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Personal 9 November 1969,

(Dear Dollie)

We returned home on Friday evening, in time, had we been so inclined,
to view Israel's first, highly controversial Sabbath eve T, V. broadeast. On
mhmﬂannmrﬂbhmﬁﬁulhmmmammmm
now in the making,

!uuhdmhhtrmhnlhrldmﬁm'htmmbadmhyfﬂm
to be of help on Israel's public relations in England. I do not, I fear, have
anything very new to suggest, and the people at the Embassy, with whom I have
been in touch, are more familiar with the U. K. scene to-day than am I, and
will be able to offer more informed and detailed advice.

mmdwmmhmhﬂwhpmt necessarily be
related to the funds availsble. The k 2,000,000 a year now at the disposal
of the Arab propaganda agencies in the U.K. is, of course, astronomical
a8 compared with the budget available to the Fmbassy, or such additional
funds as might come into consideration,

Herewith then a few suggestions, some of which you may feel unrealistic
on budgetary or other grounds, others unacceptable for other reasons.

1. ?mm:ﬂmdhwmhrmnmlnmunﬂbythuhﬂarmhﬂnbdm
'ﬂ'haﬁmni“tnmpmuhmmmhbyﬂr.ﬂoﬂmmmm?.
That letter, and the further letter in, I think, last Wednesday's issue signed
by a group of Labour M. P.'s, was largely due to the efforts of the Labour
Friends of Israel, of which the very effective General Secretary is Mr, Sidney
Goldberg. This body operates with a good deal of voluntesr aid in (he
provinces as well as in Londou; it helps to arrange lectures; to organize
visits toIu-el-mutmmammmmmwmmmnmmﬂ;
mmmm&mmm_mmmmmm;
mmduncerhmwﬂmkwithsmm'mmm. It is in
urgent need of a budget of about & 8000 a year - apart from the nominal sum
paid by its members. This budget would include an additional

gecretary. My impression is that these would be monies well spent.

2,  Inaddition to a Agroup of Liberal friends who have undertsken to be
active, plans are under way for the establishment of a Conservative group
under the banner of the name of Arthur Balfour. Remesz or Ari Avnarre at
the Embassy could tell you more on this, I don't need to stress the importance
of widening the basis of our support in that ares.
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3. The Public Relations Group which included inter alla Vistor, Marcus
Sieff and Weidenfeld, should be reactivated. One of its tasks should be the
systematic cultivation on a personal basis of "opinfion makers", editors,
writers, top T.V, commentators, Alntﬂmu:l-mdhmuu
well as of letter writers who could be immediately called upon in case of
need should be organized (possibly it already exists). But above all I am
sure that despite the great pressures of other duties on each and all of the
above Groups, if they could find the time to be in close touch with and to
advise our Embassy people on matters as they arise, tt'uldhu!:rut
help.

4. mwp-nmlmmmaummﬂuummz
effect. T have been told that under suitable conditions Terence Prittie might
be roped in on a professional basis, though I cannot vouch for this,

5. ' There is need for a weekly publication carrying up-to-date news and
other material on Israel, to be sent to a selected list of newspaper people,
parliamentarians efe. The "Jewish Observer" is primarily a house organ |
and does not fill the bill, The nearest thing available is "larael To-day" -

a four-page sheet in newspaper form published on a shoestring in Scotland
by a former "Daily Mirror" man named Linden, who at the time of the Six-
Day War shandoned an assured livelihood to take on the job of telling the
world what Israel is and what is happening there. To adopt Welzmann's
phrase, you don't have to be erazy to do what he is doing but it helps.
Without 2 kind of unressoning enthusiasm and dedication to the idea he would
have given up long ago. He should be brought to London and subsidized to
the extent of 2500 coples. He is not a very good business man and Michael
Sacher has, I gather, sent somebody up to Edinburgh to look inte the finances
of his operation. I should add that apart from six or seven other Arsb anti-
Israel publications in London, that of the Fatah is distrfbuted in 100,000 copies
to M. P.'"s, Universities and lists selected from Who's Who, "iarael To-day"
may not be the ideal answer but, again with guldance, it does seem to be the
best instrument at hand,

6. We spoke when [ saw you about a documentation center where suitable
material can be concentrated, catalogued and made available for propaganda
as well as research purposes. The Wiener Library might perbaps have Jbeen
converted or diverted to such purposes, but is, I gather, now being
transferred to Reading.
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1. And lastly and most utopian (it would involive & large capital
investment which does not figure high on the priorities of the Israsl
Government) would be an Israel House which would provide a centre
and power-house for Israel activities of various kinds, including
some of those mentioned above, '

Dear Dollie, I know 1 haven't added very much to what you and
Victor and others have already heard. - But you asked me to put my
suggestions on paper and to let you'have them immediately on my return,
And that iz what T have sought to do,

Jeanrceite and I are once more In vour debt for a delightful
lunch and it was good to meet again with Vietor, We both send you our
love and look forward to your next visit here,

(Arthur)

Mrs, James de Rothschild,
22 Bt. James's Place,
London 8.W.1,

LEagland,
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Revised Synopsis for ISRAEL EL“J“*HT}?T'* A April 23

Jubiject

1, Times leader or signed article, assessing the state of Israel today, it's
international support resourcesa, pressures, problems and prospects for the
next half-year,

+2. Defence.

3. VWomen in the army and the emancipation of women = now fully achieved in
Israel, including equal pay.

4. Administration and representation inside the cease~fire line; the different
groups, their access to representation, the locaticns of decision-making and
policy-innovating power.

5. Isresel and the third world - participstion in developing countries,

6. The peoples of Isrmel. Up-to-date description of the differing gzroups: how
they merge culturally to become Israelis, what remains distinctive.

7« Humourous sociclogical piece.
8. Archaeological discoveries; current state of work, new rrojects under way.

9. Isresel ss en artistic centre.

10. The arts in Israel - a) Theatre and dance
b) Films, T.V., Books

11. BSecientific research in Israsl:
a) Medical electronics
b) Other research develorments

12. The Economy; overall description of it's specisl features, assessment of
current performance; state participation and fiscal control measures,
general invesiment and development prospects.

13. Anglo-Israel Trade, and Israel's overseas trade expansion
14, Banking.
15. Communications - air, ports, internal transport.

16. Management in Israel - special problems of training in rapid development
situation.

17. Textiles and clothing, and couture, particularly leather, which is becoming
& very successful export.

18. DBuilding and comstruction, particularly the creation of planned tourist
centres.

19. Aerconautical assembly (Israel is now asssembling a 20-seater which ecan also
be used for freight, and a twin-engined executive jet.)

20, Motor indusiry.
21. Rubber and tyre manufacture.
22, Diamonds.

23. Agriculture, mechanisation, the kibbutzin, desert reclamation projects an
foodstulfs for export, perticularly citrus.

24, Tourism.
25. - Food and wine.

Cartoons.
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ABBA EBAN MINISTER FOREIGN éFFAIRS JERSALEM,
AM DEEPLY PERTURBED AT CURT#ILMEHT OR CANCELLATIDN OF
VISITS ON BEHALF OF JPA OF fwﬂ MEMBERS OF YOUR MINISTRY.
RAMATI AGREED TO COME FOR G&E MONTH NOW ONLY AVAILABLE
FOR THREE WEEKS INCLUDING OﬁE OF PERSONAL LEAVE.iVARGN

1

AAD-BEEN RELEASEDFOR TWO WEEKS NOW CANCELLING ALTOGETHER.

REQUIRE| YOUR URGENT INTER?EQTIDN TO ENSURE THAT FULL
COMMITMENTS ARE MET, GTHEEHtSE 1 FEAR COMPLETE CDLLAPSE
OF APPEAL AS MEETINGS ALL ARRANGED FOR THESE SPEAKERS.
PLEASE CONFIRM BY RETURN. | THANKS REGARDS.

