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i ‘.. "PALESTINE AKD THE DAMIAGHA STR 15
WHOLK EAST . gl i
i ORTHODOX PALESTINE SOCIETY SERSALEM
- -
.". L3 c
. January 16, 1974
é L3 .-'. o
. Sy PS5 RELEASE ; 4
% . S
S g b Jelegation of the Orthodox Palestine
weEEs s HELEgdT o e e T S A S
TS Society meeting with idis Majesty King Hussein
e His “ajesty, Kiny Hussein of Jordan received in'
St Amman on January 16, 1774 a delcgation of the Orthodox
& T1;ur*inﬁ society (formerly known as the ussian Imperial
; Orthodox Falestine Society) neaded by the Vice-President,
’ : wa Wiznt Heveroand arcnimandrite Antnony Grabbe, who is
. also the Chief of the dussian Beclesiastical Mission in °
i J :I"d salem.
A The delegation orogented to the King the Insiynia
.. of the Golden Cross of the First Class of the Society and '
i exoressed their deep avpreciation of the protgctlun which
¥ ilis dajesty afforded to the iiely Land during His Majesty's
' ! rule of the western region of Jordan, in particular to those
O belonging to tas Society and tne 4Yission located in the
ey said region of the ZXingdom of Jordan.
! : y . = ;
S Tan Society was founded in Fnssia almost a century
o ag0 witin the alin of bringing relief to pilgrims to the Holy
SR Land, to maintain tae dioly Ildr", tn encourags archeological
researches and promote education in a nunber of places in
i ’t:f'*.rr dely bLand, ete.  Its activities were supported by many
il o distinguished personalities, ineluding the members of the
Auassian Imperial Fawily, as well as by millions of believers
. in Russia.
2 Afrer the Jolshevik “evolution of 1917, the Orthodox
i 52 Pilastine Society with its members outside Tussia contihued
e witain their limited resources and still continue until the
G present cay to maintain the same ideals of toe Scciety and
Lo practise their activities in the Holy Land.
Ly iy . ; : 2 Z% g
The Soclety, togeuner with the Lheclesiastical Mission
B i in Jerusalem, recognize as taelr Supreme Autnority the Synod
. B oL dasnops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia
2] wacne headyquarters is iu Kaw York,
= -
ST b= A




I. o o
s i
k] ; 1 "i
B : - - — ity (i
ol
s -7 = .
4 'I ;!
i Eresent” with His “lajesty at tas moment of receiving
307 the Insiynia wors the Yinister of the Royal Court-—-RABAILD
JREINET DIN POUKAE, the CThiaf of Cersmonies of the Hashemite Court--
i PAWAZ ABU TAYLIL, and MASRI FOUAD ATALLA--First Sscretary
= of iiis Hajesty, King HNussein.
- NS The menbars of the deleyation headad by the ARCHIMANDRITE
T ARTHONY GUABBE ware: the Treasurer of the Society--4iss OLGA ‘
1 WAHRE, and ex-Deputy Minister of Education of the Hashemite
S - Kingdom of Jordan, the Secrotary of the Council of the Society--
S PATHER IDASAPH, Mr. and “rs. LEV SERDAKOVESR and the Legal 5
i ndvinar of the Society and of the Mission--DR FOUAD ATALLA.
gt The Night Reverend Archimandrite Anthony Grabbe in
i R his address to the Ring said. "Our Primate, Metropolitan
e i hRilaret, the Dregident of the Ortnodox Palestine Society,
Ganeral Whripouncff, 3s well as all nesnbers of tne Society
Y amd Lhie Wussian Ecclesidstical dissien in Jerusalem, and 1
daresay, all the Russian people in diaspora--all have a great
admiration of Your Majesty's August Person, Your idealism,
ey W Your courajge and Your persistent manifestation of lofty ideals
o and moral condaeckb...” "lay Godl keep You always in good health
) for many years to come and gulde Your thoughnts and steps by
G His Almighty strengta an! wizsdom."
A . The event was shown on local televiszion among the
Ry L headline news and was announced by other news media.
U The deleogation returned to Jerusalem with some delay
owinj to an unusual snow fall which made the roads impassable.
: -
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- -
"I
-
- - ; ’
1. T
fia b




