8415/8'3“ WIT gy

= 000 3dwr 2713 NN
?-120-1-1-10 n3n2
|

: |

16/03/2017 OoTR TN




® © 00 P @ 9 e © © @ © 0 o 0 o

4487 TUPT NP7M=-PIrn TIvmn . .
L - F Mo

T80 © B ,537 171 ") 9N

nf fxf 1500 :NY ,111083 KN .W A0 ,@ 0T
ATIe0 AI0IR T2

ITVA3I/0e
0"'"'1INK]

269 0% .0°"A0 YNIR AT 1EA ATUI A

1J°H 1981 T118PIN] KX1A® 77110 3 na2 1710 .1 qhbe t1AY
¥TN 1A8E 00719 OK G171 7103 O%K 183200 23 20 13T/
08 NE111 a7 Y

25.6.82-00 'AN “AIN3I2 PAUD O NSB) 1VI0 IR YN .2 7UDY
.1.3.83-0a T''BAEY NITHIVIA 1M1 em)

VITIMAL SNTEOA PIMG . RIONILZ TIBU] 11AD Y9°XE00 KE1i3
RI¥p1 80 JMAD.AINTIN NITINI B7°90% 087 11091 0V

0 170 GCININ T SN 19€67-79 A1 NITY) MIIICEIY ALY
MATIAT NINSIAD 9¥1  ANTRI N NI OF AEUEY N 1WIM 20
ANITDY 1217 11798 1)

RISUIG, NITDIPAA RIVIETIA T 90 18A) DIEIA N1IN 190D

17=1 R1*17P N1IKD 300-3 1J¥° AVINA. *ATINA 03000 RICBIpo
A1p01 P71.1967 NY INTH) NI*9NIE A €' 171 RICTIA® RN
T2 IATPI 1210170 ATPI122IN9 02 NpS0A NTT1°Y 1814 10K
N1 0L T'AT 71981, 132 071 1281] H7¢ mipioy niadw
AT 137 90111.0° 27WA G eones? 1°08 IRINIY €TI0 Tipan 0
BT YANIN 9 CTEO1 WIATEY ACRW CAY NIWTA NIINL 306
77182 170%) R1ITTUA B RCRIPED A CI2IIKG ¥ EI0CED R1C 13N
L1967 7 YND NC118p

“ININTA AN MAR RCTHEETT AnL ¥ 11 RCDpan DUAE R3T X
L197879=-1 p''lh 1128 14.6-7 1567/8-1 p''D 5.4 -0

Agu1an naean 1A » ARINER K> RINPPA% A3*%A *J3''70€ RITG?
NIE*¥Y 71 ROIIa 7T %8 12 9 1974 021171 YIAN 150 -1
g**171710 %171*A




4L

MWWPEN NPI-yinn 1Tien

. m . _. . . . .. . m__.:..._%._r_._ _.....__?1... .:__.sa._xn . o .. . .

e



()

20.9,.83

maon 9nap 5

D7N0Ea TWDON AN) nKn

"o opn Dohdn" 1170
s i
VNI BMON K3 ™

naTYn ial 9273 13 NAINS 1T AW WTOU Y381
LTSy 1oy HanY an "himapn" vRAR L NUR hinemn by

f/_//_’T:::;;ﬁlc B

J''2300 s 147 .8 10 2EhYn







EMBASSY OF ISAAEL LreEr TR

2 PALACE GREEN nanbd
LONDON Wi 408
Talegheaai §1-E17 808D

T"awn Vi% 7
1983 "a2nbBd 14

450 ap'2m%0

.D%33n/na0n 8

+0YNEUwa TWON AYZ),
«BDUD

« 117217 N300 DK

283 DIIIPD "YIZIT47VVIA

#THE PRALESTINE POST, 1Inya y*sI1nv 10K 2"3d

Yo *H%50 TIAYRA MY YT I'YFA NIRY REIMR

«NIBDI3 NIZIAP AW DYIY00VES QYDITIDOA

«02Ny*YI*Y

maTaa

S
.=
= |

YRE7 13 MY




fq
ad

Page 4

To the man in the street, economic c

conflicl seem of secondary importan
anything but economics.

On closer examination, however, ecommic considerations loom
None more so than in the

large in shaping Israeli policy and acti
vital question of water resources.

Alhe moment Isras! ks Fvng - metres, o 1 billion IH:H'::

. On "overdrafl” as far as water | mefres more th Gen
is concemed, according to Mpna i i
faay Ashkenazi, the Director L :

_of the Israell National Water | AS lsraef could not sed its

Company. ("Tha Jerusalem

Post™ 21.4.1983) water needs intemally, least

its covetous eye on thosater
resources of the neighturing
counfries. These restrces
were targeled by the Dwnists
even before the creatn of
Israel ilaglf when as farack
| as 1938, the Jawish

This “water overdraft,” drawn

fram  over-pumping  under-
g;nund sEOoUrces is estimated

at a cumulative tolal of 1. -

“0 lion  cuble  matres wﬁlijiﬂl
. equivalent of one year current
consumption. Even if over-

s pumping stops now, it will take
years for rainfall 1o replenish

these underground sources. His report, partly publish
1944 in a book titled 9

Aiready, the share of Israeli | tine : Land Of Promisé '

industry has been limitad to as the basis on which

5% of total resources - insuffi- water policies are b e

ciant to meet requirameants lel this day. - .

alone to cater for growth. The

lion's shara has to be diverted Broadly fhey can b

to personal consumption marised 25 -

{17%) and agricullure {70%) | (i) contral of the River

which even then covers only and its tributaries.

