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POPULATION :

For more than a century the Jews have been the largest religious
group in the city.

Y oar Jews Muslems Chirisfoans fotal

1844 7,120 5,000 3390 15510 :
1876 12,000 7,560 7470 25,030

1896 28,112 8,560 8748 45420 '
1905 40,000 7,000 13,000 60,000

1910 47,400 9,800 16,400 73,600

1922 33971 13,413 14699 62,578

1931 51,222 19,894 19335 90,503

1948 100,000 40,000 25,000 165,000

1967 195,700 54,963 12,646 263309

1970 215,000 (1 600 11500 289,000
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Jerusalem is becoming a

cultural centre for Israel’s
Arabs

BFY Atalla Mansur
rom ‘“Ha’aretz”

OS5T of the Arab
M newspapers in Israel
during the days of the
British Mandate were
published in Yafo (Jaffa).
After the War of Indepen-
dnce in 1948, many of
these newspapers moved Lo
East Jerusalem, which after
its annexation by the Hashe-
mite Kingdom of lordun,
became its cultural centre.
During the next 20 vears,
until the Six-Day War, there
were Arabic and two Eng-
'ish-language  newspapers
published in East Jerusalem,
Only two Arabic language
newspapers appeared  in
Ammnun.

The publishing and tourist
industrics werg unigue 1o
Jerusalem. The Six-Day War
and the reunification of Je-
rusalem hurt the hotel busi-
ness in East Jerusalem (in
the last four vears, not one
new hotel has been buill
in East Jerusalem), and com-
pletely paralyzed the news-
paper and printing industries
for two vears.

Two out of the three news-
paper owners decided o
move to Amman where they
renewed the publication of
their newspapers. Mahmud
Abu Al-Zalef, one of the
owners of the East Jerusu-
lem newspiper AQuds, was
the only one who tried to
publish his newspuper under
Israeli rule.

The new version ol Al-
OQuds appeared two and
half years ago. In the First
edition, the publisher and
editor introduced the new
paper to readers and ex-
plained why they were viola-

| ting the Arab practice of

non-cooperation and non-
recognition of there unifi-
cation of Jerusalem. The pu-
blisher stated that his news-
paper would fight against
the lsraeli  occupation
and strive for an Israeli with-
drawal from all the terri-
tories, including East Jeru-
salem,

How was an [sraeli paper,
licensed by the Ministry of
the Interim and compelled
to observe the accepted rules
of Israeli censorship, going
to accomplish such a rask?
Abu Al-Zalel answered the
question: **1 regret to say
that in Israel there exists a
freedom of the press which
we never knew in the days
of Jordanian rule.

COMPETITION BE-
TWEEN NEWSPAPERS

when  the 800th

Mow,

issue of Al-Quds is about to
appear, Euast Jerusalem has

once . again  become a
publishing and
literary centie.  Abu  Al-

Zalef can now convince his
readers that his newspupers
is truly independent. He
criticizes the lsrach Govern-
ment as well as the Jorda-
ntan Government and other
Ariab countrics, as well.

Hew does he manage to
keep his paper runming?
There are many advertise-
ments in Al-Quds, most of
them of the personal type.
The paper saves production
costs in 4 way which would
arouse the envy of all other
Israeti publishers. The num-
ber of emplovees is less
than ten and the paper does
not pay for unselicited con-
tributions.

The paper’s correspon-
dents outside Jerusalem also
serve as its circulation agents
and receive a percentage of
the paper’s sales, instead
of wages, The salaries of
the paper's employees are
about a third of the accepted
salaries in the rest of Israel.

Another Arabic-lunguage
daily newspaper in Jerusa-
lem is Al-Anbah, which re-
ceives MNnancial support from
the Prime Minister’s office.
The paper was récently trans-
ferred 1o & new printing
press and was assigned new
management, Its circulation
has doubled and has become
a stiff competitor of Al-Cuds
even surpassing  Al-Quds in
circulation. On  Frdays,
an eight-page edition of
Al-Anbah appears as aguinst
four pages during the week.
This has forced AlQuds
to improve ils services; for
the past few Fridays, Al
(uds has appeared with an
eight-page format and 15
attempring to sell the paper
in the Arab-populated Trian
gle of Israel—something it
had never done before.
However, AlQuds has not
changed its practice of not
paying for articles and oul-
side contributions, As a re-
sult, the paper does not al-
ways succeed in obtaining
the most interesting material

NEW PUBLICATIONS

Six months ago, a political
weekly, published in  Beth-
l¢hem and printed in Jerusa-
lem, made its appearance.
Al-Bashir's publisher is Ibra-
him Handal, chairman of

the Bethlchem Chamber of
Commerce. He located a
young editor with connec-
tions with nespapers repor-
ters and yvoung authors, and
started to publish a monthly
supplement by the same
name. A monthly vouth re-
view, Alouan, has begun to
appear under the editorship
of Mr. Yusaf Nafah of Jeru-
sialem. It has a reputation
for being a cultural publica-
tion in a light vein,

There was the publication
of a letter from the Chief
Moslem Qadi. Sheikh Halmi
Al-Muktasab, allacking
book called **A Criticism of
Religious Thinking. " | found
another book on the shelves
of bookslores in East Jeru-
salem, “The Adultering of
Words," by Nazur Kabani,
published by New Thinkine,
Jerusalem, d

The little red book con-
tains a collection of social
and political poems by 4
Sytian poet-uuthor now re-
siding in Lebanon, attack-
ing those who “beg alms
from Allah," protsstine th:
*rape of thought and man-
kind," controlled prass, and
evarything a former Syrian
diplomal secs us the source
of corruption in the Arab
wotld. He is convinged thut
if Syria weren't cut off from
Egvpt within the LULA.R.
framéwark and il apathy
and fatalism had not ruled
the lives of the Arab world,
“the Jews would not have
been able to exploil our
weaknesses,"

_Itapp.ars that the publish-
ing and newspaper indusiry
is baing 1evived. It should
be rzcalled that until recently
nol ne original book had
appeared in East Jerusalem,
Judea or Samaria since the
Six-Day War-{with the ex-
ua_:;?_liﬂl: ol an: minor insig-
nificant volume printed in
Mablus two years ago, and
a small Moslem religious
book). Today two daily
newspapers, 4 political
weekly, three monthly re-
views and two “internal™
publications {one belonging
to the YMCA and the other
to Bir-Zayit College) appear
in East Jerusalzm, Judea
and Samaria.

A woman's mavazine (in
Nablus), a medical journal
(in Ramallah), and a zene-
ral-interest weekly (in Jenin)
may shortly be added to the
growing hist of publications,
Theie 15 also a possibility
that another Arabic-langua-
ge daily newspaper will soon
be published in East Jerusa-
lem.
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In the margin: Iltud Fvans, 0.P.

The five years that have passed since
the June War ended have done nothing to
heal the bitter divisions between Jew and
Arab, or indeed between the Arab nations
themselves. Repeated—and  unanimous—
resolutions of the Security Council re-
quiring the Israelis 1o withdraw from the
frontiers established by their military wvie-
tory have been consistently ignored, and
territofics that no treaty has established
have been stubbornly maimtained. Above
all else, Jerusalem has in effect become the
Isracli capital, and ils occupation, sguinst
all imternational agreements, is assumed to
be permancnt. Hence the substantial chan-
ges that have already taken place in the
very character of the city through the
active policies of an occupving power that
scems able to flout all intemational opinion.

Whatever other wvirtues the Israelis may
lack, tenneity of purpose is not among
them. And so umited in disunion have
been the Arab leaders that any efective re-
sponse to Israeli intransigence is a matter
of rheioric rather than of effective poliey,
Yet, bleak as the picture may be for a
lasting peace rooted in justice, with the
United States as the effective gumrantor
of Ismael’s present strength and Russia as
the supplier of arms to give some credibility
to Egvptian aggressiveness (and with the
unfiappy Jordanmns cursed on all sides for
their recent attempts_al a realistic accom-
modation with Tsrael while preserving their
own [reedom), there are still some con-
stants in the equation that deserve to be
recalled.

Jerusalem the golden

The very skyline of Jerusalem is a con-
jugzation of its history, its complexity, and
of the hope for ultimate reconciliation.
No one who has ever seen the Dome of
the Rock, presiding in its gilded splendour
over the divided city, with ils ruined wall
below to mark a Temple that was de-
stroyed so long ago, its Christian fowers
and Muslim minarets, and i1s more recent
monuments to an ill-concealed Mammon of
commerzial power, can fail to see at a
glance the tragic irony of this city. Named
Jfor God's dwelling-place and for the belief
in his presence and peace among men, it
has become the embodiment of the hard-
heartedness of conguerors, the symbol of
men's failure to ecome topether in that
unity which from the bepinning the ety
was lo have proclaimed.

But, whatever the future may bring, the
imperishable evidence of a living past re-
mains: a reproach to the new Philistines,
and perhaps a pointer to ultimate recon-
cilistion. A recent book (The Noble Sane-
tiwary; A Portrait of 4 Holy Place in Amb
Jerusalem, by Alistair Duncan; Longmans,
£2.00) is indeed devoted to a single place,
popularly called the Dome of the Rock;
but it is none the less crucial to any under-
standing of the past of the Holy City, and
provides part ai least of the clue to what
its [wture should be, The Arab victory
over the Dyzantine legions in 638 was
marked by a magoanimity that is mre in
war &t any time, and rarest of all in a land
that has been ironically called holy for so
mamy centnrics, The Caliph Omar, simply
dressed and with & single scrvant, had

ridden from Synia to join his victorious
army outside the walls of Jervsalem. He
was grected by the Patriarch, and, the
tradition goes, was invited to pray at the
Hely Sepuichre. This he declined, becatse
Le said his action would encournge his
followers to turn the church into & mosgue.
Omar’s treaty with the Chrislians was
magnanimous, giving the Christians “secu-
rity of their lives, their possessions, their
churches and crossés” and nssuring them
freedom of religion and exemption from
military service on payment of a tax.

Omar csiablished the places hallowed
by Mahomet's mysterious night journey
from Meeccn to Jerusalem, when, accom-
pamied by the archangel Gabriel, he prayed
with the propheis of the past at the place
where the Dome of the Rock now stands.
And from here, according to Muslim
tradition, he ascended to the heavens and
finally returned to Meccu, Thus the reli-
gious significance of Jerusalem to Muslims
is rooted in the wocation of the Prophet,
including, as he claimed to do, the sacred
meaning of Allah's earlier interventions,
summed up in the history of a chosen
people and in a prophet called Jesus. The
Dome of the Rock that wa know was
built by Abd al-Malik, the ninth successor
of Mahonict and the second Caliph of his
line, His intcation may have been to build
# place of pilgrimage equal in importance
to Mecca and Medina. The Prophet had
himself spoken in this sense, but the Caliph
could hardly be indifferent to the overrid-
ing presence of the Church of the Hoely
Sepulchre which his new mosgue was in-
tended to rival, -
Jerusalem as hope

There can scem Lo be lille hiope of the
reconciliation that must bring together the
triple strands of the history of the land and
of its people. But, even visunlly, Jerusalem
can never be the exclusive possession of
any one of the peoples who call on God as
ereator of all. Mr. Duncan’s book is simply
concerned to recall the special glories of the
Dome of the Reek, but to do so at once
evakes the turther reaches of God's design
in sclecting this place as his chosen land,
a place on the map that has a destiny un-
like all others. But who will speak for
reconciliation in the Holy Land today?
What is at stake is infinitelv more than a
political accommodation, of its nature the
victim of the politics of power, of the un-
certain ambitions of the wvictors and the
resentments of the vanquished. But here
at least is part of the ovidence that the
politicians can too casily ignore. The Rock
has seen the generstions come and go, has
marked the campaigns of the victors and
the vanquished alike. “Pray for the peace
of Jerusalem™: it has seemed an ironic
invitation through all the centuries of eruel-
ty and wrong. But the constant point of
reference which the Dome provides is more
than a matter of archaeology, 1t aflirms the
npeed for peace among all who worship the
one God, and a peoce that is not attained
by the naked conquest of any one of the
peoples who look to this place as the
unigue mark of God's mercy to men, It
is the figure of what must one day come
about,

s
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action against at least thé more prominent
dissenters. When the trumpet-call, how-
ever certain, is not followed by batile, the
army melts away.

Chbviously [ advocate what Mr Butterfield
calls “paternalism™. “Pope”, after all,
means “‘father.

MecMaster University,
Hamilton, Ontario 1. W. Daly

Israel and the holy places
Fram Sir John Richmond

Air: In my wifes absence [ take note of Mr
Hollis's complaint (The Tablet, 24 February
1973} that she is “prodigal with accusations
of ignorance but careful to avoid answering
inconvenient questions™. But the effect is
spoiit when he poses his inconvenient ques-
tion: “What right had the Arabs ever to be
in possession of Old Jerusalem?"—a ques-
tion displaving ignorance of an invincible
character., We must assume that Mr Hollis
knows that Arabs have lived in Jerusalem
for thirteen hundred years; so presumably
he is putting' forward the propaganda line
that the Jordan Army conguered Old Jerus-
alem in 1948. It didn't. It prevented the
Zionists from doing so.

