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AFGHAN ISTAN HAD EXPRESSED A PREFERENCE FOR ALTERNATIVE 2(A),
WHICH ONE OF THE VICE~PRESIDENTS OF THE 23RD BESSIUH OF THE ASSEHBL?
WOULD BE DESIGNATED TO MAKE THE APPOINTM NT.

HAD INDICATED SUPPORT FOR EITHER Eéﬁg OR E(EE THE LATTER PROVIDING
ﬂF THE GUATEMALAN DE~

LEGATION TO THE 24TH SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, BUT HAD ADDED THAT !
IT PREFERRED 2(B).
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UN WILL NOT DESIGNATE A REPLACEMEMNT FOR AREWATgB)™ 77 "78° X287

THE FUNCTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ARE
TERMINATED AT THE CLOSE OF THE ASSEMBLY,

« TR ¥

17170% NIDERN DINYDR 373 1IN AND AYREY NIIWON3 TIOR3 O7R 0709
LIRITIT TEIY T1ye™ nYDonk1d BnYOD @RS DYRITTINY Y7ND nions
$TIDRY Y010 WE 130 .2

IT IS TRUE: THAT THE LATE LICENCIADO ARENALES WAS

ENTRUSTED WITH CERTAIN SPECIAL MISSIONS, HOWEVER THE REASON FOR
THIS IS TO BE FOUND IN HIS PERSONAL QUALITIES AND IN H!S .

CAREER AS A BRILLIANT INTERMATIONALIST, IT IS5 EVIDENT THAT HE
DEALT WITH THESE MATTERS AS PRESIDENT OF THE 23RD SESSION OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, BWT HIS FUNCTION, AS SUCH, STRICTLY

SPEAKING, WAS TERMINATED AT THE CLOSE OF THE SESSION.
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EPRODUC IMOS TEXTO DECLARACION VICECANCILLER GONZALEZ

S0LIS PUBL ICADO PRNSALIBRE HOY QUTE ONU NO DESIGNARA SUSTITUTO ARENALZS
LAS FUNCIONES PRESIDENTE ASAMBLEA ONU FINALIZAN AL CLAUSURARSE “
ASAMBLEA POR LO TANTO DIJO AYER VICEMINISTRO RE LICENCIADO GIL ARTURO
SONZALEZ SOLIS LA ORGANIZACION MUNDIAL NO ELEGIRA SUSTITUTO

-ICENCIADO ARENALES

2UNTO SUS DECLARACIONES LAS FORMULO EN RESPUESTA

REGUNTA REPORTEROS SOBRE VERACIDAD DE QUE SE HABIA PROPUESTO AL
ICENCIADO FRANCISCO LOPEZ URZUA DE GUATEMALA PARA ESE CARGO SEGUN
WMORES CIRCULABAN PUNTO AGREGO VICECANCILLER QUE S! BIEN ES

;IERTO QUE AL DESAPARECIDO LIGENCIADO ARENALES SE LE HABIAN ENCOMENDAND
ALGUNAS MISIONES ESPECIALES ESTO OBEDECIO A SUS DOTES PERSONALES Y

il CARRERA BRILLANTE INTERNACIONALISTA PUNTONES CLARO ANADIO QUE

ISTOS ASUNTOS LOS TRATABA COMO PRESIDENTE XXI1IPERIODO SESIONES
\SAMBLEA GENERAL OMU PERO SU FUNCION PROPIAMENTE

HCHAqEU?D TAL FINALIZO AL CLAUSURARSE EL PERIODO UNQUOTE
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A. IN PARA 2, AFTER ??ADOPTED BY MINORITY OF THE MEMBERS
(F THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'?

ADD :

" THE RESOLUTION WAS OBJECTIONABLE INTER ALIA BECAUSE
IT CONTAINED AN ADVERSE PREJUDGMENT OF THE FACTS THE
COMMI TTEE WAS SUPPOSED TC INVESTIGATE, AND BECAUSE IT
TOOK NO ACCOUNT OF THE PERSECUTION OF JEWISH MINCRITIES
iN CERTAIN ARAB COUNTRIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST AREA, AS
TRAGICALLY HIGHLIGHTED BY THE RECENT PUBLIC HANGINGS

OF INNOCENT JEWS IN BAGHDAD. IT IS THIS PROBLEM WHICH
SHOULD BE THE PROPER SUBJECT OF UNITED NATIONS CONCERN,
AND NOT THE SITUATION IN THE ISRAEL-HELD AREAS, WHICH
ARE IN ANY CASE OPEN TO THE SCRUTINY AND OBSERVATION OF
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF FOREIGN VISITORS.'?

B. IN FIRST SENTENCE OF THIRD PARA. ADD : *7TO GUATEMALA®’
AFTER "'AMBASSADOR OF ISRAEL'’.

C. LAST SENTENCE IN THIRD PARA. TO READ:

"*THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL FULLY SHARES THAT VIEW, WHICH
IS EVEN MORE PERTINENT NOW THAN AT THE DATE OF THE ABOVE
COMMUNICATION.??

D. THE-FIRST LINE OF FOURTH PARA. PUT ?"7CONFIRMS THAT NO
PROVISION’? INSTEAD OF *? INDICATES THAT NO PROVISION'?,

E. IN FOURTH PARA. DELETE SENTENCE FROM ??KEEPING IN MIND'?’
T0 **GERMANE?".(IT IS INCLUDED LATER.)

F. IN FIFTH PARA. AFTER THE WORDS "*HAS TAKEN ITS REGULAR COURSE"’
ADD THE FOLLOWING : IT SHOULD BE BORNE IN MIND THAT UNDER

RULE 31, BASED ON ARTICLE 21 OF THE CHARTER, THE PRESIDENT AND

ALL THE VICE~PRESIDENT OF THE TWENTY-THIRD SESSION CEASED

TO HOLD OFFICE AT THE CLOSE OF THAT SESSION, ON 21 DECEMBER 196¢
THIS FACT WOULD APEAR TO NEGATE ALSO THE ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTION

T
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MADE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL THAT ONE OF THE VICE-PRESIDENTS
SHOULD ACT IN THE MATTER. EVEN IF THE TASK ENTRUSTED TO THE
PRESIDENT COULD IN THEORY BE DELEGATED TO A VICE~PRESIDENT (WHICH
IN THE ISRAEL VIEW CANNOT BE DONE), THERE 1S NO VICE-PRESIDENT IN
OFFICE TO RECEIVE SUCH A TASK.

