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War, after
water resources,
Prushansiy,

550 million

This amount may be broken down as
follows:

Croud water
Jordan River and
Sea of Galilee

- y
Ploodwatar

T™otal 1,810 to ,,f'J
arid areas ti W
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of surface
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WATER RESOURCES AND THEIR USE
IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA

1. General

Situated un the edge of one of the earth's arid zones, the Land of Israel was never
blessed witn an abundance of water. In fact, its resources of that orecious commodity
are so limited that the State of Israel has been forced to devote considérable effort
and resources not only to the search for water, but also to the development of ways of
conserving it and utilizing it most economically and effectively. Israel, in fact, has
become a world example for the efficient use of water in agriculture through the use of
advanced technologies and systems which have earned international recognition and been
adopted for use in many countries, including some of the most advanced in the world.
Since June 1967, Israel has been applying its experience and know-how in this field
to Judea-Samaria and the Gaza district, making substantial investments to expand and
improve the water systems in these areas.

2. The Water Resources of Judea-Samaria

Subterranean aquifers, in Israel as elsewhere in the Middle East, do not correspond to
political demarcation lines, and so far as water resources are concerned, Judea-Samaria
is inseparable from the territory of Israel within the Green Line. The area between
the Jordan River and the Mediterranean shares two main aquifers, extending on either
side - west and east respectively - of the central watershed. The western aquifer,
from which the population of both Israel and Judea-Samaria draws its water, is sub-
Jected to excessive drain, which implies a lowering of the water-table and the risk of

salination.

Studies by TAHAL, the Israel Water Planning Company, have shown conclusively that only
controlled management of the water resources of the entire area west of the Jordan
River can prevent gver-exploitation with its adverse consequences. In its absence,
the principal water resources of the area may be severely affected by salination - an
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irreversible process that woula cause irreparable damage. Controlled management re-
uires centralization by a single administrative body.

The main sources of water in Judea-Samaria are wells and springs:

(a) MWells - Similar to Israeli law, Jordanian law (which is still in force
in Judea-Samaria) requires an official permit to be obtained prior to the digging or
boring of a new well. At present, the competent authority of the Israeli administra-
tion in Judea-Samaria for this matter is a water staff officer, who examines applica-
tions for permits with the assistance of an advisory committee, This committee, when
making its recommendations, applies the Jordanian regulations governing the matter -
regulations promulgated in 1966 which, inter alia, forbid the boring of new wells in
three districis of Judea-Samaria, namely Jericho, Ras Far'ah, and Qabatic' - enin. The
reason for this prohibition is that the water-bearing strata in these districts are
over-exploited, so that increased pumping might result in a lowering of the table and
the penetration of brackish water.

In ten years of Israeli administration in Judea-Samaria, between 1967 and 1977, a total
of 60 applications for permits to prospect for water were received from Arab inhabitants.
20 of these were approved, but not a single new well was sunk by the applicants. The
reason for this failure is the high cost involved, amounting to about a quarter of i
million dollars for each bore, Some wells, however, were sunk by municipalities or
local councils and by the water staff officer.

At present, some 300 Arab wells (including several owned by the administration) and
17 Jewish-owned wells are operating in Judea-Samaria. The Jewish-owned wells [sunk
since 1967) have in no case caused a reduction of the water supply available to the
Arab population. On the contrary, very often Arab farmers have benefited from the
sinking of the Jewish-owned wells,

The majority of the Jewish-owned wells serving the Jewish villages have been sunk in-
to water-bearing strata which had never been tapped before 1967, and, with the aid of
modern equipment, have been drilled tc a depth never before reached by Arab prospec-
tors. in addition, the Israeli administration has sunk new wells for drinking

water for the exclusive benefit of the population of Judea-Samaria. Thus, ir =0 case
has the sinking of a well for the Jewish villages beer allowed adversely to affe-s
the water supply availzble to the Arab inhabitants. Where any well sunk for the yuse
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f the Jewish population caused the yield of an existing source of water of Arab . .
lagers to diminish, the Israels agministration took care to make good the defic:- vy
from the new source at the same cost as would have been incurred by the Arab users in
producing the quantity in question from their own source.

(b) Springs - The rights of the existing population to the use of water springs
have not been infringed upon since 1967. Only in the case of a few absentee owners were
those rights vested in the Custodian of Abandoned Private Property, who disposed of
them partly to Arab farmers and partly to Jewish settlers.

Curing twelve years of Israelj administration the water consumption habii. of the popu-
iation of Judea-Samaria have undergone profound changes. This has been 2 result of the
rise in living standards, the increase of population, and the general development ir
agriculture, industry and building. These changes have made 1t necessary for the Israel;
administration to make readjustments and to take more vigorous action to ensure adequate
w#ater supplies to all. The following table shows the rise in water consumption gver

“he years 1967 to 1979 (in millions of cubic metres):

Year Domestic Use Domestic Use Domestic Use Agricultural Agricultural

from Springs from Wells from Mekorot Use Use
Company from Wells  from Springs2

1967/8 2.0 3.4 - 30.0 37.0

1877/8 2.6 5.0 0.4 30.5 37.0

1978/9 i 10.3 2.1 30.0 37.0

The table thus reveals a considerable increise in domestic use as against an insigni-
ficant increése in the consumption of water for agriculture. However, despite the
virtually unchanged consumption in agriculture, the cultivated area under irrigation
was expanded by 160% and the yield was increased twelve-fold; income from agriculture
rose from $32.5 million (1967/8) to $73.3 million (1977/8). This was the result of mo-
iern methods of cultivation and economical watering systems introduced from [srae].

1. Supplied to Ramallah and the Hebron nill region.

2, Averages, the actual quantities fluctuating from 30 to 45 million cubic metres per
year according to the rainfall,
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3. Improvements under Israelsi Administration

A comparison of the standard of the water supply and services in Judea-Sama

ris to:

with that which prevailed under Jordanian rule reveals that, contrary to the allzyations

brought against it, Israel has since 1967 brought about a ¥ast improvement

field, visible in the large increase of the quantities of water supplied to
population and in many other features listed below:

in tnis
the Arab

(a) Water supplies for Domestic Use - Throughout the period of Jordanian rule,

no basic development was undertaken to ensure a reqular water supply for domesti

- use,

Most of the inhabitants drew water for their homes from nearby springs or from rain-

water cisterns; piped water was available only in some of the larger towns, and it:

up-

Ply was intermittent or rationed; the quality of the water was low, and r. chlorination
was applied according to standards set for drinking water. In 1967 domestic water
consumption was 5.4 million cubic metres. In twelve years under Israeli adminiscration,

1t rose to 14.6 million cubic metres.

(b) Waterworks - Up to 1967 there were two public waterworks in the whole
region of Judea-Samaria, at Abood and at Shibtin, SUpplying together about 50 cubieg
metres per hour, or about a quarter of a million cubic metres per year. Since then,
under the Israeli administration, the two existing waterworks have been enlarged and

the following new regional establishments added: Herodion, Dotan, Beth Iba.

A-Zawiyan,

Bitunia, Deir Shaer, Tubas (handed back to the local council), and Bidan 1 (transferred

to the Municipality of Nablus).

The following are the new wells provided by the Israeli administration:

Yield
{in cubic metres per hour )
Samu ' &0
Herodion 2 400
Herodion 1 80
Deir Shaer 100
Shibtin 4 80
Bitunia 300
A-Zawivah 100
Beth Iba 250
Dotan 300
Total yield 1,670 cubic metres per nour

¥ o
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() Pools - In 1967 there were 10 <mall storage pools in Judea-Samaria, in
the villages served by the government waterworks, with a total Capacity of abou: - 0

Cubic metres. Today, ten ddditional pools have been constructed by the Israelj 3gMinis-

tration, with a tota] Capacity of 9,850 cubic metres - an increase of nearly 900 per-
cent in storage capacity.

The following are the Neéw pocls provided by the Israeli administration:

Capacity
(in cubic metres )
Kiryat Arba 1,000
Mamreh 3,750
Bitunia 1,000
Deir Abu Mash'al 500
Bidiya 1,000
Deir Shaer 350
Yata 150
Dotan 1,000
Tubas 1,000
Akaba 100
Total capacity 9,850 cubic metres

(d) Water Mains - In 1967 there was a total of 45 kilometres (28 miles) of
ter mains, laid by the Jordanian government. Since then, 200 kilometres (125 miles)
mains have been added by the Israeli administratinn, representing an increase of
J percent.

(e) Linkage to Supply System - Under Jordanian rule, the supply system ex-
=d to twelve villages only - to public distribution points in each, with no exten-
\ to individual houses . Since 1967, the Israeli administration has laid supply
works in 43 villages, and running water is thus supplied from the main system to
nsumers' homes.

(f) Flow Measurement and Records -

(i) springs - The Jordanian authorities conducted flow measurement main-
b of surface water, This included about 35 Springs used by individual water-right
\ners. No chemical testing was practised. Today, the flow of all measurable major
[7ings is measured and reqular chemical tests are made. This control covers about
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120 springs - an increase of some 240 percent.

(i) Wells - In 1967, a total of 320 wells were operated in Judea-Samaria,
but no measurement of yield or chemical tests were made. Today, regular yield measure-
ment and testing for chlorine content are the rule for all wells, as well as measure-

ment of the water level.

(g) Installation of Water Meters - Up to 1967, no water meters were used at wells,
nor was any other control exercised over quantities of water

drawn, every well operator
drawing as much water as he pleased. Since 1967, some 290 meters have been installed

at wells to register the quantities of water drawn, and in 1976 a water guota was fixed
and enforced for each well, in accordance with a Jordanian law for the control

ral sources promulgated by the Jordanian parliament in 1966.

of natu-

(h) MWater Balance between Israel and Judea-Samaria - Since 1967, there have
been reciprocal transfers of water between Judea-Samaria and Israel's territory within
the Green Line, according to geographic and economic considerations. The balance of
these water transactions in 1978-1979, for example, was adverse for Israel. Thus,
1,068,000 cubic metres were pumped from Judea-Samaria to Israel (mainly from
dion waterworks to Jerusalem), while 2,098,000 cubic metres were pumped from Israel

the Hero-

(within the Green Line) to Judea-Samaria, mainly to Ramallah and the

Hebron hill region.

In 1979-1980, a quantity of 2,734,000 cubic metres was pumped from Israel to

Judea-Sa-

maria, as against 546, 000 cubic metres pumped from Judea-

Samaria to Israel, making an

adverse balance for Israel of 2,188,000 cubic metres.

Future Plans.

The water potential of the area between the Mediterannean Sea and the Jordan River is
almost fully exploited. The continually rising need for water for domestic, agricul-

tural and industrial uses will, in the future, present grave problems concerning the

continued development of the whole area, Hope for a substantial change in this situa-
tion lies in the projected construction by the Government of Jordan of the Makaren
which is to store the waters of the Yarmuk River, with its estimated
mately 500 million cubic metres per year. The estimated cost of this project is a bil-
lion dollars and discussions regarding its financing are being held with the World Bank

the United States government, which has a]-

Dam,
flow of approxi-

and other international bodies, including
ready undertaken to provide $150 million.
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The Government of Israel has indicated that in principle it favours the constructio

f the dam at Makaren in the context of regional agreement and cooperation that woul
ensure that the local population residing west of the Jordan River receives an eguitable
portion of the water. By the diversion of the Yarmuk waters solely to the east bank of
the Jordan the development of Judea-Samaria would be stifled.

Under international law this principle of equitable distribution among riparians is a
well established right. The actual quantities of water to be apportioned is an issue
that will have to be negotiated with the Kingdom of Jordan.

It is clear that only by regional cooperation between the states concerned can satis-

factory solutions be worked out for the water problems not only of Jordan bt of Judea-

Samaria as well.

11C/330/August 1980.

S ——




WATER RESOURCES AND THEIR USE
IN JUDEA AND SAMARIA

1. General

Situated on the edge of one of the earth's arid zones, the Land of Israel was never
blessed with an abundance of water. In fact, its resources of that orecious commod ity
are so.limited that the State of Israel has been forced to devote considérable effort
and resources not only to the search for water, but also to the development of ways of
conserving it and utilizing it most economically and effectively. Israel, in fact, has
become a world example for the efficient use of water in agriculture through the use of
advanced technologies and systems which have earned international recognition and been

adopted for use in many countries, including some of the most advanced in the world.

Since June 1967, Israel has been applying its experience and know-how in this field
to Judea-Samaria and the Gaza district, making substantial investments to expand and
improve the water systems in these areas.