Mr. Silvey (The Tablet, 24 February 1973)
thinks that, because Arab sympathisers com-
plain of highrise building desecrating Jerusa-
lern, their claims to be more inferested in
people are disproved. His guotation from an
Arab resident in New York and writing in
the Herald Tribune can, 1 think, be appro-
priately answered by one from the Jeru-
salem Arabic daily, el Quds, of 12 Jan-
pary last, “Two hundred Arab families in
Jerusalem face expropriation . . . These fam-
ilizs go on living their daily lives with this
threat hanging over them. Every minute they
see the approaching flood, a flood of tall
buildings, gone (up) and going up on the
debris of the hoemes of their relatives, neigh-
bours, or past neighbours . . ." HMighrise
buildings affect people directly; desecration
of cemeteries, mosgues and synagogues, of
which both Jordanians and Israelis are guil-
ty, do not.

Durham City 1. B. Richmond
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Jerasalem and the Holy Places
Fram Lady Richimond
Fire 1 was sorry to fee Panl Stugharts m-
pressions of Jerusalem i print becanse ey
eontain so muny factual eriors, He has not
verified information givea him, but records
thie Ysrecli propaganda line: dependent on
the supposition that we are not peouainted
with the history of Palestine. His article
wouid be latighed a1 'in Israel

Somoe fhelual érrors are hore correited

1. There was Sitte peace in British Man-
duts tirges, thoy were years of incrensing
vielsize, 1 exprvienced some of it

2. Isrieli forces never “re-occupied™ Jeru-
salem; they occuipied this Arab City firel in
1967,

3, 1t iz pssumed thut only Armeninns lived
in the Armenian Querier, Maghrohis in the
Maghrabi, Jews ja the Jewlzh, Cheistian and
Muoslims in gunriers of (i own, divided
and separate within the Walled City, Any-
one knowing pre-1967 Jerusalem will know
this Wis noi so. The name “Jewish Quarter™
sipnified the arex arcund the main Syna-
gogue, A preal deal of space here wis cmpty
in the nivelesn-twenties and thirlies. A few
Yewish families Tived here with other neigh-
bours; sl were, ke most inhabitants of the
Old City, poor people. ‘These empty spares
now make good propagandn for vishors
who believe that all the bulldings were
razed by the Legionaries who, actually, did
but a little demnge. The Legion came al
the call of the Arab inhabitants, the wuj-
ority of course, in Jerusslem, and not os an

——— gy

, annesing army of Jordsn, which thea but

newly existed. The Jericho Conference gave

| somie Palestinian authority at least to the
| Legton's aclions in those terrible months.

Israeli para-military forces were infiltrated
in to the Jewith Quarter In the spring of
19485 1hey lost their ballle with the Lepion,
and the Jewish families {who used often 1o
be. anti-Zionist as are so many religious
Jews today) were passed throngh the lines
of safety, Sir John Glubb commanding this
exploit writes of it proudly as “eur usns-
wer fo Deir Yassin" (the massacre of on en-

| tire Amb village in April that year by

Zionist extremists'),

4. The Isracli Museum #5, 1 suppose, the
Palestine Museuny of which my father-in-
liw was Director for some years. Built by
th: generosity of Rocklelfer, fis arehitect
was Hritish, not-Isrzeli; and it has been com-
mandesred by the conquarors, who have
chenged iz name jiodl as they have tried to
eliminale the name of Palestine, nnd all
Arab place names, from the mup. They
sagked the Palestinian gusrds in 1367, and

¥

-
——

A
THE TABLET 17 June 1972 \l -
deprived them of their livelihond.

5. A sall By insepsttive errorz Mp
Sieghart writes thal thanks to Ronald Storrs’
wizllom, all buildings in Mandaie times
had to be fuced with *the locs! sandstone™
Had this been so, this murvellously pre-
served, small, Tslimic City would have
ipoked very different. Its beastp lies lur-
pely inothe fact that it s built of some oi
the most wonderfully coloursd, long-lisi-
ing, limestons ¢ver quarried,

6. Arabs in the occupied territories do nut
want to be Ismelis and do not o fact share
the same duties and righis as their con-
guerors, Consider the posttion of a young
person of military age vis-d-vis compulsory
military service in an Army, desipned o
conqguer his or her [riends.

7.1t {5, alas, true to say that thonsands of
acres of Arab land have been expropriated
Facts and figeres have been given in UN
debate. Israel may have a syetemy of com-
pulsory purchinse bul this does not, in
civilised countries, upply ta property ae-
quired by force, being apainst the Geneva
Convention. The land, between the Mount
of Olives and Mount Scopus, was not “Jor-
danian™, but privitely owned Tand belong-
ing to private individuals.

8. Aecess to the Holy Plices may be
asstred for some, but many Patestininns
are still deprived of scoess home, especially
m the Ramallah-Jerusalem-Bethlehem zone,
In Jordanian days some “Jews® were debai-
red from Jerusalem simply becouse  the
Zionist foress claimed, wronaly, to repre-
sent “all Jews"; so all Jews became, per-
foree, enemies of Jordan: just s all Ger-
mans hecame suspect in world war I,
though not sl Germans were our Nuui
enemies. Belore the days of Zionison leru-
salem was not divided, but; though peo-
graphically united now, the glodous Islamic
City with the modern suburbs, the Pales-
tininns get little pleasure from a false unity
comparable to that imposed upon Paris by
the Prussisn invaders al the expense of the
French,

9. The whole character of the City is
threatened by highrise fints, and hotel byild-
ing, deplored by the Archbishop of Cun-
terbury, and by Osservatore Romane. Mr.
Kollek is leaving. The Israelis may have
sought advice on the Jdevelopment of the
City and its environs, illegally annexed, but
ne advier whatseever was seught from any
Arah source—yet the buildings we love are
of Arab tradition buill in the Arab style.
Can insensitivity go further?

10, Finalty, *no Teraell now alive will
ever suppor! a Governmeost which  will
allow any part of the Holy City . . . 1o
come under the direct sovercignty of any
other ‘wation.” This, tov, ¥ fulss. Some
young lstaelid are already aware of the
chituvinistic spirit in which their elders
govern, and are ashomed of the suffering
they have inflicted on the people of the
Middle Enst, whe have often prowvided
refuge for Jewish refupees from the more
venomous West. As Mathan Chofshi wrote
in the Jewish Newslerrer 192759 “in ihe
lart fem e T Mt LTy W
strikke our eyes: here was o people who
lived on its own land for 1,300 years. We

- ———

came dnd tencd the pative Arabs inta
tragic refogoen. And sti] e dade 1o shnder
and malign them, to besmingh (halr narme.
Instesd of bemg desply ashnmed of whist
we did midd ol frving 10 imdo some of the
evil we commiitled by helping these onfor.
tunate refugoes, we Jusily our teirible gcts
and even attempt to glorty them.”

Buorhum Lifuni Riclinand

Mr. Sieghart Writas:

Sir John and Lady Rickmond ere sincers
and  dedivared advecates of ihe Patersii.
fan Arab cause, as their letiers 1o imany
newspapers  and  periodicels  fineluding
Yours) ever the years have testifivd. Havipe
served witly distinction tn Amman, Hapdod
Cairo end Kuwait, thet erientation iz Wy
wunderstandable. But Lady Richmond relty
st ol oo that anyone whose e
differ from theivs iv just eneiher conduii
Pipe for “the dsraell prepaganda line,”

In the two ariteles which you publishod.
P recorded my own firpreisions wid HIY peike
sonal fudgmeitts on whet 1 saw and e
net thase of anyone elve. Such bigd I
have iz in favour of justice wnd peare for
all men and women, of all creeds, cnltures
and ctfinic arfwing. 1t iy my conviciian 1har
these can only be achieved by seoking Wiays
of living togeiter in charity in ihe Jutuie,
ruther than by rehcarsing eatolopnes af the
infuestices of the past. The laiter exercize i
one which may well teave dishanours EVen,
an ot sidker of the Middle Eavisrn canfiict,
bt i can contrtbure natfiine 1o preseni o
future harmony.

As for the varions “factival ervors” of
which Lady Richmond accuses me. there ix
o wiinber which szt have came Srowi
semething clse she read, I never said, fen
instance, that the arelitect of the Iseacli
Museum—wlich ir what it has been caffod
Jor the last 24 years in the place where i
stands—vay an Israeli, I did no: even sen
tion the Meghrabi quarter, or cluinm that any
comminify lived exclusively anvwhere in
the Old City—though there are plem
Armeniang sl to be seert in the Arme
guarier faday, and even more Moslems i
the Moslern. But §f I did confuse limestons
with sandstone, than | certeinly owe an
apolagy fo gealopists.

On the other hand, if Lady Richmond
mreange 1o seghest oz I think she does) that
Araby in the occupied tervitories are Hable
te compulsory military service i fie fxviei]
forees, then she is in ervar, for they are
fiot, Now are those whe gre Tsracli eitizens
And it is news ra me thor Poris was a divi-
ded. cire liefore the Prssicns invaded .

I mist leave it 1o atliers 1o gngwer Wt
are palniy of opinfen, singe 1 have al ety
given mine. Bui it seems ta me tlen what
Lady Richimond does—ta my chiggring £
must eonfess—ix onee agaln to bear oot iy
indgment wn one of the imort hnportant
fsmizes, ft way iy very eledr Diyyressiig,
which I sotight 1o comvey in my avicles.
that by and large the Isvaelis were looking
for constructive solufions apd ihe Ao
were not. Ay dn Avah sympaititser of lone
standing, Lady Richoend's slience  ddou
any hepes for fatire hurnvony is eloguens.
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The overburdened magnet

Medieval cartographers placed Jeru-
salem—or, to be precise, the rotunda
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
—at the centre of the world. Modern
geographers are less partial. But the
city's centripetal pull has not been so
strong since the crusades. Many cities
are  elevated, or debased, to the
uncomfortable status of a political prize
by the accident of geographical loca-
tion, by racial mix or by disputed
sovereignty. Tn the lsraelis their
possession  of Jerusalem 15 a  just,
military and_religious triumph, to the
Arabs an_act_of theft, But Jerusalem
has an independent magnetism. Mr
Buckonunster Fuller, when asked as a
member of the Jerusalem Committee
to comment upon the Israelis’ master
plan last year, called it ** the still centre
of the revolving forces of history.” In
ig70 few other people would, even
metaphorically, have called Jerusalem
still, Most would have concurred in
the belief that it is something unique.
And vet, does its history matter that
mueh ? Fven the Christian churches,
with the least political stake in the
modern city, believe rightly that their
duty is to their twentieth-century flocks
and only then to the stones and shrines
of their inspiration. The legacy of
recent history 1s bitterness ; that of
ancient history 1s sanctity, Is that
potent, or only made so by politics ?

To say that the city is sacred to three
religions is a distortive oversimplifica-
tion. The factors common to the
three—apart from Abraham—are not
particularly encouraging or even illu-
minating. At some time in the 14
centuries all three have existed, each
has been used as a battle-standard in
a war for the control of the city, and
access to the shrines of each has been
a casus belli, The first element in
Jerusalem's magnetism has been its
attraction to pilgrims.

The second-—economically similar if
politically different—is its attraction to
tourists, These two have strengthened
with increasing international mobility
and Jerusalem’s economy is increas-
ingly dependent on them. It is currently
even more dependent on Jerusalem’s
most inflammatery attraction to the
people who want to live there. The
twin generators of a rudimentary and
unstable prosperity are tourism and
housing construction,

The Arabs among these would-be
residents are involuntary exiles, who
were hevond the Jordan in June, 1967
(though some have been allowed back),
or who have been deported ; or who
had emigrated to the Americas to make
money with an eye on eventual return ;
or who would in the natural course of
events have filtered in from surround-
ing villages to live and work. The Jews

are voluntary immigrants on whom the
Isracli acquisition of Jerusalem has
worked like a spell, and they are coming
in droves: 6,000 this year, perhaps
g,000 the next. More than half of
Israel's 40,000-50,000 immigrants a
year want to live in Jerusalem. Israel
cannot be accused of pushing Jerusalem
on its newcomers : the most it is doing

“is allowing them to have their way,

When the Israclis captured and
annexed the Jordanian side of Jeru-
salem, they added to their expanding
modern city the city that attracts
pilgrims and tourists. In an effort to
fuse the two inseparahly, they are pack-
ing their immigrants into the eastern
side. And, naturally, they 1

tourists into the western side. That has

brought on their own heads the onus
to make something beautiful out of the
difficult amalgam of old and new they
are so determined to create. It has also
brought international criticism for try-
ing to do anything of the kind : from
the United Nations for trying to alter
the status of Jerusalem ; from the
Vatican for threatening suffocation of
the Christian city ; from all those for

whom the bulldozgr’ 4
Jerusale and sparsely popu-
Jated hills is a sacrilege. To the Arabs

living
shops of their eastern side become

steadily more Jewish, the new white
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housing estates spreading in an arc
from _north to east ar tones
on their city's grave. But those out-
sidere who criticise the new building
on aesthetic grounds are usually over-
eritical : the Israelis, who are, like all
small and controversjal nations, anxious
for international approval and resent-
ful of criticism, are quick to spot this. It
is desperately important to separate
politics from architectural aesthetics,
precisely because it is impossible to
separate politics from housing.