'?AS FOR THE FUTURE CHAIRMAN OF THE FUTURE GUATEMALAN DELEGATION
TO THE TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION, HIS SOLE FUNCTION UNDER RULE 30

IS FORMALLY TO OPEN THE SESSION AND PRESIDE UNTIL A NEW PRESIDENT
IS ELECTED. THE GOV RNMENT OF ISRAEL FAILS TO SEE HOW IT COULD

BE REGARDED AS WITHIN THE *’SPIRIT?? OF THIS RULE TO ASCERTAIN

IN ADVANCE WHO MIGHT BE APPOINTED THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GUATEMALAN
DELEGATION AND THEN TO ASK THIS P RSON AT PRESENT TO PERFORM A
TASK WHICH THE PREVIOUS PRESIDENT HAD BEEN REQUESTED TO PERFMRM,
SUCH A COURSE CANNOT BE BASED DIRECTLY OF INDIRECTLY ON THE

M THE LANGUAGE OF RULE 30, AND IN ANY CASE WOULD APPEAR TO
CONTRADICT THE CLEAR STIPULATION OF ARTICLE 21 OF THE CHARTER.

G. IN THE LAST SENTENCE OF PARA 5 INSERT THE WORDS *’EXTRAORDINARY
AND LARGELY UNPRECEDENTED *’ BEFORE THE WORDS ’?ALTERNATIVE
FORMS OF ACTION'?,

H. ADD A FINAL SENTENCE READING :

" IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE SECRETARY~GENERAL MIGHT WELL LIMIT
HIMSELF TO DRAWING THE ATTENTION OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION
TO THIS MATTER, IN THE CONTEXT OF HIS ANNUAL REPORT.'’
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PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

18 EAST 70TH STREET
MEW YORK, M. ¥, 10021

TRAFALGAR 9.3611

28 May 1969

The Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations
presents his compliments to the Seeretary-General of the United Nations
and, with reference to his communication No, OR 421 P & P of 23 May
1969, has the honour to transmit the following reply from the Government

of Israel.

Since the 23rd session of the General Assembly was declared
closed on 21 December 1968, the late President, His Excellency Mr.
E%as actively engaged in the consultations to which he
r statement at page 199 of the provisional verbatim record
of the 1752nd meeting of the General Assembly on that date, with regard
to the appointment of three member states to constitute a special
committee established in accordance with resolution 2443 (LI of
19 December 1968, As the Secretary-General is certainly aware, the

- late President approached a large number of member states, inviting
them to serve on that special committee but, at the time of his death,

had not been successful in those efforts on account of the refusal of
a great many member states 1o accept such an invitation, Those refusals

are the consequence of the arbitrary and one-sided character of General
Assembly resolution 2443 (XXIIT), which, as the record of the 1748th
plenary meeting shows, was in fact adopted by a minority of the members

of the General Assembly,

His Excellency
U Thant

‘ The Secretary-General
United Nations, New York
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The resolution was objectionable inter alia because it con-
tained an adverse prejudgment of the facts the committee was supposed |
to investigate, and because it took no account of the persecution of
Jewish minorities in certain Arab countries in the Middle East area, as
tragically highlighted by the recent public hangings of innccent Jews in
Baghdad. It is this problem which should be the proper subject of United
Nations concern, not the situation in the Israel-held areas, which are in
any case open to the scrutiny and observation of tens of thousands of
foreign visitors.

The states which refused the invitations addressed to them .
by the late President acted in full awareness of the real nature of that
resolution, as being a transparent political manoeuver and not an ex-
pression of genuine concern for the furtherance of human rights, ‘

In the communication addressed to the Ambassador of Israel
to Guatemala on 6 March 1969, the late President of the General
Assembly himself expressed his view that the establishment at that
juncture of the special committee would add "nuevos motivos de
friccion a la ya tensa situacion del Mediano Oriente", The Government
of Israel fully shares that view, which is even more pertinent now than ’
at the date of the above communication, ‘

. The Secretary-General's communication under reply confirms

that no provision in the rules of procedure of the General Assembly

requlates the situation which has come into being following the lamented -

death of the President of the 23rd session of the General Assembly. It . ‘
appears that only changes in existing procedures would make possible

further action in the matter, and in the circumstances it is the view of

the Government of Israel that such changes would not be justified. ‘

The Government of Israel understands that the practice of
the General Assembly in requesting its President to appoint members
of committees in accordance with decisions taken at its different
sessions entrusts the function not to the President as such, whose
term of office is delimited by the relevant provisions of the Charter and i
of the rules of procedure, but to the individual who has been duly |
elected to serve as President of the General Assembly for a given ‘




T

session. When, in the past, for any reason that person was unable to

complete any functions which may have been entrusted to him by the

General Assembly, the matter has taken its regular course,. In fact

there have been instances in which committees to be established by

the President of the General Assembly were not constituted. |

It should be borne in mind that under rule 31, based on
Article 21 of the Charter, the President and all the Vice-Presidents of
the twenty-third session of the Ceneral Assembly ceased to hold office
at the close of that session, on 21 December 1968, This fact would
appear to negate also the alternative suggestion made by the Secretary-
General, that one of the Vice-Presidents should act in the matter., Even
if the task entrusted to the President could in theory be delegated to a
Vice-President (which in'the Israel view cannot be done), there is no
Vice-President in office to receive such a task,

As for the future Chairman of the future Guatemala Delegation
to the twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly, his sole function
under rule 30 is formally to open the session and preside until a new
President is elected. The Government of Israel fails to see how it
could be regarded as within the "spirit" of this rule to ascertain in ad-
vance who might be appointed the Chairman of the Guatemala Delegation *
and then to ask this person at present to perform a task which the
previous President had been requested to perform. Such a course cannot

- be based directly or indirectly on the language of rule 30, and in any

case would appear to contradict the clear stipulation of Article 21 of

the Charter, A - ®
The Government of Israel seas no reason for departing from :

established practices and procedures and believes that, in the light of

all the circumstances, including the short period which now remains

before the 24th session of the General Assembly is due to convene,

there is no necessity for any of the extraordinary and largely unprece-

dented alternative forms of action such as are suggested in the

Secretary-General's communication under reply.

Tt is suggested that the Secretary-General might well limit
himself to drawing the attention of the twenty-fourth session of the
General Assembly to this matter, in the context of his annual report




on the work of the organization,

The Permanent Representative of Israel has the honour to
request the circulation of this Note as a document of the General
Assembly.

The Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations
wishes to express to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the
assurances of his highest consideration,

>
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Tha Secretar:.r-ceneral of the United Nations presents his r‘:ﬂrplimﬁnt.
to the Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations
and has the hc-mur to draw his atterxtian “to the following matter.

His Excellency Mr Emilioc Arenales, President of the twenty-third
session of the General Assembly, was unable prior to his death to complete
certain functions entrusted to him by the General Assembly at that session.
In particular, and notwith'staﬁding his efforts and those of the Secretary-
ceneral undertaken on his behalf, it had not yet been possible to complete
the appointment of thé-sf;égcial committee provided for in General Assembly”
resolution 2u43 (XXTIII) of 19 December 1968. The President's death has
thus left unresolved the question of the appointment of this commitiee, |
and the rules of "pro:':edu:e of the General Assembly do not contain any
provision covering the present situation.

In the éircumstances there would appear to be only two practicable’ .
alternatiﬁé to comply with the resolution:

1. To convene a special session of the General Assembly
to provide another method for constituting the special
committee;

2. a) To find a procedure which, through its acceptance
by Member States, would permit the designation of one
of the Vice-Presidents to undertake the appointment of

the special commitiee;
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b) Alternatively, and in line with the spirit of

rule 30 of the rules of procedure of the General
Assembly, to ascertain from the Government of Guatemals,
if possible, who would be the Chairman of that country's
delegation for the twenty-fourth session of the General
Assembly, and request him to undertake the appointment
of the special committee.

The first alternative, that of a special aess;an of the General
Assembly, would involve considerable time, effert and expense. H-::werver,.

if this alternative is favoured, the specafl ‘session might be brief and
be attended only by mamhﬁrs of permanent mlﬁsinns if its business were
limited either ta the deaignuticn of édaige—Presmdﬂnt or the proposed
Chairman of the delegatinn to Guatemaldto perform the residuasl function
of the President nf the twentynth1rd .session, or to transfer that functicn
to the President nf the EpEEial session.

The second alternativﬁ wauld appear to be more convenient. If this
alternative is acce?taﬁi&, it has been suggested that the membership
might first be conaui ‘as to which of the sub-alternatives, namely,
the designation ﬂf the leader of the delegation of Guatemala or one of
the Vice- Presldgnt&, to exercise the residual function of the President
of the twentgrth}rﬁ session, is generally acceptable. ;

In 4the circumstances explained above, the Secretary-General would .
like taxiggﬁire whether His Excellency's Government accepts one or the
other of the above mlternatives, and if so which alternative is favoured.

In view of the time"that has already elapsed, the Secretary-General
would be grateful for a very early reply, by letter or by telegram, not
later than 10 June 1969.

25 May 1969

9.5, <







vina 1Tvn

Tepn npYnn AMUN=v131 PIan l
T 0
370 e TIDN § YR ll'
28.5.69 e P 173 IORD
*39%p
=70

|

! «0*"NBEY OTYIN

| 19393 B3 IR LI 000D AINN 13NP3 541 TV D YP YOTDY nnYus nMaRn
«'3773 w8 NOY3 LTXD NITIAYEIY OUpNENn

-

yIpB 2,

k NX1BN
\ wp/ay




-

ge _0Off

Ludnt 09.7

REKm

cuoar

es

mLra,




vina 1Ten |
Tepn npYnn AMPND=-NXT pIan ] |

4188 .

543 ‘on PM* 111 19K
28.5.69 nYma TN

T * N o
| #3539 ;329 17w .0'nuE? AR LPIPN
«TATENT NOY0Y MIDOID *1933 DYPYIID R
TP NIIDT N3N XY MI3ES RYE3 0730 DYIPD 393 03 1AW A31ER3 0ITAY @

:NRD

e

« 273 noYna 3+ Yy gfIRI0 YES

«INX¥ JDODI INIDT OPAN MANID W KDITOIW PYID OVINK V¥ PTDENTY nin 9y

«017IA73I0 TERTY I0IFI INIION K2 TEA L,NTTIDTDA TID 213P IR WP 70 oK i
TIWID2 1TV 0OOPA3 DMIRE BYBRY 1IDal1@1 p1ARTR? BB NY1*3Y DYprvID .1

«M1a% 13p7aD pogn TIBAR Yapn
BEEE




ANvn 'nYa

yina 11wn

342°on

ETnﬁaﬁglﬂ‘HJ

ok

1epPn npYnn

?%h2

Vi3l paan

o

TIWDN TR

P9 991 10RD

‘s o, roup

«" P13 MO0 DYRDEY NTYIN <MAT3 TATLO |







vYinn Tavn :
Twpn npYnn ANPN=-v3131 Pan

!
100

+357 *on T™eDN 7R

27.5.69 nui P1IY 173 1D

" Ty p i,

o **0%P

PR 173w Y30V A0k DY MEYYIAN XY N1IYITDRE BIYA 'Y bk DDR1 DTREEY ATYIN
P7 17 FT13 17390 AMR RINYED DY DIIFYAN ¥ FOW RV DIRD

«72TDN MMAR AR WDR YVAPED

¥ipn

fOX 07 OTh RD3ID 3 ¥ OIR Y3100 177 177k 37210 Jomin Inom 3B
RN




epDrr

ga* TRE.
rq Io<'n ’EE.-E:.TS

0. CNED %4r ©f [°rg eNGTCTrraA X NAC I Y0 S°C Y02T 9Ll NLrn

CE UV TATEErA R0 OESMCA NACFN. DUELTT CPFCR Yr rg
NNl XIrm marce,
agre
'nof a L NSCIT Ter] OOZEY N0 N £ GLEN NTD ro xol



vyina 17en

Twpn npYan ANPN-vi1) plan ‘
T1T0 8
343 ‘oo TIWoN E9R .
27.5.69 invma p11* 173 1RO
* 97>
«7'D1p
S

« 329 11%0> Jobna
+0MbE? NI¥IN
«772T0% N3N 13NPIT 719331 TIDIA OYPRIAD

«F1PN

S

R 3IER
/a1







—— — — — T —— — T R ————— e — e — S S S —— —

yina 1ivn

Twpn npYnn ANrN=viil Pan
T W@
_347 ‘oo TIDn 19
27.5.69 inYwa TIDDN $NKD .
"3 %%p
AT

0TneEy? mIrIn
«+10707907 1IRATER AL nNOND 3TN0 YMaTon NAR 0078

ipn

=

R ENEIEX

/a7







\ﬁd/ h vina 1iwn

Aanvn 'nva Twpn npyAn v3i3) plan
339%o TIwnn: N
27.5.69sn%u3 P11 1°3:0KD
L 102
«7T0P

19"3t0% moYven 1Y

THE PERMANETN REPRESENTATIVE OF |SRAEL TO THE UNITED
NATIONS PRESENTS HIS COMPLIMENTS TO THE SECRETARY
GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS, AND WITH REFERENCE TO
HIS COMMUNICATION NO. OR 421 P + P OF 23 MAY 1969
HAS THE HONOUR TO TRANSMIT THE FOLLOWING REPLY FROM
THE GOVERNMENT OF |SRAEL.