2. The Water Resources of Judea-Samaria

Subterranean aquifers, in Israel as elsewhere in the Middle East, do not correspond to
political demarcation lines, and so far as water resources are concerned, Judea-Samaria
is inseparable from the territory of Israel within the Green Line. The area between
the Jordan River and the Mediterranean shares two main aquifers, extending on either
side - west and east respectively - of the central watershed. The western aquifer,
from which the population of both Israel and Judea-Samaria draws its water, is sub-
jected to excessive drain, which implies a lowering of the water-table and the risk of
salination.

Studies by TAHAL, the Israel Water Planning Company, have shown conclusively that only
controlled management of the water resources of the entire area west of the Jordan
River can prevent over-exploitation with its adverse consequences. In its absence,
the principal water resources of the area may be severely affected by salination - an
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irreversible process that would cause irreparable damage. Controlled management re-
quires centralization by a single administrative body.

The main sources of water in Judea-Samaria are wells and springs:

(a) Wells - Similar to Israeli law, Jordanian law (which is still in force
in Judea-Samaria) requires an official permit to be obtained prior to the digging or
boring of a new well. At present, the competent authority of the Israeli administra-
tion in Judea-Samaria for this matter is a water staff officer, who examines applica-
tions for permits with the assistance of an advisory conmittee. This committee, when
making its recommendations, applies the Jordanian regulations governing the matter -
regulations promulgated in 1966 which, inter alia, forbid the boring of new wells in
three districts of Judea-Samaria, namely Jericho, Ras Far'ah, and Qabatich-Jenin. The
reason for this prohibition is that the water-bearing strata in these districts are
over=exploited, so that increased pumping might result in a lowering of the table and
the penetration of brackish water.

In ten years of Israeli administration in Judea-Samaria, between 1967 and 1977, a total
of 60 applications for permits to prospect for water were received from Arab inhabitants.
20 of these were approved, but not a single new well was sunk by the applicants. The
reason for this failure is the high cost involved, amounting to about a quarter of a
million dollars for each bore. Some wells, however, were sunk by municipalities or
local councils and by the water staff officer.

At present, some 300 Arab wells (including several owned by the administration) and
17 Jewish-owned wells are operating in Judea-Samaria. The Jewish-owned wells (sunk
since 1967) have in no case caused a reduction of the water supply available to the
Arab population. On the contrary, very often Arab farmers have benefited from the
sinking of the Jewish-owned wells.

The majority of the Jewish-owned wells serving the Jewish villages have been sunk in-
to water-bearing strata which had never been tapped before 1967, and, with the aid of
modern equipment, have been drilled to a depth never before reached by Arab prospec-
tors. In addition, the Israeli administration has sunk new wells for drinking

water for the exclusive benefit of the population of Judea-Samaria. Thus, in no case
has the sinking of a well for the Jewish villages been allowed adversely to affect
the water supply available to the Arab inhabitants. Where any well sunk for the use
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of the Jewish population caused the yield of an existing source of water of Arab vil-
lagers to diminish, the Israeli administration took care to make good the deficiency
from the new source at the same cost as would have been incurred by the Arab users in
producing the quantity in question from their own source.

(b) Springs - The rights of the existing population to the use of water springs
have not been infringed upon since 1967. Only in the case of a few absentee owners were
those rights vested in the Custodian of Abandoned Private Property, who disposed of
them partly to Arab farmers and partly to Jewish settlers. .

During twelve years of Israeli administration the water consumption habits of the popu-
lation of Judea-Samaria have undergone profound changes. This has been a result of the
rise in living standards, the increase of population, and the general development in
agriculture, industry and building. These changes have made it necessary for the Israeli
administration to make readjustments and to take more vigorous action to ensure adequate
water supplies to all. The following table shows the rise in water consumption over

the years 1967 to 1979 (in millions of cubic metres):

Year Domestic Use Domestic Use Domestic Use Agricultural Agricultural

from Springs from Wells from Mekorot Use Use
Companyl from Wells from Springs?
1967/8 2.0 3.4 - 30.0 37.0
1977/8 2.6 9.0 0.4 30.5 37.0
1978/9 2.2 10.3 2.1 30.0 37.0

The table thus reveals a considerable increase in domestic use as against an insigni-
ficant increase in the consumption of water for agriculture. However, despite the
virtually unchanged consumption in agriculture, the cultivated area under irrigation
was expanded by 160% and the yield was increased twelve-fold; income from agriculture
rose from $32.5 million (1967/8) to $73.3 million (1977/8). This was the result of mo-
dern methods of cultivation and economical watering systems introduced from Israel.

1. Supplied to Ramallah and the Hebron hill region.

2. Averages, the actual quantities fluctuating from 30 to 45 million cubic metres per
year according to the rainfall,
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3. Improvements under Israeli Administration

A comparison of the standard of the water supply and services in Judea-5amaria today
with that which prevailed under Jordanian rule reveals that, contrary to the allegations
brought against it, Israel has since 1967 brought about a vast improvement in this
field, visible in the large increase of the quantities of water supplied to the Arab
population and in many other features listed. below:

(a) Water Supplies for Domestic Use - Throughout the period of Jordanian rule,
no basic development was undertaken to ensure a regular water supply for domestic use.
Most of the inhabitants drew water for their homes from nearby springs or from rain-
water cisterns; piped water was available only in some of the larger towns, and its sup-
ply was intermittent or rationed; the quality of the water was low, and nc chlorination
was applied according to standards set for drinking water. In 1967 domestic water
consumption was 5.4 million cubic metres. In twe1ve-years under Israeli administration,
it rose to 14.6 million cubic metres.

(b) Waterworks - Up to 1967 there were two public waterworks in the whole
region of Judea-Samaria, at Abood and at Shibtin, supplying together about 50 cubic
metres per hour, or about a quarter of a million cubic metres per year. Since then,
under the Israeli administration, the two existing waterworks have been enlarged and
the following new regional establishments added: Herodion, Dotan, Beth Iba, A-Zawiyah,
Bitunia, Deir Shaer, Tubas (handed back to the local council), and Bidan 1(transferred
to the Municipality of Nablus).

The following are the new wells provided by the Israeli administration:

Yield
(in cubic metres per hour)
Samu' 60
Herodion 2 400
Herodion 1 80
Deir Shaer 100
Shibtin 4 80
Bitunia 300
A-Zawiyah 100
Beth Iba 250
Dotan 300

Total yield 1,670 cubic metres per hour
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(c) Pools - In 1967 there were 10 small storage pools in Judea-Samaria, in
the villages served by the government waterworks, with a total capacity of about 1,000
cubic metres. Today, ten additional pools have been constructed by the Israeli adminis-
tration, with a total capacity of 9,850 cubic metres - an increase of nearly 900 per-
cent in storage capacity.

The following are the new pools provided by the Israeli administration:

Capacity
(in cubic metres)
Kiryat Arba 1,000
Mamreh 3,750
Bitunia 1,000
Deir Abu Mash'al 500
Bidiya 1,000
Deir Shaer 350
Yata 150
Dotan 1,000
Tubas 1,000
Akaba 100
Total capacity 9,850 cubic metres

(d) Water Mains - In 1967 there was a total of 45 kilometres (28 miles) of
water mains, laid by the Jordanian government. Since then, 200 kilometres (125 miles)
of mains have been added by the Israeli administration, representing an increase of
350 percent.

(e) Linkage to Supply System - Under Jordanian rule, the supply system ex-
tended to twelve villages only - to public distribution points in each, with no exten-
sion. to individual houses. Since 1967, the Israeli administration has laid supply
networks in 43 villages, and running water is thus supplied from the main system to
consumers' homes.

(f) Flow Measurement and Records -

(i) Springs - The Jordanian authorities conducted flow measurement main-
1y of surface water. This included about 35 springs used by individual water-right
owners. MNo chemical testing was practised. Today, the flow of all measurable major
springs is measured and regular chemical tests are made. This control covers about
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120 springs - an 1increase of some 240 percent.

(ii) Wells - In 1967, a total of 320 wells were operated in Judea-Sa-
maria, but no measurement of yield or chemical tests were made. Today, reqgular yield
measurement and testing for chlorine content are the rule for all wells, as well as
measurement of the water level.

(g) Installation of Water Meters - Up to 1967, no water meters were used at

wells, nor was any other control exercised over quantities of water drawn, every well
operator drawing as much water as he pleased. Since 1967, some 290 meters have been
installed at wells to register the quantities of water drawn, and in 1??5 a water quota
was fixed and enforced for each well, in accordance with a Jordanian law for the con-
trol of natural water sources promulgated by the Jordanian parliament in 1966.

(h) Water Balance between Israel and Judea-Samaria - Since 1967, there have
been reciprocal transfers of water between Judea-Samaria and Israel's territory within

the Green Line, according to geographic and economic considerations. The balance of
these water transactions in 1978-1979, for example, was adverse for Israel. Thus,
1,069,000 cubic metres were pumped from Judea-Samaria to Israel (mainly from the Hero-
dion waterworks to Jerusalem), while 2,098,000 cubic metres were pumped from Israel
(within the Green Line) to Judea-Samaria, mainly to Ramallah and the Hebron Rill region.
In 1979-1980, a quantity of 2,734,000 cubic metres was pumped from Israel to Judea-Sa-
maria, as against 546,000 cubic metres pumped from Judea-Samaria to Israel, making an
adverse balance for Israel of 2,188,000 cubic metres.

Future Plans

The water potential of the Land of Israel (that is, the area between the Mediterranean
Sea and the Jordan River) is now almost fully exploited. The continually rising need
for water for domestic, agricultural and industrial uses will, in the future, present
grave problems concerning the continued development of the whole country. Hope for a
substantial change in this situation lies in the projected construction by the Govern-
ment of Jordan of the Makaren Dam, which is to store the waters of the Yarmuk River,
with its flow of approximately 500 million cubic metres per year. The estimated cost
of this project is a billion dollars, and its financing has already been promised by
the World Bank and other international bodies, including the United States government,




i

which has undertaken to provide $150 million. The Government of Israel favours the
construction of the dam at Makaren, provided the division of the water between Jordan
and Israel is agreed on a fifty-fifty basis.

This condition is based on the reasoning not only that Israel is a riparian state of
the Yarmuk River, but also that the Yarmuk is the principal tributary of the Jordan
River, and by the diversion of the Yarmuk waters into the storage dam, the flow of the
Jordan will be correspondingly reduced, to the detriment of the entire west bank of the

river. .

It is clear that only by regional cooperation between the states concerned can satis-
factory solutions be worked out for the water problems not only of Jordan but of Judea-
Samaria as well.

11C/330/August 1980.
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Water In Judaea and Samaria

()

1) The number of waterworks of the Government in 1979 increased from
1to 9 (this doea not include waterworks for Jewish settlements).

2)
half a million cubiec meters (M3) per annum to 9 million M3 per annum.

The supply of water for these waterworks increased from less than

3) In 1966, there were only a few villages which had running water install-
ations (water was mainly supplied by wells and cisterns). In 1979, there are about 50
villages with running water installations.

4)
all the water needed for domestic purposes according to the demand of the increas-

The aim of the water supply policy of the military government is to supply

ing population and Increasing standards of life.

It 18 the intention of the military government to supply an evar-—increulng
numBer of villages with running water facilities.

Within the framework of this policy the execution of the following projects
should be specially mentioned:

) The Herodlan Water Project which 18 pumping water from two wells to 4%

the entire Bethlehem and Hebron area.

b) The pipeline from Motza (near Jerusalem) to Bitunia, which has solved
the problem of water shortages I n the Ramallah arda.

¢) The Beith-Ibbo Project for Nablus and villages to the West of Nablus.

d) The Dotan Project supplying Jenin and its vicinity.

The drilling operations of the Israeli water company, Mekorot have not
been at the expense of Arab farmers, but In some cases Arab farmers have
registered gains in their water supply as the result of such drillings. The 17
Mekorot drillings, for the benefit of Jewish settlements in Judaea-Samaria, were
all made with modern equipment, at a depth never reached before by any of the
local Arab farmers. Five other wells have been sunk by Mekorot for the exclusive
The 300 existing wells, drilled previously by Arab farmers,
are all nearer the surface than the new [sraell wells. Seven more permits have
been {ssued to local Arab farmers by the Israeli authorities tb execute additional
drillings of their own. . ?

use of Arab villagers.