For the “facts” that it is Israeli
policy to “create” in Jerusalem are
concrete facts, apartment blocks that

JERUSALEM

change the city geographically and
demographically and, so their many
critics say, swamp the unique historic
core. This survey will start with that
core itself, where sanctity lends its own
flavour and disputes to politics, and
will then struggle ontwards through the
thickets of change and growth. ?t will
then try to look at the city as a whole,
to say what is the Jeast that should be
done to avert development vandalism :
what, so to speak, tﬁ:ﬂ ground rules of
any planning game must be, There is
then the matter of who could and
should be playing : that is left for
the conclusion.

From David to Goliath

The Jerusalem of the next century, as
envisaged by the Israelis’ master
planners, would be a Goliath of a city
for that part of the world, with about
twice as many pepple as the present
Tel Aviv (though still only one-eighth
the number now living in London). In
extent it would be over 500 times the
size of the old walled city, which itself
is a metropolis compared with the
ancient Davidic city, It is also in a
different place.

The Jebusite city over which David
gained control and made his capital
was neither on the south-west hill called
by the Crusaders Mount Zion nor, con-
fusingly enough, on the site of the
Turkish fort by Jaffa Gate called
David's Tower to this day, Archaeo-
logical evidence places it on a narrow
ridge to the south-east of the walled
city, hunched above the Kidron and
Hinnom valleys. Solomon built his
temple on higher ground to the north ;
at some time (the seventh century BC
is currently favoured) the city spread
to the south-west hill. By the time of
Christ both sides of the central
“ Cheesemakers "' valley—which was at
least partly filled in—boasted elaborate
Herodian structures : a palace-fortress
to the west and the Antonia Fortress
and second temple to the east.

Herod Agrippa began walls about
the populous southern eity, but the
revolt of Jerusalem and its sack in Ap
-0 spelt the demise of this rich suburh :
it was never within the city walls again.
To the north, the traditional site of
Golgotha was of course without the
Herodian city, but within the walls of
Aelia Capitolina, the strictly Roman
city rebuilt after the Bar Kockhba
revolt in the second century ap. The
north limit of Aelia Capitolina, of
the Moslem Al-Kuds, and of the

Frankish Jerusalem ran on roughly the
same line as the present north wall.
The city of the Byzantines, the Moslem
Caliphs, the Crusaders, the Mameluks
and the Turks retained much the same

boundaries from the sixth to the
nineteenth century.
For much_of this time Jerusalem was

an unwalled city. The present walls
were built in the sixteenth century by
Suleiman the Magnificent : some 24
miles of golden Jerusalem stone, still
with only one breach, where the moat
around the citadel was filled in to make
a suitable entrance for Kaiser Wilhelm
Il in 18g8. The rubble and earthworks
of centuries have filled in the Cheese-
makers' valley, but the hills are not
yet levelled : the highest point of the
wall is 2,600 feet above sea level and
150 feet above the lowest. When G. K.
Chesterton visited the city just after the
first world war he was sad to find
the walls overgrown, but they were
restored under the British mandate ;
under the Jordanians the northern area
beyond the Damascus Gate was spruced
up, and the Israclis are clearing and
planting the flanks of the Jaffa Gate
as part of a scheme to surround the
whole walled city with a strip of park.
(One member of the Jerusalem ggm-
mittee, set up by Mayor Kollek to
give international approval to the
Israelis' master plan, suggested pulling
the walls down altogether in order to
destroy the barriers between old and
new : which is perhaps as good an
indication of the usefulness of the com-
mittee's deliberations as Mr Buckmin-
ster Fuller's peerless prose.)

In the nineteenth century, Jerusalem
crept outside its walls. The first Jewish
settlement outside was Yemin Moshe,
begun by Sir Moses Montefiore in
the 1860s and landmarked by the wind-
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mill he was eccentric enough to build
its first inhabitais are said (o have been
too scared to stay outside the walls
after dusk, There was also the large
Riissian compound, spreading from the
high ground of the north-west corner
of the walls, The first consulate was
the British, established n 1839, A
seattering of institutions began, im the
latter part of the century, 1o intersperse

JERUSALEM

the leper colonies, cemeteries and
churches that were all that had stood
outside the city to the north, west and
south : to the east there was the vil-
lage of Silwan. In the twentieth cen-
tury these clusters grew and coagulated
into an urban growth that soon dwarfed

the parent city and existed as a separ- |

ate town from 1948 to 1967. But
that part of the story must wait.

A quartered world

The Jews claim to have been in a
majority in Jerusalem for over a
century. Such claims depend upon a
carelul choice of boundaries : as late as
191 the census gave the number of

Jews in the sub-district of Jerusalem as

55,000 out_of_only 133,000, But they
ertainly  had an  ever-increasing
wajority in the built-up area, as the
city grew outside its walls. In_the

5l ——
walled city itsell : e wet

~TTe largest of the four quarters
that make up the old walled city is
Mosler, containing some 14,000 people
wrapped around the Haram esh Sharif,
on which stands Jerusalem's one out-
standingly  beautiful  huilding—the
Dome of the Rock—and the El Aksa
\ mosque, still unrepaired alter the arson
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Paths cross in the old city

that devastated part of it in 1969. This
corner of the city has been the touch-
stone of religious dispute between Jew
and Moslem, A passage in the Koran
is interpreted as naming Jerusalem as
Mohammed's take-off point for a night
of heavenly revelation; later Moslem
tradition added the steed al-Burag, on
which he was transported from Mecca
and which he tethered by the place the
Jews hallow as the Wailing Wall. For
the Moslem precinet, is of course, the
ancient site of the temple ; the lower
courses of the western wall of the
mount are Herodian. Disputes over the
"status of the Wailing Wall were the
cause of bad riots in the 19208 and
1308

The Jews are at present punctilious
in their respect for the Moslem pre-
cinct (just after the 1067 war they
held prayers there), and demands for
the rebuilding of the temple are fanatic,
and more important, negligible.
Visitors to the two main buildings are
meticulously searched by the police :
the Israelis want no dangerous
repetition of the 1969 disaster. But
below the wall they are burrowing
with the feverish enthusiasm of a
people with whom archaeclogy is a

|| ant—digging _northwards an
lavmved determination to bring the
'whole of the western wall to light.
They are coming close to the
\Mekhcma, the historic seat of the
\supreme Moslem council, and it is hard
to see how they can go much further
\without inflaming the Moslem quarter;
but then the same was said of their

intention  to  return

the southern.

intention 10 I
siquarter_to the Jews.
“Before 1967, an  Arab  shum

stretched to within 18 feet of the
Wailing Wall ; that was emptied and
destroyed within a few days of the
war. Wm‘“‘uﬂi
Farther to the west, in the old Jewish

quarter, the results of annexation have

R R . |-
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been slower, more sophisticated, and
less drastic.

The Christian quarter is larger in
area (the Israelis claim, shghtly
ominously, that the Jewish quarter was
much larger in the eighteenth century
before the Jews began to move outside
the walls) but in 1967 the Jewish
quarter contained more people. Many

" of these 6,000 Arabs were living in

appalling poverty in the ruins created
by the fighting in 1948. They are all
now being expelled, although
some  compensation—no or the
property, which is mostly not their
gwn, but for giving up their right to
live there.

The Israelis are trying hard and with
a great concentration of architectural
skill to create something fine out of the
squalor of this quarter. (When an
architect complained of the bleakness
of what has_so far been built, Mayor
Kollek replied with truth that the
city's notoriously inefficient garbagre
collection would soon take care of
that) Preservation has heen pains-
taking ; archaeological excavations
have been conducted with great
thoroughness, Some of the houses have
been raised on concrete stlts so the
archaeologists can  return.  Here,
uniquely, the Israelis have not heen in
& hurry. Very little is yet finished, Even
a church ruin has been allowed to
stand in the way of Duilding progress.
(Compare that with the odium one
planner brought upon his head hy
protesting against the housing estate
planned for Nabi Samwil on the
grounds that it was the point from
which  the Crusaders

first  saw
Jerusalem.) There is no hope, or
indeed intention, that this careful

development could be made to pay. An
old Jew comes every week to watch the
progress ; he lived there hefore 1048,
and for him the return is a far more
concrete fulfilment than the immi-
grant's realisation of a religiously-
nurtured dream.

And yet, of course, this Jew is the
mirror image of the Arabs who go
from east to west Jerusalem to gaze at

roperty they lost in ig48. They, it

they still live in Jeruszalem, are now
being  offered compensation; Arabs

condemn the valuations as denisory, »

but a fair number are likely to
negotiate and take what is offered—
perhaps warned, perhaps embittered by
the experience of those who refused
offers for land on the east side expro-
priated since 1967 for building.
Even in the Jewish guarter, a large
and solid house has been destroyed
solely for security reasons, and the

1
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municipality’s chiel negotiator cannot

live there himself ; partly because he

| will not have it said that he profited

| from expelling other people but also
| because his sons fear for his life. Two
homibis were thrown in his office, Com-

. pensation could be called generous for

| the abandonment of hovels. A woman
with three children received £200 for
leaving a tin shack on a rubbish heap;

| she could not  hope  for  that mn
Fogland, But it does not begin to
provide these people with a decent
place to live. There is no denying the

JERUSALEM

fact that 6,000 Arab people are being '
evicted to make way for 6oo Jewish

families, The problems of slum

clearance are bitter enough in a

reasonably homogeneous society ; in a

conguered city they cannot be free of

politics, And while the archaeological

discoveries are |
Masmonean, the restorations are mostly
of buildifigs of the last century; the
Israchs are mingling a romantic attach-
ment to an ancient eentury with a
recovery of a nineternth-century status
fuo.

Sermons in stones

The south-west cormer of the old ity
is the Armenian guarter @ the smallest
enclave, it contains only joo people.
But the Christian quarter to the north
contains some 4,000. It also contains,
of course, the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, in which the politics of
Christian Jerusalem are concentrated
and displayed.
The position of the Christians in
| :S Jerusalem is now the most equivocal—
w  which does not mean that it is the most
*  uncomfortable. Native Christianity in
Palestine is Orthodox. The distinction
between the Roman Catholics (usually
called Latins) and the Orthodox (often
called Catholics) existed at the time of
the Crusades, but was probably not
formalised until the western Christians
were finally evicted and it became
necessary for eastern Christendom to
distinguish itself for survival. The
multiplicity of sects in Jerusalem is as
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much a reflection of nationalism (with
which Christianity had to identily to
survive) as of theological disputes or
internal  church  politics.  National
politics still impinge. There s, for
cxample, the unedifving saga of the,
Copts and the Ethiopians.

For over a century the FEthiopian
church has laid claim, unsuccessfully,
to two chapels—hardly more than
shacks—in a ramshackle courtyard
with ruined Crusader cloisters by the
side of the Holy Sepulchre. At Easter,
1970, when the Coptic procession had
wound its way through to the church,
the Ethiopians took possession. One has
only to remember that the Israelis are!
friendly with the Ethiopians while the
Copts are the church of Egypt to
understand why the action, or inaction,
of tbe Israeli muard in the church
courtyard, and the action of the
authorities in confirming the Ethiopians
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Service among the scaffolding

in possession, started a modest furore
among the Chrstian elergies,

This is the only dispute to have been
taken to the Israeli authorities, who are
doing their best to steer clear of
Christian disputes. It 15 no joke to he
burdened with preserving the status
quo. That phrase has a special meaning
in Jerusalem ; it refers to a Turkish
firman of 1852 in which rights in, and
ownership of, the two main shrines—
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and
the Basilica of the Natwity—were laid
down. There has been perennial trouble
between the Latins (the greatest inter-
national Christian force) and the Ortho-
dox (the local church owning most of
the shrines). The Orthodox can claim
almost all of the Basilica of the Nativity
and probably over half of the Holy
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with the active help of the Jordanian
municipality, although it was 1963
before work started. It will not be com-
pleted for another four or five years.
At present the church is a terrifying
shambles of dust, scaffolding, half-
supported and half-restored  pillars.
{(Repairs carried out in the early nine-
teenth century after the church was
damaged by fire consisted merely of
encasing the damaged pillars in ugly
| but guickly-built supports : the Ortho-
dox were so terrified that a whimsical
and bribable government would sud-
denly assign the rights to someone else.)
The dome, blackened by another fire, is
still a subject of controversy: the
Latins toy with the idea of a many-
sided come (the original wooden roof
would have been of this shape) such
as that with which they have just
topped off a huge and remarkable new
church at Nazareth, The Orthodox
patriarchate considers this expensive
and wrong ; the whole job of restora-
tion anyway is likely to cost something
of the order of £4 million.

The largest share of the bill will of
course be met by the Orthodox
church. The Jerusalem patriarchate is
theoretically entirely separate from,
though in communion with, the other
three * Apostolic” and four " non-
Apostolic " patriarchates that make up
the Orthodox church. But the Jeru-
salem patriarchate is not rich; and if
it opened its coffers to public subscrip-
tion, the Russian government might
make an offer on behall of the Russian
Orthodax. This fearful risk is being
avoided by the Orthodox share being
paid for entirely by the Greek govern-
ment.

