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LETTER DAYED 10 AUGUST 1972 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE .
OF JORDAN TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL

UPON 'NSTRUCTIUNS FROM MY GOVERNMENT, | HAVE THE HONOUR TO BRI NG

TO YOUR ATTENTION NEW |SRAEL! ILLEGAL MEASURES AND V1OLATIONS OF

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS PERTAINI NG
T0 JERUSALEM, LATEST REPOKTS REACHING MY GOVERNMENT SPEAK OF MORE -
Aﬂiﬁi%?‘%ﬁEEELi DESIGNS TO COMPLETE THE JUDAIZATION OF THE OLD

CiTY OF JERUSALEM. MY GOVERNMENT |S EXTREMELY D{STURBED BY THE
WORSENIHG S!TUATION | N JERUSALEM AS A RESULT OF THE |SRAELI
PERSISTENCE |N THE HOLY CITY. EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE AT PRESENT

BY THE 1SRAELIS TO EVACUATE 3,500 ARAB | NHABI|TANTS WHO LiVE

WITHIN THE OLD CITY. LAST MONTH A SPECIAL COMPANY ACTING ON

BEHALF OF THE |SRAEL! AUTHORITIES, f'THE COMPANY FOR THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF THE JEWISH QUARTER IN THE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM’®, WH|CH

WAS ENTRUSTED BY THE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES WITH THE TASK OF
EVACUATI NG ARAB |NHABITANTS FROM THE EXPROPRIATED AREAS IN THE

OLD CITY, HAD SENT EVACUATION NOTICES TO HUNDREDS OF THE

|NHABITANTS OF TH5_*’CONF|SCATED QUARTER* TO LEAVE THEIR HOUSES (@
OR THEY WILL FACE THE CONSEQUENCES. A COPY IN ARABIC AND HEBREW

OF THE EVACUATION NOTIVE |S ATTACHED,

ARAB FAMILIES, WUMBERING OVER 3,500 PERSONS, WHO REFUSED TO LEAVE
THE!R HOUSES SINCE THE XPROPRIAT!ON DATE(18 APRIL 1968) RECE!VED
THE EVACUATIOM NOTICE LAST MONTH, BUT THEY ARE DETERM! NED NOT TO
SURRENDER THEIR PROPERTY. SOME OF THE EXPROPRIATED BUILDI NGS

ARE PRAVATE HOUSES, OTHERS ARE THE PROPERTY OF THE REL|GIOUS
ENDOWNMENT (WAQF ) .

THE NUMBER OF THE BU|LDINGS |NCLUDED IN THE EXPROPR|AT|ON ORDER,
PUBL | SHED TN THE |SRAEL! OFFICIAL GAZETTE NO, 1443 OF 18 APRIL
1968, 15 595. AMONG THEM ARE 1,048 RESIDENTIAL APARTMENTS,

L37 SHOPS AND GROCERIES, 5 MOSQUES AND 4 SCHOOLS.

THEY ARE LOCATED IN FIVE ARAB QUARTERS THAT MAD BEEN ILLEGALLY
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CONF I SCATED, THESE | NCLUDE MAGHARBAH QUARTER, SHARAF QUARTER,

BAB ELILSILAH QUARTER, PART OF THE ARMENIAN QUARTER AND

OLD JEW|SH QUARTER., THE ISRAEL! AUTHORITIES NAMED ALL OF THESE
QUARTERS THE **JEWISH QUARTER’’ |N ORDER TO MISLEAD WORLD

PUBLIC OPINION AND TO ELIM|NATE FROM JERUSALEM ALL ISLAMIC AND
ARABIC PRESENCE. IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT, ACCORDING TO THE BRITISH
MANDATE RECORDS, JEW)SH PROPERTY |N THE ABOVE-MENT|OWED QUARTERS
WAS NOT MORE THAN 105 HOUSES OUT OF 700 LOCATED IN THE |LLEGALLY
CONF | SCATED AREA.