%13 1T TRER 131N APInn Y2
1RDI0 1R DINY INEPD 1IN
npery pinn Sy 2w - 13Y
APIR NMEa) penyn nry
lEHpwT  mTm P

vina 1Tivn

wpn npynn

.\\?\

957 = N
‘\*“
/ T80

18 *OQ

74 I:"I'J 041 200:TO03

HANUWRITING ON THE  WALL

anen=-via ‘P'IJ.l’}l

™UD fON
JIBAITENY NND

K-v;‘-:x).;nv 173 J1TNA Y7 ,0°NT0 NEKD N

JmeDa nYoNDJONN NADT N
AT o Ee DY MEDnm LN

NI0MoNDa 3NP TTITYT oyt TPTAY0 @y mintio
MY &°'EN Yy ATYON YAD NNt DWN oNTae 1Y*an mTal Mneo

9y MIYIET 17D M L9YER DY TN TAIND ND 2T ATKS YYR;

AYIEN TN N1 TIXTP TN AUND TOCOMD YTPoN NoDane YT LJuonim

-3 TUYMan DTS MNI33 ATTR TN L anD

nyan 29 noiert 0TINT NRT OV TAIND oye e D AN
NITTETON TN JPaN0d TN0Y 0T TD Y8 JTXa JTITa g
NIVOUO-1T IVI1D INOA1 NYONTN *hY J*3 2°YI00 TIAY) 0YTPe 4} e

L8EN2 TDONN *2AY noY D

27/2-"0 46 DO IND0 MW - JIDTTIN J07J DA YYIAN AT O TN

SN0 TAD NYaTPm

L LT o)

ST PTIRYE Yan HTNY JNn

LN TA) MPTan

MI721X7P NI MADY SN MUSnN v *9900 J¥ Lo

Tpdd INPYKN 0Y VN LT MIH oY 3O 495 W0 MJaTm
9y TFIANT NIT0A NTAIXTP 29T DY NN L0701 MADTan
AY117T MV 100 DA NNYAND SNWTA TMDYAN TpED oYIWN MDA oW

men a1 MToD L0Yamnenn 273 PPYDNOd 4YY1EN aTNeNad TP
OUNDYY 19YIR 27N L1TTITAEY DA MTYAA MM 317D MA00 NADT SN

NENJd JUOtpa apie

> NMND

ST TTTAD LA007IA8N ATXJ 1T Nponad ot

TIIADR NIDT 9¥J0 128D J7Em 11017 10 .ot u0oan

20 TYOTD NTANTITND TIVXTT AYON TN APN 3D L TINASNTD 1ATCTON CaNT
LYPDTINT DTN TR XAV 1TEIND 9¢°373N Yavon TP med 9T v
JLYONDDTN YIAU0 2P0 01000 2XPN INTRE Yam

LATRD Y1IAT LA

MCTND YXONGD NITIN LMEINTR 912 MDY ToTP TR aNa TR TA) mnpan

2/




gorr
uCy (T oo 8!
oWl rPULAUrL LSCT: 008 180 O X Y

W QmK, OTAG, TYRIFTIL LOF orrG A )&T

rRYOATT rMMochn T CcCwnrr 4

W, AROCYIN S Wy: ¢ rerreL.

QUAIN D U'erTgT e T T GIrL corer\arm.

W LATTIN NCYr WLNo NYren Inn ciee rnoy'e oC me e cnncurmn.
FRHYLY LETK 'FTL O MALAT chnter «C wose. O LU Cr myourn Ul
MNCUCN, YTrY OhLran noGrre csecr CMee ' Grert: i rewyr mycn

QILr . NNYCN U Ty CCrwn R 04N PCH LWy C- J AN JHT AG INIT | Awanpl
FCCL OV MWl oD CYWILAT . WO THO Mmoo Mran o oncyn
MOCT CTFrL CYFL OC QX 0 rOIF N COMEGL e | ‘gmreon,

