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1 The drilling agreement between the company Moriah and the Water
Commission has not yet been signed, although discussions have been

held on the subject. No work has bequn in the field. The Cabinet received
a complete report on the project, but no decision has yet been made.

2. The Minister of Defence, through the Coordinator of Government
Operations in the administered territories, has raised, with those
responsible for water resources in the country, a number of requirements
as a condition for his agreeing to the drilling:

A. The inhabitants of the administered territories will pay an
identical price for water from the new well as they do for
water pumped from existing wells. Those responsible for the
project will be obliged to subsidize the difference in cost, .
if there is any.

B. Compensation in egual guantity will be given for any existing
source of water that may be harmed as a result of the drilling.
An apparatus, in cooperation with a neutral party, will be set
up for resolving disputes. i

C. The right of the local inhabitants to receive water, including
calculations as to the future increase in consumption, will be
guaranteed and be given top priority. Consequently, most of the
water from the well will go to the local inhabitants.

F. It is essential to note that existing water sources in the area are
dwindling. Already today a large amount of water is supplied to the area
from sources within the area of the green line (out of 20.6 million cubic
meters of water used in the area during the year 1985/6, more than 20%

was supplied from within the area of the green line). .
Israel is committed to guaranteeing the regular supply of water toc the
inhabitants of the area, and the company Moriah itself announced that it

would not carry cut the project in opposition to the will of the area's
inhabitants.

20 October 1987
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Plan to Drill for Water on West Bank
Stirs Dlspute

By Glenn Frankel
Washintgion Fost Fortign dervice

HERODION—Not far from the ruined palace of bib-
lical King Hernd is a small valley protected from the
Middle Eastern sun by a grove of fragile pines. Here in
this geological rift east of Bethlehem, where two layers
of earth rub against each other, an Anierican company
headed by a Christian fundamentalist wants to drill for
the one resource that in this arid region is as precious
2s gold: water,

But this is the Weat Bank, occupied and administered
by lerael, inhabitated mostly by Arabs—a place where
even a drink of water can provoke political controversy,
So the elaborate drilling plan, one that would use new,
untried and expensive to tap an under-
wdu1 has become a struggle for power and con-

ed American investors, dismissed political objections
recently, declaring that "Jesus did not concern himnH
about the trivial matters of occupation armies. .

Everyone agrees the area needs more water, but that
is about all they agree on. Local Palestinian leaders,
who learned of the $15 million project only when it was
disclosed in an lsraeli newspaper, suspect it is a plot to
steal their water, divert it to nearby Jerusalem and put
them more firmly under Israel's rule,

Israeli officials are divided, with two ministries sup-
porting the project as a way of bringing more water to a
thirgty region, while a third opposes it because of the
resistance it has aroused locally and internationally,
Egypt and Jordan have denounced the plan, while the
United States and the European Community have cast
,doubts on its legality.

Arab opposition is fed by estimates that Jewish ul-uf’i > Hill, a geologist who heads the Moriah Energy and

tlers already use 42 percent of the area’s water
thl:uih they make up less than 10 percent of the pop-
ulation
The Israeli buigadier general in charge of the military
occupation of the West Bank resigned last week in part,
friends say, because he was bypassed and his opposition
to the project ignored by his superiors,
Gilman Hill, the fundamentalist Christian from En-
, Colo., who heads the company that would drill
the water and hopes to finance it through like-mind-

}S'a 0 ""*'7"'(," _,.ﬁfl- (Cr‘-':
AE § G=7 U 4;'1

"Technology Corp. of Englewood, says he sees the pro-
End“lmgm quest to provide water to the Holy

He has promised local Arab leaders he will not go
ahead with the plan without their support, but lsrael's
Cabinet last month gave the project preliminary approv-
al and it has developed a momentum here that some say
will be difficult to stop. Still, Hill wrote in a recent let-
ter, “this project will be difficult to accomplish withnut a

f-‘;sl
¢ el U PrerA

major miracle of God."
r\]"]r.‘g 1(@3}.
*1::(?5 ~1sN 3

2

R

— @‘m—

Y XN =

%R




e

|S87-18-81 18:586

WI¥

Such a miracle s neceasary,
some say, because when God made
this the Promised Land he ne-

lected to install running water.

ain is an elusive visitor and the
soil is parched and unfar:im% "For
us, water is like petroleum,” saya
Nader Hatib, surveyor and enginear
for the Bethlehem Water Supply
Department, “Whoever controls it,
controls our lives”

The West Bank is located atop a
spinal column of hills that have the
most abundant underground aqui-
fers, Since capturing the West Bank
from Jordan in 1967, lsrael gradually
has asserted control of water sup-
plies in the same general way it has
taken control of much of the land,

Mekorot, the state-controlled wa-
ter supply company, has taken over
most of the area’s water syslem,
freely mixing West Bank supplies
with those of Israel proper. The
rates for Jewish settlers, subsidized
by Zionist institutions, are about one-
quarter those of their Arab neigh-

bors, according to a recent study by
mm;- Base Project, a
t oup.

