Hamilton (Tatton): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on human rights in Campuchea.

%731 Mr Eric Deakins (Walthamstow): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Co_m-
monwealth  Affairs, when the European Economic Community Council of Foreign
Ministers will pext discuss how to bring tolal European Economic Cemmunity expendi-
ture into line with the finaacial resources available within the 14 per cent. valuc-atded
tax limit,

%132 Mr Robert Banks (Harrogate): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on Her Majesty’s Government’s relations with
Czechoslovakia.

3:133 Mr Johno Watts (Slough): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealih
Affairs, if he will make a statement on the current siteation in Afghanistan.

%134 Dr Jeremy Bray (Motherwell South): To ask the Seccrctary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, what progress has been made in consultations with our European
Economic Community partners on securing a ban on coal imports from South Africa.

#+35 Mr Sydaey Bidwell (Ealing, Southall): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, what represeatations Her Majesty’s Government has made to
the Government of South Africa about the recently improved controls cover all media
in that country.

3116 Mr Geoliey Loithouse (Pontefract and Castleford): To ask the Secretary of State for
Forcizn and Commonwealth Affairs, what advice his Department offzrs to Chilean exiles
resident in the United Kingdom who consider retuming to Chile.
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%137 Mr A, J. Beith (Berwick upon Tweed): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, what fecent meatings have been held between Forelgn Office
Ministers and their Soviet counterparts..

138 Mr Pateick Nickolls (Tzignbridee): To ask the Secreiary of State for Forcign and Com-
monwealth Affairs, what has been the effect of the United Kingdom’s Prasidency of the
Council on trade relations with Spain and its tecritories.

#1139 M:r Richard Shephierd (Aldridge, Brownhil'si: To ask tha Secratary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on reécent developments in the
granting of exit visas to dissidents in the Soviet Union.

$:140 Mr David Alien (Liverpool, Mossley Hill): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonweaith Affairs, when he next intends to visit Hong Kong.

141 Mr Mickael Brown (Brizg and Cleethorpes): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign

and Commenwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on Her Majesty’s Government's
relations with the Sovier Union,

#1742 Mr Joha Maxton (Glasgow, Cathcart): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will raise in the European Economic Community Council
of Ministers the extension of existing sanctions measures applying to Namibia,

#1743 Mr James Lamond (Oldham Central and Royton): To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, if any Ministers from his Department will accom-
pany the Prime Minister during her forthcoming visit to the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics ; and if he will make a statement,

#1144 Mr Peter Pike (Burnley): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commenwezalth
Affeirs, what representations have been made in the last six months by Her Majesty’s
Govermnment to secure the relcase of Nelson Mandela and other political prisiogers in
South Africa and Namibia and to prevent the implementation of the death sentences
imposed on Mojalefa Reginald Sefatsa, Reid Malebo Mokoena, Oupo Moses Diniso,
Theresa Ramashamola, Duma Joshua Khumalo and Francis Don Molkhesi, the Sharpe-
ville Six.

%745 Mr Brian Sedgemore (Hackney South and Shoreditch): To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what is Her Majesty’s Government's policy toward
the implementation of the sixteen recommendations of the United Nations Security
Council regarding the United Nations mandatory arms embargo on South Africa.

¥td6 Mr Tomy Lloyd (Sicetford): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, what initiatives he is taking in the context of relations with the Soviet
Union. )

%147 Mr Hugh Dykes (Harrow East): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-

wealth Alfairs, if he has yet received any official information from the Pretoria authorities
concerning the appointment of a new Ambassador in the United Kingdom,

¥148 Mr Ivan Lawrence (Burton): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Alfairs, what assurznces were received from the Soviet Foreign Minister during
the recent discussions by the Minister of State, the honourable Member for Mid, Sussex, on
the subject of compliance by the United Soviet Socialist Republics with its international
obligations under the Helsinki Agrecments.

#1149 Mr Bill Michie (Sheffield, Heeley): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Com-

monwealth Affaics, what representations Her Majesty’s Government has made on the
recent South African raids into Angola,

#1350 Mr Tony Marlew (Northamplon North): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign

and Commonwealth Affairs ,if he will make a statement on current United Kingdom -

interests in the Persian Gull, »

F*1351 Mr Michael Meadowerelt (Leeds West): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will maks a stalement on the recent visit by the Minister
of State for Foreign and Commonweaith Affairs to Guatemala for the meeling of the

Forcign Ministers from the European Community, Central America snd the Contadora
Group.

¥152 Mr Teddy Tayloc (Souihznd East): To ask the Secretary of Siate for Foreiga and Com-
monwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had recently with the Government of Pakistan
with parsicular reference 1o the situation on the Afghanistan border and the provision of
aid for refugees from Afphanistan 5 and if he will make a statement,
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The nmunber

Mr Richzrd Livsey {Brecon and Radnor):  To ask the Secretary of State for Foreig n_and
Commoawealth Affairs, when he next intends to meet representatives of the South African
Government to discuss United Kingdom-South African relations.

Mr Sydney Chapman (Chipping Barnet): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on progress at the various security
confidence-building and disarmament conferences under way.

Mr David Sumberg (Bury South): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs, what assurances he has reccived from the Soviet Foreign Minister
on the subject of the Union of Soviet Socinlist Republics’ compliance with its commit-
ments under the Helsinki Agreements, in particular in relation to the freedom of Soviet
Jews to leave the country.

Mr Michael Siern (Bristol North West): To ask the Sscretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the extent to which visa-issuing
offices of his Department in Eastern Europe are sufficiently resourced as to enable them
to deal with all applications in the coming year in a speedy and orderly manner,

Mr Raland Boyes (Houghton and Washington): To ask the Secretary of State for
Forcign and Commonwealth Affairs, whether he will make a statement on the latest
progress of the proposed chemical weapons compromise suggesied by Her Majesty's
Government at the Confercnce on Disarmament in Geneva.

Mr George Robertson (Hamilton): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement about recent British arms sales to Tran.

Mr Michael Latham (Rutland and Melion): To ask the Secretary of- State for Foreign
and Commonwzalth Affairs, whether he wi.l! make a statement on his recent mieting in
London with Mr Shimon Peres, Minister of Israel.

Mr W, W. Hamilion (Central Fife): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, if he is satisfied that applicants for the administrative grades of the
Diplomatic Service have an equal chance of success regardless of their university or poly-
technic of study.

Lard James Doeglas-Hamflton (Edinburgh West): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign

and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on recent developments in human
rights in the Soviet Union.

Mr Dernis Walters (Westbury): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on recent progress towards a Middle East
peace settlement.

D¢ Norman A. Godman (Greenock and Pont Glasgow): To ask the Secretary of State for

Foreipn and Commonwealth Affairs, what is the capital cost of implementing the Falkland
Islands Conservation Zone.

Mr Terry Palchett (Barnsley East): To ask tha Seerctary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement o the mecting of the European Economic
Community Foreign Ministers and Central American Foreign Ministers in Guatemala City.

Mr Peter Temple-Meords (Leominster): To ask the Seerciary of State for Forcign and
Commonwealth Alfairs, if he has any plans to visit Washington DC to discuss matters
of common Anglo-Unitzd Stzates interests,

Mr Trouk Haymes (Ashfield): To ask the Seerctary of State for Foreizn and Common-
wealth Adfaies, whea he expects o make an ineunczmml on the restaration of demoe-
gey in the Turks and Caicos Isloads @ and if he will make a statement.

Me Mormaa Buchan (Paisley South): To ask the Seeretary of State for Forcign and
Commonwealth Affales, what steps Her Mzjosty’s Govemment is taking to consult the
Froatline States of South Alricn buth jointly acd severally with a visw to respoading
to thair appeals for assisiance to withstand South Aftiean agaression and destabilization.

Mr Archy Kis%owood (Pugby and Keniiworth):  To ask the Secretary of Statz for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will maks a statement on Her Majesty's Government's

policy on the fnancial crisis facing the specialist and technical agencies of the United
Natioas,

Mr Dovid Kaox (StaTordshire Moorlands): To ask the Seerelary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AlTaies, if he will make a statement on the development of co-ordin-
ated community policics in the European Community.
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Mr Tam Dalyell (Linlithgow): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, whether he has any plans to increase funding for the British Broad-
casting Corporation World Service.

Mr Tom Cox (Tooting): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Aldfairs, when he last met the Turkish Foreign Minister; and what subjects were dis-
cussed.

Mr Robert Hughes (Aberdeen North): To ask the Secretary of State for Forcign and
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations Her Majesty’s Government has made to
the Government of South Africa about that countris's continued incursions into Angola.

Mr Norman Atkinson (Tottenham): To ask the Secretary of State for Forcign and Com-
monwealth Alfairs, what progress has been made towards a settlement in Cyprus follow-
ing his most recent talks with both Greece and Turkey.

Sir Russell Johnston (Inverness, Nairm and Lochaber): To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what consideration has been given to the Vredeling
Directive, as amended on [3th July 1983, in the light of recent events at the Caterpillar
Plant, Uddingston ; and if he will make a statement.

Mr Alistalr Burt (Bury North): To ask the Secreta:}' of State for Foreign and Commo:-
wealth Affairs, whether he has any plans to review the levels of commercial representa-
tion in British misions abroad,

Mr Geoff Lawler (Bradford North): To ask the Secrctary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwezalth Affairs, what percentage of temporary visa applications are being dealt with
on the same day that they are lodged at the United Kingdom's diplomatic posts in the
Indian sub-continent.

Mr Derek Spencer (Leicester South): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on ths most recent position in the working
of the visa system in the Indian sub-continent.

Mr Piers Merchant (Newcastle upon Tyne Central): To ask the Secretary of State for
Forcign and Commonwealth Affairs, if he will make a statement on the East/West arms
control negotiations in Geneva.

Mr Peter Hardy (Wentworth): To ask the Secretary of State for chign and Commun-

i, 1o ol . i 1 the S o O T ach

to the of the process to the
dispute and in the Middle East generally.

Mr Robert Litherland (Manchester Central): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with Mr Philip Habib, President
Reagan's Special Envoy, on Central America.

Mr Gavin Strang (Edinburgh East): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commaonwealth Affairs, what initiatives the Government have proposed with a view to
making progress towards a comprehensive test ban treaty ; and if he will make a
statement.

Mr Ardrew Hunier (Basirgsioke): To ask the Sccretary of State for Foreign and Com-
monwealth Aflairs, what recent contact he has had with black South Africa’s representa-
tives of organisations other than the African National Congress: and if he will make a
statement.

Mr Peter Thurnhom (Bolton North East):  To ask the Secretary of State for Forcign and
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will m:-.L.: @ o the 255 O

ments for the pooling of i

Mr Alfred Dohs (Battersea): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, how many checks Falkland Islands fishery protection ships have made on
vessels fishing inside the Falkland Islands Conservation Zone since Ist February.

Mr Robert Adiey (Christchurch): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-

wealth Affairs, what action he is taking to uphold the United Nations ban on arms sales to
South Africa ; and if he will make a statement.

Sir Joha Bigps-Davison (Epping Forest): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Aflairs, if he will make a statement about Anglo-South African relations.

Mr Tema Clarke (Monklands West): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, if he will raise with his European Economic Community counter-
parts the supply by EEC countries of arms to UNITA,
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA
29 January 1987

H.E. Yehuda Avner

Ambassador of Israel

Embassy of Israel

2 Palace Green

Loendon W8 40QB

i Cbonidr

Thank you for your letter of 27 November 1986,

AE you may know from conversations between my office and your
Minister, Mr Raviv, I was unable to visit Israel this month because
of the Government's determination to push through the Local
Government Finance Bill in the House of Commons, which necessitated
my presence at Westminster.

I understand from my personal assistant, Jenny Mewett, that she
and Mr Raviv had hoped that I could make the visit some time
towards the end of February, Unfortunately, this will not now

be possible because we do not know when the Bill will return from
the Lerds for further consideration on the Floor of the House,

Regrettably, therefore, I am forced to postpone indefinitely my
plans to lead a group of Labour MPs to Israel.

I am very sorry indeed for any inconvenience which this may cause
You and your colleagues but, as you will appreciate, these matters
are beyond my control.

g oo
( (/;\..:’J JL_&N[CN

Dr. J.A. Cunningham MP




EMBASSY OF ISRAEL by n1TYIR

2 PALACE GREEN
LONDON W8 4Q8 117219

Talephana o1 -837 Ml
T'"nEh hav v ‘T
1987 =m1a* 30 " .
1419 :9'2'n%0

Z NDYITN 9N

S11T7335 L 23v9mn PRYIYR iDRR

n"'arph - panbdasn 733177 117730

pIn3703 190B3I¥ AM93 R131WNY Dabwwn pYrYnwan orphnaya aoad
:0%8a3n o'panna L21/1/87 -3

.11335%3 narIn 703 N30 RS 8N J¥ UTINRR 117010 LR

L3RS pyranyt n1teria naeinn L3

AT nrainbata AP Yaal mreYhan ayaxnn LA

_p737nw50% o75TETa 173 710900 21WTTI NTUTOAN MIRYEIA AR LT

A

™

Y AD923
-.1
|
I'.
239 'oh1?
LS
%\ .T39mA PRy

pipan o [ r/”‘ IW/AA
FUALTAS




H(" TR

0, :

EMBASSY OF ISRAEL Nl e

2 PALACE GREEN
LONDON W8 408 F1n$

Telephone: 01-537 BO5S0
T"pEn hao N'>
1987 qwmyar 22
1393 32 mv0

2 noravYe 19w

1717312 ,731%I00 ¥PI1TA shNn
L] l

n'"nTe - BAAYIOR TIVYT 11N

BIN5TI5N Y1177 1LYINY DIAYENY DIRYTRYA DYpRAY avah

:07N3n b*ninna 21/1/87 -3

L37¥ D1ATIN DYRIanY RMS3IK2 nrpTaan anYyann
-1133%5 nyahah nphon

(013 ¥ n Savp kY 9INT190) 131IRY
10900 BWYA3 nrhEaph ™12 ntapTaa ravn

LNATRS 8533 ATYYY KREIID 0VIND DIT0TAA Dayan

Yy213a
N
r

\a ohyy

LTI390R0 cpnyn




Lab

J

M3 " '
ﬂ Wednesday 21 January 1987

MR JAMES WHITE (Glasgow, Pollock) : To ask the Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, if the direct British

contribution has yet been paid to the United Nations Works Relief
Agency; what information he has on the payment of contributions

by Arab states; and if he will make a statement.