COrOr G0 LOAIT QOCTN CTL UNT RRNTYCT (DCHL e Fr-pwoyn
X7 TN CACY mNOUCH Cwos

T AYQE 1O NEYY AQ LITFOL MLTTOIL — MWR OGS 00 88 or-g\va
oYe e,

aoHl. (4'Cc pRY werTyT Coor

C. fiaqrr AT "wruc,

BT YL RCCY WC MNCUrM NE O M GUXIL (T FAG'2 1 LIF "Oruc
MATLIN rearg coer o MM o Croin Wik, nyrs o facnr dogr
TEFUAN CHYLOr ona, mncn € *rreTie GUXILTT ERC AT (ICETr Y
MUfa, FYem AYCTo Cogr RR*OAn Crurnt ONCesd: AQ CUL QT FerLen
JOTGG CLIGM 0 MULT"*0 CONCYGN CrL NDUMME 0, OU°Ch T+ O GCms
TRYOAN OOrACT CrerL nrAY COYSM GLeY fON'F . 117 0 URYCT Lremea
ULF* "0 CONCIGT M0 QXA MEALYOUL, GAC™T Crone, wite oG oL CLresy
MISYLR, DRIYT €0 MITC GWYLE DLYC TCIMT GRACT oM

WUMAC® NOMTTAT OMMEMLT. CL MIGE H'TY ADYL NOYN v rYL ™l Jlp'r oc
LCT AL Trer QU 6L MOUCY NETLY € CHrnr GLOYHT D0E"Un WoRr e ous
MCY UM TYWL MQX'C NOC/n COrL QUCY % adarn
h. CLLI' OwTIC
MEGICN LAT WITIC OfE ™S CONGron (W CAre MINCUI, 1T 11 coMae® oK

\8




913 T TRUD (210 Inn 92 "
TODIN WINY DIRY INYPD IR pinn 1Tvn
Ly 7 = = A - i | Eﬁ
npny FIan sy 3y - I S PR =v13) P1a
mrIpm [IMp3) PeNyn T
LovpeT  mmol pnom
1957 = 10N
-l -
2N gn L2017 MDY TRTPTD MDY 2TY0N TYIN YD D01

JINT TVa0 TPTI0 MJYEY DN 979D 0roud 1y

L0783 YTV B*ATTUD T

M M MDTAN MIPYa Y01l an 1Tavo XTI NNTNOW NYIhON fupoon
Mo en 1IN A2 e Y07 ran nYyTIinen OWN NTIDN0 Mo

2w P32 101 L JV0TPAT MY YOOYN MADUN J1P3 YANTP D MMmiTon

ST ThAJID T P oY DITEYA yanTh YD v anl ovot e

A0 JASN N

YEND MATTON TONAN TYD 1D g 1N YO SR ND TINT oo
D

ONIDNT NTIATD DATTY TENDON-JEN J1YYWI0 TINT ATTNoD 23D S01J2 2N
MU0

J LT THAJA - J00'PS 1
SN J0T0 1H¥N Mopa @Y THAJaa A WONTN 00N DTATN Y 10
X2 NTEraan DNPN NYT Y383 TN ATXN TR TXO L IMOVATD STV D)
o710 JNOMI-N-A7210 7J52 o) M ND a0 TXD1 ,ONDOYNN R1J*T0 Tenn
ey NTaM 0D Narbon YYe1a 185-9 VSEUD JY TINTY MaN O Yy
L0V TS NYXTD 27210 183 J1'YIN AMD PN Y9 MJT 1N "o
MJ* D INNPN YoNNN L MADTAD A2 N1YTID NYhnn nap DYy T W0 LY
MOMNMN 9 rpaen §OD NN ST oY NITR A0 900 oY wepn nu‘:\m'mmm

~

~ANTHR .

==J0ATIN

Wh 01a¥K 2 % DIRD TRITD QYATD KEXD Y2300 ¥2Ip B 1YY ] 19K Yain oW mw
o ToR O
am [ =




- -
erYoc FORryr MrYor nou'e oNnncYrn ongron rLeomr roce, fio e
Yr oD Yl COrC We QUL Orren OLYS THm.
F. OLAYA*0 WC*0 Lo Qin,
MOOGLN NCCCYN WO Cryr ouDre M LC4raT SYRCIT Ne "0 o BYerm
oI areT ™ A/C fonc ¢rn carrol, CYIG EC MW nerardeTen
MOTIATR OC Qrye " COrC NUCCHT MUDo ' M Ceqrove. Ohro’ oqur onowr
UCIOR *0T0 LICe*o CFF CNrevy cqu™r1 Yo ronyr o rncri CoLAdh T,