Three years of goushl have ag-
vated problems for both sides and
recent summers several Arab

cities have had to rely on water
trucked in by tankers, Jerusalem,
Israel's capital and mtiulznl show-
piece, a burgeoning population cen-
:erhrbolhﬁlhmd,[n%ﬂ;
20es 4 potentisl Water crisia in
next decade that could curtail its
growth.

Y Gl GO0 —THL WARSGTON PO

The short-term solution is to drill

mare shallow wells, But drilling per-

mits are closely guarded by the au-

thorities, who say they fear too many

wells will destroy the aquifer. They-
began looking for & long-term an-

awer e

The man who came up with one
was Avraham Melamed, a hydrol-
ogical consultant for the Moriah
company. Melamed singled out the

“With more water
available, there will
be more Jewish
settlers, more
settlements and

more loss of our
land.”

— Bethleham Mayor Elias Freij
Herodion area, site already of five

smaller wella, because it is near the
large aquifer that flows east to the
Dead Sea

The H!:I is to intercept the sweet )

water before it reaches the sea. But
rather than drill one narrow bore-
hole, Melamed proposed sinking a
large vertical shaft, then branching
out once inside the aquifer with sev-
eral horizontal shafts to get the
maximum amount.

14BB126 el

It is 80 expensive a technique
that few have tried it and :rnnj?u-
sional hydrologists di on ita’
prospects for success, Many say the
amount of water available is not
worth the cost. Some say they fear
that draining water so rapidly will
dry out all the other wells in a wide
area and that the project could w-
phon off round water that

S ot

al Ministry the , A8
did the Defense Mirﬂslrr?h:ﬂch
overstes the West Bank, after cer-

§~

tain objections were met. Moriah
and Me m.thnmnnm to the
cantract, to agree to

ority to Arab needs in mm’
ministry officials said,
agreed to furnish free water to
one whose well was dried out by the
project. Also, officials say they re-

There was another feature that
appealed to the Isramelisz Mariah
agreed to fund the entire project by
raising money from private Amers
ican investors,

“We risk nothing,” said a senior
military official in charge of admin-
istering the ares, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity, “Right now we
estimate we are using only 10 par- |
cent of the total rainfall in the area,
So as long ag these conditions are in
the contract, what do we have to
lose?

One official who disagreed was
Brig. Gen, Ephraim Sneh, the Weat
Bank's senior military administra-

END
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tor. Sneh argued that local resi-
dents would bitterly oppose the
plan, but he found hMimsell increas
ingly isolated within the Defense
Ministry to the point where he was
not asked to attend a series of key
meetings on the project, He res
signed last week, and although he
has refused to comment publicly,
friends say the Herodion project
was 8 major factor. Ministry offi-
cials deny this,

Local Arab leaders learned about
the project only when Joel Green-
berg, Arab affairs reporter for The
Jerusalem Post, disclosed it in late
June, months after it was proposed,
They were not pleased,

“Obviously the Israelis did not
want us to know about it,” said Elias.

Frelj, Palestinian mayor of Bethle-
hem, who Is considered one of the
West Bank's leading political mod-
erates but who takes a very harsh
view of the Herodion project.

"lerael has no right to do this pro-
ject. With more water available
there will be more Jewish settlers,
more settlements and more loss of
our land. And if they find big water,
the Israelis will never under any
condition withdraw from this area,
This would seal our political future;
it would be a very big nail in the
coffin of the peace process.”

Freij went to his friend, Israeli
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, to
enlist his help in killing the project,
Israeli legal experts said the project
could be justified under internation-

al law s0 long as the water supply of
the local population was mot dis-
turbed, just as Israel pumped oil
from the Sinai Peninsuls until it re-
turned the area to Egypt.

Peres said he will support the
project provided Arab water needs
are jm:;. Nuneth;i;n. senior staff-
€rs In his own ministry strongly
posed it. 7 "

They object, according to a sen-
ior Foreign Ministry official, on the
grounds that the  technology in-
volved is experimental, the project
could provoke internastional con-
dem;mtim and they do not trust the
Moriah company to deliver on ita

commitments.