No: \t}\

MR CHRIS FATTEN:
The 1986 contribu=ion of £5 million has been paid. A further

E5 million has been pledged for 1987 and will be paid during the

course of the year.

For information on the payment of contributions by Arab states,
I refer the hon Member to Annex I of the addendum to the report of the
Commissioner General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
of October 1986, UN Official Record No A/41/13/AddI, copies of which

have been deposited in the Library of the House,




21 JaNuary 1987

Mr IAaN CamPBELL (DUMBARTON): TO ASK THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS, WHAT REPORTS HE HAS RECEIVED
FROM THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR IN BEIRUT OF THE PALESTINE LIBERATION
URGANISATIONS'S NEW INITIATIVE TO RE-CREATE A STATE WITHIN A
STATE IN LEBANON.

=
L

—
3

MR TIM RENTON

HER MAJESTY'S AMBASSADOR IN BEIRUT REPORTS REGULARLY ON .
DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBAMON. WE DEPLORE THE RECENT FIGHTING AROUND
THE PALESTINIAN CAMPS AND CALL ON ALL PARTIES TO EXERCISE
RESTRAINT AND ALLOW RELIEF WORKERS SAFELY TO CARRY OUT THEIR

ESSENTIAL TASKS.




/1 JANUARY 1987

Mr Tony MARLOW (NORTHAMPTON NorTH): TO ASK THE SECRETARY OF
STATE FOR FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AEFAIRS, WHETHER HE HAS
RECEIVED ANY FURTHER INFORMATION FROM ISRAELI SOURCES CONCERNING

rHE METHOD OF DEPARTURE OF MR MORDECAI VANMUNU FROM THE UNITED
K INGDOM.

No 41




*LA

71 JaNuARY 1987

Mr ErRNIE Ross (DUNDEE WEsT): ToO ASK THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS, WHAT HAVE BEEN THE ACHIEVEMENTS

OF HIS PRESIDENCY OF THE FUROPEAN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS IN
RELATION TO GAINING A SETTLEMENT OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE
[SRAELI AND PALESTINIAN PEOPLES.

MR _TIM RENTOUN

WE HAVE REMAINED IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE PARTIES TO THE
CONFLICT AND HAVE PLAYED AN ACTIVE PART IN THE SEARCH FOR A
SETTLEMENT. THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AID AND TRADE MEASURES FOR
TuE ODccuPIED TERRITORIES ANNOUNCED ON 27 OCTOBER WHICH WE FULLY

SUPPORT SHOULD ENCOURAGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENMT AND IMPROVE THE

ATMOSPHERE FOR NEGOTIATIONS.




La

16 January 1987

Mr Andrew Faulds (Warley East): To ask the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, what vote was
cast by Her Majesty's Government at the United Nations
General Assembly on 4th December 1986 as regards the
preparatlions to be made for an internaticnal peace
conference on the Middle East.

No 117W

MR TIM RENTON

On 4 December, in the company of mest of our European
partners, we voted against an UNGA resoluticn (41/1682A) on
the situation in the Middle East, which inter alia called
for an international conference and the convening of a
preparatory committee, because of the resclution, lack of
balance and immoderate language. ©On 2 December we
abstained on UNGA resocluticn 41/43D which specifically

addressed the guestion of an international conference.
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THE RT HON PETER THOMAS QC MP - CONSRVATIVE MP FOR HENDON SOUTH

p]

Born on 31 July 1920

Education: Epworth College,Rhyl
Jesus College, Oxford (MA)

1939-45 Served in the RAF 1n War
1941-45 Priscrner of War (Germany)
1947 Called to Bar
1971 Middle Temple, Bencher

'3

1951 -66 Member of Wales and Chester Curcuit MP (Conservaticve)] Conway
Divisien of Caernavonsnire

1954-59 Parliamentary Priwvate Secretary toc the Selicitor-General

196 1-64 Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Labour

1961-63 Parliamentary

der-Secretary of State, Foreign Office
L

1963-64 Minister of Forelign Affairs
1964-60 Oppositicn Front Bench Spokesman on Forelgn Aggairs and Law
§ O g T4 [= o

n
Secretary of State Ecr Wales
: grvative PFarty Organlisatian

1974 and 1975 President of the Naticnmal Unicn of Ceonservative and Unionist

Assoclates

1966-79 Deputy Chairman of the Cheshire Quarter Sessicns (QS)
1968-70 Denbigshire Q8
1965-67 Member of the Historic Builldings Council for Wales

Marital Status: Married (Wife died in 19

with two sens and two daughters.



MARICON AUDREY ROE - CONSERVATIVE M
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Born on 15 July 1936.

Education: Bromley High Schocl
Croydon High Schoeol
English School of Languages, Vevey

1978-81 Member of the London Advisory Committee, Independent Broadcasting
Associaticn

1973-81 Gatwick Alrport Concultative Committee

19B0=-813 Sputh East Thames Regicnal Health Auchority

1275=-78 Member of the Bromley Borough Council

1977 Member of the Ilford North Greater London Council

1978=82 Conservatice Deputy Chief Whip

1279 contested (Conservative) Barking

1585 Parliamentary Private Secretary to Parliamentary Under-Secretary
of State for Transport

19B4-B5% Member of the Agriculrure Select Committee

1983-85 Secretary: Conservative Backbench Horticulture Committee

1985 Conservative Bankbench Party Organisation Committee

1985~ Vice-President of the Women's Naticnal Cancer Control Campaign

1985=- patron of the United Kingdom National Committee for U.N.

Development Fund for Women

Marital Status Married and have one scon and two daughters.

Hecreations: Ballet
Qpera




DAVID

GILROY BEVAN -

CONSERVATIVE MP FOR YARDLEY

Birmingham) since 1979

Born on 10

Education:

1959-81

1983~
1979
1980
1384
1962

1971
1968
1972
1254

1957

Marital Status

Recreations

April 1928

Woodrough's School, Moseley
King Edward VI School, Birmingham

Served on Birmingham City Council and later West Midlands
County Council.

Past member of the Finance and General Purposes Committee,
and Policy and Priorities Committee.

Past Chairman of the City Transport Committee, West Midlands
Passenger Transport Authority and Transport and Highways
Committes.

Member of the House of Commons Committees:-

Select Committee on Transpert

Joint Chairman of the All Party Leisure and Recreation Industry
Joint Honorary Secretary of the Urban Affairs and New Towns
Chairman of the Tourism Committee.

Fellow of the Incorporated Association of Architects and
Surveyors.

Fellow of the Rating and Valuation Association

Fellow of the Incorporated Society of Valuers and Auctioneers
Fallow of the Faculty of Building

Fellow of the Incorporation of Insurance Agents

Member of the Royal Society for the Promotion of Health

Married and have one son and three daughters.

Gardening
Walking




MR MALCOLM THORNTON - CONSERVATIVE MP FOR CROSBY (sSince 1983)

Born on 3 April 1939

Education: Wallasey Grammer School
Liverpocl Nautical College

1955-79 Liverpcol Pilot Service

1965-74 Member of the Wallasey County Borough Council

1968-69 Chairman of the Transport Committee

1973=7 Wirral Metropolitan Council

1974=77 Council Leader

1975=77 Chairman of the Merseyside Metropolitan Districts Liaison Committee
Education Committee, Association of Metropolitan Authorities
(Member 12374-73)

1978 Council of Local Education Autheorities

1975-79 Member of the Burnham (Primary and Seccondary) Committee .

1979=-B3 MP for Liverpool, Garston

1981-B3 Parliamentary Private Secretary of State for Industry

1983-84 for the Environment

Marital Status:

Recreations: Fishing
Sailing

Cacking
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MARTIN M. BRANDON BRAVO M.P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS '
LONDON, SW1A QAA

21 November,

Mr Moshe Rawviwv,

Minister of Plenipotentiary,
Embassy of Israel,

Z Palace Green,

London W8 40B.

Lear Mr Haviv,

Many thanks for your kind advice and assistance and we have
booked and confirmed with Mr Moses of Goodmos, a ten day
family vacation in Israel.

1986.

We are staying 5 days bas# in Tel Aviv and four in Jerusalem

and we will have a car throughout the period.

I would loye the opportunity of showing the family the Knesset

and one or two other places of particular interest and if the

good offices of the Embassy could be used in this regard, I
would be extremely grateful.

I appreciate that this is over the holiday period but if the
opportunity arises for an hour or so up-date of the current

e

situation then ijgpt certainly would welcome such a briefing.

If there are maﬁfers where I can be of service, you know
that servicewill be willingly given.

Kind regards,

e
'
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Wednesday
17 December 1986

Volume 107
No. 25

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Foreign Affairs Council

Mr. George Robertson (Hamilton):

It is worth remembering today what the Government's

objective was during their presidency of the Community,
In June the Foreign Secretary said that it was to make
“a real contribution to the lives of ordinary people,”
In this aim, a5 in 50 many others , we have seen a miserable
failure, and nowhere has that failure been more marked
than in foreign affairs. In July, a united potitical stance on
apartheid was sabotaged by the spoiling tactics of this
Government, which led to the feeble and half-baked stance
that was eventually adopted against South Africa. Was
that not the root cause of the paralysis in October in
response to Syrian terrorism in Britain? Can the Foreign
Secretary tefl us of the reaction in the Foreign Affairs
Council this week to Britian's high-minded and oft-
repeated rhetoric about united action on terrorism, in the
light of the increasing evidence of, first, our own urms-
related exports to both Libya and Iran and, secondly, our
acquiescence in the American arms fiasco over Iran? Did
not our partners in the Community see through the brazen
hypocrisy of the British Government demanding sunctions
against these countries, as we simultaneously  sell
submarine syncro-lift machininery to Libya and send
Chieftain tank parts and now E£240 million-worth of
military radar to Iran? Does this open bending of the
Government’s rules not debase our own position in uniting
the Community aganst terrorist states?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: 1 must say that the hon.
Gentleman’s intervention will itself be memorable for its
almost total lack of connection with the subject under
discussion. He has embarked upon a discussion of the sale
of arms to Iran and Libya, neither of which was under
discussion at the meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council,
upon which [ am reporting——

Mr. George Robertson: Why not?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: Because not one of my European
colleagues dwells anywhere near the land filled with
[antasy which the Opposition Front Bench occupies. The
reality of co-operation on foreign affairs matters in
Europe in the last six months has been more effective co-
operation than ever before over the development, under
British leadership of a policy against terrorism, and more
effective co-operation than ever before over the
development of a common policy in relation to drugs,
terrorism and crime throughout Europe




: House of Commons

Wednesday 17 December 1986

Foreign Affairs Council

Mr. Reg Freeson (Brent, East): Considering that three
of the world's six leading arms traders are Germany,
France and Britain, and that that massive trade is a major
cause of poverty, which was referred to earlier, as well as
a cause of major leakage into terrorist hands of weapons
of destruction, why was the international arms trade and
the control and reduction of that trade not a subject of
major discussion at the meeting?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: Because it was not on the agenda.
Mr. Freeson: Why not!

Mr. Tony Marlow (Northampton, North): As the
Community is committed to strong action against
terrorism, what action has been taken to establish how Mr.
Mordechai Vanunu was removed, first from London, and
then, apparently, from Paris, against his will?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: That matter has not been raised
within the Community. It was the subject of an
Adjournment debate in the House about a fortnight ago.

Mr. Stefan Terlezki (Cardiff, West): | wish to
congratulate my right hon. and learned Friend on his
presidency of the European Community and on the fact
that he has fought so vigorously on the subject of human
rights in the Soviet Union. [ should like to ask him most
sincerely to continue fighting and speaking about human
rights in the Soviet Union and the satellite states, so that
the Soviet Union will recognise and implement the
Helsinki human rights agreement.

Sir Geoffrey Howe: [ am grateful to my hon. Friend,
That matter is under discussion at the follow-up meeting
of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe
and the countries of the Twelve are taking a strong and
united position, precisely as my hon. Friend would wish.

Mr. Andrew Faulds (Warley, East): Does the right hon.
and learned Gentleman appreciate that the House, with its
charitable disposition, does not blame him too much for
his lacklustre presidency because it realises that the Prime
Minister is growing increasingly unpopular in Europe, for
good reason? Specifically on the Hindawi case, does the
right hon. and learned Gentleman not realise that there is
a fallacy central to his argument in that there is now
greater awareness, certainly among European leaders and
probably among most European parliamentarians, that in
the specific Hindawi case, it was a rigged situation which
conned the British court because it was created by Mossad
in co-operation with MI57

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The hon. Gentleman strays a long
way beyond the scope of any conceivable agenda. There
is no evidence to support his approach to the matter.

Mr. Faulds: Every bit of evidence.

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The entire Community support
the action taken against the Syrian Government on the
hasis of evidence presented to the Community as a result
of the decision of a British court,

Mr., Ernie Ross (Dundee, West): Will the Foreign
Secretary tell usin what activity Foreign Council Ministers
have engaged in attempting to resolve the problem in the
middle east, especially the Arab-Israeli conflict? Did they
tuke any specific action following the use of live
ammunition by the Israeli defence forces on the west bank
in Gaza over the past few weeks? What progress has been
made by the European Council of Ministers in gaining
access for produce from the west bank in Gaza to the
Common Market?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The Arab-Israeli dispute has been
addressed a number of times during our presidency. It is
because of the importance of the subject that Britain
initiated and put in place the policy for Community aid
and Community trade access to be extended to the peop
of the west bank and those in Gaza. That is an importa
response to the issue raised by the hon. Gentleman and it
arises directly from Britian'as initiative in the Community.