The modern Israell drillings carried out in the vicinity of the village
of Auja and in the Valley of Fasael did not {n any way affect the output of existing
wells. In the one case where Israeli drillings did cause a significant decrease
In the water supply of Arab village of Bardele, this decrease has been more than
compensated for: Arab farmers in the area this year received 3.5 million cu. m.
of wates from the new Israell wells - about half a million cu. m. (or 17%) more
than they were drawing from their own wells before |

It is the duty of the military government to develop the water resources
of Judaea-Samaria by the most modern methods and in the most effective manner
known to it. The substantial increase in the agricultural output of Judaea-Samaria
in the last decade, as shown below, provides clear evidence that the Arab farmers
of the area have significantly benefitted from Israell development activities.

x A marked improvement has taken place in the Arabs’ ngrlnultural‘uumut
in Judaea-Samaria and in their income from agriculture. The following flgures,
released by the Coordinator of Government Operations in Judaea and S8amaria,
Israel Ministry of Defence, on 31 March 1978, speak eloquently on this score:

1967/8 1978/8
Agricultural Output in Thousands of Tons

Field Crops 23.5 34.9
Vegetables and

Potatoes 60.0 147.3
Citrus 30.0 74.1
Olives and other

Fruit 75.9 126.6

Value of Agricultural Ouput in Millions of Israel Pounds

Total 135.0 1,585.1
Income Originally in Agriculture in Millions of Israel Pounds
Total 115.0 1,242, 9

The Defence Minisiry survey also noted that in 1974 the annual per
capita income among the rural population In Judaea-Samaria stood at 668 dollars

- an increase of more than 500 percent over 1964,

»
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THE WATERS OF THE AUJA SPRINGS

Two villages are situated in the Auja basin: Auja Fawka and Auja Takhta. The inha-
bitants earn their livelihood from agriculture, working their own plots of land or those
of several absentee landlords who reside in Shechem and Jerusalem. Most of the water
they consume comes from the Auja Springs and from several shallow wells in the area.
The qua Springs flow from the earth at an elevation of 20 metres above sea level, at
an annual rate of about 10 million cubic metres, which varies radically in direct re-
lation to the amount of rainfall in the region: In a year of plentiful rainfall, the
flow can reach as high as 25 million cubic metres, whereas, in a year of drought, it
can drop as low as 1 million cubic metres. In 1962/63, during the period of Jordanian
rule, the springs produced only 1.1 million cubic metres of water, and they dried up
completely between July and October. I

The wells sunk by the Mekorot Water Company in the area reach a depth of 190 metres be-
Tow sea level, fully 220 metres below the level of the Auja Springs, and there is no
physical connection whatsoever between the two. Therefore, the claim that the Mekorot
wells affect the flow of the spring waters is entirely unfounded.

The reduction on the flow of the Auja Spring waters between July and November of 1979
resulted largely from the severe drought of 1978/79, when annual rainfall levels were
70 - BO% below average. Primarily, however, the flow of spring water was drastically
curtailed by the cumulative effect of the sparse rainfall of the past three years.

In view of this year's severe drought, the Israeli administration installed water taps
throughout the two villages, at its expense, from which unlimited drinking water was
available to the villagers, free of charge. The water was supplied from the Mekorot
wells via pipes which brought it from nearby Kibbutz Yitav.

As stated, a number of shallow wells exist in the area, from which their owners irrigate
their crops - primarily during the summer months, when the flow of water from the springs

i  E———
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October 29, 1979

STATEMENTS BY MR. WATERHOUSE

)

The Jewish settlements in the Gaza Strip "The Katif
Complex" encroach on the water resources of the Arabs.
The Israeli settlers sink wells 50 metres deep beside
the oasis which supports hundreds of Arab families near
the town of Rafah. This has reduced the oasis water
level threatening to destroy Arab vegetable gardens

and orange groves.

To get water, the Arabs have been forced to dig into
the dunes, but this requires a bulldozer which is prohibited
to them,

The water supplies to Arab plantations have been reduced
by the Israeli authorities and Arabs are fined if they
eéxceed their water quota.

Arabs require permission to expand their orange plantations;
no permission has been granted since 1967.

Qﬂ the West Bank:

The 67 Jewish'settlements there encompass 20-25% of the
total area including 70% of the most fertile land in the
Jordan valley.

The Israelis have drilled many deep wells in the area to
support cultivation. These have lowered the ground water
level so far that a number of Palestinian wells in the
north have dried up.

A few Palestinians have been permitted to dig new shallow
wells, but for personal use onily. Permission to develop
irrigation wells is consistently refused. Arab consumption
of water is controlled, like in Gaza, through meters and
severe penalties are imposed on Arabs who violate their
quota.

Some 500,000,000 cubic metres of water are taken annually
from the Gaza and West Bank, half of which is consumed
locally - the rest pumped into Israel.

Israelis installed a pipeline to a well in Auja and assured
local Palestinian farmers it was only for drinking water.
Today three pipelines take water for irrigation for five
Israeli colonies from the well. It is estimated that water
available to Palestinian cultivation has been lowered by
one~third.
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E CARRIES 250 CUBIC METERS OF MATER
WR3Y SETTLENENT LAND, BYPASSIHG THE

HNAL THAT USED TO BUFFLY. THE

FIELDS ©

THERE 15 ONE HAND-TURMED ValVE OH THE PIPE. =Rnd 2ILLacEs
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Water — tough

Qld Arab groves wither
while Israel diverts water

to its new settlements

By Ned Temko
Specin! correspandent af The Christian Boienee Vionjinr
El Acs, Toreelt-oocuplied Wes! Bank
El Aufa, an Arab village amid freen splaghes of [eractl
seitionent, s siowly shriveling under the Jordan valley sun

Itts am ol wilape b a drey year walting for permission 16 |
drill & common well. Tsrael, which capiured the West Bank in ||

967, has said no,

Fur El Auja, with many of its orange and banamn groves
o withering, te ViS<=pansored FPalnstinian sutonomy talks
may be-a maticr of I and desth. 1n g s of surniritry,
conmumlilies, Sad wheking Tro, the begnd intors are trying
o declde wha really auns the eocupind Wesd Bank — who

shoudd oontrol My stide land, s securily, and its waler for at
beasl the noxt five vears 3

=

“ The future of the
=5 fn_.'*j:;:tT e r_l?l"..r

_ wlasd L Lol '-'..E'L
SRy

Water miy be the temghest fssue, I b tever been abune
Aint heve. Bat npw buth the Weat Bank und [srael aruper ore
in the gripsof thele worst drought in tive decides.

Lienelt officials say they want — and meed — ultimote
control of Wesd Hank water, purtly becass much of the sup-
Py within pre-1967 Iirae! pecps down from the West Bank,
The ¢ sy they will uze local water to lrrigate Fonel s West
Eapy, seillements god supply the area’s 700 00 Palextinbans
{rom the remainder. -

Thw problem, a top American offlela] supvested o an Is-
Fuetl Cabinet minister, Is that “the rematoder” moy not be
mrech VA, this ministier replied Slithely, 'you're catehing
o

In tart, otter Tnrucli officials speak of 2 mammoth profect
to divert waler from the Ses of Galllee to tadh Ieaells nnd

\rahs on the West Bank, .

Buf that project, f Enplemented, will thve time. I Arab
vilizpes want to doill telr own frrigation wells In the mican-
Uina, the answer apparently will be n firm =m "

Sace WY, seobr Western diptomats say, Tsresl has
burmed dowmnll such requssts

"I thelr demand s for drinking whter,” Laraell walsr
commissionts Meir/Bea Meir told The Chelstlan Selence
Menltor, "we musl sy ves .. . Wedosay yes

“Butwe pre not golag o mlop irdpating sur orehardy gs
Ly oun plamd new nones,*

Astied 10 comment nn B} Auja — whars exiating grinvies
afe yelbwiiing, then barming tn g desd and wintry gray — he
Baid et wied = drpupht, and Dot it was aftecting EPTV N

ALED Auia, 8 i affocting A rsbe much mere than Termslis

Thiis furring village of 100, jiast nori of Jeciebi, i naw
v iele village of less thin 500 Troditionalle, it has freipred
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its fruit and vegetable piots from & spring flowing through a
rrund-level squeduct.

Some six months ago, the spring ran dry, Near the
spricithead, an [araell 'well and pump complex st gushes
water inlo 8 imegreen plpeline fannlng to o eluster of setife-
meala fearhy.

In kevping with state polley, the Israclis have diverted
part of the water to a drinking cutlet on the edge of £ Auja's
array of mud-brick houses,

A Wesltern magazine photographer, ambilng Into town,
aighti=d awaist-high girl dipplng from the tep,

she smiled, then Srowned. “Why are you taking a picture
of iia™ " she protested In a volee ten Bilie e fue her years, (3o
looke 2l e e then g ook at the lsraell puma, ™

The: pump rumbles, thars, and whinds. One of the pipes
Euatwes wiier dudibly alongside an ageeduct that now holds
anly dust ured debets

Thie Laree Ll wetbiinmiet ol Witay, Just soothwest of K1 Adjo,
puints o splolek of foeen agninst an arid Arab boacksiround,
Just north, sprinklers waler angther larael| saitlement

Arak Brdredeeisls argise that the Isroe!] well = and 3 twin
puemp ol R o peradton wihen This correnpanclent vistited — was

k]

Arab shepherd boys slop al well on recky hills near Belhiehem et s

By Gaetun N, Canve, chis! srotoc s e
. o !
butlt teo eclose to the speing, The laraells counter that
drought, nol their wells, sapped the springhead. . = .

Mabmoud Thrahim Saleh, a farmer whose bonans and or-
angs Leews pré olther doad ar dytng. doen rol Save much gse
Tor the bhekering waler experis,

i S el it A

Y'The water should be curs. It s ours: The Isradlis sinie It, \

and they wen'tevan ghve part ¢f It baek,"” he complainn, Writ-
Ing off this veae's cron, he ki had to pell his sounger brotter
out of university, Anolder brother, whom Mahmoud has been
putting threuith medical schod] in Romanka, now atso Biave to
return, '

Rain, the obvinus extrapgorernmental solution, is pot ex- ‘
pected before Novemiber af e sarliest. 2
Jorda, which nuileil the =t Barnk belore 1957, eepirbedly !
is ready o fund a villnge well. But Bl Auja has all but abane |
daped hope of jietting Iseaeli spproval : |
Im Isras), meescwbibe, Bl Abla Termalng a side lsoes
GQueried on the caze, some ofticinla feacted with disbeiief, ]
Most nakd the real guestinon was not El Auja, bl water in i

Briteral .

“There's prechoas lEthe of it,™ one offictal sald, “and we
st have the firal say over how '1' 1 yned ™
0 " S /
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Water — toughest

Old Arab groves wither
while Israel diverts water

to its new settlements

! Ey Ned Temko
Special correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor
El Auja, Israeli-occuplied West Bank

El Auja, an Arab village amid green splashes of Israet

seftlement, is slowly shriveling under the Jordan valley sun

_Itls an old villzge in a dry year waiting for permission 10
drill a common well. Israel, which captured the West Bank in
1967, has sald no.

For El Auja, with many of its orange and banana Eroves
now withering, the US-sponsored Palestinian autonomy Lalks
may be a matter of life and death. In a maze of summitry,
committees, and working groups, the negotiators are trying
to decide who really owns the occupied West Bank — who
should control its state land, its security, and its water for at
least the next five years. VRGPS

¥ The future of the
WEST BEANK

Water may be the toughest issue. It has never been abun-
dant here. But now both the West Bank and Israel nroper are
in the grips of their worst drought in five decades.

Israell officials say they want — and need — ultimate
control of West Bank water, partly because much of the sup-
ply within pre-1967 Israel seeps down from the West Bank.
They say they will use local water to irrigate Israel's West
Bank seftlements and supply the area’s 700,000 Palestinians
from the remainder. &

The problem, a top American official suggested to an Is-
raeli Cabinet ménister, is that “*the remainder’” may not be
much. “Aha,” the minister replied blithely, **you're catching
on.' =
In fact, other Israeli officials speak of a mammoth project
to divert water from the Sea of Galilee Lo both Israelis and
Arabs on the West Bank. 4

But that project, if implemented, will take time. If Arab
villages want to drill their own irrigation wells in the mean-
time, the answer apparentiy will be a firm “no."

Since 1967, senlor Western diplomats say. Israel has
turned down all such requests. .

"I their demand is for drinking water,” Israeli water
commissioper Meir-Ben Meir told The Christian Science
Monitor, ““we must say ves . . . Wedosav ves,

“But we are not going to stop irrigating our orchards so
they can plant new ones.*

Asked to comment on El Auja — where existing groves
are yellowing, then turning to a dead and wintry gray — he
sald there was a drought, and that it was affecting EVEryone.