“The officials especially feared
that Moriah would lsunch a fund.

%

raising drive among Christian fun-
damentalists by emphasizing that
much of the water would go to Je-
rusalem—a diplomatic red flag be-
cause most of the world does not
recognise Israel's annexation of the
Arab sector of the city or its des-
ignation as lsrael's capital.

A recent 11-page letter from Hill
to Fred did little to ease their fears.
In it, Hill ¢ites a number of New Tes-
tament passages to justify the pro-
ject and, after observing that “Jesus
did not concern himself about the
trivial matters of occupation armies
or government decrees,” Hill asked,
"Should we do any less? Should you
and | remain immobilized out of fear,
hatred and bitterness over our cir-
cumstances, waiting for some man-

made palitical solution that '
further delayed® = w
Hill and Isracll authorities con-
cede they erred In not
Freij and other Arab leaders ear-
lier, Still, Hill told Freij he wants ta...
go ahead and wants the mayorig..
support plus that of Jordan, which.
exercises Informal veto power oven.,
such development projects in tha,,
West Bank. o
Others are not so sure Hill will::
succeed. “The situation is sensitive’”’
to say the least,” said a senior Fore::
eign Ministry official, “Even if the
project never gets under way, the™
impression is being created that wie"
are allowing them to take Wegt"
Bank water for lIsraeli territosy
The political demage will be done ™"
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Water scheme worries Per

By BENNY MORRIS "—]' "_
s and JOEL GREENBERG 3
E‘rl’mﬁp Minister Peres is “concerned”” about a major
i water-drilling scheme in the West Bank, and has
.#et n train an inquiry into its purpose and likely
consequences, informed sources said yesterday.
~“=The plan to pump water near Bethlehem, mostly to
Jerusalem and Jewish settlements, has brought strong
ian protests and ions of concem from
senior officials as well as Egypt and Jordan, which plans
to raise the issue at the UN. Sources close to the project
have said it could deplete wells serving Arab communi-
ties in the Bethiehem region.
Peres has repeatedly posited the “improvement of
the quality of life" of the Arab population of the
territories as one of the aims of the government, and “is

concerned byﬂ:phlhlllludrﬂﬁ.nlidmdh.
obtain water for the inhabitants of Israel proper
than for those of the territories," the sources said
The coordinator of activities in the ddfritor
Shmuel Goren, said this week that the project §
only get final approval if adequate water
Arab communities were guaranteed in a legally bindi

Goren defended the project as the onlj‘ ﬂ}ﬂ '
ensure the future water supply of Jerusalem Hrj
communities in the central mountain ridge which runs”
through the West Bank. The project is to :
deep-drilling technology and pump some 18 million |
cubic metres of water a year from a West Bank
aquifer near Herodion. It has already been approved in
principle by Defence Minister Rabin.

N3 70 anna o' 1yn - |

AT 0 2INWY NI

naTya omyn TR

7K UK, TG
pr*yx onvnra ot
e o0 03 I YN
Y [IVER omaaann
yione ,"o"on a1 Ot
g'gn mMpna ot
Y m Tk an e

kn mmn

o oe Y3 nank s

=350 Nat hen oy mm

P Yoo hreR. Yo ny

T\ TET A O

nvmes Wit kb mun
ETR3 BRI

-

ge

O TR TN

Tanma PR T vpa
0w IR PRt TR
TR DR 1Y oot

L
P MM KT MY - )
- “marm M. am
et SMEn fuTMe 3%b TeIEn §vvm
f7oon 2 5 ok
Y3 "1 nhno ovan |
o Yy wr ;oo
Jan |




L AR R L

U" — 00 DR ©°

e L e

- () NPT

ORI 1T NRD

TIEUE MY YD Nk e anp e
meten - “mowen Yonen mbwos mapya
 nrmann e ayrawe PN
T3wna NP3 19703 NYPST AT
TP mmbnannh 7m0 - avIIT otk
MI'IA 293 TN OROIOTN KITIPNE
13 WY .rnh my maana aop 3wn
WM 1007 M3 I nK onTY Tron
MW XY mInn mee k%Y M
M@ R - PR MK MIsne e s
me Sooea Swonavbyn yaann navn
IWPNR 1790 ,0MEN DTIBA BE MMM
b o m'b