HICQAEL SACHER LONDOCM
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24 December 1568

The letter of Walter J. Wolfgang in the 13 December Tribune is another plece of typical
misinformation and distortion. Eo the populstion movement engendered by Hitler "led directly
not only to the establishment of the Israell State but also to the Arab refugee problem and the
erosion of the Jewish position in the Arab world. " An easy out, indeed, for the responsibility
of Britich and Arsb leadership; the first, by restricting Jewish and inviting Arasb immigration
into Palestine from the surrounding countries deliberately erested an Arsh majority; the

second, dissatisfied with having gained four-fifth's of Palestine the of Jordan) in
1922 - despite the Jewish-Arab-Allied Powers agreement in Paris in 1@ contrary -
greedily sought to capture the remaining fifth, from the Jerdsa River to the Mediterranean. .

If grievances are legitimate, and apparently Mr. Wolfgang s unselective, the Jews have
certainly the edge. What else would you call loss of four-fifth's of territory pledged by the
then world community and a fight ever since to retain the remaining fifth? The precondition
for co-existence is not the satisfaction of Arab rapacity, politely termed grievance, but the
demand that genocide and conquest of the remaining fifth by the Arabe s stopped once and
forall and if they refuse there is only one just grievance - that of the Jews who demand the
right, like anyone eclse, to live In peace and security.

Since when did Glassborough and Tito secure a "more realistic’ attitude from the Arabs?
It may have been more realistic to "Tribune ', but not to Israselis. Fatah, by the way is not an
outcome of the June 1567 war - it is a direct continuation of the Nawi-collaborator Mufti, the
Egyptian Fedayeen of the fifties, and the Syrian raids before the Six Day conflagration. The
Fatah goal, as expressed by them, ig not "liberation of the occupled territories  but of all of
Pelestine, that e Israel, which they call an "occupied territory”. Of course Israel insistence
on a peace treaty is not realistic because of this Arab goal. Why doesn't Mr. Wolfgang ask
Fatah and the Arab leaders to give up thelr unrealigtio stance of destroying lerael 7 m-uld.
be too "partisan”, Isuppose. The Arab "fear of expansion” is an Arab propaganda gimmick.
Tribune readers may be interested to know that Fatah is working for a fourth round, which they
are sure the Arab States will lose, In order to foree Israel to expand further so that “it will
burst from within”. Surely, preparedness by the Arabs to negotiate is the surest way of
guaranteeing "non-expansion’ and allaying their propagandistic fears. But that, of course, is
what they are most afraid of.

As for Mr. Ashley, his letter betrays two basic fallacies. The problem of the Palestinian
Arasbs is not merely refugee existence but cne of seli-determination, which means an euntity of
their own. They no longer belleve in the capability and desire of the Arab states to bring this
about because of Jordan's and Egypt's conquest of the West Bank and Gaza Strip respectively,
not to mention three successlve deféats by the Israelis. Dayan's offer, compared to this Arab

o






-

performance, is not "racialist” but progreseive. It consists of de facto federalism without
political interference in their affaire; the benefit of economic ecoperation and military

security (from neighbouring Arsb rapacity) and demoersatic self-determination. It has

weaknesses but ask any West Bank Arab how it felt to be a second-clase eitizen of a Beduin
ruled monarchy like Jordan, or of a fascist ruled Gaza Strip under the Egyptians. Another
eholoe piece of "objectivity', I suppose, is charging the democratic-socialist State of Israel
with racialism, and the racihlist fascist polibies of the Arabs are passed over in silence or

dubbed progreasive. This type of racialist "loathing" is a cap that fite Mr. Ashley - it is
called Anti-Semitiem] . b

Yours ete.
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F nehov Tustanal,s ; F

- Joartoal em,
i Iarael

\ asphtember, 26th 1960

The Editor, : . ‘
Tribune, _— :

Iondon

Eir, i
Your editarial of Eepta@ha'r 13, "A Chance for Peace in the ;Jid;lfl.a Bas¥'" 13
astonishing — To any leri-wing soclalist. Wnat Aran gwruggle against colonialism
exists? Azainst Bri%ain, wilch left Egypt, Irag and Jordan a long time ggo? Agalnst
France, which Lad loag ceased to even influence Syrian affasirs. Against America,
\ waich pyver nac g colonialist relatiomsiip vith any ol the Arab Staves? A Socialist,
oy ths way, ought, Lo l*'.l';O‘_E.I: the aifievence between colkonialism and imperialism; he would £
l1so find it diffiocult, with no American investments in Zgypt's economy plus
$000 million of US aid %o Bgypt in the last decade, o prove thad Egypt ia figniing
an anti-imperislist strugpgle egzainst lmerical Perhaps 1% is Lgyptian suppors Tox
tde Hussian invad on of Gzeclioslovaikia) or RDussian suppord for Egypl's politicidal
and genocidal aims vis—a—vis Israel that detsrmines Tribune's conglusien that

Fagser is a symbol of "the Ared simggle for frecdom ageinst colonializm'. .
Isreeli
If phentasy epplies to the Miadle Bast situation, it is not the doncept that :

Nasdlr is g demon, bui the Tribune concept ithal he I8 & Mmoderaie', a 'tﬂﬁﬂiél.liat“ ot |
any varisty (efcept of:¥he Natiomal gi.es Nazi, kird), or an enti-—celohialist cum :
anti-imperialist. Since whan hgve gocieliate raised the banner of geneocide, rsiused

to recomnizt the wxistence of otier nailons, Yo negotiate peace ,r Securs rfa;r‘enca
frontiers; since when hHeve socialists bdsed thelr power upon rapacious landowners
and & ochauvinist ‘:-our;uéia class, represert ed by a dictalorial militery Jur®a? Sincs
when have socizlists pursusd a foreign policy towards all neignbouring states of
sthvarsion ahd attempted Sakeoveriand even the dropping of ges ‘oombs on Yemenite

villages. The last time gas was used, if I am kot mistaken, was by fascist Italy

L]

vwhen it invaded Bihiopial~” }
I2, by anti-colonielism, is implisd the struggle %o drivs Israsl from tie . l

srees em¥ ocoupied as & result of the third Arab atlempi to fesizoy her,i.c.

withdrawel based upon the dscisions of Khartoum, when tne Arsbs decided on no

recognition, npo nezotiaiions and no peace with Isrsel, then this is herdly an anti-
colonialist or socialist pelicy. The statemenis made by Egyptian E’c:ee.?n thnist
~ e —
Scandinavie and Cyrus, cited as evidence of Nasser'a “mederatien', were lmmediately |
s

o
1

interpreted by Cairo as reaffimmaliorgof the decisions of Khartouml Tsrael cccupation

of Arab territory since June 1is no mors solonislist than the United Nstions octupation

ey T e T A1 - i : z A P 2 £ £k
of defeated NFazi “srmapys. It is certainly more justified, in scelalist terms; than
the Hus sian oocupation oF sakia, large parts of Poland and Finland, all of

Czechozlo

. - 4 Fa




a7 —

latviaz, Lithuaniz and Esthonia, not to meniion the Kuriles Islands and other places.

There is a "mationsl" conflict, between twe peoples, in the Jliddle Bast and it
is not veiween Israel and the Egyptians, Iragis, Syrians, Saudi ﬁrahiaﬁa, Algsarians
Lebanese, .. even Hussein's Sast-Bank beduihs. It 1s between the Israelis and the
Palestine Arabs alone — a confliet which can be resolved peacefully without

\ Egyptian—Iluseien colonialist and imperislist intervention. Such intervention haa
| nothing to dowith the interests of sither Yhe Israells or Palestine Arsbs.
A Pgl estine Arad entity, territorislly based upon ﬁzsiximxﬁg Jordan ami that part
of the West Bank not sssentiszl fo Ilsresl's gecurity, and an Israel entity with
secure frontiers,would be a sociazlist and internationalist solution to this
national anflict, dating baelk fto 1919« Twe such entitises could have either
independent or federal relations, according to the frees will of both populations;
even Tribune would thereby be froed of the muddled thinking that confuses

1is national conflict with that betwsen Ierael and the Arab States (backed by

a \power-hungry Russia).

