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THE RIGHT FOR SELF-DETERMINATION OF ALL NATIONS IS
THE KEY FOR A SOCIALIST SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT IN
' WEST ASIA!

(A Declaration of Editorial Board of ‘Pages of the Left’ ('Praxis’), Tel Aviv —
London and Revolutionary Israeli Srudents in England — R.1.5.E.)

1.  The present bloody combat in Palestine (Eretz-lsrael) cannot be defined as a
struggle between the world Zionist movement and nationalist Arab forces. Itisa .
tragic confrontation of two nations — the Israeli and the Palestinian,

2. The establishment of the State of Israel was made possible by the desire of the
Jewish masses and the | ewish inhabitants of Palestine (Eretz-lsrael) for a state of
their own, following the Nazi holocaust. This desire and the political realities which
it represented were formally recognised by the United Nations resolution of 1947
which called for the establishment of a Jewish and an Arab state within Palestine
(Eretz-Israel), as part of a general process of elimination of colonialism and est-
ablishing independent states on its ruins. Israeli and Palestinian rights of self-
determination are not incompatible, Therefore, from a Socialist standpoint, there
can be one solution only; nowadays, as twenty years ago, internationalist dialogue
based on mutual recognition of nations’ right to self-determination.

3.  The conflict between the nations in West Asia (Middle East) was inflamed and
exploited by imperialism in order to gain a foothold and preserve its interests in

the area. The need of small and new nations in our age for material, military and

political assistance, as well as the political attitude of the national movements'

leaderships, has caused both parties to be dependent for the last few decades on

the various world powers who have vested interests in the region. ‘

At certain periods during the Twentics and the Thirties (up to 1939) the
Hebrew Yishuv had the backing of Britain, of the Soviet Union in the Faorties
(against the alliance of feudal Arab overlords and the British Foreign Office under
Bevin), of the French during the Fifties, and the American, West German and, to
some extent, the British at present. '

The Palestinians (and the Arab states insofar as they were directly involved in
the conflict) were alternately supported by Nazi Germany and Mussalini's Laly
during the Thirties and the early Forties (the Palestinians then being led by the
Muphti Haj Amin el Husseini, who was appointed an 5.5. general by Himmler and
had actively supported the extermination of European fewry), by the British
Foreign Office and American oil-monopolies during the second half of the Farties,
by the Soviet Union from the mid-Fifties, by China during the Sixties, and by
de Gaulle from the 1967 war.

Only an internationalist solution can free the people of West Asia from the
bondage of foreign powers and allow them to embark on the road to Socialism!



4.  ‘The present state of hostilicies undermines the prospects of a Socialist
revolution both in lsrael and the Arab countries. Furthermore, it necessarily
stimulates an unholy alliance of the reactionary with the progressive clements
under the umbrella of ‘National unity”.

This artificial combination hinders the progress of the class struggle and
abstructs the path of the true revolutionaries ur. both sides. The Palestinian military
organisations, indirectly financed by the American money of the oil-monopolies
which reaches them through Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, find themselves, in spite of
all internal disputes, in one fraternal camp with not only the semi-Fascist Baath
regime in Iraq (whose hands are stained with the blood of the Kurdish freedom-
fighters, Communists and other left-wing elements), and with the ultr:-chauvini:t’
cligue of *nec-baathist’ generals in Syria, but also with the feudal King Hussein an
the arch-feudal — King of Saudi Arabia.

In Israel too, Socialists sit in the same government coalition with right-wing
reactionaries and semi-fascists while real left-wing opposition is on & defensive.

5.  The capitalist system prevailing at present in lsrael {despite some non-
capitalist sectors such as the Kibbutzim and some projects of the Histadruth) is
largely supported and financed by American, West German and other Western
resources. Consequently, it is reinforced by its connections with the West and
sustained on the background of national conflict in West Asia, Opposing this
regime, i.e. neo-capitalist state, which is governed mainly by the right-wing social-
democrat bureaucracy, are not Socialist Arab republics but a combination of
feudalist systems from Kowait to Libya in alliance with petit-bourgeois
Bonapartist juntas {revealing anti-feudal trends and inclination towards national
isation of different sectors in their economy) from Iraq through Syria to Egypt
and Algeria.

It is absurd for any socialist to identify those Arab states {which often
distinguish themselves by iron suppression of national and ethnic minorities such
as the Kurds in Northern Iraq, Africans in Southern Sudan and Berbers in
Algeria) as socialist strongholds. Such an assumption cannot be sustained either b'
the evident enthusiastic backing of the Soviet nec-Stalinists, nor by the fact that
the proletariat and the peasants have no share in the leadership of Arab states.

6.  From the points mentioned above we conclude:

The only possible method of rooting out chauvinism and advancing the
cause of the progressive elements in their struggle against the reactionaries is
peace and socialist solidarity, of Arabs, lsraelis, Kurds, Africans (in Southern Sudan),
Turks and Persians, united against capitalism and imperialism in West Asia and
Northern Africa. We strangly believe that, as a result of the existence of both the
Israeli and the Palestinian nations in Palestine (Eretz-lstacl) peace will be brought
about by mutual recognition of both nations of their right to self-determination.
This is not merely wishful thinking. This is the only real way to unite the revolut-
jonary forces against capitalism and imperialism (and feudal elements) in West Asia.
This is the only way which can create the political conditions for a socialist revolution
in the regian.