JERUSALEM
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Christmas at Bethlchem is a matter of
timing. On the evening of December
24th, the Latin procession from Jem-
salem pours into Manger Square where,
between a rather young Christmas tree,
a successor to the oviginal giant, and
the brand new municipality—paid for
mostly by the Israeli government—it is
met by the military governor and the
mayor of Bethlchem, This is the Ohrist-
mas of western and Uniate churches,
the diplomatic eorps and the tourisis.
Tourism to Bethlchem, given a notice-
able boost by the Pope's visit in 1064,
has this year recovered 1o its pre-1gbz
level, This is the Christmas that
matters 1o the Israchiz There is a good
teal of sceurity ; at Christmas, 1967,
the electricity cables were sabotaged,

The Lating bring {rom their adjoin-
ing church of St Catherine a plaster
Christ child, and place it in the stone
manger of the grotto of the Basilica of
the Nativity, where it remains for 12
days. On January 6th it has to be
removed—not becaunse it is the westem
Epiphany but becanse it is the Ortho-
dox Chrstmas eve.

This is the local Christmas. Rather
over half the people of Bethlehem—in
all some 18000, excluding 7,000 to
Booo in refugee camps, are Christian.
The Latins have the bare majority, 5o
the convention is that il the mayor of
Bethlehem is Latin, the deputy mayor
is Orthodox, or {as at present] vice
versa, But Bethlehem is exceptional :
the Orthodox are by far the largest
community of Palestinian, and indeed
middle eastem, Christians,

The Orthodox remove  themselves
on the 18th: but Christmas is not

The three days of Christras

over. The Armenians econcelehrate
Christmas and Epiphany ; and  they
follow the old pre-Gregorian calendar,
Their Christmas eve is Janmary 18th,
Theirs iz the smallest and most apoliti-
cal Christmas of all. But they at least
have a real stake in the basilica: an
altar of their own. The Syrians may
hold services there twice a vear; the
Copts only once. And all the Ethio-
pians may do is come and pray,

The basilica sports a notice provided
by the good offices of the lsraeli mili-
tay and religious authorities : 12
rules for behaviour in church, There is
a nice story that in the early days of
Isracli occupation there was one further
prohibition on the list : no infanis
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The Nativity is 90% Orthadox

You increase, we'll multiply

Both the Latins and the Orthodox must
keep their distance from the Israelis,
When, for example, the second Vatican
Council diluted the traditional Cath-
olic doctrine that laid the blame for the
death of Christ squarely on the shoul-
ders of the " perfidious Jews,” as the
old text had it, there was an outcry

throughout the Aral world. The Jeru-

recognising the state of Israel, though
it was a more special interest in Jeru-
silem that led it to condemn rapid
development this year, Sinee the Chris-
tian Arabs are best fitted by their educa-
tion for emigration, it is hardly
surprising that their numbers should
be diminishing.

The master plan that the munici-

salern Christians fared  well _under pality has drawn up for the ecity

Line FIATIIALS, m A%
f ally inclined to be pro-Israeli ;
somme are Among their most dedicated
apponents, But with a western-style
education and the adaptahility that
brings, they are prime targets for the
label of quisling. It s concern for their
congregations throughout the Middle
East that prevents the Vatican from

_supposed that the ratio of (roughly)

three Jews to every one Arab would
remain constant ; within_ " metropoli-
tan " Jerusal a_planne area
encompassing Ramallah in the north,
Bethlehem in the south, Anatot in the
east and Neve Ilan in the west, the
proportion of Arabs 15 expected 1o
creep to rather nearer half by 2010, For

all that they are nothing more than
extrapolations, these proportions have
attracted a cood deal of leaeh eniti-
cism, What they implicitly recognise s
that the Arabs are adopting the old
Jewish strategy of hanging on. (There is
an Israeli joke now going the rounds
ahout the soldier at a checkpoint on
the Jericho road who replies, when
asked how he knows which cars to
stop : " When 1 see the Jewish look
in his eves, T know he's an Arah.”)
The Arabs’ growth rate depends on
their high birth rate. The Jewish rate
in Jerusalem is the highest in Israel, but
the Arabs' is far higher, Jews tend to
react to this in a way which is to any-
one from the United Kingdom remi-
niscent of Ulster Protestant nervous-
ness about a high Catholic hirth rate
in the province, In Ulster the ratios
were maintained over two generations
by Catholic emigration, Most Israelis
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The Arabs are staying put, but the Jews keep on coming

obwiously hope that the same corrective
will apply in Jeruzalem ; but they are
hardly leaving things to chance.

Christian emigration has ﬁ':—gn rapid
since 1948 : where there were 25,000
Christians in the city then, there are
under 11,000 now, But it is prebably no
faster now than in the 19505, The rate
of emigration from Arab Jerusalem as
a whole is estimated by the Israelis to
have been of the order of 1 per cent
a vear since 1967, What mean h
more _than this barren statistic is of
course that one er has been

rl@a_&r% by _Jordan; that a family
reunification permit is far harder to
get from the Israelis for an expatriate

Jerusalemite who wishes to return from
abroad than for a West Banker : and
—— —

What's the limit 7

Jerusalem has three peripheries ; the walls
ol the old city, the municipal boundarias
drawn by tho Israslis n 1967, and the
limits of the " metropolitan” Jerusalem
they are planning, which are based on a
commuting tima of hall an hour from the

city centra. The actual and planned
populations for each are:
Old City 1967 Proposed
Maoslem gquarter 13,600 10,000
Jewish quarter 6,000 3,000

{ Arabs) {Jows)
Christian quarter 4,300 4,300
Armonian quarter 700 700
Total 24,600 18,000
Municipal boundaries*®

1967 1970
Jews 195,000 215,000
Arabs 68,2004 72,600
Total 263,200 287,600
Metropolitan Jerusalemn®
1967 200

Jaws 206,000 455,000
Arabs 177,000 425,000
Tatal 363,000 B90,000
+ gnd year

*Mon-Jewish residents from overseas (monks, ete)
are included in the Arab fotals

that_some _of the emigration has been
involuntary—deportation. It is  not
therefore much of a guide to the future.
But what is statistically more important
is the halting of immigration from
the willages around Jerusalem—West
Bankers may work, but not live, in
Jerusalem—which  before  the war
amounted to an influx of the order of 5 °
per cent of the population of Jordanian
Jerusalem each vear,

The best Israeli estimate is that since
the war the Jewish population of the
city has been growing at nearly 4 per
cent a year, with an Arab population
growth of 2 per cent, This is pretty well
in line with the projections in the
master plan. For the Arab side, in
particular, the Israeli figures are really
rough guesses : and anyway the picture
is likely now to change,

L]

The poor alway
with you

The people of Jerusalem are poor. For
all the Israch claims that they are
bringing services and prosperity to Arab
Jerusalem, the urban slums of the Jews
are a more blatant abomination than
the semi-rural poverty of the Arabs,
Walking up from the Jaffa Gate along
the old armistice line the slums and
half-abandoned buildings of Mamilla
dre like stale cruinbs in the bowl of the
western _ridge ; in_the orthodox Jewish
quarter of Mea She'arim religion and
poverty are in their dual intensity
reminiscent of Catholic Latin America.
To the west, the ribbon of building

along the Jaffa road, the city's main

This year some hono immigrants
came to Jerusalem, around 12 per cent
of the total of all immigrants to Israel,
Before the war, only some 5 or 6
per cent came to Jerusalem, Next year
the figures will be nearer g,000 and 20
per cent, and will just about bring the
rate of growth of Jewish Jerusalem to
the Israeli ministry of housing’s target
of 5 per cent a vear. But that dependls,
of course, on a similar speed-up of
housing completions. In 1950 the nume
ber of completions was rather under
3,000, The number of starts was about
4,000, But Jerusalem ecannot take
12,000-16,000 immigrants a  year,
although Mr Shimon Peres, the last
minister of immigrant absorption,
wanted it to have half of all immigrants
to Israel. Its existing inhabitants are
overcronvded, poor and poorly housed,

4

}

i

S ye have L 4

western artery, degenerates _into a
shambles of oneStorey  shacks, In
the ashestonim—prefabs on a harren
hillside—live ™ miagic earpet ™ immi-
grants who were brought o lsrael in
1948 and found themeelves in tempor-
ary accommedation  as  permancent
{though much less nice) as the garden |
suburb  that houses lsrael’s  foreign
ministry, Demographically, the Jews in
Jerusalem are far closer to the Arabs
than to their richer, newer co-
religionists in Tel Aviv: over a third
of the pnfpulal'mn is under 14, the
majority of the population was born in
Jerusalem and among the minority over

———
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Not very black, not many panthers—but they

half are Afro-Asian born, Qver a third
are in substandard housing. But this
i#The paitern imposed by the influx of
immigration from Arab countries in
ig4B. The way that it is now changing
is both its hope and its greatest dan-
ger.

Immigration to the whole country,
and most particularly to Jerusalem, has
picked up since the war: in the early
1ghos it was no more than a trickle.
Some Bo per cent of these new immi-
grants gome from the west—a propor-
tion well above the national average.
These * voluntary immigrants " are on
the whole more articulate, used to a
higher standard of living, and less in-
clined to sit back in self-congratulatory
exhaustion than the state has got so
far. But they iincrease the national
Askhenazi-Sephardic  tensions.  The
indigenous Jews, or the earlier immi-
grants  to Jerusalem, are mostly
Sephardis. There have long been com-
plaints that the Russian and American
Askhenazis carry an undue amount of
political weight, In Jerusalem, there is
added to this the complaint that, as well
as all the other temporary tax advan-
tages on consumer goods and income
granted to immigrants, they get an
unfair share of the new housing, Of the—
#8350 flats completed in 1970, boo were

G-y earmarked for immigrants: but since
'T Wiy also get advantageously low

interest rates they managed to buy
another 1,10 omes. [t
was an awareness of this fast-burming
political fuse, and a fear of a repetition
of the violent demonstration in a Haifa
slum in 1959, that made the Israeli
government react so swiftly to the
emergence of a bunch of self-styled

made their paint
Black Panthers,

The Black Panthers were a group
of very young, rather ingenuous pro-
testors, coming mostly from the families
of north African immigmnts who
arrived in 1948, The upshot of their
mild activity has been a sizeable injec-
tion in the municipality’s social wellare
budget this vear. at was badly
needed ; TIsraeli social workers have
been threatening to strike if they are
not better supplied with funds and
helpers. 1 i i i

Proportionately, the welfare rolls o
w:stTgrusainm are longer than those
of New York @ity, Welfare is still
pateliy., Tsrael’s biggest and best scheme
s for a negative income tax which
guarantees a family with two children,
in high-cost Jerusalem, £30 a month,
But this department shows the muni-
cipality at its best, It is run by an
American immigrant who has shed
neither his native terminology nor his

Rendering unto Caesar

The city of Jerusalem has an accum-
mulated deficit which now amounts to
£1.7 million. That is well over 10 per
cent of its annual income, In Jerusalem,
the municipal debt is not a simple
matter of extended government loans or
an increase in a rate support grant, It
means deferring payment here, wheed-
ling a few hundred pounds out of a
bank there. The government, in a
system of split control that is again a
hangover from British days, provides a
large third of the municipality's
revenue, but the amount is strictly

I
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standards—and whe is readier to aygree |
that more could be done for the Arah
r as well as the Jews than to indulge |
in self-congratulation at what is done. |
Some 6oo Arab families are on the
minimum income scheme ¢ 1E{is only
a fraction—perhaps a hilth those
who are in need, nP:nd a far lower pro-
portion of the population than in west |
Jerusalem. But perhaps 2,000 more |
are receiving some kind of benefit from |
the Israelis. The welfare office is run [
by a Jew but staffed by Arabs. Jerusa. |
lem is the only area where the same |
welfare rates apply to Jew and Arab |
alike ; in other areas, for example in |
upper and lower Nazareth, the Arabs
tend to get the lower “rural”™ rate
while the Jews receive the " urban™
rate.

