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Mr. President,
Reference has been made this afternoon by various
speakers to the Council's invitation to the Mayor of

Hebron, Mr. Fahd Qawasmah, to participate in this debate.

Members of the Council will wish to know that Mr.
Qawasmah requested last week that he be permitted to travel
to Amnman and then to proceed from there to New York.

On the morning of Friday the 22nd of February, Mr. Qawasmah
was informed that on this occasion his request could not

be granted.

This took place many hours before the Tunisian Ambassador
made his request to the Council concerning Mr, Qawasmah.
Accordingly, on Friday afternoon, here in New York, many
hours after Mr. Qawasmah had been notified that his application

had been declined , it must have been clear to him and
all those behind him that they were purposely engaged in
a transparent exercise of duplicity in the knowledge that Mr.

Qawasmah would be unable to come to New York.

As I indicated in a letter to the Secretary-General this
morning, although Israel is under no obligation whataoever to
 permit the residents of Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District
' to travel abroad, its liberal policy in administering these

territories has also found expression in congistently facilitating'\
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free movement of the local residents abroad. This includes even
movement to Arab countries which regard themselves as being

in a state of war with Israel.

Mr. Qawasmah himself has been the beneficiary of this
liberal approach on numerous occasions and has been permitted
to travel extensively to various Arab countries as well as to

Furope and to the United States. '

However, the purpose of his intended trip on this occasion would have
been to  1lend support to Tsrael's avowed enemies in their
ongoing and concerted campaign of incitement and vilification,
and in this way to aid and abet them in their unrelenting

political warfare against _my..country.

Mr, Pregident,

Let me make one or two further obsexvations. .
As is well known, our enemies regard Judea and Samaria

as territories "occupied" by Israel, as the Representative
of Tunisia, for instance, stated again here today. According
to their argument, since Israel is an "eceupying Power,”

it is bound by the Provisions of the Fourth Ceneva Convention of 1949,

The least one can expect is that thcﬂe'espcuning such

views should make an effort at consistency. If indeed
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rgrael's conduct in Judea and Sazmaria is subject to the

Fourth Geneva Convention, as agsserted by them, I would invite

our adversaries to indicate under which provision of that

Convention they claim the existence of a duty for Israel

to permit travel abroad for the resident= of Judea and

Samaria. In fact, they know full well that there is no provision

in the Geneva Convention regquiring that the movement of the

local population outsgide the territories be permitted.

As I have already mentioned before, Israel as a rule facilitates

sauch movement in both directions, including movement to Arab

countries that regard themselves as being in a state of war

with Israel. In particular, Israel facilitates pilgrimages to
Mecca and fawily visits in both directions. This liberal

poliey of Israel, however, cannot serve as justfication

for making demends on Israel in excess of the provisions

of the Geneva Convention.

The only logical construction that can be placed on the
remuest by Tunisia to invite the Mavor of Hebron is, therefore, that the
Representative of Tunisia, as the Representative of the Arab States on
this Council, no longer regards Judea and Samaria as territories

"occupied” by Israel. It is somewhat bizarre though that such

a significant shift in Arab foreign policy ghould have been announced

L+
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in such @ roundabout way. I therefore invite the Representative
of Tunisia to state plainly and clearly that his countrv,

and the other countries he represents here, no longer regard
Israel as an "occupying power" in Judea and Samaria, and I
assure him that the implications of such a statement will be

given earnest consideration by my Government.

The question of the invitation of the Mayor of Hebron

again highlights the duplicity and hypocrisy of the Arab States
characteristic of their approach towards Israel ever since
our accession to statehood in 1948. In the last 32 years,
Arab governments have violated every conceivable universal
treaty, convention, United Nations Charter principle and requiremen ¢
in relation to Israel. The explanation offered by them has
been that they regard themselves as being in a state of war
with Israel. This, incidentally, has not prevented them
from systematically violating even the laws of war in respect of
Israel. But while they piously claim for themselves the privileges
of international law of war, they seek to impose on Israsel

duties that go even beyond those of the international
law of peace. They should of course remember that no State
can invoke in its favour benefits deriving from certain provisionsa

of international law, without at the same time being prepared
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to abide by the duties flowing from intermational law,

Reciprocity is, as we all know, a cardinal principle ‘@4 cornerstone of
international law. Regrettably, lack of reciprocity and

duplicity are the guiding principles of Israel's enemies in

their attitude towards my'cuuntry.

Mr. President,
In their statements and letters to the Security Council,

Arab Representatives and their supporters have made a concerted

effort to distort and misrepresent the gquestionsg concerning Hebron.

Hebron has always been a central link in the unswerving
attachment of the Jewish people to its homeland. The Hebrew
Patriarchs were buried almost 4,000 years ago in the Cave of
Machpeclah in Hebron, and ever since that time their burial
ground has been hallowed and venerated by the Jewish people.
Apart from two short periods following expulsions by the
Romans and Crusaders, Jews lived continuously in the city
for almost three millenia. In recent centuries it was
a community consisting largely of plous scholars and students,
Thia peaceful and defenceless Jewish communitv was massacred
by am Arab mob in 1929, when the forerunners of the present

PIO terrorists turned their fanatical hatred against them.

P
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The attackers did not spare women, children., or the elderly.
They destroyed Jewish houses, razed synagogues and burned sacred

Torah Scrolls.

In 1948, with the invasion and illegal occupation of
Judea and Samaria by Jordan, the entire region became "judenrein,®

and any Jewish presence was prohibited.

On 5 June 19€7, King Hussein spurned an official megsage
from Israel delivered through the Unitad Nations intermediary
inviting him to stay out of the €-day war which began that day,
Instead, the Jordanian occupiers of Judea and Samaria opened
fire all along the armistice lines with Tsrael and as a regult
of their renewed aggression, lost control of Judes and Samaria.
Since 19€7 experience has shown that Jews and Arabs can live

together peacefully in Hebron and elsewhere with a modicum

of mutual accomodation and without encroaching on each other's rights.

The enemies of peace and reconciliation, whose aim is to
torpedo any peaceful Arab-Israel coexistence, have delikerately
created incidents in Hebron and elsewhere in order to further

their belligerent designs,

What happened in Hebron on the 30th of January is a primary example

of their despicable modus overandi.

W g rg—
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on that day, Yehoshua Sloma , 2 young theological
gtudent in neighboring Kiryat Arba, was fatally wounded while
shopping in a market at the center of Hebron. As a result,

a curfew was imposed by the authorities on the immediate

area of the crime.

The purpose of the curfew was to facilitate the search

for those responsible for the murder. contrary- to-alileggations

made here, the curfew was not 4+mposed on’ the population
as a form of cnllactive punishment, and the greater part of

the city as well as the bulk of its population were not affected.

The curfew was lifted every day in order to allow
residents in the curfew area to shop for food. 1In the city
as a whole, except for the 1imited curfew area, life went
on as normal. It is complete nonsense to suggest that food
diﬁ not reach the city and its residents.

Incidentally, the assertion made by the Representative of Tunisia
to the effect that the curfew {s still in force is absolutely
untrue. It was lifted more than two weeks ago. Apparently,
news of this kind does not reach the Representative of
Tunisia with the same rapidity as those relating to Mr. Qawasmah's
travel plans.

puring the curfew, Moslem religious observances were
carried on as usual in all parts of the city except the mosque
erected over the Cave of the Machpela, known as the Mosque of

aAbraham, on the edge of the curfew area.

S S
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It has been falsely reported to this council that hundreds
of residents were detained by the authorities., To be sure,
some suspects wers detained for investigation, but their
number was limited. Most of them were relcased immediately,
and all were released as soon as thelr investigation was
completed. Reports that Arab residents were driven from
their homes attest only to the unbridled fantasy of their

authors.

Another recent incident in Hebron has been distorted and
twisted in a way typical of the mendacious propaganda
techniques of the Arab rejectionists. Arab youths started
hurling rocks at Jewish worshippers who had prayed at the
cave of Machpela. One of the rocks hit an elderly Arah man in
the eye, and blinded him., As often occurs in rejectionist
propaganda, this innocent victim of Arab religious intelerance was

touted as an example of so-called Taraeli brutality.

Tt has also been falsely alleged that the rights of
Moslems to worship at the Mosgue of Abraham have been revoked.
The arrangements to facilitate worship by Moslems and Jews
remain unchanged. These arrangements were brought to the
knowledge of the Council by my predecessor in his letter dated

1 November 1976 (85/12223).
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Under these arrangements, Moslem8 are able to pray in

their area 24 hours a day, every day of the week.

Jews are able to pray in their areas on weekdays and on
the Jewish Sabbath, as well as on Jewish holidays, in accordance
with accepted hours of prayer. However, on Fridays - the
Tslamic special day of prayer - Muslims are able to pray .
throughout the whole day : Jews, on the other hand, are limited to evening

prayers to greet the coming Jewish Sabbath. .

These arrangements were established with the greatest

cnnsideratioﬁ for Muslim religious csentiments and without

affecting or infringing Muslim rights. That these arrangements have been

working to the satisfaccion of all sides in itself refutes

the burden of the charges in the "information" supplied by

the Islamic Conference.

These, Mr. President, ave the facts, but how many .

States in this Organization care about the facts?

Mr. President,

In the light of all the abaove, I repeat that this debate

and the alements being injected into it are nothing but an

attempt by the enemies of peace to frustrate the peacs process, i
and to divert attention away from the real threats to international
peace and security. The whole exercise is transparent, and the

racism being displayed with regard to Hebron is monstrous. |
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Members of the Council surely cannot let this pass, without
reneging on the primary responsibility entrusted to them
for the maintenance of international peace and security,
in accordance with the Purposes and Principles of the Charter.
Thie debate flies in the face of the Council's mandate and all

that the Charter stands for.

We reserve our right to take the floor again to address

purgelves to other aspecte raised in the course of thiz debate,
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Excellency,

" I have the honour to transmit to you herewith
a copy of a letter dated 22 February 1980 addressed
to me by the President of the Security Council in
relation to the proceedings of the 2199th meeting of
the Council on the afternoon of 22 February 1980.
I should be grateful if you would bring the matter
of the invitation by the Security Council to
Mr. Fahd Qawasmah, Mayor of Al-Khalil (Hebron) to
the attention of the Government of Israel for its

urgeant consideration. .,

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest

Had Finhiaac,

Kurt Waldheim

consideration.

His Excellency

Mr. Yehuda Z. Blum

Permanent Representative ol
Israel to the United Nations

4!
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UNITED NATIONS {35 NATIONS UNIES

e =

FOETAL ADDNENT——SO0NEIEC FOETALE UMITED wa¥ime m, *  iiey
EABLE ADONESA——ADNEREE TELEGRAFHIEVE: WHATIBNE HEWYDRN

stramenca 22 Pebruary 1980

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to the decision taken
by the Security Council at its 2199th meeting this
afternoon in connexion with the item entitled "The

" situation in the occupied Arab territories" to extend
an invitation under rule 39 of its provisional ‘rules of
procedure, as requested by the Permanent Representative
of Tunisia to the United Nations in document §/13814,
to Mr, Fahd Qawasmah, Mayor of Al-Khalil (Hebron).

In %c:ordanna with the decision taken by the Security
Council pursuant to a further request of the representative
of Tunisia, T have the honour-to request you to bring this
matter to the attention of the Government of Israel in order
that Mr. Qawasmah may be pefmittaﬂ to address the Security
Council in New York, and thereafter to return to his post..