SINCE THE 23RD SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WAS
DECLARED CLOSED ON 21 DECEMBER 1968, THE LATE PRESIDENT,
HIS EXCELLENCY MR, EMILIO ALES, WAS ACTIVELY EN~- !
GAGED IN THE CONSULTATIONS TO WHICH HE REFERRED IN

HiS STATEMENT AT PAGE 199 OF THE PROVISIONSL VERBATIM
RECORD OF THE 1752ND MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ON THAT DATE, WITH REGARD TO THE APPOINTMENT OF 3

MEMBER STATES TO CONSTITUTE A SPECIAL COMMITTEE
ESTABLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH RESOLUTION 2443 (xXxI11)

OF 19 DECEMBER 1968. AS THE SECRETARY GENERAL 1S
CERTAINLY AWARE, THE LATE SIDENT APPROACHED A LARGE
NUMBER OF MEMBER STATES, INVETING THEM TO SERVE ON THAT
SPECIAL COMMITTEE BUT AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH HAD NOT
BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN THOSE EFFORTS ON ACCOUNT OF THE
REFUSAL OF A GREAT MANY MEMBER STATES TO ACCEPT SUCH

AN INVITATION: THOSE REFUSALS ARE THE CONSEQUENCE OF

THE ARBITRARY AND ONE-SIDED CHARACTER OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY
RESOLUTION 2443 (XxX111), WHICH, AS THE RECORD OF THE
1748TH PLENARY MEETING é‘lm. WAS IN FACT ADOPTED BY A
MINORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. THE
STATES WHICH REFUSED THE INVETATIONS ADDRESSED TO

THEM BY THE LATE PRESIDENT D IN FULL AWARENESS OF THE
REAL NATURE OF THAT RESOLUTION, AS BEING A TRANSPARENT
POLITICAL MANOEUVER AND NOT AN EXPRESSION OF GENUINE
CONCERN FOR THE FURTHERANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS.

IN THE COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED TO THE AMBASSADOR OF |SRAEL
ON  MARCH 1969, THE LATE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HIMSELF EXPRESSED HIS VIEW THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT AT THAT
JUNCTURE OF THE SPECIAL TTEE WOULD ADD *’NUEVOS MOTIVOS
DE FRICCION A LA YA TENSA SITUACION DEL MEDIANO ORIENTE®?.
THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL FULLY SHARES THAT SENTIMENT.

THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S COMMUNICATION UNDER REPLY INDICATES
THAT NO PROVISION IN THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY REGULATES THES SITUATION WHICH HAS COME INTO BEING
FOLLOWING THE LAMENTED DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE

23RD SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. KEEPING IN MIND

THE CLEAR STIPULATION OF ARTICLE 21 OF THE CHARTER OF

THE UNITED NATIONS, THE GOVE NT OF ISRAEL DOES NOT

-n/a N
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O3TIMU 3HT OT I3AA21 30 3VITATH3ZIAIIA UTIMAMAZE 3IHT
YAAT3A032 3HT OT 2TU3MIIIMOD 21H 2THIZIAG 2WOI TAM

OT 3OMINTIZA HTIW QUA ,EHOITAW O3TINU 3HT 30 IATINED
RACH YAM ES 30 9 + 9 ISA A0 04 MOITADIMUMMOD 2TH
MOAT YJA25 OHIW0JJOY 3HT TIMBHAAT OT AUOMOH IHT 2AH
-J3ARET 0 TUIMMA3VOD SHT

2AW YJEM3ZBA JAAIM30 3HT 0 MOI2238 OATS IHT 30M12
,JTM30123°9 3TAJ 3HT ,8aQI A3AM3030 1S MO 032040 03RAIO30
M3 YIIVITOA AW 23 AWERA 01.5IM3 AM YOMZIJ30X3 2 I H

Wi 03953938 3H HOIHW OT BMOITATJUSHOD 3HT Wi Q3DAD
MITABASV J2H012 1VORS 3HT 30 00 30A9 TA TUMITATZ 2iH
YIM432eA JARIMID 3HT 30 OMITIM OMSETS 3HT 30 CHOOM
£'30 TWIMTKI099A 3HT OT GRAD3A HTIW ,3TAG TAKT WO
JITTIMMOS JA(D392 A 3TUTIT2n0D OT 23TAT3 R3EMM

(4 11Xx) €488 WOITUJOR3A HTIW 3OMAGROODA W) O3IHE | BATEI
21 JARIM30 YAAT3A032 3HT 2A ,B80€1 H3EM3ID30 °F 0

305AS A 03FHOAOASTA TU3I0I23A9 STAJ INT  SAAWA YIMIATAID
TAHT MO 3VA32 OT M3HT oMITIVAI 23TATS H3aM3M 30 F3aMiM
TOM GAH HTA30 2iH 30 BT 3HT TA Tug 3ITTIMMOD JA(D398
SHT 30 THUODDA MO 8TRO0III 320HT Wi JU3ee300Ue W38

HOU2 TS300A OT S3TATE AZBMIM YHAM TA3RD A 30 JABUIM

50 30M3UPI2M0D IHT 3AA 2JAZUT3IR J2OHT .MOITATIVMI MA
(JOMACEA JAR3M3D 30 AITOARAHD 03012-3M0 QWA YAARTI9RA 3T
IHT 0 QRODIA IHT 2A HOIMN , (111XX) E44S HOITUI0E 3

A Y8 03TIA00A TOAT MI 2AW 2WOHE OWITISM YRAWMII® WTBMT
T .Y AMI2CA JARIM3D 3NT 0 2R3IBMIM IHT 30 YTIAOMIM

ST (303IA0GA SMOITATIVMI 3HT 03eUI3A . HOTHW 23TATE

“SHT 90 223M3RAWA JIUT Wi Q3TOA TM3QI23R9 ITAJ 34T Y8 M3HT
TWARATRVANT A OV 138 8A MOITUJO23R TAHT 10 SAUTAM JA3A
MIUM3D 90 MOI22399X3 AA TOW OWA AIVUIOMAM SADLTIJ0R
LETHOIA MAMUH 30 30MARIHTAU 34T H07, AIMOD