The use of live ammunition in incidents in Israel over
the past week or so has been the subject of active
consideration, in which Britain supported the relevant
resolution at the United Nations together with all other
Community Members on the Security Council.
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DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Foreign Affairs Council

Mr. George Robertson (Hamilton}:

It is worth remembering today what the Government's

objective was during their presidency of the Community.
In June the Foreign Secretary said that it was to make
“u real contribution to the lives of ordinary people.”
In this aim, as in 50 many others , we have seen 2 miserable
failure, and nowhere has that failure been more marked
than in foreign affairs. In July, a united political stance on
apartheid was sabotaged by the spoiling tactics of this
Government, which led to the feeble and half-baked stance
that was eventually adopted against South Africa. Was
that not the root cause of the paralysis in October in
response to Syrian terrorism in Britain? Can the Foreign
Secretary tell us of the reaction in the Foreign Affairs
Council this week to Britian's high-minded and oft-
repeited rhetoric about united action on terrorism, in the
light of the increasing evidence of, first, our own arms-
related exports to both Libya and Iran and, secondly, our
acquiescence in the American arms fiasco over frun? Did
not our partners in the Community see through the brazen
hypocrisy of the British Government demanding sanctions
aguinst these countries, as we simultaneously  sell
submurine syncro-lift machininery to Libya and send
Chieftain tank parts and now E240 million-worth of
military radar to [ran” Does this open bending of the
Government’s rules not debuse our own position in uniting
the Community aganst terrorist states?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: I must say that the hon.
Gentleman's intervention will itself be memorable for its
almost total lack of connection with the subject under
discussion. He has embarked upon a discussion of the sale
of arms to Itan and Libya, neither of which was under
discussion at the meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council,
upon which | am reporting——

Mr. George Robertson: Why not?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: Because not one of my European
colleagues dwells anywhere near the land filled with
fantasy which the Opposition Front Bench occupies. The
reality of co-operation on foreign affairs matters in
Europe in the last six months has been more effective co-
operation than ever before over the development, under
British leadership of a policy against terrorism, and more
effective co-operation than ever before over the
development of a common policy in relation to drugs,
terrorism and crime throughout Europe.
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Foreign Affairs Council

Mr. Reg Freeson (Brent, East): Considering that three
of the world's six leading arms traders are Germany,
France and Britain, and that that massive trade is a major
cause of poverty, which was referred to earlier, as well as
a cause of major leakage into terrorist hands of weapons
of destruction, why was the international arms trade and
the control and reduction of that trade not a subject of
major discussion at the meeting?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: Because it was not on the agenda.
Mr. Freeson: Why not?

Mr. Tony Marlow (Northampton, North): As the
Community is committed to strong action against
terrorism, what action has been taken to establish how Mr.
Mordechai Vanunu was removed, first from London, and
then, apparently, from Paris, against his will?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: That matter has not been raised
within the Community, [t was the subject of an
Adjournment debate in the House about a fortnight ago.

Mr. Stefan Terlezki (Cardiff, West): | wish to
congratulate my right hon. and learned Friend on his
presidency of the European Community and on the fact
that he has fought so vigorously on the subject of human
rights in the Soviet Union. [ should like to ask him most
sincerely to continue fighting and speaking about human
rights in the Soviet Union and the satellite states, so that
the Soviet Union will recognise and implement the
Helsinki human rights agreement,

Sir Geoffrey Howe: [ am grateful to my hon. Friend.
That matter is under discussion at the follow-up meeting
ol the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe
and the countries of the Twelve are taking a strong and
united position, precisely as my hon. Friend would wish,

Mr. Andrew Faulds (Warley, East): Does the right hon.
and learned Gentleman appreciate that the House, with its
charitable disposition, does not blame him too much for
his lacklustre presidency because it realises that the Prime
Minister is growing increasingly unpopular in Europe, for
good reason? Specifically on the Hindawi case, does the
right hon. and learned Gentleman not realise that there is
a fallacy central to his argument in that there is now
greater awareness, certainly among European leaders and
probably among most European parliamentarians, that in
the specific Hindawi case, it was a rigged situation which
conned the British court because it was created by Mossad
in co-operation with M15?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The hon. Gentleman strays a long
way bevond the scope of any conceivable agenda. There
15 no evidence to support his approach to the matter.

Mr. Faulds: Every bit of evidence. ,
rte

Sir GeolTrey Howe: The entire Community suppo
the action taken against the Syrian Government on the
basis of evidence presented to the Community as a result
of the decision of a British court.

Mr. Ernie Ross (Dundee, Wesi): Will the Foreign
Secretary tell us in what activity Foreign Council Ministers
have engaged in attempting to resolve the problem in the
middle east, especially the Arab-Israeli conflict? Did they
take any specific action following the use of live
ammunition by the Israeli defence forces on the west bank
in Gaza over the past few weeks? What progress has been
made by the European Council of Ministers in gaining
access for produce from the west bank in Gaza to the
Common Market?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The Arab-Israeli dispute has been
addressed a number of times during our presidency, It is
because of the importance of the subject that Britain
initiated and put in place the policy for Community aid
and Community trade access to be extended to the peo
of the west bank and those in Gaza. That is an importan
response to the issue raised by the hon. Gentleman and it
arises directly from Britian'as initiative in the Community.

The use of live ammunition in incidents in lsrael over
the past week or so has been the subject of active
consideration, in which Britain supporled the relevant
resolution at the United Nations together with all other
Community Members on the Security Council.
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Foreign Affairs Council

Mr. George Robertson (Hamilton):

It is worth remembering toduy whut the Government's

objective was during their presidency of the Community,
In June the Foreign Secretary said that it was to make
“a real contribution to the lives of ordinary people.”
In this aim, as in so many others , we have seen a miserable
failure. and nowhere has that failure been more marked
than in foreign affairs. In July, a united political stance on
apartheid was sabotaged by the spoiling tactics of this
Government, which led to the feeble and half-baked stance
that was eventually adopted against South Africa. Was
that not the root cause of the paralysis in October in
response to Syrian terrorism in Britain? Can the Foreign
Secretary tell us of the reaction in the Foreign Affairs
Council this week to Britian's high-minded and oft-
repeated rhetoric ubout united action on terrorism, in the
light of the increasing evidence of, first, our own wrms-
related exports to both Libya and Iran and, secondly, our
acquiescence in the American arms fiasco over Irun? Did
not our purtners in the Community see through the brazen
hypocrisy of the British Government demanding sanctions
against these countries, as we simultaneously sell
submarine syncro-lift machininery to Libya and send
Chieftain tank parts and now E240 million-worth of
military radar to Iran? Does this open bending of the
Government's rules not debase our own position in uniting
the Community aganst terrorist states?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: | must say that the hun..

Gentleman's intervention will itself be memorable for its
almost total lack of connection with the subject under
discussion. He has embarked upon a discussion of the sale
of arms to Itan and Libya, neither of which was under
discussion at the meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council
upon which I am reporting—

Mr. George Robertson: Why not?

Sir Geolfrey Howe: Because not one of my European
colleagues dwells anywhere near the land filled with
fantasy which the Opposition Front Bench occupies. The
reality of co-operation on foreign alfuirs matters in
Europe in the last six months has been more effective co-
operation thun ever before over the development, under
British leadership of a policy against terrorism, and more
effective  co-operation than ever before over the
development of a common policy in relation to drugs,
terrorism and crime throughout Europe.
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Foreign Affairs Council

Mr. Reg Freeson (Brent, East): Considering that three
of the world’s six leading arms traders are Germany,
France and Britain, and that that massive trade is a major
cause of poverty, which was referred to earlier, as well as
a cause of major leakage into terrorist hands of weapons
of destruction, why was the international arms trade and
the control and reduction of that trade not a subject of
major discussion at the meeting?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: Because it was not on the agenda.
Mr. Freeson: Why not?

Mr. Tony Marlow (Northampton, North): As the
Community is committed to strong action igainst
terrorism, what action has been taken to establish how Mr.
Mordechai Vanunu was removed, first from London, and
then, apparently, from Paris, against his will?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: That matter has not been raised
within the Community. It was the subject of an
Adjournment debate in the House about a fortnight ago.

Mr. Stefan Terlezki (Cardiff, West): I wish to
congratulate my right hon. and learned Friend on his
presidency of the European Community and on the fact
that he has fought so vigorously on the subject of human
rights in the Soviet Union. [ should like to ask him maost
sincerely to continue fighting and speaking about human
rights in the Soviet Union and the satellite states, so that

the Soviet Union will recognise and implement the
Helsinki human rights agreement.

Sir Geoffrey Howe: | am grateful 1o my hon. Friend.
That matter is under discussion at the follow-up meeting
ol the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe
and the countries of the Twelve are taking a strong and
united position, precisely as my hon. Friend would wish.

Mr. Andrew Faulds (Warley, East): Does the right hon.
and learned Gentleman appreciate that the House, with its
charitable disposition, does not blame him too much for
his lacklustre presidency because it realises that the Prime
Minister is growing increasingly unpopular in Europe, for
good reason? Specifically on the Hindawi case, does the
right hon. and learned Gentleman not realise that there is
a fallacy central to his argument in that there is now
greater awareness, certainly among European leaders and
probably among most European parliamentarians, that in
the specific Hindawi case, it was a rigged situation which
conned the British court because it was created by Mossad
in co-operation with MI57

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The hon. Gentleman strays a long
way beyond the scope of any conceivable agenda. There
15 no evidence to support his approach to the matter.

Mr. Faulds: Every bit of evidence. ,
&

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The entire Community support
the action taken against the Syrian Government on the
basis of evidence presented to the Community as a result
of the decision of a British court,

Mr. Ernie Ross (Dundee, West): Will the Foreign
Secretary tell us in what activity Foreign Council Ministers
have engaged in attempting to resolve the problem in the
middle east, especially the Arab-Israeli conflict? Did they
take any specific action following the use of live
ammunition by the Israeli defence forces on the west bank
in Gaza over the past few weeks? What progress has been
made by the European Council of Ministers in gaining

access for produce from the west bank in Gaza to the
Common Market?

Sir Geoffrey Howe: The Arab-Israeli dispute has been
addressed a number of times during our presidency. Tt is
because of the importance of the subject that Britain
initiated and put in place the policy for Community aid
and Community trade access to be extended to the peop
of the west bank and those in Gaza. That is an importan
response to the issue raised by the hon. Gentleman and it
arises directly from Britian’as initiative in the Community.

The use of live ammunition in incidents in Israel over
the past week or so has been the subject of active
consideration, in which Britain supported the relevant
resolution at the United Nations together with all other
Community Members on the Security Council.




EMBASSY OF ISRAEL oAl 1 et )

2 PALACE GREEN
LONDON W8 4QB nn?

Talephone: 01-937 BOG0

T"nwn 17200 ‘3
1985 9any9 22
1305 :1*5wn*0

2 NOITIN 9N

\i
‘. L10T730% L 23Inn YR iNNn

OTHA DIYI3T 11717TaN

ST NW133 1YYIAE DARYYRY TRYS miaiwnn ovpmy a1

.19/12 =2 vandqan 221772

.n31713 n7079a0 hhdwnn ¥R 0WRIn PNy L2

UV'TH PDYN




Friday
19 December 1986

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Human Rights

Mr. Hind asked the Secretary of State for Forcign and
Commonwealth Affairs if he will make a statement on the
extent to which eastern bloc countrics have been fulfilling
their human rights obligations under the Helsinki and
Madnd agreements

Mrs. Chalker: | refer my hon. Friend 1o the reply that
my hon. Friend the Minister of State, Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, the hon. Member for Mid-Sussex
(Mr. Renton) gave to my hon. Friend the Member [or
Welwyn Hatfield (Mr. Murphy) on 3 July at columns
#37-40). We are currently examining the record of the
Soviet Union and Eastern countries in the CSCE Vienna
follow-up meeting: our policy towards this meeting was
most recently set out in the reply by my hon. Friend the
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs to my hon. Friend the Member for
Bournemouth, East {(Mr. Atkinson) on & November al
columns | 190-94.
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Written Answers to Questions

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Alexander Ogorodnikoy

Mr. Hargreaves asked the Secretury of State for
Foreign and Commaonwealth AlTairs if he will make
representations o the Government of the Union of Soviet
Soculist Repubhes  abour  the case of  Alexander
Ogorodmbkos ;. and if he will make a statement

Mr. Eggar: Mr Ogorodnikoy’s case hus been raised by
our delegation it the CSCE review meeting in Vienna, We
will contimue to ke every suitahle opportunity to raise
human fghts abuses with the Soviet authorites.

Mr. Hargreaves usked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will publish in
the fwin! Report as much information as 15 i his
possession about Alexander Ogorodmkov of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics: and il he will make a statement

Mr. Eggar: Alexander Ogorodnikov founded the
Chrstian semnar discussion group 1in 1974, He was
arrested in 1978, sentenced to one year in a labour camp
in 1979, and resenténced to further terms in 1980 and in
April this vear. He is reported to be in very poor health
and has attempied suicide on three occasions. We deplore
hl'ﬁ conlinued |.'T'|F"]'.':‘~I.I'I'l'|f'||..'!'|'|




CSCE VIENNA FOLLOW-UP MEETING
BETATEMENT
ON BEHALF OF
THE UNITED KINGDOM
BY
MR LAURENCE O'KEEFFE
THE LEADER OP THE UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION

VYIENNA

12 December 1986

1 HAD INTENDED TO SPEAR TODAY, MR CHAIRMAN, ON THE SUBJECT OF

BASKET 11 WHERE WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN SOME ENCOURACEMENT TO BELLEVE
THERE HAS BEEN PROGRESS, WITH HMOKE PROMISED, MWOWEVER, NOTHING MORE
ILLUSTRATES THE LESSON THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROVISIONS OF THE ACT
IN EFFECT COLOUR ALL QUR DEBATES THAN THE WEWS OF THE DEATH OF
ANATOLY MARCHENEO, I SIMPLY CAKNOT SPEAK OF ANYTHING ELSE BUT HUMAN

RIGHTS TODAY.