At El Auja, it is affecting Arabs much more than Istaelis,

This farming village of 2,000, just north of Jericho, is now
an idle village of less than 5. Traditionallv, it has irrigated

g :
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its fruit and vegetable plots from a spring flowing through a
ground-level aqueduct.

Some six months ago, the spring ran dry. Near the
springhead, an Israeli well and pump complex still gushes
water into a lime-green pipeline fanning to a cluster of settle-
ments nearby.

In keeping with state policy, the Israelis have diverted
part of the water to a drinking outlet on the edge of El Auja’s
array of mud-brick houses.

A ‘Western magazine photographer, ambling into town,
sighted a waist-high girl sipping from the tap,

She smiled, then frowned. ““Why are you taking a picture
ol this” " she protested in a voice too bitter for her years. "' Gao
look at the spring . . . then go ook at the Israeli pump.*’'

The pump rumbles, roars, and whines, One of the pipes
gushes water audibly alongside an agueduct that now holds
only dust and debris.

The Israeli settlement of Yitav, just southwest of El1 Auja,
paints a splotch of green against an arid Arab background.
Just north, sprinklers water another Israell settlement.

Arah hydrologists argue that the [sraell well — and a twin
pump not in operation when this correspondent visited — was

:
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buiit too close to the spring. The Israelis counler that
drought, not their wells, sapped the springhead. 7~ ©

Mahmoud Ibrahim Saleh, a farmer whose banana and or-
ange trees are either dead or dying, does not have much use-
for the bickering water experts.

“The water should be ours. It is ours. The Israelis stole it,
and they won't even give part of it back." he complains. Writ-
ing oif this year’s crop, he has had to pull his younger brother
out of university, An older brother, whom Mahmoud has been
putting through medical schocl in Romania, now also have to
return. .

Rain, the obvious extragovernmental solution, is not ex-
pected before November at the earliest.

Jordan, which ruled the West Bank before 1967, reportedly
is ready to fund a village well. But El Auja has all but aban-
doned hope of getting Israeli approval. }

In Israel, meanwhile, El Auja remains a side [ssue
Queried on the case, some officials feacted with disbelief
Most said the real gpestion-was not El Auja. but water in
general. -

“There's precious little of it."" one official said, “and we
miist have the final say over how it is used."
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SUMMARY

On May 26, 1978, Mr. Ariel Sharon, Minister of Agriculture and Settlements, said in
an interview on Israel Radio that "there exists a cabinet decision that settlements

will not be established on expropriated land but only on state-owned land. And in
Judaea and Samaria there are sufficient state-owned lands for all that Israel has
planned, done or wishes to do." In investigating the reality behind this, and simi-
lar statements, we found the following:

(a)

(b)

Beit Furik village, in the Nablus district, owns large tracts of land near
the Mekorah religious kibbutz on the Alon road. When this settlement was
established, in 1970, the military authorities closed off 15,000 dunums
and constructed an agricultural development on the site. Many villagers
possess land registry (Tapo) documents dating from the Ottoman period
establishing long-standing family ownership of these lands. Although only
part of the 15,000 dunums are currently under cultivation, villagers are
forbidden to till, graze or enter any of the area.

Kfar Haris, in the Tulkarem district. In February, 1978, Israeli army
closed off 500 dunums of villager-owned land on a nearby hill. Tapo
certificates held by villagers authenticate ownership claims. Olive
orchards covering part of the site destroyed by the military when con-
struction of an agricultural settliement began, Military governor,
Tulkarem district, told head of Kfar Haris village council that land was
being confiscated to build army base. Governor denied counter-suggestion
that was in fact for a civilian Jewish settlement, but added that, even
if this happened, "this would be good for Kfar Haris since it would bring
them new roads, water and electricity". Civilian settlement now occupies
substantial part of hill and continues to expand.




(c)

(d)

(e)

Rafidia, in the Bethlehem district. Formerly 70% of labour forced worked

on some 3000 dunums of land to the south of the village. In 1973, all

3000 dunums closed off for construction of Tequ'a settlement. Official re-
ceipts show villagers had reqgularly paid taxes on confiscated land. Israeli
authorities claim that in absence of clear title it is state land. Villagers,
reduced to reliance on a few hundred acres of relatively poor ground, are

now largely employed as day labourers in Bethlehem or Israel.

Beit Ummar, in the Hebron district. In 1968, 500 dunums of village land
expropriated for use as army training course. Villagers received token ren-
tal of % dinar per dunum. In 1976 another 50 dunums confiscated "for army
purposes”. Within months civilian settlement of Migdal 0z established on
this 50 dunum site, and settlers are now engaged in commercial flower-grow-
ing on this "military land". In 1977, a further 450 dunums were taken for
"security reasons". Some 60 dunums of this area were planted with 15-year-
old plum trees (to the number of 900). The owners of these trees asked and
received permission from the Lands Authority in Bethlehem to harvest the
1977 plum crop. In December 1977 settlers, under military protection, cut
down all the trees. Many stumps still remain visible in the fields. Vill-
agers' complaints to the military brought only statements that nothing could
be done as the trees were already destroyed. The land remains barren and
unused, while villagers are forbidden to cultivate anywhere in the 450 dunum
dunums .

Tubbas, in the Northern Jordan Valley. Formerly villagers grew wheat and
grain on land they owned in the hills near the north end of the Jordan
valley. In 1975 2500 dunums belonging to some 40 village families was
closed off by the Army for "security purposes". In March 1976 the para-
military settlement of Nahal Roi was established on a part of this area.
Villagers were given verbal permission to cultivate the remaining land,
but at the end of 1977 continuation of this farming permit was refused.
Despite this several farmers went ahead and planted 300 dunums of wheat.
On February 19, 1978, tractors were brought to the wheat fields by set-
tlers and the grain was ploughed in. Nahal Roi, designed as a sister
settlement to Bequ'ot in the south, is now expanding its own agriculture

to cover the whole expropriated area.




These examples are far from unique. Our researches indicate that at almost every
settlement location land previously under the cultivation of Palestinian villagers

has been transferred to the settlers. With few exceptions, and contrary to the claims
of successive Israeli governments, this land was neither state-owned nor was it unused
or vacant prior to confiscation.

The process of seizure varies. Most commonly the local military governor orders
erection of boundary markers defining the area to be seized or closed off. Villager
leaders are then contacted and told that, for security reasons, it is forbidden to
enter the demarcated area. Although "security reasons" need not be further defined,
villagers are often told the land is needed for military purposes. Notification that
land is to be confiscated (which may be accompanied by temporary permission to enter
the land for seasonal harvesting) is always done verbally. Neither village leaders
nor individual owners receive written confirmation that a particular piece of land
has been taken away. The confiscation process is administered as if the Arab land-
owners have no rights, though their plots may have been legally bought, acquired by
inheritance, paid regular taxes and provided their sole lTivelihood for many years.

The advancement of "security purposes" as a basis for land seizure circumvents any
need for the government to file formal expropriation orders. Under military regu-
lations the authorities may take over any land deemed necessary for army use. Thus
many Jordan Valley settlements began as Nahals. Once the land had been prepared by
an initial group of soldier-settlers, civilians were brought in to take over, at
which point the settlement was made independent of the army and handed over to full
civilian control. In this way title is "laundered" via the temporary presence of
the Israel Defence Force.

Villagers appear to have little or no legal recourse. Direct complaints to the
military authorities achieve little satisfaction. At best they merely confirmed
fears that the land is not intended to be quickly returned. Only in a few cases,
such as that of Nebi Salah, in the Ramallah district, has the extension of a
settlement been put to a serious legal test (it was this settlement, under its




Hebrew name of Newi Tzuf, which was the subject of US complaints during the visit
of Defence Minister Eber (sic) Weizman to Washington in May 1978).

That case, we understand, is still before the courts, and no doubt there will be
much learned discussion of the distinction between Miri and Mulk land, and its ap-
plication within Israel and the various occupied territories. However, our impress-
ion is that such subtleties are largely lost on the villagers affected. They are
simply aware that the land they have been cultivating has been in their families

for generations. In their view its confiscation, by whatever legal mechanism, a-
mounts to theft.

The second class of claim we investigated is that exemplified in the statement of
Mr. Plia Albeck, Deputy Attorney for Civil Matters, who was quoted in Mz'ariv, Jan-
uary 20, 1978, as saying "The settlements do not displace Arabs or compete with

the indigenous population; they exist in harmony with the villages which surround
them". The following cases suggest that this may not always be so.

(1) Majdel Beni Fadel, in the Nablus district. A farmer, 45 years old with
10 children owned in total 60 dunums near the Ma'ale Aphraim settlement,
Before 1968 he earned approximately $4,000 a year from cereals and len-
tils cultivated on this land. 1In 1968 the army closed off 2,500 dunums
of village land, including 60% of this farmer's holding. After the
closure he and other villagers were told that anyone who tried to cul-
tivate within the prohibited area would be fined £ Israeli 5,000 (or
$125). Previously he earned a reasonable 1iving, but this is impossible
on the land remaining and he has been forced to accept a day labouring
job at the settlement.

(2) Rafida, south of Bethlehem. A farmer earned approximately $1000 a year
farming tomatoes and vegetables dry-cultivated on his 165 dunum plot.
When the Tequ'a settlement started in 1973, 150 dunums were confiscated.
The remaining 15 dunums are insufficient for family support and he now




lives mainly on remittances from his sons, who are either labourers or
have left the country.

(3) Kfar Haris in Tulkarem district. A 36 dunum plot was planted with
cereals last winter. In February 12 dunums were taken by the army to
construct an access road to Haris. Loss of seeds, labour and potential
crop value estimated at $200, even leaving aside the value of the land.
No compensation offered.

The effect of such seizures is not only on the individuals and families directly
involved. Loss of land undermines or destroys the economic base of whole villages,
even when the people can find alternative employment. Rafidia, for example, is

no longer a village of farmers but of labourers. If the economic climate changes
and there is no work, they and thousands Tike them will be forced to leave and
seek jobs elsewhere.

Competition for resources is not confined to land. It also involves availabil-
ity and control of irrigation water. Here settlements are often in direct rival-
ry for the West Bank's Timited supplies. This is particularly important in the
Jordan Valley where rainfall approximates 4 inches a year. Extensive Israeli
agricul ture, based on large areas of cultivation, makes heavy new demands, many
of which are met at the expense of the existing Arab owners.

Following hydrological surveys the Israeli National Water Authority, Makerot, has

drilied 17 new wells inside the West Bank sinc.e 1968 to serve the domestic and irrigation
needs of the settlements. In addition, four wells owned by "absentees" amd con-

trolled by the Custodian for Absentee Property are providing water for this pur-

pose, All these supplies are used exclusively by Israeli settlements and are not
available to Palestinian farmers,

Up to now no Palestinian villages or individuals on the West Bank have been al-
lowed to drill new wells since 1967 (though Makerot has recently issued seven
permits for domestic wells). This prohibition, and the confiscation of "absentee"

| i | v b P |




wells, means there is less water available for Palestinian agriculture along the
Jordan than there was 11 years ago.

In addition, the new Israeli wells may at some stage start to affect the flows

from earlier wells and springs. Near the spring which supplies the village of
el-0ja, two wells have been sunk, with a third under construction, to supply the
settlement of Yitav. Close to the Ain Fasayil spring, supplying a Palestinian
farm in the Fasayil valley, two deep wells have been sunk for the Phatza'el settle-
ment, and to feed water into a massive irrigation network on the valley floor,
where 20,000 dunums are irrigated for the benefit of settlements at Yitav, Naran,
Hagdud, Tomer, Phatizel (sic) and Masau. So far no deterioration has been noticed
at the older water-points, but there are fears that this may not last.

Other areas have fared less well. 1In 1968 the Israeli settlement of Mehola was
established in the north Jordan Valley near the villages of Bardalah and Tel el-
Bada. At the time Mzkerof told the settlement authorities that well-drilling
would adversely affect the five existing wells and springs supplying the villages.
Despite this the well was dug. Little effect was noted until 1970, when a de-
cline in output and a Towering of water levels was reported. Tel el-Bada had
previously enjoyed a flow of 80 cubic metres an hour - enough for drinking, 1ive-
stock watering and irrigation. In 1973 the villagers built a small reservoir
with cement canals to carry water more efficiently to their fields. The invest-
ment soon proved pointless. By summer, 1976, the spring output was down to 5
cubic metres an hour, insufficient to operate the new system,

Also in 1973, village leaders at Bardalah complained to the water authorities

that the level of their community well was falling by 1 metre a month during the
summer. By 1975 the water table had fallen below the effective depth reached by
the well dump, and the turbine had to be resunk to a lower level. When the well
first ran dry Makerot offered to connect the village to the settlement's water
system but so far the villagers have preferred to retain their independence. How-
ever, Makerot has recently completed the drilling of a second settlement well.
This will cause the closure of the Bardalah well and in future settlement water
will be sold, on a per capita ration, to the villagers. There will be no share
for those "absentees" who have not been allowed to return - their water will be




diverted to the settlers. As demand grows the villagers foresee heightening
competition and disputes, which under present rules will be settled by the
Military Governor in Jericho. The Palestinian farmers, already hard-pressed

to earn a 1iving in this arid area, realise only too clearly that in the future
they will be wholly dependent on official generosity for their continued existence.