§0% of rrigation re- | (i) draimmg the

quiramants. marshes, and pumping
cess flow to irrigd

Mot only does lzrael face & | Negew

sevare shoriage of waler | (i) controliing the Litad

already, but that shortaga will | (30 milesinside Leba

grow much worse acCording | diverting its waters to b

ta the lsraeli Ministry of Power
inits 1982 Reporl. By 1980,
isrash requirsments are fora-

Soon sfter the creatia
fsrasl the lsrach |eade

cast at 26 bilion- cubic gievated these goals

_Tyre :
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rations in the Arab-Israzli
he conflict seems about

then
nothing.”

tinian

individual survival to resist. No
Arab country was involved
Tha lsraeli Mational Water
Carrier was constructed 1t
garry watar south to the

Negev Desert.

Turning the ather recommen-
dations into reality was not as
straightforward, howeavear.
Evar since the 1950s the
watler was has been waged on
three fronts; (1) the control of

gl the water resources of -
Palestine proper; (2) against |

Jordlan and Syria for the con-;

pnst Lebanon for the con-
pf the Litani

1) The West Bank - ine

water Hobbery

=5 witiun the area of
jestine occupied in 1948
Hulsh was drained. and
Mational Water Camer,
g water from the Hulsh
the illegally divertad
=r trioutaries of the Jordan
fimshed. That howeaver
s not enough to meel re-

uirements.

The occupation of the West
Bank in 1967 gave Israel adis-
advantage in the Waler

ar. The West Bank, baing
Jpe hilly part of Palestine re-
ad around 200 million cu-
maetras in rainfall

h of this seeped into the
round and drained westward
‘lgwards the Coastal Plain, e

meid: te lsaali  popu-
concentration. To
gallect this water which
provided 12-15% of |Israel's
.a system of small dams
g the coast

‘But now, military control of the
West Bank gave them control
owar its water in the sense that
tha West Bankers werg not
aliowed to dig artesian wells
for their own irrigation re-
guirements. Their davelop-
L mant was stopped in favour of
| the lsraehs.

is' now a major olfence for

ab farmers to dig wells or
pump more than allowed from
present wells without lsrael's
figence - and ths is almost
imposalple to obtain. This
more than anything else ex-
plains the sad and wilted Arah
fields side by side with brimm-
ing swimming pools in neigh-
bouring lsrasli sattiements, it
afso pepleing the deep sensa
of bittemess.

nalional policy. Dawid Ben
Guron, the first Prime Minister
declared in 1956 that lsrasl
was “waging a war for waler
with the Arabs on whose oul-
come depended the futurd of
Isracl. If that was is not win,
we _have - achiewnd

Draining the Huleh marshis
was the least controversials
all the project was within fn
portion of Palestine occuged
by Israel in 1948, The P=es
: was exiied and
oo ooeupied with the task of

of the River Jordan and (3)

(2) The Jordan Water
Front

* As for Jordan, itis not an exag-
geration to say that miodarn
Jordarmian  agriculture s
almost entirely dependent on
irrigation from the River Jor-
dan. To facilitata such irri-
gation, the East Ghor Canal
was constructed parallel to
the Rivar but at a higher ievel
so that irrigation can be
achieved by gravity flow
rather than by expensive pum-
ping. and 50 that water see-
page is minimised espacially
in the dry summer months.

A system of dams, wells and
-';canaﬁmsammnﬂmﬂmd -

 the-dam-at-Mukhaiba on the

™

Jordankbaing tha largest and

was lai=s supposed o be
come part of g larger injer-
Arab prosect ammed at expioit-
ing the othar Syrian and Le-
baness tributaries of the Fiver
Jordan o the Hasbani and
Bamias Rivers Talks and plans
ol action were conducted
ynder the auspicas of the
Arab League.

From the start Israal objected
ta the Arab project. The
Amaricans intervenad in 1953
by sending Mr C Johnstone,
the personal envoy of then
Prasident  Eisenhower o
*meadiate.” But like all Ameri-
can so-calied “mediation” it
came down squarely on the
side of Israsl.