T 50 0900 MR WY TN R
2007 ova b onnaa anva oen
72 by - mub oveab ab mran Mmoo
K? MOOT MK ©8 A13m p1 - o
BR™IaT ,O*830 Y300 08 15070 N
¥oon moen Yi3 03 - anm™ 0T oo
B2 ,mia% wen - KT mYanm
TEPTImM magman MMEmen Yhaa
M@ "2 D3 200 atanom A
AR mrasn abenn graah e - paab
P T MTTRTTER YT mMTD
N (TI3N0 Mooy oyom) MINETErR rmn
= " K7 733 o3 SPW ane Yy 1mbya
M WRY IS MIoERn Yo nonrun
'K OX 0PI 1973 0901 AKX "I
TEPY mran maw pem v ek e oo
AT PRT WK 1I0 - TRy nonn
Jerny

0 TemEn Thann 93 Yoo oo
MR 17330 "M NP aIaa M oy
awp o o fnp? Mot meron Jama
V122 PR - 135 maab e o e
PRIDIT K9K SR N3n mnna o
T A3MEa T2 e Y2 oyns e
' omeam mvmate Mt mman
= mxnisent 0PI o maTenn myan
U0 oY WK ATy ne oy AR S
SR NI DYRI T K

BPINT Mayea e BRI o3
KW POREM - MI3Y oMl K9 oMK
ONK RI00XIN 0T 1IN onY e
AT MR aut e b ot
T3 YPHKAR T2 MTT NI P M
93" 238 72 By rITTn ovntmaR
W MpY ooinw ohorrn oo oo
B*N33 A7 T 1 e . e
AT N ¥12 17 B0 O T K
BT 23N X3I0™WIR MPT onn 1w ot
BTN N - abra o oy 3ot
w13% B 25 A Mt e
LI W MY k12 o
e L = i g h el gyoe "andon "otk
ays iop nt3% pyrata anean ne
AMPY 1UPA rrans mbyh A oenmEeR
e o b B ¥ W g e 1 |

T2 1277 RYANK byD
0P N*2% ey aan anpa
JBYD1 ;X3I0 1930 NPT wEn
1097 NP2 YA - NNk
| noI1a Ny o
9212 22 PN .onY T

DEYP Mam pTMInn N0 DN
277 Y0 NMBET 219 M3 o130 ovan
B 107 SRRt MRt I b onoea
= WYY MY A3 - Y K3 Mk
awye N0 YR Ly Rbnen
K9 130 OO X0 .33 0t My
TRP"AIT3 T NP3 T3 - TN DK K
oA Yy mapeat e oY ams o -
20 DYYTENE IR 33T T3 T
v U pw porh MK Aean Jnown
AY323 %Y M2 1*33 W KT 03T YT .ma
WY .DVEm MR PO R 3700 Tome em
JMK DNewn T Pmnr npnvst ayean
@R M2 oYt .Mt Bt o O
TH 1"307 TWERTR 127 opmenmy oty
SRS MY Y. 190 R TR
¥371 93 30 ne R oI R
7Y TID AUPR N33 TN837 77337 N30
O™IE33 TS DY 123 1974 7% 37BN
O nzabm K LTI STy B Iy
0 - MBI M ATYyn oy .arneTan
ME0EM DD NUTIRI ANSTET Y53 My
BPIWR AT — DRI TTavan soian
,7URY Oy %P3 .0V 0'033 Mm%
5 heaaa pve YT Yo ong b
AMe TeR Man e 28 "3 nbemn
A3 BV 02 MM hNK 30072 - JeTn
‘AMeBT WINTTYIR Lo oW
ama? oM oraa So mmbe e
7935 5Tt oran et b v - o
JTITION K2 2712 TN CpKaa o2 e
P - M T evnmpe 13 ot
oY oM Nt onnn anwRTn
O BRI g ')
B b e iy B e B i B e B T
o2 AT I3 K Yow 1t KXY v
PR AP 2D TUNY pUIEt gepima
PTEON O NS
K77 Y18 KT TIaR R
PYEn rank Wty
BEAME B 0° 3P0 LN KD Dok
%3 N R b b
nREK 8" o ITaR] HL"
JITREN TR YT KT moes praan
J*3gal AT
A0 BAYT A 1an . mibl
e -

10

P vy kg o
ATV R IR
S
g e )