fi. MeLL"OUL.
Qrmor THIT O MUnne CT AL oren Ams U o OureLn oy
curer.
#C CLrOe CtC QON’ "L Wil Oy rL NeC- HOTHa® 77 LT LIerTn rMocko
b (s & o
r. egrooe - CLATH TW
gl CO¥N MR ONrCo. AnnEYn oG COLATT Ty 00T HYCr pTaL Mc
LY¥C GIern QhAND. OXF W MXTA ARCIT 02T TN ngot neLrotn cony
MY OFTLT MMTOCHD, OXT L O ran cYirevy Col” O A"C-p=-ITImiL Cer1o
FET ARG ART T U oley C-8eL orgyr nocthon oo gnLTn checn
ST NOTeLrM U CTvg CRETA ISl CaL® DIA'C Chixyn ewrm uaho.
« T O TTPE YT QECN ANCUTN 0TI CCUnL Ce roAn LG RGrrvn earcLin
forocnt i CLNg Pgur o oo Ork GNfM WO Terac noec oos meews ¢ nrren
@ "™ :
A AR L
ORE PEE gte ¥7r [ reep @ gect ooecT GIEN OUNCO @FONT GNP N € AYLrD Ny
rs oaar g

s \ nc




1913 .nf TRER (310 TPIRn T2
TAPIR 1PNY OTRY INEPR IR
Npny pImA %y 131y = 137
mrIpn PNEa) penyn ey
Aofrpen Mmoo pinren

JL957 = 1N

vIina Ten

—

1ePEn npnn

AMeN =P pan

\
AN )
g




7

_ INIDDLE EAST

s BACKGROUND

T"eon 1Ry K" Tn15m11‘
1974 yap3 5

nI*1a"3an

0U'RINEYRNY DYYO17Y KwNla pUYRRIIA MRy 171733

prayow 797KY 01370 K310 9Kkiiaeb 20-0n 155 13arana
mrhan "para"™ nana% Yar7TI0%K 1pYITE IRPTDKIAR M2

«MD1372%Y

n71X2 127170 Y9 N21an0 AKX 71°KA0 0Y00D INKRY 0'*BY BD

«0rniorann noaY "pipn”

O%3ITw YB3 1T NY3T NIRBAND AT3 DEYIXD NiDND nRYon owh

(ak1920Y 8 ,woip 8%r¥97an InB)  LRYRYTYR RAYYIANG Y By

ministry for foreign affairs - information division - jerusalem







[ITERNATIONAL STATUS FOR JERUSALER

VATICAN DENIES IT HAS
CHANGED ITS ATTITUDE

Jerusalem Post, & February 1974

Vatican City

The Vatican press spokesman yesterday denied an Israel press
report which guoted him as saying the Vatican no longer seeks

the internationalisation of Jerusalem.

He said there had been no change in the Vatican's policy on
Jerusalem. This has traditiconally been in favour of internationali-
sation of the city. The Vatican hoped to make its point of view
known in discussions on the problem of Jerusalem, the spokesman

| Eaidi

Federico Alessandrini, the Vatican spokesman, charged that the
Israel newspaper "Ha'aretz" had "stretched" the meaning of

Alessandrini's statements in an interview.

Alessandrini referred to recent statements in which Pope Paul re-

peated his call for a special statute with international "guaran-

tees for Jerusalem, and for international protection of the holy

places.

Alessandrini also Henied that the Vatican regarded the question
of Palestinian Arabs as merely a humanitarian problem. "I did
not at all underestimate the legitimate desires and rights of

the Palestinian people,” he said.

Yesterday Pope Paul met with Lebanese Foreign Minister Fuad
Nafah. A papal aide said the Pontiff reaffirmed during the
meeting the Vatican's proposal for some kind of speecial status
for Jerusalem. The Lebanese minister called on the Vatican

during a private visit to Italy.




A papal aide, who declined to be identified, said Pope Paul
confirmed the Vatican's stand on Jerusalem, but that the
Pontiff avoided elaborating on what kind of special status

Jerusalem should be given.

The prelate said the Vatican would detail its proposal at a
more appropriate time when the Arab-Israel conflict is firmly
headed toward a settlement. But he said the Vatican idea was

for no single State to claim sovereignty over Jerusalem.