ACCORDIRG TO THE LOWDON NEWSPAPERS QUOTING A SOVIET FOREIGN
MINISTRY SPOKESMAN, ANATOLY MARCHENKO DIED FROM A BRAIN HAFMORSAHMAGE
WHICH FOLLOWED A LONG AND NATURAL DISEASE. I SHOULD LIKE TO REFLECT

FOR A HOMENT TODAY ON THE NATURE OF THAT DISEASE.

IN THE FIRST EIGHT YEARS THE SYMPTOMS SEEM TO MAVE BEEN DETENTION
IN A LABOUR CAMP, A PRISON CAMP AND SUBSEQUENTLY VLADIMIR PRISON IN
THE MOSCOW DISTRICT. APTIER THIS HIS HEALTH WAS PERMANENTLY IMPAIRED.
HE HAD BY THEN BECOME DEAF FROM AN ATTACK OF MENINGITIS AMD ONKLY NUMEROUS
BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS IN 1966 SAVED HIS LIFE AFTER HE SUFFERED SEVERE

HAEMORRHAGING OF THE INTESTINES,

THE DISEASE WAS LESS PAINFUL FOR A FEW YEARS, BUT THEN 1T RETURNED
IN A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT FORM., THIS TIME THE SYMPTOMS WEEE A YEAR IN A
LABOUR CAMP IN THE NORTHERN URALS FOLLOWED BY EXILE IN A SIBERIAN LUMBER
CAMP. HIS ILLNESS THEN WAS IN REMISSION - STILL ACTIVE BUT LESS PAINFUL =

FOR FOUR YEARS WHFN HF SFETTIFN WITH HIG WIFE IN A WRITCRI' COLONT.




HOWEVER, DISEASES LIKE HIS ARE PROGRESSIVE. THERE WERE FRESH
SYMPTCOMS IN 1975 WHEN HE WAS SENT BACK TO HIS LABOUR CAMP FOR TEN
YEARS FOLLOWED HY FIVE OF INTERMAL EXILE. LAST YEAR THE DISEASE GREW

WORSE. HE WAS SENT BACK TO PRISOQN.

THERE, TO QUOTE FROM THE OBITUARY IN THE LONDON TIMES
"THERE THE LEISURELY APPARATUS OF SOVIET STATE
PERSECUTION ACCOMPLISHED ITS FINAL AIH AGAINST A
CONSTITUTION WEAKENED BY SUFFERING, AND BY THE SERIES
OF HUNGER STRIXES HE BRAVELY UNDERTOCK IN SUPPORT OF
OTHFR NTSSTDENTS. HE WAS DENIED VIBITE FROM 0I5 FAMILY,
AND LAST YEAR HAD HIS HEARING AID REMOVED, LEAVING HIM

COMPLETELY DEAF."

WE HMOURN HIS PASSING. WE PROFOUNDLY SYMPATHISIZE WITH LARISSA,
HIS WIFE. BUT WE DO NOT REGRET THE DISEASE FROM WHICH HE SUFFERED FOR
HOST OF HIS LIFE. THE DISEASE HAS DIFFERENT NAMES IN DIFFERENT
COUNTRIES. 1IN THE SOVIET UNION IT IS APPARENTLY CALLED "HOOLIGANISH" IN
ITS EARLY STAGES. AFTERWARDS, WHEN IT CROWS WORSE IT IS5 CALLED “ANTI-SOVIET
AGITATION". HERE IN THIS ROOM IT IS HOST OFTEN ENOWN AS THE RIGHT OF THE
INDIVIDUAL TO KNOW AND ACT UPON HIS n:uﬁrs AND DUTLES. 1IN MOST OF OUR
COUNTRIES 1T IS SOMETIMES CALLED THE LOVE OF LIBERTY AND SOMETIMES THE
HATRED OF OPPRESSION. IT IS A LONG DISEASE, MR CHAIRMAN, AND 1T CERTAINLY

IS A NATURAL OKE.

FIMALLY, MR CHAIRMAN, SINCE I SPEAK TODAY OF DISEASES, I MUST
MENTION ANOTHER. IT 15 ONE WHICH MOST OF US HERE CALL SHOOTING PEOPLE,
IT APPEARS THAT IN ONE PARTICIPATIMG STATE THERE ARE PEOPLE S0 DESPERATE
TO ESCAPE OPPRESSION THAT THEY ARE PREPARED TO RISK ANYTHING. ACCORDING
T0 THE LATEST COPY OF THE EAST GERMAN MAGAZINE "MILITARWESEN"THE DISEASE
OF SHOOTING PEOPLE WHO TAKE THIS RISK HAS SEVERAL NAMES. 11 15 VARIOUsSLY
CALLED “AN ACT OF SOCIALIST HUMAMISM™, "AN ACT OF PEACE DESIGNED TO PROTECT
SOCIALIST ACHIEVEMENTS" AND "A GUARANTEE OF SOCIETY'S PROGRESS WHICH CANNOT
BE MORALLY CONDEMNED". WELL, WHATEVER WE CALL IT, MR CHAIRMAN, IT IS A

FATAL DISEASE. MEN AND WOMEN DIE OF IT. AND WE DO CONWDEMN IT.
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OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

PRIME MINISTER

Mr. Mordecai Vanunu

Mr. Marlow asked the Prime Minister whut (urther
action Her Mujesty’s Government propose 1o take 1o
secure information with regard to the circumstances
surrounding the departure of Mordecai Vanunu from the
United Kindom ; and if she will make a statement

The Prime Minister: We have no plans at present to
take any further action
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
DEFENCE

Orverseas Personnel (Training)

Mr. Chris Smith asked the Secretary of State l(or
Defence what monitoring takes place of the training of
overseas military and Secunty personnel by Briush
commercial companies fa) in the United Kingdom and
T} OvErscus,

Mr. Stanley: Such training s a matter (or the
compames themselves. However, my Department liaises as
necessary  both ar home und abroad with  British
companies engaged in the sale of defence equipment or
defence services
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1768 Notices of Motions | Y Deaanace it

184 THE MIDDLE EAST AND PALESTINE = i
Mr Ernie Ross
Mr Steve Norris
Mrs Ann Clwyd
Mr Robert Hicks
Mr William McKelvey

Mr Peter Temple-Morris
* 29

That this House is convinced that the United Kingdom Governmeni can make an
important and positive contribution to the attainment of a comprehensive, just and lasting
peace in the Middle East through a just solution to the problem of Palestine, the core
of the Arab-Israeli conflict; recognises the right of all states in the region lo existence
within secure and internationally recognised boundaries, with justice and security for all
the people ; and calls on the United Kingdom Government to support the United Nations
General Assembly resolution 38/58 C which invites all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict,
including the Palestine Liberation Organisation, as well as the United States of America,
the Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics and other concerned states, to participate in the
Intemational Peace Conference on the Middle East on an equal footing and with equal
rights.

As an Amendment to Mr Emie Ross’s proposed Motion (The Middle East and
Palestine) ;'

Mr Michael Latham
Mr David Sumberg
Mr Robin Squire
Mr Neil Thorne

“ 4
Line 1. leave out from *House’ to end and add * believes that the only lasting
solution to the conflict berween the state of Israel and her neighbours will come from
direct pegotiations between those states along the lines of the peace process between
Isrecl and Egypt, if necessary under intemauonal auspices, as Mr Shimon Peres has
previously accepted ; affirms that there can be po place in such negotiations for Yasir
Arafat’s branch of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, which is still engaged in armed
viclence and which has never publicly and uncquivocally accepted the right of the stare
of Israel to exist within secure and interpationally recognised boundaries | and notes that
King Husszin has lost patience with the Palestine Liberation Organisation as well.",

No.23  Notices of Questions and Motions : 15th December 1986 1821

I THE MIDDLE EAST AND PALESTINE

Mr Emic Ross
Mr Steve Norris
Mrs Ann Clwyd
Mr Robert Hicks
Mr Wiliam McKelvey
Mr Peter Temple-Morris
* 10
Mr Dennis Walters
That this House is convinced that the United Kingdom Government can make an
important and positive contribution to the attainment of a comprehensive, just and lasting
peace in the Middle East through a just solution to the problem of Palestine, the core
of the Arab-lsracli conflict ; recogniscs the nght of all states in the region to existence
within secure and intermationally recognised boundaries, with justice and security for all
the people ; and calls on the United Kingdom Government 1o support the United Nations
Geperal Assembly resolution 38/58 C which invites all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict,
including the Palesune Liberation Organisation, as well as the United States of America,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and other concerned states, to participate in the
lotemational Peace Conference on the Middle East on an equal footing and with equal
nghts
As an Amendmeat to Mr Ermie Ross's proposed Moton (The Middle East and
Palestine);
Mr Michae] Latham
Mr David Sumberg
Mr Robin Squire
Mr Neil Thorne

* 4
Line 1, leave out from 'House' to end and add °belicves that the omly lasting
soluton to the conflict berween the state of Israel and her neighbours will come from
dircct negouations between those states along the lines of the peace process between
Israel and Egypt, i necessary under imternational auspices, as Mr Shimon Peres has
previcusly accepted ;| affirms that there can be no place in such negotiations for Yasir
Arafat’s branch of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, which is still engaged in armed
violence and which has never publicly and unequivocally accepted the right of the state
of Israel to exist within secure and interpationally recognised boundaries ; and notes that
King Husszin has lost patience with the Palestine Liberation Organisation as well.",

4 The figure following this rymbol plver the teval mumbrer of nomes of Members appended. Including thosr
namen added in thiv s#divion of the Norticer of Quentions and M anions.
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184 THE MIDDLE EAST AND PALESTINE

Mr Ernie Ross
Mr Steve Norris
Mrs Ann Clwyd
Mr Robert Hicks
Mr William McKelvey
Mr Peter Temple-Morris
* 3l
Mr Max Madden
That this House is convinced that the United Kingdom Government can make an
important and positive contribution to the attainment of a comprehensive, just and lasting
peace in the Middle East through a just solution to the problem of Palestine, the core
of the Arab-Israeli conflict : recognises the right of all states in-the region to existence
within secure and internationally recognised boundaries, with justice and security for all
the people ; and calls on the United Kingdom Government to support the United Nations
General Assembly resolution 38/58 C which invites all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict,
including the Palestine Liberation Organisation, as well as the United States of America,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and other concerned states, to participate in the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East on an equal footing and with equal
rights,
As an Amendment to Mr Emie Ross's proposed Motion (The Middle East and
Palestine):
Mr Michael Latham
Mr David Sumberg
Mr Robin Squire
Mr Neil Thorne

* 4
Line 1, leave out from *House' to end and add "believes that the only lasting
solution to the conflict between the state of Israel and her neighbours will come from
direct negotiations between those states along the lines of the peace process between
Israel and Egypt, if necessary under international auspices, as Mr Shimon Peres has
previously accepted ; affirms that there can be no place in such negotiations for Yasir
Arafat's branch of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, which is still engaged in armed
violence and which has never publicly and unequivocally accepted the right of the state
of Israel to exist within secure and internationally recognised boundaries : and notes that
King Hussein has lost patience with the Palestine Liberation Organisation as well.’,

Yr The figure following this symbol gives the total mamber of names of Members appended, including those
names added in this edition of the Notices of Questions and Motions.

w
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88 MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS

Mr Reg Freeson
Mr Laurie Pavitt
Sir Geoffrey Finsberg
Mrs Gwyneth Dunwoody
Mr Michael Hancock
Mr John Butterfill
* 16
Mr R. C. Brown
That this House supports the efforts of Israel's Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and
Jordan's King Hussein in seeking a peaceful resolution to the disputes between their two
countries ; holds that any settlement must be based on mutual recognition of the legi-
timate rights of all the parties concerned ; believes that the Palestinians have a right to
participate in negotiations and that commitment to such a political process requires a
rejection of violence; recognises King Hussein's desire for peace and the offer by
Foreign Minister Peres to talk without preconditions to Jordanian and Palestinian rep-
resentatives and expresses the hope that representatives will start discussions soon and
that Mr Peres’ proposals for an international Marshall Aid type development programme
for the West Bank, Gaza and other areas, and including a permanent resettlement pro- .
gramme for Palestinian refugees, will be implemented soon, helped by Britain and other
European countries.

W Fhe fipwre following this symbol pives the tetal number of names of Members 1ppanded, including thoss
mammes dded in this edition of the Notices of Q'wertions and M orions.
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89 REPEAL OF UNITED NATIONS ZIONISM IS RACISM RESOLUTION

Mr Reg Freeson
Mr Laurie Pavitt
Mrs Gwyneth Dunwoody
Mr Michae] Hancock
Mr John Butterfill
Mr Stefan Terlezkd
* 14
Mr R. C. Brown
That this House calls for the repeal of the Zionism is Racism United Nations General
Assembly Resolution 3379 of 10th November 1975 which is based on prejudice and
emotion and not on logical argument; believes that this resolution has been used by
unscrupulous persons to encourage anti-semitism and anti-Jewish activities : and believes
that Zionism is the national liberation movement of the Jewish people who have been
oppressed for many generations and that the United Nations resolution charge that
Zionism is Racism is without foundation, is an evil slur on the Jewish people and has
demeaned the United Nations.