Accept, 5ir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

<l il

Peter Florin
Praesident of the Security Council

His Excellency
Mr. Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General
United Nations
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RIGHTS OF SETTLEMENT., AHD. UHTIL 1947 OWMED CONSIDERABLE
TRACTES OF PROPERTY THE EHTIRE AREA OF PALESTIHE HWaAS
DESICHATED AS A HATIONAL HONE FOR THE JEMISH PEOPLE aHD
THE ILLEGAL AMMEXATION OF JUDER AND SANARIA BY THE
HASHEMITE KINGODONM OF JORDAN CAMMOT NEGATE THAT RLIGHT

B. INTERMATIOMAL LAM DOES HOT PREVEHT PRESOHS MIGHIHWG TO
RETURN TO THEIR PROPERTVY TO DO SO MOR DOES IT PREVENT THE
BETTLENEHT OF GCOVERMMNENT LAND OR PROPERTY HHMICH DOES MWOT
IRVOLVE THE DISPLACEMENT OF EXISTING POPULATION. OH THE
CONTRARY ., IT ERCOURACES THE CONTINHUATION OF RORMaAL DAY TO
DAY LIFE THERE CAN BE HO DOUBT THAT THE RIGHT OF JEMS TO
PLAY A PART IH THE FUTURE EVYVERY-DAY LIFE OF HEBROW IS5 A
JUST REFLECTION OF THE CITY'S PAST AS A CENTER OF
RELIGIOUS TOLERAHCE AHD HARMOMNWY

5 FOLLOWING THE ESIX DAY HAR OF 1367 AND AN EHWFORCED
ABSENRCE OF HIHETEEH YEARS JEWS RETURHED TO HEBEONW aT
FIRST THEY HERE PERNMITTED BY THE HILITRARY GOVERNMENT TO
RESETTLE OMLY THE ANCIEHT SITE OF EYRIAT ARBR. CLOBE BY
HEBRON JENISH PROPERTY HITHIN HEBROH ITSELF HAS WHOT
IMHEDIATELY CLAINED AHD REMALNED ENPTY THIS PROPERTY
IRCLUDED FIVE HOUSES ABANDOMED IN 1929 AMD UNTIL 189427
ADMINISTRATED BY THE JORDAWIAN CUSTODIAM OF GBESENTEE
PROPERTY IN 1S67 THE ISRAELI MILITARY GOVERMMENT acC

TO COHNTROL OF THE PRODPERTYW

[ THE CURRENT DESIRE TO RETURN TOD HEBROH RELATES TO THREE
OF THESE HONES: ALL OF MHICH ARE UNIHHABITED ANHD HAY BE
PUT TO USE NITHOUT ANMY DISRUPTIOMN OF THE ARAE POPULATION
OHME OF THE HOUSES HAD BEEN LEASED TO UHHRA BY THE
JORDAMIANS AMD.: ALTROUGH THIS OQRGCAMNISATION DID MOT MAKE
FULL UBE OF THE PROPERTY. ITS STATUS., UMDER LOCAL LAM
REMAINS THAT OF & PROTECTED TEMANT IH CONFORNMITY MITH
IHTERHATIOHAL LAN ISRAEL HILL RESPECT THIS STATUS

F THE CURRENT MNECOTIATIOHME AMONWG THE COVERNWNMENTE OF
ISRAEL EGYPT AND THE UNITED STATES OM THE ISEUE aF
AUTONONY AHD THE ESTABLISHMENMT OF A SELF-GOVERMNIHNG
AUTHORITY FOR THE PALESTIMIAH ARABS OF JUDEA AMD SAMARIA
ARE PART OF AN ONGOINGC PROCESS RIMED AT THE SETTLEMENT OF
ALL IGSUES ARISIMC FROM THE MWARE WHICH THE ARARB STATES
HAVE HACED AGAINSY ISRAEL. THEIR SUCCESS CAMNOT BE EMNSURED
BY A UNILATERAL INPOSITION OWH OMNE OF THE PRARTLIES OF THE
FORFELITURE OF ALL ITS RIGHTS PRIOR YO0 AGREEMENT ARD

MWPR NPYAR-PIND TIeN L

HNITHOUT ANY SICH OF CONCESSIONS BY THE OTHER PARTIES
THE HEGOTIATIONS. THE FUTURE OF HEBROH MUST BE SOUGHT
THE LESSOHS OF ITS PAST - A CITY WHOSE ORIGINS GO BACK
THE CONMOR FOUWDER OF ALL THREE MOWOTHEISTIC FRLTHS
ABRANAN. ''THE FRIEMND'®' A CITY WHOSE DIFFERENT PEOPL
FAITHS HAVE LIVED TOCETHER THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES
HAPMOMY ANMD HMUTUAL TOLERANCE

ISRAEL BELIEVES THAT ANY KIND OF FUTHRE ARRANGEMENT
JUDEA AND SAMARIA CAH AND MUST EQUALLY INUCLVE JEMWS
ARABS LIVIHG TOGETHER S1I0DE BY SIDE IH PEACEFUL COEIST
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07.088,%3180.,%31486., 7310, 8108: P77 20N 807 108 90
OB BIWE,392TH 290 TH 19T TH1AAT0A,. D N3850 . TN
1160




"y

e

=13 _pPan b

'k
0"a%a
MB*nY navv
'3?2{81 13%eh

agYon

- I?ﬂlﬂ‘ﬂ11 phgn TN Y
e BI8d  nee

15'2'q9___1'1an

_3:'—73 /}?E:L__ « Q0

JURUD ,2 VI3

1102303y 79

-

YNIT3N 1SR BY3Y OYayIe , oYnown

-RBRITDA AyTIAn 1§n$

nb\wn'uw

v
L v




A mon iS22
STATEMENT

BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES TO THE UNITED NATIONS

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

ON THE
GRAVE SITUATION ON THE OCCUPIED PALESTIN&AH

CITY OF HEBRON IN THE WEST BANK

rl

At the behest of the Organization of the Islamic
Gﬁnfarenca headquarters in Jedda, Saudi Arabia, the Per-
~manent Representatives of the members of the Organization of
thyllslanic Conference, convened an extrasordinary meeting at
the United Nations on Friday, February 15, 1980 to deli-
berate on the very grave and dangerous sifuatinn which
has arisen, in c;nﬁequence of the brutal punitive measures
which the Israeli foréas nf occupation, in collsboration
with the racist, fapatical and illegal Israeli colomizers inm
the vicinity of al-Khalil (Hebron) and, particularly the
armed colonizers of Kiryat Arba', have perpetrated and con-
tfnue to perpetrate against the unarmed 50 thousand inha-
bitants of this Palestinian City.

The facts of the situation are as brutal and
appalling as they are in heedless and blatant violation

of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 relative to the




protection of civilians victims of occupation. They are
in flagrant violation of the wmost fundamental human rights
and the universally recognized principles of civilized

behavior.

1,

Following are the established facts of the

situation: . ”

*

1. On January 31, 1980, an Israeli soldier

was shot and died of his wounds by an unknown assailant,

acring on his own, possibly in response to the incessant

and mounting provocations and assaults by the Israeli

colonizers of Kiryat Arba', overlooking the City of Hebrom.
2. BSuch incidents are a daily occurrence in

most countries of the world, including large metropolitan

areas which are not victim of foreign occupation, such as

New York. The police forces in such cases investigate

the incident with a view to ascertaining the identity of

the individual assailant, in accordance with the accepted

processes of law. Nowhere else in the world do the police

departments recact to such a lone and isolated incident by

4

subjecting the inhabitants of a whole city, men, women

and children to curfew and hardships.
3. Under the brutal and hate-ridden Israzeli
occupation, the Israeli armed forces, in cellaboration

with the armed Israeli c¢colonizers went berserk.
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4. A total curfew was imposed upon the entine popu-

lation of the City of al-Khalil {Hﬂhrnn}.whlch lasted for
eleven consecutive days and nights.

5. Large contingents of the Istaeli occupation
forces, descended upon the unarmed cityJand subjected all
the .inhabitants to ruthless, systematic and abusive searches,
including indiscriminate break-ins into the homes of the

hapless civilians, physical assaults and the destruction of |

11 e A W !

furniture and other helongings, "ﬂ{.-- R R R T
b 1 Il! 1

\ﬁ | TR N \
4ha dccupnt:un forccs aehled off the City of
4l-Khalil (Hebron) and ereqtad barriers leading in and out
of the city, thus disrupting all comwmunications and isolating
8l1-Khalil (Hebron) from the rest of the West Bank while con-
tinuing their relentless searches.

7. The occupation authorities, furthermore, pro-
hibited the Moslem inhabitants of al-Khalil (Hebron) from
performing their Friday prayers in the Holy sanctuary of
al-Haram-al-Ibrahimi mosque, one of the holiest and oldest
Islamic places of worship in occupied Palestine. To aégra+
vate this provocative beh*ﬁiar, they invited the colonizers
of Kiryat Arba', curfew notwithstanding, to pray illegally
@t this Islamic sanctuary. A large influx of Israelis came
'‘especially to al-Khalil (Hebren), in a calculated act of
pruvac;tiun.

8, The Israeli intruders indulged in & deliberate

act of desecrating the Holy sanctuary.




10. While numerous innocent civilians were |
detained, the Jewish students at a religious school in
Kiryat Arba' Israeli colony engaged in stone-throwing of
tho Arabs in the area as well as in destroying the funiture
and breaking the windows of the homes 6f the local popula-
tion. A member-of the attackers fired at the poepulation

-

from a machinagun.

11. The population of al-Khalil (Hebron) were for-

bidden to travel to the East Bank of Jordan. Fifty truck-
loads loaded with citrus and other féuits and vegetables
were detained thereby causing these perishable commodities
to rot.

12. The Israeli Minister of Agriculture Ariel
Sharon, Chairman of the Ministerial Committee on Israeli
colonization of the occupied territories and Hamir, the
Israeli Minister of Education, urged the Isrseli Council of

Ministers to settle Israeli holonizars in the heart of the

ﬂfty of al-Khalil (Hebron). Mr. Fahd al-Qawasmi, the Mayor

of al-Khalil (Hebron) retorted: "If the handful of Jewish

families which had lived d4n al-Khalil (Hebron) until 1920

Hn;e to be permitted to live in al-Khalil (Hebron), then the

Palestinian people who owned and lived in Haifa, Jaffa and
the other cities, towns and villages of Palestine and who
had been forcibly expelled from them in 1947-1948 should,
likewise be allowed to return to their homes in Palestine,"
Subsequently, the Israeli Cabinet approved the settlement

of Israeli colonizers in the heart of the city.
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The Israeli occupation authorities 1ifted the 11-
day curfew on Sunday, February 10, 1980. Such ":éllac-
tive punishment" against a whole city, is reminiscent of
the notorious prﬁctﬁces associated with—the facist occupiers A
of Europe during World War II and, which the Jews themselves :
amongst the European populations were victim.

The despicable ﬁehavinur of the fsraeii occupation

is but a continuum of that dark era and its racist, exclu-

sivist orientation.

An even more ominous development which the members
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference view with the most
profound concern, has been the Israeli occupation's annexa-
tion :and on-going conversion of one of Islam's most venerated
and historic mosques -- the Ibrahimi Holy Sanctuary -- into
virtually & synagoge, leaving to the Muslims small cronies
and cramped spaces to perform their woxrship.

The world wmust know that the Iﬁrnhimi Holy sanciuary
iﬁ.ﬂ 1000-year 0ld structure built entirely by the Islamic
World, as a symbol of veneration to the furefather of all
our prophets Ibrahim-ul-Khalil, upon whom be peace. 1Its
5tl{us over innumerable centuries has never been contested.

The status quo relating to this pacred Islamic site,

has been recognized for over one thousand years, including the
era of the British Mandate over Palestine which ended in

1948. The only entitlement that the Jews had been accorded
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during this long span had been a permission to visit a

few steps in a stairway exterior to the I"_Id.'_.'_l}:_s.anc-t.uar}'
itself which comprises the Grand Mosque.

The Islamic World is presently confronting blatant Ty
aggression against the Mosque itself and the conversion of 11
a very substantial portion of its premises into a synagogue, , -
in violation of the status quo relative-To Holy places, .
established raliginur: and proprietary rights and the seizure ' .
and vsurpation of a Holy sanctuary built and owned wholly .
by-the Islamic foundations and communities since one thousand
years. .

In view of the extreme gravity of the situation in
al-Khalil 'Hiubrnn) and its potentially explosive dimensions,
the Representatives of the members of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference condemn in the strongest possible
terms the Israeli brutality and apgression against the
Palestinian City of al-Khalil (Hebron), its unarmed inha- .
bitants and usurpation and desecration of their mest sacred .
religious sanctuary therein.

The Conferees resolve that the dangerous situaetion
in‘al-XKhalil (Hebron) should be brought to the attention and
consideration of the Security Council, with a call for pronpt
remedial measures to bring Israeli aggression and brutality

in al-Khalil (Hebron) to an end.
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The Islamic group,recalled in this connection all

the relevant resolutions adopted by the past Islamic Conferences!

of Foreign Ministers and particularly that of the I0 th. Is]am%

i

Conferene held at Fez , Morocco from 8 to I2 May I979, which

had condemned in the strongest terms the Israeli occupation of

Palestinian lands, called upon all Muslim states and peoples
with the support of the world community to struggle with all
means at their disposal to @nsure unconditional Israeli

withrawal form all the occupied Palestinian and Arab lands

and the restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian

pecple.

Thae Islamic group,reiterated the siong condemnation
of Israeli desecration and usurpation of the sacred historic
and religious sites in both Jerusalem and Hebron, as well
as other sites in the HHDly.land.

| The Permanent Represetatives of the Member Countries
of the Islamic Conferenceresolve to take the necessary steps
to call upon the Security Council to take prompt and efisc -
tive measures tobring forthwith to an end these acts of
. aggression in violation of all the norms of international
law and precepts.