R
g*e3

5y

MR 93 N anon

B 1}

. N




: i :
\[?,"}3 ; PIir-1v3 wpn nphnn o eI
3N 110 L1
ol LR Piin  vawv _Llimm
b K
{"q}J 2 HMaux
o ™ e
fh) y
?y JY}d'- bllsmp b¥sims
C r "F';i?.l.
S 49940 | R s
71 y | i
Qﬂk Vi [.T*’
136 13p32% .nv379% n31%0 L 7177190 A1T7KA 0B nateg
. A Mo/ 3e5 - S /18968 X377 7-0 n*I77%0 naatka neth (x ?
ixi*&kdﬁ/, INEP naaTRa navaw pete (3
N1%I¥E V2% DIANK 399 naavaet 179 natasne YYoav nvrapa nnnae (1
LMIn"e
“]:". DR YRMITP r""h’_".‘“'r'n AAR*E PR3 SYxawe *Vp yvsann pYnows NInYen Yy oroem {;
PRIIN WIRD BT = TOWIR XY 1YYy wat 0 naann b oovene akvae (3
LDTIWINT N1YIDT3 PaBR KYYD 72
18793770 BYLAD TINT 1p*aa0 kIR (%
L OYKTEIN NT3300 YBas (1
LnI%wn Atk 2"y natwevky 1y evaben (2
.B707%8% 023190 %913 - 12¥3 1a°%y 13gpnanw nAn®e n1731on Yy gvoqe (3
B30 DWILAY OAITAINA 1ITINT_II7T 0¥ Ia¥n nwas nadead ooh axna oxn (9
+87737%0 DYBOE KIPYTAN =~ D2% NKO2 ok LaYrpaTAR® Drasne bon 199%h %o npibnY
, TN
. ] 3 1 ' 3>
P A=A NI\ 9 fanjc anf CJJ.]L (i YU
' ' A A
%\ AA _Con ) \ 1 ~M ) A (o £
qvea L+ N2WN DY g8.7.87 1VWn




1987-a7-08 11:23 wxwukw KESHER MNEW-YORK ##&x* L488123 B2

UNITED N A S
NATIONS -

General Assembly Security'f.:ouncil

Distr.
GENERAL

A/42/385

0159 5/18968

(Z__ .7 July 1987
ENGLISH
#"’/"":] ORIGINAL: ARABIC

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECURITY COUNCIL
Forty-second session Forty-second year
Item 76 of the preliminacy list*
REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO

INVESTIGATE ISRAELI PRACTICES

AFFECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OP

THE POPULATION OF THE OCCUPIED
TERRITORIES

Letter dated 6 July 1987 {rom the Permanent Representative of Jordan
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I wish to inform you of the new plan, which is being implementad by the
Israeli occupation authorities, to seize control of the ground-water resources in .
the occupled Arab territories, particularly in the area of Bethlehem. It was
recently revealed that one stage in this plan provides for a well to be dug, to a
depth of 1,000 metres, in an area south-east of Bethlehem and for the ground water
to be pumped to the western half of the occupied city of Jerusalem and the Israelf
settlement colonies in that area. The Israell water company, Mekorot, has signed a
contract with an American technology and energy company called Mariah for execution
of the project, which will enable the Israell sccupation authorities to pump a
guartity &f 10 wallives wulise molime 40 wuled duuh gobLa.

This project, which waz broached two years ago, enioys strong support from the
Iscraeli Ministry of Agriculture, which controls the water authority, and the
Iscaeli Minlster of Defance recently approved implementation of the plan,

In this connection, I should like to draw your attention to the following
facts:

l. The Israeli action is part of a major plan, the object of which is to gain
control over all sources of fresh surface apd ground water in those Arab
territories which have been occupled since 1967, Official Tsraell assessments

P Af42/50.,
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zindicate that &2 per cent of the fresh water pumped out in the occupled territories
each year goes to the Israeli settlement colonies in the occupied territories,
where jt is used for irrigation and drinkinag.

Z. Israel is digging wells in the areas whete ground water flows towarde the
Jordan Valley (east of the watershed in the occupied West Bank), in an attempt to
consume and deplete those resources and to preserve ground-water rescurces in the
aicas wheie walel [lews tevardo ehe Moditerranocan Sea (west nf the watershed in the
cecupied west Bank), most of which have heen under its goatrol since 1948.

EN The Israecii Action Will [esuic in herm beloyg duie Lo Lhe walei: seéiurvezs amd
wells feeding the Bethlehem area, which do not extend far below the surface of the
earth, The planned Israeli wells are tc be dug to a depth of up to 1,000 metres
below the surface, with the result that domestic consumption of water for the
population of Bethlehem, Beit Jala, Beit Szhur and neighbouring villages, as well
as a part of the Hebron atwe, will be adversely affected. Furthermore, damage will
be done to agriculture and the various sectors of the Areb population's economy.

d. The Israeli plan constitutes a flagrant vioclation of Convention IV cof The
Hague of 1907 and the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persone in Time of War of 12 August 1949, with respect to the cobligations and
tesponsibilities of the Occupving Power.