No.20 Notices of Questions and Motions: 9th December 1986 1537

175 BRITISH ARMS SALES TO IRAN

Mr James Wallace
Mr John Cartwright
Mr Richard Wainwright
Mr Andrew Faulds
Mr Alex Carlile
Mr Michael Meadowcroft
* 14
Mr Malcolm Bruce
That this House notes with concern that International Military Services, a company
wholly owned by the Ministry of Defence, maintains offices in Teheran engaged in the
sale of military equipment to Iran : further potes that Her Majesty's Government has
constantly refused to reveal what has been sold to Iran, and defends its actions by pleading
commercial confidentiality and that its sales are of 'non-lethal ' equipment ; condemns
these sales as immoral and Her Majesty’s Government's defence of them as unconvincing
and calls on Her Majesty’s Government to publish lists of sales to Iran, to close the
Teheran offices and to place an embargo on the sale of all military equipment or expertise
to Iran.

As an Amendment to Mr James Wallaces' proposed Motion (British Arms Sales to
Iran):
Mr Frank Cook
Mr Jack Thompson

Line 9, atend add *and to do this forthwith *,

1878 Notices of Questions and Motions : 16th December 1986 No. 24

175 BRITISH ARMS SALES TO IRAN

Mr James Wallace

Mr John Cartwright
Mr Richard Wainwright

Mr Andrew Faulds
Mr Alex Carlile
Mr Michael Meadowcroft
* 16
Mr Michael Hancock
That this House notes with concern that International Military Services, a company
wholly owned by the Ministry of Defence, maintains offises in Teheran engaged in the
sale of military equipment to Iran; further motes that Her Majesty's Government has
constantly refused to reveal what has been sold to Iran, and defends its actions by pleading
commercial confidentiality and that its sales are of 'non-lethai® equipment ; condemns
these sales as immoral and Her Majesty’s Government's defence of them as unconvincing ;
and calls on Her Majesty’'s Government to publish lists of sales to Iran, to close the
Teheran offices and to place an embargo on the sale of all military equipment or expertise
to Iran.

As an Amendment to Mr James Wallaces' proposed Motion (British Arms Sales to
Iran):

Mr Frank Cock
Mr Jack Thompson

Line 9, atend add *and to do this forthwith ",

W The figure following this symbol gives the total number of nemes of Mambers appended, including thoss
mdded im thiz edifion of the Notices of Questions and M otions.
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175 BRITISH ARMS SALES TO IRAN

Mr James Wallace
Mr John Cartwright
Mr Richard Wainwright
Mr Andrew Faulds
Mr Alex Carlile
Mr Michael Meadowcroft
* 16
That this House notes with concern that International Military Services, a company
wholly owned by the Ministry of Defence, maintains offiees in Teheran engaged in the
sale of military equipment to Iran; further notes that Her Majesty’s Government has
constantly refused to reveal what has been sold to Iran, and defends its actions by pleading
commercial confidentiality and that its sales are of ‘non-lethai’ equipment: condemns
these sales as immoral and Her Majesty’s Government’s defence of them as unconvincing ;
and calls on Her Majesty’s Government to publish lists of sales to Iran, to close the

Teheran offices and to place an embargo on the sale of all military equipment or expertise
to Iran.

As an Amendment to Mr James Wallaces' proposed Motion (British Arms Sales to .
Iran:

Mr Frank Cook
Mr Jack Thompson

Mr Dennis Skinner
Line 9, at end add *and to do this forthwith "

9 The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names of Memberr appended, including those
names added in rhizr edition of the Notices of Questions and Motions,
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188 AMERICAN SUPPLY OF ARMS TO IRAN zlhlfD FINANCE FOR CONTRAS

Mr Tom Clarke
Mr Dennis Canavan
Mr David Winnick
Mr Gareth Wardell
Mrs Gwyneth Dunwoody
Mr Tony Lloyd
13
Mr Reg Freeson
That this House unreservedly condemns the actions of the American authorities and
others in supplying arms to Iran, directly and via Israel, and using the revenues to finance
the Contra terrorists in Nicaragua ; calls for an end to the supply of arms to either side in
the Iran/Iraq war ; further calls for the ending of American support for those who are
attempting to overthrow the Nicaraguan Government: and demands a full and formal
statement from the British Government admitting or denying involvement in the provision
of equipment or intelligence help that could be used for warfare in the Iran/Iraq conflict,
either in conjunction with or separate from, the supplies provided by the United States of
America.

% The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names of Menberr
names added in this edition of the Noticer of Questions and Moilons.

appended, Including thoss
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50 IRINA RATUSHINSKAY A '

Mr Nicholas Winterton
Mr Dafydd Wigley

Dr John Blackbum

Mr Ian Grist

Sir Russell Johnston
Mr Jeremy Hanley

* 65
Mr Geoffrey Robinson

That this House welcomes the early release of the Soviet Christian poetess Irina
Ratushinskaya from labour camp and prison ; notes that she is nevertheless in extremely
poor health: and calls upon Her Majesty’s Government to press the Soviet authorities
to observe the final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
under which is subsumed the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, which guarantees
the right of a citizen of any signatory country to leave his or her country, by granting
her a visa to visit the United Kingdom in the care of her husband for urgently needed

private medical treatment without further delay.
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50 IRINA RATUSHINSKAY A

Mr Nicholas Winterton
Mr Dafydd Wigley

Dr John Blackburn

Mr Ian Grist

Sir Russell Johnston
Mr Jeremy Hanley

* 7l
Mr Andrew Rowe Mr Robert Jackson Mr Reg Freeson
Mr D. N. Campbell-Savours Mr Peter Rost Mr Ken Weetch

That this House welcomes the early release of the Soviet Christian poetess Irina
Ratushinskaya from labour camp and prison : notes that she is nevertheless in extremely
poor health ; and calls upon Her Majesty’s Government to press the Soviet authorities
to observe the final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
under which is subsumed the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, which guarantees
the right of a citizen of any signatory country to lsave his or her country, by granting
her a visa to visit the United Kingdom in the care of her husband for urgently needed
private medical treatment without further delay.

No.20 Notices of Questions and Motions: 9th December 1986 1529

50 IRINA RATUSHINSKAY A

Mr Nicholas Winterton
Mr Dafydd Wigley

Dr John Blackburn

Mr lan Grist

Sir Russell Johnston
Mr Jeremy Hanley

* T4
Mr John Wilkinson Mr John Whitfield Sir Walter Clegg
That this House welcomes the early release of the Soviet Christian poetess Irina
Ratushinskaya from labour camp and prison ; notes that she is nevertheless in extremely
poor health : and calls upon Her Majesty’'s Government to press the Soviet authorities
to observe the final Act of the Coaference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
under which is subsumed the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, which guarantees
the right of a citizen of any signatory country to leave his or her country, by granting
her a visa to visit the United Kingdom in the care of her husband for urgently needed
private medical treatment without further delay.

w The figure following this symbol gives the toral number of names of Members appended, including those
names added in thix edition of the Noticer of Questions and M ovions.
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3 IRINA RATUSHINSKAY A

Mr Nicholas Winterton
Mr Dafydd Wigley

Dr John Blackburn

Mr lan Grist

Sir Russell Johnston
Mr Jeremy Hanley

: % BO
Mr Colin Moynihan Mr Churchil] Mr Patrick Thompson

That this House welcomes the early release of the Soviet Christian  poetess Irina
Ratushinskaya from labour camp and prison ; notes that she is nevertheless in extremely
poor health ; and calls upon Her Majesty's Government to press the Soviet authorities
to observe the final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
under which is subsumed the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, which guarantees
the right of a citizen of any signatory country to leave his or her country, by granting

her a visa to visit the United Kingdom in the care of her husband for urgently needed
private medical treatment without further delay.

1814 Notices of Questions and Motions : 15th December 1986 No. 23

50 IRINA RATUSHINSKAYA

Mr Nicholas Winterton
Mr Dafydd Wigley

Dr John Blackbum

Mr Ian Grist

Sir Russell Johnston
Mr Jeremy Hanley

* B8l
Dame Pegey Fenner

That this House welcomes the early release of the Soviet Christian poctess Irina
Ratushinskaya from labour camp and prison ; notes that she is nevertheless in extremely
poor health | and calls upon Her Majesty’s Government to press the Soviet authorities
to observe the final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
under which is subsumed the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, which puarantees
the right of a citizen of any signatory country to lsave his or her country, by granting
her a visa to visit the United Kingdom in the care of her husband for urgently needed

private medical treatment without further delay.

No.25 Notices of Questions and Motions : 17th December 1986 1943

580 IRINA RATUSHINSKAYA

Mr Nicholas Winterton
Mr Dafydd Wigley

Dr John Blackburn

Mr Ian Grist

Sir Russell Johnston
Mr Jeremy Hanley

* 84
Sir Frederick Bennett Mr Tom Normanton Mr Edward Leigh

That this House welcomes the early release of the Soviet Christian poetess Irina

Ratushinskaya from labour camp and prison : notes that she is nsvertheless in extremely

poor health : and calls upon Her Majesty’'s Government to press the Soviet authorities

to observe the final Act of the Conference on Security and Cu-ﬂpernnc_m in Europe.

under which is subsumed the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, which guarantees

the right of a citizen of any signatory country to leave his or her country, by granting

her a visa to visit the United Kingdom in the care of her husband for urgently needed
private medical treatment without further delay.

% The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names o} M rmberr appended, including thoss
names added in thiz edition of the Norices of Questions and Mations,
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356 ARRIVAL OF IRINA RATUSHINSK A YA

Mr A. J. Beith
Mr David Alton
Mr James Wallace

* 3
That this Hcysc notes with relief the recent release of Irina Ra tushinskaya, the Russian
poet am_:'l Chnstmn_ humap rights activist, from a Soviet labour camp : notes her imminent
arrival in the United Kingdom ; welcomes her and her husband to this country ; pays

tribute to her remarkable courage ; and wishes her a speedy return to health.

No.25 Notices of Questions and Motions : 17th December 1986 1981

356 ARRIVAL OF IRINA RATUSHINSKAY A

Mr A. J. Beith

Mr David Alton

Mr James Wallace

Mr David Knox

Mr Richard Wainwright .
Mr Michael Meadowcroft

x 7
Mr Ian Crist
That this House notes with relief the recent release of Irina Ratushinskaya, the Russian
poet and Christian human rights activist, from a Soviet labour camp ; notes her imminent
arrival in the United Kingdom : welcomes her and her husband to this country ; pays
tribute to her remarkahle courage ; and wishes her a speedy return to health.

2044 Notices of Questions and Motions : 18th December 1986 No. 26

356 ARRIVAL OF IRINA RATUSHINSKAYA
Mr A. J. Beith
Mr David Alton
Mr James Wallace
Mr David Knox
Mr Richard Wainwright -
Mr Michael Meadowcroft

* B
Mr Charles Irving
That this House notes with relief the recent release of Irina Rarushinskaya, the Russian
poet and Christian human rights activist, from a Soviet labour camp ; notes her imminent
arrival in the United Kingdom ; welcomes her and her husband to this country ; pays
tribute to her remarkable courage ; and wishes her a speedy return to health.

% The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names of Members appended, inciuding shose
names added in this edition of the Notices of Questions and Moriona.
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379 CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO UKRANIAN CHRISTIANS

Mr Patrick Cormack
Mr Roy Mason

Mr Greville Janner

Sir John Biggs-Davison
Mr Dennis Canavan
Mr Gerald Bowden

* 6

That this House sends Christmas greetings to the members of the Catholic Church in
the Ukraine ; pays tribute to their courage in adversity over the last 40 years ; and urges
the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in the spirit of the Helsinki

convention, to accord full religious freedom to the Ukrainian Catholic Church and, in
particular, to release losyf Terelya from captivity,

2158 Notices of Motions |7 . -0 it

379 CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO UKRANIAN CHRISTIANS

Mr Patrick Cormack
Mr Roy Mason

Mr Greville Janner

Sir John Biggs-Davison
Mr Dennis Canavan
Mr Gerald Bowden

* 7
Mr Neil Thorne

That this House sends Christmas greetings to the members of the Catholic Church in
the Ukraine ; pays tribute to their courage in adversity over the last 40 years ; and urges
the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in the spirit of the Helsinki

convention, to accord full religious freedom to the Ukrainian Catholic Church and, in
particular, to release Iosyf Terelya from captivity.

& The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names of Members appended, including those
names added in this edition of the Noticer of Questisns and Morions




1392 Notices of Motions 5 TDecomacn @

94 ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV

Mr Jeremy Hanley

Mr John Wilkinson

Mr David Knox

Mr Ian Grist

Mr David Gilroy Bevan
Mr James Wallace

4« 23
Mr Gerald Bowden

T]ml this House regrets the sentencing of Alexander Ogorodnikov, the former Russian
FhmH.?n cinematography student, to a further three years detention in the Soviet Union,
immediately following a six year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation for starting a Christian
youth seminar ; deplores the fact that he has lost all his teeth, is nearly blind, has been
held for years in semi-darkness, and lately in a cell whose walls are covered by ice, that
he has been allowad to see his wife only once in the last six yecars and is now begging to
::r e;;ncutlnd » and encourages Her Majesty’s Government to press the Soviet Government

s release.

No.20 Notices of Questions and Motions: 9th December 1986 1535

94 ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV

Mr Jeremy Hanley
Mr John Wilkinson
Mr David Knox
Mr lan Grist
Mr David Gilroy Bevan
Mr James Wallace
_ * 24
Mr Michael Knowles
T_haF lhjs. House regrets the sentencing of Alexander Ogorodnikov, the former Russian
!Chrlsulan ::lu:mnl-:g,raphy_uudcnt. to a further three years detention in the Soviet Union.,
mmedmtcl_}r following a six year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation for starting a Christian
youth seminar ; deplores the fact that he has lost all his teeth, is nearly blind, has been
held for vears in semi-darkness, and lately in a cell whose walls are covered by ice, that
he has been allowed to see his wife only once in the last six years and is now begging to
be executed ; and encourages Her Majesty’s Government to press the Soviet Government
for his release.