! At to this latter conflict, my suggestion to Tribune is 1o applylfnr a

| change}auma of the fundamental velues of mociali=m to the Fasserigd society

| of Egypt, and to the not less reactionary soclal systems of the National Sgcialist
Bavathist _‘ra.';-;'imaa of Syrig and Irﬁq?:#i'thout "moderation". It is sbout ftime
Western' Socialists stopped rationalizing fascism and genocide as the inevitable
Product of Msoeciglism" in backward countries. After ali, the Russians are much
better at this:opporiunistic game.

. -

YTours stcs

Yazkov Tar loX.

ey

L
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E BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

HEAD OFFICE BROADCASTING HOUSE, LONDON, W.I

m

i

% LIME GROVE STUDIOS, LONDON, W.12
TELEGRAMS: BROADCASTS LONDON TELEX * CABLES: BROADCASTS LONDON-WI % TELEX: 22182
TELEPHeMRE: SHEPHERDS BUSH 8000

/ ; 23rd July 1968

Dgar Dr. Lsndau,

I?m: wiiting to thank you Pfor the interview '

: Jrou goave us in Bcr.._in atmu.. your state lottery. As you -
rl T 5 ;...u+, the House of Commons ho:xing has temporarily
¥ bigmissed ths idea n‘;"‘ & Netional Lottery inm Britain and
e 8¢ we are having to weil until interest revives before

brogdsusting cur fllm,
Thank you once again,

Yours simcra.q.r,

‘ “ e

} v

. _ (Tohn Reynolds)
: Pangrzaa

Drs Mi Lendsu,

Sa T

wifal Hapeyes,

~. % Rue Haftmarh
Tal AVive
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
| O 08§ TEL AVIV.

ik 2 e "E'a‘i~l L |

1hh‘i .ﬂg.J 41rh¢~1tuhlLL#-H¢tLJ‘ %}
Thank you for your personal letter of 1 August with
regard to Her liajesty's Government's decision %o abolish’

* 8 Aupust, 19@57

the Hebrew broadcasts of the B.B.C.

gince you were kind enough to write to me personally,
I am taking the liberty to write to you in the sane vein . i
without consulting my Government.

I am sorry that the Israel public has placed an
interpretation on this decision whiech is not Jjustified by
the facia. Having lived with the problem myself Tor
nearly three years, I can unheeitatingly give you ny
personal assurance that there were no political undertones
whatsoever in this decision which was taken solely af'ter
a detailed study of cost-effectiveness.

Indeed, I would have hoped that Israel, who herself
has recently had to go through a periocd of stringent
financial control over public expenditures, would have .
been sympathetic to the greater problem of much longer
duration faced by H.WM.G. In the last year the axe has
fallen on every single sector of british life. H.M.

Diplomatic Service and expenditures connected with our
relations with other countries have not beenthe least 1o
Jsuffer

His Excellency
Mr. Abba Eban,

Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Jerusalem.




PERSCIIAL

suffer. I agree, in principle, that some fprm of consultation
in such cases is always desirable, But in practice, as

1l am sure you yourself as a member of the Israel Cabinet

will fully understand, where a wide-ranging sweep of

economies is involved, consultation in each and every case,
not only leads to unacceptable delays, but is all too likely
to stultify phe whole object of the economy drive. In the
end, sovereign states must act as sBovereign states with .
regard to their internal affairs.

Since the decision was announced, I have been fortified
in my own personal conviction that, distresseing as it was, it
was a right decision. Conversations with many Israelis who
are in a position to form public opinion reveal that the
great majority admit to the extreme paucity of listeners to
this Service in Isrsael, I am also encouraged by the
response by H,H.G., mindful of the value of our links with
Israel, which have resulted in the saving not being, as is
normally the case under our budgetary procedures, non-
transferable. .I would draw your attention to the words in
the announcement "We are in addition expecting that the

redeployment of funds will enable us to step up our activity
in the cultural field in Israel".

It is true that a great dezal of time is devoted by the
B.B.C. to broadcasting to the Arab countries in the vernacular.
I should have thought the reason for this self-evident. The
same need for broadcasting to Israel in liebrew, perhaps
fortunately, does not exist. We are motivated by much the
same factors as have led Israel greatly to expand the Arabic
services of Kol Israel,

/I hope




PIRE UNAL -
. A

I hope we can lcok to the future, I have been much
impressed by the progress made in the last two years in
the strengthening of the scientific and technologlecal
linke between our two countries, a development to which I
am sure the Weizmann Institute, The Technion, and the
Universitiés can testify. I hope, in due course, that the
British Council can be fortified in the admirable work
they are already doing here, And, finally, might I refer t.
the Cultural Convention which we hope will snhortly be
concluded between our two countries. Here, if anything is an
overt act by H.M.G. which could be expected to draw
criticism from other quarters. This Convention and the
other advances in our relations I have mentioned above should
be earnest enough of the determination of H.M.G. to procecd
in their relations with Israel, regardless of unfavouravle
repercussions which can be expected from guarters which
would_nut wish to see the friendship between our two
countries thus made manifest.

Yoot el o
PRI e o

(R.M. Hadow)
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Jerusalem, July 1, 1968.

My Dear Ambassador:

At a social function last week we
exchanged & few words sbout your Government's decision
to eliminste the Hebrew broadeasts of the B.B.C,

The matter has since arisem in
Cabinet and in other places. It is clear to me that the
decision has had 2 disproportionately adverse effect on
our relations. The decision iz publicly interpreted not on
its functional merits but from the viewpoint of its symbolic
consequences. The fact is that the B.B.C, will not be
broadeasting in Hebrew and will be broadeasting in Arabic,
The Arabic broadoasts, to which I often listen, are not
always respectful of the principles and atmosphere which
should govern British-Israel relations as Mr. Stewar and
I have defined them.

I wonder whether your modest budget-
ary saving is, from your point of view, worth the psychelogical
cost.

e







The effect would have been different
if we had been consulted before the decision, We might
have reached a joint conclusion that it would be better
not to disturb the status quo at this particular jumction.

I am writing this to you in case my
rdlm“.r“l_-n—-hrwmm
decigion or altering its character. I write in sincere
concern for the advancement of British~Israel friendship.
I feel that our relstions are essentially better than their
public reflection, This gap has now been wnnecessarily
widened - and for s somewhat inconsiderable cause.

Yours sincerely,
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from: Fhilip Goodhart M.P.

21st June 14968

A e h"-l"..-d.:;;f-r'

I mich enjoved our lunch on Fridav.

You will remember that I mentionsd to yvou the
posgibility of my writing a short book about somne
aspectis of the lsraeli armed forces. As you will
know 1 have taken a considerable interest in military
affairs and have heen Chairman of my Partyv's Military
Committee. I am now Secretary of my Partv's Defence
Committee, iront Bench spokesman on various

NCce.

aspesis of
I would like to concentrate in my study
digstinetive features of the Israeli forces,

-

the use of the armed forces as an educational '"pressire

would not, of course, want to delve inte matters which
wonld prejudice in any way tlia security of the State.
In writing about these matters it would he m
to illusirate the main features of the Israel
with biographical sketches of various leaders.

-
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by Stanley Reynolds

THE BBC's " Your Withess ™ jury, com-
pozed of lawyers, gave an overwhelm-
Ing defeat oh Saturday night to Mr Chris
o topher Mayhew's proposal * That the Arab
case |8 more powerful than the Iscaeli.”
The vote was 20 to seven with: thro
abstentions. Mr Jo Grimond defendsd
Israel, basing his case on the legality of
the State of Israel and the hostile talk
and acts thal have been directed at Israel
by Arab leaders. As with the Italian and
American  student  revolutionaries on
BBC-2's * Late Night Line-up™ last week
Mr Grimond again wag the epitome of the
great liberal tradition, oozing reason the

way some politiclans ooze charm,
Unhappily one cannot say the same for
Mr Mayhew. He seemied 1o  bhe trying
¥ to work on aother people's prejudices by
hints and innuendoes  There was in Mr
Mayhew's argument an underlving current
! of gross appeal to even grosser prejudice
f which came out when he spoke of once
i having been summoned to some sort of
¥ Jewish headquarters in London where some
international Jews attempted to bribe him.
He drew a violently emotive analogy
between Britain's immigration problems
i and the growth of Israel's population and
: the spreading of her frontier. He also
seemed to show a rather starthing lgnor-
ance of *lsrael when he said they spoke

Yiddish there.