Although almost the whola
length of the tributaries of the
Jardan on which the Arab irri-
gation projects were to be
constructad was in_ Arab
lands. . tha- Johnstona Report
gave Israel haif the total llow -
enaughs to- irmgate 100,000
acres. in lsrael, against
110,000 in Jordan and 8,000
in Syria.

mMoreover, it included joint
Arab-lsraeli construction pro-
jects which were perceived by
tha Arabs as an underhand
way of extending de facto re-
cognition to Israel - then ta-
hoo among Arab regimes. Tha
Johnstona recommendations
wara rejected by the Arabs
and work on gonstructing the
Arab irrigation schemes was
commenced.,

in the few years bafore the
1067 war, Isragli army and air
farce frequently bombed Arab
construction sites in north Jor-
dan and Syria to stop all work.
|zrael itsalt maanwhila forcibly

X

Warmouk (8. tnbutany-ai-the]

The Palestine Post

August 1983

and contrary to international
taw, dwarted the flow of thesa
triputaries ta suil its purpose.

The 1967 war itseif sattled the
issue in |srasl’s favour as the
Arah defeat stopped all
further construction work.
Only wark on the East Ghor
Canal and the Mukheibe Dam
in Jordan wenl ahead and was
recently finished.

However, lsraeli opposition
did not end thers for a covart
waler war is being waged
between lsrasl and Jordan
avan now. Tha Israsli news-
paper Ma'ariv said in its 25th
March 1983 issuae that Israel
= [ e - had —imtanbonally

amolished part of the East
. Ghor Canal in the summer of
1979,

Another lIsraell newspaper
Ha'aratz, also in March 1983,
ssid that @ "mysterious cok
lapse” of a very important Jor-
danian artesian well occurred
which the Jardanian
engineers "could not axplain.”
The collapse resulted in the
diversion of water to the israsi
sida.

news"
papers descrba Jordaman
water projects as inefficiant

and wastehul (Ma"ariv
18.51983) and advertise
Israel's well-digging

operations. This sort of press
campaign, it should be men-
tionad, always precedes sume
israefiaction, e.g. the invasion
of Lebanon n 1582 was pre-

caded with 3 large press cam-

. paign,

(3) The Litani - or why
Israel invaded Le-
banon in 1982

The escalating water shor-
tages have given lsrael's oid
ambitions of diverting the
waters of the Litani an added
impetus. As far back as 1919,
The Zionist Organisation, the
forerunner of the Jewish
Agency far Palestine (itsaif the
torerunner - of  post-1948
israeli Governmaent) includad,
among other areas shown on
the-map) all of southern Le-
banon in the area they wanted
te gas within “The Land O
israel.” This area of Labanon is
almost exactly the same area
which Israel and its  local
surrogates now occupy.

The fAow of the Litani is
estimatad at 8OO million cubic
matres annually which is more
than the S00 milion cubic
metres lsrasl has illagally
gained when it unilaterally
drvarted the flow of the upper
reaches of the-lordan tribu-
tanes -

Although, at this moment. no
work has yat begun on divert-
ing the Litani, this is largely be-
cause the area has just baen
occupied. Israal is still busy
with the military and political
task of turning its occupation
of southemn Lebanon into a
permanant one. Mo serious
person, however, shouid be
surprised if such work starts in
tha coming faw yesrs
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BRIEFING

144/14.2.82/3.08.,11

ISRAEL'S WATER POLICY IN JUDEA-SAMARTA

In 211 arid and semi-arid regions of the world there is insufficient water for
land irrigation. The area under cultivation in such regions, therefore, is deter-
mined primarily -by water supply, rather than by land availability. It is the
responsibility of the effective government in these areas 1o plan and implement D
the utilization of available water resources with an eye to two paramount con- .
siderations: (1) water rights; (2) long-term safe yield.

The concept of water rights has application to countries as well as to individual
farmers and communities. With regard to countries, there are "riparian rights" -
which mean that all countries bordering on a natural water resource such as the
Jordan River system, for example, have the right to share equitably in the use

of the waters of that system. With regard to the individual farmer, it means

this: someone who has regularly used a specific water source, or certain quantities
of water, for his Tivelihood has the right to continue using that water without

bejng disinherited by some other party and deprived of his traditional source of
livelihood.

These rights are subject, however, to another highly important consideration - E
that of long-term safe yield. A farmer's right to his traditional sources of

water does not mean that he can draw as much water as he likes. Excess utilizat-

jon over a period of years could seriously jeopardize the continued usefulness

of a source - either through depletion or through over-salination - to the detri-

ment of all who now make use of this water.

Furthermore, Israel firmly believes that, given the scarcity of water in this
semi-arid region, the available sources should be drawn upon with maximal
efficirncy - and then shared as equitably as poss'ble among all the inhabitants
of the area, always keeping in mind not only current requirements, but also the
needs of future generaticiis.

Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Information Division-Jerusalem
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.5 have been the basic guidelines for Israel's water policy in Judea-Samaria,
in the tountry as a whole. They will continue to guide the Government in this

ley, so long as 1t 1s in contral of the area,

: Policy in Action

. during the period of Jordanian rule in Judea-Samaria (1949-1967), there were

. restrictions on the amount of water local Arab farmers could pump from their
s, the only reason for this was that the Jordanians, during most of this
iod, had no adequate legislation on this subject.

ce then, Israel has been implementing the Jordanian laws (in this as in other
wins). Among other things, these laws empower Israeli staff officers responsible
'+ water policy in Judea-Samaria to require the installation of metres on water
rees and to restrict their output so as to prevent over-pumping and damage to
lie water resources. In 1977, the authorities began issuing licences for the
wing of water to well-owners in Judea-Semaria. The water-drawing ceiling sub-
uently approved for each well-owner was ten percent higher than the actual
ntity he had pumped during the previous year. Ceilings were raised, on appeal,
‘hose cases where it was determined that, during the base-year, less water had
on pumped than usual - whether because of equipment failure or for any other
sntable reason. The basic factor, in any case, was and remains: concern for
ntrol of the rate of exploitation, so as to prevent over-pumping and depletion.

the Record Speak

resent, some 300 wells in Judea-Samaria - most of them owned by Arabs, some

‘he Israeli Administration (now by the Mekorot water company) - serve Arab

ers and communitics in the area; 17 wells serve Jewish communities. Most of

frab wells have been sunk in areas where the groundwater table has, as a

1t of this intensive exploitation, been reduced to a dangerously low level,

wqent measures have had to be undertaken by the authorities, therefore, to

‘nt over-exploitation, and to make sure that this as well as future generations -
bs and Jews 1iving in the arca - will have the water they need for their

“rance. The fact is that already back in 1966, the Jordanian regulations we
tited prohibited the buring of new wells in three districts of Judea-Samaria -
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Jericho, Ras Far'ah and Kabatiyeh-denin - the reason being that the water-bearing
strata in these districts were already at that time over-exploited, so that further
pumping might result in a lowering of the table and the penetration of brackish
water.

In the first ten years of Israeli adninistration in Judea-Samaria (1967-1977),
twenty out of sixty applications from Arab inhabitants for permits to prospect for
water werc approved, Yet, because of the high cost involved (a quarter-million
dollars per bore), not a single new well was sunk by the applicants: A number of
wells, however, were sunk by municipalities or local councils and by the Israeli
water staff officer.

Most of the 17 Jewish-owned wells, sunk since 1967 for the Jewish villages in Judea~-
camaria, have been sunk into water-bearing strata never before tapped and, with the
aid of special equipment, have been drilled to a depth never before reached by Arab

prospectors. In no case has the sinking of a well for a Jewish village been allowed

adversely to affect the water supply available to the Arab inhabitants. In the very
few cases where a new Jewish well cavused the yield of an existing source of water of

frab villagers to diminish, the Israeli Administration took care to make good the
deficiency from the new source, at the same cost as would have been incurred by the
Arab users in producing the quantity in question from their own source.

The record, in this matter, speaks for itself: In +he first decade of Israeli
administration, the cultivated area under irrigation in Judea-Samaria was expanded

by 160 percent; the yield increased +welvefold; and income from agriculture, in

real terms, more than doubled (from $32.5 mi1lion in 1967/8 to $73.3 million in
1977/78. The main factor in this growth was the introduction, by Israelis, of modern
methods of cultivation and economical systems of irrigation.

Water for Daomestic Use

In granting drilling permits, the Israeli authorities give clear preference to water
for domestic use, especially drinking water. Thus licences are issued, whenever re-
quired, for the establistment of municipal water systems to satisfy the requirements
of modern sanitation; and even in the rural areas, where further drillings into the
aquifers that are already fully utilized are prohibited when these are for irrigation

s
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purposes, exceptions are often made when the purpose is to drill for drink-
ing water and the amounts drawn are not Tikely to be so great as to have an
adverse effect on the water table,

It is in this field of water for domestic use that some of the most dramatic
improvements have taken place since Israel took over Judea-Samaria in 1967.

No basic development had been undertaken, during the period of Jordanian

rule, to ensure a regular supply of water for domestic use. Most of the
area's inhabitants drew water for their homes from nearby springs or from
rainwater cisterns; piped waterwas available only in some of the larger towns,
and its supply was intermittent or rationed; the quality of the water was low,
and no chlorination was applied. In 1966, domestic water consumption in
Judea-Samaria was estimatled at only five cubic metres per person per year.

By 1973, six years after the start of Israeli administration in the area,

the figure had doubled, while in 1980 it stood at more than 20 cubic metres
per person - more than Tour times what it was 14 years ago!

In Tine with its policy of granting high priority to the supply of adequate
quantitics of water for domestic consumption, the Israel Administration places no
restrictions on the development of water resources for this purpose - even

if this entails greater exploitation of an aquifer that is already being fully
utilized, or necessitates a reduction in the quantities of water available

for agricultural purposes. Thus, the authorities have not only encouraged
municipalities in the area to drill wells near their towns and operate them
but, beyond that, have played an active role in supplementing the supply.

For those urban cenltres with no easily accessible aquifer nearby, the
Administration has developed regional systems that supply water to the peri-
pheral villages, while the supply of water to the residents of the cities
themselves is undertaken by the municipal water departments.