12 September 1978

Mr. Peter Wilsher
Foreign Editor
The Sunday Times

Dear Mr. Wilsher,

Thank you for your letter of 19 August, apprising us of the planned publication, in
your newspaper, of the results of an investigation carried out by your reporter,
Philip Jacobson, on the subject of the Jewish settlements in Judaea and Samaria.

We appreciate the opportunity you have given us to relate to the substance of Mr.
Jacobson's report before the material goes into print. Before we do that, however,
permit us a few preliminary observations:

1. We find your reporter's method of "checking out" the allegations rather strange.
Allegations made by Arabs were checked out - with Arabs. It seems to us that a
proper investigation of such charges as we are dealing with here should have been
made through interviews with the Israeli authorities - the object of the allegations.

2. The statement in your letter, that "the facts suggest that...the expansion and
development of many set!ioments is very much at the expense of neighbouring commun-
ities, particularly in respect of water, transport and power supplies," is not only
not borne out by Mr. Jacobson's findings, as summarized in the material you sent to
us, but flies in the face of the actual situation:




1967/8 1975/76
Agricultural output (in thousands of tons)
Field crops 23.5 34.9
Vegetables and potatoes 60.0 147.3
Citrus 30.0 74 .1
Olives and other fruit 75.9 126.6
Value of agricultural output (in mi11ions of Israel pounds)
Total 135.0 15351
Income Originality in agriculture (in mi1lions of Israel pounds)
Total 115.0 1,242.9

The Defence Ministry survey also notes that in 1974 the annual per capita income
among the rural population in Judaea-Samaria stood at $666 - an increase of more
than 500% over 1966.

Now, as to your reporter's findings:

1. The Nahal (military-agricultural) settlement of Mechora was established on

3 January 1973, on 250 acres (not 3,750 as stated in the findings) of land closed
off in the previous year (not in 1970) for this purpose. Half of the area was
State land, the other half belonged to absentee landowners. No claims have been
filed concerning the legal title of the land. Any such claim, should one be made,

will of course be investigated and duly adjudicated.

2. In Hares the Military Government on 1 January 1978 took possession of 78
acre: \not 125) of rocky, uncultivated state land for the establishment of a
military-agricul tural settlement., No legal claims have been filed. There is no
olive orchard in this area, and there never was.

3. On 3 January 1975 (not in 1973) 200 acres (not 750) were closed off for the
establishment of the military agricultural settlement of Tekoa. Two-thirds of
the area was uncultivated State land; the remainder was cultivated by the nomadic
Bedouin tribe of Rashidiya, and not by Arab villagers. No legal claims have been
filed. On 22 June 1975, about 40 acres - 33 of them uncultivated State land -
the rest cultivated by persons having no title to the land - were closed off for
the construction of an observation post and a water tower for the settlement.




4., The "facts" alluded to in your summary concerning Beit Omer, in the Hebron
district are largely the figment of somebody's imagination. Your reporter writes
of 250 acres of land having been expropriated in three stages, beginning in 1968,
and of a plum orchard having been wilfully destroyed by the Israelis. In actual
fact, the authorities took possession of 100 acres in 1976, for the establishment
of the military-agricultural settlement of Migdal 0Oz. Seventy per cent of the
area was State land, the rest was uncultivated. The story about the destruction
of a plum orchard is a pure fabrication. No legal claims have been filed.

5. On 3 January 1975, an area of 650 acres of private land was closed off for the
establishment of the military-agricultural settlement of Roi. Here, too, the alle-
gation that on a given date, Israeli tractors were brought to the wheat field and
the grain ploughed into the ground are without foundation. This closure was the
subject of an appeal to the Supreme Court sitting as the High Court of Justice
where the matter is now under consideration.

6. Since no land was expropriated at Majdal Beni Fadel, in the Nablus district,
the story of the 45-year-old farmer and his ten children must also be relegated to
the domain of fiction. Incidentally, all the land at Ma'aleh Ephraim, where this
farmer's property is alleged to be located, is uncultivated rocky soil.

The overwhelming majority of settlements have been set up on State or public land.
In the few instances where private lTand was involved, it was acquired for security
purposes, against compensation, in accordance with Jordanian as well as interna-
tional law., Any landowner who feels aggrieved or feels that the compensation was
not sufficient has right of access to the Supreme Court sitting as the High Court
of Justice. This court can and does issue writs against the Government or the
Military authorities whenever it feels that any person, including residents of

the territories, has a legitimate grievance. In a number of instances, the court
has found against the authorities. Israel's courts as is well known, have fol-
lowed the British tradition, in that they, like Britain's courts, are independent
and strictly impartial in their approach.

It will be noted, in sum, that all of the cases mentioned in your report, and re-
lated to above, involve military settlements, established in various areas in
Judaea and Samaria in order to ensure Israel's security. With respect to all
Jewish settlements established in these areas, whether they are military or




civilian in character, the security factor is the overriding consideration.
Certainly, insofar as military bases and settlements are concerned, Israel has

the right, under international law, to requisition land - whether publicly or pri-
vately owned - for security purposes.

Since, in your letter, you define the subject of your report as "the Israeli settle-
ments in Judaea and Samaria" and, by implication at least, criticize the civilian
settlements among them because they are civilian, rather than military, a few addi-
tional comments appear to be in order on this more general aspect of the subject:

1. Judaea-5amaria 15 an area with which the Jewish people has unquestionable his-
torical links and to which - as part of the former British Mandate over Palestine -
[srael has at least as much sovereign claim as the state neighbouring on this area
to the east - namely, Jordan. Incidentally, none of the Arab states ever recog-
nized Jordan's annexation of Judaea-Samaria in 1950: Nevertheless, Israel has con-
sistently refrained from annexing this area - in the hope and anticipation of a
freely negotiated agreement on the matter with the neighbouring Arab states,

2. Israel maintains that it has the right to acquire land and have its people

Iive in this area, provided it does not expropriate private land for this purpose
or infringe upon the rights of other people. The habitual Arab reference to the
area as "Arab land" does not make it exclusively Arab. Thriving Jewish communities
have existed in Judaea-Samaria not only in historical times but also in the more
recent past. These communities (Kfar Etzion, Be'erot Yitzhak, the Jewish community
in Hebron, Neveh Yaakov, Atarot are just a few examples) were destroyed either be-
fore 1948 or during the Arab invasion of 1948, when King Abdullah occupied this
territory by force and decided to make 1t Judenrein ("clear of Jews").

3. Should the Arab nations show a willingness, now, to reach a genuine peace
agreement with Israel, there is no reason why Jews and Arabs should not be able to
live together in one region. Just as the Israeli Arabs (half a million live in
Israel today) are a bridge to understanding between Arab and Jew, so can Jews in

an Arab-populated area (and their number in Judaea-Samaria constitutes less than

one per cent of the population) play a similar role. The notion that Judaea-Samaria
should be the one place in the world today where Jews would be barred from 1iving

is utterly inconceivable - and is certainly unacceptable to Israel.




4. In any event, the settlements, as such, do not create political facts. Israel
has repeatedly made it clear that, while it cannot and will not return to the fra-
gile and indefensible pre-1967 armmistice lines, the location of the future borders
between Israel and the neighbouring Arab states will be determined by negotiated
agreements, rather than by the Jewish settlements beyond the old armistice lines.

5. Jewish settlement in Judaea-Samaria is not in violation of Article 49 of the
Geneva Convention, prohibiting "individual or mass forcible transfers" from occupied
territory to the territory of the occupying power, or vice versa, since Jewish set-
tlement has involved voluntary rather than forcible activity, and since it has in-
volved no displacement of the local population. Note the following passage from
Oppenheim-Lauterpacht's International Law (Vol. II, 7th ed. p. 452):

"The Occupying Power must not deport or transfer parte of its oum eivilian popula-
tion into the territory cccupied by it - a prohibition intended to cover casee of
the ocoupant bringing in ite nationals for the purpose of displacing the population

of the occupied territory,”

Israel's settlement policy is an extension of the "Open Bridges" policy. During
the 1920's and 30's, there was substantial economic growth in the area as a result
of Arab-Jewish cooperation. The Jews introduced modern methods of agriculture and
marketing which made Palestine the envy of the entire Middle East. The Arabs bene-
fitted from this prosperity no less than the Jews. In fact, thousands of Arabs
from the neighbouring countries came to settle in Palestine during those years,
drawn by higher wages, better Tiving conditions and greater economic opportunity.
Current Arab-Jewish economic cooperation has again led to substantial gains for
both sides and a general reduction of tension in the area. Clearly, the creation
and maintenance of economic and social ties between Arab and Jew is no less im-
portant to the breaking down of the walls of hostility than it is to continued
prosperity. We believe that the agreement concerning Judaea, Samaria and the

Gaza Strip should be based on our 1iving together with the Palestinian Arabs in
those areas, and not on partition of the territory.

In discussing so complex an issue as Jewish settlement in Judaea-Samaria, it is
helpful to be aware of the facts. It is our sincere hope that the above exposi-
tion of the facts and of Israel's position on the subject, in general, will prove




helpful in presenting to your public the full story of Jewish settlement in
Judaea and Samaria.

Sincerely,

Yehuda Millo
Counsellor (Press)
Embassy of Israel, London




Fower

In the matter of electric power, our experience has been that Israel's repeated
offers to have local Arab communities 1ink up with the national grid have been
turned down by the Arab local authorities concerned. The well-known case of the
Nablus Municipality's persistent refusal to have that city Tink up with Israel's
national electricity network is only one case in point.

General

Actually, what speaks most powerfully and convincingly against the above-cited
charge and similar charges, in your summary, concerning the alleged impoverishment
of the local Arab populace is the marked improvement that has taken place in the
Arabs' agricultural output in Judaea-Samaria and in their income from agricul ture.
The following figures, released by the Coordinator of Government Operations in
Judaea-Samaria, Israel Ministry of Defence, on 31 March 1978, speak eloquently on
this score:
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ONE OF THE FORENODOST DBJECTIVES OF ISERELI PALNMERS IS TO
EXPLOIT THE WATER RESCURCES OF THE MEST BANK AMOUNTIKG TO
EIGHT HUNDERED AND MINETY FIVE WILLICON (855,000,000 CUBIC
WETERS .

CONSIDERING THAT THE CONSUNPTION OF MATER IN THE MEST BANK
DID NOT EXCEED ONE HUNDRED AND TMEMNTY MILLIDN
(120,000,000) CUBIC METERS IN THE YERR 1377, BECAUSE OF
ISRAELT CONTROL OF PALESTINIAN MWELLS BY INSTALLINE METERS
ON EXISTING WELLS, DESTRUCTION OF OTHERS. AND THE REFUSAL
TO GIVE ANY PERMNITS FOR ADDITIONAL DRILLING., EXCEPT FOR
THE ISRAELI COLONIZERS. IN ADDITION TO THE STAGHNATION IF
NOT DEPLEYION DF THE EXISTING POPULATION, IT MILL BE SEEN
THAT THERE EREMAINS IN THE WEST BANK A SUBSTANTIAL SURFLUS
OF UNUTILIZED WATER. AMOUNTINC TO 630 TO 750 MILLION CUBIC
HETERS OF WATER FIT FOR IRRIGATION, HOUSING CONSUMNPTION.
AS HELL AS INDUSTRIAL USES.