One was aleo unhappy (o see Mr Michael
i + Adams brought on to shore up this sort
g, of argument. Mr. Adams writes on the

e

Middie ‘East for this newspaper and for.

the * Sunday Times," and he seems to have

heen hitten I::{ a romantic bug that makes

him ges the Ar

of the desert rather like characters in an
i B

- B il

ELEVISION: YOUR WITNESS on BBC-1

abs as pentlemanly knights .

THE GUARDIAN Monday June 17 1068

oltl Yvonne de Carlo movie. He allowed
Mr Mayhew to bring out the sto that
Marks and Spencer had withdrawn adyvertis
ing from the “ Guardian" because of Mr
Adams's anti-Israell dispatches. Given the
context of the programme and the =ort
of attack Mr Mayhew went in [or, ikis
seemed to put the newspaper in a raihe )
snivelling position, I
I am sure the lawyers on the jury vo
against Mr Mayhew's style as much as (o
Mr Grimond's elegant understatement.
Mayhew, for example, accused Israel ol
beine a raclalist State like South Africa
because, true to its original brief,
allowed all Jews to regard it as their
homeland.  But, in spite of Mr Mayhew's
lapses, there was the air of the umiversity
debating  socicty . about  the PrOEramm e,
Both Arab and Israel supporters in the
audience laughed and spplauded in the
best parliamentary manner. The  scene
was very English and wvery untrue to the
tensions of the Middle East, and this jast
seemed no bad E‘nring. fi

r -
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WAR IN THE HOLY LAND
by

Parrick O'DonNovan

Eleven years ago & young Parachute officer offered the Joummar an eyewltness account
of the Port Said operation from the landings on the beaches to the halt at El Cap.
He was, perhaps rightly, told that it was not the kind of article that the Joummas
published. Now the boot is on the other loct, and the editor (who first met the author
af this article covering coe of his earlier wars, Korez in 1853) hes asked an eminent
OA (W 37) of un Uy long war reporting experience, to provide his considered
secount of the Third Isrocli Battle for survival.

Tue idea of war i the Holy Land has never been particularly shocking.
Whatever supernatural things happened there, for Jews, Christians, Arabs,
the fact remains that this is a place where again and again men have
demonstrated both their commitment and their animality—usually in the
name of God. Used to the destruction of shrines and the slaughter of
innocent as a by-produet of religious devotion, spectators in this arena
expect the worst. The precedents are overwhelming,

Here the sacred and the profane are mixed with blood. Here one
Israeli Chief-of-Stalf used the Old Testament as a guide to terrain in
1848. The account of the fall of Jerusalem to Titus written by the renegade
Josephus is so marvellous a piece of reporting, so terrible that it is still hard
to read. And before and after that suicide rebellion, there are the irregular
batterings of sieges and exiles and plagues and persecutions and exiles and
battles and massacres in which the populations, driven out or destroyed,

seemed to move in and out of this country and this city like waves up and
down a rock strewn beach.

In order to give a minimum of offence, | must now declare myself a
hopeless partisan of Israel. I attended its beginning and its wars. I am
not much interested in the morality of its conception. If there is blame in
this, it must be ascribed to us and to Mr Truman. I sdmire its austerity,

its intelligence, its high purpose. But [ think that the most exciting thing
of all is that it exists,

I flew out to Israel about a week before the fighting began. This is
normal procedure for journalists who, like vultures, must forgather at the
scenes of disasters. 1 was frightened about going. There had been the
stories of the use of poison gas in the Yemen, of rockets set up near the
Canal. There was the knowledge that the Russians had lavishly equipped
the Syrian and Egyptian armies and that we had done the same for Jordan.
It did not seem possible that they would attack or make their gesture
without a reasonable certainty of success. This was an extraordinary time.

In such conditions the Press itself becomes an instrument of state
policy, to be manipulated, perverted and courted. We got the lot. This
meant froquent press conferences—in English—with the men who con-
trolled power and, once the fighting started, a daily military briefing. It
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also meant that, if the Israelis thought you friendly and important enough,
there were marvellous facilities. For the favoured who wanted to inspect
the situation, there would be a requisitioned car, a driver and a colonel.
Israel had far more eolonels than she could use, because they have trained
a large number and retire them young. For the less favoured there were
bus trips, like English village outings without the beer.

At that time, despite the signs, war still seemed unthinkable. The
Arab radios kept up a stream of eccentric abuse and of detailed threats.
The Egyptians had taken the entrance to the Gulf of Aquaba and begun
to fortify it. Four of their divisions moved up the Sinai Peninsula to wait
on the Israeli frontier with two other divisions already there. President
Johnson and Mr Wilson were making peaceful sounds. The Israelis wer
saying little. This small nation, unbelievably unexcited, just waited. .

But clearly a great deal was going on. The Israeli cabinet, with the
bitterness endemic in their politics, reorganised themselves. And the
population began to thin out. Young men and women just disappeared,
slipped away, summoned by word of mouth o collect their weapons and
take their already allotted positions in the forees. It was a general but
secret mobilisation. Friends would appear for lunch dressed in khaki.
There would be hurried packing of a small suitcase. And they would be
gone, No-one ever said where they were going. And swiltly they built up
their forces. Bank tellers settled behind tank guns and shopkeepers com-
manded them and men who were teachers or wild life conservationists
took command of brigades. The tourists evaporated. The hotels were
empty except for journalists. Some were set aside to become hospitals.
There were no shortages and a sort of defiant normality was kept up.

Here there is no military cast, The army is quite simply the
nation in arms. Here there are no professional soldiers set apart from
society, even in the detached and dedicated British manner. There is no
saluting. There were not enough uniforms to go round and soldiers bought
their own khaki shirts. It is a sober army, ﬂnuall}r without the intoxica
tion of ceremonial. Tt comes from a soclety that is puritanical though Dﬂ]’
on occasions intolerant, Discipline presents few problems sinece it is
voluntary. It is not religious or fanatic. But it was utterly convinced that
it was fighting not merely for the survival of Israel, but for the lives of
Israelis. There was a knowledge that they had their backs to the sea.
Yet the soldiers were angry at being interrupted in their civilian occupations
rather than filled with hatred of the enemy.

They waited a week. Down in the Sinai the flat and appalling desert
was littered with waiting armour. It was the most stripped down army 1
have ever seen. There was no tea being brewed in the shadow of the
British and French made tanks, There were no cosy bivouacs. No-one
kicked a football about or touched up the umit signs with stolen paint.
The food was appalling. The enly luxury was a fizzy orange drink as hot
as the sand itself. They simply waited, endlessly shifting their positions,
like fighters dancing forward on their toes.
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And then on the morning of Monday, 6th June, they struck forward
in a miniature and overwhelming blitzkreig,

It was a brilliantly conceived victory, the result of years of com-
puterised contingency planning. It began with an air strike that crippled the
Egyptian air force, destroyed the Jordanian and caused the Syrian to
withdraw to safety,

With the air clear, the Israelis pivoted on their central position and
dealt in turn with the Egyptian, the Jordanian and the Syrfan forces.
Nothing seemed to go really wrong for them. It must, however, be said
that the inadequacy of their opponents, particularly of their opponents’
officers, contributed a great deal to their victory. It is simply not true
that the Arabs fought well. Either their hearts were not in their work
or the complexities of technological warfare proved again to be beyond
them.

After the fighting, I drove through and flew over part of the battle-
field in the Sinai desert. The aftermath of a small war can be as terrible
as that of a great one—at least locally, We flew low in a small, beat-up
Dakota, pounding and grinding through the overheated air. Across the
desert, going almost due south, was a jet black road cutting through the
pale yellow of the desert. Alongside and tipped over in the sand dunes
were the wrecked vehicles of an army, most of them standing In a black
splash on the sand which was the scar of their own burning.

At an airstrip halfway to nowhere, half a dozen MIGs lay collapsed
and broken backed on the nmway or in protective bunkers where they
had been caught unready or too slow by the Israeli air force. They were
gutted by fire and riddled with bullets and they looked small and frafl in
death, though, in life, they are swift and terrible. It was simply that the
intelligence had not been there to foresee that attack, that they had been
too slow in their ground operations, in fuelling and arming and that the
few who got into the air lacked the spirit of offence.