The table overleaf gives the breakdown, in comparative figures for 1966 and
1978/79, among four major municipal systems in the area:

G o e e




WATER CONSUMPTION - MAJOR MUNICIPAL SYSTEMS, JUDEA-SAMARIA

(in thousands of cubic metres)

1966 1978/79
bethlehem/Beit Jalla/Beit Sahur system 250 2,800
Ramallah/E1-Bireh system 850 1,900
Nablus system 180 1,440
Jenin system 460 1,285

Substantial improvements have been recorded in other aspects of water supply,
as well., Briefly summarized, these may be listed as follows:

1. Waterworks: In 1966, there were two public waterworks in all of Judea-
Samaria, at Abood and at Shibtin, supplying together about 50 cu. metres per

hour, or a quarter-million per year. Under Israeli administration, these two

have been enlarged and nine new regional establishments added, providing a total

yield of 1,670 cu. metres per hour.

2. Storage Pools: 1966 - 10 small pools, with total capacity of about 1,000 cu.

metres. Today - plus 10 constructed by Israel, with total capacity of 9,850 cu.

metres.
3. MWater Mains: 1966 - 28 miles. Today - plus 125 miles.

4. Supply System: 1966 - to public distribution points in 12 villages (no
extension to individual houses). Today - running water to consumers' homes
in 43 villages,

5. Measurement: 1966 - flow measurement mainly of surface water from 35
springs used by individual farmers; no chemical testing; and no measurement o¥
yield, or chemical testing on the area's 320 wells. Today - flow measurement
and reqular chemical tests on 120 springs and 320 wells, plus periodic measurc-

ment of water level in wells.

o
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6. Water Metres: 1966 - no metres, no control over quantities drawn. Today -
290 metres; since 1976, water quota fixed and enforced for each well (in accordance
with 1966 Jordanian law for control of natural resources).

Arab-Jewish Sharing

If the defunct "Green Line" (the old 1949 armistice 1ine) was never recognized

as 2 political border between Israel and the neighbouring Arab states - and,
specifically, between Israel and Judea-Samaria - it certainly is not recognized

by the region's underground water tables. As noted earlier, Israel has always
felt very strongly that these resources, like other major water resources in the
area (such as the Jordan River system) affecting varicus communities or countries,
should be tapped for the benefit of a1l the inhabitants of the area, Arabs and
Jews, with an eye to both the present and the future needs of the area.

Putting this belief into practice since 1967, when it took over the administration
of Judea-Samaria, Israel has introduced a water-sharing scheme that makes this
precious resource available wherever it is needed most, through reciprocal trans-
fers of water between Judea-Samaria and lsrael's territory within the Green Line,
according to geographic and economic considerations: the result of this arrange-
ment has been that Israel does not always find itself favoured in these "water
transactions." In 1978/79, for example, and again in 1979/80, the balance was
adverse for Israel.

In 1978/79, water measured at 1,069,000 cubic metres was pumped from Judea-Samaria
to Green-Line Israel (mainly from the Herodium waterworks to Jerusalem), while
2,098,000 cu. metres were pumped from Israel to Judea-Samaria (mainly to Ramallah
and the Hebron hill region). In 1979/80, a quantity of 2,734,000 cu. metres was
pumped from Israel to Judea-Samaria, as against only 546,000 cu. metres pumped
from Judea-Samaria to Israel, making an adverse balance, for Israel, of

2,188,000 cu. metres.

In the negotiations between Israel and Egypt on the autonomy scheme for the
Arab inhabitants of Judea-Samaria, land and water are two of the yet to be

resolved issues.




The Future

since the water potential of the area between the Mediterranean Sea and the
Jurdan River has been almost fully exploited, and there is a continually
qrowing need of water for domestic, agricultural and industrial uses, the

only hcpe for a cubstantial improvement in the situation 1ies in making new
cpurces of water available and in developing and perfecting techniques of
rendering otherwise unsuitable sources of water suitable for these purposes.
Israel has done a great deal of experimentation and pioneering work in this
ficld, and much of its planning for the future is based on the expansion and
further development of these efforts. Some of this work can be done independ-
entlv: but much of it will depend on cooperation, of one kind or another,

with Isreel's Arab neighbours. The following are some of the methods involved:

(1) Purification and utilization of sewage;

(2) Desalination of saline water;

(3) Increased efficiency in water consumption;

projects such as the Jordanian Ghor canal, east of the Jordan River,
which draws its water from the Yarmuk: -a major tributary of the Jordan
pivor - and the proposed Makaren Dam on the Yarmuk, with its estimated

annual flow of 500 million cu. metres;

(5) Cloud-seeding to increase precipitation;

(6) Israel's projected pipeline to bring water from the Sea of Galileé to
the Jordan River Yalley.

(7) Israel's projected canal-tunnel to bring water from the Mediterranean
Sea to the Dead Sea - (a) replenishing the evaporation-stricken Dead

sea, and (b) taking advantage of the 1300-foot altitudedifferential to
produce hydro-electric energy.

Obviously, the key to the long-term solution of the problem lies in regional
cooperation among the states concerned. There can be little doubt that, in the
context of peace agreements among a’1 the countries of the region, sufficient
water can be provided to satisfy all the needs of the population of Judea-Samaria,

Arak and Jewish, as of the region as a whole.