The Representatives of the Islamic Conference Organi-

autinqjmaatinq today, Friday , February I5 , 1980,decide to
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make all the necessary recommendations and take appropriate

a i : F
mesures to bring these ominous developments in the occupied
]

territories to various international organizations and forums, |, '

and, recommend ,after serious consideration, to bring Israel's
{ .
aolossal violations of international law before the Inter..- 3

(]

national Court of Justice at the Hague .~

Issued in New York , Friday

February 15 , 1980
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Lotter dated 11 Februery 1380 from the Permanent Obgerver of
the Paleatine Liberation ‘Organization to the United Nations
addressed to the President of Security Council

- Upon instruotions. of the F.:mmlt-‘l;ﬂ Committee of the Palestine Tiberation

S

Orgonization, T have the honour to call to your attention the Isreeli cabinet's
declaration of yesterday, to the effect that the Israeli Government has no obinntiem
to Jews living in the city of Hebron.

This latest decision underscores the Zionists' intenticn to continue their
I?Dlif‘y of Il!“'l'rlﬂ""inﬂ amad ﬁn"'r"'l'lI!--t:Lnn T Ponlectinimn land and homeo i bhhe u:f._u_pi.-fd

territories. In this case, the Zionist ection is obtrusive and direct. Not content
with the establishment of settlements on the fri nge of Palestinian towns and cities,
the Zionists have now elected to promote the trensfer of an alien population Into
the heart of a city whose character, history, end population is indelibly
Palestinian,

Sueh a policy, vhen implemented, will exacerbate the already high level of
tension hetween Pulestinians and Zionists, not only in that city but throughout the
oocupied Palestinien lands, Violence, including bloodshed, will be inevitable.

1 am called upon to request that you take immediaste action to prevent the
renlization of such a Zicaist scheme, which would further wviolate the Charter and
resolutions of the United Hations as well as the Fourth Geneva Convention, I am
elso requested to urge you to take action to end the prolonged, illegsl cecuvation
of Palestinimn territory which is the primary scurce of the threat to pesce and
stability in the entire area.
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Lettor dated 14 February 1080 from the Permanent HeEr93enf5£ij§ of

Egypt to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Gener

My Government views with sericusness the decision of the Israeli Government
to allow Israeli citizens to settle in the Arabd city of Al-Khalil (Hebron) in the
occupied West Eanl.

I would like to inform you that Dr. Mostafa Khalil, Egypt's Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, addressed, on 13 February 1980, an urgent
mensnge to the United States Secretary of State, Itr. Cyrus Vance, drawing his
attention to this decision by the Israeli Government and to the gravity of sueh
meénsires which reflect a noticeable escalastion in Israel's settlement poliey in

Falestinian occupied territories. 1
In his message, the Prime Minister of Fegypt emphasized that the illégal , .
Isrmeli policy in the oecupied territories violates the principle of the .

inndnissability of the ncquisition of territory by war as provided for in Security
Comneil resplution 2Lp (1967), which contitutes the framework of the Camp David

‘s Agreewents and is considered as one of the mein elements in the present efforts

'towards the establishment of peace in the'aven. The Prime Minister stressed that
such Teraeli ppliey:

4+ Increases tension in the area and poses a threat to its sscurity:

@. Leads to a weakening of the Btates of the area vis-d-vis external dangers:

3. Conflicts with the Cemp David Agreements in letter and spirit and sffects
the prospects of a successful conclusion of current efforis to establish full

outonowy in the West Bank and Gaza towards a Just solution of the Palestinian
question:
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b,  Constitutes a challenge to United States commitment expressed by
President Curter. in his recent State of the Union message to work for the' A
establishment of full autonomy in the West Bank and Gaza and the resolution of the
Palestinien question in all its aspects., . e Al T = '

The Prime Minister of Egypt hes urged the United States to toke a firm stand
ngainst Terael's persistance in its illegal settlement policy which is totally
rejected in form and contant by Egypt, the Arab States and the entire world, .
including the United States.

I would like to inform Your Excellency also that, upon hearing of the Israeli
decision, an official Egyptian spokesman stated that the Government of Egypt
expressed its surprise and deep concern at the Govermment of Israel's decision to
allow its citizens to settle in the Arab eity of Al-Khalil in the occupied Vest
Bank and to expand the Israeli settlement of Kiriat-Arba by building 1,400 new
housing units in sddition to establishing three new settlements.

In his statement, the spokesman deplored this TIsraeli decision which violates
the Geneva Conventions in letter and spirit and United Netions resolutions.
Furthermore;-thid decision constitutes an obstacle in the negotiations for the
establishment of-full Palestinian autonomy in the West Benk and the Gaza Btrip.

It is certain that the timing of the decision does not help the cause of peace in
the area and is considered a step backwards.

I kindly request that this letter be circulated as an official document of
the General Assembly, under the items entitled "Question of Palestine" and
"Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories”, and of the Becurity
Council. T o ' y

(Sizned) A. Esmat ABDEL MIGUID
; Anbassador
Permanent Representative
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No Temple Mount prayers by Jews
till regulations issued, court rules

By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH
Jerusalem Fost Reporter

The controversial decision by
a Jerusalem Magistrate permit-
ting Jewish prayer on the Temple
Mount was overruled yesterday
in the Jerusalem District Court.

A three-judge panel, headed by
Judge Miriam Ben-Porat, ruled that
eight Betar youths who attempted
to pray demonstratively on the
Mount Temple last year were gullty
of behaviour likely to cause a
breach of the peace. The eight had
been acquitted last January by
Magistrate Ruth Or, who declared
that Jews had the right to pray
on the Temple Mount Judge Or's
decision was originally held to be
the cause of the widespread riots
which followed on the West Bank.

The District Court bench
which also included an Arab and
an Orthodox Jew ruled that
Jews had an  unguestioned his-
torkcal and legal right to pray on
the Temple Mount, but this right
could not be exercised untll the
awthorities had adopted regulations
fixing tha time and place for such
prayers, and measures for the
maintenance of public order.

MNoting that the Moslems for the
past 1,300 years have also regarded
the Temple Mount as holy, the court
gsaid “in view of the sensitive and
dangerous situation prevailing
against the intercommunal back-
ground, the exercise of the Jewish
right of prayer on the Temple

Mount is charged with grave dan-
gera to public order as long as no
regulations are adopted."”

Instead of urging the adoption of
such regulations, the court noted
with apparent understanding the
reluctance by the Religious Affairs
Minister until now to do so. The
Minister cannot be suspected of in-
difference to the guestion of Jewish
prayer on the Temple Mount, the
court said, Presumably, he has not
formulated regulations “for good
reasons” — whether because of re-
ligious hesitatlons about permitting
Jews to enter the area where the
Holy of Holies might have stood,
or for political reasons, or both. As
long as he declined to draw up re-
gulations, sald the court, prayer by
Jews on the Temple Mount is ban-
ned because preservation of publie
order was a consideration overrid-
ing the right of Jews to pray there.

"We are not discussing here Jews
who go to the Temple Mount to talk
to their Creator in good faith, but
of praver by a group of Jews toge-
ther,"” said the court.

It repeatedly emphasized the san-
gillvity of the issue "Even if we
look at this matter only from the
viewpoint of a united Jerusalem, we
must conclude that this is a mat-
ter which requires extreme delicacy,
Real unification must be based on
mutual trust, which is not easily
acquired.”

Despite the lengths to which it
went In spelling out its reasoning

{in & 19-page decision) the court
declared its uncertainty whether it
had the authority to deal with the
case at all. It referred to the Order
in Council issued by the British
Mandatory authorities in 1924, dep-
riving the courts of the country
from dealing with any “cause or
matter’ In connection with holy
placea, Thias responsibility was vest-
ed in the governing authorities.
Previous decisions in Israsli courts
have held the Order in Council to
atill be the law of the land.

The court asked the Religious Af-
falrs Minister, acting in this matter
a8 successor to the Mandatory High
Commissioner, to decide whether
the case is within its jurisdiction.
If Minister Yitzhak Raphael (at pre-
sent abroad) decides that it is, then
the court declared the eight youths
guilty of the charges and asked
that the matter be returned to Ma-
gistrate Or for sentencing, If the
minister decides that the matter is
not judiciable, the court declared,
then all court proceedings in the
matter — including Magistrate Or's
ruling — would be vold, In this case,
the court said, the Knesset and the
Government might take up the mat-
ter of Jewish prayer on the Mount.

On the bench with Judge Ben-Po-
rat were Judge Yussef Haj Yihye
and Judge Yehuda Weiss. Jerusalem
District Attorney Michael Kirsch
argued the case for the State At-
torneyas Dan Meridor and Dov Shi-
lansky represented the defendants.
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Temple Mount decision

The High Court of Justice dis-
missed  a petition for an order wisi
calling upon the Minister of Police
to show cause why the police should
not refrain from violating the peti-
tioner's freedom of access to the
Temple Mount,

The petitioner, an orthodox immi-
grant from Denmark, walked 1to
the Western Wall one Saturday
morning, and after saying prayers
there decided that as he had never
been to the Temple Mount he would
go up to the southern part of It
which in his opinion was not pro-
hibited to Jews by their religlous
lawa.

He passed through the
Gate without any dJdifficulty but,
thinking that he would Ilike "to
watch the Jewish groups praying
there," he approached a policeman
and asked him where Jewa prayed.
The policeman, alive to the fact
that there had been disturbances
that morning on the Templa Mount
and that there was a general atmo-
sphere of ‘tenslon (something un-
beknown to the petitioner), reacted
by asking the petitioner what he in-
tended dolng on the Mount and
when the Ilatter replied that he
might also pray there, the police-
man asked him to leave.

The petitioner thereupon insisted
upon his right to remain on the
Mount, After a prolonged argument
with the policeman, and other mem-
bers of the police force who had
jolned him, during which the police
tried to persuade the petitioner to
leave the Mount and he remained
obdurate in his refusal to do so,
he was arrested. He was taken to
the police station on the Mount
(which necesaitated his walking
right across the area) and then
driven to the police station In ‘town,
where he was released an hour
later after promising oot to return
to the Temple Mount that day.

The petitioner subsequently peti-
tloned the High Court of Justlce,
who nsked the Attorney-General to
send a representative to the hearing
on the petition because of the sen-
aitive oature of the subject.

The petitioner appeared on This
own behalf and Mr, R. Yarak, As-
sistant State Attorney, appeared for
the Attorney-General.

DECISION

Justice Berinson, who deliverad
the decision of the High Court, firet
considered the petitioner'scomplaint
that he had been compelled to cross
that part of the Temple Mount
which ia forbidden to orthodox Jews.
First, he sald, if the petitioner were
80 concerned about obeying the pre-
cepts of the Jewish Law concerning
the Temple Mount, he could have
been expected to heed the warning
of the Chief Rabbls, displayed at
the gate of the Mount, that entrance
to the Mount was forbldden to Jews
for fear they might desecrate their
holy of holles.

Mount

High Court of Justice
Decision

Before Justices Beringon
amnd Shereshevsky

In the Supreme Court Sitting as

Etzioni

Herluf Cohn, Petitloner, v. Minister
of Folice, Respondent (H.C, 89/76)

The

LAW
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Edited by Doris Lankin

Secondly, and malnly, he conti-
nued, the pollceman to whom the
petitioner had addressed himself
{in & mixture of English and He-
brew) had apparently received the
Impreaslon that the petitioner in-
tended praylng on ‘the Mount and
would not move from thers until
he had done s0; and had also got
the further impression from the
petitioner's general behaviour — his
contentiousness and refusal to ac-
company him to the police station
— that the petitioner had not come
to the Temple Mount in all in-
nocence. In the clreumstances, there.
fore, no exception could be taken
to the manner in which the police
had behaved towards the petitioner.

Justice Berinson then went on to
point out that the High Court had
recelved a statement from the State
Attormey’s Office, declaring that the
petitioner had a fundamental right
of accesa to the Temple Mount in
accordance with The law, and that
this had never been in dispute. The
statement declared also that It could
be assumed that no-one would bother
te find out If the petitioner, while
visiting this exalted place, wished
to commune with his Creator or not,

But i he sought to pray demon-
stratively that was a different mat-
ter. The State Attorney had further
declared, continued Justice Berinson,
that the Minkwter of Police and his
aldes had never intended, and did
not intend in the future, to inter-
fere with ‘the petitioner's freedom
of access to the Temple Mount, nor
had they any intention of arresting
him for no good reason and most
certainly did not hapire to force him
to transgress Jewlsh relligious pre-
cepls,

In the light of the above declara-
tion, held Justice Berinson, the pe-
tition was completely superfluous,
and §f the petitioner had gone
directly to the Minister of Po-
lice In the matter he would
have receilved full satisfaction
from him. However, It would depend
more on the behaviour of the peti-
tioner In
in charge of keeping law and order
on the Temple Mount how he would
be treated.