A swift ride in a lorry from the airsirip took us down a road that
still had corpses beside it and there was a site of a tank battle. There
were 14 large and sophisticated Russian tanks, each with its gun stll
pointing towards the enemy in the North and they had all been hit and

burnt out. Some of their crews still sprawled on the sand. Some were
still inside.

The TIsraelis had caught the long line of expensive monsters, strung
out “hull-down”, prepared in an almost parade ground formation to
receive an attack. But each of them had been shot from the rear. Each
had been shot, like slaughtered cattle, in the back, usnally into the engine
and none of the turrets had had time to turn to meet the surprise attack.

Of course, in a desert of this size, where your flanks must be exposed,
you should not form such a line—except to receive an inspecting general.
It is like a battle at sea. The attack can come from any direction. It was
a lesson the Egyptians had not learnt.
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The desert here is a beastly place, It is flat and hard baked and
littered with flat stones and nothing grows. There is a shimmer of sharp
and impersonal mountains in the distance. There are innumerable fies,
persistent, faintly disgusting and every few seconds everyone flicks at his
face to drive them off. No-one scems to know what they feed on—in
ordinary times,

We flew t0 the south along the road. At one point there was a huge
pile-up of burnt out lorries, tanks and half-tracks, They were three and
four deep, slewed round in strange directions, side by side and nose to
tail. There were over 400 of them in this black ruin,

There must have been a few minutes of appalling panic as the
Egyptians, speeding through a defile, found it marked by Israeli ‘plan
and tanks and the shells fell into the panic and they speeded up, and tried
to pass one another, caught fire, blew up, set one another on fire, blocked
the road and died.

But inore terrible still were the stragglers from the battle. At one
point, as we flew along the shore of the Red Sea, we could see below us
about 40 soldiers, apparently unarmed, waving frantically. They were
miles from anywhere, had no vehicles, carried nothing. We reported their
position and flew on,

Originally there had been water lines running from the Egyptian
canal area, north up into the desert. A man needs a minimum of ten pints
of liquid a day in that oven heat. In defeat, the Egyptians cut these lines
—they may have been cut by an accident of war, but it meant death for
many of the stragglers. Some of the now dry water points were surrounded
by a circlet of dead men. This, like most desert wars, was a clean war
in that few but soldiers were affected, but the fate of those who did not
surrender was vile,

This victory had been achieved by boldness. At the starting signal,
four main groups of tanks and lorried infantry had moved forward. One
curled round to contain the Gaza Strip, one sped straight down the coast
road towards the Canal and did not stop for two days and nights. One
moved on the inland road into the heart of the Sinai and anothor attacked
from deep in the Israeli Negev. In fact they bifurcated, and joined one
another and exchanged places and pushed headlong down towards the
Canal which they reached in half a dozen places. Their supplies were
haphazard with trucks, military and civilian, tearing after them loaded
with water and petrol and ammunition. Soldiers arrived at battles in the
blue and white *buses of the state transport company. There was a
disproportionate number of commanders killed because they like to use the
order “Follow me” and then hare off into the fight. But it worked. The

Egyptians were set off balance from the start. It was an overwhelming
defeat.

In fact I saw very little of the fighting in this battle. Some photo-
graphers attached themselves to friendly units and disappeared into the
breakneck confusion. I watched it from a distance for a little. There were
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the pillars of smoke from burning vehicles and the sound of explosions
and the rending sound of airplanes going into action, I left it and went
up to Jerusalem.

This was a very different sort of fight. The Israelis had sought to
avoid it. An attack from this sector threatens the thin waist of their
country which in places is only nine miles wide. They had made un-
official overtures to King Hussein, dropped hints they had no intentions
against him. Indeed, in the past, though there have been frequent fracas
over the frontier and over the walls of Jerusalem—usually as a result of
an escalation of insults in Arabic, leading to stone throwing, to an exchange
of fire—relations have been practical and reasonable with a weekly meeting
near Jerusalem to iron out such problems as the straying of a goat or the
admission of pilgrims. But, literally for his throne and life, the King had
to attack.

He began a bombardment of the new city of Jerusalem. It was a
futile affair. It knocked the cornices off the solid stone houses, wrecked
cars, covered the streets with a pebble sized rubble. In the first day seven
civilians were killed. The English language Jerusalem Post came out
next morning with a leader deploring their deaths but hoping that this
might teach people to take cover as they had been instructed. They did.
A great silence, except for the sound of guns, fell on this half city which
is partly British, partly Dusseldorf and increasingly Middle-Eastern.

Standing on a rooftop, one morning, you could see the Old City,
tilted on its great platform that is composed of the ruins of its centuries.
It is a precisely walled city. It is as full of buildings as a box is of sweets.
It looks life a vignette of a city doodled by some medizeval monk. The
great gold dome (oxidised aluminium) of the Dome of the Rock dominates
ane end, the low, rather sullen dome of the Holy Sepulchre the other. And
all around it, the tight corset of the walls of Sulieman the Magnificent.
The German Benedictines have their monastery, the Dermition, pressed up
against the walls on Mount Zion on the Israeli side, It lost the roof to
its great round German Church?.

That morning, the city was again under attack. The Israelis had
had a force watching this frontier. They switched troops from the Sinai. |
They switched their air force. And now, without a man in sight, a sort
of old fashioned cinema batile was being fought. The noise was appalling.
Curtains of smoke hid the domes from time to time. Shells and mortar
bombs fell into the deep valleys round the walls. Houses were burning

1 The Black Monks first came to the Holy Land in Charlemagne’s time. More came
from Cluny to Tabor and Jerusalem, and again mare came with the Crusades. Aftor
a long absence; Benedictines returned in 1906 and were given the Sanctuary of the
Dormition on Mt. Zion. They were German monks from the See of Cologne, whese
priory became an sbbey on the Feast of the Assumption, 1926, In the 1947-8 First
Istaeli War the Abbey suffered shelling and looting. In 1557 it was raised under
direct control of the Holy See to the dignity of a basilica minor. It marks the
traditional site of the byzantine basilica Hagia Sion of the falling asleep of the
Blessed Virgin. (Ed.)
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and Israeli "planes were scything down out of the cloudless sky to attack
the great, ugly, Augusta-Victoria tower which stands on the skyline near
the place of the Resurrection and above the Garden of Gethsemane. It
was a set plece battle in which T would not have been surprised to hear
the clatter of dragoons and the rumble of gun limbers., But the city lay in
the centre, passive, a victim, without even a Hag to show.

In fact the Israclis had this time done an infantry pincer movement,
along the tops of the shrine-laden hills that surround and look down on
the city. For political reasons they went to extravagant lengths not to
touch the Holy Places. They were being fired on from the terraces on
the hills and from the old walls of the city. There was a litter of burnt
Israeli tanks and jeeps outside St Stephen'’s Gate on the far side. But the
Orthodox shrine of Our Lady and the Church of All the Nations on the
site of the Agony in the Garden, and the Russian nunnery built above thl:.
tomb of an imperial archduchess, none of these was touched.

But, again, for the Jordanians it was utter defeat. This war had none
of the aseptic professionalism of the desert. Hospitals filled up with by-
standers and doetors, priests and nurses stood drenched in the bleod that
comes from front line emergency surgery. In one hospital on the Arab
side there was a priest-doctor beside himself with rage against the Israelis.
The heaped up dead were his reason, his people, his innocents and his
compassion turned to rage.

It was not the taking of the city, the savage dints on the facade of
the splendid Burgundian Greek Catholic Church of St Anne?, that gave
proof of the defeat. That was left to the road from Jerusalem to Jericho,

There is a toad of a certain fame. It runs through bone dry, relling
hills. It has recently been rebuilt by the Americans. The same sort of
road runs through the same sort of country on the Israeli side up to
Jerusalem. But there it runs through terraces and forests and groves.
Here is the Arab poverty and the Arab austerity expressed in a landscape
that would not misfit the moon, But it, too, was littered. British tanks
lay about like drunkards, some burnt out, some with broken tracks, some
apparently untouched. There were dozens of lorries still heaped up w]th.
the impedimenta of well formed armies or festooned with ground sheets
and water bottles, Piles of ammunition made in America with the Stars
and Stripes stencilled on their side in token of friendship were neatly
heaped by the roadside, The road itself was pock-marked with shell and
bomb holes. It was superb country for the defence and yet once again the
Israelis had barrelled through.