EVER SINCE 18 APRIL 1968, THE EXPROPRIATION DATE, THE |SRALS i
AUTHOR|T|ES HAVE BEEN PRACTISING PRESSURE ON THE OWNERS AND THE

TEMANTS OF THE CONF|SCATED BUILDINGS TO EVACUATE THEM AND SURRENDER

THE RIGHTS TO THEM. BUT THEY HAVE PROTESTED THE |ISRAEL | ILLEGer

ACTIONS AND CATEGORICALLY KEFUSED TO SURRENDER THEIR PROPERTY. |
THEY SENT SEVERAL APPEALS AND MEMORANDA TO THE UNITED NATIONS WHICH,
TOGETHER WITH OTHER ISRAEL| ILLEGAL MEASURES. WERE THE SUBJECT \

OF PREVIOUS DEBATED RESULTING [N MANY RESOLUT|ONS ADOPTED BY THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE SECUR!TY COUNCIL AND THE VARIOUS

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS. |N ALL THESE RESOLUT|ONS |SRAEL

WAS CONDEMNED FOR ITS ILLEGAL AND ARBITRARY MEASURES AND WA i
CALLED UPON TO HALT AND RESCIND ALL MEASURES TAKEN TO CHANGE

THE_STATUS AND THE CHARACTER OF THE CITY. |N UTTER D|SREGARD |
TO THESE RESOLUT|ONS |SRAEL CONTINUED | TS ARBITRARY ACT ONS BY
EXPROPRIATING ARAB PROPERTY AND EVACUATING THE ARAB POPULATION

LIVING WITHIN THE OLD C|Tys

1. ON 11 JUNE 1967 AND THE FOLLOW!NG WEEK, THE |SRAEL| ARMY DESTROYED

135 ARAB HOUSES AND TWO MOSQUES |N MAGHARBAH QUARTER tun

EVACUATED 650 ARABS AFTER THEY WAD BEEW )VEN THREE HOUR ®

2. OB 14 JUNE 1963 THE FAKHRIYYA CORNER WHICH |8 ATTACHED TO AL-
AQSA MOSQUE, TOGETHER WITH 14 BUILDINGS OWNED BY THE RELIG|OUS
ENDOWNMENT (WAQF) WERE DEMOL|SHED BY THE |SRAEL! FORGES, AND

THEIR |NHABITANTS, NUMBERING 80 PERSONS , WERE EXPELLED.

3. DURING THE PERIOD 1369-1571 THE |SRAEL! AUTHORITIES LAUNCHED

A SERIES OF ARB)TRARY ACTS RESULTING IN THE EVICTION OF 3€0

ARAB FAMILIES, NUMBERING 1,364 PERSONS, LIVING WITHIN THE WALLS
BFLTHE OLD CITY AND THE CONFISCATION OF 280 BUKLDINGS OWNED BY THE
ISLAMIC WAQF.

ACCORDI NG TO WAARETZ OF 11 MAY 1372, THE ’*COMPANY FOR THE DEVE=-
LOPMENT OF THE JEWISH QUARTER IN THE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM'' |8
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ENTRUSTED, IN ADDITION TO THE EVACUATION OF THE ARAB |NHAB|TANTS,
WITH THE DEMOLITION OF THE ARAB BUILDINGS AND THE PLANNING AND

THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW JEWISH BUILDINGS AND TO PREPARE THE
THREATENED ARAB AREA TO ACCOMMODATE 5,000 JEWS. THE PLANS PREPARED
BY THE SAID COMPANY (NCLUDE THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS:

1. HOUSING UNITS CAPABLE OF ACCOMMODATING 700 JEWISH FAMILIES,

2. THE CONSTRUCTION OF 250 SHOPS,

3. THE CONSTRUCTION OF RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS WITH THE CAPACITY

OF 1,500 STUDENTS. .
L, THE CONSTRUCTION OF SYNAGOGUES.

5. THE CONSTRUCTION OF TWO HUTELS.

6. THE CONSTRUCTION OF STAIRS FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE CONF!SCATED
AREA TO THE WESTERN WALL OF HARAM AL-SHARIF (THE WAILING WALL,

THE COMPANY. DURING THE PERIOD FROM 1969 TO 11 MAY 1972, COMPLETED
THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS:

1. THE EVICTION FROM HALF OF THE ARAB HOMES,

2. THIE DESTRUCTION OF MANY OF THE ARAB HOUSES,

3. THE CONSTRUCTION AND THE RENOVATION OF 250 HOUSING UNITS.

k., THE CONSTRUCTION OF 250 ROOMS FOR PUBLIC UTILITIES.