JAAS2L 0 ROOAZEABMA 3IHT OT Q3223AQ0A WO I TAJIHWUNMOD IHT Ml

v IAME22A JARIMID 3HT 10 THIQI23RT ITAJL 3HT @3eF HOAAM - W0
TANT TA THIMHBIIBAT23 3HT TAHT w3lV 2/H Q3823R9%X3 AJISMIH
2OVATOM 20VIUK* Y QOA CJUOW 33TT JAI19392 3HT 30 FRUTOMAL
L P 3ITHIIR0. OMA IO 130 MOIDAUTYS A2MIT AY AJ A MOIDDIHT 30
THEMI TS TAHT E3AAHE YAJUI J3AA21 30 TUIMMAIVOY 3HT

SATADIONT 72938 A30MY MO ITADIMUMMOD 2% JARINID YARATIIDIC 3HT

JAASMES 3HT 10 3RUG3D0R9 S0 23JUR IHT Wil KOIZIVOAY On TAHT

3R OTH) 3400 2AH HOIHW MOITAUTIZ 23HT 23TAJUDIA YiaM322A
44T A0 TM3012389 3HT 30 HTAIQ QITMIMAL IHT oW iwo.1J0d

QAIM WI DM L YJaM328A JAAIMID 3HT 0 WOIES3R ORES

0 ASTAAHD 3HT 30 1S 3JOITARA 0 WOITAILSITE RA3JD 3HT

Tow 2300 JIASiC1 30 THIMMASVOD 3HT ,2HOITAW Q3TIHU 3HT
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CONSIDER THAT WHAT IS TERMED THE *’SPIRIT’' OF RULE 30
OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE IS GERMANE. IT APPEARS THAT
ONLY CHANGES IN EXISTING P DURES WOULD MAKE POSSIBLE
FURTHER ACTION IN THE MATTEREAND IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES
IT IS THE VIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL THAT SUCH
CHANGES WOULD NOT BE JUSTIFIED,

THE_GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL UNDERSTANDS THAT THE PRACTICE ®
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN REQUESTING ITS PRESIDENT TO
APPOINT MEMBERS OR COMMITTEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
DECISIONS TAKEN AT ITS DIFFERENT SESSIONS ENTRUSTS THE
FUNCTION NOT THE PRESIDENT AS SUCH, WHOSE TERM OF OFFICE
IS DELIMITED BY THE RELEVANT| PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER
AND OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE , BUT TO THE INDIVIDUAL
WHO HAS BEEN DULY ELECTED TO SERVE AS PRESIDENT OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR A GIVEN SESSION. WHEN IN THE PAST
FOR ANY REASON THAT PERSON WAS UNABLE TO COMPLETE ANY
FUNCTIONS WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED TO HIM BY
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MATTER HAS TAKEN ITS REGULAR
COURSE. THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL SEES NO REASON FOR
DEPARTING FROM THESE PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES AND
BELIEVES TAT, IN THE LIGHT OF ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCESN
INCLUDING TH SHORT PERIOD WHRCH NOW REMAINS BEFORE
THE 24TH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASEMBLY IS DUE TO
CONVENE, THRE IS NO NECESSITY FOR ANY F THE
ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF ACTION SUCH AS SUGGESTED IN THE
SECRETARY=GENERAL’S COMMUNICATION UNDER REPLY. -
UNQUOTE .
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The majority of speokers in explanation of vote were those who abstuined...
Most said they abstained becuuse, asmong other things, the resolution cut across
action slready taken on this subject by the Security Council and the Guneral Assamhly,.
and becnuse the Geneva Convention 1tself contzined u procedure for 1nvastlgat1ng '
such alleged violations.

There was also objection to what s&vvrﬁl speakers referred to as the one-sided ‘
language and hasty judgomonts contained in several of the operative clauses of the .

resolution,
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ANNEX : TWO RESOLUTIONS OF THE C. ON H.R. ON THE MIDDLE EAST

Text of resolution 6 (XXV) as adopted at the 1014th meeting of
the Commission on 3 March 1969

The Commission on Human Rights,

Mindful of the principle ambodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
recognizing the right of everyone to return to his country,

Recalling Security Council resolution 237 (1967) of 14 June 1967, Ueneral
Assembly resolutions 2252 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967 and 2341B (XXII) of 19 December 1967,
resolution 6 (XXIV) of the Commission on Human Rights and resolution 1336 (XLIV) of
the Economic and Social Council and General Assembly resolution 2452 (XXIII) of
19 December 1968 which called upon the Government of Israel to take effective and
immediate steps for the return without delay of those inhabitants who fled the areas

gince the outbreak of hostilities.

Purther recalling the telegram dispatched by the Commission on Human Rights on
8 March 1968, calling upon the Government of lsrael to desist forthwith from acts of
destroying homes of the Arab civilian population in areas occupied by Israel, and to .
respect human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Bearing in mind that the Security Council resolution 237 (1967) of 14 June 1967,
General Assembly resolution 2252 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967, Economic and Social Council
resolution 1336 (XLIV) of 31 May 1968, and resolution 6 (XXIV) of the Commission on
Human Rights have called for the application of Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949
in the territoires occupied by lsrael,

Noting that the Security Council has once 8gin expressed its concern for the
safety, welfare and security of the inhabitants of the Arab territories under military
occupation by Israel, &and deplored the delay in the implementation of resolution
237 (1967),

Noting resolution I on respect for and implementation of human rights in occupied
territories, adopted by the International Conference on Human Rights on 7 May 1968, .
and resolution 2443 (XXIII) of the General Assembly of 19 December 1968,

Deeply concerned about the reported continuation of human rights violations

as vell as violation of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 in the territories
occupied by Israel,

Having received +the report of the Secretary-General contained in document
E/CN.4/999,
1. Reaffirms +the inalienable right of all the inhabitants who have left since the
outbreak of hostilitiea to return, and calls upon the Government of Israel to
immediately implement the United Nations resclutions te this effeect, creating

conditions for the restoration of peace.