[l
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TRANSFER OF WATER SYSTEMS IN JUDEA-SAMARTA
TO MEKOROT WATER COMPANY

The transfer of the regional water systems in Judea-Samaria from the military

government to the Mekorot water company of Terael is not only a logical and

necessary step, from the standpoint of the efficient management of these syslems,

but it is clearly in the best interests of all the inhabitants of the area.

There are three water supply systems in Judea-Samaria:
(a) the urban and interurban sysiems, operated by the municipalities:

(b) independent systems operated by Israeli organizations on behalf of the

Jewish habitations in the area;

(c) regional systems operated, until now, by the military government.

The transfer to the Mekorot water company affects only the regional waterworks
operated and supervised by the central military government ("¢" above). This

applies to nine central water systems, most of which were established or deve-
loped under the Israeli administration.

In 1967, there were only two central water systems in Judea-Samaria, which
produced 50 cubic metres per hour. By 1980 these had been expanded, and
seven additional projects had been set up, yielding a total output of 1,670
cubic metres per hour. They are being transferred to Mekorot for reasons of
administrative and organizational efficiency, in order to save equipment and
resources. The Mekorot company, nowW assuming responsibility for operating
these networks, controls and operates most waterworks in Israel. 1t has the
necessary esperience, equipment and stock, as well as the cki1led manpower
needed to run the water systems of Judea-Samaria efficiently. In no case will
the present arrangement advercely affect the water allocalions to the populat-

Isracl Ministry of For i Affairs - Inf srmation Division -Jerusalem
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ion, nor will it cause employees to be laid off or have their rights infringed
upon in any way. The urban water system, morecver, will continue to be op-

erated by the Arab municipalities.

A comparison of the present water services with those provided under the
Jordanian administration shows a substantial improvement both in the quantity

of water supplied to the Arab inhabitants and in the quality of the services:

(a) Per capita consumption of water in Judea-Samaria has risen from
4 cubic metres in 1966 to B cubic metres in 1973, and 20 cubic
metres in 1980,

(b) The quantity of water stored in reservoirs has risen by 1,000
percent: from 1,000 cubic metres in 1967 to 10,000 cubic metres
in 1980;

(c) The total length of new water pipes laid was increased by 470
percent: from 28 miles under the Jordanian regime to approximately
150 miles in 1980;

(d) Measurements of spring flows and chemical tests have been introduced,
for the first time, on the output of 120 springs and 320 wells in
the area.

Israel has always felt that the scant water resources of this area should be
tapped for the benefit of all the inhabitants of the area, Arabs and Jews, with
an eye to both current and future needs. In line with this belief, Isra¢l has
introduced a water-sharing scheme that makes this precious resource available
wherever it is needed most, through reciprocal transfers of water betwen Judea-
Samaria and Israel's territory within the former armistice line of 1949,
according to geographic and economic considerations: the result has been that
Israel on several occasions has found itself at the short end of such "water
transactions" (as happened, for example, in 1978/79 and again in 1979/80).

Much of the water planning for the future is based on the further developwent
of past pioneering efforts and experimentation in this domain. Some of this
work can be done independently; much of it will depend on cooperation with
Israel's Arab neighbours. Obviously, the key te a long-term solution lies in
regional cooperation among the States concerned. And that can come only in a
region at peace.
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‘llﬂ-mn Isrui: -nd Egy nan :
Ministers - ymeet ~in
JAomorrow.  in - their Iatest

e e i s % l']‘
_ T:?A]thﬂugﬁ walter ; Jhaﬁ: long
= sbeen oneof ghe most sensitive
I o <5 | aspects; of,dsrael's; 14-yeir
mm;g to “reach ‘agreement ] ] hrud'. -nccumpun of the Wﬂt Bank,
P um‘um autonomy, one.sWest 3 in b ¢ dtay only, Fﬂ.m.t A0 fo
{r questions )irh:-ch ] & T :memunnﬂly in 19?9. Ir? ll;u? ]
h-t: deliberately excluded ders d %o - ear, foreign television team
2 ttgﬂtel':lt mscu;smn is Fone . +descended lon'; fhE"'ﬁn.‘lllr:ﬂh:e
o already *over- s i Mmhﬁ 0 qu-uthl uI El Auja toflmiits u
exploited water. resources ,in Sth Es smchén F'I.I_ptlu;uhn:
i ; s with shots

:H ‘at an Imsﬂi hbbut'.f nparih:..
=| "At..that «village ™ b
sraeli drillings weu blarhied
1:":3.1@'!.1::ll.lmllsﬂ:l HFor dr}rmg
‘a  spring“with', an
3 JPale average outflow, BF" i n'ulhun
nt mmaten in ‘an nilitarized _cub:c metres of Sweest ‘water,.