Notices of Motions 1@ T\.r i 13- 1763

8 ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV

Mr Jeremy Hanley

Mr John Wilkinson

Mr David Knox

Mr lan Grist

Mr David Gilroy Bevan

Mr James Wallace
34

Mr Colin Shepherd Sir Bernard Braine Sir William Clark
Mr Andrew Stewart Mr Derek Conway Mr Tim Smith
That this House regrets the sentencing of Alexander Ogorodnikov, the former Russian

Christian cinematography student, to a further three years detention in the Soviet Union.
immediately following a six year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation for starting a Christian
youth seminar ; deplores the fact that he has lost all his teeth, is nearly blind, has been
held for years in semi-darkness, and lately in a cell whose walls are covered by ice, that
he has been allowad to see his wife only once in the last six years and is now begging to
be executed ; and encourages Her Majesty’s Government to press the Soviet Government
for his release.

% The figure following thir symbol gives the total number of names of Members appended, including those
namer added in rhis edition of the Novices of Questions and Motlons,
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% ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV

Mr Jeremy Hanley

Mr John Wilkinson

Mr David Knox

Mr Ian Grist

Mr David Gilroy Bevan
Mr James Wallace

* 36
Sir Geoffrey Johnson-Smith Mrs Elizabeth Peacock

That this House regrets the sentencing of Alexander Ogorodnikov, the former Russian
Christian cinematography student, to a further three years detention in the Soviet Union.
immediately following a six year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation for starting a Christian
youth seminar ; deplores the fact that he has lost all his teeth, is nearly blind, has been
held for years in semi-darkness, and lately in a cell whose walls are coversd by ice, that
he has been allowed to see his wife only once in the last six years and is now begging to

be executed ; and encourages Her Majesty’s Government to press the Soviet Government
for his release.

No.24 Notices of Questions and Motions : 16th December 1986 1877

%4 ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV

Mr Jeremy Hanley
Mr John Wilkinson
Mr David Knox

Mr Tan Grist

Mr David Gilroy Bevan
Mr James Wallace
* 43
Mr Gwilym Jones sir Geoffrey Finsberg Mr D. N. Campbell-Savours
Mr William Powell Mr Greg Knight Sir George Young
Mr Piers Merchant
That this House regrets the sentencing of Alexander Ogorodnikov, the former Russian
Christian cinematography student, to a further three years detention in the Soviet Union.
immediately following a six year senlence for anti-Soviet agitation for starting a Christian
youth seminar ; deplores the fact that he has lost all his teeth, is nearly blind, has been
held for years in semi-darkness, and lately in a cell whose walls are covered by ice, that
he has been allowad to see his wife only once in the last six years and is now begging to
be executed ; and encourages Her Majesty's Government to press the Soviet Government
for his release.

No.25 Notices of Questions and Motions : 17th December 1986 1949

84 ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV

Mr Jeremy Hanley

Mr John Wilkinson

Mr David Knox

Mr Ian Grist

Mr David Gilroy Bevan
Mr James Wallace

* 46

Mr Teddy Taylor Mr Roger Sims Sir John Biggs-Davison

That this House regrets the sentencing of Alexander Ogorodaikov, the former Russian
Christian cinematography student, to a further three years detention in the Soviet Union.
immediately following a six year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation for starting a Christian
youth seminar ; deplores the fact that he has lost all his teeth, is nearly blind, has been
held for years in semi-darkness, and lately in a cell whose walls are covered by ice, that
he has been allowed to see his wife only once in the last six years and is now begging to
be executed : and encourages Her Majesty’s Government to press the Soviet Government

for his release.

 The fiewre following this svmbol gives the toral number of nemes of Members appended. lncluding rhose

namss added in this edition of the Norices of Questions and M orions,
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8 ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV

Mr Jeremy Hanley
Mr John Wilkinson
Mr David Knox
Mr Ian Grist
Mr David Gilroy Bevan
Mr James Wallace
* 52
Mr Tom Normanton Mr Andrew Hunter Mr Cyril D. Townsend
Mr Tim Rathbone Mr Alan Haselhurst Mr Cecil Franks
T!:.nlt this House regrets the sentencing of Alexander Ogorodnikov, the former Russian
Chmtmn cinematography student, to a further three years detention in the Soviet Union.
mmadutel_y following a six year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation for starting a Christian
youth seminar ; deplores the fact that he has lost all his teeth, is nearly blind, has been
held for years in semi-darkness, and lately in a cell whose walls are covered by ice, that
he has been allowed to see his wife only once in the last six years and is now begging to

be executed : and encourages Her Majesty's Government to press the Soviet Government
for his release,

2146 Notices of Motions T~ Nre i 13

%4 ALEXANDER OGORODNIKOV

Mr Jeremy Hanley
Mr John Wilkinson
Mr David Knox

Mr Ian Grist

Mr David Gilroy Bevan
Mr James Wallace
* 54
Sir Frederic Bennent Mrs Elizabeth Shields
That this House regrets the sentencing of Alexander Ogorodnikov, the former Russian
Christian cinematography student, to a further three years detention in the Soviet Unjon.
immediately following a six year sentence for anti-Soviet agitation for starting a Christian
youth seminar ; deplores the fact that he has lost all his teeth, js nearly blind, has been
beld for years in semi-darkness, and lately in a cell whose walls are covered by ice, that
be has been allowed to see his wife only once in the last six years and is now begging to
be executed ; and encourages Her Majesty's Government to press the Soviet Government
for his release,

% The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names of Membery appended, Including thos
namey gdded in this edition of the Notices of Questions and Motiona,
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110 MISS ELENA GUREVICH AND THE RIGHT TO LEAVE THE UNION OF SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Mr Jan Campbell
Mr Alistair Burt
Mr Stephen Ross
Mr James White
Mr Vivian Bendall

Mr Donald Stewart
* 137

Clare Short
That this House notes with sadness the twelfth anniversary of the application of Miss
Elena Gurevich and her family for an exit visa to leave the Soviet Union for Israel ;
believes that the continued refusal of the Soviet Government to graot such a visa is in
breach of the Helsinki Agreement on Human Rights ; and calls upon the Governmeat to
raise this case with the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as soon

as possible.

No.26 Notices of Questions and Motions : 18th December 1986 2019

118 MISS ELENA GUREVICH AND THE RIGHT TO LEAVE THE UNION OF SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Mr Ian Campbell
Mr Alistair Burt
Mr Stephen Ross
Mr James White
Mr Vivian Bendall

Mr Donald Stewart
“* 138

Mr Tom Normanton
That this House notes with sadness the twelfth anniversary of the application of Miss
Elena Gurevich and her family for an exit visa to leave the Soviet Union for Israel ;
believes that the continued refusal of the Soviet Government to grant such a visa is in
breach of the Helsinki Agreement on Human Rights ; and calls upon the Government to
raise this case with the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as soon

as possible.

s The figure following thiz symbol gives the total number of mames of Members appended, including those .
namaes added in this edition of the Norices of Questions and Motionr.
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35 CAFPITAL PUNISHMENT
Sir Tan Percival
Sir Humphrey Atkins
Sir Geoffrey Johoson Smith
Sir Edward Gardner
Dame Jill Knight
Mr Hal Miller
* 171
Sir Reginald Eyre Mr Patrick McNair-Wilson
That this House congratulates and thanks all those whose efforts contributed to the
prevention of the hideous crime planned, executed and so nearly effected by Nezar
Hindawi, and to his conviction ; recognises the existence of international gangs who are
prepared to commit mass murder in pursuit of their objectives and that the mazimum
penalty permitted by law of life imprisonment does not appear to be a sufficient deterrent ;
believes that fresh consideration should be given to extending the death penalty, now
limited to crimes of treason and piracy ; and asks the Leader of the House to give time
for these matters to be debated.
As an Amendment to Sir lan Percival's proposed Motion (Capital Punishment):
Mr Michael McNair-Wilson
* 1
Line 6, leave out from *believes’ to end and add ‘and believes the time has come

for a national consultative referendum to be held to test public opinion about whether
the death penalty should be re-introduced.”,

1942 Notices of Questions and Motions ;: 17th December 1986 No. 25

35 CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
Sir Ian Percival
Sir Humphrey Atkins
Sir Geoffrey Johnson Smith
Sir Edward Gardner
Dame Jill Knight
Mr Hal Miller

Mr Bill Walker

That this House congratulates and thanks all those whose efforts contributed to the
prevention of the hideous crime planned, executed and so nearly effected by Nezar
Hindawi, and to his conviction ; recognises the existence of international gangs who are
prepared to commit mass murder in pursuit of their objectives and that the maximum
penalty permitted by law of life imprisonment does not appear to be a sufficient deterrent ;
believes that fresh consideration should be given to extending the death penalty, now
limited to crimes of treason and piracy ; and asks the Leader of the House to give time
for these matters to be debated.

As an Amendment to Sir lan Percival's proposed Motion (Capital Punishment):

Mr Michael McNair-Wilson

* 172

* 1

Line 6, leave out from *believes’ to end and add *and believes the time has come
for a mational consultative referendum to be held to test public opinion about whether
the death penalty should be re-introduced.’,

% The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names of Members appended, including those
names added in this edition of the Notices of Questions and Motions.
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21 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Mr Roy Mason
Mr Ivan Lawrence
Mr Geraint Howells
Rev Martin Smyth
Mr Hugh Dykes
Mr Greville Janner
* 44
Mr John Hunt
That this House deplores the failure of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to honour its clearly stated commitments and promises in the field of human
rights ; welcomes the opening of the third follow-up meeting of the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe taking place in Vienna and the opportunity which that
meeting presents for a thorough review of the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act
by the participating states in the area of human rights ; and calls upon the Government
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to release all those Soviet Jews who wish
to leave the Soviet Union, including those past winners of the annual award of the All-
Party Parliamentary Committee for the Release of Soviet Jewry, namely Vladimir Slepak,

Victor Brailovsky, Ida Nudel, Josef Begun, Aba Taratuta, Yuly Kosharovsky, Alexander
Lerner and Natalia Khassina. .

As an Amendment to Mr Roy Mason's proposed Motion (Human Rights in the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) :

Mr Ian Campbell
Mr James White
* 2

Line 8, after * Soviet Union ', add * such as Miss Elena Gurevich and her family who
have been waiting for twelve years for an exit visa to Israel.".
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21 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
Mr Roy Mason
Mr Ivan Lawrence
Mr Geraint Howells

Rev Martin Smyth .
Mr Hugh Dykes

Mr Greville Janner

4 45
Mr Harry Greenway

That this House deplores the failure of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics 1o honour its clearly stated commitments and promises in the field of human
rights ; welcomes the opening of the third follow-up meeting of the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe taking place in Vienna and the opportunity which that
meeting presents for a thorough review of the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act
by the participating states in the area of human rights ; and calls upon the Government
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to release all those Soviet Jews who wish
to leave the Soviet Union, including those past winners of the annual award of the All-
Party Parliamentary Committee for the Release of Soviet Jewry, namely Viadimir Slepak,
Victor Brailovsky, Ida Nudel, Josef Begun, Aba Taratuta, Yuly Kosharovsky, Alexander
Lermner and Natalia Khassina.

As an Amendment to Mr Roy Mason’s proposed Motion (Human Rights in the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) :

Mr lan Campbell
Mr James White
* 2

Line 8, after * Soviet Union®, add * such as Miss Elena Guievich and her family who
have been waiting for twelve years for an exit visa to Israel.’.

% The figure following this symbol glves the total number of names of Members appended, including those
names added In thiv edition of the Notlces of Questions and Metions,
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21 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
Mr Roy Mason
Mr Ivan Lawrence
Mr Geraint Howells
Rev Martin Smyth
Mr Hugh Dykes
Mr Greville Janner

Mr Colin Shepherd Mr Robert Jackson Mr Vivian Bendall
Mr John Gorst Mr David Alton

54

by the participating states in the area of human rights ; and calls upon the Government
of the Union -::r[ Soviet Socialist Republics to release all those Soviet Jews who wish
to leave the Soviet Union, including those past winners of the annual award of the All-
mhrh?m:nkt;nid&::mim? t‘nrftl:h: Release of Soviet Jewry, namely Viadimir Slepak,
Brailovsky, Ida Nudel, Jose . Aba Taratuta, Yuly Kosh A
s s Begun uly Kosharovsky, Alexander

As an Amendment to Mr Roy Mason's proposed Motion (Human Rights in the .
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) :
Mr lan Campbell
Mr James White

% 2
Line 8, after * Soviet Union °, add * such as Miss Elena Gurevich and her family who
have been waiting for twelve years for an exit visa to Israel.”.
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21 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Mr Roy Mason

Mr Ivan Lawrence
Mr Geraint Howells
Rev Martin Smyth
Mr Hugh Dykes

Mr Greville Janner
* 55
Dr Michae] Clark
That this House deplores the fadlure of the Government of the Union of Soviet Soctalist
Republics to honour its clearly stated commitments and promises in the feld of human
rights ; welcomes the opening of the third follow-up meeting of the Conference on Security
and Cooperativn in Europe taking place in Vienna and the opportunity which that
meeting presents for a thorough review of the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act
by the participating states in the area of human rights ; and calls upon the Government
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to release all those Soviet Jews who wish
to leave the Soviet Union, including those past winners of the annual award of the All-
Party Parliamentary Commuittee for the Release of Soviet Jewry, namely Viadimir Slepak,
Victor Brailovaky, Ida Nudel, Josef Begun, Aba Taratuta, Yuly Kosharovsky, Alexander
Lerner and Natalia Khassma.
As Amendments to Mr Roy Mason's proposed Motion (Human Rights in the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics):
Mr Ian Campbell

Mr James White
* 2
Line 8, after * Soviet Union ', add *such as Miss Elena Gurevich and her family who
bave been waiting for twelve years for an exit visa to Israel.’,
* 1
Mr Alec Woodall
Line 8, after 'Soviet Union’, add ‘including Simeon, Natalia, Zoya and Julia
Borovinsky who have been waiting six years for an exit visa to Ismael.’.