The Israelis claim that they are |
encouraging a social_revolution_among
the —Arahs (by minimum income
schiemes, paying L‘nrﬁts to wouen, and
a contraction in income differentials s0 i
that the labourer receives a far higher
proportion of the profesional man's
salary than before 1067). Their critics
protest that they are employing wholly
unsuitable  and incomprehensible
methods ; that they _are only replac-
ing charitable Tunds that used to come
from Amman_and are now cut _off ;
that such charities as are still in
Jerusalem are discouraged from helping
certain categories of people such as
prisoners’ families ; that budget cuts,
the bane of Israeli administration, come
in January and February—the tax-vear
is a hangover from Dritish days—which
are the worst possible months to reduce
assistance, The test of lsraeli good
intentions will come next year. The
municipalilt is desperately poor, with
a badly unbatanced budget. Until this
year it has received a special grant to
help with east Jerusalem. Next year it
must manage for itself.

limited to a fixed proportion of a
decreed level of expenditure. The muni-
cipality has faced wage inflation of 20
per cent this year ; next year it is |
more likely to be g0 per cent. The
municipality has a strong incentive to
wring all the tax it can out of the east |
_@rﬁjﬂﬁ{;mlanm of advan-

tage of this exchange—taxes for ser- t
vices—is hotly disputed in Jerusalem.
From the city treasurer’s chair it is
simple : the munivipality received from
east Jerusalem only £120,000 in tax
and spent £150,000 on welfare alone.
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Kollek : the city's hub

Only the lower rates of tax are applied
in east Jerusalem, and though the muni-
cipality demanded money even for part
of the 1967-68 financial year, not
until next year will they ask for
the full amount .that they consider is
due. (This year they asked for 80 per
cent of the assessment, and of this col-
lected about 6o per cent.) Of course the

ran—maT"ﬁT_jﬁLhmﬂcr'Tnm is
no Ut that the municipality, despite

its poverty, has been far less voracious
in its demands and less savage in en-
forcement than the government, Taxa-
tion is a novel idea to most of the
Arabs : under Jordanian rule municipal
expenditure was low and financed
mostly from petrol tax or grants from
Amman. There was certainly no equi-
valent of the occupiers' tax levied on
everyone by Ismeli municipalities,
(Property tax and income tax are the
preropatives of the government,) The
Israelis point 1o the services they are
installing, but it is hard to respond with
iuch enthusiasm when the western city
is none-too-spruce, The Israelis would
like to make a case for their adminis-
tration of the city based on both
efficiency and humanity, but muddle
and lack of funds hamstring their
efforts. That could be said of almost
any city administration anywhere in
the world ; but the shortage of money
is exceptionally glaring in Jerusalem.
The greatest advantage they have in
their mayor is that he is a proven
fund-raiser.

Jerusalem’s  administration is  not
pyramidic but radial: Mayor Teddy
Kollek is the hub. As a politician, he
carries national weight ; as the mayor,
he has built up an international reputa-

JERUSALEM

tion. He is currently providing himself
with the props of big city administra-
tion but has not succeeded in welding
them finto a working unity. That is at
least partly not his fault. He asked,
unsuccessfully, for Jerusalem to have a
government ministry to itself ; instead,
every single department—diplomats,
soldiers, rabbis, education and national
insurance officials—has a  powerful
finger in his city's pie, Mayor Kollek
heads a coalition which sounds weak
16 members out of a town council of
3t. But his is an intensely personal
administration ; and he does not lack
international supports. His two inter-
national arms are the Jerusalem Foun-
dation and the Jerusalem Committee,
The foundation is a pipeline through
which foreign capital, mostly from
Kollek’s friends, is pumped into the
city. It has received some £2 million
since Kollek hecame mayor in the mid-
1960s. Money is only accepted for
specific Frujccu: but the foundation
is in reality an arm of the municipality,

45

paying for any of its projects that are
in some degree extra-curricular play-
grounds, community centres, or the
park around the old city,

Jerusalem is a city of donated inssi-
tutions. Some of its younger inhahi-
tants resent this. The Israel Museum,
another of Mayor Kollek's fund-raising
successes from his pre-mayor days in
the prime minfister's office, has with
great skill avoided naming itself or
any of its marvellous complex of build.
ings after its benefactors : perhaps a
umque  achievement. International
charity or the enthusiasm of rich
Zionists is an unstable basis for admin.
istration, although one would have
thought their names are a small price
to pay for keeping the city's financial
head above water, But with the
upsurge in tourism, why can the city
not support itself 7 Tourism has this
year overtaken citrus fruits to become
the Israelis’ biggest foreign currency
earning industry. Why has this not
benefited its greatest asset ?

The blessings of sanctity

government_js collecting X too, and - : ,
Just what ‘mlf"‘ﬁw—ﬂa star of Bethlehem is a beautiful

white flower, which tactlessly did not
bloom at Christmas. But it does
now, thanks to [Israeli horticultural
skill, and contributes to a flower export

business worth over £2 million a year. |

That is an offshoot of the booming

business of sanctity, making money now

for the Israelis as oriee it made money

Hﬁmmmﬁﬁﬁ
uch wealth that is important,

Over 600,000 people have come to
Israel this year ; virtually all of these
came to Jerusalem, though they may
base themselves in Tel Aviv's larger
stock of hotels. In Bethlchem, Arabs
are prepared to admit that business is
better even than before the six-day war,

But a clear majority of the tourists
are Jews: and, curiously, this propor-
tion is expected to hold steady as num-
bers increase, to a target of 1 million
tourists in 1973, the 25th anniversary
of the state’s foundation, In east
Jerusalem the Arabs complain that this
traffic, filtered through Israeli tourist
agencies, comes to their hotels only
when those of the west side are jammed
full: but this year there has been
enough traffic for just about everyone.
Before the war west Jerusalem was a
backwater without attractions ; east
Jerusalem still has a greater stock of
hotel bedrooms, but for both sides of
the city the total is not much over

3,000, A number of the hotels on the
east side were the pension type, cater-
ing for none-too-well-off Moslem pil-
grims coming o complete the Hadj,
the pilgrimage to the three cities of
Mecca, Medina and Al-Kuds— Jerusa-
lem. It is they, of course, that have
suffered worst,

In the old city, shopkeepers have
bent with the Israeli wind: a stall-
holder who once specialised in Christ-
mas cribs now makes candles for
Hannuka ; touts offer to show the
Wailing Wall first, the Holy Sepulchre
or the Dome of the Rock are offered
second. Arab children, with uncenseinus
humour, offer * Moshe Davan in a
bottle " : a jar of multi-coloured desert
sand with General Davan's portrait
stuck on the front. Arab bookshops on
the east side offer " lsracli Cooking "
or * Miriam lives in a Kibbutz." Taxis
from both sides ply their trade all over
the city, though still with formidable
ignorance of the foreign half. Egged,
the Israeli bus company, dominates the
tourist and local traffic (it has swal-
lowed most of the Israeli local services),
although the Arab buses on the east

side still run, wm:.
closed, the smart shoping centre on the
cast side still Jooks a ittle_bleak : but
in the souk in the ofd city business is
thriving.

Who profits ? Not, to its permanent

————
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Gathsemane ; sacred asset

annoyance, the municipality, which
does not levy any taxes which rise with
income. It toys with the idea, but to
imagine that it will be allowed to do
5o in the near future is wishful think-
ing. Mayor Kollek anyway believes that
it would never be possible for Jerusa-
lem to support itsell on its history, as
a tourist and pilgrim attraction, with-
out suffering death from suffocation.

Nine hotels are at present being built
in Jerusalem : one, 20 storeys high, to
be built on French Hill, has caused a
good deal of unhappiness. The mayor
would like to see an end to the con-
struction of monster hotels in Jerusa-
lem when these are completed. They
will give the city another 2,000 rooms ;
but a further 16 have been approved
by the ministry of tourism. Their fate
is hanging fire ; but it is a fair guess
that most of them will be built. Hotel
building in Jerusalem is the biggest
lure for foreign capital. The first nine
hotels, for example, represent an invest-
ment of about £19 million.

Friction between ministries and
municipality is the largest fact of
Jerusalem's political life. Sometimes
one suspects that this is convenient:
the ministries, less sensitive or less aware
than the municipality, act as the whip-
ping-boys for everything that is wrong
in the city. But it is no spokesman’s
invention, inflated to distract the 1,300
journalists who pass through the city
i a year, The municipality and the
niinistries are constantly in genuine
conflict, Battles between, say, the
Jerusalem municipality and the ministry
of education over Arab schools are
all-too-reminiscent of those which take
place in England. But Jerusalem's
council 15 far weaker than, say, the
Greater London Counail,

JERUSALEM

Middle-aged spread

Through western Jerusalem runs a
great ridge, the dividing line between
the lands of the Mediterranean and
the shores of the Dead Sea. Running
north to south, this breaks up and forks
into two, so that the inner city to the
west seems curved around the old.
Along these ridges are dotted the
monuments of  nineteenth-century
and early twentieth-century religion.
Quite low buildings still catch the eye :
the green copper baubles of the
Russian cathedral, or the pimple
dome of the Chief Rabbinate, To the
north, where nwssionary and charit-
able zeal spread a city of schools,
colleges, mstitutions and churches, the
Anglican cathedral, a charming English
church built in golden Jerusalem stone,
plays the same trick,

In the late nineteenth century and
early twenticth century, Jerusalem's
growth had a strong missionary streak.
That manifested itself not so much in
conversions—which would not have
been wviewed kindly by the local
Christian church—but in education.
There is a curious phenomenon of
emigration from the city that marks, so
to speak, the Panama canal. Those
Arabs living to the north and educated
by Protestants and Lutherans emi-
grated to North America ; those living
to the south, in the shadow of the
Latin missions, went mostly to Catho-

‘e South America,

Housing  spread outwards and

The next Jerusalem

Planning in Jerusalem is a decade—
perhaps a generation—out of date,
That is not necessarily a criticism @ it
is, for example, hard to rouse much
public enthusiasm for pedestrian
precincts when a car is still for most
people the pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow, The first effort at a plan
was made under the British mandate—
Alexandria's city engineer was brought
in to do the job. His recommenda-
tions were, as is well known, that all
building must be faced with local stone
—and he forbade all high building, The
Israeli attempts at a master plan for
the rapidly growing city began in the
15505 and grew into something in the
1gbos, only to be redrawn, of course,
after the war. The “interim report”
was completed in 1968, Since then
there have been transportation studies

THE ECONOMIST DEOEMBER 25, 1071

around this city of institutions to the
west. But along the ridges themselves
the spaces between these monuments
to religion have begun to be filled up
by the monuments of the mid-
twentieth century : tourist hotels, Tt is
Jerusalem's terrain that makes plan-
ning such an urgent necessity.

Beyond this inner built-up ring
there is a third Jerusalem, which s
Israel’s capital. There is the Knesset,
in the process of huilding on top of its
huge, flat low-built roof ; there is the
Givat Ram campus of the Hebrew
umversity with an enviably beautiful
situation and fine  huildings. (The
original Mount Scopus site was of
course thE far side of the border)
There 35 the lsrael Museun amd i
Shrine of the Dook, an underground
home for the Dead Sea scrolls with a
round white roof of somewhat puzzling
design—until it is explained that it
was made in imitation of the lids of
the urns in which they were found. OF
all the Israelis’ creations in Jerusalem,
this cluster of museum buildings is the
one of which they can be most proud.
But just below there is a wilderness
of road-building that has created great
resentment for despoiling the valley of
the Monastery of the Cross ;,in front
of the Knesset are soaring ugly tower
blocks ; and beyond, the untended olive
trees around the old Arab villages are
a mute witness to the wastefulness of
dislocation and war.

and a detailed plan for the old city
and its environs—which means much,
but not all, of Jordanian Jerusalem, In
1969 the master plan was shown to a
group of Jerusalem  Comnuttee
members, whose reaction was vague,
far from unanimous but definitely
unenthusiastic,

If all had gone well for Mavor
Kollek and the municipality, the
creation of a master plan and the
involvement of the Jerusalem commut-
tee would have been complementary
actions. The committee first met in the
summer of 1g6g, Its formation was
naturally a double-valued action : it
gives some credibility to Mr Abba
Eban's repeated assurances that inter-
national opinion should be given its
say in Jerusalem, The committee has
the flavour of internationalism without
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Dome of the Rock : the view that must not be blocked

the least touch of internationalisation,
But Mr Kollek was gpenuinely anxious
to tap international talent. The master
plan, similarly, would give an air of
purpaseiul development to Jerusalem’s
rapid growth : at the same time it
would be a vital bulwark against the
ministry of housing’s least responsible
projects. This does not mean that it was
planned as a dam on development ; the
growth targets for the Government
House area which caused such anger
were enshrined in the sub-plan for the
area around the old city. They have
since been halved. But in almost every
case where there has been inter-
national protest, the ministry of hous-
mq has overstepped the limits, by
increasing the density or increasing the
built-up area, that were decreed in the
plan. Since the Jerusalem Committee
consisted, by definition, of people
sympathetic or at least not antipathetic
to Israel (it contained Christians but
no Moslems), the municipality could
have hoped for some support. Why did
the sub-committee that met in the
winter of 19570 find the plan so objec-
tionable ?

First, it was a ludicrous political
blunder to present the committee with
a [ait accompli. Such a group was
never likely to agree : presented with
a completed plan a chorus of enthu-
siasim was  wildly improbable. Cor-
porate criticism was restricted to a
demand for revision and a strengthen-
g of the planning process : individual
eriticism was dissident. The net result
was the setting up of an urban plan-
ning unit but the weakening of the
master plan's tiny political strength,
This may still be to Jerusalem’s
benefit, but the future of planning is
by no means assured.