At the end, in a deep, hot valley is the oasis that is Jericho. The
battle for this town lasted an hour and its chief monument is the top

2 This is the prize of extant crusader churches, built starkly simple beside the paol
of Bethsaida (John 5. 1-0). Saladin in 1192 used it as a =chool of Koraniz law. In
1858 the Turks gave it to Napoleon 111, who restored it to its original austere purity.
Pere Vincent wrote of it, “one has the Impression of entering a medimval sanctuary,
by chanes preserved in the full freshness of itz pristine years”. (Ed.)
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knocked off the tower of a police fort built by the British. There were
Israeli patrols along that horrible, soup green little river, the Jordan, There
were machine guns mounted at the place where John the Baptist is said
to have poured the water over Christ. The huge refugee camps were
almost empty and silent except for the sound of Cairo radio coming out of
shuttered houses. The winter villas of the rich Jordanians were locked or
occupied by tired Israeli soldiers. And the Allenby Bridge lay, broken
backed, dipped in the water near the place where Pope Paul was nearly
pushed into the river by enthusiastic photographers during his visit to
Jordan and Israel. If Sinai was terrible, all this was drab.

But there was siill the battle for the Syrian Heights. This for the
Israelis had none of the elation that sustained them in the clean swiep
through the desert or in the undreamt al capture of Jerusalem. But here
there was something close to hatred. The Syrians, the originators of Arab
nationalism, had for long been their most bitier and eloquent enemies,
They had tortured their prisoners. (Three of these are still in mad houses.)
It was their alarm and appeal to their Arab brothers that had caused
President Nasser to move, because they believed the Israelis planned the
capture and destruction of Damascus.

They were superhly fortified along the rim of a steep escarpment that
overlooked that other part of the Jordan river north of Lake Tiberias.
It is a line of sudden hills as dramatic as the Yorkshire escarpment above
Thirsk. And from this, from these lines of fortifications and from deep
set concrete bunkers, they had for years shelled the Israeli settlements in
the villages below in a pointless and desultory manner. Here the settlers
were longing for war. Their fishing boats had been fired on from the
shores of Lake Tiberias. The border kibbuts hiad been eroded by skirmishes
and by U.N. supervised deals that always scemed to end with another
field abandoned to various biblical weeds, And here the Israelis just
slammed up the escarpment, through minefields and the wire and fought
in the bunkers. They stopped within a day’s hard drive of Damascus.
It was theirs for the taking, but they decided that such a prize would be
too complicated and they accepted the cease fire,

It was an astonishing war, but the peace that followed it surpassed
understanding. There was no exultation, no drinking, no dancing in the
streets, There was instead a reverential and in-redulous turning towards
Jerusalem. It would be hard to exaggerate what this charming medizval
city means to Jews. “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
lose its cunning” They end the annual household ceremony of the
Passover with “Next year in Jerusalem™, Theirs has been a conscious
unassimilated exile and this place from which they have been excluded
for 20 years, which they have not controlled since the First Revolt two
thousand years ago, this is an essential part of a religion which is bound
up with a land as well as a God, and it occupies a place higher, far higher,
than any physical thing to a Christian. In an inexpressible way it is an
expression of God.
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At first they were not allowed in. They stood at the Mandlebaum
gate, near the wide roof they had built to shelter their somewhat acid
farewell to Pope Paul, the time he defended the record of Pope Pius XII.
These were the orthodox, black coated, ringleted, pale of face, ferociously
intolerant and an intolerable nuisance to a modern state, but saints if the
observance of the rules and standing orders can compose sanctity. And
then they just seeped in, these wide hatted, 19th century looking figures,
creeping through the ruins, walking through minefields, indifferent to the
orders of soldiers whose authority they do not recognise since, there being
no Messiah, there can be no State of Israel.

The old city did not look different, The Arabs were helpful, ready
to sell a rosary or a bottle of coke or show you the way to any of a
hundred assorted shrines. Priests still walked about dressed as for :
streets of Rome. But at the Dome of the Rock, where Mahomet lc':;'
up to heaven on his horse and where Abraham toyed with the idea of
sacrificing Isaac, the soldiers were in charge. The vast stone platform
was empty except for humbled and wandering military and a huddle of
prisoners. The great polychrome mosque glowed like a biscuit tin in the
sun. This platform was the site of the Temple. The Orthodox Jews even
now will not set foot on it. And through a wicket gate there are stairs
that lead down to the Wailing (or West) Wall.

Here there was only an alleyway in front of a towering wall of
rough stone that had been the foundation of Solomon’s and Herod's
temple. They had pulled down the pissoir set up by the Arabs against
their only Holy Place. And it was crammed to danger point and men,
soldicrs, bourgeois, orthodox, crowded down the stairs with an elation that
seemed to signify that this was the supreme, the unrepeatable moment of
their lives—even if they had never seen the inside of a synagogue.
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| There is nothing very beautiful about the Jewish ritual. The prayerful
gestures are ugly, the phylactories are grotesque, the language is, of
course, incomprehensible to me and the music undistinguished, Here, all
with their heads covered, they crowded to touch the wall and bury their
faces in its interstices. Ovccasionally a rabbi, beside himself, would 'l:-lm.
an odd little blast on a ram’s horn. And once, while I was there, a young
soldier running and shouting down the worn steps was shot by a sniper.
He collapsed into the arms of comrades like a military rendition of the
Deposition from the Cross and they carried him away. But there was no
panic, no shouting, they still pressed towards the wall. Now and again
there would be a burst of ferociously gay singing, for Judaism is an
ecstatically happy faith, despite its sober clothes and melancholy words.
It was one of the strangest things I have ever seen.

Walking through the alleys of the old cities, I made my way to the
anciently battered Sepulchre of Christ. Untouched, its little courtyard was
empty. The scaffolding still held it up—a monument to the inability of
Christians to agree even upon a restoration fund.

Now that the city, at least for the foreseeable future, is Israeli, they
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are having a hard time. The Israelis from Tel-Aviv and the tough farm
settlements are crowding in their (ens of thousands into the city of their
prayers and dreams. Most of them have never been inside a church
before. There is no church in Tel-Aviv and the whole gamut of Christian
symbolism is a little offensive, even to the majority, the non-helievers,
Traditionally they may not mention the name of “false gods” nor enter
any place where they are worshipped. The crosses of crusaders seriitelied
on pillars and walls, if they mean inything, mean massacre. They are
bewildered and a little hostile, They tend 10 wear their hats inside—
you may be beaten up if you don’t do that at the Wall, They have been
known to light cigarettes. Someone has whipped a gold halo from out
of the Russian aedicule of the sepulchre itseli.

But the day I went there, it was all very still. Within the shadows
of the church there Was a group of Orthodox and Franciscan priests
peering out. Some Israeli soldiers stood around outside, guarding the tomb.
They would not let me in, I said I was a Christian. T said I wanted to say
my prayers. Their orders were absolute, no-one in until further orders.
[ began one of those contrived and towering rages with which journalists
sometimes get their way when al| else fails. And then T packed it in,
This, I thought, in the courtyard by the tomb of the man who might have
murdered Becket, this is their turn, And I went away,

I rejoice because they say to me,
“we will go up to the house of the Lord”,

And now we have set foot within your gates,
O Jerusalem—
ferusalem built as o city compacted,

A city to which the tribes EO up,
the tribes of the Lord,
according to the deeree for Israel,
there to hymn the name of the Lord.

For there stand the seqts of judgment,
seats for the house of Dapid,

Pray now for peace upon Jerusalem|
May those who love you prosper!