For It Ia common knowledge how
sensitive the subject of the Temple
Mount is, and this neceasitates the
exercise of maximum care and dis-
cretion, as every small Incident on

the future than on those.

the Mount could have serious reper-
cussions. For thls reason it was
understandable that the police ahould
be particularly anxious (o prevent
any act, or suspicion of act, of the
nature of that which the petitloner
had demonstrated his wish to per-
form, and there was no cause for
the High Court to interfers with
the police’'s exerclae of thelr discre-
tion when this depended so much
on the particular conditions prevail-
ing at the particular time.

Juatice Berinson concluded by re-
ferring to H.C. 222/88 (2 P.D. 24/
141) in which a petition to be al-
lowed to pray on the Mount had
bean brought. It may be recalled,
he said, that In this earlier case
the High Court had decided, by
majority decizion, thalt the matter
was not justiciable because the Pa-
lestine (Holy Places) Order-in-
Council (which provides that no
matter in connection with the Holy
Places ghall be determined by any

court) was still in force,

But at the same time the Pres-
ident (Justice Agranat) had dis-
tingulshed belween the right of
access to 'Holy Places, which is
guaranteed by the Protection of
Holy Placea Law, 1967, and the

right to worship at them, holding
that the latter right comes within
the province of the Government and
nol of the courts. Furthermore, each
of the five justices who had sat on
the bench at the time has emphas-
ized the special care demanded from
the Government when handiing so
senaitive a subject as the Temple
Mount,

Petition for order nisi dismissed.
Decigion given on March 21, 1878,

25.3.1976
THE JERUSALEM

POST
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PROTECTION ©OF HOLY PLACES L AWST21-1967.

1. THE HOLY FLACES SHALL 3E PROTICTED FROM BESE{:HAT'IQ!! AND ANY
OTHER VIOLAT iON AND FROM ANYTHIIG LIKELY TO ViOLATL THE FREEDOM
-~ OF ACCESS OF THE MFMBERS OF THE DIFFERENT REL |G ION¢ 'O THE PLACES
gﬁﬂﬁ‘sﬂ TO THEM OR THEIR “EELING WITH REGARD TO THLSE : i
LAG Eu
2, (A) WHOSOEVER DESECRATES OR UTHERWISE VIOLATES ; HOLY PLACE
" -~SHALL BE LIABLE TO IMPR|3ONMENT FOR A TERM OF SEVE! VEARS,

(B) WHOSOEVER LCES ANYTHING |.IKELY TO VIOLATE TIE FREEDOM OF .
ACCESS % THE MEMBERS OF THE DII'FERENT RELIGIONS T( THE PLACES
SACRED THEM OF THEIR FEELING WITH REGARD TO TH(S: PLACES SHAL

HE LIABLE TO IMPRISONMENT FOR A TERM OF FIVE VEARS.

Jo THIS LAW SHALL ADD TO, AND NOT DERCGATE FROM, Al'Y OTHER LAW.
4o THE MINISTER OF RELIGIOUS AFAIRS IS CNARGED W1 H THE  IMBLEME
TATION OF THIE LAW, AND HE MAY, AFTER CONSULTATION WITH. OF UBON
THE PROPOSAL OF, REPRESENTAT IVE: OF THE RELGIONE (ONCEENED AND
W THE _CONSENT OF THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE MAKE REGULATIONS AS TO
ANY MATTER RELAT ING TO SUCH IMPIEMENTAT |ON.

a;Ejg ;; LAW SHALL COME INTO FORCI. ON THE DATE OF IT! ADOPTION BY T
;(lh » I8N0 0V Y00 T9 amDT DY e e - S pirh oawe (
oy TR = 11V PIN 220 29 Y0 0w o' T oa e ) Tl Tad

QYTIND OS2 MIATN W 01 SONW TNPA3 XA Ui Tde NP .

AV TeD 3w et T $vE sooes e ,222/68 XAT3 J11J NUY

TN 2% X .:17::1"! 1SN DDA OVTIN'D ekl mwod DY nY
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able to pray throughout the whole day, whereas Jews will be limited to evening

prayers unlv,to greet the incoming Jewish Sabbath.

The need for these new regulations arose after a series of Muslim harassments to Jewish
prayer, including the holding of Muslim funeral processions during the Jewish prayers

and Dervish rituals during Jewish prayers, as well as damage to Jewish ritual objects such
as the tearing of the ceremonial mantle from the Holy Ark and setting fire to objects

in an adjacent storeroom used by Jews praying in the Cave. (It should be noted that
Muslim funerals generally leave from a mosque, while Jewish tradition forbids the pres-

cence of a corpse in a synagogue.)

It should be emphasized that no existing priviliges of the Muslim community were in- .

fringed.
L4
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A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM
by B.C.Luria *

This survey will not deal with the protracted periods of the First and
Second Temples, when Hebron was a city in Judah and the Cave of Machpela a
sanctuary for the entire people. It will deal, rather, with the history of
the Cave after the rise of Christianity, and later of Islam, and show that
cooperation between believers in different faiths is a fact of antiquity.

In every epoch in which the population of Hebron and its surrounding villages
was composed of Jews and Christians, or of Jews and Muslims, the Cave was a

place of prayer for both faiths. Here, more than in any other venerated

site, an atmosphere of tolerance and respect between members of various
religious groups prevailed. A short historical synopsié-will prove that
the Muslim fanaticism, which brooked no entry to others, is only a few

generations old and has no historical precedence.

Under Byzantine Rule

Antoninos Foacentinos, on pilgrimage from 560 to 570, writes: "In that
place (Hebron) there is a basilica with four lines of columns, with the
centre uncovered. JInside Is a dividing wall and the Christians enter on
one side and on the other side the Jews enter and burn much incense... .
And in this manner Jews come from the whole surrounding area and bring much

incense and many candles and give alms to the caretakers." .

Yehuda Elizur finds proof of this division in the present positions of
the tombs: "The contemporary visitor to the building over the Cave of
Machpela finds that the mosque (originally a Byzantine-Crusader church)
contains only two markers, indicating the tombs of Isaac and Rebecca (the

graves themselves are, of course, in the Cave under the building). The

* from "Maariv", 17.11.72
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markers for Abraham and Sarah are in the north entrance to the courtyard

and the markers for Jacob and Leah outside the mosque across the courtyard.
According to Antoninos' description, the site was divided between the ruling
Christians and the Jews, descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The
division was, therefore, not purely technical in nature, but rather subjective.
The Christians allowed the Jews their forefather Jacob (also known as Israel).
The resting place of Jacob and Leah accordingly remained outside the church.
The Christians took the other Patriarchs and build a church over their tombs.
It is probable that the division agreement included access for the Jews to
the burial sites of Abraham and Sarah, which are thus to be found in the
entrance to the church and not entirely inside. After the Arab congquest, the
church was transformed, unchanged, into a mosque. The Muslims made no effort
to alter the internal division of space and it testifies to a Jewish presence

fifteen hundred years before."

Following the Arab Conquest

An Arab source, four hundred years old, recounts that, when the Christ-
ians of Hebron were forced to hand the city over to the Caliph Omar (638),
they completely destroyed the magnificent church which had stood over the
Cave and hid the gates with earth so that the Arabs would not know the loca-
tion of the holy Cave. (We now continue with a Christian suurcez, evidently
from the end of the tenth century, but referring to the same period and
events,) But when they (the Arabs) who came to Hebron marvelled at the strong
and beautiful building and at the walls (around the Cave) and at the fact
that there was no entrance open to them, Jews who had remained under Greek rule
in that area came up to them and said to them, "Give us your protection to live
in similar conditions among you and allow us to erect a synagogue before the
entrance (to the Cave), and we shall show you where to erect the gate. And

80 It was."”

Alfasi and A.A\rissarscnnnluda that the demand must have been based on
some earlier right or precedent. Thus, it is probable that, even before this,




there had been a synagogue and burial place on the site, in the fifth or
sixth century, but that these had been destroyed by the Byzantine rulers
and the request made to Omar the conquerer was based on an earlier situation.

With evidence from fragments found in the Cairo genizah, I.Berslavr4
concludes that, immediately after the Arab conquest of Hebron, the Jews
obtained permission to remain as residents and were allowed to build a
synagogue at the entrance to the Cave, A Christian historian of the Crusades
relates: "They (the Jews) erected an entry there and this infidel people
passed through there with bare feet. Inside the Jews built themselves a
prayer-house and they decorated it in a marvellous manner.” The four-century-
old Arab manuscript also speaks of Jewish rights during that period: "A long
time after (the conquest) a synagogue and Jewish burial place were to be found

in the courtyard of the Cave of Machpela."

The genizah fragments mention a number of Hebronites with the honorific
title, "Servant of the Patriarchs" - this indicates that the Cave was partly
in the hands of the Jews and that their notables were appointed to "serve

the Patriarchs", that is, they looked after the synagogue there.

It is said of one Hebronite, "He rests with the eternal fathers,"
that is, he was interred beside the Cave. This burial shows that the custom
of using the Field of Machpela as a cemetery prevailed at that time.
Benjamin of Tudela recounts: "And there (in the Cave or the Field) are many
containers full of the bones of Israel, for they would bring their dead
there to this very day,” Rabbi Shlomo the Orphan, a Palestinian who lived
at the time of the First Crusade, also writes of this custom: "Even today,

all those around Hebron send their dead to Hebron."

The Arabic author al-Mukadesi (end of tenth century) writes that within
the haram of Hebron was a guest-house, a well-established institution with

cooks, bakers and even servants who passed out portions of lentils and olive




0il to all who came. It seems that adjoining the Jewish synagogue was a
Muslim guest-house and the two institutions existed side by side for generations,

Under Crusader Rule

In the year 1100 the Crusaders conquered Hebron, They transformed the
mosque and the synagogue into a church and monastery and expelled the Jews,

Sixty-six years passed and it seems that the Crusaders' hatred of the
Jews diminished. When Maimonides visited the Holy Land in 1166, he went to
Hebron as well, and writes: "I went out from Jerusalem te Hebron to kiss the
tombs of the Patriarchs in the Cave. And that day I stood in the Cave and
prayed...” Obviously a Jew was able to visit the Cave of Machpela even though
the entire building served as a Christian hospice and monastery. Five years
after Maimonides, Benjamin of Tudela,too,visited Hebron. From what he says,
we find that the Crusaders had not removed the Jewish burial place, because,
as we have mentioned, he saw "many containers filled with the bones of Israel".
Evidently the cemetery was still in use under the Crusaders because, again
we have mentioned, Rabbi Shlomc the Orphan, who lived during the First Crusade,

writes that "all those around Hebron send their dead to Habron".

Entry to the Cave for Jews was not then strictly forbidden, as it was
from the nineteeth century to the Six-Day War. Benjamin ralatess: "There is
the great platform which they call St.Abraham (the Crusader church) and it was
the gathering place of the Jews in the days of the Ishmaelites (the Arabs) and
the non-Jews made six tombs there and named them after Abraham and Sarah, Isaac
and Rebecca, Jacob and Leah. And they tell the erring that these are the
graves of the Patriarchs and there they give gifts. But if a Jew comas there
and gives payment to the guard of the Cave, he will open an iron door which is
attached to the building of our fathers and the man will go down the stairs
with a lit candle in his hand and he will descent into the Cave..." Benjamin
paid the watchman because he wanted to go below, but the visit to the upper

storey was free to all.




We hear similar testimony from Rabbi Petahia of Regensberg, who visited
Hebron in 1176, From his tale it is clear that the Jews of Acre were in the
habit of visiting the Cave and knew it in detail. They warned him not to
believe that the markers in the building above were the graves of the Patriarchs,
the real tombs being in the Cave, and he paid the guard, who opened the gate
to the Cave for him,

In the last years of Crusader rule, hatred of the Jews triumphed and
they were, it seems, forbidden to enter the Cave, Rabbi Natanel the Priest
relates that, to enter the Cave, he disguised himself as an "erring one" in

other words, as a Christian pilgrim.

The Second Arab Conquest

Arab tolerance ebbed following the expulsion of the Crusaders. At
first, the Muslims were harsh only with Christians. Then their venom was

directed against Jews as well.

Rabbi Shmuel, son of Rabbi Shimonﬁ, visited the country in 1210, in the
first generation of renewed Muslim rule. He attached himself to a group of
Jewish pilgrims from Egypt led by the Rosh Golah,(Exitarch), who carried a
letter from the Caliph Mohammed. "And the man (the Rosh Golah) entered and
we could not enter."” But Rabbi Shmuel was persistent. He and two others from
the group appealed to Hatzbah (a Hebronite Jew), who helped them, presumably
by paying the guard. Rabbi Shmuel writes: "We entered in the middle of the
night when the guard came for us and we went down about twenty-four steps in
a4 narrow place where there is no room to go right or left and there we saw
the sanctuary. And we saw three markers and the place was six hundred years
old. And it is beside the Cave and we prostrated ourselves and asked for mercy."