5. THE CONSTRUCTION OF 30 SHOPS, -
6. THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE STAIRS FROM THE QUARTER TO THE

WESTERN WALL OF HARAM AL—-SHARIF (THE WAIL)NG WALL),

anggsﬂuustus OF 70 JEWISH FAMIL|ES AND 400 YOUND JEWS IN PRIVATE

THE COMPANY, WHICH IS ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE |SRAEL| GOVERNMENT, g
IS CONTINUING ITS TASK IN DEFIANCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HESDLUTIJ'E
AND OF THE NATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS FEELINGS OF THE ARABS AND

MOSLEMS. IT IS IN THE PROCESS OF EVACUATING THE REMAINING ARABS

IN THE OLD CITY AND DESTROYING THEIR HOUSES AS PART OF THE

ISRAEL] PLANS AND DESIGNS TO VOID THE CITY OF ITS AUTHENTIC
POPULATION AND CHANGE 1TS CHARACTER.

IN VIEW OF THE ISRAEL] CONTINUED ILLEGAL ACTIONS AND PLANNED
MEASURES, |T HAS BECOME URGENT THAT IMMEDIATE AND EFFECTIVE STEPS

s /[ &
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BE TAKEN TO STOP THESE MEARUES AND TU HALT THE NEW
ISRAEL| MOVE, WHICH IS IN DIRECT VIOLATION OF THE UNITED MATIONS
RESOLUTIONS AND THE FOURTH GENEVA CONVENTION OF 194S.

MAY | REQUEST YOUR EXC, TO BRING THIS LETTER TO THE ATTENT!ON
OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO
INVESTIGATE |SRAELI PRACTICES AFFECTING HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE
POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES,

| SHALL BE GRATEFUL IF THIS LETTER IS CIRCULATED AS AN OFF!CAL
DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

ABDUL HAMID SHARAF
AMBASSADOR., .

AD KAN.
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with & view to securing an efficlient implemenistion of the resoluticus
of the Genoral Conference and the Hxecutive Moard in this respeci".
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The General Conference,
Aware of the cxceptional imporianece of the cultural property in the old city of Jerusalem, particy-
Jarly the Holy Piaces, nict only to the States directly concerned but 10 al! humanity, on‘account
of their artistic, historical and religious value,
Noting resoluiion 2253(ES-V) adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 4 July 1967,
~ \\ concerning the ity of Jerusalem,
‘\“ g ! 1. Adidresses ot urgent international appeal n accordnuce with the said United Nations resolution,
~3 o calling upon Isracl: }
' \ <l () to presepye sm:pu‘.aust}- all the sites, buildings, and other cultural propertics, especially in
i the old city of Jerusaiem; :
(b) to desist from any acchaeological excavations, trausfer of such propertics and ¢hanging of
Wheir features on their cultural and Wistorical characler;
2. Invites \he Director-Genera 1o use all {he influcrice nd means at his disposal, in co-operation
with all purtics concerned, 10 cRsUIE ihe best possible implementation of this rcﬁc:lutiﬁ_:_}

L1

The Genera! Canference,
Bearing in wind the Rules of Procedure concerning Recommentations 10 Member States and nter-
nittienal Canventions covered by the jerms of Article 1Y, paragraph 4, of the Constitution,

Having examined the Director-General's preliminary study on the means of prohibiting and pre-
venting the illicit export, import and rransfer of ownership of cultural property (doc. 15C/15),

1. Considers it desirable that an international convention be drafted on the subject,

2. Authorizes the Director-General to convene the special committes provided for in Anicle 10,
paragraph 4, of the shove-mentioned Rules of Procedurs, which will be entrusted with draft-
ing a convention for submission to the Generol Conference at its sixteenth session.

Develnpment of museunts

The Director-General is authoiized, with the collaboration of the approprinte :nternational, regional




4 r-.-

il i

-

4.1 Report of the Director-General on the application of decision 88 EX/1,3.1

ot o —

T84 TI718 Rev. and 2A0d.)