o
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2. Deplores Israel's continued violations of human rights in the occupied territoxr:es,
particularly the acts of destroying homes of Arab civilian population, deportation
of inhabitants and the resorting to violence against inhabitants expressing their
resentment to occupation, and calls upon the Government of Israel to put an immediate
end to such acts,

3. [Expresses its deep concern on Israel's refusal to abide by the Geneva Convention

of 12 August 1949 relative to the Protection of Cevilian Persons in Time of War, and
calls once again upon the Government of Israel to fully respect and apply that Convention,
4, Decides +to establish a special Working Group of Experts composed of the members

of the Ad Hoe Working Group of Experts established under resolution 2 (XXIII) and

2 (XXIV) of the Commission on Human Rights with the following mandate:

(a) +to investigate allegations concerning Israel's violations of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August,
1949, in the territories occupied by Israel as a result of hostilities in the
Middle East;

[b} to receive communications, +to hear witnesses, and use such modalities of

' procedure &s it may deem necessary;

(e) +to report, with its conclusions and recommendations, +to the twenty-sixth
session of the Commission on Human Rights;

5. Decides to include the question of human rights in the territories occupied as
a result of hostilities in the Middle East as a separate item of priority on the

agenda of the twenty-sixth session of the Commission on Human Hights.

Text of resolution 7 (XXV) as adopted at the 1015th meeting of
the Commission on 4 March 1969

The Commission on Human Rights,

Deeply concerned at the conflict affecting the Middle East, which continues to

constitute an explosive factor that might spark off a universal conflagration, and at
. its consequences for the civil populations,

Aware of its legal and moral obligations to foster universal respect for fundamen-
tal human rights and freedoms, to promote conditions which guarantee such respect and
to eliminate harm and suffering which constitue an affront to civilization.

Makes a fervent appeal +to all governments, their peoples and world public opinion
to spare no efforts to ensure a peaceful settlement of the conflict affecting the Middle
East through respect for the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and through
the application of the relevant resolutions of the Security Council, in particular
resolution 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967, and meanwhile, to ensure in that region
respect for the fundamental rights of all human beings which will greatly contribute

in creating conditions for the restoration of peace.
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: HEREWITH LETTER 9 APRIL 1969 BEGINS: R @

HAVE HONOUR DRAW YOUR ATTENTION TO RESOLUTION 6 (XXV)

OF COMMISSION HUMAN RIGHTS ENTITLED ’'QUESTION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS IN THE TERRITORIES OCCUPED AS A RESULT OF HOSTILITIES
IN THE MIDDLE EAST"?,

YOU WILL NOTE THAT IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH &4 OF THAT
RESOLUTION, THE COMMISSION DEGIDED TO ESTABLISH A SPECIAL
WORKING GROUP OF EXPERTS COMPOSED OF THE MEMBERS OF THE

AD HOC WORKING GROUP OF EXPERTS ESTABLISHED UNDER RESOLUTION 2
(XX11IL AND 2 (XX1V) OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS WITH
THE FOLLOWING MANDATE:

*7(A) TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING ISRAEL'S
VIOLATIONS OF GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE PROTECTION CiVILIAN
' PERSONS IN TIME OF WAR IN TERRITORIES OCGUPIED BY |SRAEL AS
RESULT HOSTILITIES IN MIDDLE EAST,

(B) TO RECEIVE COMMUNICATIONS, TO HEAR WITNESSES, AND ®
USE SUCH MODALITIES OF PROCEDURE AS IT MAY DEEM NECESSARY. '

(C) TO REPORT, WITH ITS CONGLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDAT|ONS,
TO THE TWENTY=SIXTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS.??

AD HOC WORKING GROUP ESTABLISHED,.., TO INVESTIGATE CERTAIN |
MATTERS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, IS PRESENTLY MEETING IN NEW YORK ‘
TO ADOPT ITS REPORT TO ECOSOC ON ALLEGED VIOLATIONS TRADE
UNION RIGHTS IN SOQUTHERN AFRICA; SINCE COMPOSITION THAT AD HOC |
WORKING GROUP IS SAME AS THAT OF SPECIAL WORKING GROUP
ESTABLISHED UNDER RESOLUTION 6 (XXV), AND ORDER AVOID
UNNECESSARY DELAYS; THE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP ARE PRESENTLY
CONSIDERING THEIR PROGRAMME OF WORK TO CARRY OUT THE ABOVE-
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MENT 1ONED MANDATE SET OUT IN RESOLUTION 6 (XXV) .
SUBJEGT TO GONGURRENGE ECOSOC-AND OTHER GOMPETENT ORGANS
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-

v331 pian

OF U.N. GROUP INTENDS CONDUCT ITS INVESTIGATIONS DURING MONTHS

JULY AUGUST 1969.

AT THE REQUEST OF THE WORKING GROUP, | HAVE HONOUR EXPRESS HOPE
THAT YOUR EXCELLENCY'S GOVERNMENT WOULD EXTEND ITS CO-OPERATION

TO GROUP. IN PARTIGULAR, GROUP WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOUR

EXCELLENCY’S GOVERNMENT COULD COMMUNICATE TO ME, BY 27 JUNE 1969
IF POSSIBLE, ANY INFORMATION RELATING TO MATTERS WITHIN MANDATE
OF GROUP AS SET OQUT ABOVE. WORKING GROUP WOULD BE GRATEFUL,
FURTHER, IF YOUR EXCELLENCY’S GOVERNMENT COULD LET ME KNOW,

o = BY 27 JUNE 1969 IF POSSIBLE, WHETHER IT ALLOWS THE
GROUP TO VISIT THE TERRITORIES OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL AS A RESULT

OF HOSTILITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST, FOR THE PURPOSE OF HEARING
WITNESSES ON THE MATTERS REFERRED TO IN COMMISSION RESOLUTION

6 (Xxv).

ACCEPT, ETC.c0u.
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1HAQ,

Mr. Whitlam - I ask the Minister for External Affairs

a question supplementary to that asked him by the honourable
member for Reid. Was the Government's protest about the

secret triale and publie executione in Iraq cabled to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and therefore would .
not be thereby inscribed on the agenda of any of the United
Netions organs? I ask him glso: Hag the Government

raised this matter with the United Nations Commission on

Human Rights whose charter covers inquiries into and reports

upon such atrocities?

Mr. Freeth - As the honourable gentleman will be aware,
thie matter occurred before I took over the portfolio of
External Affairs, I will treat his question as being on
notice and I will get him a detgiled reply.

House of Reps,
18 lich. 69
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1iAQ.

Mr. Uren = I msk the Minister for Extern;l Affaire a gquestion.