{Reuter, UPI)
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THERE 1S ABSOLUTELY NI FOUNDAT!ON FOR THE CHARGES MADE IN THE
LETTER OF THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF JORDAN. IN REGARD
TQ THE SPECIFIC CASE OF THE JAWHARiYAH
BUILDING , NO EXCAVATIVATIONS ARE, OR HWAVE BEEN, CONDUCTED
UNDER THE BUILDING, IT 1S THEREFORE NOT TRUE THAT SUCH CRACKS AS
MAY HAVE APPEARED ARE THE RESULT OF EXCAVATIONS., THE BUILDING
ITSELF IS VERY OLD,AND ALTHOUGH CALLED & *S5CHOOL S IN FACT
USED FOR PRIVATE DWELLING,AND HAS SO BEEN USED FOR GENERA
DUE TO ITS AGE AND GENERAL STATE OF DELAPIDAT ION,THE BUII
HAD TO BE REPAIRED PERIODICALLY BY THE MUN AL AUT
OF JERUSALEM, WHETHER ISRAELI,JORDANIAN OR BRITISH,MANY OF Ti
OLD BUILDINGS IN JERUSALEM ARE NOT IN A GOOD STATE OF PRESERN

AND IN TIMES OF SEVERE AND STORMY WEATHER,SUC 5 WAS EXPER|ENCED

N THE LAST WINTER IN JERUSALEM.THE BUFFETINC O E EN
INEVITABLY AFFECTS THEM.FOR THAT REASON THE ENMGINEERING DEPARTMEN

OF THE MUNICIPALITY MAINTAINS SUPERVISION OVER THE CONDITICN

OF THE BUILDINGS AND CARRIES OUT REPAIRS AS AND WHERE MECESSARY

THIS HAS BEEN DONE ALSO IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE,

WITH REGARD TO THE GENERAL ALLEGATIONS MADE IN THE JORDANIAN LETTER
OF 29 MARCH,THEY ARE A BLATANT EXERCISE IN PROPAGANDA OF A PART ICULA~
~HLY INSIDIOUS KIND IN THAT THE FF O AROUSE RELIGIOUS PASSIONS.
[HERE 15 NO SUBSTANCE OF TRUTH IN THEM,

THE EXCAVATIONS BEING CONDUCTED IN 1 AREA ARQUND THE TEMI

MOUNT ARE CARRIES QUT AND SUPERVISED BY DIS NGUISHED ARCHAE  IS5TS
AND EXPERTS OF INTERNATIONAL DISTINCTION HE EST [ Hi f
JAVE MADE AN INVALUABLE CONTRIBUT i iE ENOWLEDGE '

JIFFERENT CULTURES,SOCIETIES AN EL 161 ONS ) WITH
41STORIC SITE, WITHOUT CONSTITUTING IN ANY DANGER TO ¢ T | M
(ISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS MONUMENT
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ABBIAMO SEMPRE DAVANT!| AL NOSTRO SPIRITO LA SITUAZIONE LEL MEDIO
ORIENTE, DOVE INTORNO: ALLA FATIDICA CITTA DELLA PACE, GEFUSALEMME,
FIGURA PER NOI! DELLA CITTA CELESTE, E INTORNO A QUELLA TERRA, SANTA
PERTANT! TITOLI BIBLICI, EVANGELIC! SPECIALMENTE ANCORA FLRDURA

UNO STATO DI CONTESA, DOVE, OLTRE AD UNA APPROPRIATA TUTELA
GIURIDICA INTERNAZIONALE DE| LUOGH! SANTI! URGE UNA CONVEN!ENTE
SISTOMAZIONE DELLE POPOLAZION! PROFUGHE, :

ATVINRA YIMOA RIA 1IN TMeAWIR3 yreaw a3 (vawa) oo movia L3
| 1y

ABBIAMO SEMPRE DAVANT! AL NOSTRO SPIRITO LA SITUAZIONE DEL MEDIO
ORIENTE, DOVE INTORNO ALLA FATIDICA CITTA DELLA PACE, GERISALEMME,
FIGURA PER NO! DELLA CITTA CELESTE, E INTORNO A QUELLA TERRA, SANTA
.PER TANTI TITOL! BIBLICI, EVANGELIC! SPECIALMENTE DOVE, OLVRE A
UN EPPROPRIATO STATUTO CON GARANZIA INTERNAZIONALE PER LA CITTA
SANTA, GERUSALEMME, ED UNA CONVENIENTE TUTELA GIURIDICA DE! ‘UOGHI
SANTI, URGE UNA GIUSTA ED EQUA SISTEMAZIONE DELLE POPULAZION|
PROFUGHE, ===
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PRESS RELEASE /

IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS REGARDING THE JORDAN1AN
LETTER OF 29 MARCH 1974 ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK IN EAST

JERUSALEM A SPOKESMAN OF THE ISRAEL PERMANENT MISSION TO

THE UNITED NATIONS STATED: ®

**THE JORDANIAN GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE THE LAST TO
COMPLAIN ABOUT THE PRESERVATION OF, AND RESPECT FOR,

RELIGIOUS SITES IN EAST JERUSALEM. DURING TS

OCCUPATION OF THAT PART OF THE CITY THE JORDANIAN AUTHORITIES

RAZED TO THE GROUND ALL JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND

INSTITUTES OF LEARNMING, DESECRATED CEMETERIES AND BARRED

FREEDOM OF ACCESS TO HOLY PLACES. TODAY, THE HOLY

SITES OF ALL RELIGIONS ARE FULLY PROTECTED, REMAIN

UNDER THE ADMINISTRATION OF THEIR RESPECTIVE RELIGIOUS - |
AUTHORITIES, AND FREE ACCESS TO THEM IS ENSURED TO ALL, N
INCLUD ING HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF ARAB VISITORS FROM \
NE IGHBOUR ING ARAB STATES.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK CONDUCTED IN JERUSALEM BY LOCAL b’
AND INTERNATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL BODIES IS BEING CARRIED OQUT
IN FULL RESPECT FOR ALL HISTORIC AND RELIGIOUS SITES IN TE

«7T7033%071 pown '3 om0

AREA. THE WORK 1S A CONTINUATION OF THAT INITIATED AND : |
APPROVED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE BRITISH MANDATORY . |
GOVERMENT .
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

LETTER DATED 29 MARCH 1974 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
GE ggiﬂﬂﬂ TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY
GEN L

UPON INSTRUCTIONS FROM MY GOVERNMENT | HAVE THE HONOUR
TO BRING TO YOUR ATTENTION AN URGENT AND SERIOUS MATTER
COMCERNING NEW ISRAEL! VIOLATIONS OF THE SANCTITY AND
SPECIAL CHARACTER OF THE HOLY CITY OF JERUSALEM.

REPORTS REACHING MY GOVERNMENT INDICATE THAT THE ISRAELI
OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES ARE STILL ENGAGED IN DESTRUCTIVE
EXCAVATIONS AROUND AND BESTDE THE HOLY AND MOST FAMOUS
AL-AQSA MOSQUE AND THE RELIGIOUS AND HISTORICAL AREA
SURROUNDING 1T, ~F=ay i

ON 12 MARCH, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SUPREME MUSLIM COUNCIL
IN JERUSALEM, SHEIKH HILMI AL MUHTAS!B, SENT A TELEGRAM
T0 THE OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES WHICH READ AS FOLLOWS:

' A SERIOUS CRACK HAS OCCURRED IN THE BUILDING OF THE
HISTORICAL JAWHARIYAH SCHOOL WHICH 1S SITUATED AT

THE WESTERN SIDE OF AL-HARAM AL-SHARIF AS A RESULT OF THE
EXCAVATIONS WHICH (THE ISRAEL! OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES)

HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKING UNDERNEATH THE BUILDING. WE HAD

WARNED EARLIER OF THE CONSEQUNCES OF THE EXCAVATION CONDUCTED
BY THE ISRAEL! MINISTRY OF RELIGIQUS AFFAIRS IN THE HOLY CITY
OF JERUSALEM, WE DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE HALT OF THESE
DESTRUCTIVE EXCAVATIONS, AND REPAIR FOR THE STRUCTURE OF THE
HISTORICAL JAWHARIYAH SCHDDL AND THE RESTORATION OF THE
CHARACTER AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE AREA BELOW AND AROUNB THESE

STRUCTURES ..."'’
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THESE ILLEGAL EXCAVATIONS IN AND AROUND AL-HARAM AL-SHARIF AREA,
WHICH STRETCHES FROM BAB ALSILSILAH, THE MAIN