5. The Iscaeli plan constitutes a violation of the purposes and objectives of the
Stuchliule Beclavation of 1972, adopted by the United Natinns General Asgembly on

1% fecember 1972, and of the World Charter for Natute, adopted by the United
Naticne General Assembly on 28 October 1982 (resclution 37/7).

6. The Isrsell plan constitutes a crude challenge to the following United Nations
General Assembly and Sevurity Ceuneil repolutioners

(a) Security Council rasnmintinn 4RS (19680) nf 1 March 1980, pertigularly
paragraph B,

(b) General Assempiy resoluction 38/144 of 19 Beueube: 1903, relating da
permanent sovereignty over national resources in the occupied Palestinian and other
Arab territories, including water and water resources.

(¢) General Assembly resolutions 41/63 A-C of 3 December 19B86.

7. The plan is alsoc incompstible with the decision of the Governing Council of
the United Nations Environment Programme at its fourteenth session in Nairobl: the
Council adopted a decision, on 19 June 1987, on the deteriorating environmental
situation in the occupied territories and drew attention to the seizure of water
resources by the occupation authorities and the negative conseguences of that
action for the environment.

In view of the implications and the dangers arising from implelentation of

this plan and in the light of the consistent and principled position of the
Governmant of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in such matters concerning the rights

!ili
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and interests of the pecple in the occupied portion of our country, we reguest your
immediate and direct intervention to halt these arbitrary Israeli messures.

While protegting vigoreusly at these lsraell violaticne, the Government of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan reserves its right to reguest that a meeting of the
Becurity Council be convened at some time in the future to examine the negative
economic, political and legsl implicatione of the Israeli plan,

I should be grateful 4f you would have this letter circulated as an cfficisl

document of the General Assembly, under item 76 of the preliminary list, and of the
Becurity Council.

{SignEdﬁ Abdullah EALAH
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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‘No water project
if Arabrights +#s»
aren’t guaranteed’

By JOEL GREENBERG
. Work on a controversial Israeli
water-drilling project near Beth-
lehem will begin only if Arab water
rights in the area are guaranteed in a
lq.lﬂ? ing contract, Coordina-
tor o in the Territories
1 Goren said yesterday.
Arab rights are barmed, we
will mot allow this project to get
" Goren told reporters in
Tel Aviv in his first public comments
;on the scheme, which is to pump
water mostly to Jerusalem and Jew-
.ish settlements.

Goren confirmed details of the
mﬂ-‘l reported in The Jerwialem
' and -conceded that the deep
drilling scheme could deplete wells
serving Arab communities in the
‘area. ver, he reiteruted the
conditions set by the Judea and
“Samaria Civil Administration for
final approval of the project, which
was recently approved in principle

JTRN

by Defence Minister Rabin in a
meeting with Goren.

""We will enter negotiations on the
scheme on condition that Arab
rights are not infringed on in any
way,"” Goren said. He said the Civil
Administration would demand com-
pensation for Arab communities il
their water rates increase as o result
of the project

Goren said legal experts from the
defence ministry and the water com
missioner were currently negotiating
the terms, and that legal representa-
tives of the Mekorot company,
which is to distribute the water
pumped by the project, huve also
participated in the discussions

Gioren said U8, officials had con
tacted his office about the project,
but that a L‘i’}l!l'l-[llt'l:_‘ cxplanation
must wait for final details 1o bhe
worked out. Arab mavors in the
Bethlehem area had not been offi-

cually notified of the scheme, Goren
said, beciuse the project was still in
the planning stage, When it i5s com
plete, Iscaeh officials will mect with
the mayors, explain the plan and
hear their opinions, he said.

Goren said the project had been
proposed by the LS -based Monah
drilling firm as a means to obtain
water for both Jews and Arabs in

- PN 1wy eYe e o
NI MAD YD DYETENTIE DT oY
mTImY ne YaY Seer Y mmne KY
“TINPN DN AN3Y onvea onn

lerusalem jml
mountain ndpe
pump as much
metres of wale
cost more than

Muoriah has already sipned a contract

with Mekorot 1
ject,
Jordan said

complain to the LN about the new

plan.
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9.
WEST BANK WATE

To the Editor of The Jerusatem Post

Sir, ~ I refer to your article of June
26, “New plan to have West Bank
water pumped to Israel™ and wish to
point out the following facts:

In the period 1977 to 1984, Israel
drilled 300 wells for Arab Farmers
versus 17 for Jewish settlements.

AllLLT of these wells were drilled
with special equipmént into water-
bearing strata never before tapped.