THE WATER RESOURCES FROM VARIDUS SOURCES IN THE 1948
ISRAELI-HELD TERRITORIES MERE ESTIMATED IN 1977 AT ONE
BILLION SIX HUWDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND CUBIC RETERS.,
ACCORDING TO THE FICURES PRESENTED BY THE ISRAELIS TO THE
DESERTIFICATION CONFERENCE., HELD IH NARIROEI. KEWYA 1IN
SEPTENBER 1577, THIRTY SIX PERCENT DR THE EGUIVALENT OF
SIX HUNDRED AND TEMN MILLION CUBIC METERS ARE PRDCURED FRONM
LAKE TIBERIOUS AND THE FOUNTAINHEAD OF THE YARKUN RIVER IN
PALESTINE, EOTH OF MHICH DERIVE MATER FROM THE MATERSHED
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OF SYRIA., THE RIVER JORDAMN AND ITS TRIBUTARIES

THE CONFLUENCE RUNS IN TWO LIMES ACROSS THE CENTER OF THE
COUNTRY TO THE SCUTH AND THENCE TO THE MEGEB AT A CAPACITY
OF THO HUHDRED AND WINETY MILLIGH CUBIC METERS PER ANNKUNM.
THE REMAINING 64 PERCENTS 1S DERIVED FROM MWATER MWELLS
BORED IN THE MOUNTAIMNEOUS REGCIONS., THE COASTAL AREA AND
OTHER ACCUMULATIONS.

HITH THE HARY-FOLD INCREASE IN THE ISRARELI POPULATIGN. IN
CONSEQUENCE OF VAST IMMIGRATION AND EXPANRSION OF
AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY. PALESTINE., TURMNED ISKAELS
CONSUNPTION OF WATER FOR AGRICULTURE., INDUSTRY AND
DOMESTIC USES HAS INCREASED FRON FOUR HUNDRED AMND TKENTY
SIXZ MILLION CUBIC WETERS IN 1948 TO OWE BILLION AWD SIX
HUNDRED WMILLION CUBIC METERS IN 1527.

CONSERUENTLY, ISKAREL HAS SINCE THE EARLY SEVENTIES BEEW
CONSUMING ALL THE AVAILABLE WATER RESOURCES. THIS YEAR
WATER CONSUMPTION MILL APPROXINATE ONE BILLION EIGHT
HUNDRED AND TMENTY MILLION CUBIC METERS. IN 18865,
COHNSUMPTION 1S EXPECTED TO REACH THO BILLIODN TO THO
BILLION AHND OME HUNDRED MILLIONW CUBIC METERS. MWITH AN
EXPECTED DEFICIT OF 415 70 S10 MILLION CUBIC METERS,
ASSUMING THAT ACRICULTURAL CON- SUMPTION RENAINS CONSTANT.
THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES HAVE LONG DECIDED TO TAKE THE
NATER RESOURCES OF THE MEST BANK. ALONG MKITH THE LAND AMND
THE PEOFLE. IN A MASSIVE HIGHJACKING, AND TD SUCK THE
BLOOD AMD NATER OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, IN ORDER TO
SATISFY THEIR OWN AVARICE AND EXPANSION.
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Mr. Cooley's article entitled “Water a knotty
issue™ accuses Israel of “using water from the

. West Bank to cover some of Israel's own
growing waler needs.” According to the same
article, "' Deep drilling already had begun in Sa-
maria . . . and was supplying one-third of Is-
rael's own requirements.”

Since the reality is quite different, I am tak-
ing the liberty of submitting some facts which
may be of interest Lo your readers:

® Judea and Samaria (the West Bank) does
not supply Israel with any water but is an im-
porter of walter from within the pre-1967 green
line (2.5 million cubic meters this year),

® The waler consumption by the Arab popu-
lation of the West Bank has radically changed
since 1967, but in the opposite direction of Mr.
Cooley's contentions: 9 Arab villages, depend-
ing on rain water prior to 1967, have been at-
lached to the water grid or have had wells
drilled by and at the expense of the Istaeli Mil-
itary Administration.

® Agricultural production has increased
threefold in 10 years (in constant figures) at a
rate of about 16 percent yearly. The irrigated
area on the West Bank has also increased by
same 60 percent (the difference due to mecha-
nization, - and better use of available water
through Israeli methods). Thus, for example,
the number of tractors in Judea, Samaria and
the Gaza Strip has increased in nine- years
from 130 to 1,709,

* Arab towns (for example, Bethlehem, Ra-
mallah, Beit Jailah) are now using each year
approximately 12.5 million cubic meters of wa-
ter (6.7 milion cubic meters in 1967) which in-
cludes water pumped from Israel. This, too,
had been made possible through wells and
pipes built by and at the expense of the mili-
tary administration.

Tnus, Mr. Cooley's article is another ex-
ample of a writer's biases affecting his repurl
ing. T do not think that even Mr. Cooley.be-
lieved, when writing this article, that the water
production of the West Bank (about 80 million
cubic meters annually) could at any time solve
Israel's water problem (present consumption

approximately 1,700 cubic meters, annually). .
Michael Bav
™Il L Ay

W

*Consul General

BEoston ol Israel
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[Mr Cooley respends: The assertion about
Istael's covering part of its own water needs
from the West Bank comes not from me, but
from Israeli journalist Amir Shapira of the Is-
raeli newspaper Al Hamishmar whom |
quoted. Supporting Mr. Shapira is Mrs. Bar-
bara Smith of The Economist of London. In an
apparently thoroughly-researched article re-
printed in the latest Journal of Palestine
Stodies, she wrote, after a visit to the West
Bank and Israel:

“The West Bank depends largely on its un-
derground water supplies. Israel, since it occu-
pied the territory in 1967, has dug some 20 wa-
ter wells and created a waler nelwork that is
admired as one of the most advanced and in-
tensive in the world. Indeed, one of the reasons
given by those Israelis who argue that the
West Bank should remain permanently part of
Israel is that one-third of Israel's water supply
comes_ [rom the West Bank's underground re-
serves,”’

Paul Quiring of the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee in Jerusalem, in testimony given Sept.
12, 1977, to the international organizations sub-
committée of the U.5. House Committee on In-
ternational Relations, documented in detail
how three West Bank Arab villages, Bardala,
Tal Al-Badida, and Kardala (also mentioned by

/
¢

Mrs. Smith who describes help given Bardala |
in its waler problems by the British organiza- |

tion, Oxfam), suffered a decline in the output
of their springs and a lowering of the water
level in their wells because of water drilling
for nearby Israeli settlements,

During my last visit to the Nablus and Ra- |

mallah areas, 1 was assured by responsible lo-
cal inhabitants that the same thing was hap-
pening there. Villages consenting to be con-
nected to lsrael's excellent and efficient water

network have, of course, no problem, The rea--

sons why some object are political rather than
hydrological.
Mr. Bavly does not comment on the central

e ! f?ﬂ.

point made by Mr. Shapira, quoted tn my
ticle, about Jordan's projected Magarin d
and Israel's reported interest in sharing w
denvl}d from it.]
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4. In any event, the settlements, as such, do not create political facts, Israel
has repeatedly made it clear that, while it cannot and will not return to the fra-
gile and indefensible pre-1967 armistice lines, the location of the future borders
between Israel and the neighbouring Arab states will be determined by negotiated
agreements, rather than by the Jewish settlements beyond the old armistice lines.

5. Jewish settlement in Judaea-Samaria is not in violation of Article 49 of the
Geneva Convention, prohibiting "individual or mass forcible transfers" from occupied
territory to the territory of the occupying power, or vice versa, since Jewish set-
tlement has involved voluntary rather than forcible activity, and since it has in-
volved no displacement of the local population., Note the following passage from
Oppenheim-Lauterpacht's Imternational Law (Vol. II, 7th ed. p. 452):

"The Occupying Fower must not deport or transfer parte of its own etvilian popula-
tion into the territory occupied by it - a prohibition intended to cover cases of
the occupant bringing in its nationals for the purpose of displacing the population

of the occupied territory."

Israel's settlement policy is an extension of the "Open Bridges" policy. During
the 1920's and 30's, there was substantial economic growth in the area as a result
of Arab-Jewish cooperation. The Jews introduced modern methods of agriculture and
marketing which made Palestine the envy of the entire Middle East. The Arabs bene-
fitted from this prosperity no less than the Jews. In fact, thousands of Arabs
from the neighbouring countries came to settle in Palestine during those years,
drawn by higher wages, better living conditions and greater economic nppﬁrtunity.
Current Arab-Jewish economic cooperation has again led to substantial gains for
both sides and a general reduction of tension in the area. Clearly, the creation
and maintenance of economic and social ties between Arab and Jew is no less im-
portant to the breaking down of the walls of hostility than it is to continued
prosperity. We believe that the agreement concerning Judaea, Samaria and the

Gaza Strip should be based on our living together with the Palestinian Arabs in
those areas, and not on partition of the territory.

In discussing so complex an issue as Jewish settlement in Judaea-Samaria, it is
helpful to be aware of the facts. It is our sincere hope that the above exposi-
tion of the facts and of Israel's position on the subject, in general, will prove
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BOTH IN THE HMATTER OF MWATER TURNED DONN BY THE

o**noal

ARAB LOCAL AUTHORITIES COMCERMED

12098 BOPEA HI11™ 213 DEPA D1p#d

.RETAN

HOT OHLY HAVE THE DRILLING OPERATICHS OF THE ISRAELI HATER
COMPANY. MEKOROT. NOT BEEH AT THE EXFENSE OF ARAB
FARMERS,.BUT IN SOME CASES ARAE FARMERS HAVE REGISTERED
GCAINS IN THEIR WATER SUPPLY AS THE RESULT OF SUCH
DRILLINGS. THE 17 MEKOROT DRILLINGS FOR THE BENEF.T OF
JEWISH SETTLEMENTS IN JUDEA EAMARIA.MERE ALL MADE MWITH
MODERN EQUIPMENT.AT A DEFTH HEVER REACHED BEFORE BY ANY OF

THE LOCAL ARAB FARMERS.FIVE OTHER WELLS HARVE BEEN SUHK BY
MEKOROT FOR THE«EXCLUSIVE USE OF ARAB VILLAGERS.THE 300
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1) The number of waterworks of the Government In 1979 increased from
_1to 9 (this does not include waterworks for Jewish settlements).

3 . The supply of water for these waterworks increased from less than
half a million cuble ‘meters (M3) pnr. annum to ® million M3 per annum,

3) In 1966, lhm:! were only a few villages which had running water install-
atlona (water was m:lnhr supplied hy weolls a.nd gisterns). In 1879, there are about 50
villages with running water installations.

4) The aim of the water supply policy of the military government is to supply.
all the water needed for domestic purposes according to the demand nf_tha i.utnfel. ¢
ing population and Increasing standards of life.

it is the Intention of the military government to supply an ever-increasing
number of villages with rusning wataer facilities.

Within the framework of this policy the execution of the following projects
should be specially mentioned:

a) . The Herodian Water Project which is pumping water from two wells to
the entire Bethisbem and Hebron area.’

b) The pipeline from Motza (near Jerusalem) to Bitunia, which has solved
the problem of water shortages in the Ramallah ayrda.

¢) The Beith-ibbo Project for Nablus and villages to the West of Nablus,
d) The Dotan Projest supplying Jenin and its vieinity.

The drilling operations of the Israell water company, Mekorot have not
been at the expense of Arab farmers, but in some cases Arab farmers have
registered gains in their water supply as the result of such drillings. The 17
IMak?rnt drillings, for the bensefit of Jewish ut_tlamants In Judaea-Samaria, weére
all made with modern equipment, at a depth never reached before by any of the
loecal Arab farmers. Flve other wells have been sunk by Mekorot for the exglusive
use of Arab villagers. The 300 existing wells, drilled previously by Arab farmers,
are all nearer the surface than the new Israeli wells. Seven more permits have
been issusd to local Arab farmers by the Israelf authorities to execute additional
drillings of their own.







-2—

Theé modérn Israeli drillings carried out in the vicinity of the village
of Auja and in the Valley of Fasael did not in any way affect the output of existing
. 'wul.ﬂ In the one case where Israell drillings did cause a significant decrease
in the water supply of Arab village of Bardele, this decrease has been more than
compensated for; Arab farmers m this year received 3.5 milllon cu. m.
of watem from the new [sraeli wells - about I:llf'a' million cu. m. {or 17%) more
‘than they were drawing from their own wells before |

It is the duty of the military government to develop the water resources
of Judaea-Samaria by the most modern methods and in the most effective manner
known to it. The substantial Increase in the agricultural output of Judsea-Samaria
in the last decade, as shown below, provides clear evidance that the Arab farm
of the area have aignlﬂcanﬂy.banaﬂttad from Israsli development activities.