GATE OF AL-HARAM AL ~SHARIF, TO BAB AL-NATHIR, COULD

ULTIMATELY CAUSE THE COLLAPSE AND THE DESTRUCTION OF SEVERAL
RELIGIOUS AND HISTORICAL BUILDINGS, INCLUDING FOUR MOSQUES

AND FIVE OLD AND FAMOUS GATES OF AL-HARAM AL-SHARIF,

MOREOVER, THE 3,000 PERSONS WHO LIVE IN THIS AREA WOULD
EVENTUALLY BE RENDERED HOMELESS.

THESE ISRAELI ACTS ARE IN DIRECT VIOLATION OF ARTICLE

53 OF THE- FOURTHE GENEVA CONVENTION OF 1949 AND OF

ARTICLE 56 OF THE HAGUE CONVENTION OF 1907 WHICH PROHIBITS
THE SEIZURE OR DESTRUCTION OF PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY
AND INSTITUTIONS DEDICATED TO RELIGION OR EDUCATION,

| REQUEST YOUR EXCELLENCY TO TAKE THE NECESSARY ACTIONS TO HALT
ANY FURTHER EXCAVATIONS IN THE HOLY CITY IN VIOLATION OF THE
PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND OF THE UNITED NATIONS
CHARTER AND REPEATED SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS ON

JERUSALEM,

| REQUEST YOUR EXCELLENCY TO BRING THIS LETTER TO THE ATTENTION
OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO
INVESTIGATE ISRAELI PRACTICES AFFECTING HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE
POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES.

| SHOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WQULD CIRCULATE THIS LETTER AS
AN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT DF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE
SECURITY COUNCIL.

(SIGNED) ABDUL HAMID SHARAF
AMBASSADOR
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
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APOSTOL IC EXHORTAT ION CONCEFNING THE INCREASED NEEDS OF THE CHURCH
IN THE HOLY LAND,
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** WERE THE PRESENCE OF OUT BRETHREN THEnf TO CEASE THE SHRINES
WOULD BE WITHOUT THE WARMTH OF THIS LIVING WITNESS , AND THE
CHRISTIAN HOLY PLACES OF JERUSALEM AND THZ HOLY LAND WOULD BECOME
LIKE MUSEUMS.

151.2. 6010 101N 0207 1PN Y192 0N 0 YO A0
-:1V*J10
"+ ANXIETY AT THE DECREASING NUMBERS OF CIRISTIANS IN THE ANCIENT

REGION THAT WERE THE CRADLE OF OUs FAITH '’
PAUL V! ADDRESSES HIS EXHORTATION TO THE EPOSCOPATE , THE CLER

|
OV 0TDATTPD 22,.2,72-0 10TNI0 0YYVD 1OTM

AND THE FAITHFUL OF THE WHOLE WOaLD , INVITING THEM ABQVE ALL TO
REFLECT ON THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IN THE HOLY L.AND » THE CHURCH
IN JERUSALEM , THE HOLY PLACES , ANU THE RELATED PROBLEMS OF A
RELIGIOUS POLITICAL AND SOCIAL NATURE .
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S THE CONTINUATION OF THE STATE OF TENSION IN THE MIDDLE EAST *°

AND ** THE CONTINUATION EXISTANCE OF SITUATIONS LACKING A CLEAR
JURIDICAL BASIS INTERNATIONALLY RECUGNIZED AND GUARANTEED ’°’

_ THIS INVITATION OF OURS , HOWEVER , IS INTENDID TO HAVE NO
OTHER SIGNIFICANCE THAN A RELIG|OUS OR CHARITABLE ONE , EVEN
THOUGH WE CANNOT_REFRAIN FROM MENTIONING THE PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE
OF THE QUESTION OF JERUSALEM AND THE HOLY PLACES » A QUESTION THAT
BEEN DEALT WITH IN OTHER SOLEMN PAPAL DOCUMENTS ,'*
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THE PILGRIMS AND THE JORDANIAN TOURIST
BUREAU DURING JORDANIAN RULE OVER JERUSALEM

Tierra Santa - Editorial

September 1957 .