The traveller John of Mandeville (1336) writes that, because Christians
and Jews are as (little) important to them (the Muslims) as dogs, they say that




they cannot go into such a holy place. Another traveller, Ludolf von Sochem
(1340) tells of a different attitude: "They do not allow any Christian to enter
it (the Cave) but they permit them to pray at the entrance. They allow Jews

to enter, who in my time paid to do so.”-

The right to maintain a synagogue within the Cave was not re-extended
to the Jew after the overthrow of the Crusaders. Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura
(1488-90) says: "There is a small window in the wall before the Cave and they
say that this window goes down opposite the grave of Patriarch Abraham, and
Jews are permitted to prostrate themselves and pray at this window. But
beyond the wall before the Cave, they cannot enter, and I prayed before this

little win&nw."?

0f the wagf (Muslim religious trust) of the Cave of Machpela, Rabbi
Ovadia said: "All of Hebron and its fields and property are of the Cave of
Machpela. Every day they distribute bread and cooked lentils or some other
pulse to the poor, whether the poor of Ishmael or the Jews or the uncircum-

cised, for the glory of our Father Abraham."

Muslim bigotry and dislike of Jews continued to grow, and, from the
nineteenth century until the Six-Day War, the Cave was closed to all non-
Huslims.3 Jewish pilgrims of that period all testify that Jews were permitted
to go up the south stairwayg to the seventh step, to the opening in the wall
and no further. There they would pray, and throw in written pleas to the

Patriarchs.

After the Six-Day War, the Cave was opened to everyone, irrespective of
religion, and thousands of Christian tourists, also now visit it. No one will
cast doubt on the claim that the site should serve as a place of prayer for
both Jews and Muslims. Our common ancestor Abraham, purchaser of the Cave of

Marchpela, was known for his love of humanity and tolerance for his fellow-men.
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NOTES

Information on this subject was gathered and arranged by Oded Avissar in

Sefer Hevron, Jerusalem, Keter, 1970.

Sefer Hayishuv I, p.4l.

Sefer Hevron, p.28.

Leheker Artzenu, notes to p.96,

Masaot Rabbi Binyamin z.l., ed. Nathan Adler, p.27.
Parma Manuscript, ed. Shraga Shultz.

Igrot Eretz Yisrael, ed. A.Yaari, p.126. Rabbi Ovadia says, "I was in the
Cave of Machpela and over it is a large building of the Ismaelites."” This
is probably a mistake as he says that he was not permitted to enter the

building and he prayed outside.

Only a few non-Muslims visited the Cave in the last century. In 1882 the
Prince of Wales visited it by virtue of a special permit from the Sultan.
He was accompanied by the scholar Conder. The first scientific description

was made by the French investigator L.A.Vincent in 1922.

These stairs were removed after the Six-Day War.




THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH AT HEBRON

The overriding principle of Israeli policy regarding all Holy Places has always been
to guarantee free access to members of all religions and to ensure orderly conditions
of worship to members of every faith. This policy, as successfully applied in the
Cave of the Machpelah, lies in stark contrast to that of the Government of Jordan,
until 1967, which continued the tradition of recent centuries of granting access to

the site only to Muslims.

1. Historical Background

The Cave of Machpelah is one of the holiest places in the Land of Israel. The purchase
of the Cave from the sons of Heth by Abraham and the burial of the Patriarchs on the site
is recounted in the Book of Genesis (23:2-20: 25:9-10: 49:29-31: 50:12-13). .

Over the ages, the Jewish community of Hebron has regarded itself as the guardian of

the Cave, which has always been a focus of Jewish pilgrimage.

Islamic tradition has sanctified the memories of the 'prophets'', Abraham, lsaac and
Jacob, and the Cave therefore became sacred to believers in Islam. Christians regard
the Cave of Machpelah as holy since it is mentioned in the 0ld Testament; churches

were built over it during the Byzantine and Crusader periods.

During the Byzantine, early Muslim and Crusader periods, the site served as a place of
worship for believers of all three religions residing in Hebron and its environs; |t .
was a focus of tolerance and mutual respect among members of the different faiths.

However, following the Mus!im reconquest of the country from the Crusaders, Sultan .
Rukan-al-Din Baibars decreed (1266) that Jews and Christians were forbidden to enter

the Cave. This prohibition was maintained for centuries, and neither Jews nor Christians
were allowed, as a rule, to enter the Cave. Those rare visits which were allowed were

usually made possible thanks to bribery, and depended on the whim of the local ruler.

Jewish pilgrims during those centuries all testify that Jews were permitted to ascend
the south stairway only as far as the seventh step, to an opening in the wall of the
buildings over the Cave, and no further. There they would pray, and throw In written
pleas to the Patriarchs.

This deplorable situation persisted until the Six-Day War of 1967,

/.




. The regulations are as follows:

Thereafter, the Cave was once again opened, for the first time in literally hundreds
4
of years, to worshippers of all religlions It is now visited annually by thousands

of Christians as well as Jews.

2. The Regulations of 8 August 1975 concerning the Cave

These new regulations are based on Israel's experience since 1967, as regards both prayer
and visits in the Cave. They provide full consideration and respect for the requirements

of religious ritual as well as for the feelings of all believers.
The aim was not to divide the Cave, but to arrange schedules and areas of worship, within

the Cave, which would enable believers of all faiths to pray in their own way and visit

their holy tombs without inconvenience.

a) Entry and exit

|. The eastern gate will be used for entry and exit by Muslim worshippers.

The scuthwestern gate will be used by Jewish worshippers.

3. The western gate will be used by tourists and visitors of all faiths

Areas of Warship

1 Muslims - Hall of Rebekah and lIsaac, Jawliya Hall, Yusufiyya Halls.

Jews - Hall of Abraham and Sarah, Hall of Jacob and Leah, balcony and courtyard

linking the two halls.

Visitors and tourists will be able to visit all areas at times when no prayers

are in progress.

Times of Worship

I. Muslims will be able to pray in their areas 24 hours a day, every day of the week.
Jews will be able to pray in their areas on weekdays and on the Sabbath, as

well as on Jewish Holydays, In accordance with the accepted hours of prayer.

However, on Fridays - the Islamic special day of prayer - Muslims will be

2/.
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THE HEBRON INCIDENTS

THE TOWN

Hebron - site of the Tomb of the Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and of the Matriarchs
Sarah, Rebecca and Leah (known also by its biblical name, Cave of Machpela) - was a town
of ghinterrupted Jewish residence from ancient times until August 1929, when 60 local

Jews were killed by an Arab mob, and the remainder of the Jewish community fled.

There was no Jewish return to the Hebron area until after it came under Israeli control

as a result of the Arab-Israel war of June 1967. Even then the Jewish community rebuilt

there was not in the town of Hebron itself, but nearby. The Israel Government decided that

the optimal way to organize life in the Hebron area was to allow the Arab inhabitants

to develop their city as they wished, in keeping with their own way of life, and to '
allow the establishment, next to Hebron, of a Jewish settlement bearing the ancient name

of the City of the Patriarchs - Kiryat Arba. Arab Hebron was not to be replaced by a .
Jewish town, nor was cne to be established within the municipal boundaries, but the two

were to co-exist, side by side, with each growing and developing in its own way.
This remains the basic aim of the Israel Government today.

THE TOMB

The Cave of Machpela is one of the holiest places in the Land of Israel. The purchase
of the Cave from the Scons of Heth by Abraham - Father of both the Jewish Feople anhd the
Arab Pecple - and the burial of the Patriarchs on the site is recointed in the Book of

Genesis (23:2-20). As such, the Cave has always been a focus of Jewish pilgrimage. .

Islamic tradition has sanctified the memories of the "prophets" Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, .
and the Cave therefore became sacred to believers in Islam. Christians regard the Cave
of Machpela as holy since it is mentioned in the 0ld Testament; churches were built

over it during the Byzantine and Crusader periods.

During the Byzantine, early Moslem and Crusader periods, the site served as a place
of worship for believers of all three religions residing in Hebron and its environs.
However, following the Moslem reconguest of the country from the Crusaders in the 13th

century, Jews as well as Christians were forbidden to enter the Cave.




Jewish pilgrims during those centuries all testify that Jews were permitted to ascend

the south stairway only as far as the seventh step, to an opening in the wall of the
buildings over the Cave, and no further. This humiliating situation persisted until the
Six-Day War of 1967, when Hebron came under the control of the Israel Defence Forces.
Thereafter, in line with Israel's standing policy and practice of ensuring free access to,
and worship in, the Holy Places of all religions, the Cave was once again opened, for the
first time in literally hundreds of years, to worshippers, pilgrims and visitors of all
faiths, and specific areas and times were designated for Jewish and Moslem prayer in the

cave.

ACTS OF DESECRATION
the whole, the modus vivend{ thus established was observed by both sides, permitting
and orderly sequence of religious worship by members of the two faiths, as well as visits
.y the general public. Yet, from time to time, there have been disturbances of the peace
and, on a number of occasions, Moslem worshippers interfered with Jewish prayer services

at the Tomb, or committed acts of vandalism and arson against Jewish ritual objects.

At the urging of the Israeli aunthorities, in order to minimize tensions and prevent
violence, the Jewish worshippers refrained from reacting to these incidents, but this

did not prevent their repetition in various forms.

On the evening of 1 October 1976, Jewish worshippers arriving for prayer in the Cave
found that one of the ceremonial mantles in the chamber had been torn and cut and
another was missing. Early the following morning, several Jewish youths entered a

W ayer room used by the Moslems and overturned a book stand containing copies of the

‘ran. scattering them on the floor.

The Israeli military commander of the area met with the local Arab religious and political
leaders, expressed his regret at what had happened and promised that the police would
launch an immediate investigation. At his regquest, the Moslem leaders undertoock to
exercise their influence to calm the populace, 0 as to preverit ‘dny furthér outbreaks of
violence. The two Chief Rabbis of Israel issued a similar appeal to the Jewish public.

On 3 October 1976 however, the eve of Yom Kippur, several hundred Arab youths broke

into the cave of Machpela during the Moslem prayer-hours, tore up eight Torah scrolls

and prayer boocks, and vandalized the Holy Ark and other sacred objects. A police
investigation team was promptly appointed to identify those responsible for the vioclations
of law and order, both Arabs and Jews, and to bring them to justice speedily and impar+




tially. Israel's twoChief Rabbis called for restraint and moderation. The Mayor of
Hebron and Moslem religious leaders expressed their shock at the incidents, and apolo-
gized publicly for the desecration of the Torah scrolls.

The former Mayor of Hebron, Sheikh Ali al-Ja'abari, appealed to Arab Governments to
desist from incitement. These appeals came against the background of repeated efforts by
Arab Governments to inflame Moslem religious feeling. "Radio Damascus", for example,
warned of Moslem wrath, threatening, in a broadcast on 3 October 1976, to repeat the

massacres of 1929 and 1948 in Hebron and wicinity, which caused heavy Jewish losses:

"We are suwre that Hebron and 4is Anab people can shatten the very
stones of Kiwat Mba (the Jewish quanten neanr Hebron] and exerete .
them into the sewens of histony." .

Faced with such gross incitement, the Israel Defence Forces adopted measures to maintain
law and order in Hebron. Israel's Defence Minister, Shimon Peres, "announced in the

Knesset on & October 1976:

"The Government will endure that {ts policy, whether in nelation to

the co-existence of the tfwo settlements, on to Jewish and Moslem wonship
wnder a single roof, shall be honoured and carviied out, pregerably
through the good will of the people involved but, if not, by

vintue of the Law and those entrusted with Lts preservation...