The Executive Board,
1, Recalline the provisions of the Convention for the Pratection of Cultural
Proparty in the Lvent of Armed Conflict (The Hague, 1954),

2, Recalling vesolutions 3,342 and 3.343 adopted by the General Conference
at its fifteenth session and decisions 4.4.2, 4.3.1 and &.3.1 adopted by
the Executive Board at its 82nd, 83rd and B8th sessions respectively,

3. Recalling the Security Council resolutions 252 (1968) of 21 May 1968 and
267 (196%) of 3 July 1969 and 298 of 25 Septamber 1971, and resolutions
2253 and 2254 (% and 14 July 1967) of the United Nations General Assembly
concening measures and actions affecting the status of the City of
Jerusalem,

u, Ta]dn% note of the report of the Director-Gensral (89 EX/19 Rev.) and
18 eiforts to secure the implementation of the decisions of the Executive .
Board, , :

5. FRe es Israel's negative attitude with resard to decision 4.3.1 adopted
the xecutive Board of Unesco at its 88th session;

6. Deplores the oontiruation under present conditions of archaeolopical
excavations in Jerusalem by Israel;

L P ————E A S S

7. Urgently calls again upon Israel to: 1

(a) see that the necessary measures are taken for the scrupulous -
preservation of all sites, buildings, momuments and other cultural
properties, especially in the 0ld City of Jemsalem;

(b) desist fium any archaeological excavati-ns, the transfer of such
properties and any change of their features or their cultural and
higtorical character, particularly with regard to Christian and
Islamic religious sites; s

i

|

<

(c) adhere scrupulously to the provisions of the Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflizt
(The Hague, 1954) and the resolutions mentioned above, particularly
paragraph 7 of decision 4.3.1 adopted by the Executive Board at its
88th session;

Thanks the Director-General for his continucus efforts in this matter and
invites him to contirue his efforts ard to report to the Executive Board
at its 90th session in order to consider the necessary measures to be taken.

- il o ol i ®
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My dear Minister,

During the course of the dobate which tosk blace regently at the 89th
session of the Evecutive Board o item 0.4,) of the arenda:  Heport of the
Director-Ceneral on the dmolemsytation of B8 _EX/Decision 8.3.1, voum
repreientative, ﬁcrd%%? atm}‘r.-d amont otner things that your Government
would give favolruble consideration to a proposal by the Cammissioner-General

~ for Qulturzl Prorerty in Ismael to have Fecourse to the services of an expert
uider frticle 7, paragraph 2, of the Repuiations for the exascution of the
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the event of Armed
Conflict (The Hapve, 1954),

- During the same debate, the aucstion of the possibie application of
Article 23, pavaprach 2, of the Convention was raised, Under this provision
Unesco is authoriz: i to propose, on its o:n initiative, to States Parties to
the Convention, tecirdecal assistance in orpanizing the motection of cultuwrel
praperty or in connection with any other probiem arising out of the application
of the Cenvention op the fesulations for its exesstion. «

1 would like to confirm the offer which T made orally during the debate
of the Executive Pasrd to provide, at the exponse of Imesco, underr Article
43 of the Haoue Convention, technical assistance, in the form of an expert

Ifthispmmlisagméabletaymlshallmlmﬁfindmmfw
your approval the name of an expert whom | consider to be particularly
qualified tw undertake the mission, d '

Yours sincerely, .

Renid® Aahou

His Excellency Mr. :bba LRAN
Mimister . 4o Foreipn Affairs
Ministry for Foreien Affairs
JERUSALEM
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UNITED MATIONS FOUCATIOMAL. SCIERTIFIC AND CULTURAL GREANIZATION *'|J:i '{:“ F. 4
-

EXECUTIVE BOARD o

Eighty-ninth Session

89 B/19 REV
. PARIS, 5 May 1972
ENGL1ZH ONLY*

Ttem B.4.1 of the Provisiona) Arerndns

REMCAT OF THE DIRECTOR-CEMERAL ON THE INPLEMENTATION OF
80 EX/Decision 1.3.1

SuMaRY
The present report is submitted to tha Board in accordance with
decision 4.5.1, paragraph 8, adopted at its O8th session.

-

®

* Owing to & material error, part of Mr. Auha Fhan's letter was omitted in
the English verslon of document 89 EX/1C.
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89 EX/19 - page 2

1. At its 88th session (Cotober-November 1571), the Executive Board adopted
decision §.5.1 es follows:

§.3.1 Report of the Government of Jerdan on the Violation of The Hagus Con-
ventlion for the Protection of Cultural Propecty in the FEvent of
Arme.. Conflict (857 EX/31, B7 EX/34, 87 B35, 53 EX/i6 and 88 EX/NT)

The Executlve Bcard,

1. [BRec=lling the provisions of The Hepgus Conwention for the Frotec-
tion of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict,