Peace be within your ramparts,
and repose within your towers|

From the Gradual Psalm, 121 (122).
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Strictly Confidential

THE NEW MIDDLE EAST

It is intended to produce an entirely new type of
monthly news-magazine designed for the busy modern
reader who wants to get to the root of today's problems,
to know what goes on behind the television and press
facade of news presentation, to have considered facts

rather than propaganda or speculation.

THE NEW MIDDLE EAST will provide accurate and authoritative
reports and special studies about Israel, the Arab world
and the Great Power and oil interests in the area. It .
will deal with politics and economics, trade and investment,
men and ideas and with the developing changes in science

and education. =

- The paper will be lively but serious, attractive in
appearance, easy to read, illustrated with news
photographs when necessary, with charts and maps. It
will have not less than 64 pages.

THE NEW MIDDLE EAST will be designed to appeal to the
intelligent Jew interested in or committed to Israel,
to the general English-reading public concerned with
the Middle East, oil, Arabs and Israel, to the new
Arab intelligentsia - especially the thousands of Arab

students at the universities of western Europe and North
America, to Government departments, diplomats and
industrial corporations.

Unlike other monthly publications, it will be so
produced that it can deal with topical as well as
considered subjects. It will be able to produce a
number of special supplements during the year dealing
with unexpected sudden developments that might arise

between the publication of issue and the next.




2.

Arrangements are being made for an exceptional team of
world-wide specialists to contribute to the paper. The
support of the foremost learned institutions at Oxford,
the Sorbonne, and at a number of American universities
has been promised; so has that of bodies like the Middle
East Institute in Washington, the Middle East Centres of
Tel Aviv, S5t. Antony's and at Harvard.

Close connections have been established with Chatham
House, the Petroleum Information Bureau, Shell and many

other similar bodies with special interests.

Similar arrangements are being made for a representative
editorial advisory board. It is planned to include as
permanent advisors Prof. Michael Howard of the Institute
for Strategic Studies, Professor Bernard Lewis, head of
the School for Oriental & African Studies, Professor
Albert Hourani of the Middle East Centre of St Antony's
Oxford, Professor Marcel Colombe, probably the outstanding
French authority on the Middle East, Professor Laqueur,

Mr Marcus J. Sieff, Mr George Weidenfeld etc.

Discussions are going on for the continuing participation
by a representative number of younger Israeli thinkers who
have graduated through the armed forces and the foreign
service, and who are now at the universities.

Apart from serving as an essential news magazine in
guiding public opinion, it is intended also that the paper
should fulfil an important educative function in acting as
a free platform for discussion between Israel and her Arab
neighbours and between Israel and the outside world.

One of the greatest problems in Israel at present is the
parochial character of its press and the resultant attitude
to outside opinion.

In a different sense, the Arab world has been cut off
from any dialogue with either Israel or the West. By
providing a monthly record of affairs, of new books and of
"discussions in the local press THE NEW MIDDLE EAST may help
in breaking down this isolationism, and contribute to the
development of greater mutual understanding which must be
the prerequisite of any lasting settlement and peace in

the area.
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i Mr.Emanu#l Shimoni, March 1, 1968

Director of the Minister's Bureau,
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Yol
JerusalEm- }-"JI n'.*-\_".

Dear Mr.Shimoni,

I should like to convey to you an important development.
Our American wholesale distributors, Curtiss (publishers
of "Saturday Evening Post," "Holiday", etc.) have ordered
75,000 copies of the second issue of ISRAEL MAGAZINE for
coast-to-coast sale on the newsstands. We already have
73500 subscriptions, and are altogether printing 100,000
copies of this number dealing with Jerusalem.

The special 20th anniversary issue will have an even
wider circulation., As you know, I already have an article
by the Prime Minister, entitled "The Struggle fér Peace."

I think you will agree with me that it is a virtual "must"

| that the Foreign Minister should likewise be represented.

| I would suggest an article, entitled "When Peace Comes,"
which would be an elaboration of the tailpiece of Mr.Eban's

| famous speech before the United Nations and which is there-
fore already practically written - it simply needs expanding.
It does not have to be long. But an acte de présence on

| the part of the Foreign Minister in the versary lssue,
which lays the stress on peace, seems to be really indis-

‘ pensable (politically as well as journalistically). ®

I therefore entreat you tc take the matter up again with
Mr.Abba Eban.

At the same time, I should like our photographer Leonard
Freed to take a series of pictures of Mr.Abba Eban., This
can be done even while the Foreign Minister is at work.

I anxiously loock forward to hearing from you.

// ﬁ' %izzﬁ gincerely,
0,3/ L sttare <y C,::#rw'
| 20 Maurice Carr
' 1£) Editor.
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4, " Copy of letter from Canon Edward Every, St. George's Cathedral, Jerusalem, |
dated February 1968 3

I Dear Bill Simpson, '

I saw your letter in the Times on Friday, 26th January. I had drafted a
letter to you about it when I saw S. Tzabar's on the 3lst. It is necessary for
me to say at the outset that what Irene Beeson writes in the Observer of 28th
is a statement of the position ss I believe it to be on the evidence of experienced
BEurcpean Helief Workers in Gaza. Officially at least, the Arab is not being
forced out. But the Israeli authorities are making it as easy as possible for
him to go to the Jordan and to cross the Jordan, voluntarily. In the first few

"~ days after the war many fled in shgp@ unreasoned terror. Now people go, at the
rate of several hundred a day, because they are convinced that the only possible
future for them and their children lies in the world outside the areas occupied
by Israel and Israel itself. As they go, their property, if they left it behind,

- becomes "absentee property"; their tenants (including close relatives who never :
paid rent) have to come to terms with the custodian. Many, though not all, sign L
the statement that, having left of their own free will, they are emigrants with . ]
no claim to return as of right. It seems to me gquite obvious that, if and when
direct talks are begun, the Israelis will insist on keeping and settling with Jews
(if they can do so) East Jerusalem, the Gaza strip and some part of the West Bank,
But of course it can easily be denied that there is any settled policy. As long
as the Arabs are unwilling to talk or unable to talk because, as soon as such an
intention is announced, revolution will bresk out in each capital, the Israelis
need come to no firm decisions about their future borders., Meanwhile, the movement
of the people creates an accomplished fact.

w———

As far as the Christians are concerned, it is necessary to distinguish between
the two points of view which have always existed here. For many of those who live
in convents, monasteries and research establishments, the Holy lLand is, and has
elways been, a vast hotel. What matters is the reception of pilgrims, ingluding
all types of visitors and students and members of conferences held here, From
this point of view, everything in the garden will be lovely, as soon as there is
some sort of peace. Even so, at present, for this time of Year, we have hardly
any visitors. BEspecially in the winter, people used to come from the other countries i
of the Middle East - Americans from the oil fields. However, it may be expected i
that we shall always have pilgrims and that the institutions which exist to serve .
visiting Christisns (and Muslins) will be meintained, with & Christian (and Muslim)
staff. What is much more doubtful is the future of the local Gentiles (of both
faiths). People in the tourist industry, owners of hotels, their employees, doctors,
lawyers, middle-class people generally have been hit very hard, relatively harder
than the manual workers. Their money was frozen in the Banks. Some of it is naw
being released and brought to them from Amman, through greater freedom to come and
go across the Jordan. But such visitors as there are tend to be served by the
Israeli tourist agencies, who have got a flying start. People wrote to the paper
here to say that they could not continue their visit after 28th December, as all
hotels with any standard of comfort were closed. But at that very time many good
hotels in East Jerusalem were almost empty. Doctors and lawyers see that Israel
is over-stocked with good men of their professions - and they are nervous about
the future education of their children and other matters. We do our best to persuade
people to hang on end see what will happen. But those of us who are concerned about
the local Christians see a prospect of their being entirely without lay leadership,




- 2-

We have seen this in Israel. The village will survive. The foreign institutiomn
and those directly dependent upon it will survive. But there will be little
demand for labour in the towns - outside the Arab community.

I welcome Tzabar's letter - coming from a Jew in London. The periodical,
The New Outlook, published in Tel Aviv, shows that a group of Jews here are
really concerned about the future and anxious to show that the Arab has a right
to be in this country. Put most people seem to assume that this depends on the

~ supcess of the immigration drive; the Jews, like the South African Whites,

would be less afraid if they were more numﬁaroua. And it is the immigration
drive which terrifies the Arabs - who believe it might succeed.