In 19791980, 2.7 million cubic
meters of water were pumped from
Israel into the West Bank, as against
546,000 cubic meters pumped out of
the West Bank,

. In 1966, domestic water consump-
tion stood at five cubic meters per
person in the West Bank while in
1980, it rose to 20 cubic meters per
person,

These facts show that Israel has
had a very logical and beneficial

policy about water rightsin the West |

Bank. Judging by the fact that your
article states that special deep-
drilling technology is being bmugﬁt
in from the United States, [ would
tend 1o guess that the Arab wells in
the areas will not be affected

HENRY NUSSBACHER
Crinot Shomuon
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| Thir message conrdinared wich congen Jerusalem.

-+ Fallowing is the text of an article carried in the Fridav. June 26 editisn

of tha Jerumalum Post, entitled new plan to have West Bank water pumped to larael”
1, Begln reoxt:

The water commission and the Mekoror LeMp3ay are planning a Project to dri)] Inzo

&4 prime Woet Bank nqu‘gnr in order to Pulip massive guantities of warar ro Jerusalesn,

sources ascociated wich the Froject have teld the Jerusalem Post,

The unprecedented schezme srill neede Defonce Ministry approval, but could becope
cperatlonal within a few months. the sources said, The work is to be funded and
carried out by 4n American firm using new deep-drllling technology which could
eventually deplete rhe water supply in wells used by Arab tewns and villages in that

drill area, including Bethlehem, Beir Jdalla, and Beitr Sahyr,

The sources gava the following derails of the project: the drilling site is to

be near Herodlon, southeast of Bethlehem, where water is already being pumped gut
nf three boreholes for Jewish Eeltlements and Arap Communities in the Hebron and
Bethlehem areas. The Project is to be funded and executed by a U.5. paged oli
drilling firm, Moriah, working through its local subsidiary, the Hnrinh-TEchnalugy

Company,

Moriah has already signed a contract with Mekorot to Carry out rhe prnjgct. which

§ expected to cost seversl million dollars,

I'nder the contract terns, Moriah is to sell the project 18 million cublc mecers

of vater it will pump annfhf;y to Mekorot at 35 cents a cuble warer.

x ~rt
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conrmunities, the

ef the 100 million cubic meters

of water pumped annually In the West Bark already goes to Jewish settlaments,

While exleting wells owned hy Arabs

and the Judea and Samaris civil

gdminietration sarve Arab

communities, virtually no new permits are Riven

EQulces

Lo Wesr Bank Arabs to drill new walls.

he Morvlah pruoject will feature & new water-drilling techulque to be tried

for the Iirst time. [t was developed by Dr. Avraham Melamed, an engineering

crusultant te Morlah, who [irst proposed it as a means of extracting

water in the Negev from lavers of Nubian sand stone. The technique calls

For sinking a shaft similar to a mineshaft into the aquifer, from which

harizontal boreholes or tunnels can be extended. The mephad facilitares

drilling to depths greater than those reached by regualr boreholes which a0

2owm srveral hundred meters the width of the shaft makes it possible

Le install larger punps than those used in the narrower, .standard -boreholes.

The depith and scale of rhe proposed scheme are controversial, partially

because of the threaLened depletion of wells serving Arab communities ip the

ares. Water commiesion and Mekoror officals

have urged the Defence Ministry .- -
Lo Approve Lhe schem, on grounds that it is tha best cource of ‘water for

Jeruealen, and preferable to tapping aquifers 1in the coastal plain.
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Aside [re the Ministry'= approval, exzeution of the rlan requires Lthe
FpeclEic apreement of die civil adminiecration. The admindstratinn iy an
resord as having opposed the scheme when it last rcone vp for discussion

E2vVersl monlhs ag

ihe twn-vear-old plan has now won Lhe strong, hackisg of the Aesdroitore
Minliery, to vhich the water commission belones. End reyt.
' @

4. Lomoent: this scorv if accurate, i= dlsturbing and has seriloys_dmplicatione

e —— =

fer futurc ellorts to develop adeguate water infrastructure in West ﬁ.anj-_

munir {inalitles,. We will seek ocut Further Infermation from Cived and Melkarot
{;;:,J"; water authorlty) contacts on this Fropesal soon. A appruﬁriﬁte, Wi
ip!d:. to relteraie to the GO0 our longsteanding position that ur:il_ntu;n.ij ‘actinins =
Irhm: chyearen tn fundametally alter the distibucion and coantsol -:f auch -bavic
i

Teértources As waler Arc unacceptable. -End ecomment. FiCKEE{h'G' o
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ew plan to have