% The figure following this rymbol giver the total number of names of Members appended, including those
namas ~dded in thiz edition of the Notices of Questions and Motions.
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21 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Mr Roy Mason
Mr Ivan Lawrencs
Mr Geraint Howells
Rev Martin Smyth
Mr Hugh Dykes
Mr Greville Janner
' * 36
Mr Gwilym Jones Mr Sydney Chapman
That}h.{a Houss dl:plm'u the failure of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to honour its clearly stated commitments and promises in the field of human
rights : m:hnmg thj: opening of the third follow-up meeting of the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe taking place in Vienna and the opportunity which that
meeling presents for a thorough review of the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act
by the participating states in the area of human rights ; and calls upon the Government
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to release all those Soviet Jews who wish
to leave the Soviet Union, including those past winners of the annual award of the All-
Party Parliamentary Committes for the Release of Soviet Jewry, namely Vladimir Slepak,
Victor Brailovsky, Ida Nudel, Josef Begun, Aba Taratuta, Yuly Kosharovsky, Alexander
Lerner and Natalia Khassina,

As Amendments to Mr Roy Mason's proposed Motion (Human Rights in the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics):
Mr Ian Campbeil
Mr James White
* 2
Line 8, afu_::: " Soviet Union ', add *such as Miss Elena Guievich and her family who
have been waiting for twelve years for an exit visa to Israel..

* |1
Mr Alec Woodall

Line 8, after 'Soviet Union', add ‘including Simeon, Natalia, Zoya and Julia
Borovinsky who have been waiting six years for an exit visa to Israel.’.

No.25 Notices of Questions and Motions ;: 17th December 1986 1941

21 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Mr Roy Mason
Mr Ivan Lawrence
Mr Geraint Howells
Rev Martin Smyth
Mr Hugh Dykes
Mr Greville Jaoner
* 357
Mr Austin Mitchell
That this House deplores the failure of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to honour its clearly stated commitments and promises in the field of human
rights ; welcomes the opening of the third follow-up meeting of the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe taking place in Vienna and the opportunity which that
meeting presents for a thorough review of the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act
by the participating states in the area of human rights ; and calls upon the Government
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to release all those Soviet Jews who wish
to leave the Soviet Union, including those past winners of the annual award of the All-
Party Parliamentary Committee for the Release of Soviet Jewry, namely Viadimir Slepak,
Victor Brailowsky, Ida Nudel, Josef Begun, Aba Taratuta, Yuly Kosharovsky, Alexander
Lerner and Natalia Khassina,

As Amendments to Mr Roy Mason's proposed Motion (Human Rights in the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics):
Mr lan Campbell
Mr James White
* 2
Line 8, after * Soviet Union ®, add * such as Miss Elena Gurevich and ber family who
have been waiting for twelve years for an exit visa to Israel.’.
* 1
Mr Alec Woodall
Line 8, after 'Soviet Union®, add ‘including Simeon, WNatalia, Zoya and Julia
Borovinsky who have been waiting six years for an exit visa to Israel.’.

The figure following this symbol gpives the itoral ber of names of Members including
* mmnm&mﬂw-hrmmqamwumd s e
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21 HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Mr Roy Mason
Mr Ivan Lawrence
Mr Geraint Howells
Rev Martin Smyth
Mr Hugh Dykes
Mr Greville Janner

Mr Tom Normanton Mr W. Benyon

* 60

Party Parlismentary Commitiee for the Release of Soviet Jewry, namely Viadimir Slepak,
Victor Brailovaky, Ida Nudel, Josef Begun, Aba Taratuta, Yuly Kosharovsky, Alexander
Lerner and Natalia Khaggina,

As Amendments to Mr Roy Mason's proposed Motion (Human Rights in the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics):
Mr lan Campbell
Mr James White -

*
Line 8, after * Soviet Union', add *such as Miss Elena Gurevich and her family who
have been waiting for twelve years for an exit visa to Israel.’.
* 1
Mr Alec Woodall
Line 8, afier *Soviet Union®, add ° including Simeon, MNatalis, Zoya and Julia
Borovinsky who have been waiting six years for an exit visa to Israel.",

Notices of Motions | " ) ceemOse 113t 2143

Il HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

Mr Roy Mason
Mr Ivan Lawrence
Mr Geraint Howells
Rev Martin Smyth
Mr Hugh Dykes
Mr Greville Janper
* 6l
Mr Teddy Taylor
That this House deplores the failure of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to honour its clearly stated commitments and promises in the field of human
rights ; welcomes the opening of the third follow-up meecting of the Conference og Security
and Co-operation in Europe taking place in Vienna and the opportunity which that
mesting presents for a thorough review of the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act
by the participating states in the area of human rights : and calls upon the Government
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to release all those Soviet Jews who wish
to leave the Soviet Union, including those past winners of the annual award of the All-
Party Parliamentary Committee for the Release of Soviet Jewry, namely Viadimir Slepak.
Victor Brailovsky, Ida Nudel, Josef Begun, Aba Taratuta, Yuly Kosharovsky, Alexander
Lerner and Natalia Khassina

As Amendments to Mr Roy Mason's proposed Motion (Human Rights in the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics):
Mr Ian Campbell
Mr James White
* 2
Line 8, after ' Soviet Union”, add * such as Miss Elena Gurevich and her family who
bave been waiting for twelve years for an exit visa to Israel.’.
* 1
Mr Alec Woodall
Line B, after 'Soviet Union®’, add * including Simeon, Natalia, Zoya and Julia
Borovinsky who have been wailing six years for an exit visa to lsrael.”,

% The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names of Mambers appended, including Uhoss
namey ~wided (n this edition of the Noticer of Quertiow and Mordons.
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Thursday

Volume 107
18 December 1986

No. 26

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
NATIONAL FINANCE

Syria

Mr. Adley asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer what
estimaie he has of the costs incurred by nationalised

industries, directly as a result of the severing of diplomatic
relations with Syna.

Mr. MacGregor: Estimates of costs incurred by the
nationalised industries as a direct result of the severing of
diplomatic relations with Syria cannot be given for reasons
of commercial confidentiality.



Thursday Volume 107
18 December 1986 No. 26

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Svyria

Mr. Adley asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commaonwealth Affairs if he will make an estimate of the
costs incurred by British industry arising from the severing
ol diplomatic links with Syna; and i he will make a
statement

Mr. Eggar: No_ It is not possible to quantify what. if
any. ¢costs to Britsh industry can be directly atinbuted to
the break in relations




Friday Volume 107
19 December 1986 No. 27

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Middle East

Mr. Lofthouse asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AlTairs when he next intends 1o hold
talks with representatives of the Government of the United
States of America about the middle east

Mr. Eggar: My right hon. and learned Friend hopes 1o
discuss a wide range of issues with Mr. Shultz in Bermuda
on 6-7 January




Friday
19 December 1986

Volume 107
No. 27

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Mrs. Clwyd asked the Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth AfTairs if he will list all the official
delegations of Government-sponsored individuals or
parties from lrag who have visited the United Kingdom
since January 1985, stating in each case the purpose of the
viail

Mrs. Chalker: In May 1985, His Excellency Mr. Tarig
Aziz. Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of
Irag, wvisited the United Kingdom as part of an Arab
League delegation to discuss the Iran-lrag conflict

In September 1985, Dr. Alwash, lragn Minister of
Health wisited to discuss health matters and wvisit
pharmaceutical firms.

In November 1985, Mr. Hassan Al Irag: Mimster of
Trade, wisited for a meeting of the Anglo lragn Jomnt
Economic Commission

In December 1985, His Excellency Mr. Tang Aziz pad
an official visit for talks with Ministers

In June 1986, Mrs. Manal Youms, the chairperson of
the Iragr Federation of Women. visiled a wide range of
WOmen's associations

In October 1986, Mr. Fouad Abdul Hadi. of the
Federation of lragi Chambers of Commerce and Industry,
paid a visit 1o make contact with representatives ol British
chambers of commerce

Iraq

Mrs. Clwyd asked the Secretary of State for i—'nr{:’
and Commonwealth Affairs if he will ist all the occasions
since Junuary 1985 when Her Majestv's Government or

military officials have visited lrag

Mrs. Chalker: According to our records. officials
visited Iraq in November 1986 accompanying Lord Jellico
lo the Baghdad trade fair, and in November 1986
accompanied my hon. Friend the Minister for Trade to
mectings of the Anglo/Iragi Joint Economic Commussion

An official from the FCO also paid o familiarisation
visil to lraq in March 1986, and officials from ECGD
visited Irag in May 1986 to review progress on the United
Kingdom Iraq financial protocol,

There have been no visits to Irag by MOD officials
within this period.




Friday Volume 107
19 December 1986 No. 27

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
TRADE AND INDUSTRY
Irag

Mrs. Clwyd asked the Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry who represented Her Majesty’s Government on
the recent trade delegation to Irag: and what their
itinerary was,

Mr. Alan Clark: [ visited Baghdad in November for the
annual meeting of the United Kingdom. Irag joint
commussion. | was accompanied by DTl and ECGD
officials. 1 remained in the city throughout my visit,



Tuesday
16 December 19836

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Yolume 107
No. 24

Written Answers to Questions

DEFENCE

Chemical Weapons

Sir David Price asked the Secretary of State for Delence
il he will list in the Offictal Reporr which countries are
known to maintain stocks of chemical weapons,

Mir. Stanley : The Soviet Union is capahle ol engaging
in chemical warfare on a very large scale, Among the
MATO allies the United States currently possesses a
limited retaliatory capability. The French Government
huve recently announced that France should POSSEsS an
appropriate deterrent capacity of chemical weapons. A
UN fuct finding mission in 1956 has concluded that Iragi
forces used chemical weapons in the Gulf conflict. World-
wide, there may be more than 20 nations which now either
possess chemical weapons or are looking at the option of
acquiring them. | cannot provide further details on a non-
clussified basis.




Wednesday
17 December 1986

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Yolume 107
No. 25

Written Answers to Questions

OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT

Jordan

Mr. Richard Page asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs il he plans to offer
further aid to Jordan following the launching of its new
five-year plan and its programme for the occupied
territories.

Mr. Chris Patten: We have offered a new loan of £10
million, on concessionary terms and tied to the provision
of British goods and services, as a contribution to the new
Jordan five-year plan. The finance will be spent on capital
projects to be agreed between our two Governments.

In support of the Jordanian Government’s objectives to
assist the economic and social development of the
occupied territories we propose to increase our aid to the
West Bank and Gaza to £5 million on grant terms over the
next five years. Hall of this will be channelled through
Jordanian institutions. The finance would be available for
technical co-operation, training, British equipment and
some elements of local costs.




Thursday

Volume 107
18 December 1986 Tq?,. 26

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
DEFENCE

Iran (Military Equipment)

Mr. Alton asked the Secretary of State for Defence what
consignments of spare parts and replacements for military
equipment have been dispatched to lran from the port of
Liverpool

Mr. Archie Hamilton: | have no knowledge of any spare
parts or replacement for military equipment dispatched to
Iran from the port of Liverpool recently.




Monday
15 December 1986

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Volume 107
No. 23

Written Answers to Questions

DEFENCE

Radar Equipment {Iran)

Mr. Alton asked the Secretary of State for Defence what
contracts for radar equipment for sale to Iran have been
signed by British companies in the last 12 months.

Mr. Archie Hamilton: 1t has been the consistent policy
of this and previous Administrations not to give details of
specific defence exports.

| can, however, confirm thal no contraclts have been
signed for defence equipment which breach the
Government's guidelines as set out in the answer given on
29 October 1985 by my right hon. Friend the Secretary of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth AfTairs in reply to
a question by the right hon. Member for Tweeddale,
Ettrick and Lauderdale (Mr. Steel)




Tuesday
16 December 1936

L

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Yolume 107
No. 24

Written Answers to Questions

PRIME MINISTER

Iran {Defence Equipment Sales)

Mr. George Robertson asked the Prime Minister if she
will make a statement on the Plessey deal to supply Iran
wilth six AR-3D static air defence sysiems,

Mr. Renton: | have been asked to reply.

It is our policy not to comment on individual defence
sales. However, in view of the current interest in Iran, | can
confirm that a proposal [rom Plessey to sell static AR-3D
radars to lran does nol breach our strict guidelines for
defence sales to Iran and Irag. The installations would be
installed on permanent sites along Iran’s northern and
castern borders, facing the Soviel Union. They will be of
no relevance to the current conflict with Iragq,
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Tuesday
9 December 1986

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Yolume 107
No. 20

Written Answers to Questions

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Gulfl Shipping

Mr. George Robertson asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what further
measures Her Majesty’s Government intend to pursue in
order to protect British lives and cargoes in the Arabian
Gulf,

Mr. Eggar: As my right hon. Friend the Secretary of
Stale for Delence said during his recent visit to Oman, the
Royal Navy has increased its profile in the Gulf to provide
reassurance 1o those who operate and sail in merchant
ships there, and to give assistance should this be needed.
We keep in regular contact with the shipowners’ and the
seamens’ unions and continually review what more could
reasonably be done to ensure safe passage for merchant
sailors and vessels in the Gulf,




Monday
15 December 1986

Volume 107
No. 23

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
DEFENCE

Sultan of Oman

Mr. Neil Thorne asked the Secretary of State for
Defence if he will make a statement on the outcome of
Exercise Swilt Sword carried out in November jointly with
the Sultan of Oman’s armed forces: and if he will make a
statement.

Mr. Stanley: Exercise Saif Sareea (Swilt Sword), o
combined United Kingdom-Omauni exercise took place in
Oman between 15 November and 8 December and wus
most successful. The exercise, involving neiarly 3,000
British service men, achieved its aim of demonstrating our
capability for rapid strategic deployment outside the
NATO area. It also enabled the three services to practice
combined operations with a4 host nation in accordance
with operational concepts evolved from the lessons of the
Falklands campaign. Further work will continue on
drawing together the many detailed lessons ol the exercise.