*®
"We shall act to stiLE the tongues of hatred, and we shall continue Lo
quench the glames of bLind zealotny. We have the strength and the .
will to extend protection to all our citizens, without distinction
as to faith or nationality, and to enable them to Live in dignity
and to maintain the honowr of theirn neligion, the inviolability of
thein sacred objects and the glory of the Holy Places...
The guilty will be punished according to the full severity
of the Law., And the entire population - in Hebron as in
Kinyat Arba - 44 called upon to fend {18 hand Lo the esta-
blishment of peace through mutual respect...”
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THE ZEALOT WAR,
RECENT EVENTS IN THE ANCIENT TWON OF HEBRON HAVE STRENGTHENED

THE CONVICTION OF SOME |SRAEL|S THAT THE OCCUPATION OF THE WEST
BANK OF JORDAN N JUNE 1967, WASH IN FACT, A CURSE IN DISGUISE FOR
ISRAEL. IT MAS LED THE JEWISH STATE INTO A TRAGIC INTERNAL CONFL ICT
THAT SAPS (TS STRENGTH AND WEAKENS ITS MORAL STATURE,
THE MAIN CHALLENGE TO ISRAEL’S CONTROL OF THE REGIONS OF JUDEA
AND SAMARIA AND THE GAZA STRIP S NOT WORLD PUBLIC OPINION.NOR (S |
THE RESISTANCE OF CLOSE TO A MILLION ARAB |NMABITANTS.THE REAL
CHALLENGE COMES FRCM A HANDFUL OF EXTREMIST ISRAELIS WHO ARE &
DETERMINED TO UNDERMINE GOVERNMENT POLICY AND BRING ABOUT AN
IMMEDIATE ANNEXAT ION OF THE OCCUP|ED TERRITORIES TO ISRAEL.
THE WIGHPOINT OF THE CRISIS IN HEBRON WAS THE DESECRATION, ON THE
EVE OF YOM KIPPUR, OF SCROLLS OF THE TORAH AND JEWISH PRAVER BOOKS
BY A MOB OF ARAB YOUTHS WHO STORMED THE JEWISH SYNAGOGUE IN THE
VE OF THE FATHERS,

ISRAEL), AND IN FACT EVEN ONLY VERY FEW ARABS, COULD JUSTIFY
IS BARBAROUS ATTACK, DESIGNED TO IGNITE THE VICEST EMOTIONS
JEWS AND MOSLEMS AL IKE.HOWEVER, AS MANY |SRAELI SEE (T
T LEAST PART OF THE BLAME CAN BE PLACED AT THE DOORSTEP OF A
GROUP OF ISRAEL IS, NAMELY RABB| MOSHE LEVINGER AND WIS
IN THE GUSH EMUNIM MOVEMENT.
INMED | ATE CAUSE FOR THE RIOT MAY HAVE BEEN THE CLAIM THAT
ISRAEL1 ZEALOTS HAD TWO DAYS BEFORE TORN MOSLEM PRAYER BOOKS IN
THE ug=a=s IN THE CAVE OF THE FATHERS (A CHARGE THAT IS STILL
N DI LHOWEVER, THE CHAIN OF EVENTS MUST BE TRACED BACk To @
A FEW EARLIER L INKS, AND MERE THE CONSTANT PROVOCAT |ONS OF THE
ISRAELY ZEALOTS CAN BE CLEARLY IDENTIFIED, ®
RABB| LEVINGER AND WIS FOLLOWERS ARE AMONG THE STTLERS OF KIRYAT
ARBA, A T‘HISHIP-BI THE OUTSKIRTS OF HEBRON THAT THE ISRAEL |
GOVER HAD RELUCTANTLY BUILT AT THE [NSISTENCE OF THE EXTREMISTS.

§ ARE NOT HWAPPY WITH THE STATUS QUO. LAID DOWN BY

GEN. MOSHE DAYAN WHEN HE WAS MINISTER OF DEFENSE SHORTLY AFTER
THE 1967 ISRAEL | OCCUPAT [ON,GUSH EMUNIM WOULD LIKE TO SETTLE (N
HEBRON ITSELF AND NOT ALONGSIDE THE MAINLY MOSLEM TOWN. THEY
WOULD LIKE TO CONTROL A LARGER PART OF THE CAVE OF THE FATHERS,
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FLAIMED AS A SHRINE BY BOTH REL(GIONS. AND THEY WOULD ALSO LIKE

TO MAKE SURE THAT UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANEE COULD ANY [SRAEL| GOVERN-
MENT DECIDE N THE FUTURE TO WITHDRAW FROM THE WEST BANK AND RETURN
IT TO ARAB CONTROL .

IT I8 ITS DETERMINAT |ON TO FORCE THE GOVERNMENT®S HANDS, AND TO

DO SO BY ANY MEANS, THAT MAKES GUSH EMUNIM SO DANGEROUS TO THE

VERY EXISTENCE OF ISRAEL AS A DEMOCTRAT !0 INDEPENDENT STATE,

TRIVEN BY A MESSIANIC RELIGIOUS ZEAL, CusH EMUNIM MEMBERS BEL |EVE

THAT NO SECULAR KNESSET (PARLIAMENT) CAN DECIDE 10 GIVE UP ANY

PART OF JUDEA AND SAMARIA, NO MATTER HOW LARGE [o THE MAJOR | TY

FAnT BACKS SUCH A MOVE.AS'THEY SEE IT, IT IS THE LAND OF THE

PATHERS, ALLOTED TO ISRAEL BY GOD, AND NO (SRAGL | Hag THE RIGHT

2O GIVE UP ANY PART OF IT BY HIS OMN CHOOS ING. AND |F REL 1G 10US

Onwtlc'nm ARE MORE POWERFUL THAN DEMOCRAT|C RULE, ONE mMAY DEFY @
AW

THE ~
YET, WHAT MAKES GUSH EMUNIM SO PWERFUL, UNTIL IT HAS BECOME A
”hr TO A DEMOCRATIC ISRAEL. IS NOT 17§ STUBBORNNESS AND CE!FTAIHL?.

BUT
ARE TREATED BY THEIR ISRAEL| POLITICAL OPPONENTS.
ALYHOUGH THEY DISAGREE VIOLENTLY WITH THE GOALS OF GUSH
EMUNIM AND ARE REPELLED BY THEIR DEF |ANCE OF THE LAW AND OF
GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY, MANY [SRAEL IS RESPECT THE 9 IDEAL | SM# *
OF THE ZEALOTS. SEVERAL LEADERS |NCLUD ING DEFENSE M{NISTER
SHIMON PERES_ MAVE INSISTED ON SEVERAL OCCAS|ONS THAT AN OUTR IGHT
ATION WITH GUSH EMUNIM WOULD BE UNNECESSARY AND EVEN
IVE. IT HAS BEEN ARGUED THAT AS LONG AS THE

ARABS SMOW NO WILL INGNESS TO NEGOT |ATE WITH ISRAEL AND ACCEPT
THE TERMS SUGGESTED EVEN BY THE MOST®’DOVISH?® [SRAELIS. THERE
WAS NO USE GETTING INVOLVED IN A== WAR OF THE JEWS'’_ A INTERNAL
STRUGGLE OVER THE QUESTION, 90 ** CLOSING THE OPT IONS FOR PEACE*S,
WHICH MIGHT NOT EVEN EXIST . YET THIS COMPROMIS ING VIEW FAILED
TO ANTICIPATE THE DEVASTATING EFFECT THAT SOFT~ HANDL ING OF
QUSH EMUNIM WOULD HAVE ON |SRAEL | MORALE AND ON THE ATTITUDE ®
OF ARABS IN THE OCCUPIED TERHTDR!ES, A GOVERNMENT THAT CANNOT
PREVENT RABBI LEVINGER, THE ERRATIC AND SOMET IMES ALMOST COMIC
LEADER OF GUSH EMUNIM, "FROM MAK ING FOOLS OF [SRAEL| LAw
ENFORCEMNET OFF ICERS. SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF IT FINDS
ITSELF UNABLE TO SETTLE LABOR D1SPUTC: OR PUT DOWN THE RES |STANCE
OF TIRE- BURNING AND STONE THROWING PALEST INIAN YOUTHS,

EMUNIM SPOKESMAN SOMET IMES CLAIM THAT THEY ARE THE TRUE
DESCENDANTS OF THE EARLY PjONEERS WHO BEL IEVED THAT THE S{on|ST
GOALS CAN BE BEST ACHIEVED By CREATING FACTS AND ESPEC|ALLY

voo/3
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SETTLING THE LAND, SOMETIMES EVEN IN ADVANCE OF A POLITICAL
DECISION, HOWEVER, THIS ARGUMENT FAILS TO RECOGNIZE THE FACTP
THAT EVEN TODAY THE MAJORITY OF THE SETTLERS IN THE NEWLY
ESTABLISMEHD SETTLEMENTS (N THE JORDAN VALLEY, THE GOLAN
HE IGHTS AND NORTHERN SINAT ARE NOT SUPPORTERS OF THIS MOVEMENT,
THE MAJORITY OF THE SETTLERS MAY ARGUE AGAINST |SRAEL|
WITHRAWAL FROM THE OCCUOIED TERRITORIES BUT ARE NOT EXPECTED
TO SABOTAGE SUCH A DECISION IF IT IS #\DC,
WITH THE HELP OF GOOD WIILL ON BOTH SIDES, JEWS AND ARABS,
ALIKE. PEACE AND QUIET MAY NOW BE RESTORED TO HEBRON,
HOWEVER, THE CAUSE FOR NEW STORMS REMAINS, THE i
/// MAIN" THRUST OF ONE SUCH FUTURE STORM, IT CAN BE FEARED,
NAY BE THE INTERNAL FABRIC OF ISRAEL (TSELF,
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IN (TS RESOLUTION 3525 D (XXX) OF DECEMBER 1975 THE GENERAL
MAVING NOTED WITH CONCERN THE ACTIONS OF THE (SRAEL |
1ES N CHANGING THE INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE AND ESTABL | SHED
ACTICES IN THE SANCTUARY OF AL IBRAHIM! MOSAUE IN
AL KHALIL AND HAVING CONSIDERED THAT THOSE ACTIONS
$TUTED GRAVE VIOLENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND RELIGI0S FREEDOM
THE NORMS OF INTERNAIONAL LAW INT PARTICULAR ARTICLE 27
NEVA CONVENT ION RELATIVE TO THE PROTECTION OF [ 1]
PERSONS IN TIME OF WAR OF 12 AUGUST 1949
AS A NEW THREAT TO PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE AREA ®
ALL MEASURES TAKEN BY THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES IN THAT
_ NULL AND VOID (PARA. 1) AND CALLED UPON {SRAELI
TO RESCIND AND TO DESIST FORTHWITH FROM ALL SUCH
MEASRURES (PARA. 2) IN PARAGRAPH 2 OF THAT RESOLUTION THE ASSEMBLY
REQUESTED THE sEan:rm GENERAL TO INVESTIGATE THE SITUATION IN
“*AL IBRAHIMI MOSQUE BY CONTACTING THE ISLAMIC,ARAB AND OTHER
AUTHOR IT§ES: CONCERNED AND TO REPORT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE ON THE
INPLEMENTAT ION OF PARAGRAPH 2 OF THE RESOLUT ION,THE ASSEMBLY
IN PARAGRAPH 4 CALLED UPON |SRAEL TO COOPERATE WITH THE SECRETARYP
GENERAL AND TO FACILITATE MIS TASK,
E IN ORDER TO REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS THIRTY

i
as
zg:.

ﬂgﬁ%‘.
§5E§§a'

SESSION THE SECRETARY GENERAL ADDRESSED A COMMUNICATIN TO
GOVERNMENTS OF |SRAEL AND JORDAN AS WELL AS TO THE LEAGUE
ARAD STATES AND THE |SLAMIC CONFERENCE DRAWING THEIR ATTENTION
RESOLUTION AND INVITING THEM TO FURNISH ANY [NFORMAT ION

2%
w

RELEVANT TO THE SITUATION IN AL IBRAHIM| MOSQUE WHICH THEY MIGHT
WiSH TO SUBMIT, @
3. THE INFORMAT ION RECEIVED FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AND THE
PRESENT DOGUNENT_ FURTHER REPLIES WILL Be_ ISSULD AS A9 NRE

oF D AS AN A UM
TO Tl'llt REPORT. s 3

INFORMAT 10N RECE IVED FROM YHE GOVERNMENT OF |SRAEL
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THE CAVE OF MACHPELA IS A JEWISH HOLY PLACE, HOUSING AS IT DOES,

THE TOMBS OF THE JEWISH PATRIARCHS — ABRAMAM ISAAC AND JACOB
ARD THEIR RESPECT IVE WIFES ~ SARA REBEKAH AND LEAH.THIS IS THE
PLACE REFERRD TO AS THE AL IBRAHIMI MOSQUE AFTER TIE NAME OF THE
PATRIARCH ABRAHAM. ,
OVERRIDING PRINCIPLES GIUDING ISRAEL’S POLICY REGARDING ALL THE
PLACES HAVE BEEN AND ARE TO GUARANTEE FREE ACCISS TO MEMBERS
AITHS AND TO ENSURE ORDERLY CONDITIONS OF VERSHIP TO
RS OF EVERY REL(GION.THIS PRINCIPLE ALSO APPLIES TO THE CAVE
MACHPELA AND THE SANCTITY OF THIS HOLY SHRINE iS
ICTLY OBSERVED,
ING AMAS BEENDONE TO MINIMIZE IN ANY WAY THE
IBILITY EXERCISED BY THE MUSLIM WAQF OVER THE CAVE.
AQF HOLDS THE KEYS TO THE CAVES, AND ITS PER3ONMEL
NUES TO BE RESPONSIBILE FOR THE DAILY OPENING AND CLOSING
THE CAVE AS WELL AS ITS MAINTANANCE. THEVORDERLY CONDCUT di
MUSLIM PRAYER S HAS IN NO WAY BEEN INTERFERRED WiTH NOR HAS THE
IC CALL TO PRAYER BEEN TAMPERED WITH I[N ANY VAY, PY
ONLY CHANGE THAT WAS BEEN MADE ON REQUIRING MUSLIM F