We expect from people like you a concern for the public image of Jewry =

" which will sooner or later be seriously damaged by what has happened and is

8till happening in Gaza and in the West Bank. It is not happening everywhere
and is certainly not approved universally. But it happens enough to create

en atmosphere of fear - which is communicated to the neighbouring countries.

If there is another war, Israel will win and dictate terms. So, if there is

no tragic mishap, the present situation will continue until the rest of the '
world intervenes to dictate terms to both sides. Is this in the interests of

& country which claims to stand for an idea? One would mind far less, if the
ocoupying power were like all the nations of the world.

Yours sincerely,

Blward Every
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This I cannot do in & letter but will prepare a
that I shall let you have in a few days, 1 -hnlgﬂp.'
however deal with one or points, It is quite untrue

superi
ty 8« Thus when the State
came being there was a vast difference in every
efforts were made to bring
the Arad education system into 1ine with the rest of the

The it 18 true hes Ly no means been clesed, but
it is tion btut objective difficulties
arising from historical deve ts, mental attitudes
the Arcbs to eduecati hostile Arab neighbours
absehoe of sufficient APabe that are to blame,
Nevertheless, progress hes been remarkavle, and outstrips
th-{ our neighbours can showm.

It is totally untrue to say that colleges have been
nmdm.uuiuu will show far more Arabs are
attending Higher titutes of learning now than ever
before. The mwmmlnnm‘r-m
territories, for Isreel cannot be Hliﬂ responei for
twenty years of Jordanian mis-rule, (VWhere have I heard
a similar phrese?)
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7 o
COMMI " FOR OATHS D/s
SSI0ONE Y mEF ézkﬁy(’éug?

' CROYDonw 3458-8. YOUR BEF

S5th February, 1968.
His Excellency the Israel Ambassador, QAJ} *
Mr. Aharon Remez,
Embassy of Israel,
2, Palace Green,

London, W.8.
Private and Confidential

Your Excellency,

"The Natural law of Peace!

'A Commentary, being also
The Standard Guide
to
Parmarnent World Peace'

I have just completed a private study of 'the world peace
problem', my conclusions and recommendations thereon being contained in the
above-mentioned work, the sub-title of which is:-

"The Long-Awaited Instruction for the Redemption .
of
The House of Israel"

Arrangements will be made for its publication throughout the
world at the appropriate time starting, naturally enough, in Israel itself
(at Jerusalem, of course).

Before my book is actually published however, I should be happy
to permit your President, Prime Minister and Defence Minister personally to
examine a copy -of the mdnuscript on the understanding that it is highly
confidential,and that the matter is kept strictly private for the time being.

Would you therefore be so kind as to ask these gentlemen
whether they would like to avail themselves of my offer on this condition, and
then let me know accordingly,

Yours sincerely,

’ A (O
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Extract from letter from Preofessor J, A, LAUWERYS
(University of London Institute of Education)

to the Revd W.W. Simpson, Council of Christians and Jews

8th February 1968

I was very much surprised to see that in & letter to The Times the other
day you said that there was no evidence of discrimination against the Arab
population of Israel. Now if you are seriously interested in this question, I can
at least make some authoritative pronouncements in the area of education. I
should like to go through with you the figures supplied by the Israeli Ministry
of Education to Unesco on schools available and attendances., From these it
becomes gquite clear that rather active discrimination is being practised. When
the British left there were two parallel systems of education and the educational
opportunities to the two communities were about equal. By 1960, however, through
the closure of schools and non-development, the chances between the Arabs and the
Jews were about equal at the primary level but at the secondary level the chances
of & Jewish child were about four times as great, and really no chance of Higher
Education. At the post-secondary level the Arab education system fizzles out,
Instead of expanding, colleges etc. have been closed down. I think it would
not be very far wrong to say that as things are the chances open %o an Arab child
in Israel are about the same as those open to an African ohild in South Africa,
but that the latter (both in South Africa and Rhodesia) would have a betier chance
of getting to a university.
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Jerusalem, 30 January 1968

Mr. E. Lauterpacht,
Trinity College,

England, %\ AT

«

Thank you for your letter dated 25 January.
Enclosed herewith 1 am sending you an up-to-date
list reflecting the present state of Israel's diplomatic relations.
This is raw-material which has been prepared at my request,
and while the typing and the presentation could be improved,
I felt that in view of the time-factor involved,I better send you
the material right away in its present form,

As regards our dinner date, March 19 is fine and
we are looking forward to having Both you and Lady Rachel on
that date in our house. We shall also invite a few friends whom
you might be interested in meeting.

We had dinner with Derek Bowett two weeks ago.
I meet him also on business guite often.

Yours sincerely,
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Jerusalem, 21 Jamuary 1668

Mr. E. Lauterpacht,
Trinity College,
Cambridge.
England

Dear Eli,

rmmummmwmummwnmmm and
I hope you still Cln reserve an evening for supper chez nous. Could you
indicate a possible date?

Mrmrdamrﬂrltm“mnnm-m. I enclose the
full text of the Declaration,

A-wmmmn,rmmu-unpwmm
Cffice some years ago. m-nmuw-uummmu-
uﬂmummmummmﬂmm
accompanied by reservations concerning Jerusalem. This is, of course,
wuma.uuwmmmuuuﬂmmmmnm
official publications. uwuunumnummmm
mmhuﬂhmmmﬂ, and 1 hope to obtain it for
you soon. Imatthﬁmhlll-twmmmulwﬂdﬂh-ﬂmm
on Jerusalem, Iﬂnﬂmmwm#mmm
diplomatic missions in Jerusalem.
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their credentials to the President of Israel in Jerusalem.

Please note the U. 8. A. declaration at the 78th meeting of the
memnummmd
State Bulletin, 1951, p. 76.)

As regards question four, I enclose a copy of a statement by the
Spokesman of the State Department of 15 January 1966. 1 shall try to &
find out whether additional material on this question is available,

Finally, I enclose a paper on Jerusalem and its Holy Places,
recently prepared by cur Information Division.

lnlhhﬂumhmummwwuhrm
excellent paper which you have prepared for the F. M. on the eve of
mmumummamz

Yours sincerely,

T. Meron
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Jerusalem, 21 January 1968

Mr. E. Lauterpacht,
Trinity College,
Cambridge.
Englan

Dear Eli,

Iwuh;pprtnhurﬂutymwmbammingtanndinumh. and
Ihopnmdmmrﬂammmﬁrmmrahunm. Could you .
indicate a possible date?

As regards your first questions concerning Jerusalem, [ enclose the
full text of the Declaration.

As regards the second question, I enclose a list prepared in this
Office some years ago. While in some respects it is now obsolete, never-
theless it indicates those instances in which the recognition of Israel was
accompanied by reservations concerning Jerusalem. This is, of ecourse,
internal material, but it will give you an idea of what to look for in various
official publications. An up-to-date list of countries which have diplomatic
relations with Israel is now under preparation, and I hope to obtain it for .
you soon. I expect that such a list will not reveal any additional reservations
on Jerusalem. lﬂﬁndmmupwnltdmml-ﬂahm
diplomatic missions in Jerusalem.

As regards question three, an argument could be made that the recognition
ﬂhndmﬂmmlunﬂmmhltwlmmmmdmw
various States without explicit reservations concerning Jerusalem. May I add
thnullthugwrﬂpuauumhrlﬂwupmmhm






their credentials to the President of Israel in Jerusalem.

Please note the U.8. A. declaration at the 78th meeting of the
Ad Hoe Political Committee on 12 December 1950 (Department of
State Bulletin, 1951, p.76.)

As regards question four, I enclose a copy of a statement by the
Spokesman of the State Department of 15 January 1968, I shall try to
find out whether additional material on this question is available.

Finally, I enclose a paper on Jerusalem and its Holy Places,
recently prepared by our Information Division.

May I take this opportunity to express my appreciation for the
excellent paper which you have prepared for the ¥, M. on the eve of
the General Assembly at unbelievable spped !

Yours sincerely,
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