|-

me
il "IIJ]'

at least limited | Ilerp : "_;:nﬂ.rnmem
mgreement “on‘the. formation lln-:.?:rpute *nmhlmel It {whu:h “l:cl:ltﬂ:-ls all > water
_ an elected ‘autonomy EDuD-Pﬂ]snhﬂllm*ﬂlltﬂ:E Palesti- matters in the 'Nast Eank)

il i IHl‘lLI!IIHIiH“HIHllII:IFI

#would'~be¥ prepared argued that'the’d g up of
el:bmte]y o salinate ﬂmr the spring had nothing to do
ay -at last succeed” in main water.supply. - with the %srneh drillings, ‘and
=breaking the 17-month dead-& the Israeli stand eventually' appeared; to - be
—lock, it has not inspired "thlt the ' water supgly in the snﬁzd ‘when -the'' spring
= t:rnl.l:lunal confidence that}'region between the'Mediterra- gan'" to flow ' again in
otiations can produce:mean sea and the Jordan river abundance. : - -
suf ciently wide-ranging ‘is interdependent Mr Yaacov Statistics . supplied to The
'-'-t‘arm of self-rule either tol Vardi, a leading Israeli hydro- Times this week by Tahal, the
=shore up the Camp David logist said: “You have to look Israeli water planning corpor-
= processor 1o win cooperation .at the whole - area like one ation, go a long way towards
Frnm the 700,000 West Bank ‘ship. Tt is impossible to drill explaining Palestinian t:!

A]thnug this new approachg

- Palestinians holes and then hope that some ness over the water guest
4 Water has been a divisive of the cabins will not sink™. The 700,000 West Bank

Jissue in the area since the - By:an :.rnny -of history, the now consume berween 110
1ume of King Solomon and the “West Bank -is‘an .area where million and 120 million cubic
Quarrelling tibes of Israel.’ sm:l:u-deun conditions prevail metres of water a year, while

— At the root of the present uuﬂltu part of a region -only 20,000 ‘Jewish settlers
dispute is the premise that o own as the Fertile consume .about 22 million
whoever controls the WestsCrescent "I tis one of those cubic metres — a. figure

Bank's water will control the % places - where water is more which is rising as .numbers
~West Bank. precious than oil.” An Ameri- expand.
= lsrael's uncompromising can voluntary worker based in Mr Ibrahim Matar, an Arab
stand — insisting that the Jerusalem : explained. agricultural expert said: **The
resource remains  intirely “Although the subject is not lsrelis are in absolute contral
—under lsraeli jurisdiction — is widely discussed, it is capable, or OUr water resources. E“ﬁ
=reinforced by fears that Jif of producingia“gut reaction as w:ll is ’Enrq:lhls: equipped wi
=control were ever relin- strong .as’ x.l:lyl:hmg in ‘the meter COnSumMpHon
—quished, the Palestinians Arab- ll. conflict ;ruﬁcully peggad to0 the Iﬂrel
-could not only drive out Disputes “with the "'”"hsl in 1976.
—Jewmh settlers by cutting off oL over water go back for years.| - As —with - he- quemnn 4]-‘
wnterdiu 0. wreak '['he most  drastic example! land, 1o which; it «is closely
“havoc o e hcuunn'r_L in 1964 when Israel related, the ‘\question’ of water
ational*water supply. o= dnened the Jordan river as: in the West Bank lies at the
. The Gavernmentissconcern part ofsa natipnal=irrigation, heart of the Israeli concept of
: s from- the-littdle known 1plan and ‘- the' Arab states: Palestinian; } ‘autonomy.: (The
fm:t thttF Tsrael . draws | one threatened toturn’ away the| right-wing Guuerument ‘of 'Mr
Hehird = of “its “annual _‘water “water “at- its source, whu:h1 Menachem yBegin~ is! deter-
i consumption .of 1,600 million could have ruined Israel. mined never ‘to ‘concedd 'ﬂ'l'l.‘
- cubic “metres of water from | 'In the 1967 war, Israel made| control won - during the
the underground reserves of certain .that.it brought the| war, :while./ the
J:ur occupied 'Jordanian terri- Jordan Tiver's source in ‘Syria, remain! adlmm Ethatips :I:u:
ydrologists - have” under its .control. This pnrti:.r! concept of *Full cautonomy™
:huwn that s'ﬂﬁ llri‘-"i!-'llt explains its continuing reluc - must ' involve .atitleast bsome

Palestinian & the " mance to_give up the Golan! control: u‘f thrmun#nmnl -
western nlupu ol ;ﬁlmmn nghm,]_“_, ledymiy

T

Ten L T

[ T

T

te water su ly is a matter n!‘ hf: and de:th in Snma.na. where
ﬁm“‘ o ol labourer is working in.a field ... - . _hist voenys rm-J.
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l) curtail Df saspend individual frecdoms; disecriminote
|
against i?dividuals, groups, or other legal peorsoon-

alities on the basias of race, religion, sex, national

or athniclarigin, residence and citizenship:
.
2) alter its| jurisdiction, enlarge its powers, or affect
|
the status of the West Bank" and Gaza District:

3) conduct foreign relations.