85104 TO LE CAVE BY THE S WESTERN GAIE IN ORDER
ARE THE INGS J RSH RAY | THE
AN AND SARAH HALL.MUSL IM REL 1GIOUS TEACHERS AD ERSONNEL

CAVE HAVE BEEN AND CONTINUE TO BE ACCORDED THE RESPECT
THEM AND ALL THE ASS|ISTANCE NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THEIR
S WAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO THEM, JEWISH WEDDINGS AND FEASTS
STRIGTLY FORBIDUEN IN THE CAVE,

SICAL PARTITIOM WAS BEEN ERECYED IN THIS HOLY SHRINE.
THE TO JUDTATSH AND JSLAM
ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE WHICH ENAZLE BOTH MUSLIMS AND JEWS
TO WROSHIP AND PRAY IN AN ORDERLY MANNER BASED ON MUTUAL RESPECT.
THE [SSAC AND REBECCA MALL THE LARGEST AMD THE NOST [(MPORTANT
HALL TO ALL RELIGIONS WHICH CONTAINS THE THE [MMAN °3 PULPIT
OR MIMBAR IS KEPT EXCLUSIVELY FOR MUSL{M PRAYERS
AND JEWISH SERVICES DO NOT TAKE PLACE IN IT. ™

ER

S
=

TN

S358

INFORMAT §ON_RECIEVED FORM THE [SLAMIC CONFERENCE
AL-KAHIL AND 7S OLD NAMES

1. THE NAME OF HEBRON HAS BEEN MENT|ONED IN YAQOOT AL HAMAWI'®S
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COUNTRIES (MU®JAM EL-BULDAN)
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DESCRIBED IT AS VILLAGE NEAR JERUSALEM WHERE PROPHET
IM AL KAHILIL WAS BURIED A FACT GAVE IT THE NAME AL KHALIL,
HEBRON 1S DERIVED FROM HEBRA.
PROPHET IBRAHAIM BOUGHT A PIECE OF LAND NEAR HEBRA WHERE HE
ED HIS WIFE SARA AS WELL AS H!IS SONS YAQOB AND [SAQ
;usi

|
R WIVES. IBRAHIM ALSO WAS LATER BURIED THERE AND STILL

A SHRINE AND MOSQUE WERE BUILT AROUND THEIR GRAVES, THE FAMOUS
CHROMICLER |BN BATUTAH DESCRIBED THRE TOWER

ITS MOSQUE AS FOLLOWSj

IS A TOWN SMALL I[N AREA BUT GREAT IN VALUE SHINING AND BEAUTIFUL
APPEARANCE AND AMAZING IN (TS REALITY. SITUATED IN IA VALLEY

THE MOSQUE 15 O F AN OUTSTANDING AND SOLID CONSTRUCTION AND EXTA=
REMELY CAPT {VATING. INSIDE THE MOSQUE IS THE HOLY CAVEWHICH

CONTAINS THE GRAVES OF IBRAHIM ISAQ AND YAQOB PEACE BE UPON )
agaegnupuer AND UPON THEM, OPPOSITE WHICH ARE THE GRAVES OF THEIR
SOME SAL IENT POINTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE MOSQUE i

e B TG e

L LLE BEEREREREE PR TP LR £ o & I

CONF IRMED IN 4Hé éElH 708 HIJR1., ON SATURDAY 18 SAFAR 708 AHM

THE BUILDING WAS DESIGNATED AS HARAM (E A HOLY PLACE AND SINCE

THAT DATE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN VISITING THE THREE HOLY TOMBS TO

PAY THEIR RESPECTS.FURTHER THE FIVE DAILY PRAYERS AS WELL AS

THE FRIDAY PRAYERS HAVE SINCE BEEN OFFERED IN CONGREGAT ION,

THEREFORE IT 1S NOT CORRECT TO SAY THAT THE SITE HAS BEEN NO MORE

THAN A GRAVEYARD,

HISTORY OF THE MOSQUE OF IBRAHIM DURING THE ISLAMIC ERA

THE PRESENT STRUCTURE DATES FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE OMAYYAD
RIOD AND THE MOSQUE CONTINUED TO BE LOOKED AFTER THE BY ABBASIDE

AND FATIMITE CALIPHS AS WELL AS THE AYUBI AND MAMLUK SULTANS,

MOSLEMS CONSIDERED [T HOLY AND WORHTY OF RESPECT SINCE

IT CONTAINS THE MORTAL REMAINS OF THE HOLY PROPHETS. B

4o AT THECE CORNERS OF THE MOSQUE THERE ARE TWO MINARETS BUILT IN

THE STYLE OF THE MINARETS OF THE GRAND OMMAYYAD MOSQUE IN nmAscus.

AND THE MINARETS OF BAB EL-SILSILA 1| N THE MOSQUE OF JERUSALEM,

THE?=53IEEERAEHEEIEEnEHHBS EEFTHE PROPHETS (BRAHIM AND YAQOB
SOME THE WALLS AND TILES ALSO

NG TO THE OMAYYAD PERIOD,

DOME OF YOUSUF WAS BUILT OVER THE SPOT THAT WHERE THE PROPHET
coc/b

-
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YOUSUF 1S BELIVED TO BE BURIED, DURING THE TIME OF THE ABBASIDE
CALIPH AL MUQTADIR BILLAW. DURING THE TIME OF CALIPH AL MAHADI
IN 918 A.D, A DOOR WAS BUILT AS TO ENABLE ENTRY INTO THE
MOSQUE FROM THE NORTHERN SIDE AND A STAIRWAY WAS ALSO BUILT
ALONG EACH KDE OF THE DOOR ONE FOR GOING UP AND ONE FOR GO (NG
DOWN . THIS STAIRWAY WAS DESTROYED

ISRAEL IS AFTER 1967 WAR,

THE FATIMIDE PERIOD A BEAUTIFUL PULPIT MADE OF WALNUT

ENCRUSTED WITH (VORY WAS ADDED TO THE MOSQUE, THIS P

SIMILAR TO THAT BUILT IN THE MOSQUE OF NAFISAH IN CAIRO

Rl

1099AD THE WARAM WAS GIVEN TO TE GODFREY OF BABYLON LATER

THE REIGN OF KING BALDWIN KNOWN TO THE ARABS AS BARDWEEL ™

ON OF THE STRUCTURE ERECTED ABOVE THE CAVE IN THE

MI MOSQUE WAS DESTROVED., ACCORDING TO THE CONTEMPORARY

ALI ALHARAWI A GROUP OF EUROPEAN WHO ENTERED THE CAVE i

THE PERMISSION OF KING BALDWIN S/ THE PURE BODIES

PRPOHETS |BRAHIM |SHAQ

AQOB, THE ER WERE CHANDELIERS AND LAMPS ABOVE THE IR HEADS

WERE COVERED, THE KING THEREFORE ORDERED THE PLACE TO BE

SED IN 1119 AD AFTER THE RESTORATION OF THE REGION TO MUSLIM

E SEVERAL ADDITIONS IMPROVEMENTS AMD EMBELL ISHMENTS WERE MADE

TO THE MOSQUE DURING THE PERIODSOF THE MAMLUK AND MALIK| RULERS,

AMONG THESE WAS THE SCHOOL BUILT BY THE THE MAMLUK SC

SULTAN NASSAR HASSAN IN 1361 AD THE JORDANIAN ANTIQUITITES

DEPARTMENT MADE SOME RESTORATIONS IN THIS BUILDING IN 1964,

BUT THE ISRAEL| AUTHORITIES DESTROYED IT AND RAZED IT TO THE

GROUND AFTER THE OCCUPAT ION.

ENDENT OF IBRAHIM| MOSQUE

22 (THROUGHOUT THE [SLANIC PERIOD MOSLEMS USED TO ALLOCATE ENDOWMENTS
THE REVENUE OF THEIR LANDS AND REAL ESTATES IN CITIES

AND VILLAGES TO THE IBRAWIM| MOSQUE IN AL KHALIL. AMOUNG iy

THESE ENDOWMENTS WERE LANDS MEASURING 15,320 DUNUMS

IN ZAKARIA VILLAGE ALONE, THESE LANDS AND OTHERS A SERVING

THE SAME PURPOSE WERE SEIZED BY THE ISRAEL| AUTHORITIES IN 1948, @

THE HOLY MOSQUE OF IBRAHIM UNDER [SRAELI OCCUPATION

10 THIS IS IN SHARP CONTRAST TO THE BEHAVIOR OF THE ISRAEL !
OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES SINCE 1967. ISRAEL| OCCUPATION FORCES

ﬂﬁﬂl‘fs
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HE CITY OF HEBRON (AL KHALIL). ON THURSDAY 9 JUNE
MMED |ATELY SET ABOUT PROFANI THE HOLY MOSQUE
HICH WAS BUILT THERE IN THE EARLY DAYS OF ISLAM
8. THE ISRAEL! OCCUPATION FORCES FORCIBLY HOISTED
FLAG OVER IT AND INITIALLY BARRED THE MOSLEMS

3!’3
,isg
ﬂi'*

AEL
ERING IT .THE CATALOGUE OF THEIR TRANSGRESSION IS AS
1

]
I
HE FIRST DAY OF THEIR OCCUPATION ZIONIST SOILDIERS
ILIANS WENT ON ACTING IN BRAZEN DISRESPECT OF THE SANCITITY
HOLY MOSQUE, THEY USED TO ENTER IT WITH THEIR SHIES
READED UPON THE CARPETS ON WHICH THE MOSLEMS PROSTRATE
AYER, A FACT WHICH IMPELLED TH MOSLEMS TO REMOVE THE CARPEYS,
BER OF ISRAEL! TROOPS USED TO STAND AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE
MOSQUE OF IBRAHIM AND BAR MOSLEMS FROM ENTERING IT FOR PRAYERS,
MOVEMBER 1967 SAW THE ADVENT OF RAMADAN WHICH 1S THE MONTH 0S
 CONT INUOUS WORSHIP BY THE MUSLIMS. THIS WAS WINTER TIME WHEM THE HiiF
MUST BE FURNISHED WITH CARPETS TO ENABLE THE FA[THFUL
TO SIT ON THEM DAY AND NIGHT TO PERFORM THE IR WORSHIP, BUT THE
OCCUPATION MILITARY AUTHORITIES FORBADE THE DEPARTMENT CONCERNED .
TO RESTORE THE CARPETS. THE RESPONSIBLE CIRCLES PROTESTED
AGAINST THIS ORDER AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE ISLAMIC
ORGANISATION AKD THE ®AUQAF COUNCIL® MADE ANOTHER PROTEST TO THE
ISRAEL| MINISTER OF DEFENCE ON 30 WOV_ BER 1967 ASKING HIM TO
ALLOW THE DEPARTMENT TO FURNISH CARPETS BUT THAT REQUEST WENT UNHEEDE
THE ISRAEL! AUTHORITIES THEN INTRODUCED INTO THE MOSQUE WOODEN
BOXES CONTAINING COPIES OF THE TORAH.ON 18 DECEMBER 1967
THE DIRECTOR OF AUQAF SUBMITTED A PROTEST TO THE MILITARY
GOVERNOR OF WEBRON, THE ISRAEL| MINISTER OF DEFENSE THEREAFTER
PROMISED TO REMOVE THESE BOXES BUT NOTHING WAS DONE,
THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES DID NOT HEED THESE PROTESTS ON THE
OONTRARY THEY PERMITTED THEIR TOURISTS TO ENTER THE MOSQUE
DISRESPECTFULLY [N VIOLATION OF THE FEEL INGS OF THE MUSL IMS.
THEY USED TO ENTER THE MOSQUE AT THE TIME OF THE MUSL M
PRAYERS SHOUTING AND CLAPPING THERBY DISTURBING THOSE PRAYING.,
THERE HAV E BEEN MANY OCCASSIONS WHERE DANCING PARTIES AND WEDD TG @y
RECEPTIONS HAVE BEEN ORGANIZED WITHIN THE PREMISES OF THE MOSQUE
AND DURING THESE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WHICH ARE TOTALLY
FORBIDDEN TO MUSL IMS WAVE BEEN FREELY USED AND EVEN POURED ON i
TO THEIR PRAYER MATS. ON OTHER OCASSIONS THE ZIONIST SETTLERS
::Egg:TEn THE MO?AZZIN FROM R RECITING THE CALLS FOR
\ 11.0N 11 OCTOBER 1968 THE ISRAEL! OCCUPAT ION FORCES PULLED DOWN
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IBRAMIM ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE MOSQUE,

12. ON THE SAME DAY THE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES DESTROYED THE
MONUMENTAL WELL ADJOINING THE FENCE 0" THE MOSQUE, THIS MONUMENTAL
WELL WAS BEING USED BY THR MOSLEMS TO OBTAIN WATER FOR THEIR

ABLUT | ONS,

13.0M 9 JUNE 1970AT 10530 SOME SETTLERS WITH TWO DOGS ENTERED THE
SQUE UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES. THEY

;gg;ugln WITH THEM A WOODEN TABLE WHICH THEY PLACED 1IN THE

ih. ON 10 NOVEMBER 1972 A CUPBOARD CONTAINING THE TORAH ALONG

WITH A LARGER ONE AND OTHER OBJECTS OF WORSHIP WAS PLACED IN THE

JACOBITE GALLERY., THEN THE MILITARY GOVERNOR PERSONALLY

ARRIVED AT 1400 PM AND PLACED SOME CHAIRS THERE. THE WAKFS

DIRECTOR AND MUFT| AND HEAD WARDEN PROTESTED DIRECTLY TO THE

MILITARY GOVERNOR WHO PAID NO HEED TO THEM,

15.0N 31 OCTOBER 1973 THE MILITARY GOVERNOR OF HEBRON CALLED

TO HIS OFFICE THE DIRECTOR OF THE WAKFS AND THE WARDEN OF THE .