Never would we have imagined that performance of one of their
principal and oldest obligations would bring threat and
persecution upon the Franciscans of the Holy Land from an

official agency of the Jordanian Government.

For the past seven centuries, since the Franciscans settled in

the Holy Places of the Holy Land, one of the chief tasks

that they undertoock, and have all along fulfilled, has been

that of caring for pilgrims. In the discharge of this mission,

which in the past was very difficult, they were never hindered,

either by the Arab conguerors or by the Turkish, or by the .
British Mandatory officials. No one had hitherto thought that

they were acting improperly in doing something which, more

than a privilege, is their duty.

Mow, the thinking is different, because the nearness of Franciscans
prevents pilgrims from insolent exploitation by official
tourist guides and other individuals dependent on the (Jordanian)

tourist bureau.




In every country, tourist agencies have been set up and operate

for the comfort and well-being of visiting foreigners. In Jordan,
it appears that it is otherwise, and that the tourist bureau,

with all of its numerous personnel, has been established as a
business, and a not very clean one at that, based on taking

impious and cruel advantage of visitore. Even the Director of the
bureau once said publicly that he felt ashamed of its embarrassing
~buses of tourists and pilgrims; but he has not seen to it

that effective action be taken to remedy them. On the contrary,

the bureau is,in fact, inspiring, even if unwittingly, the misdeeds

of its underlings.

Its special aversion to the Franciscans stems from the ill-will
of official tourist guides and other tricksters, and even from

the bureau itself, which considers that its interests are damaged.

The guides, already paid well enough by the pilgrims, take those
who want to buy religious cobjects and local souvenirs to specific
shops, where the owners are in collusion with them and give them
up to thirty percent of the proceeds. The pilgrim, ignorant of
prices and quality, trusts to the honesty of his guide, not
suspecting that he has every interest in the pilgrim being
fleeced as much as possible, and invariably abets the deceiving

salesman.

Each member of every group of tourists is asked to pay a pound
and a half ( four dollars) a day - a pound for the guide, half

a pound for the bureau. If Franciscans escort the pilgrims, that
half a pound is saved, with other extras too, and the bureau
cannot stand that loses,To be sure, it withholds the real reason
for its behaviour. It will rather indict the monks as enemies

of the (Hashemite) State, of maligning the Government, even of
spying for the Jews. The (Jordanian) Security Service, which

dislikes investigating or listening to explanations, will no




--‘ I--n-

doubt issue a fulminating order of expulsion.

The bureau should distinguish between pilgrims and tourists.
Tourists come wholly under its supervision, and certainly the
Franciscans will not meddle there. But the Catholics of Europe
and America, donors of charity to the Holy Land, have a perfect
right to be helped here by the Franciscans, the (actual) recipients.
of it; there are pilgrims who ask for, and greatly prefer, a
Franciscan and not a certified official guide; if pilgrims

in multitudes have come and are still coming, the credit belongs
to the propaganda and corganization of the Franciscans; and it

is a Franciscan of the Custody, Father Eugenio Hoade, who has
done most to earn that credit and deserves not the contempt

but the thanks of Jordan.

Why does the bureau not address its grievances to the Custody,

rather than employ the tactics of nomads?

March 18, 1974
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1. IN PURSUANCE OF RESOLUTION 3,42 ADC D BY THE GENERAL
CONFERENCE AT ITS SEVENTEENTH &ESS|ON CTOBER NOVEMBER
1972) AND DECISION 4.5.1 OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AT ITS SEEQJGH
APRIL MAY 1973), THE DIRECTOR GEMNERAL H
CONTINUED HIS CONSULTATIONS WITH A VIEW TO APPOINTING
A QUALIFIED PERSON AS HIS REPRESENTATIVE IN
JERUSALEM,
o. TWO SPECIALISTS WITH THE REQUISITE QUALIFICATIONS FOR THIS
ASS|GNMENT SUCCESS|VELY DECLINED FOR PERSONAL REASONS
¥ THE OFFER M@DE TO THEM,
| 3. THE DIRECTOR GENERAL (S CONTINUING HIS EFFORTS IN ORDER
i ' TO BE ABLE TO TAKE THE NECESSARY MEASURES TO
IMPLEMENT SHORTLY SO FAR @S HE 1S CONCERNED
THE ABOVE MENT!ONED RESOLUTIONS .==
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