Residual Pcwors and Responsibilities
Povers and responsibilities which are not tranaferred to the
SGA (AC) will be reserved to Israel.
Any change concerning the powers and rcspnnnihilitiun and the
‘. exercise thercof can be made only with the unanimous' agreement of

" t+he PFarties. ' ' b

Strocture and Procedutya

The SGA (AC) will consist of one body. The number of its
ﬂhcmhcru will be appropriate to and determined by the practical
functions %o be fulfilled by its members. It will allccate its
functions among its membors and will deternine the rules of prﬂ-.

ceduro relating to its ovmn ‘procecdings.

B,

Wator ot

l. The final settlement of the subject of water in tha Went

L]

1]
Bank and Gaza District will be determined in the course




T T O T T Sl R, T W, O T

of the negotiations on the final status which will start
not later than three yedrs after the beginning of the
transitional pcr;od.

2. During the trangitinnal period, every additional develop-

7 s * L] -
ment of water resources in the West Pank and Gaza District

I i |
\and their vuse will be based on the following:

8.  the present use of water by the inhabitants of the
West Pank and Gaza District and Israel will not ba
advcrneiy affcﬁtmd:

b. @ unanimous decision of Israel and the SGA (AC),

3. A joint bedy of Israel and the BGA(AC) will he aunthorized

to dcal with the changing nccds of wvater, and with tho

preparation of development projects for the benofit of
all those involved, which will be decided upon unanimously
by Israel and the SGA (AC).

4. Egypt, Israel and the United States will view with favor
the establishment of a regional body rcpresenting the
peoples of the arca in order to develop and use the water

resources for the benefit of these pooples.

The final settlement of the subject of lond in the ﬂesf pank
and Gaza District will be determined in the course of tho
‘negotiations on the finol status which will start not lotor
then three years aftor the beginning of the transitional

Period. ' .




Water in Judasa and Samaria

1) ' The number of waterworks of the Government in 1979 increased from
1to 9 (this does not include waterworks for Jewish settlements).

2) . The supply of water for these waterworks increased from less than
half a million cubie meters (M3) per amnum to 9 million M3 per annum.

3 In 1986, thers were only a few villages which had running water install-
atins (water was mainly supplied by wells and cisterns). In 1979, there are about 50
villages with running water instaliations,

4) The aim of the water supply policy of the military government is to supply
all the water needed for domestic purposes according to the demand of the increas-
ing population and increasing standards of life. .

it is the intention of the military government to supply an ever-increasing
number of villages with running water facilities.

Within the framework of this policy the execution of the following projects
should be secially mentioned:

8) The Herodian Water Project which is pumping water from two wells to
the entire Bethlehem and Hebron area.

b) The pipeline from Motza (pear Jerusalem) to Bitunia, which bas solved
the problem of water shortages { n the Ramallah arda.

¢) The Beith-Ibbo Project for Nablus and villages to the West of Nablus. .
d) The Dotan Project supplying Jenin and its vielnity.

The drilling operations of the [srasll water company, Mekorot have not
been at the expense of Arab farmers, but in some cases Arab farmers have
registered gains in thelr water supply as the result of such drillings. The 17
Mekorot drillings, for t'hl benefit of Jawish settlements in m-&marh; ware
all made with modern equipment, at a depth never reached before by any of the
local Arab farmers. Flve other wells have been sunk by Mekorot for the exclusive
use of Arab villagers. The 300 existing wells; drilled previously by Arab farmers,
are all nearer the surface than the new israell wells. Seven more permits bave
been {ssued to local Arab farmers by the Israeli authorities to execute additional

drillings of their own.







b

The modern Israeli drillings carried out in the vicinity of the village
of Auja and Lo the Valley of Fasael did not in any way affect the output of existing
wells. In the one case where Israeli drillings did cause a significant decrease
in the water supply of Arab village of Bardele, this decrease has been more than
compensated for: Arab farmers in the area this year received 3.5 million cu. m,
of watem from the new Israell wells - about half a million eu. m. (or 17%) more
thnthrﬂndnﬂnglmmthﬂrmmml

It is the duty of the military government 1o develop the water rescurces
of Judaes- Samaria by the most modern methods and In the most effective manner
known to it. The substantial increase in the agricultural output of Judsea-Samaria
in the last decade, as shown below, provides clear evidence that the Arab
of the area have significantly benefitted from Israeli development activities,

A marked improvement has taken place in the Arabe' agricultural output
mmwmuuimmwm. The following figures,
released by the Coordinator of Government Operations in Judaea and Samaria,
Israel Ministry of Defence, on 31 March 1978, speak eloquently on this score:

1987/8 1978/8
Agricultural Output in Thousands of Tons

Fleld Crops 23.6 84.9

Vegetables and

Potatoes 80.0 147.3

Citrus 30.0 4.1 .
Clives and other ‘
Fruit 75.9 128.8

Value of Agricultural Ouput in Millions of Israsl Pounds

Total 435.0 1,638.1
Income Originally in Agriculture in Millions of Israsl Pounds
Total 115.0 1,243.9

The Defence Ministry survey also noted that in 1874 the annual per
capita income among the rural population in Judasa-Samaria stood at 6§46 dollars
- an inorease of more than 500 percent over 1966.
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