The Kinister will recall that earlier this year 14 people, 9

of whom were Jews, were hanged in Iraq and that the hangings were
condemned universally as berbarous judicial murders. What

action has the Australian Covermment tuken to have this matter .
raised in the United Nations Committee for Human Rights.

kr, Freeth -~ The House will be aware that the Govermment
protested in -trong terms sbout the execution of thos people
in Iraqs 45 fer as I am aware the Govermment has not taken
any action to make any further protest but our views on this
diplnrnhlt act are well known,

House of Reps.
18 Mch. 69







IRAQ.

Mr. Freeth = On 18th March the honourable the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Whitlam) asked me a number of questions about
the Prime Kinister's communicatione with the Secretary-Genersl
of the United Natione concerning the recent public executions
in Irage In reply to his question I said thet I would treat
it as being on notice and obtain for him a detailed reply. I
have now obtained the following information 3

The mess,ge of the right honourable the Prime Minister

wae conveyed to the Secretary-General of the United

Nations in a letter dated 2nd February 1969, from the
Australian Permanent Representative to the United Natione,
HI‘. P. Ehn“i .

The Secretary-General replied to Mr. Shaw in a note
dated 17th February 1969, which stated that this
communication had been deslt with in sccordance with
paragraphs 2 (B) and (E) of resolution 728 (F) (XXVIII)
of the Economic and Social Council relating to commun—
ications concerning human rights.

The effect of this was that the substance of the Prime
Minister's message was brought to the notice of the
Commission on Human Rights, and a copy was sent to the
Government of Iraq.

House of Reps.
25 Meh. 69,
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The establishment of an Ad Hoe Wosking Group of Experts was recommended
by the Special Committee on the Policies of Apartheid of the Government of South
Africa after several reports had been received of allegations of torture and other

{ll-tréatment of detainees and prisoners in South Africs.

The Ad foc Working Group was established by operative paragraph 3 of the
Resolution 2(XXIII) adopted by the Commission on Human Rights on 6§ March 1967,
which reads:

8. Decides to establish, in accordance with resolution 9(II) of 21 June 1946 of
the ECOSOC, an Ad hoe Working Group of Experts composed of eminent juriste
and prison officials to be appointed by the Chalrman of the Commission to:

() Investigate the charges of torture and ill-treatment of prisoners,
detainees or persons in police custody In South Afrios;

(b} Receive communications and hear witnesses and use such modalities of
procedure as it may deem appropriate;

(c) Recommend action to be taken in conerete cases;
(03] mummcmmuunmunmuummmmhm;

The Resolution was adopted by the Commission by 25 voles in favour none
againet and 5 absentions (France, Ifaly, New Zealand, UK and USA)

At the B4lst meeting of the Commission, on 22 March 1987, the Chairman
(Mr. Tbrahima Boye of Senegal) snnounced that the Working Group would be composed
ok : :

Mr, Felix Ermacora (Austria)
Mr. Luls Marchand ftens (Peru) .
. Ibrahima Boye (Semegal)
. Waldo Emerson Waldron Ramsey (UN Representative of Tanzania)
. Branimir Jankovie (Yugoelavia)
. N.N. Jha (India) (appointed later)

d Hoe W ield 44 meetings, 16 in New York (22 May to 9 June
1967), 10 in London (13 to 30 June 1967), 4 in Dar el Salgam (22 - 27 June 1967) and

14 in Geneva (from | August to 15 August).

The Working Group elected Mr. Ibrahima Boye (Semegal) as its Chairman and
later it was agreed that the Chairman would also serve as Rapporteur of the Working

Croup.

At the request of the Working Group, the Secretary-General addressed a
communication to the Governmeats of all member-States inviting them (o transmit
to the Working Group any information which would be likely to facilitate its investigation.
Only eleven substantive replies to his communiestion were received, the Goverlaments
of Argentina, Aud#h, China, Costa Rica, Jjamaics, Kuwait, Laos, Niger,
Philippines, Togo and Tunisia indicating that they had no relevant information.

RERE

+  Spams ors of the draft resolution: Congo (Dem. Rep.), Dahomey, India, Iran,
fraq, Jamaica, Moroceo, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Senegal and the
United Arab Republic (12).
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Also at the request of the Working Group, the Secretary-General sent a
communieation to the Government of South Afries, requesting the cooperation of
the Government of South Africa In the work of the Working Group.

‘The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of South Africa stated, inter
alin, in reply to the Commisgion's request "that the South African Government should
take positive action so that its treatment of political prisoners shall conform with
civilized standards of penal law and practice” ~

"I must state, in the first place, that the South African Government does not
consider itself responsible in any way to the United Nations or any of its Commissions
or Committeee for the conduct of its prison adminisiration or the treatment of
prisoners lawfully convicted by South African courts. Iam sure, in fact, that no
other independent State either, would be prepared to admit to such responsibility,
which would amount to an Infrigement of its govereignty."

The attitude of South African Government concerning the establishment of the
Ad Hoc Working Group was also expressed in a letter dated 17 April 1067 from the
Permanent Representative of the Republic of South Africa which (inter alla) said:

"1 should be grateful if you could consey to the Chalrman of the Commiesion
on Human Rights , the South African Govermment's sirong protest at this ddeivion
which constitutes a flagrant interference in the internal affalrs of a sovereign State
Member of the United Nations. The Government cannot accept the legal validity of
this resolution in terms of the Charter of the United Nations, and It is sure that
no other sovereign indepdndent State accept such a decision directed at it, either.”......

During its meetings, the Working Group heard 25 witnesses, of whom two
were, af their wish, heard in closed session. In addition, twenty-fove milneessmx
sfowbom  written statements were received by the Working Group from I3 of the
witnesees heard in publle,

Ag a result of these activities, the Working Group prepared a report (E/CN. 4 /950)
which was presented to the Commission on Human Rights at ita 24th sesaion (5 February
- 12 March 1988). The Commission had before it, in addition to the report of the
Working Group (E/CN, 4/050) a note by the Secretary-General reviewing the situation
referred to in resolution 2(XXII) of the Commission (E/CN.4/961/Add. 1)

® &
The Commission on Humsan Rights considered the report of the Working Group

at its 945th to 964th meetings held from 6 to 20 February 1968. It adopted two

resolutions 2(XXIV) and S(XXIV). Following are the main points of these resolutions.