A marked improvement has taken place in the Arabs' agricultural output
in Judaea-Samaria and in their income from agriculture. The following flgures,
released by the Coordinator of Government Operations in Judaea and Samaria,
Israel Ministry of Defence, on 81 March 1978, speak eloguently on this score:

1967/8 1978/8
Agricultural Output in Thousands of Tons

Field Crops 23.5 34.9

Vegetables and

Potatoes 80,0 ' 147.3

Citrus 30.0 74. 1 .‘
Olives and other

Fruit 15.9 : 126.6

Value of Agricultural Ouput in Millions of [srael Pounds

Total 135.0 1,586.1
Income QOriginally in Agriculture in Millions of lsrael Pounds
Total 115.0 1,242.9

: The Defence Ministry survey also noted that in 1974 the annual per
capita income among the rural population in Judaea-Samaria stood at 666 dollars

- an increase of meore than 500 percent over 1966.
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HO CLAIMNS HAVE BEEMN FILED CONCERNING THE LEGAL TITLE OF
THE LAND. ANY SUCH CLAIM SHOULD OWNE BE MADE., MWILL OF
COURSE BE INVESTICATED AND DULY ADJUDICATED.
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IN HARES THE MILITARY CODVERMWMEMT ON 1 JANUARY 1978 TOOK
POSSESSION OF 2?68 ACRES (NOT 125) OF ROCKY, UNCULTIVATED
STATE LAND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NILITARY

AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENT.
NOD LEGAL CLAIMS HAVE BEEN FILED. THERE 18 MD OLIVE ORCHARD
IN THIS AREA, AND THERE NEVER HAS
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4. THE ''FACTS'' ALLUDED TOD IN YOUR SUNKARY COMCERNIRWG
BEIT OMER. IN THE HEBRON DISTRICT ARE LARGELY THE FIGRMENWT
OF SOMEBODY'S IMAGINATION.
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INACTUAL FACT OF ThHE AUTHORITIES TODK POSSESSION OF 100
ACRES IN 1976, FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MWILITARY -
AGRICULTURE SETTLEMENT OF MIGDAL 0OZ.
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THIS CLOSURE IS THE SUBJECT OF AN APPEAL TOD THE SUPREME
COURT SITTING AS THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE WHERE THE
MATTER IS HOW UNDER COMNSIDERATION.
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INCIDEHTALLY . ALL THE LAMD AT HA'ALEH EPHRAIM, MWHERE THIS
FARMER'S PROPERTY 15 ALLECED TO BE LOCATED IS UNCULTIVATED
ROCKY SOIL.
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THE DVERMHELMING MAJORITY OF SETTLEMENTS
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ISRAEL 'S COURTS RS IS WELL KWNDRN., HAVE FOLLOWNED THE
BRITISH TRADPITION, IN THAT THEY . LIKE BRITAIN'S COURTS.
ARE IHDEPEHDEHT AHD STRICTLY INFARTIAL IN THEIR AFPROACH.
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12 September 1978

Mr. Peter Wilsher S
Foreign Editor 5 N /-Jf
The Sunday Times

Dear Mr. Wilsher,

Thank you for your letter of 19 August, apprising us of the planned publication, in
your newspaper, of the results of an investigation carried out by your reporter,
Philip Jacobson, on the subject of the Jewish settlements in Judaea and Samaria.

We appreciate the opportunity you have given us to relate to the substance of Mr,
Jacobson's report before the material goes into print. Before we do that, however,
permit us a few preliminary observations:

1. We find your reporter's method of "checking out" the allegations rather strange.
Allegations made by Arabs were checked out - with Arabs. It seems to us that a
proper investigation of such charges as we are dealing with here should have been
made through interviews with the Israeli authorities - the object of the allegations.

2. The statement in your letter, that "the facts suggest that...the expansion and
development of many settiements is very much at the expense of neighbouring commun-
ities, particularly in respect of water, transport and power supplies," is not only
not borne out by Mr. Jacobson's findings, as summarized in the material you sent to
us, but flies in the face of the actual situation:

J Water

Not only have the drilling operations of the Israeli water company, Mekordt, not
been at the expense of Arab farmers, but in some cases Arab farmers have regi--
stered gains in their water supply as the result of such drillings, The-17
Mekorot drillings, fur the benefjitof Jewish settlements in Judaea=-Samaria, were
alV made-with-modern/equipment, /at a depth never reached before- by any of the
local -Arab farmers, —Five-other-wells have been sunk by/Mekorot for the -exclusive
use of Arab villagers. The 300 existing wells, drilled previousty-by-Arab farm-
ers, are af] fanlﬁe&ref“fhe surface-than the new Isyaeli wells. Moreover, seven
permits-have been issued to local Arab farmers-by the Israalj'authorities to ex-
ecute additional drillivigs of their own. The four wells belenging to -absentee




1anduyhars,-mentioned_in your-summary; had-goneout of use and were—in a state of
tota} neglect. There was no reasorn’ 1n the world to perpetuate this state‘of ne~.
glect and disuse,-involving so scarce and precious-a resource-as-water.

The modern Israeli drillings carried out in the vicinity of the village of Auja

and in the Valley of Fasael did not in any way affect the output of existing wells.
In the one case where Israeli drillings did cause a significant decrease in the wa-
ter supply of Arab villagers (in the village Bardele), this decrease has been more

than compensated for: Arab farmers in the area this year received 3.5 million cu.

m. of water from the new Israeli wells - about half a million cu.m.. (or 17%) more

than they were drawing from their own wells before! .

As we see the matter, it is the right as well as the duty of the government, to
develop an area's water resources (in this instance, those of Judaea-Samaria) by
the most modern methods and in the most effective manner known to it. The sub-
stantial increase in the agricultural output of Judaea-Samaria’fn- the last.
decade, as shown below, provides clear evidence that the Arab farmers of the area
have actually benefitted from Israeli development activities.

Power

In the matter of electric power, our experience has been that Israel's repeated
offers to have local Arab communities link up with the national grid have been
turned down by the Arab local authorities concerned. The well-known case of the
Nablus Municipality's persistent refusal to have that city Tink up with Israel's
national electricity network is only one case in point. \

General

Actually, what speaks most powerfully and convincingly against the above-cited
charge and similar charges, in your summary, concerning the alleged impoverishment
of the local Arab populace is the marked improvement that has taken place in the
Arabs' agricultural output in Judaea-Samaria and in their income from agriculture.
The following figures, released by the Coordinator of Government Operations in
Judaea-Samaria, Israel Ministry of Defence, on 31 March 1978, speak eloquently on
this score:




1967/8 1975/76
Agricultural output (in thousands of tons)
Field crops . 23.5 34.9
Vegetables and potatoes 60.0 147.3
Citrus 30.0 74.1
Olives and other fruit 75.9 126.6
Value of agricultural output (in mi11ions of Israel pounds)
Total 135.0 1,535.1
Income Originality in agricul ture (in millions of Israel pounds)
Total 115.0 1,242.9

The Defence Ministry survey also notes that in 1974 the annual per capita income
among the rural population in Judaea-Samaria stood at $666 - an increase of more
than 500% over 1966

Now, as to your reporter's findings:

1. The Nahal (military-agricultural) settlement of Mechora was established on

3 January 1973, on 250 acres (not 3,750 as stated in the findings) of land closed
off in the previous year (not in 1970) for this purpose. Half of the area was
State land, the other half belonged to absentee landowners. No claims have been
filed concerning the legal title of the land. Any such claim, should one be made,
will of course be investigated and duly adjudicated.

2. In Hares fhe Military Government on 1 January 1978 took possession pf 78
acres (not 125) of rocky, uncultivated state land for the establishment of a
military-agricul tural settlement. No legal claims have been filed. There 1s no
olive orchard in this area, and there never was.

3. On 3 January 1975 (not in 1973) 200 acres (not 750) were closed off for the
establishment of the military agricultural settlement of Tekoa. Two-thirds of -
the area was uncultivated State land; the remainder was cultivated by the nomadic
Bedouin tribe of Rashidiya, and not by Arab villagers. No legal claims have been
filed. On 22 June 1975, about 40 acres - 33 of them uncultivated State land -
the rest cultivated by persons having no title to the land - were closed off for
the construction of an observation post and a water tower for the settlement.




4. The "facts" alluded to in your summary concerning Beit Omer, in the Hebron
district are largely the figment of somebody's imagination. Your reporter writes
of 250 acres of land having been expropriated in three stages, beginning in 1968,
and of a plum orchard having been wilfully destroyed by the Israelis. In actual
fact, the authorities took possession of 100 acres in 1976, for the establishment
of the military-agricultural settlement of Migdal 0z, Seventy per cent of the
area was State land, the rest was uncultivated, The story about the destruction
of a plum orchard is a pure fabrication, MNo legal claims have been filed.

5. On 3 January 1975, an area of 650 acres of private land was closed off for the
establishment of the military-agricultural settlement of Roi. Here, too, the alle-
gation that on a given date, Israeli tractors were brought to the wheat field and
the grain ploughed into the ground are without foundation. This closure was the
subject of an appeal to the Supreme Court sitting as the High Court of Justice
where the matter is now under consideration.

6. Since no land was expropriated at Majdal Beni Fadel, in the Nablus district,
the story of the 45-year-old farmer and his ten children must, also be relegated to
the domain of fiction., Incidentally, all the land at Ma'alel Ephraim, where this
farmer's property is alleged to be located, is uncultivated rocky soil,

The overwhelming majority of settlements have been set up on State or public land.
In the few instances where private land was involved, it was acquired for security
purposes, against compensation, in accordance with Jordanian as well as interna-
tional Taw. Any landowner who feels aggrieved or feels that the compensation was
not sufficient has right of access to the Supreme Court sitting as the High Court
of Justice. This court can and does issue writs against the Government or the
Military authorities whenever it feels that any person, including residents of
the territories, has a legitimate grievance, In a number of instances, the court
has found against the authorities. Israel's courts as is well known, have fol-
lowed the British tradition, in that they, 1ike Britain's courts, are independent
and strictly impartial in their approach.

It will be noted, in sum, that all of the cases mentioned in your report, and re-
lated to above, involve military settlements, established in various areas in
Judaea and Samaria in order to ensure Israel's security. With respect to all
Jewish settlements established in these areas, whether they are military or




civilian in character, the security factor is the overriding consideration.
Certainly, insofar as military bases and settlements are concerned, Israel has

the right, under international law, to requisition land - whether publicly or pri-
vately owned - for security purposes.

Since, in your letter, you define the subject of your report as "the Israeli settle-
ments in Judaea and Samaria" and, by implication at least, criticize the civilian
settlements among them because they are civilian, rather than military, a few addi-
tional comments appear to be in order on this more general aspect of the subject:

1. Judaea-Samaria is an area with which the Jewish people has unquestionable his-
torical links and to which - as part of the former British Mandate over Palestine -
Israel has at least as much sovereign claim as the state neighbouring on this area
to the east - namely, Jordan. Incidentally, none of the Arab states ever recog-
nized Jordan's annexation of Judaea-Samaria in 1950! Nevertheless, Israel has con-
sistently refrained from annexing this area - in the hope and anticipation of a
freely negotiated agreement on the matter with the neighbouring Arab states.

2. Israel maintains that it has the right to acquire land and have its people

live in this area, provided it does not expropriate private land for this purpose
or infringe upon the rights of other people. The habitual Arab reference to the
area as "Arab land" does not make it exclusively Arab. Thriving Jewish communities
have existed in Judaea-Samaria not only in historical times but also in the more
recent past. These communities (Kfar Etzion, Be'erot Yitzhak, the Jewish community
in Hebron, Neveh Yaakov, Atarot are just a few examples) were destruye1 either be-
fore 1948 or during the Arab invasion of 1948, when King Abdullah occupied this
territory by force and decided to make it Judenrein ("clear of Jews").

3. Should the Arab nations show a willingness, now, to reach a genuine peace
agreement with Israel, there is no reason why Jews and Arabs should not be able to
live together in one region, Just as the Israeli Arabs (half a million live in
Israel today) are a bridge to understanding between Arab and Jew, so can Jews in

an Arab-populated area (and their number in Judaea-Samaria constitutes less than

one per cent of the population) play a similar role. The notion that Judaea-Samaria
should be the one place in the world today where Jews would be barred from 1iving

is utterly inconceivable - and is certainly unacceptable to Israel.




helpful in presenting to your public the full story of Jewish settlement in
Judaea and Samaria.

Sincerely,

Yehuda Millo
Counsellor (Press)
Embassy of Israel, London
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Israel or in %;y deyeloped
-
e 1967. gntil then, ere
-
e construction of whi.u

was no infrastructure for a signi

AL P T T .

Until 1967, the citg\si\ﬁehrcn received water from threé wells sunk by the Jordanian author-

ities in the Fawar area,xﬁqpth of Hebron; the wells were only several metres apart, and their

joint supply amounted to 80 éq\?. per hour.