2. Recalling resclutions 3.342 and 3.343 adopted by the General Con-
ference at its fifteenth session and decisions 4.4.2 apd 5.3.1
. adopted by the Executive Board at its £2pd and 83rd sessions re-
| spectively,
3. Peeslling the Seourity Council resolutions 252 (1950) of 21 Mey
1968, 2567 (1959) of 3 July 19G9 and 268 (1971) of 25 Septenber
1971 ard the United Nations General Assembly resciutions 22535
end 2250 of 4 and 14 July 1957 respectively, concerning measuces
and actions affecting the stacus of the Clty of Jerusalem,

J

4., Hevinz considered the reports contained in documents 87 EX/31,
87 mx/3%, 87 £4/35, 68 Y46 and 88 EX/4T,

5. Reaffirms Unesco's concern regarding the Implementation ol Its
previoua decisions in this matier;

6. Urgerily calls upon Isreel %r®

(a) see that the necessary measures are taken for the scrupulous 4
preservation of all sites, butldings and other cultural pro-
perties, especially in the 0ld Cily of Jerusalem; .

(J (b) desist from eny crohocological exesvations, the transfer of
such propertles and any change of their features or their
cultural and historical cheracter, particularly with regerd
to Christisn and Islemic religious sites;

(e) adhere scrupuleusly to the provisions of the above-mentioned
Conventlion and rescolutions; . :

7. Invites the Director-General to ensure the presence of Unesco in
the City of Jerusalem with 2 view to seouring an efficient imple~
mentatfon of the resolutions of the Cenerel Conference and the
Executive Beard in this respect;

B. Further invites the Director General to report to the Executive  °
Board at 1ts bulh gession on the implemertation of this resclu-
tion. ' '

2. On 16 Nowvember 1971, the Director-General communicated this decision to
Mr. Abba Eban, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Isrmel, with a covering latter
which read as follows:




89 EX/19 - page 3-

"My dear Minister,

I have the honour to transmit herewith e cepy of decision %,3.1 which
the Executive Board of Unesco edopted at its 88t session (October 1971) fol-
lowing 1ts considerstlon of the agends jtem entitled: Report of the Govern-
ment of Jordan on the Violation of The linguc Corwventlon for the Protection
of Cultursl Property in the Event of Armed Conflict.

1 wish to draw your particular sttention to paragraph T of this deelsiom,
by which the Board invites me 'to emsure the presence of Unesco in the City
of Jerusalem with a view to securing an efficlent i{mplamantation of the reso-
Lutions of the General Canference ond the Exscutive Beard in this respect 5
Koosiing the constant support given by your Government to the Organization end
bearing in mind the oultural objectives of its efforts, I feel sure that I
may count upon yows full co-operation in the application of this decision.

Some formula could, I think, be devised, based on Unescols past experi-
ence in the preservetlion of the cultural heritege of mankind. I intend to
explore this matter with your permanent delegate before putting forwerd a
definite scheme for your consideration.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Rens Hohou"

%, VWhen trensmitting +he lelier in question to the Permanent Delegate of Israel

to Uneseo, the Dircetor-General suggested several ways which might be contem-
pleted of ensuring the presence of Unesoo in the City of Jerusalem for the purposes
indicated in the decision. t

4. 1In reply to his cormunication dated 16 November 1971, the Director-Ceneral re-
ceived from Mr. Abba Eban, Minister of Fureign MMTairs of Isreel, the Tollow-

ing letter dsted 6 Jamuary 1972:
H‘Eir.

I have the honour to refer to your commnication of 16 November 1971,
enclosing the text of deeision 4.3.1 which the Hxscutive Board of Unesco
adopted at its 88th session (Octcber 1971).

The ettitude of my Government was made clesr at the meeting of the
Exeoutive Poard paz well as on previous occcasions when notions of similar in-
tpnt were before the Executive Board and the Ceneral Conference of Unesco.

May I, therefore, briefly reiterate that in cur opinion this decision or
the Executive Bosrd wee influcnced by political considerations rather than
those cultural objicetives which we in Unesco share.

As you are swere and as, indeed, you confirm in your letter to me, the
Government of Tsrael has given eonstant support to Unesco. This was wade evi-
dent, inter alis, by our resdy acceptance of your proposal to send special
representatives who would report to you perscnally on the altuation regarding
the protection of cultural property in the City of Jerusalem, notwithstanding
our reservations regarding the resolutions of the Executive Board. Thus the

®
D
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Poard. For those reasms, I regret to inform you that my Government finds ituel‘

# |
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89 EX/19 - pege 4 .

visits and repocts of Professor G. de Angelis D'Ossat in June 1969, and of
Professor Raymond Lemaire in Septamber 1971, were made possible.