The success of the exercise owed much to the excellent ca-
operation from, and generous facilities provided by, our
Omani partners, for which Her Mujesty's Government and
our armed forces are most grateful,

Mr. Neil Thorne asked the Secretary of State for
Defence whether he will consider inviting the Sultan of
Oman's armed forces to participate in a joint exercise in
the United Kingdom during 1988 or 1989,

Mr. Stanley: We always give careful consideration 1o
the possibility of combined exercises with our [riends
where there are mutual benefits to be gained and we would
be happy to consider detailed proposals from Oman.




MONDAY 8 DECEMBER 1986

MR NELL. THORNE (CONSERVATIVE)(ILFORD SOUTII)

To ask the Secretary of State for Defence,

whether he will consider Inviting the
sultan of Oman's armed forces to
participate in a Jolnt exercise 1n the
United Kingdom during 19688 or 1989.

el 3 Mr Thorne

ANSWER

(Mr Stanley)

We always give careful consideration to the possibility
of' combined exerclses with our friends where there are mutual
benefits to be galned and we would be happy to conslder detailed

proposals from Oman.

Miriistry of Defence

15 December 1986
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Tuesday Volume 107
9 December 1986 No. 20

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

TRANSPORT
Arms and Explosives (Air Transport)

Mr. George Robertson asked the Secretary of State for
Transport what notification procedures are required if an
airline wishes to transport armaments and explosives and
use a United Kingdom airport for refuelling,

Mr. Michael Spicer: An airline wishing to carry
munitions of war or dangerous goods to or from the
United Kingdom {including one wishing to make a transit
stop at a United Kingdom airport) is required to obiain
permission  from the Civil Aviation Authority,
Applications for permission must be made in wriling at
least 10 working days before the proposed date of the
flight and give full details of the proposed cargo and flight,




MONDAY 15 DECEMBER 1598B6

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFEMCE PROCUREMENT

MR DAVID ALTON (LIBERAL) (LIVERPOOL, MOSSLEY HILL)

g Mt Alton - To ask the Secretary of State for
Defence, what contracts £for radar
equipment for sale to Iran have been
signed by British companies in the
last 12 months.

A NS WER

{Mr Archie Hamilton)

It has been the consistent policy of this and previous
Administrations not to give details of specific defence

exports.

I can however confirm that no contracts have been signed
for defence equipment which breach the Government’s guidelines
as set out in the answer given on 29 October 1985 by my right
hon Friend the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs in reply to a gquestion by the right hon Member for

Tweeddale, Ettrick and Lauderdale.

Ministry of Defence

Monday 15 December 1986




Monday Volume 107
15 December 1986 No. 23

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

TRADE AND INDUSTRY

Protective Clothing (Iran)

Mr. Speller asked the Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry if he will withdraw the ban on sales of nuclear,
biological and chemical warflare protective clothing to Iran
pending a decision on the imposition of a similar ban by
all European Community countries; and il he will make
a statement.

Mr. Alan Clark : Exports of such clothing are controlled
to all destinations under the Export of Goods (Control)
Order 1985, Decisions on applications for licences to
export defence equipment lo lran and Iraq take account
of the guidelines announced in the House by my right hon.
and learned Friend the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commaonwealth Affairs on 29 October 19835,




Monday
15 December 1986

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Volume 107
No. 23

Written Answers to Questions
HOME DEPARTMENT

Iranian Nationals

Mr. Kaufman asked the Secretary of State for the Home
Department what advice or representations he has
received from the United Nations High Commission for
Relugees in connection with the return to Iran of lranian
nationals in Britain; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Waddington: Following the meetings held by my
right hon. Friend the Home Secretary and myself with the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Hocke, on 28
October, | have received a letter from UNHCR's
representative in London, Mr. Volfing, taking up the
question of Iranian asylum seekers in this country to which
I shall be replying shortly.

The Government are continuing to respond generously
to [ranians who have reason to fear return to Iran,
However, we do not accept and have never accepted that
all Iranians should be allowed to remain here regardless
of their circumstances. Liability to conscription is not
recognised under the United Mations convention on
refugees as a basis for refugee status and we do not regard
it as grounds for the grant of exceptional leave,
Mevertheless, we are willing to look at individual cases
together with any evidence that [raniuns returning from
abroad are being treated more harshly than other
conscripts.




EMBASSY OF ISRAEL SR MYTTID
2 PALACE GREEN

LONDON W8 408 nng
Telaphona: 01-837 BOBD

T'"ren 1902 1O 7
1986 4anxY 18 Q.\
1299 :y¥3InY0 \ ‘}

L]

2 naYTR 5w

2117295 ,73%E0 ¥In iDRn

215 - pan%hea a7 17N

13TVIY BIn5a8n Y3170 mYaIPnY DIndTRY S¢ oiphiy aoad
Jn™ion r7aenb 1319100 2% %@ haraya 12-15/12/86 b'nta
LAY naan

:QYNAN OYRINND IP0Y 12¥INY DYREY AN
(2) .®RY¥I% 2999079 WK

.0(2) nnnb5n 7900 K1Y 2 Qnivm naprad vTwnaYa apyn L2

™ 3734
b
TIwN\pas Y

T2900 phyn .




Mond Volume 107
Monday N
, 15 December 1986 No. 2

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

TRADE AND INDUSTRY

Submarine Ship Lift (Libya) Libya (Defence Equipment Sales)

Mr. O'Neill asked the Secretary of State for Trade and Mr. qt”'-'i" asked _[hf SWT‘E"_UFF_ of State for I'ruldi: and
e o i 1 e e
aware that a submarine ship lift constructed by Anols delincies ana iuf'hi:_ e muk?:uqtater.nm[un [hEL:;Tm.bcr ot
(NEI) for the Italian company Improglio was going Lo b Ly i pcrmi“i.nn gt i
Libya. ply L1by

Government with such equipment has been refused.
Mr. Alan Clark: The manufacturer contacted the Mr. Alan Clark: Goods subject to ekpoit contral zre
Department of Trade and Industry in July 1985, specified in the Export of Goods (Control) Order 1985
(5.1. 1985, No. 849), as amended. Items subject to control
as military goods are listed in group [, part II, of schedule
L of the order. Since March 1985 seven applications for
licences to export such equipment to Libya have been
refused.




Monday

Volume 107
. 15 December 1986

No. 23

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

PRIME MINISTER

Libya

Mr. O'Neill asked the Prime Minister what arrange-
ments exist between the Department of Trade and
Industry and the Ministry of Defence for the screening of
contracts for Libya with possible military applications.

The Prime Minister: The Department of Trade and
Industry seeks the advice of the Ministry of Defence on all
export licence applications for military equipment as
specified in group 1 of part 11 of schedule 1 10 the Export
of Goods (Control) Order 1985 as amended; and on all

applications for licences to export other controlled goods
to a military end user.




Friday Volume 107
12 December 1986 No. 22
"

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions
PRIME MINISTER

Libya {(Exports)

Mr. George Robertson asked the Prime Minister if she
will make a statement regarding the export from Britain
of syncrolift equipment to Libya.

The Prime Minister: Syncrolift systems are widely used
throughout the world by port authorities in place of
conventional dry dock [lacilitics. They are used to lift
vessels from the water 1o the ground level of a shipyard.
It is not military equipment and is not subject to export
licensing under the Export of Goods (Control) Order

1985. There is no ban on the export of non-military goods
to Libya.



Monday Volume 107
15 December 1986 No. 23 '

HOUSE OF COMMONS
OFFICIAL REPORT

PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES

(HANSARD)

Written Answers to Questions

DEFENCE

Libya

Mr. O'Neill asked the Secretary of State for Defence on
how many occasions since | January his Department has
been consulted by the Department of Trade and Industry
regarding orders for British companies to supply Libya
with equipment with possible military applications.

Mr. Archie Hamilton: Consultation by meetings, phone
calls and letters take place between my Department and
the Department of Trade and Industry at many levels, It
would not be possible to calculate the number of such
consultations on any particular subject overa specific time
scale.
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FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Iran—Iraq War

Mr. Parry asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what action has been taken by
Her Majesty’s Government within the Council of
Ministers and the United Nations to review the supply and
sale of weapons for use in the Iran-Traq war; and if he will
make a statement.

Mr. Eggar: Our own firm policy remains as set out in
the answer that my right hon. and learned Friend gave to
the right hon. Member for Tweeddale, Etterick and
Lauderdale (Mr. Steel) on 29 October 1985 at column 454,
While we would like all countries in the European
Community and outside to adopt a policy as strict as ours,
the supply and sale of defence equipment is a martter for
national Governments, and it is not covered by the treaty
of Rome. We do not believe it would be constructive to
raise the matter in the Council of Ministers within
European political co-operation, or at the United Nations
while no prospect for a general agreement exists.

Yolume 107
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Written Answers to Questions
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

Arms Sales

Mr. Parry asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs if Her Majesty's Government will
make it their policy to discontinue the sale of all equipment
to repressive regimes which may be used in the violation
of human rights; and if he will make a statement.

Mr. Eggar: Careful control is exercised over our ex port
of defence equipment. Arms sales to any country require
an export licence under the Export of Goods (Control)
Order 1985. We take account of all the relevant security,
political and economic factors, paying particular attention
to proposals to sell items to countries with a poor human
rights record. A licence would not be granted il it was
thought that the equipment would be used for aggression,
for internal repression or to violate human rights,
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Arms Sales

33. Mr. Evennett asked the Secretary of State for Trade
and Industry il he is satisfied with the effectiveness of the
end user certificates system for overseas arms sales,

Mr. Alan Clark: Yes.
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PRIME MINISTER

Iran (Arms Supplies)

Mr. George Robertson asked the Prime Minister if any
flights from the United States of America, containing arms

shipments destined for Iran have used United Kingdom
airports for refuelling.

Mr. Biffen: 1 have been asked to reply.
Meither the Civil Aviation Authority nor the Ministry
of Defence has received any request for permission for

such flights to use a United Kingdom airport for
refuelling.
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Mr. Best asked the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs what evidence he has of British
companies losing business to compelitors in Europe as a
result of the embargo by the United Kingdom on the
supply of lethal arms to Iran; what specific discussions he
has had with the Federal German Government on this
matter in relation to the supply of engines for Chiefiain
tanks; il he will raise the question of a co-ordinated
European approval to arms sales to lran at the next
Council of Foreign Ministers; and il he will make a
statement.

Iran (Arms Supplies)

Mr. Eggar: Specific evidence of European competitors
having taken business which might have come to Britain
is hard to come by, However, we have refused licences for
the export to Iran of significamt amounts of defence
equipment.

We have had recent assurances that any application to
export tunk engines to Iran from the Federal Republic of
Germany would be automatially rejected. Such a sale
would contravene the FRG's policy of neutrality in the
conflict and of not permitting the export of goods for
military use to areas of tension,

Defence sales are a matter for national Governments
and are not covered by the treaty of Rome. We would like
to sec all other European countries adopt a policy as
stringent as our own, but it would not be constructive to
press for a co-ordinated defence sales policy within
political co-operation while little possibility of agreement
appears to exist. There is, however, an exchange of
information on defence sales policy within the machine
ol political co-operation, =
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41. Mr. Favell asked the Secretary of State for Defence
il he will make a statement about the level of defence
exports in 1985,

Mr. Archie Hamilton: Exports of British defence
equipment have risen strongly in recent years, at a rate of
about 12 per cent. per annum in real terms. Orders reached
£2-9 billion in 1985, representing over 3 per cent. of British
manufacturing exports and accounting for some 120,000
jobs in many of the most advanced technologies. Action
by the Government has helped to improve the
competitiveness of the industry and performance is
continuing to improve; including the sale of aircraft to
Saudi Arabia, the value of contracts signed in 1986 is
currently expected to be in the region of E5 billion.

DEFENCE

Exports

44, Silr .-’tntupy Buck asked the Secretary of State for
Defence if he will make a statement regarding the future
of the defence export sales organisation.

Mr. Archie Hamilton: The future of the Defence Export
Services organisation is as bright as its past. Since it was
set up in 1966 by the then Labour Government it has
provided invaluable support to defence exports which
sustain some 120,000 direct and indirect jobs in this
country and which achieved overseas contracts worth
some L3 billion last year. This figure does not include the
massive Tornado contract in Saudi Arabia in which the
DESO pluyed and continue to play a crucial role. It would
in the view of this Government be economic madness 1o
do other than to continue with this organisation and its
good work,
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30. Mr. Simon Hughes asked the Secretary of State or
Defence what criteria Her Majesty’s Government use Lo
make decisions on arms sales.

Mr. Archie Hamilton: All arms sales require an export
licence. Before this is granted a wide variety of
considerations is taken into account. These considerations
will vary depending on individual circumstances but they
will always include the need to safeguard the United
Kingdom’s political, strategic and security interests, the
possible effect a sale might have on the stability of a region
and the likelihood of the equipment being used to violate
human rights.
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Equipment (Exports)

Mr. Cartwright asked the Secretary of State for Defence
if he will list those countries in respect of which Her
Majesty's Government have refused applications for the
selling of military, security or police equipment on account
of the human rights record of the Government concerned,

Mr. Archie Hamilton): It has been the practice of this
and previous Governments not to disclose information
concerning  individual defence exports or  their
consideration.
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Military Equipment (Exports) .

Mr. Cartwright asked the Secretary of State for Defence
what criteria are used (o assess whether a licence for the
export of military equipment should be issued ; and what
assurances are sought that this equipment will not be used
for internal repression in the purchasing country.

Mr. Archie Hamilton: Before an export licence is
granted for military equipment a wide varety of
considerations is taken into account. These considerations
will vary depending on individual circumstances, but they
will always include the need to safeguard the United
Kingdom's political, strategic and security interests, the
possible effect a sale might have on the stability of a region
and the likelihood of the equipment being used to violate
human rights. It is not Government policy to allow sales
of equipment which could be used for internal repression
to regimes which have a bad human rights record.