MOSQUE AND INFORMED THEM OF THE FOLLOWING DECISIONS OF THE

ISRAEL I GOVERNMENT: . .

ANNEXATION OF THE JACOBITE GALLERY AS A PLACE OF PRAYER FOR

HE JEWS INADDITION TO THE GALLERY OF IBRAHIM WHICH HAD ALREADY

BEEN OCCUPIED,

FURNISHING THES AREAS WITH FIXTURES AND FURNITUERE WHICH ARE OUT

OF PLACE IN A MOSQUE, oF_ Je w
FORBIDD ING NON JEWS TFROM ENTERING THOSE PLACES DURINGMF PRESENCEM @
FIXING CBARRIERS TO SEPARATE THE VARIOUS SECTS OF JEWS DURING

THE PRAYER IN VIEW OF THE DIFFERENCES IN THEIR BBEL{IEFS,

USING THE GALLERY OF IBRAHIM FOR PROFES INGHHE IR

FAITH DURING THEIR FEASTS,

ENTRY OF JEWS ILTO THME HOLY MOSQUE ON FRIDAYS FROM 4gDO PM

TO 5300 PM IN PREPARATION FOR THE SABBATH,

LATEST DEVELOPHENTS

16.FINALLY ON MONDAY 27 RAJAB 1395 M4 CORSSSPONDING TO 4 -AUGUST

1975 THE RELIGI0US MAGISTRATE OF HEBRON AND THE CHEIF OF THE ULEMAg
WERE INFORMED OF THE DECISION OF THE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES

TO DIVIDE THE HOLY IBRAHIM MOSQUE BETWEEN MUSL [MS AND JEWS,

HE WAS ALSO INFORMED THAT THE ONE ENTRANCE HAD BEEN ALLOCATED il
FOR MUSLIMS AND ANOTHER FOR JEWS AND A THIRD FOR TOURISTS.IN FACT
ONLY A SMALL AREA (20 METRES BY 5 METRES) IS AVAILABLE FOR THE
PERFORMANCE OF THE mMusL M PRPAYEL S NuD THESE Tpo nﬂrﬁ Y
IN VARIOUS WAYS AS EXPLAINED EARLIER, 1STRIBUTED
17. THESE DECISIONS WERE TAKEN NOT BECAUSE OF THE INDIFFERENCE

OF THE PEOPLE (N HEBRON BUT I[N FACT IN THE FACE OF GREAT TENSION
MANIFESTED IN THE CITY ON 2 AUGUST 1975 [N AN ATTEMPT

TO STOP INTRUDERS FROM AMONG THE JEWS SHOUTING OBSCENITIES IN THE
VICINITY OF THE MOSQUE AND THROWING FILTH AT IT ,

dearal?
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18, ISRAEL| DEFENCE MINISTER SHIMON PERES WAS DETERMININED TO TEACH TH
MUSLIMS A HARD LESSON OF OPPRESSION AND HUMILIATION FOR THEIR
DETERMINAT ION TO PRESERVE THE ISLAMIC CHARACTHER OF THEIR MOSQUE,

THUS HE WARNED THAT H E WOULD DEAL WIT HTHE RUTHLESSLY WITH ANT

ARAB ATTEMPTING TO OBSTRUCT THE ACCESS OF JEWS TO THE HOLY

IBRAHIMI SHR[NE,

19, MUSLIMS IN THIS VALIENT CITY WERE NOT INTIMIDATED BY THESE THREAS
THE PEOPLE OF HEBRON CALLED IT AN URGENT RALLY IN WHICH THEY DECLAREY
THAT THE IBRAHAM| MOSQUE (S AN ISLAMIC HOLY PLACE AND THAT THEY WOULD
FACE EVEN DEATH IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN IT PURELY MOSLEM,

2. IT WIL THUS BEE SENN THAT THE ACTS OF AGGRESSION COMMITTED BY THE
ISRAEL| OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES AGAINST THE [BRAHIM| MOSQUE HAVE BEEN
OF TWO KINDSsA~ EFFECTING MODIFICATIONS IN THE PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF THE
MOSQUEs B~ SUBJECTING |T TO PROFANATION AND SEVERLY RESTRICTING .

ITS USE BY TH E MUSL IMS,

21, THESE CONTINUOUS ACTS OF SACRILEGE COMMITTED BY THE ISRAELI

OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES AGAINST THE HOLY IBRAHIMI MOSQU AND THEIR

ACTION +IN CHANGING THE INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURES AND ESTABL ISHED

REL1GIOUS PRACTICES+ OF THE MOSQUEHAVE CREATED A SITUATION

WHICH ENDANGERS PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE AREA,

22, FURTHERMORE [T APPEARS THAT THES ACTIONS OF THE ISRAEL |

OCCUPAT |ION_AUTHORITIES ARE PART OF A GRAND PLAN DIRECTED NOT ONLY

AGAINST THE IBRAHIMI MOSQUE BUT ALSO AGAINST OTHER ISLAMIC HOLY

FhlEES IN THE OCCUP|ED TERRITORY IN PART ICULAR
i

E_WH 1 RUSA = = - _YEARS.
73, THE (SRAEL| OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES HAVE TAKEN MEASORES-Th-
VARIOUS DIRECT IONS TOWARDS THIS END,FOR EXAMPLE s $
AM IN THE CULTURAL SPHERE THEY ARE ENDEAVOURING TO SEVER THE
ARAB [RHABITANTS FRON THEIR CIVILIZATION AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
Y _IMPOSING ON THEM A PURELY ISRAELI EDUCATIONAL SYLLABUS,
B IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD ARAB BANKS HAVE BEEN CLOSED |SRAEL |
CURRENCY IS THE ONLY LEGAL TENDER AND CUSTOMS RESTRICTIONS HAVE

ﬂucufﬂ
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BEEN INSTITUTED ON GOODS ENTERING JERUSALEM FROM THE WEST BANK,
ARAB BUISNESSMEN HAVE TO OBTAIN PERMITS FROM THE ISRAEL| AUTOHRITIES
AND THE STOCK EXCHANGE IN JERUSALEM HAS BEEN OPENED FOR

TRANSACT |ONS
gﬁ S IDE IN THE INDUSTRIAL FILD FIHISQ%E EE%DE OF ARAB
TITIVE AEL| MANUFACTURES.

24, THE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES HAVE ALSO CONFISCATED LANDED
PROPERT IES BELONGING TO ARABS INCLUDING LAND BELONGING TO THE
CATHOL IC_ARCHB|SHOPRIC OF JERUSALEM THE PROPERTY OF THE ORTHODOX
CHURCH HE STTRTAN 5 RE CARRYTRG OUT WHAT THEY
c -Iggéaglﬁtﬁﬂlnnstnziﬂuag OWNED BUTLDINGS,BOTH —

IN AQS POUND AND N THE AREA ADJACENT TO (T, THESE
Hn:gs_IﬂE_lETHE’CIHETEﬁ ﬁaT_ﬂHnEH"TﬁE_PRETEiT THAT THE BUILDINGS
CONCERNED ARE OLD AND THAT THEIR FOUNDATIONS THEMSELVES HAVE
BECOME WEAK.IT |5 WORTHY OF NOTE iN TH'S CONNEXION THAT IF i
THE FOUNDATIONS WAVE BECOME WEAK.THIS (S THE DIRECT RESULT OF
THE-EXCAVATIONS CARR E OCCUPATHON AUTHORITTES, &
WHICH HAS RESULTED |N THE COLLAPSE DF-THE-GTHMANIA SCHOOL AND
THE IMPORTANT MUSLIM CEMETRY KNOWN AS MAMANALLAH,SUCH ACTIONS
HAVE LED THE UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONA,SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
ORGANIZATION TO GO SO FAR AS TO DISCONFINUE ITS TECHNICAL
AID TO |SRAEL,
« THE ISRAEL| PLAN APPARENTLY 1S TO EVACUATE THE ARAB RSIDENTS
THE QUESTION UNDER THE PRETEXT OF REPAIRING THEM AND LATER TO
| MOVE JEWISH IMMIGRANTS INTO THE AREA.IN FACT THE ISRAELI OCCUPATION
AUTHOR ITIES HAVE. ADOPTED A VERY AMBITIOUS PLAN OF URBAN DEVE~
| LOPMENT DRAWN UP N 1967,WHICH IS TO BE EXECUTD OVER A PERIOD

| OF 50 YEARS,THIS PROGRAMUE AIMS AT ENLARGING THE AREA OF THE CITY

| OF JERUSALEM UP TO 400 SQUARE KILOMETRES.THE ENLARGED AREA IS TO
ENCOMPASS 27 ARAB VILLAGES AND TO PERMIT THE JUDAISATION OF AS MANY
AS 130,000 ARABS AND FINALLY ENABLE THE ANNEXATION OF THE WEST
it S Eas SHECITE STl e o Chane ¥ i

HAT THE CITY BECOMES THE
g:“uﬁﬂg"ﬁeﬁfslm‘ OF ISRAEL. ®
2 ICANT IN THIS CONTEXT THAT DURING THE VERY FIRST
FEW WEEKS OF THE ISRAELI OCCUPATION THE ISRAEL{ PRIME MINISTER
DECLARED THAT oTHE STATE OF |SRAEL WOULD AMOOUNT TO NONSENSE

WITHOUT THE WAILING WALL AND THE F ELe THE LATTER
R B WHICH SITUATED WITH
1&5 555 | ~THEIBRAHIM MOSQUE, = D WITHIN

27. THIS I8 A SITUATION TO WHICH THE ORGAN ISATION OF THE ISLAMIC
CONFERENCE CANNOT REMAIN INDIFFERENT BECAUSE THE ENTIRE AREA

cess/9
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AFFECTED BY THE PLAN OF THE ISRAEL! OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES
| REPRESENTS A MOST VALUABLE RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL HERITAGE OF
'THE ISLAMIC WORLD AND IT IS CLEAR THAT THE INTENTION OF THE
ZIONIST OCCUPATON AUTHORITIES IS NOT ONLY TO OBLITERATE THIS
HER ITAGE BUT ALSO TO ALIENATE THE AQSA MOSQU AND THE DOME OF
| THE ROCK IN FERUSALEM AS WELL AS THE IBRAHIMI MOSQUE IN HEBRON
AL KHALIL) BY SURROUNDING THEM WITH JEWISH SETTLEMENTS, ALL
HESE ACTS ARE ATTACKS ON THE SPIRITUAL DIGNITY OF TH ENTIRE
MUSL IM WORLD,

CONCLUS |ON

28, IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE SITUATION FROM DETERIORATING

FURTHER URGENT ACTION BY ALL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZAT{ONS AND
PARTICULARLY THE UNITED NATIONS IS CALLED FOR,CONSIDERING THE CON-
TINUING ACTS OF DESECRAT JON- AGAINST ISLAMIC HOLY PLACES PER-
PETRATED BY THE ISRAEL! OCCUPATION AUTHORITIS,WE APPEAL TO HIS i
EXCELLENCY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UNITE NATIONS TO INITIATE
PRACTICAL ACTION WHICH WOULD PUT AN END TO SUCH DESECRATION AND ®
WOULE ENSURE THE SAFEGUARD OF THE REL1C10US CHARACTER OF THE |
HOLY PLACES IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORY AS IT EXISTED BEFORE THE
ISRAEL] OCCUPATIO,
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