West Bank water
pumped to Israel

By JOEL GREENBERG
Jerusslem Post
The Waler and the
are planning a
to into a pnme West

scheme still

nesds Ministry -
but could become operitio
a few months, the sources said, The
work is to be funded and carried out
by sn American firm using new
deep-drilling technology which
could eventually deplete the water
in wells used by Arab towns
villsges in the drill ares, includ-
Bethlehem, Beit Jalla, and Beit

[1H

The sources gave the following
details of the project:

The drilling site is to be near
Herodion, southeast of Bethlehem,
where water is already being
pumped out of three boreholes for
Jewish scttlements and Arab com-
munities in the Hebron and Beth-
lehem areas. The project is to be
funded and executed by a U.5.-
based oil drilling firm, Morish,
working through its local subsidiary,
the Moriah Technology and Energy
Company. Moriah has already

within

AT N
signed a contract with Mekorot to
carry out the project, which is ex-
E(ed to cost several million dol-

Under the contract terms, Moriah
is to sell the projected 18 million
tubic metres of water it will pump
annually to Mekorot at 35 cents a
cubic metre. Mekorot will then dis-
tribute the water at a fee, mostly to
Jerusalem and Jewish settlements
that will use it as drinking water and
for irmigation. A smaller quantity of
water — perhaps a quartet (@ a third
of the total amount pumped, will be

available to Arab communities, the _

sources said.

According to official estimates, 42
per cent of the 100 million cubic
metres of water pumped annually in
the West Bank already goes 1o Jew-
ish settlements. While existing wells
owned by Arabs and the Judea and
Samaria Civil Administration serve
Arab communities, virtually no new
permits are given to West Bank
Arabs to dnil new wells.

The Moriah project will feature a
new water-drilling technique to be
tried for the first time. It was de-
veloped by Dr. Avraham Melamed,
an enginecring consultant to
Moriah, who first proposed it as a
means of extracting water in the
Megev from layers of Nubian sand-

{Continued on Page 18)

R

stone. The techmique calls for sink-
ing a shaft similar 1o a mineshaft into
the aquifer, from which horizonial
boreholes or tunnels can be ex-
tended. The method facilitates drill-
ing to depths greater than those
reached by regular borehnles which
go down several hundred metres,
The width of the shaft makes o
possible to install larger pumps than
those used in the nprrower, standard
boreholes

The depth and stale of the prop-
osed scheme are contfoversinl, par-
tially because of the threatened de-
pletion of wells serving Arab com-
munities in the aren, Waler Commis- |

sin and Mekorot officials have
urged the Defence Ministry to
approve the scheme, on grounds that
it is the best source of water for
Jerusalem, and preferable to tapping
aquifers in the coastal plain.

Aside from the ministry's approv-
al, exccution of the plan requires the
specific agreement of the Civil
Administration. The administration
is on record as having opposed the

scheme when it last came wp for
discussion several months ago.

The two-year-old plan has now
won the strong backing of the Agri-
culture Ministry, to which the Water
Commission belongs.
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BEC. 522. RETONT ON WATER RCSOURCES.—-WITDIN 180
DATS OF BRACTACKT ¥ TEIB ACT, TG ADMIWIGTRATOR
OF THAE AGENCY FOa 1IKTERNATIONAL DEVELOVMENT SHaALL
BUBMIT YO THE COMMITTEE OM POLEIGH RELATIONS OF
Tuf SEHATE AND THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGH AFFAIRS OF
THE NONSE OF REPRESENTATIVES INIDIVIDUAL REPORTS
OUr TAE FHUDLERS OF WATER REFOURCE MANAGERMENT IN:
(1) TOE JORDAN RIVER DASIN, AND (2] GOB-SAHARAN
AFRICA. SO0CH REFORTE SHALL PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF
WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PRODLENS IN TNESE AREAS
AND BOGGEST POSSIBLE UMITED ETATES ROLES, .
INCLODING MOLTILATERAL AFPFROACHES, POR HELPING TO
RESOLVZ TOEN. TOE REPONTS SHOULD PAY PARTICULAR
ATTENTION TO DESALINATION AS A FPOTENTIAL BOLJTION.
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Item 5.2). Report on Water Repources. The
Committee print concalna a Piovigicn, authored by
Senator 5§imoy, requiring the Adoinistrator of
A.1.D. to submit to Congress within 180 days of
Ehactment a report on the problems of water
resource manigement in the Jordan River Basln i
Sub-Saharen ifrics, with particular attentlon ::d
desalination as a potential rolutjon.
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