For the master plan became confused
with all the developments that are most
disliked in  Jerusalem : with the
populating of the north and eastern
hills with Jews ; with high rise build-
ings; with through transport ; and with
all else that is anathema to those who
are grateful for the fact that Jerusalem
was hidden in the Turkish shadow from
the glare of industrial revolutionary
day. That is only partly unfair : much
individual criticism of the plan was
directed against its positive aspects—
an east-west highway connecting
Mount Scopus with the government
precinct in the west ; ribbon develop-
ment ; and the general domination of
the plan by road transport. The
planners’ dilemma in Jerusalem is not
only that the city is changing so fast
that any plan that consists of lines on
a piece of paper is almost instantly
out of date, but that if this growth
consists of public housing in a belt
around the city the plan has to allow
for extra schools, shopping centres and,
most important of all, jobs in the city
and transport to get the people to the
jobs, The plan's network of roads has
been altered in response to criticism ;
but the planners are constantly being
forced back on their original, more
drastic ideas by the spread of unp!anned
housing,

Lest the planners should be thuuqht
to be the unblemished heroes of this
story, there is one cautionary tale that
must be told against them YBe'i:aus.i: it
says a lot about the planning paralysis
that grips the city, It concerns a bank
which, having bought up a square in
the centre of western Jerusalem,
planned to redevelop it, Surely
uniquely, it went to the municipality
in 1963 and asked what the plans for
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that part of the city were and how it
could fit in with them. The planners

demanded (very properly) detailed
plans ;  argued about  density ;
demanded a transportation  study ;

argued about parking. Time passed,
and so did the six-day war, The bank
was now required to fit in with the
new postwar plan—when it emerged
—with the new plan for the central
business district and the new transpor-
tation study. Last month, its directors’
patience ran out—and who can blame
them ?

But most builders are not so well-
intentioned, Until very recently, any
government building was exempt from
the need for a municipal licence, and
many builders still behave as if this
was 50, As it is, although the munici-
pality does possess in law a planning
veto, the hierarchy of control—above
the municipality there are district and
then regional committecs—is such that
it is often possible to by-pass the
municipal level, so that the planners
have to take the initiative if they are
to have any effect. Jerusalem's urban
planning unit is a few months old,
secretaryless and tiny, Its ability to
prevent, say, an extra illegal half-dozen
storeys on a group of buildings depends
on a planner happening to spot them
personally in the fatal week while they
are in the process of being built, No
one is going to tear down a housing
estate in Jerusalem.

The unit was set up in response to
the Jerusalem Committee's very perti-
nent criticisms of a pathetically weak
planning process. The Greater London
Council's planning experts lent their
help this summer, until the Foreign
Office and the GLC itzell got nervous
that this suggested approval of Isracli
annexation of the citv, The GLC's
advice was a direct translation of GLOC
practice, scaled down to Jerusalem size,
It remains to be seen how this works
out in practice ; there are signs that
the unit is beginning to get some grip.

Teo date, the planners’ most concrete
triumph has been the demolition of a
hideous concrete  classroom i the
garden of an old Arah house—put up
by, of all things, an art school. But
two months ago it achieved a far
greater triumph, by stopping all build-
H'IR on oa 'I:'I'.III'HSE.I"? lTF II”lI‘-IIIE prn]rrl
for a matter of weeks, That was on
French Hill. The eventual settlement
was neither a reduction in the height
of the buildings nor in the density of
the project, but a vast improsement
in the amenities that sarroumd it

That is an allegory of Jerusalem’s
present  development  struggles. No
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[sraeli is going to stop building because
it 15 an oflence to the Arabs. French
Hill, which most Israelis are ready to
condemn, is no eyesore, at least from
afar. To the stranger the ugliest thing
about it is the way it looms above an
overcrowded Arab village, and a puny
amount of government housing for
Arabs, which has been under construc-

JFRUSALEM

tion for three wyears and will take
perhaps 100 fammilies when completed.
It is perlectly true that, as the Israelis
say, the Arabs can get some loans to

build fér themselves, and are not
enfliusiastic about shoe-box apartments

—which are what is being built in
Jerusalem today, That begs an awkward
question: who is ?

Muddle or metropolis ?

Worldwide reaction to  Jerusalem’s
expansion has been a condemnation of
all high-rise building within sight of
the old city and a conviction that
Jerusalem must stop growing. It is a
strong case, and long may it continue
to be made while the Israclis are
sensitive to external criticism. There
is no doubt at all that it nags at their
aesthetic conscience and is an incentive
to good architectural design, But while
Jerusalem remains in  the Israelis’
hands, they are not going to destroy
the dream of living there that is
swelling their national ranks, though
they may argue about how many may
come and how fast. Nor are they going
to impose prohibitive development
requirements on themselves, though
thiey may argue about how high, how
near, and how much., And there is
no guarantee that a repeated pro-
nouncement of opposing first principles
will in some miraculous way encourage
compromtise ; sometimes, as when the
American Et.ate Department con-
demned development on Nabi Samwil,
it backfires, What is likely to emerge
that way is a muddle : what is certain
to appear with any sort of encourage-
ment is a metropolis.

That is the world’s dilemma, faced
in particular by the British Government
this summer: the GLC's planners
were after all doing no more than
advising on a planning system which
will be the one and only check on
irresponsible  development, Jerusalem
is rehousing its slum-dwellers, but
immigration means that the c1t~_.r grows
faster than it improves. The city cries
out for planning, for honest opinions
on the best way to grow. Growth is
happening now, a political settlement
of a war this year, next year, some-
time, To wrest it from Israeli control
might keep the hills that stand about
the old city bare for a generation ;
under Jordanian rule grow
decently restrained. Bul_ﬁma
contains the seeds of growth. What
must be kept, and still more created,

in metropolitan Jerusalem ?

A lot of Israeli nonsense is talked
about the hotel on the Mount of
Olives ; it surmounts a Jewish grave-
yard and intrudes in an area sacred to
Christianity, but it is not aesthetically
offensive, The best defence is attack :
the twentieth-century Abbey of the
Dormition at the south-west corner of
the old city similarly comes in for
plenty of aesthetic indignation.
Equally, a lot of anti-Israeli nonsense
is talked about the Jewish housing
estates to the north and east, They are
built on land expropriated as a
blatant exercise in political aggran-
disement, but one could go the length
of England to find public housing as
pleasing to look at as Ramat Eshkol,
(One has only to plance across the
road at the buildings the Israelis
pushed up to the border in the 19503,
monstrosities faced with crazy pawlng
and framed in grey concrete, all set to
become the next gm:ratiun's slums, to
see how far they have come.) As far
as the preservatiomists are concerned,
it is surely as anachronistic to thatch
the hills of Nazareth with quick-
growing pine as to cover these hills
with housing.

Given all that, there is still a strong
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case for prohibiting all tall blocks—
even for saying that all housing built
on hills within sight of the old city
should be one or two storeys hich,
tucking into the hillside as the Arab
housing has done for centuries, (Mr
Moshe Safdie has dones some good
designs along these lines) But the
Israelis will never_adopt this; they
find it expensive rum:h keep on
building in stone rather than switching
to precast concrete. And it is at least
arguable that when covered with this

. kind of urban creeper the hills would

look no worse but no hetter than when
surmounted by big apartment blocks.
But there are limits, At eight storeys
the buildings do not dwarf the old city ;
they are too far away. At 12 they
can do; at 20 they are an intrusion.
And the more the Israelis build on the
first range of hills the more essential
it becomes that the next range is left
bare, for the sake af the people who
will live in these estates if for no one
else’s,

There .must always be fierce com-
petition to build the farthest estate or
hotel to the north-east ; the kaleido-
scope of colours that makes up the
view to the Jordan valley and the
Dead Sea is an incomparable asset,
There is a further danger that, like
so  many other wurban authorities
desperate to house people satisfactorily
and short of money, the lsrachis will
create human jungles short of amem-
ties and even meeting places. Give
these housing estates 15 wyears and
peace, and more estates beyond them,
and the Israelis will have created a
city which is not so much ugly as
unfit to live in; a breeding-ground for
riots, In Jenual:m* they have had time
to grow sensitive to such problems ; in
the older housing estates to the west
there is a rash of community centre
building, a concerted effort to break
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down cultural or social divisions
between small neighbourhoods, For
such a small city Jerusalem has made
commendable attempts to deal with
convoluted urban problems, That does
not stop it bringing more upon itself,
But what is happening in the centre
of the city is, for the world, far more
unportant,

Preservation of the old city means
three things: protection of the wview
out of the city from inside;
tection of the view of the city flxn
outside and, of course, preservation
within the walis, The first two are
naturally linked, If two high blocks
at present going up beyond Yemin
Moshe are allowed to multiply into
eight or nine, irreparable damage will
have been dene both ways, This is
quite the greatest desecration that is at
present being perpetrated in Jerusalem.
Both  requirements imply some kind
of withdrawal of the new city from the
old : as much space around the walled
city as possible, A signal triumph has
been the restriction of building on
Goverriment House hill ; where the
original plan was for housing for
14,000 people, this has been halved.
Building is now going on only on the
far side of the hill, out of sight of the
old eity, But not all building can be
tucked out the way ; low building in
the very centre of the new city is an

JERUSALEM

essential. The crux of the matter at
the moment is the development of
Mamilka.

Mamilla runs along the 1948 divid-
ing line, on the Israeli side, From
opposite the Jaffa Gate derelict build-
ings march northwards up the hill to
the New Gate. To the north, the old
Russian compound is to become the
new municipal centre—thus, ironically,
placing a cathedral at the focal point
of a Jewish city. Jerusalem is caught
up in the compound spiral of inflation,
rising land values and housing short-
ages so that it is almost inevitahle
that Mamilla wil go the way of all
urban centres and empty itsell of
ordinary  residents.  Mayor  Kollek
believes that to develop Mamilla so
that it will not dwarf the old city will
cost an uneconomic £2 million above
its eventual value,

It is not certain that he is rght ;
what is needed for Mamilla is low-
built prestige  building, organisation
headguarters. It should not be im-
possible to attract this, though the
ursettled  situation and  international
disapproval of Israeli  annexation
obviously restrict the candidates, High
blocks would not only dwarl the old
city; they would effectively cut it off
from its westerly environs, to their
irremediable loss,

The organisation of Jerusalem is
still mildly radial, The essentials for
development are breathing spaces along
the radii, so that it is possible to keep
the old city almost always in view as
you come in from the outside or move
out from the ingide, That, too, means
contour planning ; using, rather than
ignoring, Jerusalem's hills to maintain
as long a view as possible, Jerusalem

“Can two walk
except they be

It is not true to say that no Armb
wishes to see the city divided again.
Some hope for that. Nor is it true to
say that all Arabs would prefer any-
thing to the presert situation. There
are those such as Mr Jarallah, the
Jordanian town clerk, now deputy in
the Israeli amunicipality, with a pro-
found admiration for the mayor and
a conviction that the city has never
been better run, And there are those
whose bitterness, whose disiike of the
Isracli mixture of bureaucracy and
ruthlessness, has only increased in four
years, The solution that the mayor is
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is dangerously short of open spaces,
unnecessary in a small city with ample
views of rolling countryside, vital to a
spreading urban  centre, There is
* Independent  Garden,” a ' desolate
Moslem cemetery ; the grounds of the
Rimsian compound ; the no-man's land,
still a mess of rubble, to the north
of “the old city.

What of the old city itself ? In
theory, there is an easy consensus | no-
one is going to allow zo-storey hotels
within the walls. But at present it s
surmounted by an unsightly forest of
television aerials, which have appeared
since annexation. What should the
Israclis do ?  Territorial  expansion
provided the lsrarlis with a further
incentive to set up their own television
station ; and the original intention was
that up to three-quarters of the pro-
grammes  should be in Arabic. That
ideal was never realised » but there was
definite  encouragement  to . Arabs
earning higher wages to acquire teles
vision sets, S0 the aerials sprouted-
but high enough to catch programmes
from Amman. Israeli television under-
standably grew  more  and  more
Hebrew. The municipality 5 now
looking for the funds to run all the
cables underground—and repair  the
sewage while it is at it.

The Moslem quarter is by any
western standards  overcrowded, The
[sraelis will say, often with the zeal
of untrammelled social conscience,
that much of it needs to be rebuilt,
which means that g,000 of the 14,000
inhabitants must depart. That is a
project on which even the most fair-
minded could burn his fingers; it
could never be done without eome

together,
agreed? ™

prepared to adopt—an Arab borough
within an Israeli city—is of least use
to these, It would give them power
over those things that matter least—
sewage, street lighting, even education,
without any over those that matter

most—prisons or lice, Mr

nveniﬁmmlmmn
in the municipality who it was planned
to make deputy mayor in charge of
planming, made a proposal that caused
much trouble among the lsraelis
(unfairly, since it was only one of the
theoretical akternatives he listed, with-
out making any personal commitment).
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This was for * condominium " between
the Israelis and the Jordanians. That
is at present inconceivable without a
redivided city. That leaves the
shadowy area of internationalisation.
Most Arabs are too confused in their
search for leadership to be against
this ; some are actively for it. Mr Abba
Eban makes frequent assurances that
international interests should have a
voice in Jerusalem. If his ministry is
forced into details, this at present boils
down to nothing much more than the
present Jerusalem Committee, though
obviously this is the easiest, because
most indefinite, area of negotiation.
Meanwhile, the lsraeli  povernment
rances ol freedom
of access 1o the holy places.