A Palestinian recognition of the right of the lsraeli nation to exist means — - 4
a recognition of the right of the State of Israel to live, and its scceptance into the
family of nations of West Asia as a free and independent State.

lsrachi recognition of the right of the Palestinian nation to exist means — a
recognition of the Palestinians’ right to freely determine théir own future co-existing
side by side with their neighbours. The State of Israel must recognise and assist any
political solution which the Palestinians are to choose, providing that such a solution
will not be based on a denial of Israeli right to self-determination,

7. Peace in West Asia can be achieved by agreement between the Palestinians

and the Israelis, reached after negotiating a settlement of all main problems:

boundaries, the question of the refugees, together with collaboration in different .
fields, and preferably signed also by Arab countries.

In the framework of an overall settlement in West Asia, besides the problems
already mentioned, such topics as freedom of navigation in international waterways.
stopping of economic blockade, etc., must also be included.

Peace will pave the way for a socialist answer to the economic and social
problems both in Israel and in the Arab countries, The rulers and policy-makers will
no longer be able to divert the attention of the masses from their exploitation by
calling them to the flag, nor be able to silence the opposition inside by pointing to
the danger from outside.

Peace will dissipate the smoke screen of chauvinism, and will advance the
class struggle and crystallization of left-wing political forces.

8.  Regarding the situation as we do, we categorically reject all notions calling
for asstmilation of the occupied territories into the State of Israel; we totally
reject all advocates of such a policy — sdoves' and ‘hawks’ alike, Annexation of the
occupied territories ta the State of Israel, whether in theory or in practice, would
result in aggravation and perpetuation of the antagonism between the two nations.

On the other hand, we regard any policy aimed at the destruction of the State
of Tsrael as not only unrealistic, but also harmful to the cause of the Palestinian
nation itself, the major victim of three wars since 1947.

9.  In Europe, where nationalities have already erystallised, in the form of
independent states, some Marxists are inclined to under-estimate the significance
of such a process taking place in this age among the newly formed states of the
Third World.

The notion of rejecting national independence in favour of a socialist supra-
national solution implies the omission of a stage which is really more essential in
the colonialist and post-colonialist conditions than the bourgeois-democratic stage
in the progression towards socialism (e.g., perhaps a supra-national state of South-
Eastern Asia was a better socialist solution than separate national existence of India,
Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma; but in the conerete phase of anti-imperialist struggle
concrete national rights of self-determination emerged). Such a supra-national view
reveals a profound misunderstanding of the authentic desires of many young
aations in Asia and Africa for self-determination.

——_




A socialist revalution in West Asis will 90¢ be achioved by dreams about
annéhilation of the State of lsrael and the consequent blood-bath on the way to-a -
socialist ‘non-state’, 5

In order to reach the starting point of a socialist revolution, both the
Palestinian and Isracli nations must go through the stage of national independence.
Only a socialist confederation of West Asia can now be the realisation of the true
internationalist ideals.

10. Our sympathy for the Palestinian entity cannot blind us to the fact that, so
far, the Palestinian organisations are unwilling to recognise the right of the Israelis
to self-determination — the very right which they (i.e. the Palestinians) claim for
Ihm“j?ﬂl

Moreover, their insistent pledge to liberate not only their own people (i.e. c.
Palestinians) but also the lsraelis (whom, naturally, they do not represent) from the
rule of the 'Tel Aviv government’ and the ‘zionist regime’ — betrays chauvinist
tendencies, which are further reinforced by the terrorist policy they carry out
against Israelis as such, as distinct from any possible confrontation with military
forces.

The fate and the future of a nation must be determined by its own working-
class, intelligentsia and the left-wing — from the inside, and not be dictated to from
without. Any negation of this right must inevitably lead to a reign of terror and
deprivation of freedom.

Only mutual recognition of the right o self-determination can bring about an
internationalist exchange of views and co-operation between the revolutionary
elements on both sides: Isracli and Arab socialists,

We deplore in equal measure both Israeli and Arab chauvinists, whose sole
purpose is to dominate the whole of Palestine (Eretz-lsrael), using so-called
democratic concessions to bribe individuals of the opposing nation (despite the well-
proven fact that denial of national rights implies national suppression and denial of
individual rights as well).

& & & ¥ B & B = & ¥ & & .'

The left-wing groupings in Istael are conducting a struggle against the
Establishment, and wish to open a dialogue with Arab revolutionaries and the New
Left in Europe.

We dao not consider, however, that a one-sided (and, one may say, anti-
Leninist) condemnation of Israel as a ‘reactionary nation’ (which recalls the
erring formulae from the days of F. Engels) and antagonism towards the lawful
right of the nation of lsrael for self-determination, are likely to serve the cause of
socialism,

On the contrary, such a policy can only encourage chauvinistic warmongers

in West Asia, and aggravate the effects of hysterical nationalism among the masses
on both sides.

Please send comments and remarks to:
R.LS.E CLUB, HERTFORD COLLEGE. OXFORD,