The towns of Bethlehem, Beit Jala agd Beit Sahur received water from a well sunk by the Jor-

danian authorities, 14 km. scutheast'ci Beit Sahur, which supplied 60 cu.m., per hour.

/

“The towns of Ramallah and al-Bira ;e:;eixred"'wa‘i;er from the Ein Samia works; the average supply
i ;

was 120 cu.m. per hour (the amouptt increased lh\Finter and spring and fell in summer and aut-

LIIII-II'.I - -;. | \\
‘)J ™,
N
The city of Nablus was sefﬁed by a number of springs lbqgted in the city, as well as by two 3
wells sunk by the Jordqﬁian authorities in the Deir Sharaf area (with a joint supply of 100 h
cu,.m. per hour). Thg/éprings in Nablus yield a plentiful shpply during the winter and spring
/ \

b

cof rainy years, bjyfa poor supply during summer and autumn. N,
*,

¢ 3 3

eenln received/about 70 cu.m. of water per hour from a municipal well.

Tulkarm rqéeived water from a single municipal well, as did Qalgilya. |\ ¥ |

1L ~——
In the course of the t-pfgears of Israeli administration o#—tE=sress, the water supply toc the

—

cities has increased as follows:

The water system of Hebron was first linked up with the systems of Bethlehem, Beit Jala and
Beit Sahur, to facilitate mutual aid in supplies in the event of any fault in a well at any of
these places. MNew waterworks were completed south of Hebron, utilizing the Samu' well (supply-
ing about 45 cu.m. per hour). Two new wells were sunk in the region and connected with the
overall network: Herodion 1 (supplying 90 cu.m. per hour) and Herodion 2 (supplying 440 cu.m.

prer hour). The southern system was also linked up with Israeli water-supply systems, both in

Jerusalem and in the Ezion bloc region, to facilitate relief supplies in the event of a mishap.
L]

{
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The total amount of drinking water in this region increased frem 140 cu.m. per hour in 19¢
715 cu.m. per hour in 1977. The potential for supply in the region south of Jerusalem, in

fact, exceeds current demand.

No promising drill sites have been found in the Ramallah-al-Bira area; however, in view of the
water shortage, it was decided to sink a well near Mukhmas, on a site recommended for drilling
by a British consultant firm during the Jordanian period. The well was sunk to a depth of B0O0
m. but despite advanced development methods and considerable expenditure, 1t was classified as
dry. It was therefore decided to augment Ramallah's water sources from the water-supply sys-

tem which serves Jerusalem,

A new well was sunk to a depth of 700 m. near the village of Talluza, to augment Nablus' water
supply. This well is adequate for an hourly supply of 300 cu.m., but since prcduction is de-
pendent on electricity from the Nablus power station, which can supply only very limited power,
the well was constructed to allow for an hourly flow of only 200 cu.m. Thus, Nablus enjoys
an hourly supply of 350 cu.m. in the autumn, while in 1967, only 150 cu.m. per hour was availw
able during the same season. . 1

b
A deep well sunk in the Jenin area (in the Dotan valley) now supplies 220 cu.m. per hour, en-

suring a significant increase in supply.

An additional well was sunk in Tulkarm, enabling the town's water supply to be doubled. The
municipality of Qalgilya acquired a well which was formerly privately owned, thus ensuring a

regular water supply.

e

Until 1967, the supply of drinking water in the rural sector was based almost entirely on rain-
water collected in cisterns and then transported into homes by the village women, with or with-
out the aid of pack animals. In a number of villages, water was supplied by nearby freshwater
springs, and piped water was available in only very few villages. During the ten years of
Israeli administration, many villages have been supplied with a water system; in most of these,
internal networks and linkups with sach house were installed.

Over the past ten years, water supply systems have been installed in the following villages:

-—

Hebron district

Samu', Dhahiriya, Yatta, Karmel, Rihiya, Bani Naim, Idna, Tarqumiya, Beit Aula, Nuba,
Surif, Kharas, Halhul, Beit Ummar.
Bethlehem district

Beit Fajjar, Zat'ara, Bhma, Abu Dis, Eizariya. Nearing completicn is a pipeline which |
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The modern Israeli drillings carried out in the vicinity of the ﬂ-llqo
of Auja and (n the Valley of Fasael did not in any way affect the output of existing
wells. In the one case where Israell drillings did cause a significant decrease
in the water supply of Arab village of Bardele, this decrease has been more than
compensated for: Arab farmers in the area this year received 3,5 million ou. m.
of wates from the new Israeli wells - about half a million eu. m. (or 17%) more
than they were drawing from their own wells before |

It is the duty of the military government to develop the water resources
of Judasa- Samaria by the most modern methods and In the most effective mamner
known to it. - The substantial increase in the agricultural output of Judasa-Samaria
in the last decade, as shown below, provides clear evidence that the Arab farmers
of tha area have significantly benefitted from Israeli development activities. -

A marked improvement has taken place in the Arabs' agricultural output
in Jum-ﬂamaﬂa and in their income from agriculture. The following figures,
released by the Coordinator of Government Operations in Judaea and Samaria,
Israsl Ministry of Defence, on 31 March 1978, speak eloquently on this score:

1967/ 1878/8
Agrioultural Cutput in Thousands of Tons

Fleld Crops 23.5 84.9
Vegetables and

Potatoes 80.0 : 147.3
Cltrus 30.0 T4. 1
Olives and other

Fruit 76,9 126.8

Value of Agricultural Cuput in Millions of Israsl Pounds

Total - 2436.0 1,536:1
Income Originally in Agriculture in Millions of lsrael Pounds
Total 4156.0 1,242.9

The Defence Ministry survey also noted that in 1874 the annual per
capita Income among the rural population In Judaea-Samaria Stood at 868 dollars

- an ipcrease of more than 500 percent over 1988,
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Water in Judaea and Samaria

1) Thmhrﬂwﬂnorhﬂthﬂwmhlﬂimcmudm:'n
v S
1lto 8 (this does not include waterworks for Jewish settlements).

2) The supply of water for these waterworks increased from less than
balf a million cubic meters (M3) per annum to 9 million M3 per annum.

3) In 1966, there were only a few villages which bad running water install-
ations (water was mainly supplied by wells and cisterns). I[n 1979, there are about 50
villages with running water installations.

4) The aim of the water supply policy of the military government is to supply
all the water needed for domestic purposes according to the demand of the increas-

ing population and increasing standards of life.

it ie the intention of the military government to supply an ever-increasing
number of villages with running water facilities.

Within the framework of this policy the execution of the following projects
should be specially mentioned:

a) The Herodian Water Project which is pumping water from two wella to
the entire Bethiehem and Hebron area.

b) The pipeline from Motzs (near Jerusalem) to Bitunia, which has solved
the problem of water shortages In the Ramallah arda.

¢) The Beith-lbbo Project for Nablus and villages to the West of Nablus.
d) The Dotan Project supplying Jenin and its vicinity.

The drilling operations of the Israeli water company, Mekorot have not
been at the expense of Arab farmers, but in some cases Arab farmers have
registered gains in their water supply as the result of such drillings. qu
Mekorot drillings, for the benefit of Jewish settiéments in Judsea-Samaria, were
all made with modern equipment, at a depth never reached before by any of the
local Arab farmers. Five other wells have been sunk by Mekorot for the exclusive
use of Arab villagers. The 300 existing wells, drilled previously by Arab farmers,
are all nearer the surface than the new Israell wells. Seven more permits have
been fssuad to local Arab farmers by the Israell authorities to execute additional

drﬂll.nnnfthlirmj
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issug in Mideas?

.. By Jobn K. Cooley
«"stafl correspondent of
The Chiistian Science Monitor

# Athens
The:supply and sharing of precious wa-
ter, vilal to life in Isracl, Jordan, Syria,
and their Mideastern neighbors are likely
ta be a mujor issue in the background, if
gol on the agenda, of the Egypt-Israel-
United States summit talks opening at

Camp David, Maryland, Sepl. 5
sfare than 100 Israell settlements estab-
fished on territory Israel conquered from

sharply in the spotlight. But many ana-
Iysts belleve the less-publicized issue of
water Is even more [undamental in any

Israel is reported 1o be using water
from ihe Israeli-occupied Jordan West
Bank to cover some of 1srael’s own grow-
ing water needs. More wells are being
drilled [n the West Bank's water table for
pew Jewish settlements there, especially
in th. Jablas area.

Jo-don, lor s part, plans 3 new *3330
million Magarin High Dam project on the
strategic Yarmuk River, which separates
the Isracli-occupied Golan "1~=his of Syvla
from uorthern Jordar, lsraci wanis a
share ¢f water from that dain.

For Jaodan) the United Stale. = ipported
Magaria Damh project woukl mean irriga-
tion of more than 30,600 additiopal acres
of farmiand In the kingdom's rich Jordan

Jordan, Syrin, and Egypt in 1967 are

peace seitlement. l-

-

— sy
Water: a knotty /'

C,. 5 i-;'L] EI.'F'?":%..

Valley “breadbasket,” source of much of its
food. The dam also would supply drinking wa-
ter to Trbid, Jordan's mali nortoem city.

The Magarin project also is related o a
string of power, irrigation, and other devais
opment projects stretching southward &long
the Jordaw Valley to the Dead Sea.

Op Aug. 8, Israeli journalist 'Amir Shapira
wrote in the Israeli daily newspaper Al-Ham-
ishmar that Israel will ask the United States to

| make U.5. support lo the Magarin project con-

ditional on “Israeli rights to a part of the Yar-
muk water being assured, as was once deter-
mined in an unsigned Istael-U.5. aceord.”

Mr. Shapira reported that “a senior [Israel]
source says Israel can bring about withdrawal
of World Bank funds from Magarin,” and’ that
the U.S. State Department already had been
informed of this.

Mr. Shapira further claimed that many
years ago, when US. aid funds were com-
mitted o Jordan's East Ghor Canal water
project, Israel was “promised” 25 million to 40.
million cubic meters of Yarmuk River water.

Unilateral action discussed

Since the Jordanian project might prevent
this, Mr. Shapira wrote, discussions were held
in the Israeli Foreign Mimisiry about possible
sunilateral” lsraeli action to “realize Israch
rights over this water.” He did not specily
what type of action was meant. :

Mr. Shapira foresaw the possibility of a situ-
ation where the United States would be *com-
pelled” to give Jordan such precondidons for

: aiding the Magarin Dam. Israel also was in‘a

position to influence the World Bank to place
similar conditions on its grant of funds to the
Magarin project, Mr. Shapira asserted.

Last June 75, Mr. Shapira wrote in Al-Ham-
ishmar that Israeli waler experls were warn-
ing that Prime Minister Menachem Begin's
proposals for “'self-rule” of the West Bank, evi-
dently to be discussed at Camp David, enda-
gered Israeli water plans.

Deep drilling already had begun in Samarta
(the West Bank's northern region) and was
supplying one-third of Israel's own regquire-
ments, he said.

Samarian water

Mr. Shapira added that Israeli water experts
feared that in any peace settlement, pumping
of water eastward from the slopes of the S4-
merian hills might be presented as a “human-
tarian development project ' to benefit the Pl
estinian refogee population of the West Bk
{eracl's “surrender” of Samoiian waler had 1o
be avoided for Israel's own sako, the 2xperd
weie said to have added

The water question, wrolz Mr. Shapira, a}
ready had been raised In earlier talks belween
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Prime Minister Begir and the US
ment. G‘ﬂ

Jon Tinker, an environmental eonsultant,
wrote in a special article in the 1978 Brtanmcs
Book of the “car that Israel, in pumping
groundwater to . suriace, Is slowly reducing
[srael's water table. That table, he added, 1=
becoming more saline as seawater seeps U
and as a resuit of potlution.

Annual runoft used

“|srael is already utilizing 95 percent of ils
annual runoff,"” writes Mr. Tinker. By lhe end
of the century, half of its irrigation water may
be treated sewage, and the continuously T
cycled groundwater may have become 50 4
line that bottled drinking water will have 10 b
sold in the shops."

~Disagreement over sharing of Jnm“r

and other waters has been a major, thowem Te-
cently less-publicized cause, of Arab-[sracl
conflict since 1948, Less than 4 percent of the
cultivated area in Jordan, according o Jordan
Government figures, is irmcated.

Until 1967, 37 percent of Jordan's cereals. ©
percen. of its [ruit, and 65 percent of its ve:
tables came from the Wes: Bank, which Jor
dan anpexed after th 174849 war with Isras!
and then jost in June, V47, to IsTael, i

. — i W p—