“or non-Arab  Christians  this s
unfettered. What of the Moslems ?
Access has been eased, Some 107,000
“visitars " made their way across the
]n’ﬁ’aﬁu the West Bank and Jerusalem
this year ; more Arabs came by other
routes, Within the city, the Moslem
Council is lying as quiet and as inactive

The museurn has Arab playgroups, too

Jewish quarter of the old city, annoy-
ing the Israelis more than anyone,
Immigration to the city increases
religious fervour, since it is naturally
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Convent the university sponsors well-

attended Hebrew and Arabic night
classes with the express intention of
creating  a  meeting-place.  Arab
children enjoy the youth wing of the
Israel Museum, Mr Kollek displays
considerable understanding: he must
do so if he is to achieve his target
of coherent unity of the city. The muni-
cipality is a genuine point of contact,
But most Israelis’ attitude towards the
Arabs is like the man whe, going down
the stair, met a man who wasn't there :

He wasn't there again today

I wish, I wish, he'd go away.

No one should be so foolish as to
suppose that present quietude means
future peace, If time turns annexation
into  possession  and ceaschire  into
peace, the Israelis cannot count on a
respite because they have acquired an
asset and a magnet which is also an
indestructible burden. To any Briton,
the city of Jerusalem ¥ Tnow a shar
t'u_rm@i_ to Belfast ;| the soldiers
are ubiquitous but relaxed ; there are
no road blocks in the city centre ; the

as possible. the practising Jews that most desire to ™MAajonty and minority exist without

But even some of the Christian Jive there, These are over-represented Dlﬂ%ﬂﬁut it was not so long
communities complain of difficulties politically, But Jerusalem is no ®g0 that Bellast was sunk in a com-
with visas for their members to come religious compound, The Moslem placent mid-1g60s sleep. Even within

and live in Jerusalern to keep their
institutions going: it is as likely that
this is a result of bureaucratic delays
as of deliberate policy, but there is
an obvious danger that criticism from
the headquarters of any Christian

(group could make this a reality, At
‘present, the Israclis are bending over

|I:-ar.]-m'ards to appear generous to
Christianity—sometimes a little too
imaginatively, Mr Eban got himself
linto a typical Jerusalem argument by
suggesting that the municipality was
|providing financial aid: the Greek
Orthodox patriarchate pointed “out
jwith great good humour that all the
i]sr;mlis had done was pay for war
[damage.

| Most people would like to see some
kind of international involvement in
the guarantee the Israelis have given
of no change in some 300 buildings
or sites in the city which have been
designated * religious.” But it can
never be stretched into a mantle to
cover the people of Jerusalem against
discrimination. The city does have a
fanatical flavour, Drive through certain
fireas at nigh sk a stone
through  the windscreen ;  religious
students tm'ﬁs—emhy whether
they have performed their devotions :

Ll
pathologists complain  of constant

f
attacks. Jerusalem has fanatical visitors,
too ; the boys of the Jewish Defence

League come to strut around the

religion is in little danger of suppression
in Jerusalem, The municipality has
gone to great lengths to allow its
employees whichever reft -day they
demand. It has taken as many of the
Jordanian  municipality’s employees
as would work for it. This is not an
exeruise in political restraint, or at least
not entirely. The last thing the Israelis
are aiming at is assimilation of the
Arabs.

What can the Jerusalem Arabs hope
for ? At best, non-interference, For
example, when the lsraelis annexed
the city, the municipal schools emptied,
Fear and resentment were fed by the
imposition of the standard Tsraeli
syllabus for Arab schools, which in
effect meant that students could not
work for Jordanmn matriculation
exams, That has now been altered, but
the schools have not refilled. The
independent schools, of which there
are fine examples in east Jerusalem,
are packed, and suffering from the
burden of pupils who cannot afford
fees and for whom higher education
15 now difficult. The Israelis would be
foolish to mix it with these,

Israelis  buy  Arab embroidery
from Bethlehem, go to Arab hotels.
Some of the proudest Jews, those most
militant, most ready to fight for
Jerusalem, are also the keenest to get
to know Jerusalem's Arabs. There are

their own plans for the future of
Jerusalem, the Israelis must allow for
the Jerusalem Arabs to wake up. It
may be that there is no compromise
that they belicve is worth making,
While the Arab governments are so
obdurate it is hard not to agree with
them, They must then face the danger
that the circumstances of the 1g6os
will be visited upon their children and
their children's children.

public efforts, too. At the Ecce Homo Wailing Wall : the end of the road
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Sarah Hogg, writing about Jerusalem in the Economigt of Christmas Day, of
)
all days, is a dangerous customer. She writes with great subtlety, but what
ghe pays, or leaves unsaid, and her plethora of half-truths = not that there

are not aleo quite a number of whole truths in her article = are sinister and

insidious, of cunningly obligue immuendo and, unmistakably, betraye every so

often, behind her gilken prose, the cloven hoof of implacable and ingrained
anti-Jewich bigotry. If ever there was an exercise of great skill in damming
with faint praise, this is it. -

Not a word in all her exegesis, her profound research and officially
supplied and competently exploited statistics, will you find of Jordan's nineteen
years of infamy and perfidy, vandalism and sacrilege in Jerusalem. Nor a sinele
syllable of thanks for the freedom of access and reference, the uninhibited
recourse 1o information, accorded har by our people, without concealment or
eircuamvention. What Arab State would Te as fortheoming, as frank and as
cooperative?

It is hard to be a Jew, and certainly it is not going to be easy to te
a reunified Jeruealem!

I have no objeetion to your zending a photostat of this minute ito Denad
Avital in London.
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of its problems in the issue (ingenuously)
dated December 25th. The facts were well
chosen and apposite. At the same time,
their presenlation was in places unfor-
wunate, if not actually misleading. Two
examples must suffice,

One: " demands for the rebutlding ol
the Temple are fapatic, and, mMOTE
important, negligible " In fact, with a
Knesset representing  every politica/reli-
gious viewpoint from ultra-religious to
atheist, and from reactionary conservalive
1o communist (of both the leninist and the
manist perspasion), no member has ever
even  supgested  the rebuilding of the
Temple. The only suc h fanatic uttcrance
I can recall came from the Christian youth,
sadly demented, who set fire to the El
Aksar mosgque.

Two: “ so-called visitors.” In practice,
the Israeli government, with courage
approaching foalhardiness, invited any
Arab living in countries technically at war
with it to visit Israel this summer. Well
aver 100,000 responded : all bat a handful
{who requested, and were granted, permis-
sion to settle] returned to their homes as
planned. Why " so-called ™ ?

The issue which clearly most exercised
Sarah Hogeg, however, was the status of
Jerusalem as a magnet for three religions.
Would it not have been mare realistic
(and thus in kecping with your own
traditions of journalism) to compare Israel’s
enrrent handling of this problem with that
of Jordan between 1948 and mid-1967 ?
Such a comparison would have reveaked
that some major differences exist, which
are surely worth spelling out.

The Jordanians expelled all Jews from
the old city. This little community, pre-
dominantly ultra-religious and elderly, had
existed  there continuously (albeit  pre-
cariously) for well over 3,000 years. The
[sraclis have cxpelled squatters from the
old Jewish quarter, but have left all other
communities, Moslem and Christian, cssen-
tially intact

The Jjordanians made it impossible for
Jews, or indeed for' Moslem Israelis, to
visit their hely sites in the old city and
beyond, | The Israelis have encoura
pilgrims of all religions 1o wvisit the city,
and have scrupulously reserved all holy
places for guides of the appropriate faith.

Measured against these criteria, it would
appear that the Israclis are discharging
their role as protectors of _[:'rmiu'lwu, as a
haly city, conscientiously and with com-
mendable understanding of the needs of
all three faiths —Yours faithfully,
London, NWi1 V. Dexis VANDERVELDE

Ulster

¢ip—nr Titcomb's letter (December 2°
girikes | me A5 CUTIOUS, for he thinks
proportional  representation for the
Northern  Ireland House of Commons
would 'do no good,.but then proceeds to
Jerusalem : suggest| that the senate should be elected
Sin—As @A recent visitor o Jerusalem, by an inferior version of the same thing.
where 1 stayed n an Arab hotel inside He wants two senators to be elected
the old city, 1 applaud Sarah Hogg's study togethdr, cach elector having only one vote,
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withdrawal) could not be casily or quickly
averted, But perhaps it is worth adding
that Britain itself will get much of the
effect of the negative foreign trade multi-
pliee which would be triggered off. The
Maltese people have a very high propen-
sity to import, and around 40 per cent of

our foreign merchandise purchases—over

£28m in 1970—comes from Britain. In
fact, if relations between the two count-
rics do get bad, something which few
would like to see, the effect on British
exports to Malta may be nearer to our
total, rather than the marginal, propensity
to import from Britain, Qur trade bill is
small by world standards, but not too
insignificant that it could not be a useful
card if Malta is forced to realign its
external relations,

For the record, allow me to point out
that all aid given 1o Malta since 1964
(about £30m, of which a quarter was in
loan form) was tied aid, Indeed, between
1964 and 1971 we purchased £163m
worth of goods from Britain, which ook
£33m of our exports in the same period.
I believe it.is fair to say that in recent
years Britain has been taking as much
cash out of Malta as it puts in through its
government, tourists, and so on, while
historically the balance has been very
much in Britain's favour. And this, of
course, takes no account of the 170 years
of using the Malta base free or dirt cheap,
Moreover, the Maltese have traditionally
invested their savings in  Britain; these
are estimated o have reached some £200m
at least. It may be presumed, perhaps,
that British users of Maltese loan capital
made a profic out of it >—Yours faithflzally,
Oxford Lixa Serrem

Jerusalem

Sik—Sarah Hogg's special survey on
Jerusalem (December 25th) is 1o be com-
mended  for its  largely constructive
eriticism and comprehensiveness, The
subject is one fraught with emotional ‘and
controversial content, and s thus difficult
to deal with, but I do feel some com-
ments need to be made.

It is eminently unjust to use the words
" captured and annexed " when describing
Israel's presence in ecast Jerusalem. After
all, when the United Nations designated

erusalem for international status in 1948,
it was Arabs and not Jews who * caprured
and annexed.” Until 1967, the city was
Jordanian-occupied,

As for Arab land being expropriated in
1967, such 3 statement must be qualified
by mentioning that the land was almost
exclusively owned by wealthy and exploit-
ing absentee Arab landlords, now sunnin
themselves in Beirut and Damascus,

Lastly, four small points. It is in some
bad taste to quote G. K. Chesterton on
any matter concerning Jews and Israelis,
He never disguised his anti-semitism,

Also, Montefiore’s windmill was certainly
not built as a result of any cccentricity on
his part. It was meant to symbolise the
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Jewish return to the land, a concept indecd
still central 1o Zionism,

Thirdly, the implication that Tsraeli
buses have diverted business from Arb
buses is due to one obvious fact—ihe
Arab buses are extremely badly kept, prone
to frequent breakdown and are unfriendly
to travel in.

And lasty, it is very presumptuous to
say that the Jordanian-built hotel on the
Mount of Olives is “not aesthetically
offensive.” Many planning and  other
authorities agree that ¥ is not simply an
abomination to the eye, ruining a most

! beautiful view, but that to build it on
Jewigh graves that are older than the Arb

1 peoples was and is a wanton act of

i desecration—Yours faithfully,

. Bristol ManTin SuGarMaN

Sik—There are several aspects of the situa-

tion in Jerusalem (December a5th) that
ought to be stressed. First, the annexation
of the Arab city is illegal in international
law, which stipulates no exceptions for
Israeli strategists or religious cranks.
Second, the Arab population has been sub-
jeet to unpublicised but unsubtle forces
which envisage their eventual expulsion—
also illegal, and incidentally inhuman,
Third, Jerusalem’s traditional spiritual
character has been slowly acquired over
millennia and is inextricably Ll.scd on a
Middle Eastern heritage; it is neither
Kicv, Vienna, nor Plonsk and any attempt
to make it another pseudo-central European
fantasy like Tel Aviv would unfailingly
destroy this character, Fourth, and most
significant for westerners, the universal
appeal of the Holy City is derived not from
its connection with Judaism, important as
that may be, but from the sacredness with
which two universal religions, Christianity
and Islam, have held the city over the past
g000 years. It is  doubtful whether
our culture will bencfit from the trans-
formation of its holicst city into a shrine 1o
Lsraeli immigration policies and Zionist
tribalism.—Yours faithfully,

Beirut Jurian Roperts

Hypermarkets

Sik—You say (January 1st) that Sains-
bury's are " firm High Streeters.” I regret
to say that this is a misleading statement.