2(XXIV)
mmmmum-mmmmmmm

recommendations of the ad hoo Working Group; The second decldes the
2d ho¢ Working Group by one jurist from Asia (N. N, mmmqm

The third paragraph: Mhﬂmt&nnﬂ:dmm
Working Group of Experts to include the following: () (i) (i) To Investigate
allegations of {I1-treatmdant and torture of prisoners, detainses or persons in police
custody in South West Africa, Gouthern Rhodesla, Morzambique, Angola and all
other Portuguese territories in Africa; (Iv) To Investigate, in partdoular, the |
mmnﬂmmwmﬂdwaphmm






‘."- -l-

authorities of nationals of South Weat Africa, a Territory under the direct responsibility’
of the United Natiomns; (v) A thorough investigation of the conclusion contained in
paragraph 1137 of the report E/CN. 4/860 ("The intention of the Government of South
Africa to destroy a raclal group ...... -hlnhmyumuh establish the existence

of the erime of genocide)”

This Hesolution was adopted by 22 In faveur, none against, and 6 abstentions.
(No roll-eall vote)

5(XXIV) Kmp Main points of the resolution: 2. Transmitsthe report of
the Working Group to the Special Committee on the Policies of Apartheid of the
Government of the Republic of Sguth Africa, the UN Council for South West Africa
and the Special Committee on the Situstion with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

3. Condemns any and every practice of torture and ill-treatment of prisoners
in South African prisonsr... as reflected in the report of the Working Group.

4. Calle upon the Government of the Republic of Bouth Afriea to conform to
the International standard minimum rules for the treatment of prisoners (Detailed ..
dezcription of rules follows).

This resolution was adopied unanimously.

Economic and Social Council and General Assembly

At its 42nd session the Economic and Socisl Counecil, in resolution 1236 (XLII)
adopted on 6 June 1967 at its 1479th meeting, welcomed the decislon of the Commission
Human Rights set out in its resolution 2(XXMI) adopted on 6 March 1967 and condemned
the Government of South Africa for refusing to cooperate with the United Nations
in expediting the work of the Ad Hoc Working Group

AL its 44th session, the Economic and Social Council in resolution 1333XLIV)

" adopted on 31, 5. 88, recommended to the General Assembly the adoption of the

resolution which was subsequently &dopted by the Assembly as resolution 2440 (X0T) .
on 19 December 1968 at the 1745th meeting. [

The resolution on the treatment of political prisoners (inter alia) -

... Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle against apartheid;

.+. Condemns any and every practice of lorture or inhumsn or degrading treatment
of detainees or prisoners in South Alrican prisons or pelice custody;

... Calls upon South Africa to Initiste tnvetigations into violstions mentioned in
the report of the Ad Hoe Working Group ...; to hbolish various laws under which
opponents of apartheid are detained; to release all political prisoners andto report
on the implementation of these measures to the Seerctary-General:

.« Asks member-States to encourage maximum publicity of the report;

... Asks the Peeretary-General to take steps to draw the widest public attention
to the report, and to report on the implementation of the resolution to the twenty-
fourth session of the General Assembly,

The resolution was adopted by 110 In favour to none against with 9 abstentions
(Ne. 11 call vote).
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NATIONS UNIES - UNITED NATIONS

SERVICE DE L'INFORMATION - OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES A GENEVE
INFORMATION SERVICE - UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA

Press Release HR/21
3 March 1969

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION SETS UP SPECIAL WORKING GROUP TO INVESTIGATE
o ALLFGED VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN OCCUPIED AREAS OF MIDDLE EAST

The Commisaion on Human Rights this afternoon approved a four-nation resolution
calling for the establishment of & Special Working Group to investigate allegations
of violations by Israel of the 1949 Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War in territories occcupied as a result of hostilities
in the Middle East. The Working Group would be empowered to receive communications
and hear witnesses, and is asked to report its conclusions and recommendations to
the next session of the Commission.

| The vote on the resolution (E/CN.4/L.1065/Rev.l), co-sponsored by India, :
Mauritania, Pakistan and Yugoslavia, was adopted by a roll-call vote of 13 in favour,
1 against (Israel), with 16 abstentions (Austria, Chile, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Finland, France, Guatemala, Italy, Jamaica, Greece, New Zealand, Peru,
Philippines, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela).

Immediatsly following the vote, M. R. KIDRON of Israel declaered that his Govern-
ment would not co-operaté in the implementation of the resolution and did not recognize
the competence of the Working Group to investigate observance of the Geneva Convention.

Under the four operative paragraphs of the resolution, the Commission:

—— Reaffimms the inalienable right of ell the inhabitants who have left since
the outbreak of hostilities to return, and calls upon the Government of Israel to
immediately implement the United Nations resolutions to this effect;

-~ Deplores Israel's continued violations of mman rights in the occupied
territories, particularly the acts of destroying homes of Arab civilian population,
deportation of inhabitants and the resorting to violence against inhabitants
expressing their resentment to occupation, and calls upon the Government of Israel
to put an immediate end to such acts;

s

Les communigués sont destinés & I'information; ils ne constituent pas des documents officiels

For use of information media; not an official record
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-~ Expresses its deep concern on Israel's refusal to abide by the Geneva .
Convention of 12 August 1949 relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, and calls once again upon the Goverrment of Israel to fully respect
and apply that Convention;

-- Decides to establish a Special Working Group composed of the members of
the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts, to undertake the following:

(a) to investigate allegations concerning Israel's viclations of the
Geneva Convention cited above in the territories occupied by Israel as & result
of hostilities in the Middle East;

(b) to receive communications, to hear witnesses, and use such moddlities
of procedure as it may deem necessary;

sixth session of the Commission on Human Rights;

—— Decides to include the question of human rights in the territ-uries'occupieﬂ
as a result of hostilities in the Middle East as a separate item of priority on
- the agenda of the twenty-sixth session of the Commission on Human Rights.

The majority of speakers in explanation of vote were those who had abstained

when the roll-call vote was taken on the resolution as a whole., Most said they

<abstained because, among other things, the resolution cut across action already
taken on this subject by the Security Council and General Assembly, superior organs
of the Commission, and because the Geneva Convention itself contained a prockdure '
for investigating such alleged violations, Thare was also objection to what several
speakers referred to as the one-sided language and hasty judgments contained in
several of the operative clauses of the resolution. :

The Commission will reconvene at 10:30 tomorrow, 4 Merch, to consider first
a three-nation Latin American resolution on the same agenda item introduced orally

(¢) to report, with its conclusions and recommendations, to the twenty- .

last week.
- ]
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