At the same time the Govermment of Isrnsl, as a party to The Hsgue Con-
vention of 195/ for the Protection of Cultursl Property in the Bvent of Armed
Conflict, has co-operated closely with the Comnlssioner-Gencral, Dr. H.J. Reinink,
appointed undor that Conventlon. Dr. Relnink has visited our country on many
oconsions end has been afforded every help and facllity in the accomplishment cf
his duties arising from ths application of tie Convention. His reports ave
available to you, end to the Executive Board. These factual reports, ss well
as those of your special representstives, do not appear to have been given thelr
dos weight and consideration in the deliberst!nons and conelusions of the Exzoutive

unabls to eo-operate with measuves desimned to implement decision 4.3.1.

I would assure you, however, that the Govermment of Israsl remains deeply
conscious of the universal interests in Jerusalom and the Holy Places located in
it. It ia our policy to preserve the unity end pezce of the city, to ensure
continued accesr to its sacred shrines fur the adherents ef all religions, and to
safeguard its oultural, histordesl uand religious values. My Govermment will also
continue to co-operate with the Commissloner-Generzl appointed under tha Convention
for the Protectlion of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Confliot.

Yours sincerely,

{signed)  Abba Eban"
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THIRD DRAFT
SUGGESTED REPLY FROM MINISTER FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO DIRECTOR-GENERAL
OF UNESCO
Ste, |

|
I have the honour to vefer to your communiecation of 16 November 1971

| ﬁmlqlltg the toxt of declislon 4,8.1, which the Exccutive Board of UNESCO
adopted st its 86th Sesslon (Dctober 1971).

o —

Jr'.r!me attitude of my Government has been made clear at the meeting of the
Exacutive Poord ns wall na on prnﬂﬂu_f ocensiona when motions of similar fntent '
have been before the Executive Board and the General Conference of UNESCO.

May I theecelora briefly roiterate that in our opinion this declsion of the Exscutive

Board I3 ot baced on an objective appralzal of the facts but Is motivated by political
considerations which should have no place in the cultural objectives of UNENCO.
| As you aro uware grd as, {ndeed, fJ'II. conflrm in your lottor ¢ rme, the

Governmert of Isrnel has given constant support to UNESCO. This was made
evident, Inter alia, by our ready accertance of your proposal o sand special
representatives who would report to you perasonnlly on the facts of tho situation '_,
regarding the protection of cultural property {n the oity of Jerusalem, notwithstanding
our known reservations regarding the vesolutions of the Esxeculive Board., Thus .

.T was made poseible the visits and reports of Profesgsor G. de Angelis D'Oasat in

Juns 1908 and of Professor Reymond Lemalre In Soptember 1971,

At the same time the Government of Israel, as a party to the Hague Conventlon

of 1654 for the Protection of Cultural Property {n the event of Armed Conflict, has

caoperated closoly with the Comutssloner-Gensral, Dr. H.J. Relnink, sppointed

under that Convertion, Dr. Reirink has visited oufcountry on many oooasfons and
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h;,l been afforded every help and facility in the accompldshiment of hia duties arising

from the application of the Convention. His reports are avallable to yon, and to tie

Executive Ecard. It Is regrettable that these factual veports, as well as those of

your spocial representative do not appear to have been given thet::_dua welght and

nuns#demilnn in the deliberations and conclualons of the Hmnuttv; Board. Inthe

light of nll these conalderations itda my Government's position that it {a unable to

mpeif-ata with measures deslgned to Implement prejudicial resolutions, the terms

of which are not based on facts but 81 extranecus politieal mnaldarﬂlnnu.. .'
1 would assure you, however, that the Government of Israel remains deeply

conscious of the universal interests in Jerusalem and the 1oly Places located in it.

It in our policy to ppaserve the unity and peace of the city, to cnsure access to ita

eacred shrines for the adhevents of all rellgions, and to safeguared its Cu'l'l'.lr":ll,

h!'laturinal and veligious values. My Government will also continue tn::uaparm with

the Commlanioner-Genaral appointed under the Convention for the Protection of

Cultural Property in the event of Armed Conflict,
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