It s puzzling to know why you made
this assumption for, on many occasions, 1
and my colleagues have advocated the
need for the development of new loca-
tions for food shopping, both out of town
and edge of town. [ have spoken against
the type of out-of-town shopping centres
which despoil the countryside, but always
in support of any development in areds
which have good road access and which
otherwise might be used for industrial or
commercial development,

The great need is to plan for the
shoppers of tomorrow, who for food and
other weekly needs will be very largely
car-borne, In many arcas, the only way
in which 1w achieve this is by having new
shopping centres outside the traditional

THE ECONOMIST JANUARY 15, 1072

town centres. In particular, 1 believe thiat
the Govemment and local authorities
should take more account of the cconomic
advantages to the community which will
derive from creating new facilities for food
shopping on the edge of 1owns, which
neither have the disadvantage of invaditg
the green belt, nor of altering the attrac-
tion of the city centres for non-food com-
parison shopping—Yours faithfully,

London, SEr Jomx Samssuny
Hi-fi i
Sie—Your article, “Hi-fi: hum, higs,
boom " (December z5th), is extremely
misleading. It gives the impression that
the present hi-fi indusiry consisis of a
large number of small “specialist firms
which have stumbled upon an expanding
market that is just about to be taken
over by big groups with a superior marker-
ing ability. It entirely underestimates the

forces which brought about the evolution
of the industry,

The big groups were already selling
equipment which elaimed to be " hi-f "
as long ago as the early 1950s. The equip-
ment was usually housed in an attractive,
but often very costly, cabiner, and seldom
went very far towards accurate reproduc-
tion of the original sound recorded on the
discs or tapes. There was thus a challenge
to anyone who understwood what the reprg-
duction of the original sound involved
to build the equlpment 1o do it 'l'hil.l
challenge has been met by the present
industry, but because it consists of such
# large number of independent concerns,
cach convinced that it has the corregt
scientific approach needed to design the
equipment most able 1o reproduce faith-
fully the original sound, the choice facing
the consumer is bewildering. However,
your article points out, there are already
a number of dealers who are able 10
compate systems for anyone willing (b
listen. In these comparisons the better
equipment can be discriminated by ear;
the superionity of the good equipment i
achieved by good science and not by &
successful marketing technique, 3

For the big groups 1o compete with
the specialists, they must cither build
something better and cheaper themselves
or buy up the successful designers. This
is ome industry where the guality of the
product actually matters and where 8
business run by scientists will do better
than one run by accountants—Yours
faithfully, Antox ZioLKowskl
Cambridge, Mass

One Vat rate

Sik—1 was delighted and surprised w sce
that you have initiated public discussion of
a single rate Vat system.

You do not make it clear in your article
(December 18th) that the Danish system is
unique, in that all poods and services
(except newspapers, ships and commercial
aircralt) are taxed at the same rate and
that food is not exempt. The happy result
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Present quietude means future peace
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" to the Israelis their possession of Jerusalem iz a =
just military and religious triumph",
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" fared well under the Jordanians, and are by no means naturally
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" proportionately welfare rgll,of Westren Jerusalem are
longer then those of New York city".
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lordanian Restrictions

By way of comparison, it should be noted that Jordanian
laws passed in 1953 and in 1955, severely restrlcted the
churches within its jurisdiction.

The Jordanian laws of 16.2.53 and of 16.4.53, restricted the
operations of charitable institutions and the possessien of real
estate property by religious institutions. The latter law, which
led to strong protests on the part of local Christian leaders,
was partially amended on 17.1.54,

However, it did not abolish the 7th paragraph forbidding
charitable and religious institutions to purchase real estate

acquisition of real estate and property by religious institutions
within the Old City, including acceptance of such property
by bequest, or its leasing on a temporary basis. Laws barring
the acquisition of property by aliens, also affected primarily
Christians and Christian institutions, in particular charitable
organizations of the Western churches, since the Eastern
churches are generally less aluent. During various periods
of the lordanian rule in Jerusalam, there were crises in the
relationship between the Moslem government and the Christian
minority. Symptoms of tension appeared in various aspects
of life, from the commercial (Christian merchants baing obliged
to close their shops on Fridays and keep them opan on Sun-
days) to the religious—e.g, robberies and desecration of
churches. Evidence of this state of affairs can b2 found in
documents such as the letter of protest sent by the Greek
Catholic Bishop of Transjordan Michael 'Asaf and the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Transjordan Nama Sima'an on 13.8.66 to
the Jordanian Prime Minister, in which they complained about
the rising tide of Moslem fanaticism.

MNon-Meslem education, spscifically in the parochial school
of the various churches, was similarly restricted by lordanian
law. Details about the Israeli practice and pelicy concerning
private religious education, anc comparison with the Jordanian
policy and practice in this matter, can be found in the section:
Education,
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Religious Education Under Jordanian Rule

In 1954, the Jordanian government approved a law which
placed many restrictions upom private and foreign- ~owne¥
educational institutions. Despite protests and appeals by
representatives of the Christian community, the Jordanian par-
liament passed the law with only insignificant modifications.
The law was published on April 16, 1255 and it distinguished
between public, private, local and foreign schools (paragraph
6,2). It determined that the selection of text books in all schools
and the supervision over all educational methods would be
made by the Ministry of Education (paragraph 41,4). The main
outline of the curriculae must be detrimined after consultation
between the institutions and the Ministry of Education (pa-
ragraph 28). The foreign schools are cbiiged to teach Arabic
language, hietory, geography and “national awearesness,” ac-
cording to.a Ministry of Education program, the instru . ion and

mmmmmmmuummmmw
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hcthw wh||::1 .:rr* u course, Moslem paragrdn :
schools were placed under the supervision of the Jordaman
Ministry of Education and required to submit reports on their
sources of income. (paragraph 34). Fereign primary schools
might not be expanded, nor might new ones be opened, from
the time that the |aw came into effect (paragraph 3&).

MNeedless to say, the leaders of the religious communities
opposed the implementation of this law. The most acutely
affected were the Catholic institutions, which are owned by
Orders headquartered in other countries. It is understandable,
therefore, that |t was the Catholic community that was most
active in opposing this law. The Latin Patriarch and the Bishops
Sama'an and Asaf met with Jordan Government representatives
on several occasions In an attempt to mitigate the implemen-
tation of this law. The Vatican's Apostolic Delegate and an
Anglican Bishop also held meetings with Government officials
in this matter. Representatives ofother religious minerities
also signed protests, but were not 23 active i opposing the
law, because they did not feel that it was likely to affect them
to the same extent—the Armenian school serving only Ar-
menians, and the schools run by the Eastern Churches being
few and having few Moslem students.

Christian educational institutions in Jerusalem refused to
obey the demand of the Moslem school superintendant to
observe Friday as a day of rest, in accordance with paragraph
39 of the law. The |eaders of the communities met with repre-
sentatives of the Amman Governmant and dema.ided the right
to determine the weekly day of rest.

Following this widespread resistance, the lordanian Govern-
ment became less severe in applying the law In the Christian
schools. However, in 1966, the law began to be widely im-
plemented despite all the protests by representatives of the
Christian community.

In Jerusalem the problem was resolved by the reunification
of the city. Under lsraeli law, as we have seen, all religious
communitics are entirely free to maintain schools and curri-
culae and to observe their religious holidays according to the
tenets of their faithes.
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COUNCIL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ARAB-BRITISH
UNDERSTANDING

106 Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Square, WC2N,5EP, 930-2620/4515

JUNE MEZTING

"JERUSALEM"

to be held in
The Grand Committee Room, House of Commons

on

TUESDAY, 22nd JUNE, 1971, AT 6.30 P, M,

showing the first of a series of illustrated lectures: "Jerusalem in
danger" followed by up-to-date eye witness report and discussion,

CHAIRMAN: Miss Manuela Sykes

by invitation of Dennis Walters, M.B.E.,M.P.

| THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO CAABU MEMBERS
| AND THEIR GUESTS

Members of the public will also be admitted by ticket.
THIS NOTICE WILL BE YOUR TICKET OF ADMISSION







 poed

From "The Times of
16th March 1871

In the City of
Jerusalem

From Professor Arnold Toynbee, C.H.,
and Sir Geoffrey Furlonge

Sir, We write to express our profound
concern over the present situation in
the City of Jerusalem. We believe that
the present policies of the Israeli
Government not only threaten the
beauty and the character of the city,
but must seriously jeopardize the
chances of achieving a lasting peace in
the Middle East.

On July 4, 1969, the Security Council
of the United Nations voted unanimously
to censure “in the strongest terms’ all
measures taken to change the status of the
City of Jerusalem. The Council’s resolution
reaffirmed the principle that the acqui-
sition of territory by military conguest
was inadmissible, confirmed that the
expropriation by lIsrael of Arab lands
and properties in the City was illegal
and urgently called on the Government
of Israel to rescind any measures already
taken to alter the status of Jerusalem
and to refrain from all such measures
in the future.

The response of the Government of
Israel has been not merely to disregard
the resolution, but to hasten and expand
the scope of the very measures it so
roundly condemned. The expropriation
of Arab land has continued and a pattern
of hastily designed housing development
has been set in train whose purpose was
explained in these terms in The Times of
March 3: “Israel building plans in parts
of the city which before 1967 were Arab or
were no-man’s-land are being pushed
ahead regardless of outside opinion so
that there may be a fait accompli before

argument at a negotiating table can begin™.

In other words, the Government of
Israel is acting with the deliberate intention
of frustrating a unanimous resolution of
the Security Council and of preventing a
properly negotiated settlement. In so
doing, 1t finds itself in conflict not only
with the wishes of the inhabitants of the
city, but with the Charter of the United
Nations and with the clearly expressed will
of the international community. To this
opposition has recently been added that of
a group of the world’s leading architects
and town planners gathered in Jerusalem,
who have rejected on aesthetic grounds
the development plans promulgated by
the Government of Israel on the basis of
political decisions already condemned at
the highest international level. !

There are here two scparate issues,
which come together in any consideration
of the future of the Holy City. There is,
first of all, the determination of the
Government of Israel to forestall by pre-
emptive action any attempt by the United
Nations to loosen Israel’s grip on Arab
Jerusalem. There is, secondly, the im-
minent danger that by the construction,
for political reasons, of ill-considered
housing developments on expropriated
Arab land, the Israelis will do irreparable
harm to the unique character and beauty
of the Holy City. The two issues were
well expressed in an editorial in the
leading daily newspaper in Israel, Ha'areiz,
which voiced the anxiety of many Israelis
that their government. in its haste to stake
a Jewish claim to the Arab sector of the
city, might turn Jerusalem “into a kind of
Los Angeles”.

That such vandalism should be con-
ceivable in the context of the Holy City—
and that it should be contemplated by
those who claim to speak in the name of
the Jewish people—is astonishing and
profoundly depressing. Nor does it seem

o i e

much less astonishing that where all the” .

arguments, political, humanitarian and
aesthetic, point to the same conclusion,
there should be so little protest in the
Christian world against a policy of desecra-
tion so deliberately undertaken and on
such a scale. Nor should anyone forget
that the fate of Jerusalem must in large
part sway the balance between peace and
war in the Middle East, and so possibly
in the whole world.

Three months ago, in a leading article
in The Times on Christmas Eve, you
wrote movingly that Jerusalem and its
surroundings constituted “‘not simply a
home for many people of many faiths,
but also...a focus for the prayers and
affections of many millions who think of
it as a place uniquely beautiful an
uniquely blessed”. If these words are t
remain true, it is time for the repre-
sentatives of those “many millions™ to
intervene and to insist that the Govern-
ment of Israel should respect the principles
of international law—and of humanity—

in Jerusalem. .

Yours faithfully,

ARNOLD TOYNBEE
GEOFFREY FURLONGE
March 12.




— from Israel’s plans

Only international action can save Jerusalem and the hope of peace.

If you care, write to
. Your M.P.

Your Bishop

Your newspaper

To support U.N. intervention.
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Building in Jerusalern
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Coatrol of Jerusalem

Frarm Mrs Ann Deavden :
Nir, Your eorrespondent, Mr David
Kewler (Oct 11) s mistaken in des
eribing birael’s prosent  control of
Yerasnlem &5 & reversion to v 11.0"!'[1-5!] .
The posden in Jepusalem @t the ena
of the lirithin mandatz way_(her both
the lows anu the Arabs ipnded the
Uinited Natjens' recemmendation 1hat
Tepusalem sheuld be internationalized.
Roth flouted intersiational apinion in
{ighting for possession of the city and
were equally in the wrong in sonesing
the patts they beld.

In conguering Arab (vast) Jerusalem

¢ Tarael hes not restored normazlity Bat
has created & gew siwuation in which
Jews may visit their holy places but
some 7,000 Muslim and Christian resi-
donts of Jerusalam are in exilzin East
Jordam. For all the 700000 refugees
Fast Jordan access to their holy places
i ol free—it is stricty limited and
controlled. ;

I myself think that acts of vandalism
sro typical of neither the Jordandzps nos
the Israclis,  Hut, since Mr Kessler is
concerncd  wbout  them, he .-|.I.‘u.'r1_JTr]
perheps remind himsell that befare 1967
the Israchis in West Jerusalom had dese-
erated the Muslim Mainillzh comersrr,
bulldozing Muslim tombs 10 make A
public park. The mosque at Ain Karim
was psed by Tsrachis b o laniue and the
tower of the Dormition Abbcy was for
years an Jsrzeli g nest Graves and
crosses were shailered in & number of

hristian cenietenes.

Chhilcr 1967 it was found that the
tombs of the Armenian patriarchs ot
the church of St Savior had been Tan-
gacked and its famoud mosaie floor re-
moved. These {acts have been ¢heehed
and recorded by Mr Evan Wilsen who
was United Starcs consul general in
Jerusalem before, during, and after the
1967 war. :
Yours sincerely,

ANN DEARDEN, ol

63 Crdocan Place, Leadon, SWi.

October 12, _ j
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